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INTRODUCTION

By WirriaM GALLACHER

THERE is no subject on which there has been so much dis-
cussion and so little knowledge as that of anti-Semitism and
the Jewish problem. The most violent anti-Semites, the
Hitler-Streicher school, shrick about the Jews as sub-human,
as biologically inferior to Aryans; while, on the other hand,
I have heard certain violent apostles of Zionism going to the
other extreme, and if not openly proclaiming at least leaving
it to be inferred that there is a biological difference between
Jew and Gentile, but to the advantage of the Jew. This, of
course, is utter nonsensc; but the idea persists and finds
expression in a thousand ways that, somehow or another,
the Jew is different.

Of course, there are certain historical differences between
Jew and Gentile, but these are of themselves unimportant
until the evil forces of reaction set in motion a vicious spate
of anti-Semitism; then, any difference, however slight, may
be exploited to the full. We have seen how superficial differ-
ences have from time to time been exploited in Liverpool,
Glasgow and Northern Ircland, when the dying embers of
religious bigotry have been stirred up into fires of bitter hate.

The peculiarity of the Jew arises from the peculiar
economic position he occupies in society and the consequent
social relationships arising from that. There is no “biologi-
cal” reason why a Jew should not work down a mine digging
coal, or in an engineering shop as a mechanic, or on the
railways driving locomotives, or on the land producing food.
In the Soviet Union they do all these tasks, side by side with
their Gentile brothers. But they do not usually do them in
capitalist countries; they are not usually part of the basic
industrial army of capitalism, but merely auxiliaries (e.g.
in the secondary industries of the furnishing, clothing and
jewellery trades, etc.) or camp-followers (petty traders).
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8 INTRODUCTION

It is history, not biology, however, that has determined this
and placed them in this peculiar position. Only a Marxist
can properly understand thic and explain it. The author of
this book is a Marxist, and he brings a clear understanding
to the problem. He shows how in the carliest times, before
the Christian era, the Jews were in the unfortunate pesition
of “buffer” between warring empires; and then Jater on,
after the second dispersions, of “buffer” between w rring
classes—the feudal harons and the rising merchant class. in

the Merchant of Venice we get Shakespeare’s opinion on the

“biological” difference and a clear indication of the true,

unhappy, and tragic situation of the Jew. Listen to Shylock:

“I am a Jew. Hath not a Jew eyes? Hath not a Jew hands,
organs, dimensions, senses, affections, passions? Fed with the
same food, hurt with the same weapons, subject to the same
diseases, healed by the same means, warmed and cooled by
the same winter and summer as a Christian is? If you prick ns,

do we not blecd? If you tickle us, do we not laugh? It you
poison us, do we not die?”

Then follow the tragic story to its inexorable end, the

crushing of Shylock between the feudal Duke and the
powerful merchant Antonio.
Had the Jewish people understood this, fewer of them
would have been led, as so many have been, along the
dangerous and utterly illusory path of Zionism. Britain’s 4 m-
biguous “promises” were no Ruarantee that Palestine wouid
be given to the Jewish people: yet the leaders of Zionism
fooled thousands of splendid young Jewish men and women
that it was on the point of being secured. For them, the
Arabs, not the imperialists, were the cenemy; and so, as onr
author rightly says, they brought “the age-long curse of the
Jews into Palestine.” Once again they became a “byffvr
between two opposing forces, the British imperialists on one
side, who were deliberately using them, and on the other the

Arabs, struggling to fice themselves and their country from
the shackles of imperialism.
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ake an alliance with Fhe fu-abs to secure
inc‘{\;;s:c;g%;g ti%:n Palestine, the Zionist 102}(12:5 eﬁgl::ii
opposed such a proposal. ey did not Want%?‘evphad ence
|'tl=jeralestine while the Jows wwere a rmnonty.H Hey iaglsetn
‘hat this meant in evcery cther country. He cf g 5
;‘wjilurc to understand M. sm nrcvenu:t‘:l Lhemﬁ f:}m_sncgritg
e Scenenl i beor Dt
ot et tey ke Paestine, A has already been observed,
“,arct‘connli;yﬁty” of the Jewish minority in a _caplta]_lisﬁ
. Ip?c_u that they are nii a part of the main industri
f:1?'11:'11111-itliss a minority thit [0llows on behind the rﬁal‘:} aa;r::lylr
I Psing the st noltly esesed, The fpecl
i Loty ¢ 3 : It
m‘lf-‘Y”. o tl?e .E:;gi}r]n"::-im;-é and Western technique, 1t 1s
C}PCI‘ECHC;;: H\lran uard, an'! could form the economic, social,
vy “-Il : el leagershi’p of the Arabian peasant masses. Wh.af
. tu'ra ity the Jews lvve there yet, if they will but see it!
E}‘r;lg}]?}zg;l‘.:lnwgitc a page ' Jewish his:::iry grga_tlrle e\;tl:;l f.:latﬂ
; i i en ther co-operat so brillian i
ti::tl\&gorssp;::f c’::?cil1 so muh r(:} bring back light and learning
i ice of Europe. )
" he bﬁnl§hii;6(i Cf?ll;:]ht(ir( lesson topbe learnt that this book
Y etrwleau-l It is o lesson for Jew and Gentile. Fascist
l_)rmg_s i iccs usz' anti-S-+mitism to disrupt and destrC'}};
lcac;}onal'} s and progresive organisations, and to crusl
thie miase an the people tivler the heel of the monopoly capi-
o maf\?}i:revergnymw wives encouragement of any kind to
;il;isf}.cwish. sentiments, Jic is thereby assisting the Fasc;slt: ;:1
D e st nover e Torgotten. The xeac-
N of German® must nev f tten. _
’tligr?allf“;sglrlz-}?fascist character of those, in this corli)nt:yair(;g
America, who are behind the anti-Semitic pdapi sganti-
Id be obvious to all. Arti-Semitic propagan -
s}ml]ls' -class propagand... Just as the working class an 2
Srogré e ‘t;rpanisatic-ns must thoroughly understand 115,
progircss“ t tghe Jewish prople. Terrible blows have fal e;'ll
ic;):ns?h?rﬁs Ahger rises 1 o fierce flood at the sight of suc
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unmerited, such appalling sulfering. But those blows are not
aimed at the Jews alone. They are aimed at all progressive
mankind. Therclore all progressive mankind are the allies
of the Jews. This hook shows the conneetion, the living his-
torical connection hetween the Jewish people and all pro-
gressive movements. No one understond this better thin the
mighty Lenin; no one has done more to liberate the [ewish
people from the “buffer” curse than his great disciple,
Stalin,

Every Jewish man and woman, voung or old, mus! be a
convinced, unbreakable anti-Fascist. Those who mal e any
qualifications on this are enemies of their own people. This
determined opposition to Fascism, to reaction, constitutes a
bond of unity between all Jewish people. On this there shonld
be no divisions. But they cannat face Fascism alone. They
must have allies. These the progressive organisations alone
can provide.

Understanding this, the Jewish people must give whole-
hearted support to ali progressive movements. Not onlv as
individuals, participating in those movements, but as a
people, united to destroy Fascism, throush the advance 1o a
better and brighter world.

It is often said that, if the Jewish people sit back and say
nothing, if they “behave” themselves, the Fascists will not be
hard on them; that if they submit quictly to the demanls of
reaction and thereby appease Fascism before it comes (o (ull
power, its blows will not be so hard and heavy. History has
exposed the “appeasers,” whether of the Jew or Gentile
variety. There is no escape through appeasement. Neitlier is
there escape by denying Jewish character or Jewish associn-
tion. “I am not a Jew. I am a Socialist.” But he who is
opportunist enough to deny his own people will not make a
very good or a very loval Socialist.

Then there is the other “Oh, but I would not be much
good trying to work amongst the Jews. My education. my
whole upbringing has fitted me more for association with and
work amongst the English people.”™ This will not do: anl it
will not save them. Will they rea ly be accepted among worth-
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while English people (excopt.of course, in certain c1rclles W;lilllle
they have money to burn or trusted by them, un] epsan;}:
have already won the conlidence of their own peop % v
ever a Jewish man or wonrin his been educated og rcﬂjgto
up, if they are not Joyal 1o theit own people, their loyalty
All always be in uestion, )
Ot}}r(ﬁf: :llltlhor ofythis book is a Jew, a Jew who ](?Wf; his'owig
people, who suffers when his pecple suffer. A Jew w ‘)]“f?zm
give all he owns in life 2l Tife itself to free h:; pcopi r_":s
the curse that has followed them through the cg; uries.
Because he is loyal to hi own people, with a cle:?r amiz:il
understanding of their jnoblem, he is a good Comgun t,
one of our best, most tii:tecl and valued comrades. chlcll:l
this book he has shown the road that must be travelled by
rentile alike. _ .
Jc%r?irl]:'l r&cz?lliﬂ‘jewish prople in the fight against Fas;:c!_sm.
Unity of the Jewish peopl+ --rrn1|l1 :ﬂ}] progrgsa\;:lglrgl ‘r\?ilt-hl?li
lass organisations. Unit. «f all —Jew an _ — ]
;i?zsh&'%r)vict Union, fo1 tictory over Nazi Germany{.‘ W:ﬁl;
that \,"ictory, new wide horizons will be opened :;p Ork'n
Jewish people, but not fr them alone—for people seeking
rerywhere.
frcﬁ?ﬁ?ymlh%;elggﬁ:cwhirh «+ effectively unearths qnd exposets
the evil roots of anti-5iitism and so brilliantly }{)reseﬁlﬁi
the problem that confromnt: the Jewish people, to;}ct er wlof
its only solution, may it ~peed ‘IllejdaYawgcge?uleoi?l??ork
2 ill be no more, and Jew anc ¢
ig::lﬁr?:;ggc :nd hrotherhood to fashion for all mankind
a better world than wr have cver known before.

Lo~NDoN,
April, r942.
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Chapter 1

HISTORICAT. BACKGROUND

(1) JEWS IN ANTIQUITY. {2) JEWS IN THE MIDDLE
AGES. (3) JEWS IN THE BOURGEOIS ORDER. (4) JEWS IN
THE EPOCH OF IMPERIALI:M. (5) THE JEWISH CON-
TRIBUTION TO HUMAN FROGRESS.

(1) Jews in Antiquity

Tnr Jewish problem is not a modern phenomenon. It has
existed for centuries. As a result anti-Semitism has a charac-
ter and tradition entirely of it« »wn. No other “racial feeling”
has such a long tradition hchind it or is so widespread.

Because of this, many have thought that the Jewish ques-
tion is something very specinl and peculiar, quite separate
and distinct from the general cconomic and political
problems which have arisen in the development of society.
Nothing could be more mist:iicn. The Jewish question has
arisen throughout the age: [rom certain social conditions.
The Jews have been part of socicty for some 3,500 years,
and their history and problrins are inseparable from those
ol society in general.

To trace the origin of the« problems, one must go back
to antiquity. A great deal of the ancient history of the Jews
is unclear and semi-legend:i v, hut enough is known to show
us that it was not because ¢ onv snecial characteristic, such
as being a “‘chosen people™. that they survived through the
aces and that there came int cxistence a Jewish problem.
T'he people of the ancient lingdoms of Judah and Israel
pursued their occupations sl worshipped their national
deity much as did the peoy '« of neighbouring countries,
and the reasons for their s ival and for the origin of the
problem we are considering vl hnve to be sought elsewhere.

Ancient Palestine, into which the earliest Hebrew tribes
wandered, was the centrc ! the trade routes of the then
krnown world. It was the sti:iegic and commercial highway
through which passed cini-ons laden with the choicest

i
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I4 ANTI-SEMITISM AND THE JEWISH QUESTION

products of India and Arabia. Thus, trade and commerce
became an important factor in the life of the inhabitants of
ancient Palestine. This was to be one of the decisive forces in the
Juture development of the Fews.

Further, the Jewish kingdoms were situated between the
warring imperial powers of antiquity: Egypt, Assyrin and
later Babylonia. In their clashes the small Jewish kinedoms
were caught between hammer and anvil.

In the latter part of the cighth century p.¢. the Kingdom
of Israel was conquered by Assyria. Its ruling class was
taken into captivity, and Isracl vanished from history. Faply
in the sixth century B.c., Babylon conquered the remaining
Kingdom of Judah, whose upper classes of merchants. land-
owners and artisans were likewise exiled. In Babylon trade
was fairly well developed. So the Jewish captives. who,
according to all accounts, were mainly traders, participated
in the trade and commerce of the Empire.

After a short period in exile, a number of Jews returned, it
appears, to Palestine to build up a new Jewish State. They
found a country which had sufiered as a buffer State between
warring empires. After centuries of such wars, it was desolate
and wasted. Morcover, it had long ceased to be the great
commercial highway and caravan route of carlier days. New
trade routes had arisen around the ecastern Mediterrancan
and Asia Minor, away from I’alestine.

There were many Jews outside this small resurrected
Jewish State. By the fifth and fourth centuries B.c., not so
long after the new State had come into being, flourishing
Jewish communitics had arisen in the great commercial
cities around the eastern Mediterrancan. In Antioch,
Alexandria, later in Rome, the dominant clements within
these strong and powerful Jewish communities plaved an
Important part in the extensive trade and commerce of the
period, while the poorer Jews engaged in petty trade and
handicraft. Doubtless, with the shilt of the trade routes
away from Palestine, numbers of Jews, mecrchants and
traders by occupation, had followed the new trade routes
and formed these communitics.

HISTORT!: A\, BACKGROUND 15

This scattering of Jev: over the then known world ha:;_
been treated by Jewish lonruenis historians as the cause o
the Jewish pmi:llcm. We il see, however, that so long as

trade and commerce were exponding the ngfh corr1_m1:né
ities fitted into the order «f things, and the Jews constitute

no problem. Later, whew trade and commerce (I{wmdied,
and the ancient society (-« lined, a problem heg“".l'ﬁ appsar.

To be sure, the competition between the Jt.“WiS t‘rz;1 ers
and their Greek, Pheiiiian and other r'n-zal;s muls;t g»e
caused a certain amonnt of Iriction, especially asbtl e jcv:s
had been longer at the =nme and were prdoha fy m?lee
successful. Nevertheless. Ihere are no records o 1firu <
violent and extensive .-|=-'-._Ik'¢<1l1nt":smt_1.¢zf1:::r the world w

i y in this v oriod of antiquty.
be{fr\}ic?fi:lliid;:wﬁquesu I Alexander extended the known

world, with his armic: went traders, Jews among ther‘xil.
Commerce as it expan:lel began to link the farthest ends
of Alexander’s empire. In this the Jews played a big part.

It is no accident that at this lime more and more J?‘wtlf}é
communities were Sprinting up In every Ccorner 0tt cld
cmpire, the process of «li-1wision of the nation into sca {:r d
communities being accontuated, Alexander v\?s_qmc 2
recognise the value of the Jews and to give them spec

pnﬂ:':g%thc Romans. (oo, were to recognise 1‘.!1::l great
importance of the Jewrh merchants. The \]?WES 'c(;:lgl;
munities had by this time increased tremendously in we t
and power and were (o he found in every commerc

centre which was under the domination of Rome. ThEey I’éacl
already penetrated into larue parts of_south-eafstell;n fur 51-
and the Iberian penin-nla. Their wide networ . of co 4
mercial and financial i titutions was a necessity, since 1

helped to promote the e and commerce of Rome w!til
her far-flung territorial possessions. Moreover, the qu.l_lil
bankers made big lown 1o the Roman emperors. c

Jewish communitics thus socially necessary tolthg
Roman ruling class, 0! Decause of this they receive
special privi]cl::es. just o+ tley had done under Alexander.

hra Aee de— = e o



16 ANTI-SEMITISM AND THE JEWISH QUESTION

So long, therefore, as the Jews were socially necessary,
were of 1mportance to the ruling classes in the countries
where they were situated, there could not have been and
there was not a Jewish problem.

With the decline of the Roman Empire, however, new
conditions arose. Trade and commerce dwindled. The
sufferings of the masses increased as the already decacent
Roman ruling class increased its exploitation of the peaple.
Discontent grew, and a scapegoat was needed to divert this
discontent. Further, within the ruling class there were those
who were debtors to Jewish merchants and bankers. Now (hat
trade and commerce had come almost (o a standstill. the
Jews were no longer indispensahle, no longer soctally necessary.

As a community, they were an unprotected and, thercfore,
a vulnerable minority, easy to attack. The Roman Jords
could use the Jews to appease the hungry and rebellious
people and at the same time wipe off their own debts to (he
Jews without paying a bean. So, during the decline and
disintegration of the Roman Empire in the West from about
the first to the fifth centuries A.n., pogroms on Jews became
a common feature.

Josephus, the Roman Jewish historian of antiquity, gives
an account of a horrible pogrom in Alexandria in A.p. 48.
Later, emperor after emperor encouraged every kind of
incitement against the Jews and issued decrees which de-
prived them, not only of tlic special privileges granted to
them earlier when they were so useful, but also of their
ordinary rights and liberties.

Thus in the course of history arose the Jewish problem.
Not simply because the social conditions of antiquity had
broken up the Jewish nation into scatterecd communitics,
but because the intense class struggles and sacial conflicts
which arose during the disintegration of the old social orcler
based on slavery made it necessary to find a scapegoat, a
form of diversion. In the scattered Jewish communities, no
longer useful to the ruling class as formerly, the means 1o
deflect discontent and mass rebellion was at hand.

The Jews had finally ceased to exist as @ nation with the
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destruction of Judza in A0, 71. A process which had been
coing on for about four coninries had been completed, and
“ntiquity bequeathed to ooty scattered compact Jewish

communities, and a big |++ish question. This question, as
we shall see, was to continie to hold tremendous problems
fior the Jews, the more ob+ s viclims, but also for the main

mass of the peoples, whese struogles were to be diverted
v ir pr bjectiv . ]
| :;"T]ll:)}:lg}i Ptli:::p?;:\(:righ nation had ceased to exist, the co-
hesion and compactness of the dispersed communities was
one of the factors which cnabled the Jews to retain their
ilentity as a people; arisine from social conditions, it \I;ras
reinforced by the national roligious 1fieology‘ Judalsm._ or
by the time they were subivcted to exile by the _Babylom?.ns,
the Jews had already developed a strong national feeling,
developed from their previons oppression by the wa;rmgl
cmpires. The Exile could onlv intensify this. The natmna;
ideology reflected their misfortune and helplessness. ;
~xpressed itself in a passionate attachment to the nationa
deity. In Babylon, Ezekicl had “never tired of explaining
the destruction of national Iiie as the deserved castigation
of an erring people. But he niways held high the hc'ype:1 é‘orba.
speedy restoration. Soon. vy soon, the exile woulc 13
ended, a theocracy would he established, the Temple wou
e restored, and a chastened people would again bring
sacrifices to the ever gracious Yahweh. . . . He encouraged
people to plan with him o= if the return were to _bcgmthto-
morrow. And they ceasct! to Dbe depressed exiles; they
hecame hopeful builders.”t Rich and poor am.ong'_]ews
‘hared a common danger f attack by the mob, incited bly
rulers in periods of social stress. Thus the already well-
developed national idf:nl-"'.‘-'I andl the ccl;r;il.nial common
ile intcracted to strenuthen their cohesion.
hll;‘flgg:ec;i-g, who can doul that the 111:1]_{5 which bound_thc
Jews together within tlviv communities, and the links
lietween the separate conmmitics, were of great use in thg
commercial enterprises of the Jewish merchants and traders?
1 A, Sachar, History of t/r jmws, New York, 1930, p. 8o.
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A very powerful urge was thus provided for the continuance
of the Jewish way of life.

One often meets the suggestion that the Jews isolate
themselves, keep themselves to themselves, and that this is
an important cause of anti-Semitism. Mr. H. G. Wells, {or
example, though he does not for a moment wish to support
or justify anti-Semitism, is addicted to the view that Jews
can hardly expect much better than they receive, becaunse
they have insisted on surviving as a people. As we have
seen, however, it was a history of oppression which helped
to make them cling together and retain their identity. It
was not simply a matter of choice.

Yet it was not cohesion that determined the survival of this
persecuted people. Had trade vanished, the Jews and the
Jewish problem might have gonc with it. But a new an:!
higher form of society arose: the feudal system. The com-
mercial function of the Jews was again a social necessity.
It was this that kept the Jews alive. They were a people
performing a necessary function in the social system.

(2) Jews in the Middle Ages

After the Moslems had encircled the Mediterranean with
their conquests in the seventh and eighth centuries, ancl
feudalism, based on self-sufficient agricultural estates, had
arisen in Western Europe, the commercial development of
the more backward region (namely, feudal Western Europeas
a whole) was carried out from the older centres. Jewish anel
other merchants flocked from East to West. Cloming largely
through Moslem Spain, they first followed the Rhine and
the Seine, the waterways around which the new feudal
kingdoms had arisen.

These merchants traded the choice goods of the East
for the surplus of the feudal lords. The Jewish merchants,
however, benefited, not only by their Jonger experience, but
by the fact that their communitics were on the one hand so
widely dispersed and on the other so intimatcly bound
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tl he common natinnal, family and religious
E:‘?ﬁ({;ir;:n;;]zge ttmde of this earlv period tended to come more
and more into Jewish hands, s much so that the terms
“Tew” and “merchant” becaime nearly synonymous.
“Judwus and mercator app_cn_rl- almost synonymous,  Says
direnne,! referring to the minth century. . .
PIF](E:-!:::;: was stillgprimitivc, fendal production bcmglma.;ply
for consumption and not for cxchange. The smal hl'u 1ﬂg
class of feudal barons, owing allecianee to the monarch, w 2
was the landlord-in-chief, exploited the peasantry, t}}xlc \.asf
mas: of the population, from whom they extorted a Post of
services in exchange for the right to work the land. a:!.r]'t1 o
the sericultural products of the peasantry was take.'-n by tl eir
feudal lords, in the main for consumption by tncmls;c ves:
their retinue and soldiers, onlv the surplus, a srga fll?;?n
portion, being exchanged (i arms and goods
(vlCls .

ab{n.‘t‘%mse conditions, naturallv, there had not yet ansex;1 3
laree native class of merchants and usurers. But the feu
lord or monarch needed tax-zatherers, experts to r:i'lalnzg:
the finances, primitive though tlhey were, of the _pe:ln? L, lo 0
for wars against his neighbours, the means of indulging H
more varied tastes, and later, ns we shall see, of taking p

in the Crusades. Thus the Jew w:u:_the merchant, ta;:—
gatherer, accountant and financicr. Rich Jews became t wg
confidants of kings and princes, while the poor Jea]l
engaged in petty trade and handicraft. Some cga S -
minority) were even permitted to scttle on the lan {)Jcms
merchants and financiers promoted the trade l_e:tv.'wet;:ln
Cliarlemagne’s empire and the Moslem world. William rtsc
Conqueror broughi with him his Jewish finance experts,

‘o had his special protection. )

“I'I"h:xs Je\r\ris’:z3 comxﬁunitics sprang up in '61'&"{355;;,:'11t]i‘.\.u'og_e:s
undler the protection of the ruling feudal castc}s;. ds i ra.ntjgmr
in a foreign land, they naturally tended to herd ‘?g'cthcié
For centuries they had lived in compact communitics; oy
religion and their commerce could best be practised in

1 Fconomic and Secial Histors nf Medigval Europe, p. 11.
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way, so that they continued to live in groups apart from the

mass of the population.

Hence, as before, the Jews were socially necessary; and yet
they had no place within the basic relations of feudal so iety,
either as members of the ruling class or as peasants. So Jong
as they satisfied a nced, thev received the protection of the
ruling classes so served. In the circumstances, their role was
a progressive onc, in that they helped to develop carly frudal
economy to a higher level. Anti-Semitic excesses and
pogroms were not a marked feature of the carlier medirval
period. The well-known scholar and historian, Dr. James
Parkes, says of the Jews during this period: “they lived the
lives of ordinary townsfolk, shared in the privileges and
responsibilities of their fellows and were distinguished from
them only by their religion.”!

The growth of trade, commerce and population in
eleventh century Europe led to a search for new territory
for exploitation. The seaports of Asia Minor, and therefore
the trade routes of the Eastern Mediterranean, were in the
hands of the Moslem, and the drive for control of these
trade routes, with the search for new territory, provided a
strong impetus within feudal society. The feudal lords songht
to extend their landed possessions; the merchants of V. enice,
Genoa and other trading cities wished to control the seaports
of Asia Minor; and the Church saw new power and wealth
in the conquest of “infidel” lands. Here lay the material
basis of the Crusades, which helped to unleash those [irces
inside the feudal order which began the decay of feudalism.,
The Crusades were to become a commercial fertiliser of
Europe; further impetus was given afterwards to trade by
the desire of returned crusaders for the new and rich foods

and adornments of the East.

Jewish merchants and usurers helped to finance the
Crusades, but this did not prevent the fanatical crusaders,
whipped up by their priests, from sacking whole Jewish
communities on the way to the Holy Land. The Jewish
communities, however, were among a whole host of otliers
1 The Jew in the Mediaval Community, 1038, p. 40; cf. A, Sachar, op. ¢il., p. 115,
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“hich suffered in the oconeral process of pillage and

ninnder.
Meanwhile, ¢ )
fillowing the expansion ol
of a native Christian cl{r :
ihe feudal lord did not div»

the develpient of exchange and trade
nlal society, had led to the rise
o merchants and usurers. But
nse with his Jews, for borgow:r;g

+ Christi surer volved political concessions
::::r:'mtul:l% 1%1}1‘1;}512??] ;i::l:l\ fiie hratmed zﬁ cxtending its pohtlgfé
sower. while to the Jew no political COQCCS?IOI‘IS. &tr'diih
hecessary Consequently, he Jew was placed in the posi I.h
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Europe the rise of the native merchant class had broken t !
Elonopoly of the Jews, who could be dispensed witlh Ilr(i
«Irl.l astern Eurq_pc, however, feudal cconomy was at a e
[ evg]. No native middle class had yet arisen. The merehant
%\1; usurer class was needed, as carlicr it had been in the
est. The Jews could once again fulfil this function.

