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THE NEN¥ LEFT IK ISRAEKL

Az sxtenalve analysls of Lhe rew left phencsesrnon i 1ts
Israeli context might seem %o demand apeclal justificatlon.
Adoittedly, such 2 dlscusalon centars on the direct politiecal
activity of only several hundred activista, HMany of the relevant
groups and organizations nuaber only tens of membera, and sometlimes
less than that., Moreover, the new left has had nowhere as signl-
ficant an lmpact in Iarasl as it haa had in most of Lhe modern
capltaliat countriess. Even so, anyone aerlously iIntereatod in
radical and orltleal thought wlll fiand some signifloance in the
fact that a set of revolutionary and radical ideals have taken
root and found new advocates in a completely mew scocial setting.
After all, the content of the new left phenomenon Iin Israel, as
elsewhere is a renewal in the effort to apply revolutionary thinking
t0 social reallties., Of gcourse, there have been a =yriad of groups
and groupings which have remained politically sterlile despiie the
leftlest of revolutlonary asplrationa, Even so, the many authentlic
left forces which have had & tremendous infloence in pollitics very
often have an early history barely distingulshable from the other
tiny groups. Therefore, any cluster of saall revclutllomary groups,
bowever unilkely the changes of thelr success bay seel, deserves
attention., It seems prudent to add anolher consideration. All
the groupsa, deapite conatant internal blekering between the:,
reflect a genaral tendency. It is a generation (or some [ractlon,
thereof) In movement, which affords the common base for the varlous
individunl groups. At times, political conditions may unite these
different groups and enable them ito express a certaln unity, thus
creating a sericus Torce capable of detonating a masa political
movement., This decade has witnessed such things.

The Traditlonal Left ang the Six-Day War

Eistorlieally, Mapam (Unlted Workers Pariy) was the strongest
Jorce of the traditiomal left In Israel. The rather serious doubta
as to the sarnestiness of Mapan's opposition rele even when that
party was fTorsally an opposition party (and discoonting the periods
it functloned as the leftl-wing of the governzent coalltion) are
irrelevant. The polnt is that Mzpam, to whatever degree that it
was 2 Tactor of the Israell left Before 1967, lest all seshlences
of its radical character 1ln the wake of the June "67 war. Mapam,
in an earller era, had seriously presented lisell as an alternative .
to the ruling Mapal (Isrnel Workera Party, largest pariy in Israel
since ites foundation) party. Later, even in 1ts capacity asz member
of government coalltiona, Mapam still malntained pretenalons of
seriously influencing adopted policles, of serving as aome sori of
corrective. The concrete expression of the filnal retreat toc the
right was the decision talken by the Eiruhl 1968 partly congress to
approve the initiative taken by the party's 'historical leadership’',
M. ¥aarl and Y. Chazan for negotliatlons with the Labor Party (earller
created by a merger between Mapal and Ahdut Ha'avodah) towards the
astahbl ishsent of the Allgnoent of Isrselil Workera. This step
gAlned the approval of a two-thirds majority over the opposition,
best deslgnated by the ters, Mapan-Left. MNapap-left was sore a
tendency than an ideclogical formation, It had conatituted itsell
over the years by exoressing oppoaltiocn to Max 's entrance into
the various Mapai dooinated govermment coalitions. However, when
Mapam croased i%ts rervisionlist Rublicon, the minority, lacking
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effective leadership or any clezr peraspective, remained on the
whole loyal to the collective declsion. There is no data avail-
able but a good gueesa would be that no more than a tenth cof thoase
who opposed the Allgmment actually left the party.

Azong those who actually cancelled thelr party affiliation
there were tens of actlivists who met to examine the posalibilities
of ecreating a new organization. These activiste were beaet, how-
ever, Ifrom the outsei, by sbharp ldeoclogical and pollitical clashes
touched of by a major political issue; the Soviet lnterventlion in
Czexhoalovakia, The small part of the Mapam-Left which was conasis-
tent enough to brave the politlical wilderness aplit inte two groups.
These difficulties made it easler for many a left-lsaning kibbutz
member to swallow his bitter disappoiniment, to remain in Mapam or
to opt for a quiet replgnation from all political amctivity. Ve
will return later to the politlcal evolution of sevqral scores of
young kibvbutz members whe refused elther to mtay in Mapam or to
atay out of polities.

The Communist Party of Israel (Maki), surprisingly enough,
went through an analogous kind of dewvelopment. In August, 1955
the CPI split right down the middle.* Approximately fifty per
cent of the membership, overwhelmingly Jewish constltuted Maki,
beaded by Bh. Mikunls and M, Bneh. The other fifty per cent of
the pariy, moetly Arab constituted the New Communist List (Rakah),
headed by M. Wilnar and Tewfik Toubi.

Maki, baslng ltself on the summaries of the Soviet party's
twenilieth congressa demanded & mores autonomous poslitlon towards
the Soviet Unlon and aspired to more elastic sirategy and tacties.
After the 1965 spllt, Makl did make serious efforts to ensure the
neutrality of the CPSU fowards the two rlval groups. Later, in
the wake of the June, 1967 war., Makl came out 1n open confronta-
tion against Soviet poligles. Under the momentum of the final
split with the Soviets, Maki adopted what was tantamount to the
official government line on the causes of the war and the sclution
of the conflict. BSneh glorifled the Six-Day War as a direct con-
tinuation of the 1948 War of Independence and Maki expressly de-
clared itself an integral part of the 'national defence front'.
Thls sharp swlng to the center resulted ln three members of the
Central Committes leaving the party in August 1967 after accuslng
the leadership of bhlocking all posslible avenues of rapprochment
with the CP3U. Almost lmmediately. another oppositlon group
formed in the Central Committee. This group accused the leader-
shlip of deserting principled Makl poasitlons 1n regarda to the
Israell-Arab cornflict under the guise of antl-dogmatic freedom of
criticlam. The few mlnority volces were of little avall and the
oversheloingly majority of the partiy guietly made its way back
into the ‘natlonal’ fold.

