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. '_ your Eecember 1982 § fssue in oonnectmn
: Hi irgerican: entertainers v1sitmg
«Souﬁl Aﬁ'}ca o

. ‘F-am a white South Afncan who has
= witnessed sicts of inhumanity and. degra-

; J;’;hannesburg 'These “&cts ‘of inhu-’
o ma ity--are not only’ commiitted by
" adulta’ against adults, but’ by children

'U

i against children, White againat Black.. :,:.
" 78 peroent o

. Do ¥ have to tell you that’
“of the white population A South Africa

< ‘and completely?!/This js a truth! - .. -
LY A minority of Americans, Black and.
v¢ U white, Have a [little] knowhadge of the

- fmith of South Africa—the rest have no,

perience. That minority keeps working

from a gm itical - platform only—it is
o tell'the truth from the humanity .

-'The ‘Black. people in South

go 4
ntinute of every day. American enter-
tainers, do not know the basic truths of

1s gmng on. . . the effect not the cause.,

: hwefﬁactwe in‘the fight for freedom
So‘itth Africa, people ate, going to have
1d *'like it is.” {Even) Black .
ns dojnot know how tragic iifé is

“-an ‘evil a5 “pass law.” If a Black
- ployee ig sick aid off work, the-employ

~will telF that person, "you have no nght"‘ g
to be sick, this is strictly a right for . §° -~
" _our stories, featuring

white people only 1 can go on page
- - Aporpage. -

+. Let us get our message -across, loud -
. ~and clear and give POWER to
i FREEDOM :

. Slncerely,
" Moyra Alpert

f

1 Gentla Persons, .
May I particularly commend your cov-
erage on Winnie Mandela, of whom I am
always hunting word, and hope that ypu
will eontinue to.cover the work and
struggle of the women of South Africa in
-, 'greater detail. In the land of Afrekete,

Audre Lotde

" dation against the Black. people on a. -
~collect1ve gcale and md,ividually 177 O
cesi;of employmient and on the streets -

uSasa is an mdependent, on—pmﬁ

' yeariy journal seeking to publigh poems,

book reviews and’ political. e%says on
South Africa by South Africanig:This i
the annual’s first pubhcahéii. Once
printed; K1:Sasa will be the enly Joumal

“of its kind. There ‘is no other jourpml in &

the United States dedicated solely to the
topic of South Africa. Anothef unique

%" .and central feature of KuSm& that it

is open to all South Africans.

- All manuscripts for KuSnsa must be.
- typed double-spaced {footnoted if neces-

sary),,with a title and short description

© + of the author(s). The deadline for the ac-
' ceptance of manuscrlpts is March 1,
1983,

:‘ A Ilmlted number .of manuscripts

Wntten in Xhosa, Zu}u, Sotha, Seawana ]

itid French will be pristed. Authord
- should-bear in wind KuSase can trans-

: v,_ late articles from Zulu, Setswana; Sothd,

- FrencH, and Xhosa to English. - o

KuSass will cost two'dellars per oopy :

" 'The  two doliar p!‘ipe will :not cover all .-
expenses, ‘including’ postage and-print-

“ing. Therefore, advince orders are wel- =~

% comed) and- Anancial c¢ontributions
needed. Don't hesitate, Lot KuSusa bear
~from you today! All manuscripts and/or
financial contributions should besentto: .

Corbin Seavers, KuSasa Editor
c/o KuSasa

Boone Square Apartments;,
Apartment #8

Begea Kentucky 40403

u

1

. supports the practices of apartheid fully: ¥

conception, at all: 1 know this from ex- X |

this he'll what daily Iife is like: All they '

Dear Readers, -

x hope

freedom.

5 ‘every 1ssue wﬂl contam nmre neWs abeut
ey have no idea there was stch ;| . Afrl’can liberation movement. We hav ‘als:
i B mcreased the size of our type for easier admg, and
use more phot;os, maps and 111ustrat;mn
original art by some excitmg
“and dedicated new artists. U
Sadly, our finances force us to drop our glossy
cover, but the savings allow us to use better quallty
paper throughout, and add a color to our cover. We

hope you llke the changes. i

magazine will contmue to serve the cause of

» 'The Southern Africa

1982 was an eventful year for the hberatlon
struggle in southem Afrlca and for Southem A fnca

'with

1

ALutaC
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Banmtt Boosts
’ Boycntt,

= ﬁﬁaily shut down a Chnstmas day
~ gongert in New York and a De-

‘ @mbe; 26 appearance in Newark,
New Jersey, singer Millie Jackson
iedged never to return to
u«th ‘Africa. Jackson; who de-

- fonded her 1981 tour of South Africa
‘ "by declanng that. “"All [ want is the =~ °

. * has been a prominent.tar- -
o g‘e)t for the burgeonmg movement to
yeott artists who break the inter-

money,”

; . national -ban on' cultural cohtacts
-y with the: apartheld state.

