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By SAM PEVINER

for permitting the shipment of arms to the Arab rulers sur-

rounding Israel. It called for a halt to this policy. The boys
were mad and their formulation was sharp—at least that was their
feeling. They called for support to the Israeli government—the
“only democratic oasis in the feudal Middle East” is what they
wrote. They called some elements in the State Department “anti-
Israel.”

It was passed and they went home.

These boys were doing their bit as American Zionists. It's great
to be living in a free country where you can express your thoughts.
Nice Zionist district were in—on the ball. So they mused as thei{
went about their business in their real estate offices, stores, sma
plants, doctor’s and lawyer’s offices. y

The hometown paper gave the meeting space the next day.
The resolution was printed verbatim—one of the boys works on
the paper, nice guy—he sees that we get space.

f I \HE resolution was passed. It criticized the State Department

YOU CAN'T DO THAT

The next day a couple of nicely dressed fellows walk into their
offices, stores, plants and homes. Come along, they say in well-
modulated voices. Where to? Come along. You're under arrest.
Hey, what’s this all about? Come along—ever hear of the Mundt-
Nixon Act? Well you're it—you're tagged, buddy.

It was explained to them later as they stood before the federal
judge. It was the Subversive Activities Control Act they were told.
You fellows acted to “effectuate the policies of a foreign govern-
ment.” We acted as American citizens and practiced our constitu-
tional right to criticize our government. Can that stuff—read the
Mundt-Nixon Act]! You fellows attacked the State Department.
You advocated a policy which is being advocated by a foreign
government. Your policies effectuated the policies of the Israeli
government, The Act says you can’t do that. Fined $5,000 and
five years in prison. Next case.

This may very well happen if the Mundt-Nixon Bill is enacted
into law.

The above is an exaggeration because the Mundt-Nixon Bill
is aimed at “Communists,” it may be argued. But is it an exaggera-
tion when we know that the B'nai B'rith (especially its Anti-
Defamation League), the Hadassah, the whole Zionist movement
and yes, all Jews, have been called “Communists” in the Halls of
Congress? And haven't we learned already that all repression
ostensibly directed against “Communists” hits at the civil liberties
of all the people, especially of such groups as the Jewish people,
labor, the Negroes and other groups? And should we not remem-
ber that the mentality that created and advanced the Mundt-Nixon
Bill is from the same anti-Semitic school that attacks even the
conservative Jewish organizations as foreign agents and what not?

The Mundt-Nixon Bill, recently approved by the Senate
Judiciary Committee and tagged with the legend “railroad through
tast before the people wake up,” is, as Congressman Marcantonio
put it, “a legislative blueprint for fascism in America . . . designed
to make the expression of dissenting political views a crime and
to shackle by thought control regulations, millions of Americans
in trade unions, church groups, community, political and veterans’
organizations . . . in a desperate effort to gag the nationwide
demand for peace and the outlawing of the H-bomb.”

Nothing more serious has confronted the American people, and
especially all organizations with the slightest progressive or liberal
tint, than the Mundt-Nixon Bill. Passage of the Bill, declared the
American Civil Liberties Union of Massachusetts, would be “the
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end of freedom” in our country. The Bill, the Bay State ACLU
points out, “sets up a Subversive Activities Control Board of three
members” which “can order an organization to register as a ‘Com-
munist political organization’ (‘having some, but not necessarily all
of the ordinary attributes of a political party’) or a ‘Communist-
front organization.’

“Among the eight factors which the Board shall take into
consideration is the extent to which the organization’s ‘views and
policies do not deviate from those of such foreign government’
(USSR) or any Communist political organization.

“Thus though Sumner Welles and other prominent Americans
opposed the Atlantic Pact, under this bill any organization which
took this position would have run the risk of being classed as a
Communist-front. The same would hold true today for opposition
to the Marshall Plan, to the rehabilitation of German heavy
industry . . . etc. In short, any disagreement with the Subversive
Activities Control Board on foreign policy would put an organiza-
tion in jeopardy. . . . Its domestic policies, likewise, could be
used to destroy almost any dissenting organization if the Board
saw fit. . . . Obviously the bill makes possible the destruction of
innumerable organizations working for social or economic changes.”

NO ONE IS SAFE

There are many more odious and unconstitutional features in
the Bill which are shocking to anyone not spiritually paralyzed by
the present hysteria against all things progressive. It may be un-
believable to some, but here is the thought control measure of the
century, ranking with the most evil legislation of imperialist Japan
and nazi Germany, of recent and unlamented memory.

Every Jewish organization, every organized group of the Amer-
ican people which does not want to see the Constitution of the
United State scrapped must jump into the fray against the Mundt-
Nixon atrocity with all speed and energy possible. Any hesitancy
or withdrawal from this sacred task is a betrayal of American
democracy. Tomorrow, when hordes of G-men come snooping into
organizations and homes to impose the thought control established
by the Mundt-Nixon measure, may be too late. No honest Amer-
ican, no serious socially-minded organization, no advocate of peace
can feel safe if this bi{l is not thrown into the legislative ash can.

We of the JPFO join with all those who, inspired by the
traditions of Jefferson, Lincoln and Roosevelt, are ready to go
all out in the defense of American democracy, regardless of the
high places occupied by those who would like to become the
gauleiters over the people and their organizations. There is no
place in America for Goebbels or Himmler even when you spell it
Mundt-Nixon. Our Congressmen and Senators should be told this
in no uncertain terms.
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N the Summer of last year I visited
many of the Israeli institutions
supported by the JPFO’s Rehabili-
tation and Cultural Fund.

I visited our kindergartens and
saw how the women play “with the
children, teach them singing and
dancing. 1 saw the nourishing meals
the children get and the regular visits
from the doctor.

[ saw hundreds of young workers
of Tel Aviv attending school at night,
enjoying sport and cultural activities
—thanks to our Jewish Young Frater-
nalists.

I received first hand reports of
how new arrivals to Israel, many with
concentration camp scars upon them,
received their first food from the 19
tons of food sent by our Emma
Lazarus Division.

I saw the flowering of established
Kibbutzim and the beginnings of new
collective settlements. 1 was over-

joyed to learn that Agudah Tarbuth
[’Am (Association for Peoples’ Cul-
ture) has helped start a progressive

FEBRUARY-MARCH, 1950

colony of pioneers who live in tents
against the day when their hands will
build permanent abodes.

Perhaps our most vital contribu-
tion to the welfare of the people of
[srael is our support for the Agudah
Tarbuth L’Am (Association for Peo-
ples’ Culture ).

This organization was founded in
the stormy days of the war against
tascism, toward the end of 1942. Its
members felt the need to study and
promote progressive culture, to de-
velop fraternal bonds with Jewish
cultural organizations in other coun-
tries, to reach out to democratic allies
all over the world.

They went without bread in order
to pay the rent for their Agudah
center. They made furniture, built a
stage, painted the walls. They started
a collection of Yiddish and Hebrew
books, exhibited the paintings of pro-
gressive artists, added musical events
to discussions and forums. Their
chorus became widely known through-
out Israel and Europe as the RON
Workers Chorus.

The Women

The Agudah’s woman’s organiza-
tion, called Irgun Noshim Progres-
sivyoth, (Progressive Women’s Or-
ganization) set up kindergartens for
the children of refugees and soldiers
during Israel’s war for independence.
It continued and added to the kinder-
gartens after the war, with JPFO help,
and does a fine job of caring for the
children of low-paid workers and of
helpless immigrants.

[t also campaigns against all forms
of chauvinism and superiority. It
seeks reforms in the religious civil

laws to give women full equality in
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all family matters. It insists that wom-
en receive equal pay for equal work.
It is especially active in the campaign
for free education. In the interests of
Jewish-Arab unity, the Progressive
Women's  Organization maintains
close contact with the democratic
Arab women of Nazareth.
The Youth

The youth section of Agudah set
itselt the task of organizing educa-
tional, sport and cultural activities
for the young men and women in the
cities who, as a rule, work too hard
and earn too little to go to school or
pay for entertainment,

In the summer of 1948, Agudah
tounded a weekly newspaper in Yid-
dish, Frzi Yisrol (Free Israel), “to
stand guard vigilantly over democ-
racy because it is the only road to
true national freedom . . . to strength-
en the ties of our young nation with
our democratic allies all over the
world . . . to defeat the worst enemies
of our independence, and of all free-
dom-loving people, the imperialists...”

The circulation of this newspaper
increased enormously with the influx
of new immigrants who found in Free
Israel a newspaper which spoke for
them iI‘ their own language and ac-
quainted them with their new land
and its progressive movement. I met
with the editorial board and we dis-
cussed how we could help this in-
fluential newspaper appear three
times a week.

Praise for JPFO

In a bulletin published in De-
cember, 1949, the Agudah told the

people of Israel:

“One of the first organizations to
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HATIKVAH — Built with JPFO Help -

for the Care of Israel’s
Children
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Left to right: Shyman Cohen. General Secretary of Agudah; Mrs. Cohen.
Director of Women's Division: Gedaliah Sandler, JPFO.

establish fraternal ties with Agudah
Tarbuth L’Am was the Jewish Peo-
ples Fraternal Order in the United
States. The JPFO sent us significant
sums of money for our activities and
sent Free Israel a Yiddish linotype
machine which made its work much
easier. |

“The Women’s Organization of the
JPFO, the Emma Lazarus Division,
sent 19 tons of various foodstuffs last
winter which enabled us to feed the
children under our care and distribute
food parcels among the new arrivals.

“Thanks to the help of the youth
section of the JPFO, the . Jewish
Young Fraternalists, the first youth
club of Agudah was founded in one
of the poorest sections of Tel Aviv.
Hundreds of young people attend the
club’s evening school, join in its
literary evenings, choruses and sports.
Through this club scores of young
people have been able to lead a
normal, cultural life, to study and
read, to develop the desire for further
education.”

Our Help Needed

Travelling through Israel, meeting
with educators, journalists, commu-
nity leaders, I understood that the

people of Israel will need our help
for years to come. The effects of war

and the threat of war . . . the crush
of immigration and politico-economic
contradictions confront the people on
every hand.

4

The youth and the children, espe-
cially in the cities, do not have any-
where near the facilities they need
for healthy growth, eager as the adults
are to work and sacrifice for them.
The compulsory education law,
passed recently by the Knesseth,
(Parliament) does not go into effect
for three years. Meanwhile, educa-
tion in the cities is costly with tuition
coming to about 80 pounds a year
(about $250), not including books
and other school necessities. Available
statistics indicate that 50% of the
children are withdrawn from elemen-
tary schools before the eighth year.
More free kindergartens and more
free schools are needed.

Wages Are Low

Young workers in the cities and

“ suburbs receive very low wages. They

seek out the hardest work to increase
their earnings and as a result are
often too tired to study in the eve-
nings. The youth among the Olim
(new immigrants) find it hard to ob-
tain work in a new land whose lan-
guage is strange to them. Many have
never had the chance to learn trades
or develop skills — and they need our
help desperately.

The suburban populace is the
poorest. Miserable living conditions
have already produced an alarming
measure of juvenile delinquency while
anti-democratic elements actively seek
to poison the youth with chauvinist

Kibbutz Children

ideas, particularly with respect to the
Arab masses. More progressive youth
clubs.. more facilities for education
and recreation are urgently needed.

It is against this background that
the educational and cultural work of
the JPFO in Israel becomes a signifi-
cant contribution to the democratic
progress and security of Israel.

The JPFO is proud to sustain the
progressive Jewish spirit which re-
claims the desert and stubbornly in-
sists upon an independent and demo-
cratic Israel!

AR

ISRAEL

The Rehabilitation Fund of
the - Jewish People’s Fraternal

Order sent ambulances to Israel,
established kindergartens for or-
phans and children of service-
men, allocated funds for the es-
tablishment of a wing for tuber-
cular children in a hospital in
Jerusalem.
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“TTHEY CAME TO A CITY — WINS HIGH

Luba Eisenberg, A. Hershbein, Goldie Russell

“true and rich”

— HOWARD FAST

It is an ironic fact to have
to state that of all things
being done in New York to-
day, the finest, without ques-
tion, is the off-Broadway per-
formance of J. B. Priestley’s
“They Came To A City —
which is being performed
once a week at the Barbizon
Plaza Theatre, and in Yid-
dish. This is the first appear-
ance in America of Priestley’s
excellent play, but in the
American theatre, as it exists
in the narrow confines of
Broadway and the Cold War,
there was no place for it.

However an off-Broadway
production was undertaken.
The Priestley play was trans-

lated into Yiddish by N.
Buchwald, sensitively and
imaginatively directed by
Paul Mann, and acted by the
Yiddish Theatre Ensemble
players in a most glowing and
inspiring performance.

FEBRUARY-MARCH, 1950
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Yuri Suhl, Paul Mann, Paul Robeson, and Howard Fast
review play script.

The JPFO’s Yiddish Theatre Ensemble began
its sixth season with a triumphant production of
J. B. Priestley’s play, “They Came To A City” at the
Barbizon Plaza Theatre.

Arthur Pollock, Compass drama critic, hailed the
Ensemble as “the best company of actors in Yiddish
in the city.” The acting, he wrote, is “smooth
sensitive . . . eloquent.”

In “They Came To A City,” the Ensemble and its
creative manager, Yuri Suhl, realized one of their
most difficult goals: the presentation in Yiddish of
theatre whose humanity speaks to everyone.

The play will be presented at the Barbizon, 101 W.
58 St.,, New York City, every Sunday afternoon
through March 19th with special evening perform-
ances on March 12, 18 and 19. The play will then be
added to the Ensemble’s permanent repertory.

PRAISE FOR "ENSEMBLE”

Hershbein and Zelda Levine

““tears of joy”’

— PAUL ROBESON

I saw |. B. Priestley’s “They
Came To A City”, It is a fine
play. The cast did a beautiful
job, under fine direction. The
whole impact of the perform-
ance was deeply stirring.

I came away lifted up by
this “experience in common”
of something of what I mean
by a people’s culture — the
players, the audience, and a
play with the vision of a peo-
ple’s future. This was one
time I was unashamed of my

tears — tears of deep satis-
faction and joy.
This kind of theatre we

must also have in this con-
temporary America if all the
truth is to be heard.

I want to thank the ]ewish

Peoples Fraternal Order fer
making this possible.

I hope the play will last
much longer than advertised.
Thousands and thousands of
us should see it.
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By Max Taber knowledge that the most powerful profits from its Jim Crow policy, and
landlord in the world is moving re- understandably the Company is eager
lentlessly to oust them? to sell this “policy” to every city in the |

N any sunny day, the play- Their little boy — he is five years North.
grounds and sidewalks of Stuy- ]q _ seems to take his new world For three years, New Yorkers have
vesant Town teem with chil- {4 granted. The only special emotion increasingly stormed at the bigotry
dren. he seems to inspire in his playmates and prejudice represented by the Jim
Search among the thousands of 1s envy — for his handsome tI'iC}’E]E. Crow walls of Smyvesant Town.
little faces until vou find Hardine : Committees, petitions, mass meetings
Hendrix. 4 Hardine, Sr, 27, a warehouse and City leIl)mil resolutions have di—

worker who studies commercial art
You will know him the moment in his spare time and Raphael, 23, his
you set eyes on him. He is the only attractive wife, say that “it is perfect-
Negro child living and playing in ly natural for us to be living here.”
Stuyvesant Town, the town built bV The Hendrixes seem quiet]y cheer-
Metropolitan Life and subsidized by ful about their future in Stuyvesant
the City of New York—"tor whites Town, even though there is plenty of

nounced the drawing of a color line
around. 24 square blocks in the heart
of Manhattan.

Within the project itself, tenants
trained to believe in equality of op- !
portunity, have felt and said that |
Stuyvesant Town gives democracy the |

only. cause for anxiety. lie in tons of stone and steel. Every |
How does it feel to be the Hen- The Metropolitan Life Insurance tenants’ poll showed that the great |

drixes, one Negro family among 8600 Company has a policy it does not list majority favored the admission of Ne-
.................... white families? —Jim Crow. As a huge landlord and gro families.

How do they stand up to the investor in the South, it draws super- Then, a simple, human act made
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a chink in the wall and the first Negro
family, the Hendrixes, moved in.

Last summer, on a Hudson River

‘boat, Raphael Hendrix told Jesse

Kessler, an organizer in her husband’s
union, Local 65, about the broken
ceilings and rotten walls of her Har-
lem apartment. She told him how
landlords who had vacancies refused
to rent them when they saw her color.

Jesse, whose union has practiced
the principle that Negro and white
can work and live side by side, warm-
ly urged her to move into his apart-

‘ment in Stuyvesant Town.

“My family will be away for the
summer, he said, “just move in.”

The Hendrixes talked it over. Until
four years ago, they had lived in the
deep South. They had seen Jim Crow
at its worst, had no illusions about
Metropolitan Life since its monopoly
is all over the southland. They knew,
if they accepted the Kessler offer, they
would be walking into a Metropolitan
principality where even the police
are on the payroll of the insurance
company.

Then, they looked at their Harlem
apartment, at the lights that wouldn’t
work and at the dangerously exposed
electric wires the landlord wouldn’t
fix. And they talked about the rats
that had so plagued their son that
they had sent him South to stay with
his grandmother until they could find
a decent place to live in.

“That decided us,” said Mrs. Hen-
drix, “the rats and the fact that our
boy was safe with his grandmother
in case anything out of the way should
happen if we moved in.”.

“Let’s take a chance,” she said to
her husband.

Last August 4th, the Hendrixes
moved into Stuyvesant Town as the
rent-free guests of a Jewish family.

“It was like living in a fish bowl,”
Mrs. Hendrix now recalls. Reporters
and photographers recorded the
unique event of a Negro family liv-
ing in Stuyvesant Town. It was front-
page news.

It was also open house for democ-
racy and many dropped in to wish the
Hendrixes welcome. A next door
neighbor, Frances Smith, exclaimed,
“This is swell — this is swell; it gives

FEBRUARY-MARCH, 1950

us a chance to feel like human beings
again.

Even those who had refused to
sign a petition for the admission of
Negro families into Stuyvesant Town
reacted warmly to the fact that a Ne-
gro tamily had actually taken up resi-
dence among them.

There were celebrations outside
of Stuyvesant Town, too. One was
held just outside its walls and the
celebrants were tenants of the slums.
Mrs. Hendrix addressed the smiling
men and women who overflowed the
Hall into the streets and after she
spoke many women pressed around
her and congratulated her upon her
alick.

“Nothing, absolutely nothing made
us feel better than knowing that the
people who have to live in rotten
tenements are glad for us,” she said
afterwards,

The bigots who had sent unsigned
hate notes to the project newspaper
when the admission of Negroes was
broached in its columns picked up
their poison pens again. In all, eight
anonymous notes were received by
the Hendrixes and Kesslers. These
notes were, as was to be expected, not
only anti-Negro but anti-Semitic and
anti-Communist,

“Every one of them,” Raphael
Hendrix said, “followed this pattern.”

The largest absentee landiord in
the world also picked up its pen and
in Town and Village let it be known
that it disapproved of the advent of
the Hendrixes and that it constituted,
in its opinion, a violation of the Kess-
ler lease.

A few weeks later, the giant mo-
nopoly refused the September rent of
the Kesslers.

Meanwhile, Hardine and Raphael
Hendrix had sent South for their son.

Time was up for the Hendrixes in
the four-room apartment at 1 Stuyve-
sant Oval. Jesse’s wife and sons were
returning from vacation and there
would be no room for them.

But another place had been pre-
pared for the Hendrixes in Stuyvesant
Town. A young mathematics profes-
sor who had been dismissed from
CCNY for such activities as his co-
chairmanship of the Town and Village
Committee to End Discrimination in
Stuyvesant Town offered his pleasant
four-room apartment. Dr. Lee Lorch’s

apartment was available because he
had accepted a post with Pennsylva-
nia State College, although he is suing
CCNY for reinstatement.

Meanwhile, the Hendrixes are his
guests and it is expected that the
Metropolitan will refuse his next
month’s rent.

What happens next?

What it Dr. Lorch wins his fight tor
re-instatement and returns to his
apartment?

“We'll find another place for them
in Stuyvesant Town,” says Fred Ze-
serson, an active member of the proj-
ect’s anti-discrimination committee,

“Its a new kind of underground
railroad that is speeding a Negro fam-
ily to its place in the sun,” Fred
thoughtfully observed, “but it's a
shame that in our city, democracy
must be smuggled into Stuyvesant
Town.”

Eventually, the case of the Hendix-
es may become one of the celebrated
court cases of our times. Meanwhile,
there is a realization in the Town and
Village Committee to End Discrimi-
nation in Stuyvesant Town, that the
case must go to the people.

Young Hardine on his tricycle is
of course unaware that the Mayor of
the city tries desperately to talk away
his part in bdrring Negro children
from Stuyvesant Town.

And of course he doesn’t know how
glad people are in Stuyvesant Town
that he came just when they were
finding it hard to explain to them-
selves and their children why they
were living in ‘a lily-white world.

The Kesslers, the Lorches, the
members of the town’s anti-dis-
crimination committee, and its chair-
man, Paul Ross, have done a magnifi-
cent job.

In the large picture, the modest
figures of Raphael and Hardine Hen-
drix may tend to get lost. Dr. Lorch,
while - deprecating his own splendid
contribution, pays just tribute to his
guests.

“Actually what the Hendrixes are
doing is much more courageous than
our action. We are trying to break
down discrimination in the project,
but would have gotten nowhere but
for the splendid, cheerful courage of
the Hendrixes who were willing to
bear the brunt of it all.”

7
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The Changing Negro Community

Negro history and the participa-

tion of the Negro people in the
struggles for a democratic and free
America are still being written by
the Negro community.

THE most important chapters of

Changes and Advances

As a result of unceasing struggles
we can see vast differences in the
Negro communities today compared,
let us say, with twenty years ago.
We see a far more politically con-
scious and active people, organized
.in increasingly greater numbers, fight-
ing to maintain the gains made by
demanding their full rights as Ameri-
cans.

The Negro community is a bul-
wark against a rising American fas-
cism. Any attempt on the part of other
Americans to stop the onslaught of
American reaction, to be successful,
has to recognize this tremendous, pow-
erful ally, the Negro people, and
should strive to build an effective al-
liance of white and Negro Americans,
lest we all perish by the hand of re-
action,

Too often even well-intentioned
democratic-minded white Americans
look upon the Negro community mere-
ly as a subjugated depressed slum
community, as a poor unfortunate
community that should be helped.
They tend to view the Negroes in the
United States as a people solely of
sharecroppers, domestic workers and

unskilled laborers—and their concept

of this important section of the Negro
people is, for the most part, stereo-
typed. That is not a true estimate of
the Negro people. Certainly the op-
pression of the Negro people consti-
tutes a special problem for America
as a whole and systematic discrimina-
tion has imposed upon the Negro
people the worst economic, housing
and health conditions in our country.
But the Negro people and their pro-
gressive white allies have never ac-
cepted these conditions passively. The
Negro community has always resisted
and combatted the walls of oppres-

By
Edward L. Nelson

Executive Secretary
Douglass Lincoln Council, IWO

sion and hate set up to hem it in, has
fought the economic blind alleys and
the social and political strait jaekets
of Jim Crow. The Negro community
is well-schooled in fighting for its
rights.

The Negro community has devel-
oped its institutions and organiza-
tions, its leaders, its publications and
press, its cultural, social and political
forces, which are of course divided
along economic and political lines,
to serve its needs, to further the strug-
gle for full equality, opportunity and

freedom.
Negroes Organized

Building the alliance with the
Negro people is not an abstract or
haphazard process. Progressive white
Americans should recognize the Ne-
gro people’s organizations and insti-
tutions and cooperate with them, pro-
ceed on common issues to build a
coalition with the Negro people.

There are few Negro Americans
who dont belong to some organiza-
tion or institution, church, fraternal,
union, civic or social club, woman’s
organization, athletic association,
youth group or fraternity, or business
group. We should become better ac-
quainted with these organizations
and their work, with the Negro com-
munity as a whole, and find the road
to united action with them.

Of key importance is the increase,
too small as it still is, of skilled Negro
workers. According to the U.S. Census
Bureau, which records the fact in a
classification of male occupations, 4.4
per cent of all employed Negro males
are skilled workers. This represents
the beginning of a tangible group in-
tegrated into American industrial life,
the rights of whom we have to con-
tinue to fight for, hand-in-hand with

the fight for more Negro workers to
enter the ranks of skilled labor.

This gain is the result of the wide-
spread participation of Negroes in
the labor movement which reached
a high peak in the war years. Ac-
curate statistics are not available, but
it is reliably estimated that well over
one million Negroes are members of
unions. The mass participation of
American Negroes in the trade unions
has strengthened the entire labor
movement and has benefitted all
American workers who have won
wage increases and better working
conditions as a result of labor’s
strength. At the same time this fact
makes the Negrﬂ community tﬂday
better prepared to struggle for eco-
nomic survival, not only for the Ne-
gro people but for all Americans. The
widespread participation of Negroes
in the trade union movement is an
accomplishment and a vital factor in

this fight.

Negro Professionals

Against great odds and fierce op-
position Negro doctors, scientists,
educators, lawyers and professionals
of ‘all types have succeeded in break-
ing through the barriers of discrimina-
tion. The number is still far too small,
but we can take pride dn the 129.200
Negro professionals and semi-profes-
sionals, men and women, and pay
tribute to them to the extent that they
are utilizing their professional know-
how to serve the interests of all Negro
Americans and American democracy
as a whole.

Negro business is a product of Jim
Crow conditions and is largely main-
tained by Jim Crow. It represents,
however, a step in the struggle for
equality. It is not our role to condemn
Negro business but to help create the
conditions for the abolition of the
color line in business as in all phases
of American life and to cooperate and
work with all Negro business people
who recognize the role that they as
business people can play in the strug-

(Continued on page 16)

THE JEWISH FRATERNALIST

s —



"The Jewish Fraternalist, Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order Celebrates 20th Anniversary"”, February-March, 1950

Box 5, Folder 9
American Left Ephemera Collection, 1894-2008, AlS.2007.11, Archives Service Center, University of Pittsburgh

The Douglass-Linceln Society of the IWO
was officially established at a Founding
Conference in New York City, February 11-12,
It embraces 42 lodges in, and adjacent to

Negro communities in eleven States with

approximately 3,000 members.

EDWARD L. NELSON
Executive Secretary,

Douglass-Lincoln Society
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The aims of the new Society within the interracial fraternal family

of the IWO are:

1. To enhance and extend the fraternal services of the IWO in the
Negro community based on the needs arising from the social and
economic conditions of the Negro community;

2. To develop a deeper understanding and appreciation of the his-
tory, cultural heritage and contributions to America of the Negro
people;

3. To strengthen the wunity between the Negro people and the
national groups in the United States. v

The organization of the Douglass Lincoln Society provides a medium
through which the Negro members of the IWO can express themselves,
give leadership to the interracial work of the Order as a whole and serve

the special needs of the Negro community.
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By GEORGE STARR
National Director, JPEO

HE IWO was created on the

basis that Jews would be united

with other nationality groups,
and that all would join in bonds of
friendship and fraternalism with our
Negro brothers and sisters.

The aim of achieving interracial
unity within the Order and closer ties
with the Negro people was a theme
which ran throughout the history of
our organization.

The JPFO actively participated in
some of the historic struggles waged
in defense of the Negro people—the
fight to free the Scottsboro Boys, the
campaign in behalf of Angelo Hern-
don, and other similar movements.

It was logical for a progressive Jew-
ish organization such as ours to asso-
ciate itself closely with the Negro
people. We do not have to be taught
the meaning of race superiority the-
ories. Nazi anti-Semitism cost the
Jewish people a toll of six million
dead. That was the price our people
paid for race superiority theories. To
us race supremacy has meant gas
chambers, crematoria, destruction and
devastation.

We have to apply this understand-
ing to “white supremacy” in the
United States and to the system of Jim
Crow and the denial of the rights of
the Negro people.

Anti-Semitism and Jim Crow

This is pre-condition for our own
fight for equality. The pattern of anti-
Semitism is interwoven with the sys-
stem of national oppression of the
Negro.

This is not an abstract connection.
We saw it in Peekskill where fascist
mob violence was carried through to
the accompaniment of anti-Negro slo-
gans and calls to “Kill the Jews.” We
saw it in the mob violence on the
South Side of Chicago around the
home of JPFO member Aaron Bind-
man—where anti-Negro and anti-Jew-
ish violence blended together and
besmirched all of American democ-
racy. The despicable Rankin not only
spouts his venom against the Negro

people but introduces a bill in Con-
gress against the Bnai Brith and calls
for action against the American Jew-
ish Congress.

In Yorkville, in our own New York
City, peddlers of anti-Semitic litera-
ture brag that they “use the swastika
because it is the symbol of purity and
supremacy of the white race—and any
Jew or democracy-lover who does not
like it can go to hell.”

The tie-up is not accidental. To us
it is a life or death problem.

Negro-Jewish Unity

As far back as the days of slavery,
the abolitionist movement included
many Jews. They were present at the
World Anti-Slavery Convention in
1840. They marched with John Brown.
And later the feelings of our people
were expressed by Peretz, the great
Yiddish classicist, in Poland who called
for brotherhood between our peoples.

In recent years the unity between
Negroes and Jews has been growing.
We in the JPFO have in a small meas-
ure contributed to this alliance. We
are determined to make ever bigger
contributions in the future.

Our National Board meeting in No-
vember devoted a special session to
this question, We are now holding
district conventions throughout the
country on this problem. The month
of February has been dedicated as
Negro-Jewish Brotherhood Month.
Our lodges have been equipped with
a specially prepared outline to enable
them to carry through educationals
and special programs. This is only the
beginning. It is a point which will re-
main on our agendas.

Unfortunately, there have been
lapses as far as the JPFO and its mem-
bership are concerned in fully appre-
ciating our relationships with the Ne-
gro people. In some instances we suc-
cumbed to lily white practices. Our
progressive traditions were ignored
on occasions. Things which we be-
lieved impossible in the JPFO-like
the closing of the doors of our Centers
to Negroes—occurred. We failed to
consistently root out prejudice and
white supremacist thinking in our
lodges and our membership. That is

The Need for Negro=Jewish Unity

why our National Board initiated dis-
cussions on this problem and issued
a clarion call to eradicate racism trom
our ranks.

Harlem and Warsaw

We can point to many experiences
where JPFO lodges developed close
relationships with IWO lodges in Ne-
gro communities and with Negro or-
ganizations. For example, Lodge 500
carried through two affairs, together
with Lodge 691. Our brothers and
sisters from Harlem participated in
Lodge 500's commemoration of the
Uprising of the Jews of the Warsaw
Ghetto against the Nazis. In turn, the
members of Lodge 500 participated in
a dance sponsored by Lodge 691.

Another example is the joint broth-
erhood affair conducted by our Mey-
er Levin Youth Club, together with
a Brooklyn NAACP youth group. Our
Emma Lazarus Division conducted
an outstanding brotherhood event in
Buffalo, together with a Negro church.
Our theatrical troupe which presents
concerts throughout the country, for
the first time in our history, presented
Freedom Road, an epic on the Negro
people, to audiences North and South.
These are just a glimpse of some of
the things that we have done in the
past and an omen of many of the
things that we plan.

For Freedom and Dignity

We of the JPFO greet the estab-
lishment of the Douglass-Lincoln So-
ciety, We are sure that through the
new society our Negro brothers and
sisters will make profound contribu-
tions to the work of our Order as a
whole. The new society will help bring
the Negro people and the Jewish peo-
ple closer together.

As the founding society of the Or-
der we are very eager to provide as
much help as possible from the store-
house of our organizational experi-
ences. We also expect to IearnRFrc)m
our brothers and sisters of the Doug-
lass-Lincoln society. Together we will
go forward in common action, in build-
ing fraternalism between the two so-
cieties, and in developing more and
better social relationships between
our members.
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By LEAH NELSON

AST November, 11-year-old Larry
L of Lynn, Mass. was assaulted and
beaten by several boys because
Larry’s last name is Goldstein. His
father was killed in the battle of the
Bulge. “Why,” cried, Larry, “did my
daddy have to diel” Larry’s mother
refused to be silent. Newspapers

throughout the country carried her
protest.

A few weeks ago I visited the
boy's mother, Sylvia Goldstein. She
lives modestly in a residential street
—a deceptively quiet street in a seem-
ingly peaceful American town. Lynn
is an old shoe and leather producing
town. The huge structures of General
Electric dominate the lives of its
100,000 residents. It is a typical Ameri-
can town, and just as typically gnawed
by the cancer of anti-Semitism as any
other community of the U.S.

I asked of the young widow of Pvt.
Morris Goldstein, killed in World
War 11, “How did you feel when your
son Larry first came beaten into your
home?”

Mrs. Goldstein clenched her fists
and replied, “I felt terrific anger.”
There was no hemming and hawing,
no searching for the wary word or the
strategic answer.

“At whom were you angry?” I asked
her.

“At unseen forces!” she answered.
“Not at the hoodlum children. I'm
glad I did not have their names to
punish them.”

FEBRUARY-MARCH, 1950

No Lullaby for Her
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“Why are unseen forces egging
children into hatred?” I further ques-
tioned.

“These forces are moving towards

war, she said, and then went on to
tell me that her mother had experi-
enced similar outrages here in the

U.S. just before the country’s entrance
into World War 1.

Then, tensely' puzzled, she de-
manded, “Why don't our people do
something about it? My son and I are
certainly not the only sufferers. Our
children are constantly being beaten
up.” She then related the story of her
friend’s child. He was attacked by a
gang; twigs were thrust into his nasal
passages and he came home bleeding.
His mother was frantic and desperate,
but refused to do anything about it.

“I just can’t understand!” she re-
peated again. “Why do Jews hush up
their difhiculties?”

Feeling small and alone, her son
Lawrence had desperately wanted to
melt unseen into the hostile commu-
nity. He had asked his mother for
permission to cover up his Hebrew
books when he went to Hebrew school,
so that the ancient and honored “Alef

Beis” would not incite the wrath of
“full-blooded” American Icljddies.

“No!” said his mother, “You will
not cover something of which you
should be proud. You have the right
to be a Jew and to learn Hebrew.”
“You cannot save yourself by denying
what you are!” This was her proud
answer to all the half-hearted, the
compromisers — those who would bow
their heads and accept prejudice.

I told her that I was a representa-
tive from the Emma Lazarus Division

Sylvia Goldstein and Son

of the Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order,
and that we were striving for rehabil-
itation of European Jewry, while also
fighting anti-Semitism at home.

We read in the newspapers that
Mrs. Goldstein has received a flood of
mail. The implication is that all these
letters are sympathetic and congratu-
latory, and that her case is an isolated
one. Mrs. Goldstein said that for every
friendly and sympathetic letter she re-
ceived, there was one to insult and
threaten her and her son. These so-
called “crackpot” letters reveal the
deep-rooted and widespread anti-
Semitism in the U.S. To dismiss them
as coming from lunatics is misleading
and dangerous. One letter addressed
to the little Jewish war orphan was
read to us by Mrs. Goldstein:

“T will tell you,” it said, “why you
were beaten up. The Jews are grasp-
ing, cheating and lying indiﬁduaﬁ.
The summer resorts and the exclusive
communities are being ruined by Jews
crowding into them.” It went on to
rail at the “thick-skinned” Jew and to
predlc:t further beahngs and ‘pn—
groms in the U.S. "Our country is
ruined by the Jews,” Walled this great
American patriot.

All this has an old familiar stench.
Let us not pause to speak of Hitler
again. But the bodies of the six mil-
lion Jews cry out to us to remember
and to learn a fighting lesson. These
“crackpot” sentiments are not isolated
lunacy. There are organized and well-
financed anti-Semitic organizations
in the U.S., from whose fountain-
heads this poison flows. It is the task
of American Jews to refuse to be be-
fuddled and lulled into complacency
about the dementia or the harmless-
ness of “isolated crackpots.”

| 8
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Personality Sketeh of
the Seagate Chapter

There is a small. rounded stretch of beach
and community at the very outer edge of
Coney Island called Sea Gate. This “Gate”
literally encloses a middle-class community.
One soon becomes aware that here live peo-
ple, Jewish in the main, who would be con-
tent to leave the rumbling world outside

T ). "— -——--nm—-——-_-r

v R RRRAR00000 i their privately policed wall. Yet the echoes |
._1:;1;:;:;.-.-55_25_:1_*. :':':':':‘:':":':'"""':". By JEFNNIE TRUCHMAN Gf a rl”.”]}h‘ I_]{_-I? ;Il'l_llﬂblf_ﬂg ﬂ']d “FDT].{I have I]T
penetrated this seemingly apathetic enclo-
sure to pierce the conscience of a group ﬂ

With the Chapiers
-TQHS RIVER, New Jersey, is. a small

community without “big cily” agita-
tion. j.r"{:t world events are so Ll}'ll.‘.—lll]i{:._.
communities are stirred to action no matter
the size. Just think, over 100 guests appeared
there to celebrate the centenary of Emma
Lazarus with June Gordon as speaker.
& i3 L]
The Jersey Observer described in detail
a Chanukah party for children held by our
Jersey City chapter. The absent guest of
honor was an adopted war orphan living
in our Home in Andresy, France. Our Jersey
friends seem very modest when it comes
to a write-up. I have had to glean their
names from the clipping. Here are a few
of the good workers: Hilda Freedman, presi-
dent; Sisters Feith, Lewantman, Living-
stone, Zelnick and Monbheit.
o o Q
The Bensonhurst Chapter has one pet
responsibility which they carry through with
unbelievable warmth and loyalty. Since their
adoption of a “son” in our Home in France
there has been a steady stream of gifts and
letters across the Atlantic. This son, George,
writes his “god-mothers” regularly in such
fashion as would convince the most callous
how necessary it is for us to maintain’ this
Home, to “adopt” these children, to give
them a sense of belonging. Much thanks
goes to Sister Sara Ring who corresponds
with George in French.
2] o e
Buffalo saw a splendid Brotherhood Rally
held jointly by our Division and a Commit-
tee to Combat Discrimination. Over 125 Ne-
gro and white visitors came. Six new mem-
bers joined us.

o L <
-

Bronx District has just completed a very
fine Lieadership Training Class. This District
still ranks highest in its classes and general
cultural work.

@ o o

Brooklyn, too, has completed a Leadership
Training Class. Over 300 came to a Bro-
therhood Rally held jointly with the lodges.
Mrs. Eslanda Robeson reported on her re-
cent visit to Europe and China.

w 8 ° 2

From an outpouring of reports from Los
Angeles I have to give but the barest pic-
ture of really good work. Our Far West Dis-
trict is conscientious about selling literature.
There is planning of cultural work, and Sonia
Airoff, the cultural director, deserves thanks
for her good organization in this work.

12

Sarah Berman of Chapter 704 describes
a series of educationals around book re-
views, Chanukah and Purim parties. She
ends her report with warmth: “"Our sisters

are most appreciative and eager to learn.”
o a o

Los Angeles puts out a most beautiful pro-
fessional looking quarterly bulletin, thanks
to its editor, Mildred Simon, and her co-
workers,

i =] L7

Regina Cutler of Chapter 51 tells of the
emphasis they put on self-education. They
sold lots of literature and 1 noticed 100
Song Books were listed too! Good! Songs
always help the work. “We worked on legis-
lative issues, standing with tables mnear
markets, collecting signatures against anti-
Semitism, racial discrimination, child-care
centers. . . .

They have worked out a fine system
of cooperating with the shule teacher in
various ways.

o L+ o

Gertrude Friedland of Chapter 7 makes
an important point in the broad variety of
subjects they take for their educationals.
They have a library for their members.

& s (-]

Frieda King of 251 writes: “I am happy
to report that we have carried out a fine
cultural program touching on many current
events.” They encourage sisters to conduct
their own educationals.

=] i o

Rose Lipton’s report of Chapter 250 lists
20 lectures during 1949 not counting a
number of discussions led by sisters them-
selves.
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May 20th is our 20th
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

in
MADISON SQUARE
GARDEN
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of women whom we can now call our sis-
ters.

Even though this chapter is but 3 weeks
old they already have 35 new members!

It was 10 above Zero when I visited
them. Their warm spirit soon melted me.
When I asked President Sonia Teichner how
she managed to do such a remarkable job,
her always smiling face turned serious.
“I thought it would be very difficult. There
are so many Jewish organizations here. But
I realized none was progressive. After sev-
eral talks with Leah Nelson I said, “Well,
let’s try. What can we lose? The very first
meeting we had 11 women.

I soon discovered a wit of wits in Sylvia
Sharfin who is the Cnrrespﬂﬂdence Secre-
tary. She keeps the spark of gaiety running
throughout the meeting.

Blonde, boyish, alert Betty Pochrose,
their Financial Secretary, came next. “The
part of the program 1 care for most is cul-
ture. I am interested in learning. 1 want
to know more about Jewish culture and
world events.”

Anne Mankoff is Cultural Director. She
is a young, soft-spoken, impressively digni-
fied woman who smiles easily.

She too felt strongly about our cultural
program and jestingly commented that her
reading habits are changing to include her
“first good piece of literature in a long
while, The Jewish Fraternalist.” She felt
that the “Jewish community was left wide-
open and unarmed without a progressive
Jewish organization.” She is working on the
first important project—a shelf of books for
the local public library.

