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] THE GARMENT WORKER’S STRIKE

With every day that passes the “general strike” of the gar-
ment workers of New York is becoming more general, their “mass
action” more massive. The attempt of the “disinterested” gentle-
men of the Chamber of Commerce to paralyze the strike and
demoralize the strikers has signally failed. It failed just as com-
pletely and ignominiously as the futile attempts of the European
Powers to preserve peace and maintain  the “status quo” in the.
Balkans. If this war between those who clothe the world and
those who levy tribute on the world’s clothes is to have any mean-
ing, it must be pushed with all possible vigor up to the point where
the superiority of either side is decidedly established. If the
strikers had permitted the intervention of a third party and the
suspension of hostilities before the relative strength of the con-
tending parties had been measured in the shock of battle, they
would have thereby confessed their own weakness. And if at any
future stage of the conflict a third party is permitted to intervene,
mediate or arbitrate, as has been the case in so many recent con-
flicts between labor and capital, it will simply mean that the work-
ers are not yet strong enough to overcome all opposition and crush
the enemy. But at least there will then have taken place an actual
trial of strength, and its results will be embodied in the terms: of
the truce.

While this is being written we learn of a new attempt that
is being made to arrange an armistice. An association of so-called
independent manufacturers in the clothing industry is offering
an immediate partial increase in wages in order to induce the
strikers to resume work, while all other questions in dispute are
to be submitted to a conference committee and a board of arbi-
tration. Rivalries and dissensions appear to have broken out in:
the camp of the employers. It is therefore to be hoped that these
dissensions will be utilized to the utmost in the interest of the
workers, just as the Socialist parties throughout the world have
always striven to turn the conflicts of interests among the various
capitalist groups and parties to the advantage of the working class.
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he very beginning of this strike the em.p!oyers have
trieng mgaitnepubi.i{: syfnpathy for themselves. by raising the .crg
that if wages are raised the price of clothes w_111 ha_ve to be raise
correspondingly. This claim is worth looking into, hovlvever
briefly. If the clothing industry were as pe1:fect a mono;l)(;) {r as,
for example, the anthracite industry, _the claim m}gl.lt ho ue,
though even then only within cert_am 1mpa:ss3able lmpts, for ev%n
a monopoly is not free to raise prices ad lzbztum, wfc!'xout tcons11;
ering all the conditions of the market. To raise prices 0 Sl;;
an extent as to reduce consumption very matenal!y, encoul.‘a%e the
atilization of substitutes, and thus cut very considerably 1111 o the
total annual profit, is a luxury that even a perfect monopoly can-
not freely indulge in. But unfortu.nately for the clotl;mg .manui-_:
facturers, they are by no means in the fortunate s1t1}a.t10n od
monopolists. Their industry is subject to severe compet1t10'111‘ artx)
the increase in wages may be takenm out of t_he;r p.roﬁts. o be
sure, if the prevailing rate of profit in the clothing industry were,
owing to the increase of wages, to be. rgduced _bglow the aver;zge
rate of profit for all industries, and if in addition t.he manufac-
turers could not compensate themselves for the higher w:fes
through the introduction of improved processes qf prqductlon, ) ?cn
capital would tend to emigrate from the clothing mdust_:ry into
other industries and the prices of clothes Would. tend to increase
until the rate of profit was equalized. But. there is no good reason
for entertaining either of these assumptions. The clothu;lgl.m-
dustry of this city has produced a very large number of mi h1on-
aires, many who have entered the 1pdqstry as poor men f.ve
grown very rich, and this does not indicate an abnpl_'mally (;lw
rate of profit. On the other hand, the technical COI.ldltlonS of the
jndustry are known to be very backwar:d, largely owing to.the pre-
vailing low wages, and a substantial increase of wages in every
branch of the industry would surely act as a spur 150 the mtrp-
duction of machinery and improved and more eqonomlcal xpethO(}s
of production. And higher processes of p1:oduct10n would, in their
turn, become the foremost agency for putting an end to the sweat-
8lmpTeth:Lstrike:s of the workers in the great clothing 11}dustry
of this city reveal a peculiar physiognomy. The complaint has
Pbeen repeatedly made that these worlgers pave altogether too many
strikes and that they do not in quiet tlpes' make .the sacnﬁges
necessary for maintaining a strong o?gamzatlon, which .Would, by
jts very existence, preclude the necessity for.' so many strikes. The
facts are as stated, but the complaint is unjust. '}‘he undeveloped
technical conditions of the industry, the resulting pregerllce of
thousands of small bosses and contractors who act as middlemen
between the real capitalist employers anq the Workgrs, the preva;
lence of tenement house work, the relatively unskilled nature o
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the labor—all these factors tend to make the task of organization
in the clothing industry an extremely difficult one. Hence the
strike becomes here doubply and trebly necessary—not only, as in
other cases, to wrest concessions from the employers; not only to
rejuvenate and strengthen the organization, so that it is not the
organization which supports the strike, but the strike which in-
fuses fresh life into the organization; but also, in large part, to
fulfill the functions of the organization as such. The explosive
force of the strike must replace the want of momentum in the or-
ganization.

But even in this peculiar form the ever-growing, ever ex-
panding force of the class struggle of the workers manifests itself.
Strikes in the clothing industry have for many years past been
recurring with the regularity of the seasons. But each successive
strike is more general than the preceding ones, affects more
branches of the industry, embraces many more thousands of work-
ers, and leaves after it as a residue a stronger organization to
serve as a nucleus and rallying point for future struggles. What
thus takes place is not a mere recurrence or simple repetition, but
a real evolution, effected through a series of comparatively small
but none the less painful revolutions. And yet these methods have
been adopted and these results brought about without any pre-
conceived theory, but through the spontaneous efforts of the work-
ers to resist the depressing tendencies of capitalist production and
to obtain decent living conditions. The garment workers and
their leaders have never maintained that the methods which cir-
cumstances have compelled them to adopt are the best and most
appropriate for the entire labor movement, nor have they asserted

- that these methods, and these alone, lead straight to the social

revolution. Nevertheless the entire labor movement may draw

useful lessons from the methods and experiences of the garment
workers.

TWO PROTESTS

Socialists are not in the habit of praising either our strenuous
ex-President or the President of the American Federation of
Labor. It is our duty this week to speak well of both of them.

In the State of Idaho the Progressive ticket was kept off the
official ballot in the late election by a fiat of the courts. Mr.
Roosevelt issued a statement denouncing this action. The state-
ment was published in a Progressive paper of that state, where-
upon the editor and publishers of the paper were clapped
into jail and fined $500 each for lese majesté—beg pardon, for
contempt of court.

But Mr. Roosevelt, who was something of a “majesty” himself
hot so very long ago, does not permit himself to be cowed even
by the highest act of arbitrary power. In a characteristic message