Large numbers of Jews wandered from the West into

Poland, Lithuania and parts of Russia. On the whole. they
gerc welcomed and granted special privilege, Casimir 1!3:

reat of Poland (1333-70), says Dubnow, “could not hut
welcome the useful industrial activity of the Jews with the
liveliest satisfaction . . . and was equally quick to ap “_.{Tml‘.
the advantages which the none too flourishing ]{rlw;nl (\(-

chequer might derive from tl :
X ARTS - 1 expe ;
capitalists.””* experience of  Jewish

Before long in Eastern Europe Jewish merchants hil the

monopoly of various commoditics; others became artisans
while a few settled on the land. Flourishing Jewish ¢ y m
soon arose all over Eastern Europe. Later, with the de -l'li oy
ment of native merchant and artisan classes i "whee
countries, the Jews’ position again detcriorated. b
The rise of craft and merchant gilds in the feudal pori ]
completely broke the Jewish monopoly of tradc{' j;-\-l'nlr
merchants and craftsmen were barred from the gilds: ‘rllh
Jew was more and more forced to practise usu:g- Th A
with the expansion of trade and commerce and tfit; “”;n‘,
q'uer_lt _mcreased demand for loans, the practice of usuiv .I(r-
Chnst:aps, once forbidden by the Churcl) d;:vﬂn :fI} I"’.
the Italian city republics, the Lombards and otll;ff){-rw.l ---‘"
astical medizeval bankers enjoyed the pmrcctinﬁ 1‘ I| !‘[- ]
Church, whose coffers received some of the profits (()vf' !l"ﬂ
trade. For with the expansion of trade the Church could "
remain 1nd1ﬁ'eren:c to new conditions, and its theorcli( Jm[
were able to adjust their principle so as to (iiqtiw(--:;;-l-]is
Eetwccn usury which was sinful and usury W]{i(.;,"\\::
moderate and acceptable.” Thus even the Jewish menope 1l
or virtual monopoly, of usury was broken, s

L History of the Jews in Russia and Poland, Philadelphia, 1916, Vol. I p. 51
’ > -4, D 5L

these
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In the period of the decline of the feudal order, when
Furope was shaken by pro-anl revolts which were ruthlessly
crushed, the hanging il quartering of the rebels was
accompanied by savage offac s on the Jews. Religious

superstitions and fears were mmingly"'ﬁ‘tﬂ'i;cd by the feudal
lord and priest. The Jew. with lis peculiar religion and his
dealings with large sums «f money, was made responsible
for the bad harvest, the plazue, the poisoning of wells—for
all ills of society! The foudal State crushed the uprisings;
its Tellow, the feudal Churchi (the biggest landlord with the
biggest stake in the feudal svstem), did its share in diverting
the seething rebellious [+ ling of the masses away from those

really responsible, towards the Jews. These anti-Jewish
excesses were fundameniille a perverted expression of social
revolt—the dark fury ol the backward populace suffering
untold agony as a result ol the decadence of the social order

and desiring to strike at those responsible for their suffering.
Again the Jew was woluod in as a buffer, to receive the
blind, ferocious blows really due to the feudal exploiters;
just as centuries later in | sarist Russia the ruling class was
to use the Jews as a bufler hetween itself and the revolution-
ary masses, deflecting through bloody pogroms the rising
revolutionary tide away from itself to the jews.

Similarly with the national revolutionary wars waged by
the Hussites in the fifte: n¢h century in Bohemia against the
Roman Church., The national rebellions of a rising

bourgcois class against lendal autocracy were crushed with
terrible bloodshed. But in the process of stamping out
rebellions against fenli! “law and order” whole Jewish

communitics were m:cored as well. Outstanding among
those who “crusaded™ a:iinst the Hussites was the Domini-
can monk, St. John ol Capistrano, who also carned him-
self in these “‘crusalc” the title of “Scourge of the
Jews.”

Such “crusades” awinst the progressive movements of
that time have had th.ir counterpart in those more rccent
“crusades” organised i Iritain and in France against the
young Soviet Republic, » ith the aim of restoring the butcher
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régime of the Tsars. The pogromists, Denikin, Kolchak,
Pctiura, the darlings of the City of London, were “crusaders™
for the restoration of the Tsarist knout and gallows who

earned themselves, like Capistrano, the title of “scouree of

the Jews.” And just as the slow break up of feudal society
| engendered sharp social coulflicts and tremendous suflering
- among the masses of the people, which in turn cvoked
. violent Jew hatred, so to-day, as the present order of (hings
| is shaken by Fascism’s war on liberty and freedom. anti-
Semitism and Jew hatred become rampant. The apologists
and ‘upholders of feudal socicty, particularly the Church,
were as vociferous in Their concern about the Jewish problem
as the reactionary thcorists of to-day.

Where The Jews in a particular country, instead of only
serving the interests of the feudal princes, had been <irong
enough to sharc in the general progress of the mer-hant
class of the country itself, the feudal ruling caste, headed [33%
the Church, was not slow to strike with increasing ferocity at
an important constituent sector of the ¢lass whose power it
wished to curb. This was strikingly demonstrated in Spain,
where at the end of the fifteenth century there took place
the biggest and most cruel expulsion of Jews the world
at that time had ever known.

‘The Spanish Jews, who had lived in Spain for over twelve
centuries, had become an important element of the mer-hant
and artisan class. A number were tax-collectors and finance
experts serving the monarchy. The Jews on the wlole
occupiéd an important position in the commercial, finineial
and industrial spheres. They made immense contributions
to the arts and sciences. Among then were outstand imgly
wealthy persons with a great deal of influence. But in 1102,
after a long period of oppression and persccution, they were
expropriated and finally expelied (together with the Moors).
At a time when peasant revolts and social conflicts were
occurring in Spain, attacks on thc Jews well served the
purpose of the feudal ruling class under Ferdinand and
Isabella, and the interests of the Church; persecution of the

Jew not only diverted the cnergies of the masses, but also
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crushed a bourgeois elemrnt inimicra_l to the feudal state a?c%
weakened the rising mid:!le clase. Thus thc“Spamsh fcx}.;c_z;l
ruling class and the Church expelled an clmrllc_ntdw 1f:1
frmed the backbone of (\']x;nn-:j] mmrncrc;l’al and industria
life . . . the sinews of the middle class.”t .
The persecution, of conr . mul:- on a rellgl(?l‘!._ﬂl faam, for
throughout the Middle Ao the Church oceupicd 2 ogln}
ant place in men’s Tives: 1t anided all the mr)‘\rcmcn o
men from baptism to the Tnivial serviee, and was the _gzter}vlzlly
to that life to come in whilall men ff:rvcntly believed. ! e
Church cducated childien: in the village parlshc’s—w ere
ihe mass of the peoplc = -1+ illiterate—the parson’s sermog
was the main source of imtnrmation on current cyen;sl anl
problems. The parish it~ 17 was an important unit o or,]a
rovernment, collecting ol doling out su;h pittances as the
1:-00r received. The Chu b provided them with cntcrtaa(?—
ment and shows. Tt took 11+ place of news and propaganda
services now covered by oy different and more efﬁclle?t
institutions—the Press, 1« B.RLC., the ciema, the club,
g
(‘n;v{{:?l\fog;:;nisll Jews. rscape  persecution, e}r:lbr?.ceg
Christianity, but even thi= Jicd not save them from t eﬂw ?}tl
of the populace in perili of intense so.cml l§treSa. thg
Marranos (as these bap ol Jews were (,allr.r ) w;re ;
“new Christians.” Thev ©ore g cused of usurping the p.fJSS!
and positions of true Ciordian believers (just as Jews dt?(r
“non-Aryan” Christians lve heen accused of usurping the
positions of “true” Germomsi. They were net “genuine ,
believers. Violent atisn!. were made on these 1112\
Christians”™ in periods of infense unrest. Few were savul Y
baptism from the uses fo whirli the ruling cI:'M putﬂ[ 1c|;
unbaptised brethren. Lave- numbers of Marranos suficre
torture and execution at the hands of the I"l‘ll'll]iﬁ-]l-lon.‘ y
Many of the Jews who Io5 Spain went to Turkey anc‘ol c;‘
parts of the Ottoman ropive. at that pm'n;ni in process 0
expansion. There the | were needed, and once again

1 A. Sachar, op. eil., p. 07

2 The English Revolution. = - . 1 (hristopher Hill, 1940, p. 15-
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their utility brought them freedom and privileges. They
followed their commercial, professional and other occupa-

tions and contributed much to the development of the
Empire.

(3) Jews in the Bourgeois Order

The dominance of the bourgeoisic brought gradual
emancipation for the Jew, in so far as he had an imporiant
part to play in the new society. This did not mean that anti-
Semitism automatically dicd out in the countries where
merchant capital developed, but its most horrible and «rude
forms began to disappear.

In Holland and her Empire (where numbers of the Jewish
refugees from Spain went) and later in Irance, England and
in America, Jewish merchants participated in the commerce
of the period. The new dominant merchant class recognised
the value of the Jews to the bourgeois State. To be sure, it
did not suddenly become Judophile. Cromwell did not a!low
the Jews to return to England after an absence of three and
a half centuries because of a great love for the Jews, hut
because he recognised the value of the Jewish merchant and
banker to the bourgeois English State. Thus where bouricois
State power was complete, the ghetto walls were gradially
broken down, and the Jew could emerge and live on prace-
able terms with his neighbours.

The rise of industrial capitalism at the end of the ciahi-
eenth and beginning of the nincteenth centuries tended 1o
break up the cohesion of the Jewish groups; large-seale
industry drew the Jews into the vortex of capitalist develop-
ment. To a large extent they were broken up into the ¢lisses
corresponding to capitalism. Class formations began (o
appear sharply among them. '

The Jewish big capitalist fitted quite normally into the
capitalist ruling class. To some extent, the poorer Jews i1l
fitted in to their corresponding class, but not so thoronelilv
as the bourgeois Jew. The mediaval gilds in Western Furape
had barred the Jew from handicra(t. Feudal land tenure
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in the main kept him olf 1he soil. There were few ‘]cwwg
peasants. Since the modern industrial proletariat was form::
from declassed handicrafismen unable to compete with
large-scale industry and from peasants bereft of their land,
there did not arise among (he Jews in }’Vestcru and Central
Furope a broad layer of Jowish proletarians. Only in Eastcn&
Furope, where the power of the gilds had been w»f:akf:!(‘l .z‘:ln
where Jewish handicrafisnien were more numcrous, did 2a
relatively small Jewish prolotariat come into existence. ]?jut a
companitivcly large propertion of the Jews were still traders,
of various kinds, belongine to the lower middle classes rather
roletariat. _ )
th?\?c::ft]}:cﬁzsﬁ, rising indnstrial - capitalism .d1c¥, albtilt
incompletely, tend to inteurate the Jews within itself. In

industrialised Western Fanope and the U.S.A. the Jews had -

won cqual political right «nd equality of citizenship by the
middle of the nineteenth century. But anti-Semitism did not
completely die out. It «till exisied, in a weak, sporadic or
latent form. Pogroms il vinlent phys:cal attacks on Jews,
however, became a thine ol (he distant past. Many people

even hegan to think tho: o Jewish question had ceased to
exist. ) )
In Eastern Europe, on the other hand, particularly in
Tsarist Russia, where ciipitalism was weak and where feudal
relations still existed, the conditions of the J;::w.vs were to a
large cxtent similar to whit they had been in the Middle

Ages. The Jews were barred from the land. They werc_ovc;'t—
whelmingly concentratod in trade and small ha_ndlcrah.
The growing poverty ! the peasantry undermined te%
position of the small Jovish trader. The dcvelnpmcnt_nl
large-scale industry ruined the Jewish and mnon-Jewish
handicraftsmen. The «oclassed non-Jewish artisan could
enter the large factories o+ o proletarian, but the declassed

Jewish artisan, for the mot part, found himself barred from
Jarge-scale industry by nti-Jewish legislation. Hundreds of
thousands of Jews ane their fimilies were thus reduced to
a state of starvation. Poluically, the Jew had no rights. The

Tsarist ruling class old-Bloodedly organised  pogroms
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against Jews in periods of intense social conflict and revoli-
tionary unrest so as to deflect away from itsclf the rising anger
of the exploited masses. The great emigrations to the Wt
began (p. 35). The more developed West, and, particulariy.,

the growing industrics of the U.S.A., absorbed hundreds f

thousands of these Jews, transforming them into bitterl-
exploited proletarians who quickly lcarnt to ficht side by
side with their fellow workers on the issues which affecte
the working class as a wholc.

Once again in the process of historical development the
Jew had found a place in society; “liberal” industrial
capitalism, with its democratic institutions, appeared to
have solved the Jewish question. ;

(4) Jews in the Epoch of Imperialism

The development of capitalism into its imperialist stage
brought the Great War of 1914-18 and the world economic
crisis of 1929-32: the decline of capitalisin, the opening of
more intense social conflicts had begun. A sixth of the world
was torn away from the capitalist spherc to become the
first Socialist State. The most hardly pressed of the capital-
ists were compelied to resort to cvery kind of diversion to
sidetrack the struggles of the workers and to disrupt their
forces.

Learning from the past, they encouraged and fostered
Jew-baiting and the most violent race hatred. As Hitler
remarked to Herr Rauschning, the Jews “arc a valuable
hostage given to me by the democracies. Anti-Semitic
propaganda in all countries is an almost indispensable
medium for the extension of our political campaign. You
will see how little time we shall need in order to upset the
ideas and criteria of the whole world simply and purely by
attacking Judaism.”* From 1933 onwards heean the worst
excesses in the lands of Gocthe and Beethoven, where
Fascism, for years financed and supported by the big
industrialists and bankers, became the weapon with which

1 The Voice of Destruction, by Dr. Rauschning, New York, 1940.
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the ruling class attempted (o crush the revolutionary mass
mavement of the workers a1l their allies. Here, side by side
with Krupp and Thyssen, v e Jewish bankers and industri-
alists, one of whom explaincd to Edgar Mowrer that “he
waould assist the very devil, conld the latter be persuaded to
lciud a fight against that most roinous influence in the contem-
porary world, Marxism.””t _

Big Jewish capitalists an! bankers had been integrated
with the dominant class. 1'iil. owing to the relatively late
development of modern capitilisra in Germany and Austria
where the Jews had lived and wndergone persecution for
centuries, and also to the strennth of the big agrarian interests
an<l military traditions of th~ semi-feudal Prussian Junker
coite, the middle classes in these countries included a
relatively large proportion of Jews engaged not only in
cmimerce but in all the liberal professions, the sciences and
avis, Economic competition in these spheres could only
intensify the comparatively large hang-over of anti-Semitism
which persisted with extensive survivals of feudalism. One
ol the uses of anti-Semitism wns to clear out large sections of
thrse middle classes at a fime of cxtreme political and
coomomic  crisis by eliminniing Jewish doctors, lawy(_ars,
scinntists, traders, etc., thus reducing economic competition
an<l the spread of dangerons tlens. Its main use, of course,
was to divert mass strugele aoainst capitalism into mass
persecution of the Jews: the Versailles Treaty, with its
hurdens on the German people, (GGermany’s defeat in the
It war and the inflation that ensucd—all the evils of capi-
tlism were put to the acconnt, not of capitalism, but of the
Jewws.2
" The victory of Fascism in (:~rinany, made possible by the

" Yidgar Mowrer, Germany Puts the ¢ ¢ © Ia-k. Penguin Special, p. 93.

" ‘We German doctors demand 1+ o ccliian of all Jews from the medical
tre rment of our fellow countryme toivletag Deputy Dr. Ruppin, Gross-
12 ner Aderziblatt, Nay 2oth, 1933 A hinit the nature-healers to the panel.
jiaow all Jews out of German e o v (A rticle .in Del.ltn:he Vo/l\.:qur.rundhml,
qreted by dngriff, April 18th, 1oy, 1o Jewish dispensing C]‘ICIH]S‘L‘ as well
as o numhber of Jewish assistants Lo been climinated at one blow” (Angriff,
Nowrmber 5th, 1937).
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disunity of the working-class movement, began the main
offensive of Fascism against the working people throughout
the world and rallied to itsclf thc most recactionary elements
in every country, including Britain. The working peoples
responded by intensified struggle to regain or to preserve
their hard-won democratic liberties. Under conditions,
first, of general economic crisis, inter-imperialist rivalry and
intensified social conflict, and, finally, of world war, a wave
of anti-Semitism has arisen whose equal has not been scen
in Europe for centuries. Once again “the Feroush problem’ has
come sharply to the forefront; once again anti-Semitism is
a weapon of the ruling classes and is making headway even
in countries like Britain which are at war with the leader of
world anti-Semitism.

To these urgent problems of to-day we shall return in our

final chapter (p. 87).

(5) The Jewish Contribution to Human Progress

Class society has made a scapegoat of the Jew; Dhut
civilisation owes much to the Jewish people. As a result of
their peculiar social development, they rcached a com-
paratively high level of intellectual development. They
have made very great contributions to the arts and sciences
of the ages. Just as the arts and sciences of the Middle Avcs
were enriched by Jews in countrics where they enjoyed a
large measure of political freedom (Moslem Spain and, for
a period, Catholic Spain), so capitalist society creatcd
conditions where the Jewish pcople bequeathed more than
a full share to the scientific and cultural heritage of man-
kind. Maimonides, Spinoza, Hcine, Karl Marx and Einstcin
—these are but a few of mankind’s grecatest thinkers and
scientists who were Jews. As individuals who have enriched
the scientific knowledge and culture of mankind, their
names are immortal. They will be remembered and revered
when Hitler will long have been forgotten.

There arose also from the Jewish community many who
were among the foremost fighters for freedom and socinl
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instice in every progressive and liberationary movement.
In the period of reaction thnt fullowed the Napolconic wars,
many Jews played a prominent part in the progressive
hourgeois liberal movement. Jeinrich Heine, the great
poet, was hated by reactionaries of his period as a fighter for
(reedom. His younger frici!, Karl Marx, who came from an
old German family of rabhis aind brilliant Talmudic scholars,
was to be the father of scicntifte Socialism, the man who was
{0 revolutionise the progressive thought of the nineteenth
century and to point the path of victory for the proletariat.
In the Hungarian insurrcction in 1848, led by Kossuth
srainst Hapsburg autocracy, there were special Jewish
lattalions. Many Jews laiil down their lives for national
lreedom in this bloody revolt and its even bloodier repression.

In the revolutionary movement against Tsarism and
in the ranks of the International Birigade in Spain, 1936-38,
numbers of Jews played a prominent part side by side with
(heir non-Jewish comradcs. 'To-day many thousands of Jews
are among the foremost and best fighters in the Labour
and progressive movements of all countries.

Because they were them«lves members of a persecuted
race, many Jews tended o ally themselves with all pro-
cressive classes and groups and to fight side by side with
ihem for the freedom and cimancipation of all, including the
Jewish people. What must not he overlooked, however, is
the highly ethical and procressive clement which (despite
a large mass of petrified 1itnal and taboo) runs like a red
thread through the culture «which the Jews throughout the
aaes have developed amony themselves. The ancient Hebrew
prophets thundered again<t the appression and cxploitation
of the labouring people I the landowners and wealthy
aristocracy of their time. 1lieir aspirations were for a better
»nd nobler world. Maim mides, the great Hebrew scholar
and philosopher, who introduced the progressive elements
of the Grco-Arabic philosiphy into Jewish thought, also
influenced the humanisim of the Middle Ages. The Yiddish
litcrature which arose in Russia in the nineteenth century
was permeated with a spirit of militancy and hatred of
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exploitation and oppression. These are but a few examples
from Jewish cultural development indicating the ideological
factor which helped to bring so many Jews into the forefront
of every struggle for freedom and social justice.

When the Dominican monks dccided, towards the end of
the Middle Ages, to burn the Talmud in public, this was not
mere religious fanaticism. These faithful watchdogs of the
Catholic Church were jealous defcnders of clerical feudal
privileges against the humanists, the progressive spokesmen
of the rising merchant bourgeoisie. The humanists criticised
the dogmas of the Catholic Church, and its ever-tightening
repression on the progressive frecdom of thought and learn-
ing which developed with the rising bourgeoisie and under-
mined the social order supported by the Church. The
Talmud was one of the great intcllectual springs from which
liberal humanism drew its sustenance; to the Church it was
therefore a dangerous and seditious document. In Germany
it was ordered to be burned in the fifteenth century.

Johann Reuchlinn, the greatest of Germany's medi@val
humanists, came out fearlessly in defence of the Talmud
against that coarse and ignorant spokesman of feudal
reaction, Pfefferkorn, and by so doing rallicd around him all
the young liberal humanists. Many of them knew not a
word of Hebrew, but they supported Reuchlinn in opposition
to the decrees of the Church and the Empcror Maximilian.
To them the defence of the Talmud against the Church and
the Emperor was the defence of all that was great and
progressive.

The genius of Lenin was quick to recognisc this tendency
which runs like a red thread through Jewish culture. It was
he who pointed out the “‘great progressive and universal
characteristics of Jewish culture, its internationalism, its
receptivity of the progressive currents of the Middle Ages.”
It was he who drew attention to the fact that the proportion
of revolutionaries among Jews was higher than that of any
other nationality in Tsarist Russia, giving this as anothe
important reason for the organiscd pogroms of Tsarism, in
addition to the need for a scapcgoat.
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This historic element in Jewish cultural development, its
influence on the progressive groups and on their spokesmen
in the social struggles of e past, must not be overlooked or
minimised; it is somethine which the Jewish people may

justly be proud of and hom which they can still draw

mmspiration. Its obvious lessim for the Jew of to-day is that if
he is to be true to his gicat progressive traditions and
culture, his place must he alongside all those who are
{ighting the Fascist monstcr and thus paving the way for
the victory of Socialism.

It is to be deplored that this revolutionary clement in

Jewish culture, as well as the fact that Jews have been

amongst the foremost fighters for freedom and social justice
through the ages, is glos<e'l over by many of our Jewish
hourgeois historians and leoders. They try to present the
meek, mild and persecuted Jew, who is never a rebel, but
merely wants to be left alone in peace.

It is also to be deplored that there are still Jewish Socialists
and revolutionaries who me cither ignorant of or indifferent
to the rich, revolutionary fradition in Jewish history and
culture. That Lenin, a noun-]~w, should have perceived this
is a mark of his genius a: one of the greatest masters of
revolutionary strategy; it noves also his deep understanding
of the position and prollcius of oppressed minorities and
groups. That there are still Jewish progressives who think
that this revolutionary clement in Jewish history and
culture is not worth bothering about, who see no necessity
for working among the fcuwish people and using their rich,
progressive tradition as a means of rallying them in the
struggle against Fascism and for social progress as a whole—
this 18 an unfortunate cxample of narrow sectarianism.
Indeed, it is precisely this outlook which makes some Jews
remark that Jewish revolutionary fighters struggle for the
cmancipation of all oppresscd penples except their own.

For the non-Jew the history of the Jewish problem is a
history of diversions and «t*1nbling blocks placed in the path
of social progress. For the |- v it is not just one of bloodshed,

persecution and tears, bnt olso one of noble struggle for a
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better order. The struggle of humanity to progress inclurles
of necessity the struggle against anti-Semitism, the tool of the

tricksters and barbarians, of thc enemies of the peoples and of

the freedom of nations.

Chapter 1T
SOCIALISM AND THU JEWISH QUESTION

(1) NATIONALITIES IN THE SOVIET UNION. (2) HOW
THE JEWS WERE EMANCIPATED. (3) THE QUESTION OF
JEWISH TERRITORY. (4) BIRO-BIDJAN: A JEWISH
STATE UNIT. (5) FROM THL BORDER SIATES OF THE
U.8.8.R. (6) THE JEWISH QUESTION SOLVED. (7) THE
NAZI INVASION. (8) MARX ON THE JEWISH QUESTION.

(1) Nationalities in the Soviet Union

THERE have been many attempts to solve the Jewish question
within the existing order of things. The Zionist eflort to solve
it in Palestine (which we shall discuss in Chapter IIl) is
well known. But the way the Jewish question has been
tackled in the U.S5.S.R. has not reccived the publicity and
understanding it deserves.

Tsarist Russia was a prison house of nations. Of the
population of the Russian Empire, only 43 per cent. was
Great Russian, while 57 per cent. consisted of oppressed and
subject nations, representing almost 200 diflerent nation-
alities. If the labouring pcople of Great Russia, the vast
majority of them peasants, suffercd cconomically and
politically, living in abject poverty and miscry, the numerous
minorities, who were the “colonial slaves™ of the Empire,
were doubly oppressed. They suffered as workers and as
members of an oppressed nation. In 1921 Stalin said of these
Ukrainians, White Russians, Uzhcks, Turkmens, Circassians,
Karelians, Yakutians, Jews and many others:

1
1
|
|
)
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“The policy of Tsarism, the policy of the landlords and the

hourgeoisie, towards these roples was to destroy every germ of
statehood among them, to cripple their culture, restrict the use of
their native tongue, hold 1o in a state of ignorance, and,
linally, as far as possible t Russily them. The effects of the

policy are reflected in the o level of development and the
political backwardness of these peoples.”” (Marxism and the National
and Colonial Question, p. 94.)