And then Mollie Metzger spoke. Even
though her tones are soft and velvety, her
high-pitched feelings and strong words cor-
respond to the times we live in. “The past
few years I spent in isolation from the world
didn’t make me happy. Since I came back
I've found a strange new program, a fight-
ing Jewish woman’s organization, a rich
cultural life to be proud of. I had begun
to feel that we were a little too late in Sea
Gate. But we are not late! We just weren't
there to do the job for a while. We will
now go places. We may get other Jewish
organizations closer to us if we really work.”
I would have liked to have met Mollie Pol-
lock, Gloria Rudes, Jennie Lerner, all good
recruiters and workers. It is worth men-
tioning the happy fact that Sonia Teichner
collected $25 from a friend and Mollie
Metzger $15 from Italian women workers
in her shop for striking miners relief.

THE JEWISH FRATERNALIST
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Building the JPFO in the Bronx

The brother and sister team of BOB
DIAMOND and MRS. PEARL COHEN
led the recruiting drive of 1949 and
is on its way to recruiting laurels in
1950. Bob is the new co-chairman of
the Bronx JPFO. Pearl is financial
secretary of Lodge 356.

Top man in Bronx English-speaking
lodges is THEODORE ADLER of
Lodge 489 who recruited 22 members
by March lst. Teddy is membership
director of his lodge and has been
one of the most consistent builders of
the Order for years.

SOPHIE EPSTEIN leads the way in
Lodge 600 membership drive. She
has recruited enough members
through the years to form whole new
lodges.

DRIVE STANDING

Bronx English-Speaking Lodges
RECORD AS OF MARCH 1, 1950

Recruited

FEBRUARY-MARCH, 1950

Honored at convention. These JPFO builders received a gold lapel pin
at the Bronx County Conention on February 3rd for recruiting five or more
members to the JPFO. (Seated left to right) Sopie Epstein (600), A. Spivack
(145), Harry Feinstein (49), Sonia Savransky (49), Morris Bilander (132), A.
Itzkavitz (127), Sol Haselnuss (132). (Standing. left to right) A. Maymudes

(county executive scecretary), Bob Diamond (county

co-chairman), Nathan

Schneider (vice-chairman), Sam Werber (746), Isidore Rosenblatt (277),
Joseph Mamudes (302), Sam Pevzner (county secretary) and his son, Michael

(future builder).

New JPFO Lodge

The Bronx family of English-speak-
ing lodges has been enriched by a
new lodge in the Parkchester area.
Lodge 376 was set up under the guid-
ing hand of Bob Diamond, county
co-chairman, An enthusiastic and effi-
cient steering committee of Order
members and friends living in Park-
chester and vicinity was mainly re-
sponsible for the rapid progress in
establishing the Order in this impor-
tant Jewish community.

BRONX BAZAAR

The JPFO bazaar at the Bronx
County Center, 1723 Boston Rd,,
April 27 through April 30, will be a
combined operation, involving all
English-speaking lodges of the bor-
ough. Proceeds will go to the Order’s

Jewish schools for Bronx children.

This is the first all-Bronx project
of the English-speaking lodges. The
spirited team work already in evi-
dence should make it a bazaar to out-
do all bazaars.

How Bronx Helped Miners
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Mr. George Starr
Associate Editor

The Jewish Fraternalist
Dear Brother:

In your column of November-December
issue of the Jewish Fraternalist you quote
a Rebecca Steinberg as saying that the
Ridgefield Resort is a “real Shangri-La, a
dream for workers—tired—young and old.”

I, as a member of the JPFO and also
a worker, cannot agree with this statement.
As it appears to me, Ridgefield Resort is a
“Shangri-La” for a small businessmen’s
group that have made little fortunes out of
World War II and come there in their
glistening automobiles to outdo one another
with their spending and tipping, which the
average worker for whom this resort is pri-
marily intended, cannot afford because of
high prices and tipping.

As to tipping, I am certain that the ma-
jority of JPFO worker-members will agree
with me that it is very ugly and demoraliz-
ing to the employees in general but particu-
larly so in a JPFO institution and should
be prohibited and completely abolished.

Ridgefield

I particularly anticipate the resentment
and discouraging effect it will have on the
inmates when the Ridgefield Resort will be
turned into an old age home for the JPFO
members.

Kindly refer this letter to the Ridgefield
Resort Committee.

With kindest regards, I am,

Fraternally yours,
(signed) ISAAC JOFFE
Member, Lodge 521
P.S. 1 expect this letter to be given the
same consideration as Rebecca Steinbergs.

Because of the serious nature of the crit-
icisms raised in the letter printed above
concerning our Ridgefield Resort, we are
printing it in full with the answer by Brother
Sol Vail, Chairman of the Ridgefield Home
Committee, which Committee, together with
Brother Harry Schiller, Manager, guides the
policies of the Resort.

14

Dear Brother Joffe: |

The members of the Ridgefield Commit-
tee sympathize with the purpose of your
criticism and had discussed these problems
before. However, their solution is not so sim-
ple. We urge you and all our members to
consider the following facts very objectively.

1. Our Ridgefield Resort offers our mem-
bers the very best in accommodations, ser-
vice, and food at prices which are below
most resorts.

9. Tipping is an unfortunate but ac-
cepted procedure in the great majority of
resorts. The experienced workers required
for these jobs insist on tips or a wz:.ﬁe
which would adequately compensate for the
loss of tips. In order to increase the pay,
we would be forced to increase the price.
You may argue that ultimately the guest
must pay anyway. But the amount of tips
vary with the financial ability of the guest
while the elimination of tips and the follow-
ing increase in prices to guests would be
equally distributed to all on a mandatory
basis.

We must always keep in mind that the
function of the Resort is to maintain and
improve the property until our coming Na-
tional Convention (1951) will decide to
open the Home in accordance with the deci-
sions of our last Convention. The procedures
in the Resort have mothing to do with the
procedures in our future Home,

No member who has seen Ridgefield, will
deny the desirability of that estate as a
Home for our members, nor will he deny
the tremendous value we received for the
money spent. To leave this property idle un-
til the coming Convention makes the nec-
essary decisions would be a considerable
expense to our Fund.

We make no pretense that we can solve
all the economic ills of our society. It is
impossible to reduce the rates of the Ridge-
ficld Resort to meet the budget of the
lowest paid workers. However, it does give
many of our members the opportunity of
having an unusual vacation at comparatively
very low rates. At the same time, by taking
these vacations, they contribute to the
maintenance and improvement of our prop-
erty for our future Home.

I am sure that you will agree, Brother
Joffe: your reference to the glistening auto-
mobiles and World War II fortunes is a
hasty remark, not fitting in our progressive
fraternal organization. The members of our
organization contributed to the war effort
in every conceivable way, equal to any and
exceeding most other representative mem-
bership organizations.

We do not discriminate against those
business people or professionals who join
our Order. We welcome them as brothers

assisting our program for peace and greater
democracy in this world. It would be logical
that you aim your fire at the real profiteers,
the monopolists, whose interest in the war
effort was measured by their profits. Your
target of small businessmen and particu-
larly the JPFO members, only lends grist
to their mill.

Let us assure you again that based on
our continuing experience, the Committee
will do its utmost to keep the rates for
vacations at the lowest possible scale and
make all possible improvements in the in-
terests of our Order.

Fraternally,
SOL VAIL

Lodgically Speaking

464, 485 and 496 may be just numbers
to you but to me they are lodges in South
Philadelphia, Wynnefield and Logan. I had
an opportunity to visit these lodges on a
recent trip to the city of Brotherly Love. I
saw for myself how deep-rooted the de-
sires of our membership are to build the
Order on the occasion of its 20th Anniver-
sary. When it comes to a final accounting
in the membership drive, the aforementioned
lodges will guarantee that Philadelphia will
be on top.

. R 0

The eyes of the entire JPFO are cen-
tered on Benjamin Nones Lodge 795 in
Brooklyn. They have undertaken the big-
gest lodge quota in the membership cam-
paign. According to Phil Mishkin, its Mem-
bership Director, the lodge will recruit 300
—that’s right, 300—new members. Even
Sadie Doroshkin couldn’t complain that this
quota is too low. Incidentally, does New
York Lodge 500, the largest lodge in the
Order, have any -comment?

- & -

Here's a few examples of how some of
our lodges commemorated Negro-Jewish
Brotherhood Month at their February meet-
ings. Edward N. Berg Lodge 482 (Washing-
ton, D. C.) presented a “Cavalcade of Ne-
gro History”—a program of song and drama.
South Shore Lodge 487 (Chicago) held a
symposium on “Racism in Chicago.” Lin-
coln Steffens Lodge 500 (New York) had
as its feature a lecture on “The Proud His-
tory of the Negro People.”

Wherever we met, regardless of the type
of affair arranged, the pledge reiterated
at every JPFO meeting was that we will
practice brotherhood not one month, but
every single day of every year.

; o o o

Congratulations to Rugby Lodge 478
(Brooklyn) for its attractive lodge bulletin,
The Rugby Reporter . . . Burnside Lodge
489 (Bronx) has gone in for “Accent on
Youth”—square dancing at every lodge meet-
ing. . . . Anne and Jack Levine, one of the
hardest working husband and wife teams
in the JPFO, were given a well-deserved
testimonial by Newark Lodge 507. . . .
Everybody in Brighton Beach seemed to be
present at the annual affair of Lodge 615
(Brooklyn). . . . Rego Park Lodge 818, Long
Island, went Broadway en masse to a
theater party of the famous Sean O’Casey
play, “The Plough and the Stars.”

THE JEWISH FRATERNALIST
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j : f': . :'- Dance e Drama
Song

Skillfully Spun

By Philly’s JYFers

f' o Sets Stage

For Coming Cultural

| . Festival
| g . £ and Whirlwind
. | E . Masibarlin Dive
j | .
.*".
THE PHILADELPHIA (JYF) STORY
, ® The New Century Auditorium was well filled February 3rd, when
| Philadelphia Jewish Young Fraternalists presented a full evening’s program
| of drama, dance and song.
'f- Iwo one-act plays, one in Yiddish'and one in English, were superbly
._. done under the direction of Moish Molotnick and Alfrieda Mahler. The
i Dance Group turned in professional performances of Jewish and Israeli
E dances, and the Chorus led by conductor Mendy Shaln roused the audience,
i which joined in the concluding Youth March. Marx Wartofsky, ]YF Presi-
5 dent, greeted the Philadelphians.
® : Philly has proved to itself, and to all of us, that a live activities program
is the key to building JYF. They've already set for a joint Cultural Festival
: with the other IWO youth groups in Philly.
i
|
'f{
i
[
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CHANGING NEGRO .
COMMUNITY
(Continued from page 8)
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gle to bring about democracy and
equality.

With the worsening of economic
conditions in our country many of
the hard-won gains of the Negro peo-
ple are in peril. The Negro com-
munity always feels the blows of
economic disaster first and hardest.
Today Negro workers account for an
alarmingly high proportion of the un-
employed. The positions won by Ne-
gro workers in a number of industries
during the war are today being wiped
out. The old slogan that Negroes are
last hired and first fired has to be
changed in the interests of labor and
the people as a whole. Progressive
trade unionists, Negro and white, have
already begun the important struggle
not only for the upgrading of Negro
workers but for adjusted seniority,
which is the only practical answer to
the generations of discrimination. We
can be proud that the IWO contract
with its UOPWA staff was among the
first and most comprehensive exam-
ples of adjusted seniority.

In the light of the changed con-
ditions in the Negro community and
American life as a whole, democratic-
minded Americans should strive to
build a stronger coalition with the
Negro lest we all perish.

RAY LEV

HARMONY FOR MANKIND. Daughter of Rabbi Moses
Lev, Ray Lev (Lodge 572) won the coveted New York Phil-
harmonic-Symphony Society scholarship in her teens and
went on fo play for kings and queens, President and Mrs.
Roosevelt, workers and farmers. Her 22 concerts at Carnegie
Hall were played to "standing room only." Frequently ap-

pearing with Paul Robeson in joint recitals, Miss Lev points
out, "'the piano has black keys and white and you need them
all to create harmonious music.”
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20th ANNIVERSARY CAMPAIGN* 20th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION — MAY 20
0 LODGE HONOR ﬁoﬂ_ New Madison Square Garden

Lodge District Members
615 BYOORMI v oa s iin s o ap ao simaimei s v don o v i 45

443 LR ADGRIEE J/iidih on v dls b Giols oo b Saa%0n ooy 38 |
817 BROGEISIL 2. 85 b b R S TR S A R T A2 28
795 BROOKIPIL. o aiaiciot acaioraiorn stmipisiniore e usiisiisre s oYeistors 23
860 S T D I S i Sl A L S S L 23 |
484 GRICARO £ s oo v 's s 5% e etsaralein sie & do/s s o .9 ahasnra 20
489 R S R A i A R 20
514 BOOKIYIL ¢ oiveivte s i vl wibisatleis o9 o010 00515 0 wias 20
746 BIOOE Sl o6 Selsinisn Rl e bl o ek et 20

NEW MEMBERS RECRUITED"

District Total .
e e B T oy e e L e R iy 262
MABIAOHAT. & o v vivioisine e smmenbioms s oin.s e R L T R (C
BIPOORITIE & oc'a <0 o 5o ronsi o a0 i) ol w40 918 e o e 9 TR0 3188 311
CMIBRDB cs o'y 555003 0w 0 Hiax sniors aid sis sacs e as ne oisse e sseppas 26
I N s aia ot o s e s o RTa Fa st 08 Fa o 19 Ca i T 0 R a6 6 142 |
B T e A S e D e PR A AL 81
PRUSBBIONIE. © 00 s o vaieisioalosinie &5 amlsio s ss sawmss oniafs sss 16
e R N S R T S e 30 |
Massnehusetls . ... ow oo disia v sa oo vane s PR S
et . tin oty o TS (R S S (S g s Pt e iR
Cleveland ......... R S | | I, S 1
BT g LA L e Ll T eSO s RO v Y} <, ™ P 3
PHESDUIER s o' 2« o oa cletaiaio sinis s issiarais mmia siasin v el s s ominee ; é
b. -

Miscellaneous ......ccccceeuss T Ry A TR PR, e
® Applications received in the National Office through Fe

24, 1950.
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