Struggle in bad}

- frEN months #8590, in _the miidst of
= a strike ithat fvas onithe velzse
of a viotoniouar settlemont,
bureaucracy of the I L. G; W
——pxpolled ‘the Left Wing Joint BOnrd
_ representing- about 76%-of the en-
" tire'membership, and brought ahout
‘an_internal war—in the Union—a-
war whloh—hnsmort—only =destroyed-
, the improvements gained during
“~the recent. strike of 1926 but has
completely-wiped out the standards
gained by .the workers J,hrmmunyI
years - of istruggle. Because *the
“union’ had just gone thru a long
.gnd bitfer strike, Bigmon bhad!
~hoped ‘that ‘the workers 'would ‘be
unable to offer resistance to his at-
~=:tgmpt~to foree his lendership ~on-
the. cloak and dressmakers. -
In the course of this struggle the
Sigman administration -has revealed

i

itsglf hefore the workers in all it;A

~in this Mtempt. to- crush the -revolt
“of the werkers can fimd no parallel
/in-the history of the American.labor |
‘movement. The injunction, hitherto
considered a weapon in the hands
__of the employers, was freely made
usp of by.the Sigman machine.
Bigman had the hearty .support.of
the Jewish Daily Forward, the en-
Aire reactionary trade Vunlon—«bu-
~— “veaucracy, the bosses, the police,

the courts and the judges. With

the aid of hired thugs he estab-

e

—pomwpf'thrstmsgne.
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rooms’ ovomight 'Rhs,:legmmnbe
employers, - who ‘were.-among - the-
firgt to give their support to Sig=]
_man; are now. beginningto see that
they ~have. unloashe,d a powerful
_demon_-that, “threatens-'to- —dostroat
them together-with-the Union.

‘Alieady the more responsibie
factors inthe industry are beginnings
‘to " give- derious . consideration fo
" Ahese jproblems,. a8 indicateil by the- |-
—pecent -conference, -called by th
Impartial Chairman Ingersoll, wher:
" the lggitimate aampldyovs jf. the-In.
dustrial “Council openly “dtated Lhnt.
they are threatened.with complete

“destruction - unless some . radical!
steps are taken to-stem" thegrowth|
‘of.{he open; shop -menace, ~ This’
economig - faotor ‘wall undoubtedly
play an important role in the out-;

- demianding
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q '21 tl}e ‘ﬂrﬂf, 1’«3wl mdnths of this’

nternal conflict, al ma TRnoti ury
ity
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kera to 10Nee ‘morel
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[ slght=ToF the oﬁlmlnntlon of
atr;uggle' Sl :

4, That, thal “Tmmrsj_ whk
haen

‘ed by the Fox‘ward unlted in the
_effort to crush the Left Wing move-
ment; Now that Sigman has; failed-|-
to accomplish -this. defeat, the con-.
“flicting forges: within thr"maﬁhmﬁ“"

-standards and have’ ldeolugical- i
lyl outgrown--the . sweat-shop—

~—gy tem, realizing that’the pre-
soht/ broakdown of union,con=t
dm— sl fivst “consi arPdeut'

are beginning 'to- assert . th
moxe’- pomer fto ‘thplr
mespsdtive sliques, .

Breslau, who' was driven out, of
-the.. Union. durmg ‘the Left-Wing |-

‘support of ‘tha” Forward, which s+

“unoficially backing, him as ngu
Sigman because the-latter has b

en

2. TheReglstered Workers !
It is common knowledge that Sig-
man,_ is ‘completely discredited |
amongst the great mass of the cloak. |
and dressmakers and that, the pre- |
sent“Left ‘Wing movement is but’|
the oulgrowth 'of many- previous
rank and flle  revolls against t|
Right Wing 'leadership of the-I. L., |
G.-W-U-and-ijs”volicies. ~Howaver; ||
the eoercive methods employed by !
81gmnn to force his dommnt.lon and

Ain bl

~where -they—would ~be ~completety |

“unable To "deliver the goods”,

TheCentrist-elements, who su
‘ported Sigman because of their ‘op-
position. to the 'Lelt and the Ex-
‘treme 'Right, ‘age. now ‘placed in a'
“position where- they ‘have-to-make:
thelr choicebetween “giving -over
thé "Union to the Breslau_machinge

eliminated,, “or" saving whatever|

emporary state th A9
- -become’,permanent, will revolt
in \mass-against this new-yoke
of slavery and ‘deive; o

\Ap_el elther’ one. of the gmups 10
\seek peace . with. 'the Joint

“ramnants they-can-by-making peace-
with tho Left Wlng
4 The -Joint Board, Backed by

“~~Yshied & reign of terror in the Union
and in the garment-district, which
is the scene of bloody oncounters
daily.

Sigi
*this day failed to estnblish his con-
trol in the industvy. He has suc-
ceeded in but one -respect, -namely,\|’
to reduce the industry to a com-
‘plete staté of chaos which has even |

surpassed the ditions that pre-
vailed in 101/'prior to the_exist-
““ence of an,organized union in the

, o trade.. If"is becoming evident to
1 gveryong/ in close touch with the
5 situatioh that the plans of ‘both-the

_Bigi. an_machine and thé employérs
have failed. to materialize. . After-
many months: of complete deadlook

. between -the Right. and Teft ‘Wi

favor of the Left Wing. We- will
herg briefly ‘state and analyze the
-folowing forces-that are unmistak-
ably driving the Sigman mnchina to

~——forces the situation has nuched a‘
“turning-point-which—is-desidedly-in-{-

nfter the amke hus compelled many
workers, in sympathy-with the Left
Wing to submit and registér with '
-|-Sigmari’s ‘dual-union:- “They did“not:
realize at- the |
heir-support gman:-(pven:thoi
nwilingly) -they’ wouid -Tiot bo able”
to save themselves from the de-
structive effects of the internal war.

Now these masses-who have reg-
istered with Sigmadn so as to avoid
losing their jobs redlize that their
support of Sigman*made possible
the present break-down in unlon
-standards - and conditions. %9
workers .are beginning to revolh
against -the low wages, long hours
and complete collapse - of union
-standards-and are -seeking: methods-
" by which to force a termination of
the present war. The Shop Chair

“'Tho ﬂghting ‘against, overwhelm-

the.-Grest-Mass-of- “the-Workers——

These ‘posa!billt,ieaﬁre_a
“ghaping themselves, ‘How so'tfﬁ"they
will -crystallize into - deflnite ~action
wil depend on the forge of .the new
~offensive—which~wns  latniched by

;fhe Joint, Board -with the Madison

_ing forces, surrounded .on all sides
—lnbon -movement, - ithe

iving | press, the State machinery and the
- h08ges;- thuaoh}g,ng’ g hag-re 'menf -

men's Counoil and the Ind: pendent |
Hitts A '%b‘«! > .

by . the- hostility 'from the-official |
oapi&alist

as been: able-to- maintain its” po
tion. Now,-on the tenth month of
this -bitter struggle, it is_generally:
admitted: by -all- factors directly in-
volved. in" .this gonflict- that™ the|
~workers will never,.accept the lead-
ership of the renotﬁmary clique, tha
ership: of the reactionary clique,
that' there—is- no pusslblhty for, re-,
storing -order -in ‘the industryy 16
possibility = for _maintaining /the
Union-without- the- partlmpation of |
the Left Wing elements.—— E
These outstanding fuctors, as out-
lined above, indicate ' that * the
Bt } it 1

Squara “Garden.- “demonstration:- “on=
‘September-10th. i
ver thé outoomie “of thm -
~he;~the-needle—trade—————
“have -contributed=an-in="———
aluablerpage=to the-history of the —
American labor movement, .-During
this period of blackest renotlon ’
"when - the ,most *powerful unions
_(such as"the Miners'), led by ‘the
’bureuucrnuy of the A. ¥, of L, are
being destroyed without any. sign
of resistance, the bitter struggle -of -
the -needle trade' workers ‘againgt™
company. unionism-carried .on over:- -
a period of ten months is'a- ‘beacon’
light to guide the-betrayed andmi
“Ted workers in, other trades |
strussles ngnlnst. .the capitalist
‘class of ‘this, cuunh-y and their labor
" lieutenants of. the i,mde union. move-

mnuww-» :
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—By Earl Browder .

o its ultimate collapse:
4 4. 'l‘he«Empleyers —

The Plan to to expel the Len w:nj.
N administration was decided “upon,
joinly-with the'bosses, who had gone’

S Producing - the. greatest stream.
of eommodities the.world has ever
sean——incrensmg the producl,ivlty

URELY America is prosperous. |

ln Lhe woolen cmd worsbed goods |
“industry, the- drop-in

on (0 the deolming wages
5-clags- feels-the -effects—

IX} addm

from 1020 to 1926 was ‘24.8 per oent

worker

thru_the gmelun rience of

i- | mu.e‘ (esl.lmavlnd,aj,_j()% in-—the-|—5;

past five years), pmng up auuumu—,

lated--profits-th

of “prospemy" in. Amorica in= In-

pér cent b

4 numbex‘ of wurkers in indys_uvy 18"

-___..foreipg_union_conditions. nnd., had
" mobilized the :workers in an -open.|

struggle .in order {o Becurs dm- |

.provements - in  their- standards.
- Having heen: pror'msed »by Sigman

world, But this prosperity benaﬂml
only the capitalists, to. a lesser ex-
tent the mlddle glmssos. ‘and shghﬂy

Hew.

mé% with t-Wing.

Lorsi-
. IThe’ ten’ months gt
& ewr, has: convinéed the employers
that the. Left Wing.administration
which hag the support of the masses
. .oannot be broken by & combination
of union bureaucrats with the hoss-
.88, The. ‘pdvan

‘" counteracted by the d

-ghoit-|

W aph'ﬂror ttr hlcak mm lgxrunsmak—' E
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3.they had: «hoxmd_. 3
- for by « supporting Sigman were’

-~} -NOrkers==i merica==
atmndm'd of -living uonst.miﬁy -dp-.

gutions of tha T

Dept. of | Lahor fur-nlsh furth er
proofs “of this fot,” No ‘onig, I &

suspect that the Dépt. of

any wish to stir up- d 5-

o .~ It is, on.the contrary, iy
.clined .to: make cenditions-look-bel-

tm- than_théy really nre 'Yet. th\c

Mx&ﬂnn&.jﬂp n_.thi).

s%el and. text_il_e 1ndus!,rles talls -they

tly* falling ‘wages. -
tiles.

Am the stesl- mdus—

well” a8 ‘common -1abo

the. posmon of financial ruler of%he |

| - “be ‘seen i ‘gﬁ{écent
port-of the Women's-B

_.|\Monthly Lahor Review, Rug. 1027

¥y, Jgol ing the hlghest—pni\i us; “o*n ML
wn

~Another pietirs o ”}'—uw& Lﬂework——
ers, are shnring American, prosper:

-of Labor; OBLWhmen’s

Nogro--" 1 compare
showing the Negro warkers are-

oited “:douply: - One-mirii"’m 5
white women, and. thiee-fourths rof-
| “the Negro womexrﬂwaﬁred 1eas than

. But:more than{200,000 track lahi
ers average ${7.‘ber week ,,(,

Y the'lumher industey..on
| verages 810.48-
-¥rholg™. uounmy xdngs the e average
7. Other flgures “given

|--expelting the Ie

deor “Even " the  capitalists”
are. remarkmg that 'unemployment
of--ohronicemattire) in" the midst of -
the greatest prosperity ever. known, —
mcterisﬁu_of the Unlt,ed ~

“the~American Federntion of Lnbor, 3

“ meeting hhsonventlon in Los ‘An-
-.geles,
~from. Gz‘een,

will vduubtléss ‘hear : again
oll ‘Fi*ey-and others, '
"how ~ the.

age™ s being

“achieved byslhem txo,r th&wﬁ?kmg‘

‘class, by means of thve— &0 Plan;: -
‘wing, setting. up

banks  in, partnership with

f,

“labor”

“n, 4074 the Tgire hnd dropped Lo

5‘223811({ 4in 1926 to $34.41. . The
lops from 1020°to- 1026: wn,iLﬂ.('f per
cent.” PR
L~ During - them;me -period- the pro—
| dustivity of Iabor-inereased by ap-

&mxlmntaly 50% in the awel fndus- |

Nty 16 i 3
_a_bsoltely \impo;‘ilbla to-stand--
prdize. the ‘trade.” "No* matben ‘how

r_gmz;l‘t;n in § the esl—:

l‘ow mat mllmma of a qlt work-
_an ineo!