Within the dominant (:reat Russian nation there existed
hatred of the smaller nations, and among these oppressed
peoples there was bitterness and  hatred of the Great
[Russians. Racial antagonism and chauvinism among the
national minorities were femented by the Russian ruling
class: to take only onc cxample, the incitement of the
(seorgians against the Arnenians. By the encouragement of
all forms of racial antagoni<m, the peoples were divided, and
their struggle for national fircedom was diverted into paths
of inter-communal conllicts, thus enabling the Tsarist
imperialists to exploit and enslave them all the more
cffectively.

The Jews under the T<r numbered roughly five and a
lhalf millions. They were segregated into a “pale of settle-
ment.” Barred from the land, large-scale industry and
higher education, the miajority of them eked out their
livelihood in petty trade and small handicrafts. Their
cconomic condition was in (he main one of poverty; they
had no political rights; they suffered terribly in the pogroms
which the ruling class orgimnised. Between 1881 and 1910,
more than 1,100,000 Jeus left Russia for the U.S.A., and
Jarge numbers migrated fo Pritain, sceking a freer life.

The Revolution of Fehriary, 1917, which brought about
the abolition of Tsarism, did not put an end to national
oppression. The Kerensky (iovernment proposed continued
participation in’ the imperialist war, and its attitude to the
subject nations is seen cleariy in its dispersal of the Finnish
Diet and its suppression of the cultural institutions which
arose in the Ukraine immediately after the Revolution.

With the Socialist Revelution of October, 1917, however,



=g

p—

36 ANTI-SEMITISM AND THE JEWISH QUESTION

the bondage of these many nations ended. The Bolshevik
Government at once proclaimed self-dctermination and the
right of secession for all parts of the Empire; the class which
had defeated the power of capital and was replacing pro-
duction for profit by production for common use could have
no interest In maintaining the servitude of subject nations.
In the new Soviet State the cenditions [rom which national
oppression arose had ceased to exist.

The workers and peasants of the oppressed nations par-
ticipated in both revolutions, contributing largely to the
final victory gaincd over the armed oppusition of their own
capitalists and landlords, who desired national “frecdom’
only to set up their own capitalist rule. It was the Sccinlist
alliance of thc workers and peasants of ¢/l Russia which
defeated the Tsarist ruling class and the capitalist world-be
ruling classes of the various nationalitics of the "tearist
Empire, and successfully resisted the intervention ol the
imperialists of Western Europe.

The Bolshevik Party, which led the revolution, heldd that
the victory of the working class could not be a lasting one
and that socialist society could not be established nnless
the oppressed nationalities became cmancipated.

“Real (and not merely juridical) crualisation of nations,
helping and encouraging the hackward nations to raisc thems-
selves to the cultural and cconomic level of the more advianced
nations,”

was seen as—

“one of the conditions nccessary for sccuring frateen:l co-
operation between the toiling masses of the vorious nationalitics™

(Stalin, op. cit., p. 115).

The practical policy which [ollowed from these facts and
considerations involved working out and putting into cfect
practical measures in rclation to:

“(1) The study of the economic conditions, social lifn and
culture of the backward nations and peoples;
*(2) The development of their culture;
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“{g) Their political education: o .

“(4) Their gradual and poinls incorporation into the higher
torms of economic life; and )

“(5) The erganisation of rnomis co-operation hetween the
toilers of the backward and 1+ advaneed nationalities” (ibid.,
p. 116).

‘e peoples outside Greant Russin were to be helped, as
Stalin put it, to develop @l concolidate their own Soviet
State system in forms consi< e with the national character
o these peoples; to organis 1heir vwn courts, administrative
I velies, economic organs an overnment organs functioning
i the native language | recmited from among local
pople acquainted with the ©toms and psychology of the
local population: and to ol a Press, schools, theatres,
ctibs and cultural and e lve tional institutions generally,
finctioning in the native bivonge. ‘

Out of the application ©! the national policy we have
deseribed there arose new S/ nations with new national
cultures. With the assistanee of the Soviet Government,
(he economic life of the perples was rapidly organised and
developed on the most ! rn lines with new industries
and large-scale agriculture. In the cultural sphere, the
Covernment encouraged (he use of the national languages
in the schools and the o lministrations as the medium
(hrough which thc mation: shonld develop their specific
cultures on Socialist lines. “Where few or no schools had
previously existed thousasils of clementary and secondary
<« hools and numerous unis critics were built. Theatres and
other cultural institutions ol all kinds were opened. The
linguages of the most hacbward and primitive nation:al
wvoups, who lacked even writton alphabets, were closely

ndied and alphabets wer provided, so that no hindrances
iould exist to national . vclopiment through languages.*

{ Thus the Evenks, Nentsi, Hant . “Jansi and other smal! national groups
in various districts of the Soviet %o were utterly illiterate. They had no
slphabet, or even writing symbel. e Aeademy of Science pravided an
~lnhabet, opened schools :mci prbid feel grammars and primers. This was also

(e ease in respect of the Kharigtes, o Coliure and Leisure,” The U.S.5.R.

s ks for Iself, Vol. 4, pp. 62-5.
Co
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In the new national cultures in the different langnages,
traditional folk-lore and cultural activity were richly
developed by poets, novclists and artists, themselves brought
into being by the new, frce, creative life.

The national cultures have a common confen! in the
Socialist economy in which the ncw life is rooted; they
differ in form, in the pcculiar cultural characteristics of
various nations.

“The period of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the
building of Socialism in the U.S.S.R. is a period in which
national culture, Socialist in content and national in form,
blossoms. . . . The development of national cultures is bound to
proceed with a new impelus when universal elementary ccucation
in the respective native languages has been introduced and has
taken root. . . . Only if the national cultures develop will jt be
possible to secure the real participation of the backward nationali-
ties in the work of Socialist construction. . . . This is the very Dasis
of the Leninist policy of assisting and supporting the development
of the national cultures of the peoples of the U.S.5.R."” (ibid.,
p. 261).

The national cultures are rapidly developing and in the
life of creative labour all peoples are becoming permeated
with the idea of Socialist construction. They fecl that their
fatherland stretches beyond their own territorics to the
furthest borders of Soviet lands. Every citizen of an autonom-
ous republic or region knows that he is as welcome and
as useful in any other part of the U.S.S.R. as in his own
particular State unit. To-day the unity of the Sovict pcoples
in defence of their land has become manifest to all.

In such a society there is no place for racial hatred; in
that society the Jews now breathe frecdom.

(2) How the Jews were emancipated

During the 1914-18 War, and in the period of the Civil
War and intervention by the capitalist Powers, the Jews
had suffered greatly. Much of the fighting on the Tastern
Front during the four ycars’ war occurred in thc western
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territories of the Tsarist Empire—in Poland, Lithuania,
\White Russia—where millions of Jews lived, and almost the
whole of the Pale was within the zone of military opcrations
or its immediate vicinity.

“During the Civil War /v While armies made great use of
anti-Semitism.  Their incitcment of non-Jews against Jews
arpassed that of Tsarist «(vs. The landlords and capitalists
wanted to recover their old r l1s: positions at any cost. Jew-baiting
and pogroms had been in tli 15t ane of the methods of bolstering

np and prolonging their closs rule. They thought that with even
areater and more violent pooroms they might overthrow the
proletarian dictatorship. The White generals, Petlura, Denikin,
iLoltchak, Bulacovitch and oiiiers organised during the interven-
fion 1,520 pogroms in g1 «iilfiient places. The victims in the
Ukraine and White Russi totalled 200,000 dead and j00,000
maimed, while 300,000 were carphaned” (Jews in the USS.R.;
a Symposium, by Diamond:tein, Kalinin and others, Moscow,

1935, p- 19).

With these losses and with (he Jews of Poland, the Baltic
I'rovinces and Bessarabin outside Soviet territory, the

Jewish population under the Soviet Government after the

revolution was no more (hian about 3 millions.

Within the first week of its cxistence, the Soviet Govern-
ment issued an edict entitlid “The Declaration of the Rights
of the Peoples of Russia,” which proclaimed the sovereignty
and equality of the peoples of Russia: their right to free
self-determination, even to the point of separation to form
independent States, the ali/lition of all national and peculiar
religious privileges and rectrictions; and the principle of free
development of the natinnal minorities and ethnic groups
inhabiting Russia. The Jews and all other nationalitics were
thus given equal rights, and anti-Semitism and all racial
chauvinism were outlawed.

The deep economic chances hrought about by the Socialist
revolution sharply affectod the Jews. Private ownership of
the land was abolished and replaced by Statc ownership.
The lands of the landlords. the bourgeoisie, and the Tsar’s



e —————————

. . —— —————— " — —

40 ANTI-SEMITISM AND THE JEWISH QUESTION

family, the monasteries and the churches were turnce over
to the working people for their free use. All mineral resourees,
forests and waters became likewise the property of the peaple.
During the remaining months of that year and the carly
months of 1918 the Soviet Government concentrated in its
own hands the key economic positions of the national
economy. The factories, mills, banks, railways, foreign trade
and mercantile fleet were taken over. Measures of compulsion
in relatign to petty trade rapidly followed, for speculation
and profiteering, taking advantage of the people’s want,
were an especial danger at that time. The millions of small
producers and traders in town and country would not
submit to State accounting and control of distribution, and,
what is more, they were a breeding ground for capitalism.
From these economic changes arose special problems
which had to be solved in the task of assisting the Jewish
people to become integrated within the new Soviet structure,
For centuries the Jews had been largely excluded trom
agriculture and the professions, and, in modern times, from

large-scale industrics (most of which were situated outside
the Pale).

“Under Tsarism less than 2 per cent. of the Jews were peasants,
less than 4 per cent. were industrial workers. Roughly 20 per cent.
were handicraftsmen, the vast majority in straitened cirenm-
stances. Nearly 40 per cent. were petty traders eking out a
miserable existence. A small pereentage were wealthy. The rest
lived by unstable, unproductive means concerned often with
Jewish ritual, obscrvances and  customs (rabbis, marripze
brokers, masters of ccremonics at marriages, and so on). Many
of these vocations had no counterpart, of course, outside the

ghetto” (Jews in the US.S.R., p. 54).

The fate of profit-making trading bore very heavily upon the
Jews, of whom such a large proportion were engaged in
petty trade. The special Government Commissariat for
Jewish Affairs, headed by Diamondstein, which was sct up
after the Revolution, immediately sct itsclf the task of
drawing Jews into industry, agriculture and all other sphcres
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of the national economy. The establishment of Jewish craft
co-operatives was enconrnced.

This economic rehabilitation of the Jews had to be under-
taken in extremely diflicnlt circumstances. The country had
been reduced to a state of riin by the four years of imperialist
war and three years of intctrventionist war.

SOCIALISM AND TTIF JEWISH QUESTION

“The gross output of ericultire in 1920 was only about one
half of the pre-war outpui  hat of the poverty-stricken Russian
countryside of Tsarist <1 s I'n make matters worse, in 1920
there was a harvest failure i niany of the provinces. . . . Industry
was in a state of complete disloration. "The output of lz\rgc-—sc_aic
industry in 1920 was a litile over ouc-§cw:nt'h of the pre-war.
Most of the factories were ot @ standstill; mines and 'colhcncs
were wrecked and flooder]. (vavest of all was the condition of the
iron and steel industry. 11 to1al output of pig iron was _nnly
116,300 tons, or about 3 v cent. of the pre-war output. lhcrc.I
was a shortage of fuel. Triansport was disrupted. Stocks of meta
and textiles in the country « cre nearly exhausted. I'here was an
acute shortage of such privie necessities as bread, fati,) meat,
footwear. clothing, matclios, salt, kerosene and soap (Short
History of the C.P.S.U.(B) . pp 21%).

Industry was thus in 1 state to absorb Jarge numbers of
Jews with no previous invlustrial experience. Numbers were,
indeed, absorbed into o whole variety of smaller industries;
many of the handicrafinen and even former traders werc
drawn into the craft co-operatives, for which training was
provided in Government schonls. But 40 per cent. of the
pre-war Jewish populaticn consisted of petty traders. Apart,
therefore, from the spheres o work alread_y mentioned, and
the administration and professions, which took a small
number, the main stre-« vwas placed upon the establishment
of Jewish agricultural zctilements.

“Lenin was greatly fntcosted in the pl'n!:vlcm of Jewish land
settlement, secing in thi= o+ quick and radical way out of the
severe cconomic conditions of the Jewish masses. . . . He raised
the question in the Cent:ol Conunittee of the Communist Party,
and it was decided that the appropriate Government organs
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should give every assistance to help in the transition of Jews to
agriculture. Concurrently with this decision, the People’s
Commissariat for Agriculture began immediately to allocate
large stretches of land for Jewish land settlement” ( Jews in the
USS.R., p. 20).

It is noteworthy that this was in 1919, when the Soviet
Republic was fighting for its very life against foreign inter-
vention.

The enormous difficulties in the years following the Civil
War and intervention made progress in land settlement
difficult, but it was neverthelcss achieved.

“In 1923, in eastern Ukraine, 2,786 Jewish familics were
growing, besides cercals, such commercial plants as beet, (lax,

hops, tobacco. . . . In the province of Gomel alone, 160 acricul-
tural artels were established, but over hall of them went uniler lor
want of equipment and sced and grain. It has been estimated 1hat

in 1923 the Jewish agricultural population of the Union was
nearly 76,000 as against some 53,000 in 1013, in the same
territory” (The Jews and Other Nationalities under the Soviric, lyy
A. Yarmolinsky, p. 85; written in 1927). )

In 1921 the New Economic Policy brought a strategic
pause in the advance towards socialisation of industry and
agriculture.

““In our economic offensive,” Lenin said plainly, ‘we did not
provide ourselves with an adequate base, and so it was necessary
to make a temporary retreat to a sccure rear’ ' (Short History of
the CP.S.U.(B.), p. 258).

This enabled many of the Jewish traders temporarily to
resume business, and their plight was o some extent miti-
gated.

After four years of strenuous work along the lines of
the New Economic Policy, cconomic restoration of the
shattered forces of production approachcd completion.

7 -
“In the fiscal year rg24-5, agricultural output had already
approached the pre-war level, amounting to 87 per cent. of -
war output. In 1925 the large-scale industries of the USSR,
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were already producing nhout three-quarters of the pre-war

industrial output. In the fiso o] vear 19245 the Soviet Union was
able to invest 385,000,000 ri:bies in capital construction work.
The plan for the electrifivation of the country was proceeding
successfully. . . . Wages hal 1isen, ind so had the productivity of
labour. The standard of living of the peasants had greatly

improved. In 1924-5 the Workers” and Peasants’ Government
was able to assign nearly 250.000.000 rubles for the purpose of
assisting the small peasanis” (Short History of C.PS.U.(B),
Pp- 271-2).

In these circumstances, Jewish lan_d settlement acqui_red
a real impetus. A special decrce was issued by the Presidium
of the Central Exccutive Committee of the White Russian
Soviet Republic giving certain’ privileges to the Jews in
relation to the distribution of free land. The Soviet Govern-
ment made it clear that its action was intended to correct
an historic injustice committed agamst the Jewish masses
in forbidding them by l1w to work on the land. '

In August, 1924, !7.108 Jewish families cultivated
156,115 dessiatines (1 «siatine=2-7 acres): three years
later 33,357 familics {;'- 000 pcl-rsons) occupied holdings
amounting to 452,052 ¢c-iahines.

‘lrr{g?th thge mﬁgs S{‘.E{llf‘un"-'-t of the Jews on the land there
arose Jewish National Recions in the Ukraine (.R_,.ahnmdorf,
Neu Zlatopolier and Stalindonf) and in the Crimea (Frei-
dorf, and Larindorf), with Yiddish as the official language.
Large numbers of Jewi .-1:_rig:ultural'scttlements grew in
these regions, as well o« in White Russia, the Caucasus and
Central Asia. In the simmer of 1927, over 21,000 families
occupicd more than 207000 dessiatines in the Ukraine:

over 3,300 familics workid an area of more than 106,000
dessiatines in the Crimen.
“It is at present possible t+ travel from Theodosia to Eupatoria,
a distance of 200 versts (167 Qulcs) w111m}1: le;}\=111q,’?xcept for
insignificant stretches, the toritory of Jewish villages™ (A. Yar-
molinsky, op. ¢it., P. 97)-
1 Der Yiddisher Poyer [The Jowish Peasant], Kharkov, No. 33, 1927.
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The Jews adapted themsclves with remarkable Gieility
to agricultural life, from which as a people they had Ieen
divorced for some 2,000 years. With the more recent develop-
ment of Biro-Bidjan, which we shall shortly describe in
detail, there are now ahout 400,000 Jews settled on the land
in the Soviet Union.

Of this adaptation and of the relations of Jewish and
non-Jewish land workers, Lion Feuchtwanger wrote in
1937, after a stay in the Soviet Union:

“I was interested to hear what non-Jewish Soviet peasants
had to say about these collective farms; T assumed that onti-
Semitism must manifest itsell here if anywhere, And it transpired
that originally the non-Jewish peasants had indead been il e
with superstitious notions as to the nature of the Jews, and tht
they considered them to be totally unsuited for farming, alv e all
things. Now they had only a good-humonred laugh for their
earlier prejudices. I was told of big friendlv contests eiveen
non-Jewish and Jewish settlements in the Ukraine, in the
Crimea and in the region of the Don. Don Cossacks told me (hat
it was not the fact that the Jews had beaten them in an -
cultural competition which had overcome their former misirust,
but that the Jews had proved themiselves o be the betier yiclers”
(Moscow, 1937, pp. 101-2).

The rapid development of large-scale industry as a resnit
of the first Five-ycar Plan absorbed laree nimbers of Jews,
while many found jobs within the Government adiminis-
tration. Side by side with the scttlement of Jews on land. a
process of economic rehabilitation aned receneration o the
Jews as equal citizens was taking place.

In the cultural sphere there were lig developments,
Yiddish was recognised as the official langnage of the Jews
in the U.S.S.R., and in the schools and administrations of
the Jewish National Regions it became the afficial langne.
Faculties of Yiddish Culture were created in the univer<ifios
of the Ukraine and White Russia, while three big national
newspapers! and many smaller regional ones were published

1 Emmess (Moscow), Oktober (Minsk) and Stern (Kiev).

Jewish National Regioi:,
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in Yiddish. The numerons Yiddish theatres include the
famous Yiddish State “T'heatre in Moscow; and within the
15 throughout the whole of the
Union, many Jewish lily:ie workers’ clubs, reading-rooms
and other cultural instinitions have arisen. Within a short
period a new Yiddish I'toanme began to arise out of the
new free productive life. cmbodving the best of past Jewish
literature and developing ow forms in poetry and prose,
so that to-day modern ~ovict Yiddish writers such as Izik
Pfeffer, Perez Markish o1l David Bergelsohn, to mention
only a few, are carryin: o the great literary tradition of
Mendele Mocher Sphoriin. shalom Aleichem and Yitschak
leib Perez, the great N illich classical writers. Morcover,
past and present Jewish « viters are read, not only by Jews
but by niillions of non-Jrw« in the scores of languages of the
various peoples, amongse «lom the most popular is Shalom
Aleichem, whose work o losely reflected the every-day

Jewish life and struggles «f bis time,

Such is the culture which has crown out of the life which
the Jews have been asiied to develop in the Socialist
Soviet Union. We shall return to this subject.

(3) The Question of Jewih Territory

Stalin, in 1913, define:! 1 nation as “a historically evolved,
stable community of lancvase, territory, economic life and
psychological make-up nomifested in a community of
culture.” The Jews of the 17.5.5.R. developed a fuller life,
enjoying in common with the many other peoples of the
Soviet Union cconomic. political and cultural freedom.
Nevertheless, without a 1orilory they were not equally a
Soviet nation with the Croreians, Ukrainians and the rest,
nor could they develop (11 specific cultural characteristics
to the full.

It is true that there dicd o o) exist compact settlements
of Jews with the maximun of Jowish autonomy, forming the
Jewish National Region . ' "ius in 1927 there were in White

1 Marxism and The Noroosal wed Colonial Question, p. 8.
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Russia eighteen Jewish local Soviets, four of them rural.
In the same year there were in the Ukraine 115 Jewish
Soviets, rural and semi-urban, cach of which represented
over 500 people, and onc Jewish regional Soviet, repre-
senting a population of 18,000, of which 16,000 were
Jewish farmers. But these Jewish scttlements were in the
midst of thickly populated autonomous republics, with
powerfully developed national cultures which might impede
the fullest development of Jewish culture.

Nor was this development likely to emerge from life in
the big industrial cities where large numbers of Jews lived,
True, their children could receive a Jewish Socialist cultural
background in schools directed to this purpose, often, too,
in schools which did not specially cater for it. Thus Moscow’s
40,000 Jewish workers have their newspaper and general
literature in Yiddish, their clubs and reading-rooms, and
the Jewish State Theatre, where they can enjoy the works of
Shalom Aleichem as well as translations of Pushkin, Lermon-
tov, Goethe and Shakespeare, performed by first-rate
artists. But the Moscow population is made up of cvery
Soviet nationality. In the cosmopolitan lifc and atmosphere,
with an ever-growing standard of life, the specific national
characteristics of Jews, Tartars, Uzbcks and so on tend to
vanish.

As Kalinin, President of the U.S.S.R., remarked:

“Moscow, for example, cannot preserve any specific national
characteristics. It represents a city collective of all nationalitics
within the U.S.S.R. . . . How much does the average [ewish
worker who has worked in Moscow for ten years preserve of his
Jewish nationality? Very little. Lific in Moscow is multi-national
in character, and specific national characteristics tend to hecome
slowly obliterated” ( fews in the U.S.S.R., p. 32).

A national territory was, therefore, necessary to enable
the Jews to expand to the fullest their cultural contrilbution
to the multi-national cultural development of the U.S.S.K.

The years of reconstruction which fibllowed the defeat
of the intervention had brought into existence new types of
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[ews who had formerly cxisted only in the dreams and

wistful aspirations of the Jews ol the ghetto. There came into
cwistence the Jewish peasant lirmer, tilling his land with the
most modern equipment, scitled on the soil like any non-

Jewish land worker, and rejoicing in the fullness of its

harvest. In basic industrics the Jewish worker ham_mercd
lis metal and built his machines with skill, inventiveness
and pride of craft. New virile Jewish writers mirrored the
revolution in Jewish life. Slowly but surely, Soviet society
was achieving what capitulist society in its heyday had
filed to achieve, the intcoration of the Jews asa whole into
thc socicty around them.

W'Si(zhou}tr this reconstruction of Jewish life, it would have
heen impossible to embark on the development of a Jewish
territory. Without the Jewich farmer, builder and factory
worker, the soil would remain unploughed and the factories
would never rise above the ground, let alone house machm.es
and turn out manufactined products. With the completion
of the phase of rehabilitation «nd reconstruction, @ new phase was
entered, the setting up of @ Jovi-h Stote uml. '

As there were no large reserves of free land in EuroPcan
Russia, the Jews were allotted a sparsely populated territory

in the Far East, with poicntialities for large-scale develop-
ment. The Presidium of the Executive Committee of the
(Inion, on March 28th, 102, sct aside “for adjoining Jewish
cettlements” all the free land in the Biro-Bidjan region,

and the decree provided that “should the colonisation of
the region proceed succes:ltily, the p0§szblllt}f of developing
it into a Jewish National administrative unit ought to be
kept in view.” This meant, in t'ﬂ‘cct,_thc setting up of a
Jewish Soviet Republic wlhen a sufficient population and
development of the territory should be reached.

Not all the Jews in the 17 S.S.R. were to be concentrated
within this one territory. T 1is was not the aim of the Soviet
Government., As Kalinin pointed out:

“Those Jews to whom Jewish national culture is so dear and
who desire to develop the jewish State unit as the base from
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which this Jewish culture, Socialist in content, will arise, must
help in the construction of Biro-Bidjan (Fews in the U.S.S.R.,
p- 33).

The cultural characteristics which the Jews in their state
unit would develop would be very different, though none

the less Jewish, from those of the Jews in capitalist society.

14

‘... The Biro-Bidjan Jews will not be a nationality with the
characteristics of the town Jews of Poland, Lithuania, ete. 'I'he
Jews will become Sccialist colonisers on a free, rich territory,
colonisers with strong fists and sharp teeth, who will become a
strong national group within the Soviet family of nations. This,
of course, is a matter of time™ (ibid., p. 34).

For the development of this virgin land, a large farming
population would be needed. Kalinin pointed this out in
saying that to accomplish this big task—

L1

‘. . . an important section of the Jewish people must become
transformed into a compact, firmly rooted Jewish farming
community. . . .”

Those Jewish workers in the U.S.S.R. with national
aspirations which they wished to fulfil along Socialist Tincs,
were prepared to face every hardship to see that the Soviet
Jews developed their territory and achicved Socialist
nationhood.

The inhabitants of the Jewish territory were in no sense to
be isolated and segregated from the rest of the Soviet peoples.
In the Soviet Socialist Union the closest co-operation of all
peoples has been rendered possible and is vecessary for the
further building of Socialism. The Jewish settlers could he
sure of maximum assistance in developing their territory
and in linking it up with the more advanced regions of the
U.S.S.R. They would not only be achicving national aims;
they would be playing an important part in Socialist
construction, and they would bhe helping to develop the
backward small population alrcady inhabiting Biro-Bidjan.
Thus in 1928 began a new phase in the reconstruction of the
life of Soviet Jewry, the building up of a Jewish State nnit.
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(4) Biro-Bidjan: A Jewish State Tlnit

liro-Bidjan is a large tervitory, slightly more than half
the size of Britain. 1t is situated in the IFar Eastern Territory
of Siberia, stretching from the A River northwards and
traversed through its centre by the Trans-Siberian Railway.
Its castern boundary is within a {ew miles of Khabarovsk, the
capital city of the Far Eastern Territory, which is about
cichtcen hours’ journey from Vladivostok. Biro-Bidjan is
also the name of the capital 1vvn in the centre of the Biro-
Bidian region (previously it was called Tikhon Kaja). It
has its own station on the Tvans-Siberian Railway; all
expross trains stop here on their way between Vladivostok
and Moscow. Before it was afloited for Jewish settlement, it
was sparsely populated by some 50,000 people of varying
nationalities, backward in «liracter. With the advent of
Jewish settlers, the population has more than quadrupled
itsclf.

Forests cover more than hail of Biro-Bidjan. There are
larce areas of good meadow and prairie land, while there
arc stll large stretches which require amelioration. The
recion is well watered, and has considerable mineral
resources: lime, building-ston«. ¢ranite, marble,! basalt and
quartzite, besides rich deposits of raphite and magnesite,
ant| high-grade iron ore estimnted at 3,400,000 tons. Large
coal deposits have been discos cved. The soil is highly fertile,
yiclding abundant harvests <1 wheat, oats, rice, sova beans
and other cereals; some 2,000,000 acres are now under
cultivation. From these faci 10 is clear that tremendous
scope exists for agricultural ool industrial development and
thus for mass settlement.

In 1918-22 Biro-Bidjan h.d Dbeen the scene of epic
strnggles between the men of tlic Red Army and Japanese
int-rventionist troops, when 1 hastily gathered, ragged and
ill-cquipped Red Army detv iment defeated and expelled
the well-equipped Japanese rogiments.

1 “nch as the choice green and rove «

Tred marble which adorns the walls
of thr Moscow Metro. y
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Prior to 1928, the territory contained a few small villages
and a railway station, hidden among the forests. They were
lonely, isolated scttlements in a vast virgin country whose
forest wilderness was rarcly relieved by patches of cultivated
land. In 1928 the first Jewish settlers arrived in horse-drawn
carts, and for four days they looked around for land suitable
for settlement. They felled trees and cut timber for their
houses, and built a tiny village.

Lord Marley, who visited Biro-Bidjan in 1933, wrote in
his pamphlet:

“The first settlers arrived in 1928 and some of these are still
there, very proud of the work which they initiated. Many of the
stories of the hardships of Biro-Bidjan are now no lonser true.
but arose from the lives lived by those carly settiers when there
were no roads, one small village, heavy undergrowth (/4iga) to
be cleared and only tents to live in. From this period comes the
story of the flies which has so often been quoted. These [lics were
numerous and had an unpleasant bite, but it was found that as
soon as the undergrowth was cleared the flies disappenred, and
now they are no longer found either in the villages or in the
cultivated areas’ (Biro-Bidjan, by Lord Marley, 1933, p. 0).

Not all the settlers were able to stand the rigorous pioncer-
ing life. There still existed at that period numbers of Jews
who, in the past, had not been used to productive work
and had not yet been absorbed into the Soviet cconomy.
This element, to a large extent, left, but those who remained
created a solid basis for development. By 1933, with the
help of the Soviet Government, which allocated laree sums

of money for the development of the area and supplied

tractors and other equipment, the initial difficultics had been
overcome, and to-day the tiny village of the early days is
large and prosperous, the first large-scale collective farm
village in the Far East. Waldheim, as it is named, is one of
fifteen similar collectives.

In industry tremendous development has taken place.
Side by side with the rise of collective farm villages, craft
co-operatives have sprung up. Textile, clothing and furni-
ture factories have been built and a flourishing timber trade
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has been developed, while plans are well ahead for develop-
ing the rich iron and coal «leposits to build up heavy industry.
Biro-Bidjan will become o1 highly industrialised unit supply-
ing the Far East with «oal and stecl. A big metallurgical
plant is at present beine huilt.

In recent years railwav carriage and wagon building have
become Biro-Bidjan’s ¢hicl industries, and the town of Biro-
Bidjan contains important works specialising in rail trucks.
In respect of food, the Territory is not only self-supporting;
it sends corn and maize (0 other parts of the Far East; and
it has also become an important provisioning base for the
Far Eastern Red armics.

Jewish schools, clubs and technical institutes have been
set up. Yiddish newsp.pers and periodicals on all subjects
appear, and outstanding among them is the Forepost, a
bi-monthly literary and political journal, to which the best
Jewish writers in the ['.5.5.R. contribute.

By 1934, very few seitiers were returning. Lord Marley
observed that he found those to whom he spoke “contentéd
and enthusiastic about the conditions in which they lived”
and that they “would vive hlood and muscle to defend the
Soviet Union™ (ibid., p. 16). That was in 1933, and since
then gigantic strides have been taken.

On August 27th, 1940, the London Jewisk Times wrote:

“The Soviet authoritics liave issued an appeal for settlers for
the Jewish Autonomous lerritory of Bire-Bidjan. . . . The
Moscow wireless spoke it vlowing terms of the Jewish collective
farmers in Biro-Bidjan. . Ihe history of this region is a
wonderful tale of transfonnied men, emigrants from little towns
and villages. They elear ] the forests and cultivated the land.
Their agricultural achie 1115 are outstanding. . . . Their work
is excellently paid. . . . T hie region has also many industrial under-
takings which are rapidlv srowing in number. There are mills,
tanneries, and so on. Ceonlonines and goldfields are exploited.
The region is exceedin:lv vich and its exploitation has only
begun.”

Of the latest developimients, Tsrael Goldmacher and Leah
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Vishnianskaya, the deputics representing Biro-Bidjan, re-
ported to the meeting of the Supreme Sowict:

“House-building in the towns and collective farms has greatly
increased, providing accommodation for thousands ol new-
comers. The harvest has been an cxceptionally good one this
year, and marked progress has heen achicved in the gonsoiinlation
of the collective farms. Courses have heen established 1br the
training of tractor drivers, breeders and other qualified workers.

“Particular attention is to be devoted during the comine vear
to the settlement in Biro-Bidjan of industrial workers and
members of artisan co-operatives.

“The population of the Autonomous Region is steadily vising
and there is a continuous stream of immigrants, particul:uly of
young people” (Jewish Chronicle, London, October 25th, 10 (0).

The special cultural qualities which have already enicrged
from life in Biro-Bidjan were noticed by the American
Zionist, Ben Zion Goldberg, who visited the Jewish centres
in the U.S.S.R. in 1934. In a series of articles pubiished in
the Fewish Times in November, 1934, he paid great tribute
to the Soviet’s work. He was wreatly impressed by the Jewish
culture among the Jewish children in the Jewish Nitional
Regions, and had to admit that these children possessed far
more Jewish culture than did these outside the Soviet T'nion.
He went on to make an important observation. He said that
while the atmosphere in the National Regions wos un-
doubtedly Jewish, it differed from that in Biro-Bidjan. In
the Jewish Autonomous Territory the Jewishness ol the
atmospherc was something which pervidded everything and
was evident everywhere. This, from a once bitter opponent
of the U.S.S.R. and of its Jewish reconstruction schemes, is
a striking testimony to the correctness of the national policy
of the Union and its applicatlion to the Jews.

Between the Jewish sctders and the small population of
Tartars, Koreans and Mongolians, pcaccful and happy
relations exist. The scttlement involved no displacement of
the backward inhabitants, who gratefully acknowledye the
tremendous economic and cultural help they have reccived
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through it. Their children go to the Jewish schools, and
speak Yiddish as fluentlv as their mother-tongue. Their
recognition of the Jewish «ctilers as friends who are anxious
to help them advanee con/rasts in a striking fashion with the
attitude of the Arab peasants under British rule in Palestine,
who regard the Jewish immigrants as enemies and usurpers.
The Jewish population of Biro-Bidjan, about 30,000, 1
certainly well below the niimber anticipated after a decade
of upbuilding. But the frec life which the Jews enjoy in every
part of the Soviet Union makes the overwhelming majority
quite content to stay where they are, rather than move to
the present less advance! conditions of the Territory in the
Far East. Nothing compels them to migrate to Biro-Bidjan.
In Kalinin’s words, it i= “the Jews to whom national cultq-r’c,
is so dear and who desire to develop a Jewish State unit
who up till now have heen the pioneers. That those Jews are
to-day a small minorit i< no evidence that Biro-Bidjan 1s
a failure, or that therc i« no need for a Jewish State unit.
Kalinin made the significant observation that every Soviet
Jew must be imbued with the same proud national con-
sciousness that, for example, the Ukrainian or Tartar has
both inside and outside his own national republic. When the
Jews become imbued witl the consciousness that they, too,
‘have their national State unit, whose sqcml_ fabric is as
Jewish as that of the prople of the Ukraine is Ukrainian,
when the Jews through ut the U.S.S.R. feel that they, too,
have achieved fully flrlued Soviet nationhood within the
great family of Socialis! nations—then Jewish work in the
U.S.S.R. “will bring nppreciably greater results, perhaps
better than we expected. ' Jewish national feeling and aspira-
tion, developed along Soviet Tines, if it is to blossom to its
fullest, must of necessity T a Jewish autonomous Sta!:e. _
Morcover, Biro-Bidjin's cffect on Jews outside the
U.S.S.R. must be fullv appreciated. On May 7th, 1934,
Biro-Bidjan was declired a Jewish Autonomous Territory
with its representatives on the Supreme Soviet. Thus, for
the first time since Jewich nationhood was finally destroyed
1 Foeo o the US.S.R., . 35

Dq
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nearly 2,000 years ago, a Jewish State, with its own autonomy
and administration, came into existence. Many Jews,
hitherto antagonistic to the Soviets, appreciated the historical
significance of this decree. Through the Jewish Autonomous
Territory, they were drawn closer towards the Soviet Union.1
Thus the present small number of Jews does not detract
from the great achicvements of the Jewish Autonomous
Territory or from the necessity for such a territory. Jewish
nationhood which a decade ago was a perspective is gradu-
ally approaching a reality. Biro-Bidjan has a great future.
When 100,000 Jews have settled there, it will become a fully
fledged Jewish Soviet Autonomous Republic. Here the Jews
of the U.S.S.R. (together with Jews from other parts of
Eastern Europe after Hitlerism has been destroyed) will
expand to the fullest their national cultural contribution.

(5) From the Border States of the U.S.S.R.

Between September, 1939, and July, 1940, the incor-
poration within the U.S.S.R. of Western Ukraine, Western
Byelo-Russia (“Western White Russia”), Bessarabia and
Northern Bukovina and the Baltic States—Latvia, Lithuania
and Estonia—brought with it a Jewish population of ahout
two and a quarter millions.

In Western Ukraine and Byelo-Russia, territories pre-
viously under Polish rule, the condition of the Jews was
similar to that in Tsarist Russia. Polish Jewry was stecped
in poverty and suffering. While the Polish ruling class
oppressed all its national minorities, the Jews suffered most,
as was the case under Tsarism. Their cconomic structure
was distorted, with a large unproductive middle class. With
the strength and experience of twenty years of Jewish
reconstruction, the process of regeneration for these Jews,
newly come to the Soviet Union, would have been far casier
than was that of the past.

Till the Nazi attack on the Soviet Union, the change was

! From 1919 onwards, various Jewish philanthropic organisations in the

U.S.A,, notably the “Ort” and the “Agro Joint”, have assisted the Soviet
Government's Jewish reconstruction work.

SOCIALISM AND THE JEWISH QUESTION 55

way in Western Ukraine and Byelo-Russia.
‘Ir::'lgcur?sgbcrs zvcrc drawn into industry and settled on the
land. The “yellow benches™ for Jewish university stqdel}t}i
of those lands had becn replaced by chairs in the Yiddis
language and its literature, Thousands of Jewish students
had been admitted and new Jewish schools of all descriptions

been opened. ) )
haiin ?;:;sal;abia, too, according to the Fewisk Chronicle

(November 1st, 1940):

“Reorganisation of Jewish lile on a large scari'c is beullg carried
out in Northern Bukovina iind Bessarabia. . .. Yiddish e c;(n.el-r:jtary
and secondary schools have been opened in Cernovitz, ISI nc;
and many other towns, and Jewish th.catres and’h_hrancs cgse
down four years ago by the Rumanian authoritics have been
m?%t‘.all’t'}gsts are also being made to provide work for _]'e\fssous.t::id
from their professions as a result of Rumanian antlf: er::_sg
Jegislation. Steps have heon taken for the retraining o rjc i g
small traders in Bessarabia and [or the reorganisation of Jewis
farm life. i - N

“A number of Jewish firmers from Bessarabia have I;;:]d‘ d
for admission to the Jewish Autonomous Region of Biro-Bidjan.

In the Baltic States anti-Semitism had not been so crude
and violent as in Poland and R\.jmama,_ but it existed mha
veiled form in wide discrimination against the Jev;rls, who
were squeezed out of trade and handicraft and t el prci-
fessions. Moreover, the governments were pro-Nazi, tolerat-
ing and even encouraging pro-Nazi Fascist organisations.

/ i i i i ‘hich have now
“What is happening in the Baltic States w ¢
i b » Very little news reaches the outside

joined the Soviet Union! 3 1 1
{vorld. Here are extracts {rom a letter received by a Lithuanian

: o . '
" ‘I‘J?Rﬁ(l?lough the former government of Lithuania had not

declared an anti-Jewish policy, a section of the population waé
under the influence of 1l western neighbour, Germany, %
practised anti-Semitism. Now all this is a thing of the past. lhe
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new régime does not differentiate b 2
London, December 2gth, 19.1-0)-l € between races’ " (Reynolds,

The Jews of all these countries, except some of the wealihy
and some other elements, such as Zionist leaders, welcomed
the change, for the freedom of Jewish life within the US.S.R
is well known to the Jews throughout the world. In ‘the
:c?l;:;li?fobo?}llenng the Soviet Union, where life had heen

r the Jews, ma '
i iy a}]; Out,comtg'y of them had long yearned and

£
When the Red Army first came into Vilna, September 19th
lgghgér the common people met it with cheers. After six weeks i ‘
g’:n ; ch::)nd Vilna was given to Lithuania. Promptly ihe
o etona Lovernment staged one of the worst pogroms in Vilna's
shstir.:-ry, attacking under the name of ‘Jews’ all persons who had
own sympathy with the Red Army. Some 20,000 of Vilna's
workers, especially the Jews, didn’t wait for this pogrom 'l'hrn-
wc:pflmgogle Rded Arr]ny into the U.S.S.R. - !
8 and watc hed them go,” the Principal of the Tewis
?Chg?’:,tolf'i me. :rhe}‘ couldn’t endure it not rrc)a be in a‘Lm-}?‘rI:
an (Lithuania’s New Way, by Avna Louise Strong, p. 33).

Je;fsh;:‘r Sov;gt gc;v_cmmer_lt was particularly anxious that
Je om the Baltic provinces should settle in Biro-Bidjan.
promised every facility for those who wished to do so. nnd
large numbers responded, since they realised that ‘un
paralleled opportunities existed for them. | -
. us the incorporation of the new territories within (he
-5.S.R. opened up new perspectives for millions of Jews.

(6) The Jewish Question solved

In December, 1936, the Con ;
> » the Gongress of Soviets of the U.S.S.R.
ﬁdo&ted a New Constitution, made possible and nccess:ﬁir
tf?c S;m'f‘:fitstt:lai sﬂnc;le :1}16'1924 Constitution was introduced
stem t : . =
life. In the U.yS.S.R. (E:f I;;%Tplmd in all spheres of economic

-““The exploitation of man by man had heen abolished for ever.
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Public Socialist ownership of the means of production had been
firmly established as the unshakable foundation of the new,
Socialist system in all branches of economic life. In the new
Socialist society, crises, poverty, uncmployment and destitution
had disappeared for ever. 1'he conditions had been created for a
prosperous and cultured lifi- for all members of Soviet society.
“The old class dividing lines between the working people of the
U.S.S.R. were being obliterated, the old class exclusiveness was
disappearing. The economic and political contradictions between
the workers, the peasants anel {hie intellectuals were declining and
hecoming obliterated. The fnndation of the moral and political
unity of society had been created™ (Short History of C.P.S.U.(B.),

PP- 343-4)-

The national policy which we have discussed is con-
sistently pursued. Article 123 of the Constitution states:

“The equality of the rights of the citizens of the USS.R,,
irrespective of their nationality or vace, in all spheres of economic,
State, cultural, social and political life is an indefeasible law.

“Any direct or indirect restriction of the rights of or, con-
versely, the establishment of direct or indirect privileges for
citizens on account of their race or nationality, as well as the
advocacy of racial or national exclusiveness or hatred or con-
tempt, is punishable by law.™

That this equality of rights is real and not merely juridical
is demonstrated by the whole change in the character of
Jewish life in the U.S.S.R. by the end of the Second Five-
vear Plan in 1937. The words of the Constitution are a
record of facts.

The Jew of the Tsarist ghetto, so faithfully depicted in
Shalom Aleichem’s charicter, Menachem Mendel, with his
precarious, unproductive life of speculation, grew into the
Jewish industrial, agricultural or professional worker of the
Soviet Union. Anti-Semitism is a crime, and though vestiges
of it may linger among the older folk, it is almost dead for
want of a soil and an cxploiting ruling class to tend it. The
Jewish Autonomous Territory, the Jewish National Regions
and a home for the Jew wherever he may choose it in the



.I

= . S———i

58 ANTI-SEMITISM AND THE JEWISH QUESTION

Union of Socialist Soviet R i

epublics h ¢
o ion of Soc P ave replaced the Pale
. The rights of the citizens of the Sovict Union are irrespec-
tive, not only of nationality, but also of religion. Article 12
of the Constitution states: *

£
- J:lhor.dm;h to_ensure to citizens freedom of conscience, the
schoo? ﬁ‘m tth.S.S.R. 1s separated from the State, and the
om the Church. Freedom of religious worship and

freedom of anti-religi i i
Srdam, religious propaganda is recognised for all

The law is explicit and it i A
bury wrote: P it 1s operated. The Dean of Canter-

“A Stakhanovite girl w
S girl worker on a State farm in Siberia wa
. - " b . ., « L T; :1
pra}tins;lng believer. Her anti-rcligious neighbours felt that, as
suc ,; e should not hold important office. Hers was made a tost
zisg;el; \;rasfrcﬁ:rrcdrthlalm himself. And Stalin’s decision was
n tavour of the girl” (7he Socialist Six
gl g ( cialist Sixth of the Wrld,

On the same subject, Lord Marley observed:

“After travelling much in the Soviet Union, I am convinced
that it [the law concerning religion—I. R.] is ;;roperly enfore mI(-
?)?Ltwir}ty persons may establish a religion and have their anErz
Bidj::;s :}130 5 {hdtd not sec any synagoguc while 1 was in Biro-
e, ugh there may be such. But I am convinced that if

ere was a desire for one no difficulty whatever would he
placed in the way. The people themselves control their own Jives
Ie:nclig}the}r can please themselves in this matter” [Biro-B.-'djm;

- - ’ '

Freedom of religious worship i igion 1
a matter of free g(.:lhoicc for ‘thlz ;Z(ﬁ\l-'?gizfed’ S
_ Itis true, of course, that religion plays a very small part
in the life of the Soviet people; and this is true also of the
Jews. Most of them, especially the youth, have cast off a
great deal of the religious clement which was so ]arqr a
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constituent in former Jewish culture. The praying shawl,
the phylacteries and the devotions have largely lost their
place in life, along with the dictary laws, the Sabbath and
the Rabbinical schools. P'ut religion is not the criterion of
Jewishness.

The Soviet Jews are crealing a new national culture. It is
different, very different {rom that of the Jews of Tsarist
Russia or of the present-cay capitalist world, but it is none
the less Jewish, for it is the expression of the life of the Soviet
Jews. The people in the '.S.S.R. who have conserved the
best of past Jewish cultire and carried it forward in the
development of new and wider forms—these are Jews. Their
cultural effort, their work in huilding the Jewish Autono-
mous Territory, are clear indications of their desire to live
and function as Jews. Morcover, the citizens of the Union
have the right to adopt 2 nationality, and while a number
prefer to adopt the Russian culture and describe their
nationality as Russian, several millions describe their
nationality as Jewish.

In the past, the rising capitalist order which broke down
the ghetto walls and gave a degree of emancipation to the
Jews tended to undermine the religious element in Jewish as
in other culturcs. The new science which arose spread a
rational outlook. Disregard of religious observances has long
been a common feature among wide sections of Jews in the
capitalist countries. These are, nevertheless, Jews by virtue
of Jewish national characteristics and consciousness, which
do not depend on religion.

The rejection of religion by the large majority of the
Sovict people is a part of the change in man’s outlook under
Socialism. Faith in the supernatural depends mainly on the
frustration of human efforts and the misery produced by class
society; in Socialist socicty this is replaced by confidence in
man’s own power increasingly to harness the forces of
Nature and distribute its plenty for the common good, a
confidence securely rooted in the victories already won.

Jewish culture has cvolved to a higher stage in the
U.S.S.R.; Soviet Jewish culture now expresses the life of
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Socialist Jews. Those who question its Jewishness are people
who view Jewish national lifc and culture as something
absolute and unchanging. They forget that Jewish culture in
the past has undergone changes corresponding to dillerent
phases of historical development which had their reaction on
the Jewish community. The Jewish culture in the U.S.S.R.
is a higher type of Jewishness, an integral part of the new
soclety.

The Yiddish literature in which Jewish life found the
truest expression has been carried over into the new culture.
Soviet publications of the Yiddish classics run to many
millions of copies. Just as the whole country celebrated the
anniversary of Pushkin, the Russian poet, of Rust’hvelli. the
Georgian poet, of Shevchenko, the Ukrainian poet, so it has
marked the anniversary of Shalom Aleichem, the great
Yiddish writer.

Nor is it only Yiddish writers who arc read and popu-
larised. In April, 1940, it was decided to celebrate on a
national scale the 8ooth anniversary of the death of Yahuda
Halevi, the great Hebrew scholar and philosopher of the
medizval Spanish period, and to publish special editions of
his work in Hebrew, Yiddish and other languages of the
Soviet peoples. A commission of eminent scholars, including
Terach Greenberg, 1. Yuzadiki, and M. Wiener, was et up
to edit for publication hitherto unpublished manuscripts of
Halevi, which are in the great Lenin Library in Moscow,
The commission was also to concern itsclf with the works of
other medizval Hebrew pocts and philosophers of the
Spanish period, such as Solomon ibn Gabirol, Moshe ibn
Ezra and others. The purpose is to popularise among Jews
and non-Jews the great Jewish literary creations of the
period in Moslem Spain when Arab and Jew lived peaceably
together and jointly enriched the cultural heritage of
mankind.

Jewish culture has changed; Jewish life has changed.

“In the twenty-one years of Soviet power the Jews have heen
drawn into every phase of econoniic life and activity. Jews are
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now employed in heavy industry and engage in agriculture,
pursuits which were formerly closed to them. Jewish scientists
are members of the Acadeiny of Sciences of the U.S.S.R. . . .
Jewish fliers took part in 1he historic expedition to the North
Pole. Thousands of Jews operate machines in factories and mills.
In the city of Gorki (forine+ly Nizhni-Novgorod, where Jews
were forbidden to live in 'Iarist days) there are about 8,000

Jewish workers employed in the automobile works alone. Among

the prominent Stakhanovile workers we find many Jews, such
as Blidman, Khenkin, Yussiin and others, whose names are
known all over the country. Jrwish Red Army men who took part
in the battles at Lake Hassin were among those decorated by the
Soviet Government for their heroism and devotion, Jewish names
are among those of the Herors of the Soviet Union, the Deputies
to the Supreme Soviet of tl [U.S.S.R. and the Supreme Soviets
of the Union Republics™ (77 Feivish Autonomous Region, by David
Bergelsohn, Moscow, 1930. pp. g-10).

Socialism has solved the Jewish problem in the U.S.S.R.
It will solve that problem in other lands when the people
come to power. The form of the solution will vary with the
conditions in the different countries and with the position
of the Jews within their cconomies. In essence, however, the
solution will be the same. With the end of the exploitation
of man by man, with common ownership of all the means
of production by the working people irrespective of nation-
ality, there comes an entl o national oppression.

(7) The Nazi Invasion

The Nazi attack on the Soviet Union brought nearly
3,000,000 Jews within the war zone of the vast 1,800-mile
Lastern Front. As the Nazi hordes advanced into the
U.S.S.R., they carried out horrible atrocities against the
civilian population; the Jews were the worst sufferers.
Numbers of them left the towns with the retreating Red
Armies, and of these (particularly from the Baltic provinces)
a number went to Biro-Bidjan. Many Jews from the
evacuated towns joined the guerrilla fighters. Those who
remained in the war arcas underwent terrible persecution
from the Nazis.
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In theintervention twenty-three years ago, the White armies
of Petlura and Denikin massacred thousands of Jews; they
tried to play on the anti-Jewish sentiments which Tsarism
had fostered for centuries, thus hoping to win over the
population to their side. To-day the Nazis think that
incitement against the Jews might still win them some
sympathetic response from the population. So their broad-
casts and propaganda in the Soviet territories rail against the
“Jewish Bolshevik rulers” who have “enslaved” the Russian
people.

But over twenty years of Soviet development stand
between Petlura and the Hitlerite pogromists:

“The Nazis attempted to incite the people in the Ukraine and
White Russia against the Jews by posters calling upon Christians
to assist Germany in overthrowing the yoke of Jews who crucified
Christ and of the Jewish Bolsheviks ‘who desccrated the Churches’
and in ‘helping Hitler to rebuild in Russia all that the Jews had
destroyed.’ But the Ukrainians and White Russians . . . preferred
to ignore the posters” ( Jewish Chronicle, January 2nd, 1942).

The Nazis are resorting to systcmatic atrocities on a
gigantic scale.

In Odessa 25,000 Jews were massacred in cold blood; in
Kiev “after the Nazi occupation, 52,000 Jewish men, women
and children were systematically put to death amidst scenes
of undescribable horror’” and “all indications go to show that
the Kiev massacre was no isolated incident and that similar
measures have been taken in other conquered towns”
(Fewish Standard, November 28th, 1941).

Anti-Jewish legislation and mass anti-Jewish incitement
are one of the regular supports of Hitler's “new order™ as
the rising struggle intensifies in the occupied Jands of
Europe. But the cold-blooded slaughter of tens of thousands
of Jews in the U.S.S.R. far surpasses the anti-Jewish atrocities
outside the U.S.S.R.

Soviet Jewry has responded magnificently to the Nazi
attack on their fatherland.
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“In response to Stalin’s appeal to all Soviet citizens to defend
their Fatherland by all the means in their power, Jewish leaders
in Moscow have, in their turn, issued a manifesto to Soviet
Jewry emphasising that Hitler is not only the enemy of progress
and civilisation, but also the arch-enemy of the Jews. The
manifesto urges Jews to take their places bravely in the front line,
to work vigorously in the production of weapons for the Red
Army, and to assist in the 1elicl of war refugees.

“The Autonomous Jewish Ilegion of Biro-Bidjan, in the Far
East, has informed the Government of a decision that all local
Jews between the ages of twenty and forty are to join the Red
Army.

“Russian wireless stations and the Russian Press continue to
picture the horrors of the persecutions of the Jews in the Third
Reich and in the Nazi-controlled countries. This is the reply to
the Nazi propaganda machine, which is trying to induce the
Russians to rise against 1heir ‘Jewish Bolshevik rulers.” The
Soviet broadcasters declare that in Russia all citizens are judged
by their deeds, and that Russians will never associate themselves
with Nazi racial theories or ncknowledge the aspirations of the
Germans to become a Herrenvalk.

“Arrangements have been made in many Moscow cinemas to
show the well-known anti-Nuzi film, Professor Mamlack, which
illustrates the anti-Jewish «ivazery of the Nazi régime.

“The Russian Press has heen noting with satisfaction that large
numbers of Jews are volunteering for service in the Red Army.
The percentage of Jewish student volunteers for active service is
especially high. Many Jewish students and pupils of the secondary
schools are volunteering for harvest work. Jewesses are offering
their services as nurses and munition workers™ ( Jewishk Chronicle,

July 11th, 1941).

This was to be expected. These Jews have experienced
freedom of a character never known before in Jewish history,
and as the most advancced scction of world Jewry they
realise what the outcome of the titanic struggle fought out on
their soil must mean for mankind in general and for the Jews
in particular.

With what valour and heroic devotion the Soviet Jews,
together with all the peoples in the U.S.S.R., are defending
their country can be seen from these reports:
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“Kishinev [the capital of Bessarabia] was found to be totally
destroyed, every building, public and private having been
systematically dynamited, reduced to a hecap of ruins and then
set on fire. Then franctireurs, mostly Jewish, inflicted serious loss of
life, firing on the Germans from behind the shelter of the heaps of
rubble” (The Times, July 23rd, 1941).

“The fact that many Jews in the Russian war zone are taking

part in the guerrilla warfare against Hitler’s hordes and that the

local Jewish population are actively assisting the guerrilla hands
in their historic resistance to the invaders, has added fucl to the
Nazi’s anti-Jewish campaign in the occupied Russian territory.
The Nazi radio fulminates against the Jews in the Baltic States,
White Russia and the Ukraine as ‘specialists in sabotage and
guerrilla warfare’ and the Nazi occupation authorities in Kovno,
Vilna, Byelostok, Grodno and Baranovitch have arrested large
numbers of prominent Jews as hostages in the hope of compelling
Jewish members of the guerrilla bands to lay down their arms.

“But nothing of the kind has happened, although the Nazis are
threatening to shoot the hostages. Despite all the threats, Russian
Jewry seems determined to fight the Nazi invaders with all the
means at its disposal” ( Jewish Chronicle, August 8th, 1941).

Last August an international Jewish Congress was hcld in
Moscow from which was issued a stirring appeal to the Jews
of the world urging them to unite and play their part in the
anti-Hitler struggle. This manifesto had a warm rcsponse
from the Jews all over the world and from every scction of
Jewry.2

Many thousands of Jews evacuated from the occupicd
Soviet territorics are now hopefully planning a new life in
the Soviet Republic of Uzbekistan.2

1 The manifesto, as well as the spreches made by famous Soviet and other
Jewish writers, scientists, artists of international repute, can be read in Fees
Against Hitler, published by the Anglo-Russian Parliamentary Committee,
London, 1941.

2“The development of a new Jewish centre in the Western Asiatic Soviet
Republic of Uzbekistan, with a pessible Jewish population of a million, is
Kredictcd in ‘Tashkent, the capital of the Republic. This potentially wealthy,

ut still undeveloped area also contains the important towns of Boklra and
Samarkand.

“Tens of thousands of Jews from the Ukraine, White Russia, the Crimea and
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_ The Soviet Union has shown the world how it can solve
its national problem, including that of the Jews. And the
Soviet Jews are showing 1he world how they are prepared to
fight and die for a land and a social order where they are
“equals among equals.”

{8) Marx on the Jewish Question

Having discussed the position of the Jews in a Socialist
State in the years 1917- 12. let us now note what Marx, the
founder of Scientific Sociulism, wrote on the Jewish question
in 1844. His essay, On the Jewish Question, appeared in the
Deutsch-Franzdsische - Jahrhiicher, of which he was a joint
cditor. At this period he was rapidly moving towards the
Communist position. Lenin, in his Bibliography of Marxism,t
says of the articles of Marx in 1842 in the Rheinische Zeitung
(Cologne):

“Here we observe signs of Marx’s transition from idealism to
materialism and from revolutionary democracy to Communism.
In the Deutsch-Franzgsische Jahrbiicher this transition was definitely
consummated.”

Whilst the Marx of the cssivy On the JFewish Question was not yet
the Marx of the Communist \{anifesto of 1848, hismaterialist con-
ception of history was alrcady manifesting itself. A century
ago, Marx already forcsaw that the final solution of the
Jewish question could only take place in a higher order of
society than the one which was unfolding before him, which
he later analysed in Capi/i/.

The essay was written in the period of transition from

nther parts of Soviet territory whe were evacuated to Uzbekistan before the

Nazi invasion, have started to mup ut plans for remaining permanently in this
part of the world, in conformit witly thie order issued to the local authorities
by the Soviet Government in M. ow instructing them to arrange for the
permanent absorption of all refie . L,

“The number of Soviet aned! Plish [ows concentrated in Uzbekistan is

estimated to be about one millin . Sparsely populated, Uzbekistan offers
striking opportunities in agricultin e and industry, and is able to absorb millions
of new settlers” ( Jewish Chronicle. \ireh 271h, 1942)

1 Selected Works, Vol. XI.
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feudalism to capitalism in Germany. Marx perceived the
social, commercial function of the Jew in feudal society; he
also saw the important link between the Jew and the rising
bourgeoisie, struggling then for class power, and recognised
that the new bourgeois socicty in Germany was based on a
social function which the Jew had performed for centuries.
He drew the conclusion that the social function of the Jews had kept
them alive through the centuries, in so far as this function was
of importance in the societies of the past, and that it was
from this social function that the Jew derived certain of his
ideological characteristics. “Jewry,” wrote Marx, “has
survived not in spite of, but because of history.”

Marx at that time already saw the anarchic character and
jungle law of the industrial capitalist order, then as yet
nascent, and knew that economic and political freedom in it
would be but a semblance. Contrasted, in his mind, was a
higher form of society in which real “human emancipation”
would take place, a social order which could only be
achieved by the abolition of capitalist society.

“Human emancipation will only be achieved when man
recognises and organises his own capacitics as social forces and
therefore no longer separates from himself the social force in the
form of political force.”

The Jew would not achieve the fullest emancipation in
capitalist society, despite his link with it and his utility in it,
because this social system did not give ‘“human emancipa-
tion” to anyone. There could be no “human emancipation”
in a system where ‘“‘cheating,” “huckstering” anarchy and
the law of the jungle prevailed. The Jew would achieve real
freedom only in the higher form of society which the young
Marx envisaged:

“An organisation of society which had abolished the lunda-
mental conditions of huckstering, and therefore the possibility of
hucksters, would have made the Jews impossible.”

In the higher society the typical Jew, unproductive, bound
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up with trade, would be “impossible.” The Jew would no
longer be compelled to perform his old social function in
order to keep himself alivc a< a Jew.

Marx did not expect the Jew to sit and await the coming
of this “human emancipation’:

“If the Jew recognises this. his practical character, as futile
and works for its abolition, thn he will be working away from his
previous development towarcls the emancipation of mankind in
sreneral.”

The Jew must realise that his old social function is value-
less, said Marx, and will not bring him real emancipation.
He must therefore labour for the abolition of capitalist
society, to end the conditions which condemn him to perform
that function.

Thus at a time when he was still approaching Communism
Marx appreciated the position of the Jews in the developing
capitalist society, and pointed to the ultimate solution of the
Jewish question (““in its final significance”) in the “human
cmancipation” of a social order higher than capitalism.

Chapter 11T
JEWISH NATIONALISM AND ZIONISM

(1) JEWISH NATIONATISM IN THE NINETEENTH
CENTURY. (2) ZIONISM AND THE IMPERIALIST
ALLIANCE. (3) ARAB AND |l'W IN PALESTINE.

(1) Jewish Nationalism in the Nineteenth Century

Z1on1sm offers the construction of a Jewish National Home as
the solution to the Jewish problem. It is said that dutside
I"alestine the Jews will continue to be strangers in danger of
persecution until they become a nation through the establish-
ment of a sovereign Jewish State. Palestine is for Zionists the
natural and only territory for the Jewish State, because of the
historic connection with that land. Some Zionists profess to
be Socialists, but regard the achievement of Socialism as
possible only in the distant futurc and devote themselves now
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to the building of the Jewish National Home which they see
as a more or less immediate solution.

Political Zionism, not to be confused with the religious
longing for Zion which has permeated the Jewish liturgy for
centuries, is a modern phenomenon from the ghetto. In the
late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries Jewish
aspirations werc for emancipation. The reveclution had
liberated the Jews in France, and the revolutionary wars
which followed shattered the ghetto walls in country after
country. The liberalism of the French Revolution, the
nationalism of the new bourgeois order, and its new arts and
sciences were reflected among the Jews in a cultural
renaissance.

This renaissance, which came to be known as the Haskalakh
(enlightenment), arose in Poland, Lithuania, Germany and
Russia. It aimed at the secularisation of Jewish cducation
and culture, and the revaluation of ancient Jewish culture in
the scientific and rationalist spirit of the time; it broke from
the Messianic tradition of a Jewish return to Palestine.
European literature and philosophy were brought into
Jewish life. The young Jewish intellectuals mastcred the
German language and feasted on the works of Goethe, Kant,
Fichte, Schelling and other bourgeois humanists, which
were translated into Hebrew. The Haskalah, though it was an
expression of nationalism, did not raise the question of a
Jewish State; liberty, equality and fraternity were its inspira-
tion, and Jews believed that the liberalism of the period
would integrate them with society.

But the Napoleonic Wars ended in a period of reaction.
Feudalism was given a new lease of life by the Holy Alliance
and the bourgeois-democratic revolution was deferred for
decades throughout the greater part of the European
continent. Side by side with attacks on the ncwly won
democratic liberties of the people went persecution of the
Jews. The ghetto, the blood libel and the pogrom were
revived. In the years of the repression of liberalism. the Jews
fought in the movements for national independence and
liberty for the emancipation they had already tasted.
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“In the revolutionary movements the Jews played no unimpor-
tant role. Circumstances mndc them liberal; the black reaction in
every country drove them into the ranks of those who opposed
the existing régime. By training and temperament, too, most of
the Jewish leaders opposcd the suppression of constitutional and
national liberties. A peoplc with their history could as soon
believe in the miracles ol snints as in autocracy. They were there-
fore prominent in every movement which led to the revolutions of
1830 and 1848. Sometimes they were associated with the middle-
class struggle for democraiic rcform, sometimes with the working-
class struggle for radical social reforms, or again with the
nationalists in their atternpts to win independence or autonomy.
In any case, they met on common ground in their animosity to
the bigotry and narrowucss of reactionaries in every camp”
(A. L. Sachar, op. cit., p. 208).

With the rapid expansion of capitalism and the material
prosperity of the mid-century, Jews found widening oppor-
tunities for the exercisc of the trading and financial functions
to which they had long been accustomed, but the main
struggles for bourgeois democracy in Europe extended over
at least three-quarters of the century and the achievement of
equal rights for the Jews was a correspondmgly extended
process, uneven in character and sometimes even retrogres-
sive. In Russia capitalism was extremely backward and the
bourgeoisie weak; even in the twentieth century it was
dependent on the Tsarist autocracy which it supported from
fear of the mass of the pcople. Except in the early years of the
reign of Alexander 11, which saw certain limited reforms, the
persecution of the Jews was unremitting.

The last decade of thr ninctcenth century saw the birth of
modern political Zionism, which rapidly took form in an
organised political movement with a concrete programme
for the building of the Jewish State in Palestine. The concep-
tion of a separate Jewish nation was not new. Even in the
days of the Holy Alliance, when so many Jews fought for
emancipation under the blows of renewed persecution, a few
had voiced dissent. Noscs Hess, a German Jew, wrote in
1840: “We shall alwav< remain strangers among the nations;
these, it is true, will grant us rights from feelings of humanity

2]
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and justice; but they will never respect us so long as we place
our great memories in the second rank. . . .” According to
Sachar,! he went so far as to suggest that if Jewish nation-
alism was incompatible with Jewish emancipation in each
country, the latter should be sacrificed. In 1873, Perez
Smolenskin developed the thesis that the Jews are a nation
and require Palestine for the normal development of
their genius. He turned the cultural renaissance of Haskalah
in the direction of political nationalism. “Those who
found the doors of Russian life closed upon them fed
hungrily upon the new nationalistic literature, which gave
the disillusioned a hope and the discontented a programme.
The Haskalah, in this sense, was a forerunner of Zionism.’’2
Another Russian Jew, Dr. Leo Pinsker, in his book Auto-
Emancipation (1882), advocated emancipation through the
creation by the Jews of a national homeland.

Capitalism had reached its transitional phase to imperi-
alism, and bourgeois democracy had made great strides
forward when modern Zionism was born; the scvere
economic crises which marked the transitional phase,
together with the rise of democracy, produced a sharp
recrudescence of anti-Semitism. In Germany and France
reactionaries inveighed against the Jews, and the Dreyfus
Case (1895) was a significant portent of the new uses to
which anti-Semitism was to be adapted. There was a wave
of pogroms in Russia, including the notorious massacre in
Kishinev, Bessarabia, in 1881.

By this time the independent mass working-class parties
which formed the Second International had begun to declare
the necessity for the abolition of the capitalist system and the
setting up of Socialist society. In Europe and America, a
Jewish proletariat had come into existence, and tens of
thousands of Jewish workers were participating in the
working-class struggle for democracy and Socialism. They
saw the fight for equal Jewish rights as part of the economic
and political struggle for social progress, whose succcssful
outcome in Socialism would alone solve the Jewish problem.

1 op. cit., p. 350. 2 Sachar, op. cit., p. 335.
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Against this conception, political Zionism opposed the
view that the Jews could not integrate themselves with their
social environment becausc of Gentile hostility, and pro-
claimed a separate Jewish solution through the Jewish State
in Palestine. Ignoring the social basis of anti-Semitism,
Zionism denied the community of interests between the Jews
and all the other oppressed, especially the working class, in
the social struggle. Since the solution was to be achieved in
Palestine, Zionism offcred no programme of struggle for
Jewish rights as an integral part of the general social
struggle within the various countries where Jews were living.
In its tendency to divert Jewish workers from the class
struggle and the fight [or Socialism, Zionism was, and is, a
diversionist movement. However, it failed for many years to
attract any considerable following, even in Tsarist Russia,
where persecution of the Jews was so intense. _

The Jewish working men of Russia in the main supported
the Jewish General Social Democratic Union, known as the
Bund. Despite certain rcactionary nationalistic tendencies,
this organisation (formed 1897) was based on a pro-
gramme of immediate class struggle and was opposed to
Zionism. Jewish working people also supported the parties
of the Bolsheviks, Mensheviks and Socialist Revolutionaries.
Wealthy Jews found their political place in the party of the
Cadets, the bourgeois Constitutional-Democratic Party. All
but a small section of Jewry rejected Zionism.

A “Socialist” version of Zionism soon arose in Russia
(where, it will be remembered, millions of Jews still lived);
it was sponsored by certain Jewish petty bourgeois intellec-
tuals who could not find a home in the existing working-
class parties. “Socialist™ Zionism accepted the class struggle
and saw the final solution for the Jews in Socialism but
maintained that the Jews nceded a territory upon which to
struggle effectively for Socialism, being in an unfavourable
position to wage that struggle in Russia and elsewhere
because of their peculiar position in industry and their
political disabilities. Industrial development had shattered
the economic position of hundreds of thousands of Jewish
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artisans in Russia, but, unlike their non-Jewish counterparts,
who entered the ranks of the proletariat, they were barred
from heavy industry and forced into the secondary industries
(such as tailoring), to be employed in small Jewish-owned
enterprises, where sweating and overcrowding were preva-
lent. In the democratic countries of the West, the position of
the Jews in industry was similar.

Only on a Jewsh territory, said these “Socialists.” a
territory to be developed by Jewish capitalists and workers,
would there emerge a healthy Jewish proletariat which could
fight for Socialism alongside the workers of other countries.
The immediate aim was, therefore, a Jewish territory, in
whose development capitalists and workers would co-operate,
the former to provide the necessary capital investment and
the latter the honest toil. This was, in effect, a policy of
class collaboration watered down by the promise of working-
class struggle in the future. As with “bourgeois” Zionism,
for which these “Socialists” professed contempt, the Jewish
National Home came first. They struggled for Zionism ane
paid lip service to Socialism.

Palestine was again the territory selected, and Ber Boro-
chov, the founder of Labour Zionism, who claimed to be a
Marxist, found it difficult to explain why. He produced a
theory according to which, as social conditions became more
acute and anti-Semitism increased, there would inevitably
be a tremendous natural movement of Jews to Palestine
(in fact there was a tremendous movement of Jews to
America, Britain and other countries, but to Palestine only
a_ trickle). The Labour Zionists, led by this self-styled
“Marxist,” thus took over the mystical and Utopian yearn-
ing for Palestine.

If Borochov and his friends found it difficult to struggle
for Socialism at home, the mass of the Jewish workers did
not. They participated in the revolutionary movement in
Tsarist Russia, and later played their part in the October
Revolution, which overthrew capitalism. In Great Britain
and in America, Jewish immigrants contributed their share
to the working-class movement generally, a fact which
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directly contradicts Borochov’s theory that their continued
employment in the secondary industries was a disqualifica-
tion for effective struggle. 1o this day, indeed, Zionism has
failed to win the support of any appreciable section of the
Jewish workers.

Though Zionism took it as axiomatic that the position of
the Jews could not be “normalised” without a Jewish State
because of the hostility of the non-Jewish majorities among
which they lived, it ignored from the outset the fact that
Palestine was an Arab land, part of the Arab territories
around. the eastern end of thc Mediterranean, then under
Turkish rule. The Zionists gave no consideration to the
Arab aspirations for national independence, which had
taken root as early as the forties of the nineteenth century.
To these dreamers, the Arahs were almost non-existent; a
primitive people who prceented no problem and might,
said Borochov, become assimilated in a Jewish Palestine.
(A remarkable perspective for one who fought against
Jewish assimilation; but perhaps Arabs were different!)
Actually, the Arab National movement and its opposition
to Zionist aims was to become a factor of great importance.

(2) Zionism and the Imperialist Alliance

It was not until the 1914-18 War that the Jewish National
Home became a political rcality. Before then there had been
only a relatively small Jewish immigration, mainly of
Zionists, and some agricultural colonisation supported by
non-Zicnist Jewish philanthropists. The War of 1914-18
brought a promise by Britain to facilitate the setting up of
a Jewish National Home in Palestine, and began the active
alliance of Zionism and imperialism. The Zionist leaders
had always understood very sell that their aim could be
realised only with the consent and support of the imperialist
Powers who ruled Palcstine or had interests there, and they
were not thereby deterred. In the years that have elapsed
since Britain made its promisc, the Zionist alliance with
imperialism has been conscious and consistent, and has
cnabled the imperialists, as we shall show, to use the Zionist
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movement as their instrument against the movement for
Arab independence.

Thus the process described by Lenin found its reflection in
the Jewish community:

“Capitalism formerly a liberator of nations has now in its
imperialist stage become the great oppressor of nations. Formerly
progressive, it has now become a reactionary force” (Socialism and
War, Little Lenin Library, p. 11).

Haskalah, which in the early nineteenth century partook of
the progressive character of the bourgeois national move-
ments and stood for emancipation in the lands inhabited by
Jews, was the forerunner of Zionism, just as Liberal capital-
ism was the forerunner of imperialism.

The desire on the part of the Jews to find a solution to
their problems is a progressive desire, but Zionism transposes
the problem to Palestine, acts as a diversion from the
struggle for social progress and allies itself with imperialism.

The gravitation towards the imperialists has characterised
Zionism from its birth. Theodore Herzl, who inspired and
founded the movement, sought the favour of the blood-
thirsty tyrant, Sultan Abdul Hamid 11 of Turkey, of Joseph
Chamberlain, British Colonial Secretary and apostle of
empire (“the more the Empire expands the morc the
Chamberlains contract”), of Wilhelm II of Germany,
another noted ‘“‘democrat,” and even of Von DPlchve,
Tsarist Minister of the Interior and organiser of pogroms.

The Sultan was offered Jewish financial aid in return for
support of the Palestine project, but was not intercsted.
Chamberlain was sympathetic and suggested Uganda for
Jewish colonisation, but to the Zionists Uganda was not the
Holy Land. The Kaiser knew that the rich Jews werc not
interested in Zionism, and, anyway, had his own agency in
Palestine in the German Christian Templars. They were
the counterpart of the British, French and Russian rcligious
missions, all “devoted” to the Holy Places and all serving
as the cover behind which the Imperialists manceuvred for
positions in the Middle East.
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To Plehve it was represented that Zionism could draw
Jews away from the rcvolutionary movement and wopld
help Russia to rid itsell of “surplus” Jews. He was im-
pressed, and through him the Russian Government was
asked to use its influence with the Sultan. Here too nothing
was achieved, but Ziouist activity in Russia enjoyed a
measure of freedom, while the progressive movements
suffered rigorous repression. _

Alliance with imperialism did not disturb Herzl, whose
outlook was thoroughly anti-democratic. Witness his famous
book, The Fewish State, the bible of political Zionism.

“Nations are also not really fit for unlimited democracy at
present and will become less and less fitted for it in the future
(The Jewish State, p. 69). o )

“Itis impossible to formulate a wise internal or external policy
in a popular assembly . . . hence I incline to an aristocratic
republic . . . many of the institutions of Venice run through my
mind”’ (ibid., p. 70). _ L

“] am a staunch supporter of monarchical institutions,
because these allow of a continuous policy and represent the
interests of a historicallv famous family, born and ec!ucatcd to
rule, whose desires are bound up with the preservation of the
state” (ibid., p. 69).

Though Herzl did not succeed with Chamberlain in 1902
and the alliance was not to come about till later, the uses to
which Jewish settlement in Palestine could be put for the
advance of British aims in thc Middle East had long been
appreciated by British statesmen. As far back as 1838, a
British Consulate had been established in Jerusalem, having
as one of its main purposcs “protection of the Jews gener-
ally.” Lord Shaftesbury. strongly opposed to the Jewish
franchise in Great Britain on religious grounds, was greatly
interested in a schemec for colonising Palestine with the
“descendants of Abraham,” and many other Tory re-
actionaries also saw possibilities in it."A whole literature
arose in the midglle of the last century around the scheme of
a Jewish restoration.' In 1842 Abraham Benisch, an

1 See N. Sokolow, History of Jionism, London, 1919, Vol. 1, Chap. 17.
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Austrian Jew, submitted a memorandum to Canning (then
Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs) in which he argued “in
favour of increasing British influence in the Near East by
resting it on Jewish support.”* He advocated “a Jewish
colony in some wellsituated part of Palestine” under a
British guarantee. “England would find in this colony a new,
sure and stable market for her goods.”* '

It was during the War of 1914-18 that the plan was put
to use. A powerful section of the Zionist Movement was
pro-German, secking German support for its aims. while
another section, led by Dr. Chaim Weizmann, had hopes of
British support and wished to place the Zionist Movement
at the disposal of the Allies. Mr. Lloyd George and Mr.
Arthur (later Lord) Balfour calculated that support to
Zionism would be useful during the War in gaining Jewish
sympathy for the Allies, while after the War the Jewish
National Home would provide an excuse for the British
control of Palestine.

'The outcome was the Balfour Declaration of November
2nd, 1917:

“His Majesty’s Government view with favour the establishment
in Palestine of a National Home for the Jewish People and will
use their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this
object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done
Wh.l?h may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-
Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and political status
enjoyed by the Jews in any other country.”

Lest it should be thought that in the Balfour Declaration
considérations of imperial strateqy and humanitarian
sympathy had found a happy combination, the FEarl of
Oxford and Asquith later made it clear that the statesmen
had suffered no lapse into highmindedness.