The “campaign to isolate Soyth

s ) .Afrlca culturally received an added
~ . boost in early January when Tony .-

o Bennett quietly announced that he

s ‘had turned dowri a lucrative offer to -

perform in a South African bantus-

. tan, Bophuthatswana, for political
wrand inoral reasons. Bennett has
" long been associated with the civil.
" ‘rights movement in the United

‘ : States

¥

Apartheid- Bad
For Busmess

Representatwes “of 68 countries

L argued against the recent IMF loan

,""-‘tq South Africa saying that South

. Africa -failed to meet the multina-

* " tiongl lending body's economic cri-
" teria. According to a draft of the

“ - minutes, opposition to the Novem-

ber 3 loan was led by the executive

_';_dlractor from Saudi Arabia, who
. was joined by six other dlrectors

representing 67 other Third World
cozuntnes

A'summary of the secret minutes,
released by the Washington-based
Center for International Policy, also

" notes that the 1982 loan was “likely

to be the first of a series” to the
regime, and that South Africa

- fon's

. would * approach the Fund agaln .

Several directors argued, aceording -

. ~to the minutes, that South Africa
~didn’t need the loan because funds

. were available on prlvate capital

markets.

the only nations to support South

‘Africa’s request for the loan, while

other nations that did not directly

_oppose the loan Bimply abstained

from the voting procedure. The loan

- was approved over the objections of
a majority of ‘members-because

under the IMF's system of voting
weighted according to contribu-

. tions, the Western copuntries pre-
vailed with 52 percent of the vote.

 Africans Blast
. Constructive
' Engagement

The focus was on improving US
relations with Afriea, but this year’s

. annual conference of the New York-
based . African” American Institute, .

held in the Zimbabwe capital city of
Harare in mid-January, was any-

‘thing but cordial. Some 200 prom-

inent US and African government,

business, and political figures at-

tended the meeting, where speaker

after speaker castigated Washing- ..
“constructive engagement” '
. alliance with South Africa and its

fatlure to deliver on a settlement in
Namibia. _

Opening the conference, Zimbab-
we Prime Minister Robert Mugabe
blasted the US concept of “linkage”
between the withdrawal of Cuban

" troops in Angola and Namibian in-

dependence, ‘calling it “blackmail”

. and accusmg the United States of

having * obvmusly introduced a

stumbling block” in the negotia-
tions. Just a few feet away sat the.

American Assistant Secretary of

State for African Affairs Dr..
Chester Crocker, the architect of
.constructive engagement and link-

age. Mugabe also blamed the US for
encouraging South Africa’s bloody

raids against its neighbors. “That -

Pretoria is more darmg and ag-

" stooges of the apartheid.ggV
. ment. Most observers, includis;

gressive than before car&not be )

. doubted,” he said.

‘The angriést words came from
Sam Nujoma, head of the Namibign

llberatlon movement SWAPQ,
. Nujoma accused the United States -
The United States, Canada, and
Western European countries were

of deliberately prolonging the. .
suffering of the Namibian people by
aiding the South African occupa-
tion. Pomtmg a finger at Crocker,
Nujoma said, “You are promoting
racial hatred in Africa,” 0o -

Out of Worlt
Du'k Mudge, the white’ rancher at’

. the head of the South African-spon-

sored Namibian- interim’ govern-
ment, resigned January 18 in a
symbohc protest over South African
policies in.the disputed southwest

~ African territory.-Mudge is the

chairman ‘of the’ Democratic Turn- -
halle Alliance; a coalition of Nami-
bian tribal parties the South Afri.

