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The Fighting in Palestine

HE bloody clashes in Palestine be-

come more and more violent. The
country is in a state of war. Barbed
wire separates Palestine from Syria and
Trans-Jordan. Communications between
many towns and villages are discontin-
ved. In Jerusalem, Haifa and Jaffa
street fights, often lasting for days, con-
tinue to flare up. The fighting has long
burst open the framework of mecre local
disturbances between the domiciled pop-
ulation and the British colonial troops.
The hand of German fascism is in the
game. The fights are being dramatically
parcelled out by the propaganda of
Goebbels, while German agents are ac-
tive on the spot as ‘“advisers and in-
structors.” .

In September, 1938, one hundred
Arabs took part in the organization of
the Nuremberg anniversary of the Nazi
Party. In order that it could play the
part of protector to pan-Islam, German
fascism put these people up as represen-
tatives of the Arabian countries. It al-
lows no opportunity to slip of emphasiz-
ing that the struggle of the Arabs has
aroused the support of Germany and that
Germany’s sympathies are on the side of
the Arabs. The agents of German fascism
are everywere forming links destined to
mzke possible 2 wide pan-Arabian and
ran-Islamic movement. Characteristic of
this is a declaration by Mohammedans in
India, which was circulated by the Ger-
man press and German news agencies,
and which constitutes a link in the chain
¢t pan-Islamic efforts under German pat-
ronage.

With this kind of activity, German
Izscisma is pursuing its own aims., The
~r2bs are mere pawns in its game. This
iz well in iine with the general a:titude
5I Zzscism which supports one side in the

Zrzzt wers Ior freedom that are being
cut 2t this moment by the peoples

of Spain and China. The same German
press, which hypocritically protests in
the name of “humanity” against the de-
struction of Arab villages in Palestine,
extols the devastation that is being
wrought in Spain by German and Italian
aviators and soldiers. The same Ger-
man press, in whose columns the
least utterance from the reactionary
Islam side is exaggerated beyond all
measure and converted into an affair of
universal importance, preserves a sys-
tematic and completely dead silence
about what is being said and done in
India, in the Malay Archipelago and in
other Eastern countries on behalf of the
Chinese struggle for freedom against the
Japanese intruders.

The fascist propaganda headquarters
in Berlin is providing suitable forces
for undermining activity among the
Arabs and Mohammedans. For a
year Schwarz van Berk, chief editor of
the Angriff, has been traveling in Egypt,
Palestine and the neighboring countries;
Siebrurg, correspondent of the Frank-
furter Zeitung in France, has reconnoit-
ered in Tunis, Algiers and Syria. Ac-
cording to communications received from
the press in Syria, the German news-
paper correspondents “working” in Syria,
Iraq, Egypt and Palestine recently held a
conference with a view to corcentrating
the entire activity of these correspondents
in the Arabian countries. At the confer-
ence, the propaganda mecthods to be used
by German fascists in Arabian countries
were discussed. The chief of the Prop-
aganda Ministry, Gocbbels, pays out
monthly £3,000 towards the upkcep of
correspondents in Egypt, and this ma-
chinery is simultaneously engaged in es-
pionage.

The German and Italian fascist agents
in Palestine, who are exploiting: F
utreost the artagonism between Juows
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and Arabs, produced artifieially by
British imperialism, are striving to in-
tensify this national hate between the
two. They seek their lieutenants among
the native shieks and feudal chiefs; but
principally among those Arabs who were
formerly agents of British imperialism.

Max Griin, one of the German faseist
professors, delivered in Rome a lecture,
in which he made the following state-
ment about the Palestine question among
other matters:

“With the help of the Arabs, Italy can
easily destroy the Mosul-Haifa petro-
leum pipeline and thereby deprive
the English Mediterrancan Fleet of jts
fuel.” That is the practical explana-
tion of the sentences in the Frank-
furter Zeitung dated November 29, 1938,
stating “that Germany’s great partner,
fascist Italy, is destined to become 2
leading power in the Mediterranean, and
that the English claim to world power
via the Mediterranean, the Red Sea, and
the Indian Ocean was limited by the
natural rights of a strong Italy.”

The German and Italian fascist agents
are also engaged in the smuggling of
arms. The arms transport goes through
Syria, Iraq, Egypt and Palestine, and
supplies the insurgent Arab moverment
in whose leadership Italian and Ger-
man officers are active, According to a
report of “Reuter’s Agency,” arms to the
value of £20,000 were smuggled from
?ermany and Italy alene into Palestine
in five meonth of 1938. It is obvious that
these figures by no means represent the
a_ctua! volume of arms traffic. The Eng-
ish Colonial Minister MacDonald, an-
swering a question in the House of
Commons, stated that the bombs explod-
:Kg_in Palestine were not of German
“rigin. This “refutation” does not alter
¢ssential truth of the matter, for
man and Italian faseist agents can
2 send English bombs to Palestine.
~ %75 published in various newspapers
-+ @uns and light machine guns used by
: :'\.'i‘a:'J insurgents, however, prove
¥ that the insurgents’ weapons are

~rman

'3 Te bility for the bloodshed
‘ : by the pro-fascis:

its policy of provoking and stirring up
r_mtional dissension in Palestine, and by
its concessions to Mussolini and Hitler, in-
cites more strongly than ever their aggres-
sive desires, however, and grants them
great freedom of trade. This responsibil-
ity is also shared by the agents of British
imperialism in the ranks of the Jewish
bourgeoisie, who back the national sup-
pression of the Arabs in Palestine, -

The native Jewish population in Pal-
estine lived for centuries in brotherliness
and friendship with the Arabs. The
werkers and peasants among the Jewich
emigrants and the entire working class
Jewish population can and wish to live
in peace with the native Arabs. If the
Jewish workers can compel the reaction-
ary leaders of the Histadruth trade
union to finish with their policy of dis-
union and create 2 united workers’ move-
ment, this unity would deal British im-
perialism and German and Italian fascism
a serious blow. Such unity is a guarantee
of brotherliness and friendship between
the Jewish and Arab workers, It alone
can lead to the restoration of peace in
Palestine and to the withdrawal of Ger-
man and Italian fascist influence.

The responsibility for the present
bloodshed in Palestine also falls upon
those reactionary elements among the
Arabs who constantly betray the inter-
ests of their own country. At the head
of the insurrection now stands the Mus-
sulman priesthood in Palestine—the
Mufti Ali Hussein—a bought agent of
German fascism, whom the fascists claim
to be a fighter for the interests of the
Arab people.

Ali Hussein and his crew are not only
no representatives but they are wreck-
€rs and betrayers of the real naticnal
movement for the independence of the
Arab people, of the just cause of the Arab
masses, Mufti Ali Hussein and his clique
do not shrink from organizing plots and
provocation against the real revolution-
ary leaders of the Arab pecple. With
such corrupt methods zrnd wish scen
provocation they mask themselves before
the Arab people. These traitors are €0
the forefront in incitirg national dis-
sension between Arabs z2ad Jews. Trev
do rot confine their agization !



tine but carry it on in all Arab countries.
Recently a ciash occurred also in Iraq
between Jews and Arabs.

No true adherent of democracy and
freedom can dispute the right of the
Arab people to national self-determina-
tion. And it is the duty of the democratic
elements, @ »ecially in England, to op-
pose the Ci .mberlain government's pol-
icy of oppression in Palestine, and to
compel British imperialism to put a stop
to it and to grant the Arab people full
democratic rights in its own country.
But at the same time the masses of the
Arab people must be made to realize that
they are un: :ditionally obligated to
purge the Ar.ab national movement of
all agents of German and Italian fas-
¢ism and to show by deeds that the fas-
cist conquerors, who are the worst op-
pressors of weak peoples, do not belong
in Arabia.

No man of honor can remain indif-
ferent to the catastrophic situation in
which the Jews residing in capitalist
ccuntries find themselves. German fas-
cism is organizing Jewish pogroms. In
broad daylight the fascists are whipping
the Jews out, stripping them of their
possessions, torturing them and throw-
ing them into concentration camps. The
Jews fleeing from the bestial actions of
fascism are seeking a refuge in various
countries. Many Jews who believe in the
promise made by British imperialism
that a “Jewish National State Home”
was founded in Palestine are now
streaming into that country. Palestine
cannot accommodate all emigrants, It
would result in chasing the Bedouins and
the fellaheens from their -own land. But
the working class Jews who have emi-
grated to Palestine are already finding
out the kind of “National Home' British
jzaperialism has prepared for them.

The chief culprit in the bloodshed in
Palestine is German and Italian fascism,
which_is using to the full espionage,
provocation and trickery in order to un-
izash a new world war.

Peace and unity in the fight for the in-
dependence of Palestine are possible and
necessary to the working class Jews and
Arabs. This fight must not only be di-
rected against British imperialism with
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ite agents in the Zionist bourgeoisie and
against the reactionary Arab sheiks and
feudal chiefs, but mostly against the
organizers of provocation and the po-
groms—the German and Italian fascists,
In their plans of aggression, German
and Italian fascism are going far be-
yoend the new carving up of Europe.
They want to have the last say in the
Mediterranean and Red Sea territory.
Their gaze is fastened upon colonies and
also upon those countries which are un-
der the influence of British imperialism.
Since the Munich arrangement, Hitler
and Mussolini have begun to speak still
more openly and cynically about them.
The old plan of German imperialism to
possess a direct line of communication
from the North Sea-to the Black Sea,
to Bagdad and Mesopotamia, is being
energetically pursued by fascism. To this
end they have inaugurated the air line
Berlin-Bagdad-Teheran-Kabul,
Chamberlain, who wants to divert the
thieving glances of Mussolini and Hitler
from the English colonies, has turned over
Ethiopia, Austria and Czechoslovakia for
German and Italian fascism to tear to
pieces. But Chamberlain’s capitulation to
Hitler and Mussolini has not reduced the
appetite of these aggressors. The British
government concluded a “gentleman’s
agreement” with Mussolini by which it
desires to establish a balance of power in
the Mediterranean. How the balance of
power is actually constituted, if a free
pessage is given to the “Rome-Berlin
Axis,” is described by the Frankfurter
Zeitung of November 29 in these words:

“France finally . . . must realize that
the new power relations in the Mediter-
ranean can no more be overthrown by
alliances than those in Eastern Europe.
In short, the status quo existing pre-
viously in Europe has been yielded to
something totally different, and this
must be recognized as irrevocable.”

The course of events in Palestine, and
in the East, as a whole, illustrates the
fascist view of “equilibrium” and “peace-
ful settlement.” German fascism and its
Ttalian ally are getting a foothold in
these regions and are making them bases
for their struggle for the imperialist
domination of the world.
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