“Curiously enough, the only other partisan of this proposal is
Lloyd George, who, I need not say, does not give a damn for the
Jews or their past or future™ (Memories and Reflections, entry dated
March 13th, 1915). ’

Y The British Consulaie in Jerusalerr, Jewish Historical Society of Fngland,
Part I, 1838-61, 2 Jhid. )
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The British promise was

“a war measure adopted by the Powers of the Entente in their
own interests . . . a bold. imaginative and statesmanlike effort to
prevent the influence ol Jewry being exerted on the side of the
Central Powers” (Histerv of the Peace Conference of Paris, by
H. W. V. Temperley, Vol VL., p. 171).

For the German government had also been busily preparing
its “‘Balfour Declaration’ to scrve its interests in the struggle
for the Middle East, the Sucz Canal and the route to India.

When the promise to the Zionists was made, Britain was
already committed to support of the Arab cause. In July,
1915, more than two years before the Balfour Declaration,
the British Government had reached an agreement with
the Arabs (the Husscin-McMahon Agreement) pledging
themselves to establish a new independent Arab State in
return for assistance against the Turks. The Arabs were led
to understand that Palcstine was to be included in this State.
However, the existence ot the incompatible pledges did not
worry the British, who had no intention of fulfilling either of
them and had, indeed, c¢ntered into a secret agreement with
the French (the Sykes-Picot Agreement of 1916, made
public by the Soviet Government in 1917) which shared
out the Arab territorics among the two Powers.

The Balfour Declaration was later embodied in the pre-
amble of the Mandatc for Palestine granted by the League
of Nations to Britain on July 24th, 1922. Thus were fulfilled
the plans worked out at the cnd of the last century by Lord
Kitchener and Sir Reginald Wingate, then Governor-
General of the Sudan, [or anncxing Palestine from Turkey,
as the eastern bulwark of the Suez Canal and the overland
link with India.

Opposed throughout by the Arab people struggling for
national independence, Britain has since ruled Palestine as
a colony, under cover of thc Mandate. The Jewish popula-
tion has grown to nearly 500,000, and considerable economic
development has taken place. The Zionist Movement and
its aims have become the hufier and counterweight used by
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Britain against the Arab National Movement. Thus Sir
Ronald Storrs, a former Governor of Jerusalem, stated that
it was hoped that—

“enough [ Jews] could return, if not to form a Jewish statc . . . at
least to prove that the enterprise was one which blessed him that
gave as well as him that took by forming for England ‘a little
loyal Jewish Ulster’ in a sea of potentially hostile Arabism”
(Orientations, 1937, p. 404).

Lord Melchett, who is both a leading British monopoly
capitalist and a leading Zionist, looked forward in 1936 to
Palestine and Transjordania becoming, as a single political
entity, a self-governing unit within the British Empire:

‘““The advantages to the British Empire are obvious. The points
at issue are no less than the defence of the Suez Canal, of air
stations essential to imperial communications, and the outlet of
the oil pipe line in Haifa; and the harbour at Haifa (and later
the harbour which is necessary at Tel-Aviv) have become vital to
our naval strategy in the Mediterranean. The security of this
complex of imperial interests can be better assured by a large
European population than by the few battalions that can be
spared” (letter to the Daily Telegraph, June 14th, 1937).

And in his book this was emphasised:

““The presence of three million Jews would remove for cver the
possibility of a successful armed rising to destroy the cfTects of
the mandatory policy’ (Thy Neighbour, 1936, pp. 201-2).

The aims of the Zionist Movement became closely bound
up with British aims, a fact which the Zionist leaders under-
stand and welcome, since British rule is their only guarantee.
Thus, Mr. M, Ussishkin, a veteran Zionist leader, wrote:

‘A Palestine which is wholly Arabic means that sooner or later
Great Britain will be forced to leave, just as it is gradually lcaving
Egypt. A Palestine which is largely Jewish means a political
alliance cordiale . . . between the Jewish people and the
English> (Palestine Review, July 3rd, 1936).

The British Government, in the attempt to pacify the

!
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Arabs, has from time to timc whittled down its obligations
to the Jews, but, despite scthacks to Zionism:

“We shall, as always, co-operate, and in spite of disappoint-
ments and disillusionment, our co-operation will be loyal”
(Zionist Review, November roth. 1938).

The imperialist alliance has been cemented by capital
investment. Zionism is now strongly linked with the City of
london (and Wall Strcet) through the medium of the
Jewish big bourgeoisie. T.ovalty to a Jewish State became
compatible with loyalty to Britain, once Zionism received
British blessings, and support of Zionism’s development
work required and facilitated participation in the profitable
exploitation of the resources of Palestine. Thus among the
pillars of the Zionist Novement there are British and
American Jews who are prominent in the world of British
and American finance capital.

By 1936, f20 millions of British and £10 millions of
American capital was invested in Palestine. The Wall Street
crash of 1929 and the subsequent calling in by the U.S.A.
of her foreign loans acted as a brake on the penetration of
American capital, but British investment went on steadily,
and British capital is solidlly established in Palestine. The
Board of Directors of the :lestine Electric Corporation, a
British company, includes Lord Hirst, Lord Melchett,
Mr. E. S. Baron and Viscount Samuel. Lord Hirst, at home,
i1s Chairman of the General Electric Co. and of numerous
other electrical enterpriscs within the Empire. Lord Mel-
chett, the Zionist, is a dircctor (and son of the founder) of
the Imperial Chemical Industries, the great chemicals
monopoly. Mr. E. S. Baron, a staunch Zionist, is the tobacco
magnate, of Carreras, L. Viscount Samuel, who has been
a member of British governments and High Commissioner
for Palestine, is a supporter of the National Home, though
not a political Zionist. Nir. Ilarry Sacher, another leading
Zionist, is a director of M:rks and Spencer, Ltd., and of
Palestine Potash, Ltd. a British company in which I.C.I. is
interested. The Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Marks
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and Spencer, Ltd., Messrs. Simon Marks and 1. M. Sieff
respectively (both staunch Zionists, the latter’s wife, Rebecca
Sieff, being a well-known Zionist leader), provide another
link between the Zionist Movement and British finance
capital in Palestine. Similarly, there are American Jewish
magnates who combine support of Zionism with interest in
economic exploitation in this field of operation. The Pru-
dential and Sun Life Assurances have investments in building
loans (£1,750,000 by the end of 1935); Lloyds Bank and
Barclays Bank have issued large loans to Jewish land-
purchasing organisations.

Zionists have often explained that their movement is using
British imperialism for the promotion of Zionist aims. This
“use” is well llustrated by what followed the White Paper of
1939. The Fascist political drive into the Arab world had
made it necessary for Whitehall to offer concessions to the
rebellious Arabs. The White Paper repudiated the Balfour
Declaration and “rewarded” the faithful services of the
Zionist leaders with minority rights for the Yishuv (Palestine
Jewish Community). The Jews in Palestine were to remain
a permanent minority; and the Utopian dream of Palestine
as a Jewish State or commonwealth was shattered.

The Zionist solution of the Jewish question—namely,
Palestine as a Jewish State—is in fact an impossibility.
But before we finally dispose of Zionism as a solution, we
must consider how the Jews in Palestine have farcd, their
present tasks and future perspectives.

(3) Arab and Jew in Palestine

In 1914 there were about 60,000 Jews and 500,000 Arabs
in Palestine. Under British rule, these numbers have grown
to about 500,000 Jews and 1,000,000 Arabs. With the
closure of the doors of the Western world to Jewish immigra-
tion and the facilitation of entry into Palestine, Jarge numbers
of Jews looked to this land as an escape from persecution in
Europe. Fascist anti-Semitism increased the pressure, and
since 1932 over 200,000 Jews have centered the country.
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A small backward agrarian country, semi-feudal in
character, it underwent a rapid economic development. As
a sphere of profitable investment, it attracted considerable
capital from wealthy Jews abroad and from British and
American banking and financial houses. As already men-
tioned, by 1936 British and American capital investments
reached £30 millions. According to the Fewish Chronicle of
September gth, 1940, in the last twenty-two years since the
British occupation of Palestine, Jews have invested in the
country the sum of £1075 millions, of which national institu-
tions have provided £10.861,444. Concessions were granted
for the exploitation of the salts of the Dead Sea by the Dead
Sea Potash Co. (Palestine Potash) and for the harnessing of
the waters of the Jordan by the Palestine Electric Corpora-
tion. With large-scale immigration, the building and allied
industries enjoyed a boom for a number of years, and the
Nesher Cement Co., onc of the three largest capitalist con-
cerns in the land, was established. A variety of light industries
developed. o _

The Jewish National I'und, a Zionist land-purchasing
agency, spent millions of pounds in buying land from Arab
landlords for cultivation bv Jewish immigrants. The scale of
these purchases is shown by the following round figures to

1936:

Acres of ) )
agricultural land Price paid
1918-—29 . . 175,000 £3,000,000
1930-5 5 . 50,000 £4,351,000

Numerous agricultural scttlements arose, many of them
communal (Kpuzoth). The land purchased was mainly in
the most fertile areas, but marshes and malarial swamps were
also acquired and brought under cultivation. Much devoted
pioncering work was done, and many young Zionist idealists
lost their lives in these swamps. ‘

Many of the immigrants were in the “capitalist” class, for
immigration regulations concerned with the “economic
absorptive capacity” of the country were not applied to
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persons possessing more than £1,000; but the majority of
immigrant Jews became industrial or transport workers or
agriculturists. The organisation of labour came to be catered
for by the Jewish Labour Federation, or Histadruth, which has
organised a very high proportion of the Jewish workecrs and
now comprises a membership of some 120,000.

The impact of rapid economic development on this back-
ward country was bound to produce dislocation in the Jife of
the indigenous Arab population. There is an unsolved
agrarian question in Palestine, as in all colonial countries. In
the last twenty years the Arab population has doubled itself,
but, as the methods of procluction in agriculture continued
to be largely primitive, increasing congestion of the peasantry
on the land ensued. The average holding of the Arab
peasants tended to diminish, and as a result of consequent
impoverishment large numbers lost their land to the big
Arab landlords and usurers.

This problem has been aggravated by Zionist penetration
under British auspices. Jewish land purchases from Arab
landlords led, in many instances, to the cviction of peasants
from their land with negligible compensation, though in-
flated prices were paid for the Jand. Arab landlords and rich
peasants grew fat, invested their money in citrus groves and
were recruited to the ranks of the new Arab bourgeoisie,
but the landless peasants became proletarianised and
drifted to the towns to casual employment or unemployment.

To the impoverished Arab peasantry, victims of imperialist
rule, the Jewish immigrants appeared to be responsible. The
anti-Arab policy of the Histadruth in the factories, depots and
citrus groves, where these new proletarians sought employ-
ment, served to strengthen their resentment.

Capitalist development has in addition contributed to the
ruin of traditional Arab industries and crafts, which have
been unable to meet the competition of better equipped
capital and Western technique. A section of the Arab bour-
geoisie of the landlord class has consequently become
strenuously opposed to Zionist penctration and aims,
Equally opposed are those who are anxious to replace the
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immigrant Jewish capitalists in the exploitation of the
country’s resources.

In these conditions the Aral National Movement for inde-
pendence has been enormously strengthened. The two
decades of British rule have heen marked by repeated dis-
turbances and revolts. In the early years before the Arab
masses realised that British imperialism was basically respon-
sible, the risings took the fnrm of pogroms against the Jews.
Later, particularly in the General Strike and revolt of 1936,
the movement was plainly directed against British rule.
Subsequent anti-Jewish excesses were the result of Fascist
influence upon the Arab Movement.

The Zionist Movement has discovered at the cost of blood-
shed that the leaders who jgnored the Arabs were wrong.
Ior the Arab people are indigenous to Palestine and the
ncighbouring countries, they are the overwhelming majority
of the population, and they struggle for national independ-
ence against imperialism, not on the basis of any unfulfilled
pledge by Britain, but on (e basis of their own needs and the
inalienable right of a people to be free.

Arab opposition to British imperialism and to Zionism as
its instrument placed two alternatives before the Zionists.
They could either reach an understanding with the Arabs,
which would involve abandonment of political aims for a

Jewish majority and a Jewish State in Palestine, and would

mean participation in the anti-imperialist struggle, but
would safeguard and secure the Jewish population; or they
could continue the alliance with the British. Here, undoubt-
cdly, was an opportunity for the Jewish Labour Movement
to take up the struggle against capitalism. The course
followed by the Histadruth is vevealing.

It has throughout subordinated the trade-union principle
of organisation of all workers irrespective of religion or
nationality to its Zionist nationalism.

“The Histadruth is unlikc anv other trade union. It is, first, a
Zionist colonisation co-operative and only in the second place a
trade union. This is its esseniial character, which all those who
mistook it, for instance, for an instrument for the propagation of
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socialism have learned to their cost” (No Ease in Zion, by T
Feivel, a Left Zionist, 1938, p. 257). ( &ion, by T. R,

As the Palestinian section of the Sccond International, it
stood for co-operation with the Jewish employers in Palestine
and with British imperialism. Its aims are clearly expressed
in the following statement by its leader, Ben Gurion:

“I belong to that Zionist wing which stands for the maximum
unrestricted and limitless Zionist authority. Natior:aljm'isdictiot;
over jcu:ish work, national jurisdiction over Jewish capital
national jurisdiction over the existence of the people. . . . This
nauo)nal authority is Socialism™ (Der Yiddisher Kdampfer, Mav 1oth,
1935)- '

In order to extend the National Home and incrcase the
Jewish population towards that majority position at which
Zionism aims, the Histadruth has followed a policy of exclud-
ing Arabs from employment by Jewish enterpriscs, hoping
thus to facilitate the economic absorption of larger numbers
of Jewish immigrants. This policy of Jewish exclusiveness has
of course, proved quite impossible to realise, because Arab
labour, newly come from the land, plentiful and unorganised,
is cheap and therefore often preferred by Jewish capitalists.
To force or keep Arab labour out, the Histadruth burcaucrats
made Jewish labour competitive by lowering Jewish wage
levels. Systems of contracted labour (really forms of picce
work) were introduced, which cut wages drastically, and low
wages were often made up by subsidies from the funds of the
Histadruth itself. Strikes against wage regluctions were
declared illegal, and militants threatened with expul-
sion.

To protect Jewish wage levels as Arab labour penctrated
the “Jewish sphere,” the Histadruth could have organised the
Arabs alongside the Jews, replacing the competition of the
workers by their association—the principal basis of trade
unionism. But organisation of thc Arabs has never been
achieved. The Jewish Labour leaders are prepared to
organise the Arabs in separate unions, provided they accept
the political aims of Zionism and the principle of 100 per
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cent. Jewish labour in Jewish enterprises. To accept the
former means to accept imperialist servitude. To accept the
Jatter is to sacrifice the right to seek work in any part of
Palestine and to bow to a sentence of unemployment for
thousands of Arabs who arc compelled to seek work in the
“Jewish sector” or to starve. Naturally, the Arab workers
will not sell their birthrizht to the Histadruth. Again, the
Histadruth does not wish association to develop between the
anti-imperialist Arab workers and the Jewish workers,
many of whom are also anti-imperialist, for, in common
with non-Labour Zionists, the Histadruth is tied to
imperialism.

The effect of the policy of exclusiveness has been to arouse
bitter hostility between Arabs and Jews. The Arab workers
regard as enemies thosc who refuse them opportunity to work
in the largest sphere of cmployment in Palestine, the sphere
of Jewish enterprise, and who cven attempt to displace them
from work in non-Jewish spheres (for example, in Govern-
ment public works).

Zionism, then, has not cven solved the Jewish problem
for the Jews in Palestine, let alone for the 15} million Jews
outside Palestine. It kas merely extended the Jewish problem to
Palestine, where hitherio it had scarcely existed. So long as the
position of the Yishuv is insccure, so long as it is an irritant
within the Arab world, then its problems are part and parcel
of the Jewish problem in all capitalist lands, which, as we
saw, is insoluble within the present order of things.

What Zionism has done—and this must surely be a
matter for the most earncst consideration of those thousands
of young Zionists who arc devoted to the welfare of their own
people—is to bring the age-long curse of our people into
Palestine: it has made them a “buffer” between British
imperialism and the anti-imperialist Arab Nationalists—the
very situation that Jews must everywhere and by all means
avoid.

The immediate task confronting the Yishuv is to establish
co-operation and understanding with the Arabs. If the
Zionist leaders, while paving lip service to this, oppose it in

Fo
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practice, there are elements in Palesti
ct ne who un
position and choose accordingly. derstand the
thInIfIlubded among these are Dr. Judah Magnes, Rector of
thz de;;‘&\;l;l?wferts}lltyg_md S. Kaplanski, formerly hecad of
nt of the Zionist colonisation organisati

: { nisa sation. An
%t:ltst_ancimg example is that of Khalvaris%i, a veteran
Aloriz)lsdt eader, who for years has stood at the head of the
" rab department of the Zionist organisation and has worked
or an honourable understanding with the Arabs. The
]ﬂtt;xwlf-ln Times of November 28th, 1930, reported an interview
wi m, in which he complained that— |

' “the Zionist leaders who
. - not long ago admitted thei
- . . - o r
Eu.stakes in regard to their attitude to the Arabs have not elia: t
is day changed their past attitude. , . .” e

eniegw;e}r:;rog gtn st'ftty tiha,l’t mere loyalty to Britain and depend-
ratitude’ in return for services i
_ : rendered is no
iﬁmon of the Arab-Jewish problem. It could only bring
o e same results as those which followed the last War.”
r&lscsmg' the necessity for organising the Arab and Jewis.h
wor erﬁ in joint trade-union associations, Khalvariski made
:tai :llxarlr}lyeté}?f ;irc;)posa.Is aimed at bringing together organisa-
e labouring and progressive secti
Zress sections of both
peopleﬁc{c})r the benefit of Arabs and Jews alike. Finally, he
remarked that the cost to the Jews of putting his pmpr;:a]s
ill:::% ;)é):rautor} ng}lgld I;Ia\'(} been a fraction of the cost of the
sustaine the 717 m
Jamags y ishuv through years of unrest and
nO’VI;o-day, V\lrgen the war has spread all over the globe and is
a world war against Fascism, it is more than ever
m:cessary to establish Arab-Jewish co-operation us an in-
(“atK:lha:v::;i;s“ :‘ :d];%dilr}gl‘?.?lilz;e {n agroup c:arllin;,r itself 4! Paroshes Darchainu
E : a S s body consists of all clements desiri
‘lmhnl;t;?:'?;??;&lfaﬁ'ﬁﬁi t;l:i::i )'r;arslag{o li_rc_\"publishcd a l{);n’k”: :ﬁd;\rn:!?t:
me; "aris cd out that in 1 see 3
:m{Mml;cs for the Zionist and Arab Icadt‘r:mmrf;-s}tl l:flrij:!?:-l-qlljl;“ m:[my
i f‘mlgt, i_uthnc'gt_)l:a_tmns had broken down in ecach case primaril , .[Iun( o
fue ault of the Zionist leaders. Their attitude, he said, was one u|2 © wmllgl.l
er-estimation of the strength of the Arab Movement. They :lr’:rﬁg'mief

Britain is with us, i N bd Jielogll
thia Ambsi:“ us, if the League of Nations is with us, then why do we need
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tegral part of the world front against Hitlerism. For years
Sior to the war, the Nazis had attempted to establish a
foothold within the Middle East because of its vital military
strategic importance. They succeeded in winning over
powerful and influential clements within the Arab liberation
movement by exploiting the anti-British feelings of the
Arabs and particularly iheir hatred and fear of political
Zionist aims. In spite of Diritish action in Iraq and Syria and
the joint action of Britain and the U.S.S.R. in Iran, Nazi
influence has been by no means completely eliminated. The
need to make the Middle East an impregnable barrier to
Nazi penetration cannot be over-emphasised. Arab-Jewish
co-operation along the lines laid down by Khalvariski and
Magnes can make an cnormous contribution towards this,
while the present policy of the Zionist leaders will only
perpetuate Arab Jewish antagonism, a breach within the
anti-Hitler forces in the Middle East which the Nazis agents
will not be slow to exploit. Arab-Jewish unity against Fascism
in Palestine as an integral part of the anti-Hitler world front
is a vital need for world Jewry; the democratic institutions
not yet granted to Palestine would serve, once they were in
being, as the best framework for this co-operation, adding

strength to the anti-Fascist forces.

Chapter IV
THE MENACE OF ANTI-SEMITISM

(1) IN CONQUERED EUROPE. (2) JEWS IN THE WESTERN
DEMOGRACIES: (a) THE US.A.; (b) BRITAIN. (3)

CONCLUSION.

WE shall attempt in the present chapter, first, to recall how
anti-Semitism is uscd by the Nazis to maintain their slave
rule in Europe over the growing forces struggling against
the oppressor; second, to show the alarming growth of anti-
Semitism in the Western democracies prior to the war, and
how it has crept into the acute problems raised by the war;
third, to indicate how, in the situation created by the Nazi




S

88 ANTI-SEMITISM AND THE JEWISH QUESTION

aggression against the Soviet Union, anti-Semitism can
become a dangerous tool in the hands of Hitler’s friends
within the democracies, and may be used to disrupt the
national unity of the British and American peoples with
those of the U.S.S.R. in their struggle against Hitler.

(1) In Conquered Europe

Hitler’s conquest of Poland has reduced the Polish people
to the status of slaves. The Poles arc represented as being
racially inferior to the Germans, who, according to Nazi
doctrine, are the Herrenvolk, the master people destined to
rule over the so-called racially inferior peoples.

The measures adopted by the Nazis against the 2,000,000
Polish Jews who came under their rule are even more
oppressive and degrading. In Warsaw the ghetto has been
resurrected, while new ghettos in other parts of the country
have been erected. The conditions under which these Jews
live beggar all description. According to the Fewish Chronicle
(June 7th, 1941):—

40,000 Jews died in the past year. . . . This is a vast increase
in Jewish mortality and has no parallel in Polish Jewish history.”

The movement of the Polish people for national liberation
becomes stronger from day to day. Approximately twenty-
eight illegal newspapers and periodicals are issued. Among
those issued in Yiddish by Jewish patriots and circulating
in the ghetto, is the Bulletin (issued fortnightly) and
the Voice of Youth (issued monthly). The Australic Fewish
Forum of Sydney reports that the Bund (the Jewish Socialist
League) is carrying on intensive underground activity. It
works jointly with the P.P.S. (the Polish Socialist Party)
and the Peasant Party, and issues with them a journal in
the Polish language, Wolnoze (“Freedom”).

As the anti-Nazi activity of the Polish patriots, Jews and
non-Jews, increases, so attacks on the Jews become sharper.

“The regulations barring the delivery of food to the Jewish

ghettoes have also been strengthened by the introduction of the
death penalty for offenders. A Jew named Kantowicz has been
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publicly hanged in Kutow on 2 charge of having smuggled 2 small

quantity of sugar into the Warsaw Ghetto. Leading local Jews

d to witness the scene.” _
W%E%‘{lzr%iead ration for the Jews in the Warsaw Ghetto has been

reduced to exactly onc quarter of the amount allowed to
Germans” (Fewish Chronicle, April goth, 1941).

Thus increasing anti-Jewish violence and 'n;:presswfi_

measures go hand in hand with the increasing militancy o
i » struggle

e Polish peoples’ struggic. . ) )
thIn Vichy? F:Pancc the movement agamnst the Nazi eE]lon
uerors is growing daily. The special restrictions 1§po_s : on
_(]lews in October, 1940, were condemned by the Nazi drgss
as “an unsatisfactory hall measure,” anhnow E’ *:;zlgen;f r:;;t:
is bei i he Jews, and the sufie (
is being made against the Jcws,
Frenchgpeople: is attributed to Jews and Communists.

“Anti-Nazi feeling in I'rance . . . had led to an a‘;nc;)%no(:ﬁ
increase in the Nazi terror in Paris. Raids on glewi 155
munists have resulted in many new arrests. .B]};‘ ctrbcrn sl itaty
court, 2 Russian Jew, Abraham Trizlmecki, has et; n%:d i
and another Jew, Bernard T ried r_nan,_h.as been sente 4

! i-Nazi activity. All Paris Jews have
[ R fOr]il:I: ltm:'ir wireless sets.
beﬁri{c;rf;r::sé: }s:‘:r: r;'rurrcd of Parisians ﬁi@ini Jews in ;}hceex:;
em from arrest. Severe penalties have now
?;T;‘:eéoff)iv}?a%ouring these fugitives from Na}zln persca;::)t:gg.be

“The Nazi Press is demanding that all French Jews ; ould bo
compelled to live in ghettos in order to p‘u!t aon f.n Py
alleged subversive activitics ( Jewish Chronicle, Oct. 5th,

Here, too, the ground is burning beneathkthe fctit c:]fe:?se
Nazi hangmen. Hence more ferocious attacks onf cﬂ‘Naz;

In Hungary therc has heen an mtcnsﬂ‘i‘catmn (}})l an 1o
activity since the country was brought “peaceably” Jun
the “ncw order.” The already existing anné]cwls 2. s
crimination has now become transformed, unLer pre
from Berlin, into the full-blooded Nuremberg Laws.

“In response to orders from Berlin, the enactment of Tth:
Nuremberg Laws has been proclaimed in Hungary. . . .