. cans created and financed for the
discredited: 3978 internal elections

as a politica puhter t6 the Nami-

" bian liberatisg. miovement SWAPO.,

Joining Midge on the political
bread line are the othér members of .
the all-DTA Council of Ministers,
the nominat executive body for the
internal government, who also re-
signed.” Mudge alleges that he re-
signed because South African poli-
cies favired the territory’s white
minority and blocked. DTA efforts to
build popular support. - - - ’

But -his resignation. comes only

. weeks before the new South African-

appointed Administrator General,
Neil Barnard, was scheduled to dis- -
solve the hapless interim govern-

ment anyway. By all accounts, the

. DTA failed to become a viable

‘alternative to SWAPO among the
Namibian people, who viewsd
Mudge and the tribal parties a:

South African military, say po#u
support for SWAPO has dram:
ly increased in the foui
Mudge’s nominal rule. The'
Administrator Gener
Hough, disbanded t
ment shortly aﬂ;er Mu
tion.
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Jazz artlst Chtck Corea has got

: ~ the biues Claiming specidl status :

as an “artist and a communieator,”

" Corea performed his musical magic
. in apartheid South Africa last year

it violation of repeated United Na-
tions and African calls for a boycott

" . of the white minority regime. But
“back home, the anti-apartheid
movement did a little communicat-
~ing of its own—picketing Corea in
"Albany, New York, and at one of
‘Greenwich Village’s most famous

Jazz ‘clabg, the Village Vanguard.
The two pickets, following closely

on_the heels of similar. protests’

against the O’Jays, Ray Chatrles,

. the Temptations, and Lou Donald-

son and Candi Staton this past fall,
are-an indicatiori that entertainers
teimpted to perform in the white

" supremacist country must now seri-

ously weigh the political and finan-

" eial consequences of accepting such

- a'gig. It also suggests that the anti- \A,‘fnm spoke \Wlth NBUF Inte

apartheid movement in the United

. Btates may stand on the threshold

of its most visible campaign in

' years.
* To date, the effort to enforce the

cultural boycott has been spear-
headed by two Black community

organizations based in New York.-

These are the Unity in Action Net-

. work, founded by the Harlem-based
_Patrice Luymumba Coalition and the
African Jazz Artists Society and.

Studios (AJASS), and the Coalition

- to End Cultural Collaboration With

South Africa, formed in response to
a call from the National Black
United Front (NBUF) for a Black
reply to artists—particularly Black
artists—~who violate the interna-
tional cultural embargo.

As part of its continuing coverage
of the cultural boycott, Southern

‘Reaching the Stars

7z basmst Reggne Worlmian spoke at the Umty in Action” meeting in Harlem. OAU Ambassador Oumarou Youssou!cu ANC Represenlatﬂve Mfa : f 1
-ﬂa}mﬂm Black Music Assooiaﬁon Hepresentam Sikhuu Shange and SWAPO's Hinyangerwa Ashesake look on. _ :

tional Affairs’' Chairman Adeyemi -

Bandele and PLC co-Chairman
Elombe Brath about the tactics and . .
strategy behind the growing ‘boyeott -

campaign.” What emerged from =~ -

those discussions was a picture of a
suphlstxcated and ‘multi-dimengion-

al organizing effort interided botl: to _
stop the steady stream of Amerlcan'
stars flying to South Africa, and to

educate a whole range of prevmus]y, R
unaffected constituencies about =

apartheid, including young people
and the stars themselves. ;

The most difficult part of the
paign has been reachmg the T
formers in order to raise the isaue.

Entertainers’ lifestyles do rot lend. L

themselves to study sessions, or
even meetings with antl—apar&held

activists. Musxmans, in partlcuiar_

JANUARY-FEBRUARY. 19_83/SQUTHEHN'AFR_IGA“S' )




- SPECIALREPORT

" the’Black jazz artists the South

: Afrtcans have made enormous ef:

7 forts td recruit, aré almost constant.
S éon the road; makmg the roimds of
€ mght club, concert liall, and col-

wcase their mugié, And'a -

ance of conditions in South Afri-
e, and of calls for a boycott. It isan”
arg;imentrElombe Brath is prepared

A

;ére’s no exc-use for bemg urun
-1982,” Brath observed:

want to work with these
/i re‘not trymg to . intimi- -
! hady; we're trying to make
20 ithe » the hght,” ‘NBUF’s Ban- ;
¥ dele also stréssed the 1mpbrtance ‘of
woﬂc‘ing with musigians to broaden
them- understanding of the struggle.
T 8 ﬁauth Aftica, and how the artists
© ¥ -are.uged by the regime to bréeak -
- thebugh its international isolatias,
'-"I'heyre'gomg after the cream of
U7 the erpp;” -he said.. "The. pmnacle of
o ftrhