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HITLER OR STALIN ?
By DR. CHAIM ZHITLOVSKY

The unexpected turn in England's international politics,
which led to Eden's resignat.on, entails the danger of a con-
flict between Germany and the Soviet Union, if not, indeed,
a world war. Several American newspapers in the West have
already predicted that such a war is imminent, and that it
is merely a question of several months before it occurs.

Naturally we do not believe in auguries, even when
they are announced by the most respected newspapers in
the East.

But the danger of a war between Germany and the
Soviet Union hangs in the air nevertheless, thanks to the
new drift in British politics.

Officially England is supposed to be still striving to
renew the Locarno pact which Germany has renounced.
According to the four great powers of Central and Western
Europe—England, France, Germany, and ltaly—they sol-
emnly take it upon themselves to prevent +Ke_‘shedding
of even a single drop of blood during the next decade.
But it is an open question, as to whether human blood
generally or the human blood which pulsates between Ger-
many's eastern boundary and the Western European coast
is meant.

Just this open door is an invitation to the above-men-
tioned dangerous eventuality. England wants to insure
peace in Central and Western Europe, and in the Mediter-
ranean. Britain seems to feel that this peace has to be
ransomed, as though it were a hostage in the hands of
Hitler and Mussolini. With Mussolini alone, one might
perhaps reach a peaceful understanding, which shall not
contain in it the possibility of a war in the East. But what
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about Mussolini's partner, Hitler?

During the last few years Hitler made two proposals
in his two most important political speeches—both clearly
addressed to England and France. The present master
of the world's peace gives them a choice. In the first
speech he demanded that he be given the Ukraine, in return
for which he will leave the world unmolested. But France
and England (under Eden) replied with an emphatic ""No."
So he put forth his second proposal: If not the Ukraine—
return our German colonies.

Actually Hitler wants quite a number of things: not
only the colonies, but parts of the Soviet Union, Austria, the
German provinces of Czechoslovakia, and a little more for
dessert. (Since this article was written, new developments
have made Hitler virtual master of Austria. —Editor's note.)
But in the meantime he will agree to accept one of two
things: either colonies or expansion in the East. Which of
these is England, under Chamberlain's conservative direc-
tion, ready to grant?

To return the colonies would weaken the British Empire.
To permit Germany to engulf parts of the Soviet Union
would weaken EngLnd's "hereditary enemy,” Russia. It
is therefore clear, which pan of the scale in Chamberlain's
pol.tical calculations is to be tilted.

It is true that France's calculations are entirely dif-
ferent. Chautemp has already declared, in the name of
France, that her pact with the Soviet Union and Czech-
oslovakia will not be relinquished. But the internal situation
in France is an undetermined one. In no other people is
the natural craving for peace as great as in the French.
One should not, therefore, disparage them.  But they
should be considered very carefully.

Should Chamberlain's horse trade with Hitler (of the
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latter relinquishing all claims to the colonies, in return for a
free hand in Eastern Europe) succeed, and should he (Cham-
berlain) say to France: . Accept these terms or go your
own way—there would surely be the danger that popular
feeling among the people would discard the present gov-
ernment which is disposed to be friendly toward the Soviet
Union, and replace it with a government which would accept
the proposal, as long as it is veiled in meaningless phrases
ccn?:;rning the interests of general peace throughout the
world.

At that time a war between Germany and the Soviet
Union would most certainly be imminent.

What shall OUR attitude be in this situation? And by
our" | mean, first of all, our attitude as Jews. Will we
once again become "pro-German," as once upon a t'me,
during the world war?

Even the mere thought of such a thing is hopelessly re-
moved from sanity. "Pro-German?" 'Pro-Hitler?" But re-
member: in these insane times nothing is too insane to be
impossible. Listen to the voices of our press, in regard to
the Soviet Union. Has not, in fact, our press already de-
clared war against the Soviet Union, because of its opposi-
tion to the Stalin regime? Has not Stalin, instead of Hitler,
been declared "public enemy number one?" Not far re-
moved from this is the angry outburst of ""Serves him right!"

And should this anger be modified, our stand might be:
"We are against all wars of aggression. But after all, this
is a war of one dictator pitted against another. Why
should we risk our skins for the triumph of one or the other
despot? Isn't Stalin the same as Hitler?" And the capitalist
element has long ago accepted the notion that a Hitler is
preferable—oh, very preferable—to Stalin.

Such a position on the part of the Jews would be the
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greatest insanity, the greatest betrayal of our people's in-
terests. But our press, through its fanatic blindness, IS

BENDING EVERY EFFORT TO PREPARE THE GROUND

FOR THIS ATTITUDE.

And right now is the time to warn that world politics
is being driven more and more to face the alternative of
either Hitler or Stalin. No other way out is evident. To
remain neutral in this historic conflict is impossible. If we
have the interests of our people at heart, we must at pre-
sent be not only anti-Hitler, but pro-Stalin.

Do not forget: should a war against the Soviet Union
occur, its enemies will undoubtedly include such fraternal
states as Hitler's GERMANY, Rydz-Smigly's POLAND, King
Carol's RUMANIA, and, as an additional portion, overly
humane Japan. And against what nation will this esteemed
combination be pitted? Against a country where anti-
Semitism is officially proscribed; where our people have not
only equal, civil and political rights, but also equal national
rights; where a large territory has been designated for the
establishment of an autonomous Jewish republic; and where
the government is using every means in its power, so that
the Jewish republic may develop as quickly as possible.

We surely cannot blame the Soviet government be-
cause we Jews, twisted out of shape by an ideology of as-
similation, do not avail ourselves, with all the energies at
our disposal, of that provision for an autonomous Jewish
state which the Soviet government has presented (regard-
less of who is at its head—a Lenin, a Stalin or anyone else).
Nor should we lose sight of the fact that the development
of minority rights, for us Jews as well as for other nation-
alities in the country, is due primarily and principally to
Stalin himself.



How can we Jews take the stand that Hitler and Stalin
are cut from the same cloth? If these two historic figures
(and | hope | may be forgiven for mentioning both in the
same breath) were stood up before the entire Jewish people;
if every Jew turned to them with the question: Are you our
friend or foe—what answer could a Jew expect from one or
the other? We may have complaints and criticisms con-
cerning Stalin, accordnig to the dictates of our respective
political allegiances and social status; according to our
general humanitarian morals, in a period of one of the
greatest revolutions in the world. But if a Jew has the in-
terest of his people at heart first of all, he will answer the
question of Are you our friend or foe—without hesitation.
With respect to Stalin, he will say: You belong with the
friends of our people, and we are therefore obligated to
help you in your fight against CUR ENEMIES, who are
YOUR ENEMIES as well.

And this question of Are you our friend or foe, the
Jews should also put to the Jewish press, and to Jewish
public opinion. It is now high time for an honest consider-
ation of whether the Jewish press has the right to prepare
the groundwork (even if it is only in the minds and hearts of
Jews) for the triumph of Hitler over Stalin.

A BETTER ANSWER TO THE JEWISH
QUESTION COULD NOT BE IMAGINED

By DR. CHAIM ZHITLOVSKY

The tenth anniversary of Biro-Bidjan is most certainly
the foremost event in the modern history of the Jewish
people.

The creation of a Jewish autonomous territory in the
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Soviet Union, and the opportunity for a native Jewish re-
public in that country, serves as an example of how the
Jewish question ought to be solved in all countries contain-
ing large populations of Jews.

A state with a concentrated Jewish population, with an
autonomous government, and freedom to work and build a
social and economic life; a state consisting of its own Jewish
towns and cities, a native agrarian economy, and its own
industriesl A settlement where Yiddish is the official lan-
guage of the entire area; a state which does not stifle the
cultures and languages of non-Jewish groups, but gives to
all the opportunity to live and develop their respective na-
tional lives! For this purpose no better answer to the Jewish
problem can be pictured in all the civilized lands throughout
the world, than a Biro-Bidjan.

Such a solution is the surest protection against anti-
Semitism, and against assimilation. It is probably the most
potent prerequisite for national self-preservation, and for
unhampered national growth.

That is why all Jews throughout the world should be
interested in the development of Biro-Bidjan, and see to it
that this growth shall proceed as rapidly and as fully as
possible. Let Biro-Bidjan become, in the next five or ten
years, the true "Promised Land," a true example for all na-
tions and all lands containing large numbers of Jews, of how,
in a humane and fraternal fashion, the long overdue debt
incurred by generations of suffering may be repaid with
justice to the Jews.

(Reprinted from '"Nailebn")
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