.
date the terroriste or eat they ¢o.” The Washiagion Fomt
has called for ''a sew: ’-z;.pr pdaeh to the Arab terrorists"
and argued that ''it ;oakes no more sense to exclude thers
{rom considerations affecting a2 setilement than toexclude
the Vietcong in Vietnam." (The Jewish Chronicle, London
February 28,1969, p.12.) A

The Palestinians are struggling to liberate themselves
from a specific type of discrimination and persecution but
cannot succeed in ihis siruggle without overcoming all social
diecrimination in Arab society. Whether the Palestinian peo-
ple's resistance will transcend. its nationalism depends on the
conscious struggle oi the revolutlonanes within that move-
ment. If the revolutionaries succeed in that internal struggle -
they will liberate not only the Palestinians from descrimina-
tion, but everybody else throughout the Middle East. WUnlike
Zioniem which has accepted human discriminationas eternal,
and accomodated itself to it, thus becoming a conserving force
in human history, the Palestinians were unable to implementa
mere reversal of roles with their ducnmmators. Their ori-
ginal aim, to overcome the d;scrxm:natlon to whicn. they arenow
subjected, could then be transcended by the aim to overcorne all

social and national discrimination sverywhere in the Middle East,

thus transforming thewmselves from an object of history into its
subject. ¥¥#% (This'srafiet has been reprinted from ISRAC,
‘May, 1969, pp.10-11. A subscriprion to ISRAC may be ob-
tained for any donation from the Israeli Revolutionary Actioa
Committee Abroad; 219 Putndy Bridge Road, London SW 15,
England.
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ZIONISM andthe PALESTINIANGS
by A. Orr

. The last interview givdn by Levi Eshkol to the foreignpress,
included the following exchange: , =

Q: "If the Jews are entitled to a homeland in this part ofthe
world are not the Palestinians similarly entitled to their own
country?"

A: "What are the Palestinians ? When I came here there
were 250, 000 non-Jews, mainly Arabs and Beduins. It wasde-
sert. More than underdeveloped. Nothing., It Was only after
we made the desert bloom that they became interested in taking
it from us." (Newsweek & Jerusalem Post, Feb. 17,1969.)

This official statement by the late Isracli premier (the
version in the Jerusalem Post was approved, prior to publica-
tion, by the Prime Minister's Office) is a calculated misrepre-
sentation of the past. We shall show that it is a2 misrepresen-
tation, and the rationale behind it.

In 1891 -92 the Jewish philosopher Ahad-Haam visited
Palestine. He published his impressions in two long ariicles
entitled: "TruthfromPalestine''. Ahad-Haam was respected
for his honesty, thoroughness and insight. His report was
never challenged by anyone in the Zionist movement. We
quote a passage from the first article:

"We abroad are accustomed to believe that

Palestine nowadays (1891!) is almost entirely

desolate; a barren desert where anyone can buy

land to his heart's content. In fact that is not so.

All over the country it is hard to find arable land

that is not cultivated.... Not only the peasants but

even the owners of large esiates are reluctant to sell

good, arable land. Many of our brethren who came

here to buy land, stayed in the country for months,

toured it extensively, yet failed to find what they came for,"
It is certqinly true that the Zionist colonization, with its tech-
nical knowhow and nationalist enthusiasm, transformed much
of the then non-arable lands into arable areas. But that is

2
only part of the truth. Another part for exa.mple, ‘s the' ques -
tion of how tho Israeli Land Authorlty came to possess all the
land’ which it, pgver bought"? e i

A ST LT R f

A second pomt made, by Eshkol aeserts that when he
immigratéd to Palestine {at the turn. -of the dentury)’ the "
country was inhabited only by %250,000 non-Jeiws mainly
Arabs and Beduins!'.© This assertion cohtradicts an esti-
mate made by 'Sir Herbert S8dmusl over 64 years 'ago: '

" Herbert Samiuel played a sigpificant role in Zidnist .
history. As a member of a well known faraily of bankefrs in
the Cityof London ke wielded considerable influence over some
members of the Bru:xsh Cabinet during the first World War.
Though'a Jew' with pro -Zionist sentiments, he always felt '~
his' Empire boyalties first, such was one of the reasons fpr
his appointmeént as the first Br1t15hH1gh(”ommas sioner in
Palestine in 1920, As eaa-ly as 1915, when the British Ca.bl- b
net discussed the future’ of territories which Br1tam wouldbé -
likely to’possess after th? war, Herbert Samuel 'seht a memo-,' aks
randum t6 the cabznet} wh' ¢h, eventually shaped Brltlsh pohcy P '
in Paloﬂstme. We 'quote one paragraph: :

: "Another a.lterna.twe often suggested is the establ‘ibh-

ment in Pale atme of an autonomous Jewish state. "'1‘

" Whatever be the merits’; or demerits, of that prop0'sa1 bt

it is certain that the time 1s not ripe for it. Suchmcrease _

of popu'latlon as there has been in Palestme in: recent years '
“has been’ composed indeed, mostly of Jew1sh 1mm1grants.

The ‘new Jewish agr1cu1tural colonies already number a-

bout 15, 000 souls. In Jerusalem itself two- thirds. of the

populatlon are Jewlsh but in the cou qtry as a whole they .

still, probably, ‘do not ‘number more than about one 51xth

of the population. If the attempt were made to place the

500 000 or 600, 000 Ma ahomedans of Ara.b ra.ce under a

govornmem wh1ch rested upon the support of 90 or 100 000

Jewish 1hhab1tan1:s "there car be no o,ssur[arnce that sucha

government, even if established’ by the auuho; 1ty oﬁ"the

Powers ‘would be able to command o‘bed1ence, The dream

of a Jewish State; prosperous progresswe a.nd the home

of a brilliant civilization, m1ght van1sh in a series of
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squalid conflicts with the Arab population. And even if a
State so constituted d1d succeed in avoiding, or repressing,
internal disorder, it is doubtful whether it would bé etrcmg
“enough to protect itself from exte rnal aggression onthe-
part of the turbulent elements around it. To attempt to
realize the aspiration of a J e,w1sh State one century too
soon m1ght throw back’ :l.ta actual realization for many
centuries more.. Theése considerations are fully recog-
nized by the Zionist movement.' (JohnBowle, 'Viscount
Samuel'; Gollancz 1957, p-177.) gl s :
In contemporary parlance oné would say simply, that the Zion-
ist movement did not wish to 1fnp1ement Jewish minority-rule
in Palestme and -~ naturally - - did not wish the Palestinian
Arabs to ach1eve mdependence wh11e Jews were stilla mmonty.
Samuel drew, the attentxon of the British Cabinet to this consi-
deration, which ahgned “ionist pohcy in Palestine with that of

British 1mper1a11sm. ‘The Balfour declaration of 1917 is no- K

thing more than the treaty between these two partners who
shared, from 1915 to 1945, a common political interest in
Palestine.  Samuel could not foresee in 1915, that at some
time later it would become necessary for_ Zionists to denythe
existence of 'an md1genoue Palestinian popula,tz.on. Actually,
the figures he quotes were sumla.r to thoge gquoted by 2 Dr.
Loewe ih.the first Zionist Congress as early as 1897.
Eshkol's misrepresentation, of the recent past in Pales-
tine is not a result of‘ighorance (his generation knows the facts
better than most other Israeha), nor are theae private, per-
soria.l v1ews. Most mests hold the same views; some-of .
them -- 11ke Ben-Gurion -~ express them even clearer. In
a recent polemle against another Zlonlst leader (M. Yaari
of Mapa.m), Ben-Gurion stated:

"L s.I'have always been ca.reful to refer to 'Arabs
when speaking of Palestine; I have alwaye distinguished
between the rights of the Jewish PEOPLE inPalestine
and the rights of the'Arabs WHO LIVE IN IT; never the

- rights of A¥ab PEOPLE in Palestine.... My comrades
-:and myself never accepted that "Palestine belongs tothe
J'ew:leh Pebple and to the Arab People‘ I have always

.2 s11: ||‘1
- been careful to ptate in. a11 my-articles and speeches
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t that 'Palestine. belongs to the. Jewish’People andto the
: Arabs who live in it'v:: That is what‘l insist on today,
and what the majority of the Zionists hatvé always
mszsted, on, ' (Ha aretz March 15, 1968 )
: S et BagmieT 1
The chfierence between the two formulations which Ben- _
Gurion mentions is decisive;if the Palestinians are merely a v
pOpulatmn they can claim only civil rights'whereas if they are '{
recognized as a People, then.even according to Ben-Gurion,
they have pohtmal rights in Palestine. To Zionists, who 3.1- y
ways insisted, vehemently, on a morally impeccable case, it
is important to deny the existence of the Palestinians as a
national ent1ty, whose rights to independence theyhave usurped
~ As for the Palestinians, they expressed their pohtmal
desires in a general strike of the entire population in 1936,
which lasted for many weeks, and finally in an armed rebel-
lion, known in the annals of British imperialism‘as "The :
Arab Rebellion of 1938-39"". The Zionist policies towards
these strugglee can be illuminated by the following mc:dente.
When the Palestinian, stevedores in the Port of Haifa Jomed =¥
the General Strike, the Zionist "Federationof Jewish Workere iy
in Palestine" also known as the ""Histadruth'’, sent apecml )
emissaries to the port of Saloniki in Greece and brought over
a whole community of Jewish stevedores to - work as scabs
and implement ''Jewish Labor Only" in the port of Haifa.’
Many of the Palestinian stevedores never rega*med then'Jobs.
When Palestinian saboteurs started to-blow up the IPC pipe- '
line leading from Iraq to Haifa, the British mobilized Zionist
youth to fight them, under the command of British officers
like C.O, Wingate.. M. Dayan was one of those, so weremany
other high ranking Israeli commanders. ' In fact, the Win'gEite N
school of military thinking permeates all’ Ieraeh rri111tery '
thinking to this day. \ - _
‘The Zionist insistence that the Palestinians do not con-
stitute a national entity is not merely a product of political
expediencies, it has deep psychological roots.” Zionist ideo?-
logy is founded on the assumption that discrimination, ‘and
per secutmn, of natzonal minorities is an eternal'feature of
human behavior, 1ndependent of political, social or. economic::
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factors. It accepts anti-semitism as a phenomenon whichcan-
not be overcome byichanges in so¢iety. Zionist ideologyidbased
on an historiosophy:which consider’s' Jewish histeoy as aepajrate
from, at best parallelto, world history, its mterpretatzon of Jew- |
ish history can be sufhmed up in‘the words: 'every genération
attempts to annihilate us anew'". It is important for this ideology
to interpret the confliét with the Palestinians as an "irrational
urge to exterminate the Fews™. It is for this reason thit Zionists
label the conflict: 2k the 2Msrigeli-Arab conflict" rathe® than 1*2i6n'-
ist-Palestinian", that they blame’ “theArabs! in general or "A‘rab
governments' as-responsible for the ‘conflict, = A
Moreover, wheh' Zionista™alk 6f 'thethreat 8i annihilation',
they do not mean "phy‘smal extermiation' But mainly the ‘denial
of special right8 to Jews in’ Palestlne. Zionists do nb’t ctmsuier
Israel as the political expréssion of 1ts own’ propulatmn but as the
political e:rpressm'n ‘of world JewfVy. ' The only law with a corfstiz’
tutional status in Israel is the ''Law of Retéirn',  which grantsevery
Jew in the world aiitornatic rights' of 1mm1grat1on and’ cit1zénshrp
in Palestine:’ Jews are never conisidered ag 1mm1gra-hts ‘but as
nreturnees\" wheréds most of the Palestinians actua.llv born in-
Palestine but now living as refuge&s ‘outside Isiael are Hep 1ved
in prmc1ple ‘of ‘that: rlght. Zionists ‘wAll only’ a.ccept the pr1nc1ple
of '"one person -=‘one vote'-aslong as Jews are ih'the’ majohty
The pgeuliar: ‘thing about the whold Busine'ss i's ‘the fact that*the
Zionists Have no definition of'"a Jew" but depend ‘on anti- semitism
for it., Even the slogan, raised by some Israélis, sayifig et us *
transform Istael from the State of'the Jéews into‘the State of the
Israehs"tls sonsidered by'the Ziohists™d§’ Theiterdent to annihils &
tion. - The 'Ghief Education Officér of thé Israeli Army, Brigddier’
M. Bar-On exbressed this as follows: "Ag’for peace; merc de-
clarations are useless. We do not require anybody's”endorse-
ment in order to exist. ' Peace means a change in Afab attitudes; -
so that they will'recognize not merely 'the ‘existence’ of Tsraélbut
:its right to be a Jewish state, with the right to absorb Jew1sh i

- - migration, and have a Jewish orientation, not &n Arab one. The

. Arabs miust recognize the uniqueness of our: character. Those
who detnand that Israel become a- Middle -Easté#n State desireits
ann1h1lation. " (Talk glven at a seminar for Israeh students 1n

Europe, Arnhem, Holland December, 1967 )

-:.f.i. S
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This tnay seem an odd mterpremtwn i i:"xr.,. term anmhllauon"
but it ie neither hypocnqy nor. exped:.ency for Zionists to em-=
ploy it in this sense;it is their psychological 1denf.1ty, not phy-
sical existence which is, indeed, threatened. .

-As for the Palestinians, they have now been re-umﬁed
by the Israeli occupation and reshaped intq. a._pgg_;gmgl,_uniw by
their resistance. As in most societies struggling for indepen-'
dence, one can recognize the emerging pattern of two trends, -
one -- the more nationalistic oriented -- subordinates all
social ispues to the Mruggle for Natmna!. l:beratum, the other--
more revolutionary ar:lented -- realizes that the National prob-
lem cannot be solved ‘withiout a social revolution. In the .specir
fic circumstances of PaIestme it is impossible to impose a
nationalistic solution’to the problem; this situation creates
conditions wherein the nationalist trend will probably undergo.
a chain of internal struggles culminating in the emergence of
a non- natlona.hstic“fevolutwnary leadersip, which could even-
tually transform Arab §ociety all over the Middle Bast. ‘The
Palestinian resmtancE as a whole.is already undermining all
authority relations in 'Arab society. Not only the authority of
King Hussein, but that of the governments of Egypt, the US,
the USSR, UN and every other political authority is under-.. :
mined, challenged, and defied -- politically and morally, byit. .
On a far more: significant; social level, children declaring:.
themselves "guerillas", challenge the authority of their par-
ents; pupils -- that’of their teachers; women -- that of themen; .-
and non-religious "pebple «=that of the religious authorities.: S
The entire authority structure in Arab society is eroding as. a -
result of the Palestinian defience. The US has already recog-
nized the potential threat which the Palestinian resistance pre-
sents far away from the locus of the conflict. HenryA. Kis-
singer, Nixon's special’ 4dViser on foreign affairs had the fol =% . =
lowing to say on that matter:’ | 4% ;

"They have the revolutionary momentum -- in fact,

they are the only dynarnic factoz in an otherwise stag-

nant situation -- and public opinion is behind them.

Arab governments have neither momentum nor popular

support. It is not that Arab leaders admire the terror- -

ists -- they are threatened by them. They must accomo-
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date the tmrroriste or oat thvi #5. ° The Washington Fost
has called for ‘'a qew: PP chh tc the Arab terroriste"
and argued that ''it ;.oakes ne more sense to exciude thero
irom consideratione affecting 2 setilement than toexclude
the Vietcong in Vietnam.' (The Jewish Chronicle, London
February 28,1969, p.12.) :

The Palestinians are struggling to liberate themselves .
from a specific type of discrimination and persecution but
cannot succeed in ihis struggle without overcoming all social
discrimination in Arab society. Whether the Palestinian peo-
ple's resistance will tranacend.its nationalism depends on the
conscious struggle of the revolutlonanes within that-move-
ment. If the revolutionaries succeed in that internal struggle -
they will liberate not only the Palestinians from discrimina -
tion, but everybody elee throughout the Middle East. Unlike
Zioniem which has accepted human discrimination:as eternal,
and accomodated itself to it, thue becoming a conszrving force
in human history, the Palestinians were unable to implementa
mere reversal of roles with their dlpcnmmators. Their ori-
ginal aim, to overcome the dlscru'mna.tzon to whica. they are now
subjected, could then be transcended by the aim to overcorne all
social and national discrimination avorywhere in the Middle East,
thus transforming themselves from an object of history into ite
subject. ¥¥%* (This'sraflet bas been reprinted from ISRAC,
May, 1969, pp.10-Il. A subscriprion to ISRAC may be ob-
tained for any donation from the lsraeli Revolutionary Action
Committee Abroad, 219 Putnsy Bridge Road, London SW 15,
Englond.
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