]
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excuse given for the adoption of th i
: : c : e laws
tion with Germany® ( Jewish Chronicle, Jun(lzszlgiﬁesi;z )coHabora-

Within the Balkans, pri Jazi
P s, prior to the Nazi conquest of -
i ;.e :;(i}fg:f;‘.c, therc |la'd been a trcmend?)us m‘rm"Itl!llg?mf
by e oro.Hid cmclnts against the pro-Nazi policy pursued
oY the PT thi; er e.f:mcnts "\“Ithll’l their ruling classes. In
akon place fmglro“gng fecling, attacks on the Jews have
Government capitt?la(::g. ti)n ]?cl:-i:g: n:;ltt')jfon': }ilts e
T ) 1-Jewis islati

;\;z:ise :“m;;tuulfsgd The adhcrcpt_:c of Rumania to lt(JTiqcISI‘a‘lrtllg\?
e strc;‘ng opposition not only from the workin

Guard’ il ws; rom eclements within the Fascist Imﬁ
o z;.nd . toethoppos't:d to Rumania becoming bound
SR ant e Reich. In the autumn of 19;}0 when
e S svz?ncnts attempted a Putsch against écnera[
e g ey ment, and ﬁghlmg broke out between
e gangsters, the Nazi military in Rumania
feeling of the rlég!c}?s ﬁ?yl:(]dfﬁfcti(:p]ulitc'd ‘t‘hc SR
ardour into anti-Jewish orgies of m?nrtll::?;ndlgnﬂiﬁ::\? =4

(14
. .. The Nazis scored
’ S a complete success. Th
C success. They suc i
Ere;s;.?g?ﬁ the rebels [against General Antoncs);uf-;cege? -
o mi e pogroms, which cost the Jews over 700 lives Ano hto
,“Dozewsen wfgrﬁ mJurc_d, 2,000 of them seriously. RO
mcn——we::a (}t u;inaman Jews—women and children as well
L tterally burned alive by Iron Guard rebel‘v. du g
gl }::tst pggroms f.ast week. Over 200 were foully ﬁ{-.sv;:_mn%
ek sta% t;;— ouse. So declares an eyc-witness a(‘:('m;n-t{ o
e ;: toai'; l?ip:]lrt ﬁ]'jorin éhosc burned to death in hundreds
' ch rebel Guards set fi
< . sC re. cw, 'CT
nseless in the streets, robbed, then douchcd’ J' hs e
Sy with petrol and set
i‘P
erhaps ifying si i
o 1.epmlt:), 3‘; r:l}:}cst ;::’?;;: F){)ltn E: i';mg]c ?plsodc of the pogrom, says
ep s itchery of more tl Jews in a
s I u 1an 200 Jews
ey, T o v had b iy
| uard raids, w i tr
anﬁl Tt_:}z:rncc(i_‘ off to the slau_szhI:cr-houscal s RESEERE frusls
cre Green Shirts forced them t
! : em to undress an
chopping blocks, where they cut their throats :'jnlczil ”;Tbllo
1D1lC
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[Jewish ritual slaughter]. Tiring of this sport
ad heen slaughtered, forty to fifty armed
beheaded the rest with axes and

knives” (Jewish Chronicle, January 31st, 1941.)

parody of Shechita
after a few score h
legionaries, mad with hate,

In Greece, where there was relatively little anti-Semitism:

“The Nazis have placarded the streets with proclamations
declaring the Jews responsible for the misfortunes which have

befallen the Greeks” (Jreish Clronicle, June ooth, 1041).

Not only are the Nazis and their native quislings in-
creasingly using the Jows as a buffer against the national
movements of liberation in Europe, but Jewish chain-gangs
are being organised as cheap labour for Nazi use.

“In Jugoslavia the majority of the able-bodied men among the
7,000 Belgrade Jews who remained after the occupation have
been conscripted into forced labour battalions and sent to the
provinces. They receive no pay or food, being entirely dependent
on relief organisations for the barest necessities of life” (Jewish
Chronicle, August 8th, 1041 ).
«“The Nazis have cstablished a labour camp in Limburg,
Belgium, for 600 Jews who are forced to toil in the coal mines ten
hours daily. The food allotted to them is meagre and the mortality
among them is very high. ‘I'he dead are being promptly replaced.
The men receive no pav. but allowances at starvation rates are

made to their families’™ ( owish Chronicle, June 27th, 1941).
Anti-Semitism, as wec have seen, has always been the
weapon of reactionary forces. and the very fact that Hitler’s
“new order” supports itsclf by anti-Semitism organised on
known to history is a measurc of its

a scale hitherto un
character: it is, in [act, an old order doomed to extinction

by all the progressive forces of humanity.
(2) Jews in the Western Democracies

(a) The U.S.A.

In the Western democracies, the U.S.A. and Great
Britain,! there arc over 5,000,000 Jews, of whom over

1 We include here the Jews in the colonies of the British Empire, where there
is no democracy for native peoples, and also the Jews in the British Dominions.




92 ANTI-SEMITISM AND THE JEWISH QUESTION

4,000,000 are in the U.S.A. In the U.S.A. anti-Semitism has
long subsisted, together with other forms of race hatred,
like that suffered by the Negroes.

An outstanding sponsor of anti-Semitism in the U.S.A. has
been Henry Ford, the great car magnate of Detroit, Michi-
gan. The Dearborn Independent, the paper published by him
in 1920-27, promulgated the vilest anti-Semitic slanders in
articles republished in book form under the title, The Inter-
national jew, warning the world against the dominance of
“international Jewry.” When he had been sued for libel in
1927 Ford publicly retracted the “offensive charges” and
ceased publishing the Independent, but The International Few
continued its flourishing carcer. On the outbreak of war,
Ford found it necessary to publish another repudiation of
anti-Semitic sympathies.! Editor of the Independent was
W. J. Cameron, later active in the ““Anglo-Saxon Fedcration”
which distributed the Protocols of Zion (p. 95) and now vice-
president of Ford, Inc. In 1937 Ford received a decoration
from Hitler, presumably for “services rendered,” Like the
pro-Nazi magnates in Germany, he and his fellow indus-
trialists must in fact have spent enormous sums on anti-
Jewish propaganda.

It is noteworthy that anti-Semitism was disseminated on
a wide scale from Michigan, in which is concentrated
America’s great motor car industry—a State with a long
record of strikes, lock-outs and acute social conflicts in
general. Trade-union organisation always met with bitter
resistance from Ford and his fellow magnates. The crisis of
1929, which hit America like a tornado and created mass
unemployment and social unrest, seriously affected the
car industry. It was no accident that this industrial centre,
where thousands of foreign immigrant workers are employed,
was the virtual fountain head of organised large-scalc anti-
Semitism in the U.S.A. Although Henry Ford had now
ceased to be the open protagonist of anti-Semitism, the crisis
of 1929 soon threw up individuals who became the tools of

1 Dated Jan. th, 1942. See the Jewish Standard, March 6th, 1042.
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the anti-Semitic and reactionary elements among the

erican upper class. ' _ _
Ar?n 1928 22 obscure Catholic priest, Ghar}es:n (_“:?F}g}llg:r;

i allina himeelf the voice of the "0

an broadecasting, calling ; .
?fgur of the Litti?: Flower.” His sermons were vert); peé'
suasive. Money flowed in in support Sf his rehgmutﬁ ;?i?tl::
casts. Whereupon he organised the League of the
Flower,” whose articles of assoviation were:

ich will be s defraying the
¢ in funds which will be dcu:otcd towardf;
Ir:;t;.bg?lgpg;:\t?ng the parish shrine of the Little Flower 3!:
%go.dward Avenue and 12 Mile Road, Detroit, 1‘\-‘[1(:h1gar::i a::h,
further, to obtain funds which will be donated towards the
]

building of a new church in the same parish.”

< o Ls tE
Thus began the carcer of America’s “Radio chst;
Father Coughlin, who became America's Jew-baiter No. t:
According to John Spivak, the well-knowg Amtf:nc?lndf:;u
] in 1agq wrote a number of we -
Fascist author, who 1n 1039 Wro ;
mented article,s on Coughlin, he used this money for

nising profit making corporations . . . collecting motra;);
through the United States rnails upon his solemn assurance

“orga

4 - " 3

i “tion oroanisation? . . . taking his parish’s
was for a non-political orgams .t 2

::wncy which the Catholic Church permits him to bank "tli ;r}:e’
parisif’: name and using it to build a political organisa

(New Masses, November 21st, 1939)-
When the Archbishop of Detroit, acting upon Papal

7 i Rev.
L seation Sasial Justice, which was founded by the R
4 Th‘i’, ‘gcmji{llfzﬁﬁ;:;:: '411»-.-1-1:- of the Little Flower at Royal Oak, Micl‘uga-?'
e ow gl\l«'-gned ’pr'lnc‘ip'l!l'. by his parents, has been barred tem nri:;
;-':\illih: mails because of a1 ¢ amplaint by LhchUnf;c'@ it:gt:s ﬁé:o;t;c;a Iu?:g h
is Bi at it wos violating the Lispror
= Frn_n?s g?lgll:‘:ﬁl:l!:ttu 4 systematic and unscrupulous attack “1?0 I: l}ée
subsmlrl"“ﬁ - Mr. Biddle declared that as early as December 25th, mg}gg.
Heorc 108 ‘ared a ctriking <imilarity between its themes and Axis propagcr i
t}“:Nlalpp:i te he said, ‘whole portions of & speech made on Septem 3;
o Uﬁt- I’zl Jaganda Minictor Goehliels were published in Social juéme_‘ag o
:;??g?nal‘ ar:ioc?cgwith but it fiw words changed here and there, and wi
¥ . v
iti her identific1ion of souree.” « .. ) )
cn‘:fl‘;:?agf c;:.::fcc i¢ motorivealy amti-Jewish, It has a circulation of about

200,000, (Times, April 1, v ).
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instructions, enquired into the finances of Coughlin’s
organisation and his journal Social Fustice

*‘the Archbishop was told to go roll a hoop . . . that the magazine
was a private business venture and not subject to requests {from

the Archbishop or anyone clse” (ibid.).

By 1934 the “League” had broadened out into the “Radio
League of the Little Flower,” a so-called non-political
organisation; all good Christians were invited “to join this
non-political organisation in defending the principles of
Christianity and of patriotism, and to assist in bringing back
to the fold those who had fallen away.”

“Patriotism” had now become part of Coughlin’s stock-
in-trade. It found expression in the ‘““The National Union
of Social Justice” and the ‘““Coughlin-Lemke Union,”
political parties formed for mass support. Coughlin’s aim
was to control enough votes to hold the balance between the
traditional national parties of American finance capital,
the Democratic and Republican Parties. In the Presidential
Election of 1936 he manifested his true political colours,
and in the name of “patriotism” and ‘“‘Christianity” formed
a common front with the Bund, a pro-Nazi organisation con-
trolled from Berlin, whose leader, Fritz Kiihn, was employed
as a chemist by Ford. Ford, Coughlin and the Bund alike
opposed Roosevelt and the New Deal.

Coughlin thus entered the camp of Fascist reaction. His
career as a rabid Jew-baiter began soon after, coinciding
with an important phase in the Amcrican working-class
movement, the great trade-union drive which the C.1.O.1
was then making among the industrial workers, organising
hundreds of thousands who hitherto had either been unor-
ganised or in company (employers’) unions. Coughlin now
embarked on his attempts to use anti-Semitic demagogy as
a means of splitting the workers and obstructing trade-
union organisation.

1 Congress for Industrial Organisation, America’s “Left Wing” federation
of trade unions, the older and traditional body being the American Federation
of Labour, consisting chiefly of craft unions.
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In 1937, when the C.1.0. made its intensive drive among
the automobile workers, Coughlin came out openly in sup-
port of Ford against the (..1.0., made vicious attacks on
pmgrcssivc-mindcd dignitarics of the Cathphc Church who
favoured the C.1.O.'s trade-union campaign, and a‘{‘:cused
the C.1.0. itself of beine a Jewish body, alleging that “many
C.1.0. organisers were [ows] the Jews were on the Executive
Board” (New Masses, December 12th, 1939). .

Spivak claims that ord attempted to halt the tradc_-umorci
drive among his workers by splitting the leadership an
bribing certain reactionary elements within it} he gives
documented evidence showing that Coughlin was the inter-
mediary who brought together Homer Martin, a leadm’g
Union official, and Henry Bennett, chief of Henry qudds
elaborate factory espionage corps from whom Martin receive
large sums of money to “}s\mﬂ pedal” the trade-union cam-

ign among the car workers. )
pai%'ntqu thgis employers’ nark in priest's garb was becoming
America’s leading Jew-baiter. His paper Social Fustice was
enabled to increase its size from 8 pages in 1937 to 32 pages
in 1938. Spivak revealed that Coughlin—

“was secretly communicating with Nazi agents and propa-
gandists active in this country, one of his choice cor:facts bemﬁ
William Dudley Pelley, leader of the Silver Shirts. [Arreste
March 1942, charged with pro-Nazi activity o

Coughlin began publishing the Protocols of Kion, thadt
notorious anti-Semitic forgery of Tsarist days which allege
the existence of an intcrnational Jewish conspiracy to rule tht}
world. The Jews were made responsible for the ills o
American society, for the Russian Revolution, etc., etc.

Someone was needed by union-hating American industria-
lists who could wicld anti-Semitism in the way a skilled crafts-
man wields his tools, and Coughlin was the man for the job.
He was the best possible choice at the tme. His q?magogx
over the radio as an Amcrican “Christian and “patriot
had won him a mass following; his greed made him the

B B aian e s Ay
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hireling of anybody who paid him well enough; his Jew-
baiting was a valuable weapon to numerous American
magnates in their attempt to smash trade-union organisation
among their workers. William Dudley Pelley once declared
that he received constant requests from leading car indus-
trialists for anti-Jewish agitators. The American weekly,
Friday, in a serics of articles by Michael Sayers and A. Kahn
on the growth of anti-Semitism in the U.S.A. (September,
1940), stated that the Duponts (the armament magnates),
E. T. Weir, President of the Warton Steel Co., Alfred Sloan,
Chairman of General Motors, the late Edward T. Stotesbury.
partner of J. P. Morgan, the great financier (who will employ
neither Jews nor Catholics), and many other leading bankers
and industrialists contributed to the funds of anti-democratic
organisations, though these individuals were not opcnly out-
spoken anti-Semites. The same authors gave evidence show-
ing that arti-Semitic agitators were employed by big indus-
trialists to work hand in hand with strike-breakers and
provocateurs among the workers.

Even the great political parties representing powerful
vested interests in the U.S.A. were not averse from support-
ing Fascist anti-Semitic organisations. The National Com-
mittee of the Republican Party contributed funds to such
bodies. Nine leading Republican families financed fourteen of
these bodies to the tune of nearly a million dollars (see the
financial reports gathered in by the U.S.A. Government
under the Corrupt Practices Act).

Since the radio became one of the mediums through which
anti-Semitism was disseminated into millions of American
homes, it was not surprising to find anti-Jewish prcjudices
rampant among wide sections of the youth. This was
revealed by Milton Melzer, a master in Gwynn’s TFalls Junior
High School, Baltimore, who “noticed increasing signs of
anti-Semitism among the boys.” Their average age was
fifteen; g5 per cent. came from working-class homes. When
he decided to make a test and asked them to writc frankly
about their prejudices and dislikes, the test revealed that “in
that group of 162 young boys almost one out of three
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declared his enmity towards the Jews. Here is how some of
them feel about it. . . ."”

“A Jew cannot and \(\-iH nf_i\t1tf,ts§ify atg;is?zt”his own kind.”

" ills a Gay [Gientile] 1t1s no .

“}Ii“l?c{c"[\trlt(:_lfe?«'s]'n 1\ ays make it their business to get zgleag
and they pop up from nowhere. They start with nothing and en
up rich” (New Masses, August 1st, 1939).

Clearly anti-Semitism, cven before the outbreak of war,
was already widespread throughout the U.S.A.

Since the outbreak ol war, conditions m the U.S.A. ha\,:e
sharpened. The American employers made enormous p:_'oﬁtt.;;l
rising prices and, particularly, rising taxation hit the
American working class, more than off-setting any rise in
wages. Moreover, Amcrican magnates working on Govern-
ment war orders began using the war situation as an
excuse to smash trade unionism:

A number of larger companies have been taking advantage of
their strategic position in relation to Government war orders to
provoke strikes with the object of sma§hmg the umlcins ccml;
cerned” (Labour Noles, April, 1941, American Labour Researc
Association).

According to the Economist (March 22nd, 1941), there was an
upward tendency in both the number and severity of strikes
in the U.S.A. towards the latter part of 1940, mainly in
plants working on dcfence contracts. This _tendency con-
tinued well into 1941, so that the London Times New York
Correspondent reported that “fresh strikes were breaking
out almost every day” (June gth, 1941). This sharpening
situation brought with it an alarming increase in ant-
mitic activity. _
SeThe car industry is the key industry in Government
defence contracts. Lorries and motor vehicles of all descrip-
tions are nceded by the belligerents in large numbers.
Detroit, where there has been a spate of strikes, 1s of the
utmost importance in regard to the production of war

1 According to Ecomomic Notes (American Labour Research Association),
_]an;::;r Igfl. (r)rcl profits of 284 companies rose in the first nine months of
1940 by’ 29 per cent. ax compared with the corresponding period of 1939.
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material. The following Fascist organisations had intensified
their activity in Detroit:

National Workers’ League; Industrial Legion of America;

Committee of a Million; Mantle Cluly; Black Legion; Legion of

the Blue Cross; Young American; Anglo-Saxon [ederation;
Invisible Eye of Labour; Sons of the South; Ku Klux Klan;
Novelty Club; Billet Club; Industrial Workers’ League.

The first-named (National Workers’ League) had as its
leader F. Seyitch, who was once a member of the United
Atutomobile Workers’ Union, but was flung out as a Nazi
spy. This organisation is supported by the big automobile
companies. Seyitch has lauded Henry Ford to the skies as
the man who *‘can solve the Jewish problem.” The poten-
tialities of Jew-hatred as a brake on war production, as well
as its use for “industrial™ strike-breaking purposcs, are clear
for all to behold.

The American Press, which is controlled by powerful
vested interests, had also begun to reflect how anti-Semitism
was being increasingly resorted to by powerful sections of
American big business; the big national papers carried an
increasing number of anti-Semitic advertisements.

George Seldes, in his news-letter, /n Fact, pointed out the
anti-Semitism of the Scrip-Howard chain of newspapers:

“Under Roy Howard’s guidance, the World Telegram has
become more and more anti-Semitic, although the fact is carefully
covered up, so as not to anger the Strausses, the Gimpels and the
other big [ Jewish] advertisers.

“Recently P.AM., the new daily, caught the World Telegram
faking the news and smearing the Jews at the same time”
(September 22nd, 1941).

Oneexample, indicating how anti-Semitism had penetrated
Government institutions, is worth quoting. The Herald-
Tribune (September 17th, 18th, 1940) carried an advertise-
ment asking for experienced stenographers who must be
Christians. Applicants for the job were then sent to the Board
of Higher Education. This was rcvealed in Main Events
(September 22nd, 1940), an educational journal.
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More anti-Semitic letters began to appear in the n'a.ulo\lr::.l
Press. When “the Jargest circulated dallg{lr}%wspap? g::mitic
K Ci Nyres. frequently publishes anl- 1
k City, the Nees. [requently >
E:?:crw Yit is apparent that there s spn&::thmg wm}g \;:lt:l
the r:a'pitalist Press in New York City (Morgen Frehel,
tember 23rd, 1040). . ) )
Se}PXftcr the I\?azi’ offensive against the So:nct Union ha<.i be;ﬁ
follow-cd by the Anjcrican Government's pledge to gw'ethin
aid to the U.S.S.R.. the pro-Hitlerite element(:; WIthe:ir
American governing circles began using ch-haﬂ:}re Uasé e
instrument for sabotaging American aid to ! e ‘;e,al;hi
The Isolationists, who represent some of these ity
elements, said that American aid to Sovict R}lssxat:awar
attempt on the part of Jewry to drag f’&;rm::nca.f Ln;o e On:
i indbergh made a speech ;wcusmgltlhejsewsjc; (f:,?é::fﬁent
i : vie :
i or Rooscvelt’s pledge to the oSoviet |
j;:.‘)(::? fthc organ of the pro-Fascist Isolationist body, ctI}tI’c
> 2 First Gommiter, openly agitated against Roosevelt’s
America First Gom openly _ s
ro-Soviet policy, describing 1t as a policy o Thg Ger-
Ir)nans and their racial and religious brethren. . .. 1hese -
the warmongers” who wanted to involve the American peop
in war with Hitler! ‘ -
mThe New York Herald-Tribune frankly commented on Lind
bergh’s speech: . N
“Lindbergh’s virtually unconcealed appeal to an{-l-sl:gi;tr:is::;
cannot be regarded as an Isolationist incident. Many _s;{) i
are not anti-Semitic, we are gl;}t{gl to con;;d(i:ésggaeb\iré c?i:fu by
ir leaders are deliberately taking up this de ;
:::;rp::foundly s ahman and un-American weapon 1s too strong
to be denied.” e
M bl TS 0
Now Lindbergh, like Frxhz Kiihn, has been taken 1n
Ford.
employment of Henry
“The Ford Motor Ca. announced to-day [M?,rch' 22:1}::] ctrl:a:
Mr. Charles A. Lindbergh has accepted a pl‘)s}tlgn.llél-n largu.
;'me-ring department of its huge new bomber t.lu i gﬁges e
Mr. Henry Ford has long been cag;:r to enhstut&ct::day o
' h i i j ; calle
" Lindbergh in this new project. 1t was re 1 y that
1:\?0 ;::lall-s agc%, when Mr, Ford declared that “in certain conditions
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he could turn out 1,000 acroplanes a day, one of his stipulations
was that he should have the technical assistance of ‘men like
Lindbergh’ > (Times, March 26th, 1942).

* Congress Weekly, organ of an influential section of middle-
class American Jewry, stated in October, 1941:

“At no time in American history has anti-Semitism been as
strong as it is to-day. At no time has that particularly smug,
mealy-mouthed ‘some-of-my-best-friends-are-Jews’ type of anti-
Semitism received such widespread public utterance on political
platforms, in the House of Congress [America’s Parlia-
ment—I. R.] and in the Press. At no time has so large 2 minority
[the Isolationists] been so frustrated that, for lack of any possible
rational argument, it must fall savagely back on the cternal
scapegoat, the Jew. . ..

“The inescapable fact is that Isolationism in America to-day is
inextricably bound up with anti-Semitism. . . . The vast majority
of the leaders have . . . participated in Jew-baiting ol the most
dangerous and insidious sort. . . .

“There were rumours several months ago of a deal among the
Isolationist leaders in Washington to usc the Jewish issuc in one
last desperate attempt to swing the issuc their way. Subsequent
events have supported the rumour. . . .

“In the representative chamber of the world’s largest democ-
racy, phrases like ‘international Jewish bankers’ have been
bandied about, and sneering references have been made to the
“foreign’ birth of those Jews prominent in the administration,
while in the Upper Housc, the leaders of a troop of semi-Tascist
vigilantes sit in the chair of the Military Affairs Committee. . ..

“Anti-Semitic feeling has grown in this present Congress to
alarming proportions, and therc is more anti-Semitic evidence
than is apparent in the Congressional Record [the American Han-
sard—I. R.]. I hear it in the cloak-rooms, and I know it exists.
It only needs a spark to set it off in amazing proportions”
(October 24th, 1941).

(b) Great Britain

In Great Britain, in the last decade, anti-Semitism has
become a force to be seriously reckoned with, and since the
outbreak of war anti-Jewish feeling has spread further to an
alarming degree.
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The Jews in Britain, owing to carlier development, bec&me
more integrated within the cconomy gf tl;}e c::untrﬁf ';.::
1 t the turn
sewhere. The Jewish upper class, by the
f:rr?ru};v had beé!)rnc part of the native British upper class
and rﬁziny of them had been ennobled with aristocratic
titles. The Jewish working-class elements, however, Sth
]v maintained their cohesiveness (as for example, 1% : e
East End of London and the Gorbals in Gl_a:;gmfv). ey
lived on fairly peaceable terms with their Gentile nc1ghbours€i
During the period of Britain’s world trgdedmonopglﬁ at?l ;
ormous super-profits drawn irot
later, thanks to the enormous SUpS b iy S
Lmpi & class in Britain had a relatively hig
Empire, the working class in brit ]
staniilar’d of living than that enjoyed lbzlr. énoitt ?atau;lznttii
: s d n
kers, and social conflict m general £ 7 .
;\}fgr est forms. Moreover. the Jews in Britain number olriy
abm?t ";50 000, a much lower ratio of Jews to non-Jews than
s 3
that in the U.

S.A. Anti-Semitism has been Jess widespread
than in other countrics. though a latent

“anti-foreigner’”

prejudice, duc partly to British insularity and complacency,
. et E J :
existed to a certain extent.

More important as a source of

largel

i o the fact that the Jewish immigrants
ularity has been the fact t
?v%%ngncked?to Fast 1.ondon, Leeds and Glasgow towards the

end of last century (p. 35) were forced to find the:; em}?ll;;ﬂ—t
ment in the lowest-paid and \-v(}l’St-O!‘ga}'llS(Ed tra“cgi, c;:,lstri-
thosc who could risc all became rnam]‘{‘ sma l.n e
alists, small craftsmen. sub-contractors for “home wgruction
small traders, carrying on the traditional pct{)y pr(g by
and huckstering by which the Jew has so often clgn ant o
exist and which encender .«_-.haract'ef‘lsglcs 'pc%u iar, e o
Jews, but to the “small bourgeois” 1n sumiiar con
. v - . L

eerE}::h(r:;Smy times have we h?ard people r%narkt. fro?nf
course, 1 don't dislike _Ir-w:x-——thcy re really no differen e
us. . . . Some of my best fricnds are Jews. . . . Bgz, youﬂ_ y
Jows are ‘pushy’ by naturc; they do like r{_(})]s o;;;ﬁr.y, i
They're awfully clever and get on . . . Ye m ngr y &%
well off and don’t scem 1o work hard. . .. You ne¢

Jew with a pick and shovel or go1
Ge

ng down a coal-mine.”
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Jewish “ostentation,” Jewish “cunning” in being able to
amass wealth at the expense of the Gentile without having
to work for it, etc., are represented as the root of all evil!
Such mistaken but passive ideas about the Jews are whipped
up by continual and persistent propaganda into violent
dislike and hatred of Jews; and where ill feeling against the
Jews already existed, it is intensified into a passionate
desire for the destruction of the Jews. By continually pointing
out that the Jews are responsible for the grievances of the
people, those concerned to do so can always spread racial
feeling into quarters where previously it had never existed.