It is certalinly worth noting that both Mapam and Maki were,
historically-apeaking, ultra-orthodox pro-Scvlet 1n crientation.
The focus of their radical perspectives was directly bound up
with thie orlentation. In the wake of the June, 1967 war, the

*For purposes of elarity the two groupa which emerged from the 1965
aplit will be described as follows: %11 Rakah (¥ew Communist Liat)
headed by Melr Wllner and Teéewfik Toubi; (2) Makl, headed after the
split by Sh. Mikunis and M. Sneh, who passed away in March 1972,

and pressntly led by Y. Teaban and R. Teltlebaum. Singe the aplit
implndad a4 nratraatad TattTe soreaw Flhas wd =t Be ime Elha Eamas WAl d



laast tracee of this Soviet orientatlon was transformed, in Mapam's
case, to & virtual anti-Soviet backlash. In MakiTs case, there
ogeurred a practical dissolutleon of any meaningful l1inks to the
internaticnael communist movemant,

The meccnd half of the CPFI, Raksh (Wilner-Toubl) maintained
a glear pro-Soviet orlentatlon up %o and ineiuding the Six-Day
War, This position was rewarded by she eventual remowval of all
doubte ae to which of the two parties dezserved exclusive recogni-
tion by the CP3U. The 195% split nad seriously iompaired the al-
ready hitheric narrow publle base of the communists in the Jewish
sactor, HRakah whieh ingluded all of fthe Arab activiets (but le=s
than a third of the former Jewish membership) found itself, on the
eve of the Six-Day War, even more than usually isclated, At any
rate, no eglearly discernible political changes oceurred in this
party and tis orgenizational stabllity (or stagnation) matched its
pollitical orthodoxy. There ia some interest in the fact that the
June War 1s described 1n officisal Rakah documents as an outrlight
Iaraell failure, since, according toc this interpretation, the unful-
filled aim of the conspiracy was Lo overthrow the 'progressive Arab
regimes’ 1n the U.A.R. and Syria. This kind of explanatlon, which
mist have somehow paled a Dit during six years of Israeli ogoupa-
tion of wvast atretches of Arab land, does illustrate the gap befween
Rakah and the prevalling mentality of ordinary Israell political
dynamica. Ewvan 30, confinued Sowviet support for the Arab cause
and the lack of any other wviable alternative, has ensured the
absolute supremacy of Rakah as ihe left foree in the Arab sector,

The only factor on the left whlch evaded the fate of outright
ligquidationism (Mapam and Maki)] or ‘structural immobility' in the
Jewlsh sector of Israell politics {Rakah) was & emall, pomparatively
new group founded in 1962, the Israell Scocialist Crganization -
Matzpen.

Matzpen 1s the only group on the Israell left which emerpged
from the S3lx-Day War more than slmply intact. After making the
raesarvatlion that we have entered that area where all numerical
evaluations deal in small numbers, 1t can be sald that Matzpen
grew in terma of membership and periphery. It alsoc becams in-—
creasingly better known as a political group. Matzpen was com-
pletely free of the onus of explaining or Jjustifying Boviet poll-
cies before, during and afier the fighting, It was able to repre-
zernt the new zituation as an exprasslicn of U3, -U.2.5.FB. collusion,
In addition to this, Matzpen could eclalm to have understood the
dyhamic behind the war since 1t had earller devoted much propaganda
agalnst the expanasionist nature of Zioniem and the expropriatlion
of the Falestinlans and it was not imposzible 1o portray theese
aourcas as the force behind new realities.

Before reviewing the ocriging and Lthe developoment aof the
Matzpen group, It 1= 1in order 1o deascribe some more general fea-
tures of the inmedlate post-war pericd., ITsrasl was in a constant
state of euphoria. Having become convringed of a varitable clear
and present dahnger 1o ite existence oo bthe ave of Lhe war, Israeli
society basked 1n the double glory of wictory and salvation. This
secular miracle redounded, with the returm to the Walllng Wall and
the Temple Mount in mystical and relligiouns directlona. Tt was all
Eretz Ylsrael (the Land of Israel) and 1%t was all in the handas o
Israel. More discernlng Israelle ware perturbed about the occupa-
tion but hopefully saw the Israell as an unwilling, shorti-termed
and moat Y1lberal of conguerera. When, in December, 1967 a large
group of Israeli intellectuals and publie flgures, hoplng to remind
the Government and the public, of official governpent pollicy, l.e.,
declared rezdlneszz to retreat from the oceupled territcrles in ax-
change for pesce and Arab recognitlon of Israel, publlshed a call
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entltled "For Becurity and Peace", the modest erlticlsm contained
therein sesmed almoat radical., Israel, of course, became progreas-
ively less interassted in such an exchange. As the yesrs passed the
new reality of & '"Greater Israel' restructured Israell politics.
Ironically, the 'new left' that developed was to bacome a part of
that new atructure,

The Matzpen Origins

Matzpen was established towards the end of 1562 by a small
group which apllt ocut of the Communist Party of Israsl, The back-
ground of the Matzpen split was complex., While atill in the CP,
the zembera of the Matzoen trend presaed for lapicnantaticn of the
de-Stallnizatlon heralded by the CPSU Twentieth Congress, Cirsily
and foremostly, ln inner-party life. The group called on the party
to assimllate the lessons of the Cuban revolutlon, stresslng that
the Cuban CF had gulte cbviously failed to fulflll its role of revo-
lutionary wvanguard. All thelr apprehensions over wldespread bureau-
cratlc conservatlsm In the communlst zovement seemed =more than veri-
fied wlth the lnpomlng information about the split between the CPSU
and the Chinese Comsunist Party. The sad efforts of the party lesd-
a2rafin  to suppress facts known to it congerning the firat stages
af the Uhingse-Boviet split Tired the eritlclem agnlnst distortions
in immer-party democracy.

The Matzpen tendercy, therefore, mounted much of 1ts iritial
criticism of the Makl line from the left. This critigue omn the
party'a conservatlism avolided any reviesion of the basle party tenet
that both Jews and Arabs have the right to national self-determina-
tion in the area previousl designated as Palestine. The trend'-
inltlal adhesicn to the CP's policies on this lsaue may be 1llus-
trated by the fact that twe of its lezding members, A. Orr and M.
Machover had themselves authored & popular expositlon of the CP's
poealtion or the sublect, published under the tlile, "Peace, Pence
and Therse Is Ho Peace". Arfter the group left Maki and comstituted
itself ap the Israsli Scecliallst Organization, the first issues of
its weekly, Matzpen, 4id not guestion the legltimacy of Israsl as
an expression of that right. However, it was only logieail that the
group seask out the concrete loeal polltical expresalon of Maki's
revisionism and conservatism. This search led on to an anslysis
that Maki, 1ln its attempt to maks itself more acceptable 1n the
Jewleh sector, had in fact sbandoned all serious struggle againat
the rullng ideology, Zicnlsm, It is significant that the firsi
political contacts of the Matzpen people, after leaving Makl were
with 2 small set of intellectuals calling themaelves the Semitic
Action group. The Semitlc Action people, many of whom had back-
grounds in the Stern underground, tried to elaborate a2 non-Zionist
approach to the area's problems, but were adamant in denying any
affinity to the left. It was through these links that the Fatzpen
people came to assoclate with Url Avneri. That association, thouph
it ended with mutual recriminations after the electicns of 1965,
proved profitable for both sides. Sometime befors the 1955 slec-
tiona, the Ieraell Parliament passed a partlcularly droconle revi-
slon of the country's 1ibel law with manf of the new law's teesth
ﬂlnurly directed agalnst maverick Avneri's populsr weekly, “"Ha'olam
Ha'zeh". Avner!i decided to run for a parliamentary seat snd 13m
contingent lmounity. Matzpen Jolined his electlon race and were a
very importent, if not decisive, factor in staffing his grass-root
election campelgn apparatus. Ways parted in the first posi-electien
congress of Avnerl's new movement. Matzpen had strengthened its
overall connectlons, and, no leas important, had drawn Iinto 1ts
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the first reactiona ageinst the violent ewing to the right sought

a wide berth, which the Matzpen ideclogy readlly afforded. Wlthout
pretending to have glven an exhaustlve account of its development,

it ig clesr that we have sufficient baals {oc see Matzpen as the

first new left group 1ln Israell polltles. All of 11ts origlnal
membera were comparatively young, Undoubtedly, Matzpen was assla-
ted in what must have been a very hard struggle for survival during
ita firet vears by the firsat echoes of the s2truggle ln France againat
the Algerlan war, itself in many senses one of the flrst battles of
the hew left, The group also hegan to evolve more original contril-
mutions in the politleal and ldeclogicel spheres, As a conclusion

te 1t2 oriticism of Meki for Tsoft-pedalling' lts anti-Zlonism, a
new reevaiuation of Zionism was undertaken. -Thia analyals was cen-
tered on the Jewlsh settler-indigencus Arab interrelation and dynamle
whieh was, surprisingly enough, & rather nevel approacn and stood

in fresh contrast to most Zionist 'histories' whlch deslt either with
the degree of Jewlsh support fer colonizatlon efforts or the rela-
tive success in convincing the colonial ownere of Palestine of the
advantages of recelving a new tenant. Thie analysis sensitlzed
Metzren to the Palestinian problematlec and enabled it to anticlpate
cartaln phases of the confliet in its post-1967 stage. Thosa who
would negate the significance of Matzpen becauese of 1ta 1imited
niober of members eannot properly dlsregard the fact that thers

were any number of now defunct groups whlch had at first split out

of the CPI only to later phase out of political existence. It was

a split to the left, built around = number of young intellectuals
whose firat lmpulse was drawn from the cracking communist monollth.
It stayed in business, It is therefore ihe unchallenged precuraor
of the Iaraeli new lerlt.

The Rlse of Glah

8izh (New Israeli Left) today, 13 unguestionably the largest
of the present new left groups in Israel. HNumbering tens of acti-
vists and hundreds of affillates [there iz no formal membership)
Siah ie of course mimaite in comparlson to the size of the tradi-
tional left formaticna. However, it 1s slmost & giant in relation
to the other new left groups. Therafore, our discusslon of the
new left in Israel will center on 3lah, on the wvarlouwus components
active in the formation of the movement, on the politleal background
which was essentlal to its emergence as a nationally known polltl-
el entity and rinally, the serious problems that beset this move-
ment and the challenges it 1ls stlll %o meet 1f 1t wishes to play
any real role in the reconstitutlon of a serious left movement 1n

Tarael,

The most important constitutent factor in the formatlon of
Siah were yvoung members of Mapam, mainly from Hashomer Hatzalr
kivbutzim, who decided to leave that party after its declslon te
join the Alignment, Many of these actlvlsis were previously assc-
clated with the locssly constituted Mapam-Left, many had been
prominent 1n ithe Israeli section of the Hashomer Hatzalr youth
movement. While there were also a smattering of young people whe
hed left the urban branches of Mapam in the gueat fer a new poll-
£1pn]l movement, it was the kibbutz people who aupplled numerical
atrengtih and politlcal experlence, Trie ax=Mapam component was 1in
meny senses traditionallst, 1n that lts members could feel that
they were continuing along the hisforical path of Mepazm, aban-
doned by the mother-party., On the other hand, the naaty spllit
with Riftin and his group Brit Ha'Smol {the official name of the
Biftin group is Alllance of the Independent Zionlat-Soclallst Left)
certainly ingreased what was already 2 serious ldenlogicel dllemma.
After relecting the llguidationism of the "histaric leadership” of
Mapam, they were in nc mood %o aceept what seemed to them Riftin's
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pro-Sovlet apologetica. They were certainly esphatic about knowing
what they dld not want and wllling to blde thelir time in trying to
determine what they {id want, I{ waa thls group which contributed
the kKibbutz constltuéncy to Siah, and in the eyes of many 1t 1a
thlias conatifuency which glves the Siah lmage a certaln dimension
of deep-rootedness and serlousnesa. Although thls group recognized
the ne¢esslty for & total reexaminatlon of thelr idological founda-
tions = l1ittle, if any, of thelr lconoclasm was directed againat
Zlonism, If iz & reasonable assumpilon thet klbbutz msabership,

in many sensea the epltome of Zlonlst commltment, explalna thila,
ThHe central role of the Kibbutz Artzl people in establishing Sish
and in lending 1t 118 cheracier as an ilndiceficus oDovemeni 1ls be-
yond guestion.

The pecond malor component in the Slah 'wmix' was drawn from
the wave of eriasis ilmmigration that touched Israell shpres during
or close on the heels of the Slz-Day War, Hany of these iomigrants
Joined the Taraeli university scene upon thelir release from mili-
tary or voluntesr seérvice. The promlinence of many activists of
this type smong the developing campus left was, of course, explolted
by opponenta to prove that all the leftisgt slogans were some sort
of contraband. Such a characterlzation ol the student-lmmigrants
1s to say the least, unfalr. Cozling from the same caspuses where
paopls 1lke Cohan-Bendit, Rudl Dutschke and Mark Budd wersa opera-
tlng, the Immigrants were no doubt infiuenced by the ferment of
Europesan and American carpus life, However, 1t is certainly no
leps plgnificant that the overwhelmling =ajorliy of these student
lmmigrants had conscliously rejected and opposed thelr univeraity
colleagues over the Israell iassue and Zlionlist 1ldeoclogy. Many of
these atudent-lmzigrants who transforsed themselves into Israell
campus laftists had occupled-central positions in the Zionist
rloneering youth movements 1n Burope, South America and the U.S.
They had travelled a short road with many & sharp turn. Though
1dentifying with the broad alms of the student left 1n their
countries of origin, they had felt themselves subject to a diffe-
rent destiny., They answered the moral call %o armas of an Israell
l gocliaty under the thrsat of srxtlineftien laplled by the evenis that

led to the ouibreak of the Six-Day War, HMoving into Israeli poll-
tica, they were coafronted with a government of mtionsl-unizy,
in which Menahem Begin, an undisputed fascisti, was occupying an
honorable mlnisterieal post., The Israel for whilch they had been
L willing to sacrifice =0 much had weathered the dangers just fine
and was Dow Dovliog oz to dlgest addiitlonal ftraets of Arab land.
The political resllties as they understocd them contalnsd =any
atark features galling for the glear reply of & new lefi oppoal-
tion, And so, thia grouping of student immigrants supplied much
of the broad mniversity base of the energing Slah groupa oo campus.

A third component, numerdcally much smaller tharn the aforemen-
tioned ones, but worth clting is comprised of a small group of
activists wvho left the CPI (Mikunis-Sneh) in 1969, after having
previously linked-up with the emerging Sliah groups. Without
rejecting the new tendency in thelr perty to severe all allegiances
to the leadership of the CPSU, this small group begin to actlvely
eriticize an emerglng "backlash' which threatened to push the party
into the Isrsell establishment, After mounting an unsuccessful
attack on Sneh's line of "particlpation in the front of national
defenae’ at the party's XVIth Congress in Octcber 1968, the group
eventually left the CPI in November, 1959 and jolned the exerging

Slzah groups.

The aforegoing descriptlon of the maln compenents which con-
"teted 4n S4ahla spargence 1g certainly not exhaustive. Many
o T ==dasawlian lolined
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analyse Silah's sources must of necesslty recognize the deeclsive
lmportance of the groups outllined.

The first organizational steps toward the formatlon of Biah
were rather "claseic' and consisted simply in the esterbllshment of
two discussion groupe which met more or lesa regularly, both in
Tel-Aviv and In Jerusalem, Slignifigantly, the initlal developments
in the two different 'centers' occuarred gulte independently of one
anicther. While, at an early atage the two groups ceme to khnow of
each others existence, and there was some 'commuting', there wes
in no sense any 'grand design' or any central coordlnation guiding
the groupa, Likewise significent is the representation of the
pame three components amongst original partlcipants {(in different
proporticns, of course), in boih clreles, The point is that, in
thelr erigins, both groups were organized in order itc clarify and

izcuss problems, It wae clear to all concerned that the path
which might lead %o cencrete political asetion was long and compli-
cated, and while this goal was mcoted, 11 was in no sense sasumed,
The firat and somewhat sporadlec meefings were held 1n the spring
and summer of 1968; the meetings bescams more regular during the
1558/69 academic vear,

It may seem strange to use the academiz year for a measuramnent,
The reason is qulite simple, The groups were conecentrated in and
arcund the Hebrew Universiiy in Jerusalem &nd the Tel-Aviv Unlver-
sity. Many of the kibbuiz members who were Ilnstrumental in the
succeas of the Tel-Aviwv group were studying at the Tel-fviv Unlver-
sity, with the permlasion and auvpport of thelr kibbutzlm. Indeed,
many of the Tounders of Sish were Ribbutz-member students who felt
the intellectual and moral preasure to articulate thelr deep dlie-
agresment wlth the ecurrent svolution of Mapam,

It can be obserwved that from thelr very beginnings there were
sevreral salleni dlstinetions between the Tel-Aviv group andg 1ts
Jeruysalem counterpart, The kibbutz-member element in Tel-Aviv was
dominant, many of the central aectlvists were loyal members of thelr
kibbutz and movement framework, They had excercised thelr right
to resign from Mapam, & right scarcely recognized by the Elbbutz
Federation, Kibbutz Artzi, or by the individual kibbutz to which they
belonged. They were moving very sicwly &nd carefully. They main-
tained their right to Tree and lndependent political expression,
but were wary of any uncaleulated move whleh would endanger thelr
standing vls-a-vis thelr very homes, To this very day, the Tel-Aviv
branch 1s home-basze for almost all Sizh kibbutz members. Conditicns
permliting they make the trek all the way to Tel-Avliv, sometlmes no
easy thing in terma of travelling time, The Jerusalem group stanted
up end continued malnly as a studeni group, The student-immlgranis
had a greater impect on the compoaltlon and theoretlcal develcopmant
of the Jerusalem group. Boith groups adopted the name Siah, the
Initisla for New Iarael Left, and 2 diounitive in Hebrew for
dislogue, scometlimes durlng the late apring or summer of 1969, The

irst move in the direction of a more formal kind of organlzatlon
found expression in the firat national eonference which took place
in Norember 1969, and in the two lasues of & movement publication,
the first of which appeared in fugust 196%. It is noteworthy that
the first publiec actlon of Biah wea a protest rally marking the
first ammiversary of the Soviet infervention 1n Czechoslovakia,

The ralative organizaticnal emorphousness of Slah in ite
early stages found profound expression 1ln the way the movement
related toe the 1969 elections, Biah was totally lnactlive in fthe
national elections to the Hiestadruth {the Ganeral Feaderatlon of
Israelil Leborers) which took place over the summer of that year.
Later on that fali. many Slah activiasts were 'embroiled' in the
intensive discussions around the esteblishment of the "Peage List"
and the complleated but unsuccessful negoetiations for s united
alate between that List and Uri Avwneri's da'olam Ha'Zeh and Maki.
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'IHnHavar, £1ah never did get around to i{=king 2 movemeant poplllion

on the Enessei electlons. It was well imown that many meabers wers
voting or working for one of the zbhove three llsts. OStrangely
eanough, whiat mipght hoive cceasloned a rather unurﬁr inira-—-sovenen
eonfllet hardly created a ripple and bad little if any affect un
Siah aa an eserging pelitical foree,

ThHe early months of 1970 were extremely rich Iln dramatlic
poliilezl isnues and in active soclisl respense, It was & ssason
for much scul-gearching In Iaraeli soclely and Slah mowved 1n thls
period from the atage of an almost unknown left dlscusaion Torum
to a nationalliy recognized political action gronp., The chaia of
evenis is worth recallins. 1In Feoruary, Ine Jeraszlem 2180 pechd
held thelr firat metlon, an attespt Lo plcket She Jewlah aeiilems!
in Hebron which had starisd out as an unavthcerized pariizan ndven-
ture but later galned forced Eﬂ?ernﬂaﬂtnl approval. a4} the beglin-
ning of April, the Goldman affair "broke". It was revealed that
the govermmant huad squashad an opporiunlty to rend Nabum Goldman,
President of the World Jewlsh Congress, to Cailre for hSigh-lsvel,
i1f non-conmlitial discusslons with Nasser and the Egyptian gevernment.
Since the government's explanailon for its refusal wes based on
eagentlally Torpalistic grcunds, sany Iasrszellis Dagan 1o Jdoubt whal
had seemed to lhem a sacred truth, vis., that the Israell govermmenc
wvas willing to do everything husenly possible for peace. Publile
reactlion brought forih a msss rally in Jerusals:m and a subseguens
violant battle in the atreets with the local police. A few daje
later, Siah launched 2 m2sa protest march to Hebron whileh, alter
having been blocked alcocng the way by the aray, ehded up &5 a stoOrmy
demonstration outside Golda Kelr's residence in Jerusalem. The
Iaraell establishment went almeat frantic when 2 few tens of 12th
grads bigh achool Fouth on the verge of induaction spontanecusly
¥rote to G. Kelr that, In the light of recent disclosures, thay
were not certain that they would be atle {o serve 1ln the army wilhout
doubts and heaitaticns., Gold=san decided to launch a public canpalsn
explaining bis position and attacking sovearnmental Inelasticity.
Underground aagazines beganr circalating in the "bettsr" Israell kigh
schools, The playwripghi, Chanoch Levin, mirrored some of the more
ugly chbauvicistic and Illltlrlﬂtin features of gﬂat—lﬂﬁ? Jaraall
society in 2 stormily received theatrical satire called "Queen of
the Bath". Under pressure of U.S. diplomatie zammeverins, ihs
Israsll govirneent btegan a debate about whether or not 1t would
concent to use the word "withdrawsl™ In any offleial propossls,
And all during thisz tloe Isrsell eaaualtiaa in the wap of atiri-
tion along the Suez Canal wers mountirer. igh was omne of the foreca
that both reflected and desonsirzted a ve“} sad fazet to Tarzell
soclety: deapite the overwhelzing military success of 1967, «espl:.
Inraell sucgeceas ln digesting the terrltorles - the cont j.;u snt Tar
Ifrom over.

Happily, the vagaries of intarmatlonzl Jplomncy favored -
coease-Tlre alons ithe canal in August, 1970C. : 13 outside ihe
scope of thiz z2rtiecle Lo amaliyse Lhe Lackground snd the acvera
1iaitatlicns of that ceass—Lire arrangesent. One Lbing 15 elear:
the confllct bhas been susponced wiibout haﬁlnﬁ bean In any nanas
aplved., Thiaza conflict is oot of tna «¥pe to "slink nw;y' i c=25
pushed Inte sose fteocorary mtate of imanicatecess. AL _.1.1? Fato .
Ieranll socloty =oved Into another phase wiih the eccnelusipnm of
the cease-lire, Slah, whlch Ead congiltated 1tnelf majinly ar &=
anti-militarist and antl-chauvinisi protest movement h;d, ol
necessity, L0 resould itself for a longer and more Glveruificd
pollitical battle. This was and is no simple matier.

Tt Y temteme saskawad a3 pAarty-type nﬂgzﬂi,atlnn was alwa;

Bt ar  thermg wirs
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waa The recognlzed differences of opinlon which were Imown to

exlat among the members of Jlah regarding Zionism. In thlis sense,
Siah was a conscicus attempt to forge a working coalition of Zionists
and non-Zioniats. A nunber of factors facilitated this attempt,
rather novel in Isrsell politics, A1l concernad felt that along
with a reexaningtion of soclalist principles, Zionisa was also in
for a re-evaluation., The peorle froa Hakl were moving awvay from

the anti-Zionist orthodoxy of the comounist sovement and were sen-
sltlve to the dangers of ignoring basic slements in the natlonal
Paychology. However, the post szllent element in this opening was
the trauma stemming from the sight of Mapam's liguidationiam, Even
the most fervent of Zionlsta felt the need Tor a broad resxamination
of thelr ideclogical basis, sensing at least the poasiblility that

the demise of Mapam might not be due so much to abandoning princlples
as to thelir all too conaistent realization. Add to these factors,

an overall gemeral willingness to check-out old trutha and to make

a common effort to forge new ones, The Matzpen experiment was and

is an attemmt to bulld the revolutlonary left around the flag of
anti=Zionism and to draw a revolutlonary perspective around the
Tight for the de-Zionization of Iarael. Much of the Siah expari-
nent depends whether the attespt to recast and sublate the Zlionlat
l1decloglcal 1ssue has an objective chance for succega, To the
cutsider 1t often seecs that the Zionlect approach dictates, ipso
Tfacto, & whole set of corresponding political attitudes, necessarily
subservient to the offlcial mational consensus. There 1s much prac-
Lical evidence to the contrary. On the other hand, many Zionists
assuse that the antl-Zionist approsch oust of necesaltiy lead to the
rejection in principle of the Tarasll matiom-gtate. Once Dore,
things are not quite that simple, The ability to forge a new inte—
grated theoretical approach to the subject and the chances and -
the deairabllity to bridge these sutual doubts and apprehensions

will determine, in no small measure, the future of Slah,

The heterogenecus political and soclological background of
Siah found its most acute expression in the political differences
that emerged between Slah-Jerusalem and the reat of the movement.
Of course, 1t ls necessary to preface any analysls of thease differ-
ences with the observation th=zt none of the Siah groups 1s or pretends
to be monolithic. Cataloging these differences is no sasy task. %
Many of the Jerusalem tendencies may bhave been elther subdued or
exazgerated as a result of the Interraction with Slah 2s a whole.
A mumber of issues are indicative. Froz the begimning, Tel-Aviry
Slah rejected any cooperation with Matzpen as a paint of principle,
stressing the absolute lack of anything in common between the two
organizations, etc. Whlle unwilling to join any permanent allliance
with Matzpen, Jerusalem Siah jJustified the possibility of sporadile
Joint action and actually Joined hands with Matzpen on different
ogecasiona. Even theaes sporadie Joint activities were 2 aocource of
deap nngui:h for many of the non-Jerusalem activists. On the issues
of Zionlem, & greater proportion of non-Zionists concentrated in
Jerusalem, In que:tiﬂnu of tactles, the Jerusalemltes favored more
militant 'direct actlon' methods and openly favored confrontation
with the pollce and other authoritlies as the main form of political
opposticn, while many of the other membera of Siah often considered
such tondwncles as elther chlldlsh or adventurous. In Siah, outside
of Jeruiilem, the pariy principle and electoral polities figured
atrongly 1in broad pollitical persyectivea. One could saxpress these
differances of nu'.lv:rnk in ancther way. Both groups sdopted the
name, laraell Kew Left, but the concept new left had different
isplication for each group. The Tel-Aviv people (and eof course,
the kibbutz meabers) related to the nmew left in a very seneral and
epheseral senner. The link wes aainly spiritual. The freshiéss of - .
approach, the militancy and the youth syndrome, were lll lcciptlhli

up te a poeint. From thenm on the accent was I!rtggl "new lefi' » SAUYE 5
Therefore, the link was & qualified one and, according to -thias e

Interpretation, the Ilzlﬂli adjective is more than a geographic
element und serves to.dlsuancclate tha movemant fram tha anti_Taraall
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tendencles cperative in the new left as a whole, The Jerusalem
menbers saw the new left as a more urgent and relevant problea.
They felt & greater political affinity to the concrete proble
metica of the world'oovement and being in a university environs,
of course, encouraged this disposition, The other Sliah agabers
were more sensitive to the acute differences between the Israell
altuation and its highly specific dynamic on the one band, and ihe
conditions obtaining in the Weat, on the other hand. RQuite a bit
of the internal tenslons and blckeringa centered on the tension
and the problems of coordinatl the activity of the two groups,
T?Hér;gllttiﬂns will in no small measure influence the chances

of Sianh.

1s An Jsragll Left Necessary?

T™e left is Tighting for its "place under the sun" in Israell
soclety. Without need to resort to the atandard fores of ocutright
political persecution and repressicon, Isrsel's rulers have largely
rid themselves of any effective soclal and political opposition
on the left. The traditiomal left has been decimated, Can the
new left move to 11l this vacuum? Of course, there aren't any
hardfast rules which say that a glven soclety Dusat have its
'working' left. Many in Israell scciety are willing to forego
this pleasure. Even sc, there are deep roots in Iaraell acclety
to critical thinking in general and concrete critlelsm of the
regime’s historical path, in particular. Israel, with all its
successes, 1s stlll a long way from the promised land, The con-
guest of Arab lands has only <iminished the chances of unnﬁutrim
Arab enmity. True, Isrzel 1s no longer an “objJect of pity , butl
it is increasingly an object of contempt. The esalitarian ideals,
or "zytha" which dominated Isrsel's earlier years hawve 1
dissolved In an uneasy technocracy which wheels and deals through
the Intracacles of power with an energy more devoted to acltlon
than to direction. The workers really do eak out only a blezk
existence. The poor are Sepharidlec. The Arabs walk atrangers in
thelr own land, There is plenty of work for the left and sirong
social roots to which the new left can attach itself If it 1= wise
enocugh to know that i1t is not the beginning of all wisdom. Israel
with all its area problematics 1s quickly acqulring domestlcally
many of the ugly features of advanced industrial soclety with only
a few of itas advantages.

One of these features 1s the widening gap between the rich
and the poor aznd the ethnic delineation of the socially underpri-
vileged. A proof of the vitallty of the Iaraell new left has been
its links with the local Elack Panther movessnt from 1ta inceptlon.
In sany senses the creationm of the movement 1tselfl can besl be
explained by the operatlon of phenomens Tamlliar froz the Western
urban setting wherein "social deviants' meet and link-up with the
proponents of 'marginal polities'. As a matter of fact, since the
Fanther's emergence they have been the constant objlect of threats
and temptations aimed at scaring them away from the student left,
The Panthers may be weak and still have far to geo in order teo
become a genuine popular force., Carried, at first, on & ERSS wave
of sympathy, but unable to build a stable organization, they have
stil]l sade thelr way to the left, even, perhaps, at the price of
some of thelr spontaneous appeal. However, they have sacaped ihe
trap of right-wing soclal demagoga who hoped to cocopt Lhe Bovement.
Prospects in an alliance with the left are far froz rosy, but this
possibllity proves that the new left does have the potentlal of
soving from 1ts narrov student-intellectual base and bullding
strong asss links,.



1,650 university students in the whole country. Today, the number

is raplidly approaching 50,000, with the student population growing
seven times faster than the overall population, and this in a country
with a population which has almos* quadrupled sinee 1948. One of

the indicators of the potential political role that the students can
play 1in the reestablieshment of the Iaraell left ls the emergence

and inltiel successes of the left in Haifa University. During the
1971-7T2 academic yvear a left coallition called "Yesh", formed of
elmost all the left foreces at the Helfa Unlwversity astounded publlce
opinion {and also themselves) by receiving an absclute majority in
the electlions to the student union, ©Ff course, this kind of strength
was and is dlasproportionate and it 1s neot 1ntended here to describe
the overall strength of the student left in exaggerated terms. The
atudent left was and still remains & declded minority. The campuses
ara far from belng radicelized. However, the campues left 1s conal-
derably stronger than the left in other areas of Israell soclety.
This Ffact iz 1in evidence on all campuses. Halfs, then, #@cre than
rounded off the fact of student left influence.

Much of the lgdealist energy of Israell scclety was always
ehannelled into the kibbutz movement. The chalutz youth movement,
with thelr orientation on transferling city youth lnte agricultural
kibbutz members hae alwayas attracted considerable segments of Israell
youth. Albelt not a mass movement, the chalutz youth has managed
to attract many of the more ideslistic and sensltive youth, It is
possible that ramifications of the deep crisls In klbbutz living
may feed back lnto the plconeering youth movements in Iarael and
weaken consicderably, 1f not entlrely srode thelr abillty to attract
thinking Ieraeli youth, Xibbutz, in additlion to 1ta Intrinsle
value apg Zionist inatrument for settlement and reclamation, was
also to serve youth who wlshed to build a different kKind of life.
Tnls crisls, which takes place on the bachkground of flourishing
economic achievements, 1s in the moral and ethical areas. The
kibtbutz has moved into the "consumer society” with great strides,
¥hile 1t would be foollsh to underestimate the stabillty of kibbutz
soclety as it has developed and taken root in Israell soclety, 1t
would be egually unwlse to disregard the desp psycholeogleal change
in attitudes towards the kibbutz end 1n the way the kibbutz sees
itself. In its present form of flourishing consumption and lde&o-
logical 1mpoverishment, the kibtutz may serve less and leas as &
model for ithose who want to fight and work for a better soclety.

Finally, among the factors whiech faveor the growth of the new
left in Israel, 1t is necessary fto count the repercussion here, 1ln
the country, of politlcal develcpments abroad. ITaraslis travel and
news travele., In this sense, & year or two abread, can often remake
the entire politiecal ocutlock of many a typlcal Ieraell student,

The influence of the left in intellectual and student circles in

the West, despite its ups and downs, still can serve &3 & very
positive example for non-isolationist Israells. The comparative
strength of the'world movement, despite revereals, can 8till inspire
much progress on the Israsll front.

Fragmentation Throupgh Ipport

But, it is not only inspiratien and encouragement that can
come Trom &broad. Matzpen, which had developed serlous interna-
tional connectione before 1967, despenad and widened these links
after the Six-Dey War. Now, various ideologleal trends and shadlngs
-had existed previously in the organization, But the need to maintaln
2 mllitant avowedly anti-Zionist political formation geamed llike &
gemnilne common pollitlcal dencminator, and, 1n Izragli condliticna,
anti~-Zionlem seemed to afford, in itself, a considerable amount cof
political eoghesivenese. The Matzpen people, when they closely
followed the international pelitics of the fragmenting new left
grouplngs, were faced wilth a different plcture. There, abroad,
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Bany groups with almoat identically critical planks against Iaraesl

or Lioniem, had scme very dizgimlilar positlonz on cardinal ideoclo-
glcal issues and were in fact, often enough, locked in aharp factlonal
conflleta. Internal: Matzpen dellberatlions began to be more and more
influenced by full-blown conceptual positions "borrowed" from abroad
and mechanleally copled into the Israell scenea. When many of the
actlviats started having thelr own private and divergent "Interna-
tional”, the unity of the Israeli Socialist Organization - Matzpen,
gulekly eroded.

In the fall of 1970, thaere occurred a three-way eplit 1n the
BEroup. Three almost equzlly strong groups emerged after the split;
1} "Wanguard" - corthodox Trotskylsts, orientated on the French
Lamryrtlats and the Committee for the Re-establishment of the
Fourth International; 2) "Revolutlionary Communist Alliance”,
whlch was composed of the supporters of Maoclst tendencies; 3) the
originel Matzpen people who relected the .deoclogical ultlimatums
of the two aplit-eff groups. However, even the resalning Matzpen
group was far from homogenic. The more moderate Trotakylte element.
orientated on the Secretariat of the Fourth International, left the
reduced Matzpen group in the summer of 1971 accusling 1t of neo-
enarchism, It is Interesting that the menmbers of the originel
Matzpen concentratlon desplte thelr Marxiast orlentatlon relected
the demand issued it from all three opposed tendencles to recog-
nize the urgency of establlshing the democeratlc-centralist party
of the reveolutlonary proletzriat., One can discern certaln additional
practlcal implleations to the ldeclogilcal dispuites. The orthodox
Irotskyltes quite naturally wish to stress work among the Israell
working class, the Maolsta emphanize the special loportance of work
among the Arab population, while the Matzpen people center thelr
agtion among youth and students=. 0Of course, those who split in
the name of crystallized idecloglcal positiona immedlately clalmed
that the constitutlon of a separate group has put them on the "right
path". At any rate, zociolcgieally speaking the scclal composlition
of all groups remalns mlddle class student-intellectual.

Itie Matzpen split seems to have proven that militant anti-Zionism
in itself wae not sufficient to create and sustain a unifled pollitical
force. The practlicel dismemberment of Maztzpen has, at least hitherto
resulted, in the eyes of most observera, in a considerable weakenlng
of the whole movement and of all of its parts. As elsewvhere, here
in Israel, the new left thrust, unsble to present a new, cohesive
and fully worked-out ideclogical zlternative, loses ground %o the
various ©¢ld left trendas. The demand for such an alternative is 1in
iteelfl perfectly natural. Objectively, there are many reasons why
the new left cannot meet such a demand. Thia, of courae, doesn't
always help much when young devoted and impatient mctivists demand
that warm feellng of certalniy seemingly supplied by the "veteran”
schools of revolutlonary thinking. The objectiwve difficultiea in
elaboreting an original anzlysis and corresponding strategy and
tactlics leade to idecloglcal recidivism znd an acute, even ebesurd
and 1llogical fragmentatlon, when considering the clear absence of
any existing mass base. These same pressures and tenslons are also
eperative 1n Siah, where they find, of course, different formas of
axpreszlon,

Sizsh Between The 0ld and New Left

Biah's attempt to malntain and develop an open-ended ildeclogical
framework has had only limlted and indecisive success. Whlle there
is general agreement in the movement on the goal of building a
radical opposition, almost all the practical implications of this
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others, thls very same synthesls has more than proven lts inabllity
to sustaln a consistent revolutionary struggle and could, if given
pride-of-place, redirect the movement back to establishment polities,
fipat 1n form and then in content. Crce more, the traditionslist
approach favors the "party" perspective, even if this neana, practl-
cally speaking, entering a permanent coslitlon with other more or
less uninspiring remnants of the old left. The lnnovatora would
like te preserve, as much as posaible, the spontaneity of the move-
ment and bulld on the successea achleved in the 'protest movement '
atage of Siah's development, but are hardpressed to show how Siah
pan aveld the "slump” that has kit the movement in the West. S0
far, Siah has succeeded in avolding the 1llusion that these kind

of problems have an easy solutlon through the slwmple process of
gplitiing.

of course, the wisdeom, devoticn and willingneas to sacrifice
of the new left activists will determine in no small measure 11
Israell scclety 1s to have a eritical and revolutlonary dimenaion.
But, these subjectlive gualities howsoever important, are of course
secondary to the pelitical lompact of the objective role and for-
tunes of Israeli soclety. While 1t has been true that many aspects
of the historleal process have endowed Israel with the particular,
and often atrldent gualities necessary to survive 1in a hogtile
environs, 1t may be that the capacliy %o suastain and nariurs &
gtrong left may be the supreme test of 1ts zbility to survive in
a normal one,