‘During the first ten years after the last War, the British

ruling class had no need for anti-Jewish diversions, and
there existed only two Fascist organisations, the British
Fascists and the Imperial Fascists. Both were small insignifi-
cant bodies with no support from any important and influen-
tial elements within governing circles. But the crisis of
1929—-32 opened a new phase, marked by the formation
of the National Government, “economy cuts” in wages,
almost 3,000,000 unemployed, strikes, demonstrations, and
great mass struggles. Moreover, Ramsay MacDonald’s
““sell-out” and the Labour debacle in the 1931 elections had
shaken the confidence of large numbers of workers and
progressives in the Labour leadership.

It was in 1932, when production had reached its lowest
point and working-class struggles were sharpened, that the
British Union of Fascists was formed by Sir Oswald Mosley,
an ex-Socialist and rencgade from the Labour Party. The
B.U.F. differed from its predecessors in that it was the
first attempt made by important elements within the British
upper class to build up a Fascist movement to deflect large
numbers of disillusioncd workers from the Labour Party and
trade unions and to prevent them from moving further Left.
It also attempted to canalise into “safe” channels the large
discontented elements within the middle classes, who were
particularly affected by the crisis.

Mosley, soon after Hitler’s rise to power, denied that anti-
Semitism was part of his programme. This showed that
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organised Jew-baiting for political 1)1.11-It).zas',c;t was st:lltlf:replrgon
“sof itain. ey put his emphasis on -
soil of Britain. Mosley pu
toa}r}::nc of the Fascist corporate State. But a n‘l‘llr:lbflr (I){fa}::ri
ﬁiutcnants, particularly William Joyce (novfrs qzis 3o
) e for immediately making anti-Senu .
Sp e T ile Mosley disclaimed anti-
B.U.F.’s main plank. Thus, while Mosley i ¥4
S;:m.iti.sm the B.U.F.’s organ, Blackshirt, could write a
3
same time: .
“In the light of recent cvents, we state dehber:;ltgl‘}]t ewt.lrlsath ;l;l{t;
2 triving to involve Britain 1n war . . .
Jc‘:r: :::azi;:zd f racial minority within tl:xe State to condm;t:ﬁ ;
?i?rious agitation with all the forces of their great mct)nc';;ogv jid
which can have no effect except to drag this country

war with Germany” (November 4th, 1933).

ini i n
In spite of this differcn C({ of opllmr(:::) ::31 :h:fj::}r:srl;gx:sg& !
ithin the leadership, in the early ¢ ¢
:N{:tt:hllinUF undoubtedly did attempt to buéldta r?;.ss égﬂg;:;
ing on the principle of the corporate lt_a;: 2l i )
modelled on Italian lines. But 1t made verylr itt emiddlc Y
There existed in Britain, however, a large oy
that was being “squeczed” by the big mllgtsi)awhi e
and among whom anti-Semitic feeling co}? e thatptF}: d up:
Mosley could tell the im'pm-cnshed shop ccpter o 4
Jews were the international financiers c?:'l TO 2 r% he e
monopolies and banks that were crusl 1;[1gthe e
existence, He could represent to Mr. Smit gt getitor
Gentile shopkeeper, that it was Mr‘.‘ Cohen, ”15'.‘]‘:;1 : }?ad or
round the corner, the “alien” and forcxgncrk- O e
business to be in the country, who was f;'alanMr o
living (although Mr. Cohen was no better off t 2; 2l
—both were victims _(]1{ t]1;:1 s;n;ﬁ c{:g:flt;gr:f ;B Sohe
ate the rich “Jewish nin S i
auners” who explre the Brtih peopl 70 M (S
i the major ills in Britain. : is -
:'?ziﬁsiczlr that, w;]thnni the most virulent ant}-S_emil;rg saj :)t;
main plank, the B.L7.F. was doomed in Britan.

1 For facts and figures on this subject, see the pamphlet by W. Gallacher.
Anti-Semitism, What it Means to Totts Communist Party.
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October 28th, 1934, at a Blackshirt rally in the Albert Hall,
Mosley came out openly with rabid anti-Jewish vitupera-
tion and declared that his Party was primarily concerned
with combating the Jews. Thus, for the first time in the
history of Britain, there existed a party whose programme
was the destruction of the Jews. At the Albert Hall rally—

“the audience was composed of Blackshirts, well-to-do suburban
people [middle class], with a sprinkling of workers. The dominant
note of the meeting was a passionate anti-Semitism. . . . Let no one
after this meeting say that anti-Semitism is not dangerous in
England. Sir Oswald’s anti-Semitic passages were wildly, madly,
cheered from all parts of the hall. People rose in their seats and
yelled delight when he accused the Jews of blackmailing the
Press and of destroying England by their international financial
control” (New Statesman, November 3rd, 1934).

The B.U.F. made some headway as soon as its political
programme was pushed into the background and Jew hatred
became its dominant note. In London, in the Bethnal Green
and Shoreditch areas, where there were large Jewish com-
munities, it mobilised disgruntled shopkeeper clements as
well as the most backward sections of workers. Here there
still existed large relics of the sweatshop system, where the
small Jewish employer, with a handful of workers, toiled
long hours, in many instances with his family, and was no
better off than his workmen. Such petty Jewish craftsmen
sub-contracted out from the larger concerns, who cut the
price so finely that these “employers™ had to make desperate
efforts to find the money to pay wages and keep their
workshops going. Till this very day these workshops exist,
the victims of a system which allows the big monopoly
concerns to squeeze down on the petty proprietor and
craftsman. But these conditions provided the background
for anti-Semitic agitation. Here was the personification of
the Jewish “sweater,” who sweated the Englishman; here
was visible and concrete example of Jewish “‘domination,”
while behind the scenes the international Jewish financiers,

the wealthy brethren of these local ‘“‘sweaters,” ruled the
world!
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it should be noted that the t}'a:de-
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to the News-Revicw of January 23rd, 1936, were:
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“Distinguished representatives of British big business who
claimed that Hitler had an unanswerable case, who planned to
set up a lavishly equipped club in London at which Nazism

could be preached and ministers of National Socialism enter-
tained and feted.”

This organisation lauded the new Germany; it raised no
protest against the destruction of the German trade-union
and Labour movement or the bestial anti-Semitism of Hitler.
In a word, the Anglo-German Fellowship was not unsympa-
thetic to a system of Government of which anti-Semitism was
an integral part. It worked for an Anglo-German Alliance
against the U.S.S.R.

The following members of this body and their connections

indicate what powerful vested interests stood behind the
Anglo-German fellowship:

“Hon. W. W. Astor, Lord Londonderry, Lord Lothian (late
Ambassador to Washington), Lord McGowan (of Imperial
Chemical Industries), Lord Mottistone, Lord Nuffield, Lord
Redesdale, the late Lord Stamp (who was chief industrial adviser
to the Government). Also dircctors of the following banks: Bank
of England, Midland, Lloyds, National Bank of Scotland,
National Bank of Australia, J. H. Schroeder, British Linen Bank,
Halli Bros., National Bank of Egypt, Coutts. Directors of the
following Insurance Companies: Commercial Union, Eagle
Star, Pheenix, London, London and Lancashire, Guardian,
Norwich Union Fire, General Accident, Fire and Lile, National
Employers’ Mutual General. Of the companies with directors
among the members, six alone—Lever and Unilever, I.C.1., Shell
Transport and Trading, Anglo-Iranian Oil, Gas Light and Coke,
Distillers—have a total capital of over £257,000,000. Other
companies with directors among the members included Tate and
Lyle (Sir Leonard Lyle), Imperial Airways, Wm. Deardmore,
Short (Aircraft), Consett Spanish Ore, Pressed Steel of Oxford”
(The Traitor Class, by Ivor Montagu, pp. 39-40).

True, not all these British gentlemen professed anti-
Semitism. Some may quite sincerely have disliked it.
Others, on the other hand, came out openly with anti-
Semitic utterances. Lord Londonderry, ex-Minister for Air,
who boasted that at the Geneva Disarmament Conference

|
|
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professional elements, the former being squeezed out by the
big combines, the latter in many instances secing their
practices, the hard toil of many years, vanishing overnight.
This was followed by the Blitzes of September, 1940, and
the following months, with their destruction of lives and
property and dislocation of family life.

In such conditions of social stress, the Jew-baiter reaped
a rich harvest. The pre-war demonstrative thuggery of the
B.U.F. came to an end. But the racial propagandist is
always able to seize upon the immediate grievances of the
people and to blame them on to the Jews. If before the war
unemployment, slums and all the social evils were due to
“Jew control,” the war, according to the racial propagand-
ists, was a “Jew’s war,” deliberately fostered by the Jews,
for whom the Englishman was called upon to shed his
blood. When the September Battle of Britain exposed the
deficiencies of shelter accommodation and evacuation areas,
the Jew-baiter was able to introduce into these issues anti-
Jewish feeling. Had the Government pursued a bold con-
structive policy for alleviating the terrible distress and
suffering caused by the intensive raids, then the Jew-baiters
in the shelters and billeting areas would have found their
job much more difficult. But when appalling shelter con-
ditions were allowed to exist, such as those in the notorious
Tilbury and other East End shelters, when chaos and over-
crowding took place in evacuation areas, then anti-Semitism
met with success. Racial feeling arose in the shelters within
the first few weeks of the Blitz. The Jewish Chronicle’s special
correspondent, commenting on the growth of anti-Semitism
he encountered in his tour of the shelters, wrote:

“Generally speaking, racial hostility was weaker where the
shelter conditions were better organised, and stronger where the
organisation was haphazard and where points of friction were
allowed to accumulate™ (November 1st, 1940).

When the Tubes were taken over by the public as shelters,
a tremendous scramble took place for pitches on the plat-
forms and even on the stairs. The Tubes were supposed to
be ‘practically bomb-proof shelters. Terrible overcrowding,
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discomfort and filthy sanitary conditions engendered strife
among the tens of thousands who were in fear of sheltering

where but in the Tubes. .
an}:—\ complaint which “s Ziver significance to by the fact th?‘t g:
recurred at several stations W 15 that individual policemen al
openly sided with anti-Semites in disputes which had a¥si?.n~
heard this complaint [rom shelterers at Leicester Square, Totte
ham Court Road and Wood Green” (ibid.).

The Hackney and King v!rmff anezte, a local North LL;)nézlon
paper with a wide cirenlation in North and East E _c;n,
where Mosley gained some mass support, gave the Jew-baiter
a hand: _

“Fr Hal ohservations, 1 should say that go per cent.
of til‘ncl):;n szri(;cl ‘ne nightly on Tube platforms are of theﬁli:m;h
persuasion. . . . Besides males with black patriarchal beaf ,bt tz
observer cannot fail to detect 2 considerable number of robus
and obviously well-nourished men”’ (Octok?er most, .194%0}. )

Even local authoritics manifested racial dlsicrlrm-nf;,lttloir:.

8 ¢ was caused at Tube stations last nig y a
quc&iecfinct):lngc application form for bunk tickets. This igut::ﬁ.b:lm
demanded the nationality of the applicant. A_numbet;io _pcg%e,
most of them British-horn, queried the necessity and desira cc‘lg ;y
of the question. The ost Warden replied that it was inserted by
order of the local Couneil” ( Reynolds, December 22nd, 1940).

In the billeting arcas the Jew-baiter also stirred up rac1ta’.l
feeling. Here again he was assisted by the Govc:i;rltmen‘s
failure to tackle in a constructive manner the problems in
the evacuation centres. Evacuees were thrown upon working-
class homes, while the wealthy were hardly called uprﬁ}l to
play their part. This led to overcrowding and discomfort,
which soon brought forth into the open anti-Semitic

rejudices. '

’ “JI.n a neighbouring town I found considerable evldcn(lslc t(iJf
friction. Outside the station, as the refugees left in a Patt:) c
procession to seek biflets, 1 heard disgruntled muttennig_s ab ut
a Jewish invasion. . . . Later, when there was a scramble for uslti:s
and several members of the much-inflated population natura 31(
failed to obtain seats . . . there were grumblings about Jews an
foreigners' * (Jewish ( hromicle, October 27th, 1940).
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“A mean attack on Jewish evacuees from London was made this
week at a meeting of the High Wycombe Borough Council. . . .
Councillor E. W. Hole stood up to declare that it was the Jews
who scrambled on the buses and prevented other people finding
places. The Jews, he said, get on the top step and keep out anyone
who does not belong to the tribe of Israel. Forcigners were
attending the local markets and taking away the places of honest
Englishmen” (Jewish Chronicle, November 22nd, 1940).

In Cambridgeshire, a local Councillor, Major Fowler,

declared that ““we shall have half of the East End springing
on us” and that—

“it is really scandalous, when honest born British citizens are
staying in London and facing it, that the Jewish element should
come down here and throw themselves on the public expense”
(Cambridgeskire Times, October 18th, 1940).

Thus did the anti-Semites and their local allies stir up

anti-Jewish feeling amidst the chaos and disorganisation in
the evacuation areas.

Another issue arising from the war was the food racket,
which the Government failed to tackle adequatcly. Large
quantities of food went to the West End, where the rich could
pay black market prices, while much smaller quantities
went into working-class districts, whose inhabitants could
not pay the inflated prices. Unscrupulous wholesalers and
retailers took advantage of the food shortage created by the
Government’s food policy; profiteering and racketeering
were widespread.

Among the numerous prosecutions for infringement of
food regulations, the Jewish offenders were only a fraction
of the total; but they were given most prominence in the
newspapers.

“Qnly a tiny proportion of the malefactors are members of the
Jewish community. But unfortunately, despite the fact that Jews
among them form . . . so small a proportion, discrimination is
practised in the procedure of the prosecution, where, lor example,
one Jew among thirty traders is sclected as the test case, whereby
the other twenty-nine non-Jews’ cases are decided—and the
grotesquely disproportionate prominence frequently given in the

i o e
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Press to the Jewish cases is calculated to give a dangerously false
impression” ( Jewish Chronicle, June 12th, 1941).

In September, 1941, Mr. Alec Nathan, a Jewish com-
munal leader, referring to the growth of anti-Semitism, said:

“Some of you may think that I have an obsession regarding the
... development of anti-Semitism, and an altogether exaggerated
idea of its incidence and importance. My answer to that is that I
am in a better position than a man in a particular locality to
measure its rapid development throughout the country, particu-
larly in the last twelve months, as evidence of this development
accumulates from all over the country and comes to the London
office. Within the last few months I have been called in to meet
three M.Ps. who were disturbed by the rapid growth of anti-
Jewish feeling and fearful of its effect, if allowed to go unchecked,
not only upon the Jews, but on the Gentile community. They
wanted to know if we Jews were alive to the fact, and what we
were doing to combat it.

“] have also had meetings with four men holding very
important editorial positions on newspapers with a national
circulation . . . who wanted to discuss this matter with me. . . .
I was recently called into a consultation that was prompted by
high Government circles™ ( cwish Chronicle, September 5th,1941).

Since the Nazi attack on the U.S.S.R., which was followed
by Mr. Churchill’s historic speech and the Anglo-Soviet
Alliance, there have been significant indications that those
elements in high circles who have been associated with
anti-Semitism are those who, like the Isolationists in
America, are bitterly opposed to the whole-hearted alliance
with the U.S.S.R. for the joint victory over Hitler and the
joint organisation of the peace. The political background of
Lieutenant-Colonel Moore-Brabazon, Minister for Aircraft
Production until the end of February, 1942, whose anti-
Soviet speech aroused such widespread indignation in
September, 1941,' can be seen from a passage in the

1At the T.U.C. Conmress on September and, 1941, Mr. Jack Tanner,
President of the A.E.U.. revealed that Moore-Brabazon had made a speech in
which he expressed the hope that “the Russian and German armies will
exterminate each other, and, while this is taking place, we, the British Common-
wealth of Nations will s develop our air force and other armed forces that, if

Russia and Germany do destroy each other, we shall have the dominating
power in Europe.”
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“Londoner’s Diary” of the Euvening Standard (July 2vth,
1939):

“Lady Mosley emerged last night as a new political hostess.
She and Sir Oswald Mosley gave a dinner party at their home. . . .

The guests of honour were three Tory M.Ps., Colonel Moore-
Brabazon and Captain Alan Ramsay and Sir Jocelyn Lucas, the
newly elected Member for South Portsmouth.

The other guests included . . . Admiral Sir Barry Domville and
Lady Domville, Professor Lauric [all leading figures in the
Link—I. R.] and Major-General J. F. C. Fuller, who is a Mosley
prospective candidate at next elections.”

The refusal by Mr. Herbert Morrison, as Home Sccretary,
to make public the names of the Right Club, a body founded
by Moore-Brabazon’s fellow guest, the arch Jew-baiter,
Captain Alan Ramsay, M.P., is another indication of the
power wielded by Britain’s pro-Hitlerites in high places.
This club was stated by Ramsay to be an “anti-Judaic
organisation” which had among its members “M.Ps., peers
and people of good standing™; he had promised not to
divulge the names of about 20 per cent. of the members, who
did not want it to be known that they were associated with
an “anti-Judaic organisation.”” Its programme was virulent
hatred of Jews and the Soviet Union, and adulation of
Hitler Germany.

Clearly there exists a direct link between anti-Semitism
and those elements in high circles who, like their American
counterparts, the Isolationists, fear a military defeat for
Hitler because this may endanger the whole fabric of their
system, their wealth and privileges. As anti-Semitism was
used before to disrupt the anti-Fascist forces, so, if the time
seemed ripe, it would be used again to disrupt the national
unity of the British people against Hitler and to sabotage the
Anglo-Soviet Alliance. Anti-Semitism in Britain may well
become a powerful tool against the British people. Those
elements who to-day are most strongly opposed to the
fullest implementing of the Anglo-Soviet Alliance now and
in the making of peace, are yesterday’s supporters of Mosley
and other disseminators of Jew-hatred. Anti-Semitism has
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penetrated deeply into the British democratic mode of life.
If this is not so apparent as in America, it is because here it
is fostered in a much more discreet and cunning fashion. No
British magnate of any real standing, no matter how reac-
tionary, has ever published or even openly associated him-
self with a Jew-baiting organ in the crude fashion of Henry
Ford and his Dearhorn Independent. Even the late Lord
Rothermere openly backed Mosley only for a short time. But
the class function of this form of racial hatred is well under-
stood. When in the ecarly months of Hitler’s rule certain
prominent Jews and non-Jews told the Jewish people to
“keep out of politics™ i1s 2 means of combating anti-Semitism,
the Economist, organ of powerful interests in the City of
London, made a significant comment:

“But even if the Jow abstains from all political activity, will
not increasing soctal conflict introduce anti-Semitism into
England in any case? The problem in the last analysis is therefore
not whether England is immune from anti-Semitism, but
whether England is immune from social conflict” (June 1oth,
1933)-

This passage, which epitomises the essence of our argu-
ment, proves the understanding of anti-Semitism and its
relation to “increasing social conflict,” which exists in circles
of high influence. Journals of this character are not for mass
consumption.

“Anti-Jewish feeling is on the upward trend in this country.
There exists a smouldering hatred of the Jew that only requires
the slightest fanning to become a flame of practical persecu-
tion. . . . There appenrs fo exist a large degree of sympathy with
Hitler in his anti-Semitic outlook among people who otherwise
ardently support the war against Germany” (Freethinker, quoted
by the Fewish Chronicls, December sth, 1941).

For the purposes of class domination and the maintenance
of class privileges. a1l the old weapons of racial hatred are
brought out again. The latest counterpart of anti-Semitism
is Vansittartism. This creation of a former high Foreign
Office official exists to foster hatred of the Germans as a
peculiarly evil people, different from all others, and thus to
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destroy the “mischievous influence’ of the idea ““that once
there is a Socialist Germany there is nothing more to fear.”!

(3) Conclusion

We haveshown that throughout the agesanti-Semitismand
the Jewish question have been used as a diversionist weapon
against the progressive forces in their struggle for a betterand
higher order of things, and that to-day they can still be used
for the same purpose. We have seen how the Jewish question
hasbeen solved, and have also considered the Zionist problem.
It remains for us to consider what lessons can be learnt from
this surveyin the present situation, when Fascism is menacing
the freedom and liberty of tens of millions of pcople.

Mankind to-day is confronted with an immediate task
which must be fulfilled before it can go forward to a higher
and better social order. This is the defeat of Hitler Fascism,
which has geared to its military machine practically the
whole of the productive resources of the conquered countries
in Europe. Hitlerism is a threat both to the nations which
enjoy democratic freedom and to the Colonial peoples who
are struggling for it.

New perspectives are now opened up for the Jews in their
struggle against anti-Semitism and for the maintenance of
their democratic rights; Hitlerism, the enemy of mankind, is
the particular enemy of the Jews; even its temporary victory
would mean the complete extinction of a large section of the
Jewish people.

The immediate task of the Jewish people to-day is simple
and clear. They must subordinate everything to the military
defeat of Hitler, and, in addition to their work in political
parties, trade unions and other non-Jewish organisations,
they must unite as Fews. Jewry, if it wishes to win the respect of
its non-Jewish brothers, must be in the forefront of the anti-
Hitler struggle. For this is the path of progress and if there is
one great outstanding lesson we as Jewish people must learn,

1 Major Ernest Lloyd, M.P., at a luncheon of the Never Again Association,
the Vansittart organisation, whose secretary, Mr. Digby d'Avigder, has been

at different times employed by the British Intelligence Service, Scotland Vard
and the Japanese Embassy (Evening Standard, February 19th, 1942).
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a lesson that all our long history teaches, it is that where there
is progress and expansion, where education and culture
advances, anti-Semitism dare not show its evil face. Where
reaction flourishes, education and culture are destroyed,
while anti-Semitism becomes the principal weapon of those
whose one desire is to hold back progress.

The greatest obstacle to the pro-Hitlerite Jew-baiter,
who will attempt to profit from the problems and dis-
comforts created by the war, is a strong, united Jewry,
playing its part and contributing more than its share to the
winning of the war. The Jewish people must learn that the
strengthening of the national front against Hitler and the
fullest carrying out of the Anglo-Soviet Alliance is their part
in a struggle on whose outcome depends their very life and
existence.

The heroism of Sovict Jewry, which is defending, together
with all the peoples of the U.S.S.R., not only its fatherland,
but the national freecdom of all peoples, must be an example
to the Jews the world over. The Soviet Press has paid a
glowing tribute to the devotion and courage with which
Soviet Jews are fighting. These Jews are indeed carrying on
the great tradition of the Maccabees, Bar Kochba and
Rabbi Akiba who in the Palestine of antiquity fought
for national liberty against the Hellenes and the Romans
with such great heroism. They are also carrying on those
great traditions of the Jews in later centuries who, in Heine’s
words, bled on every battlefield for freedom and social
progress. The modern Maccabees, those Jewish franctireurs
who levied such terrible toll upon the Nazi troops when they
entered Kishinev, and the Jewish guerrilla fighters who, with
their non-Jewish brothers, are harassing the German lines of
communication, must inspire the Jews to even greater feats
of heroism and sacrifice for Hitler’s ultimate defeat.

For the non-Jew the menace of anti-Semitism as a diver-
sionist tool in the present situation cannot be over-empha-
sised. He must help to stamp out every manifestation of anti-
Semitism as part and parcel of his struggle for democracy
and against Hitler and his agents in this country. He must
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look upon anti-Semitism as the Trojan horse which has
proved so successful in the past and which the reactionary
pro-Fascists will have no hesitation in resorting to when the
first opportunity arises.

It is not only the Fascist Jew-baiter, and those in the high
places who openly or secretly support him, who must be

as Hitler’s friends and the disrupters of our war
effort. There are also individuals who may profess to be anti-
Fascists, yet tend to blame the Jews for the evils and discom-
forts created by war conditions and to accuse them of
exploiting for profit the issues that are such sore problems
with the people. To accuse the Jews in the evacuation areas
of being responsible for discomfort and overcrowding and
the shortage of food, to accuse the Jews of monopolising the
best shelters and speculating in the nation’s food, etc., is to
play Hitler’s game here.! People may have their anti-Jewish
prejudices or any other racial or religious sentiments, how-
ever wrong and mistaken. But what must be made clear to
them is the danger of allowing such feelings to be exploited
by the reactionaries in this country who are working against
the interests of the British people and of democracy and
freedom everywhere.

If, however, racial hatred is a powerful weapon in the
armoury of Hitler’s followers within the democracies, then
a scientific understanding of the Jewish question is a neces-
sary weapon in the armoury of every sincere anti-Fascist, for
which he may well be thankful in the great battles that have
yet to come. When imperialism and the conflicts to which it

:ves rise have vanished, when classes have been eliminated
and a new and higher form of society has begun, our people
willnolonger bea “buffer” betweenwarring forcesbut, blessed
with peace and security, will march side by side with their
Gentile brothers to a happier life than theyhave ever known.

If this book contributes even in the least degree to that end
it will have served the purpose of the author.

1 Mr. Beverley Baxter’s anti-Semitic utterances in the House of Commaons,
linking the Jews with the Black Market, have been quoted approvingly by the
Nazi paper, the Berliner Boersenzeitung, which has hailed Mr. Baxter asone of those
who have “perceived the deadly danger” ( Fawish Chronicle, March zoth, 1942).




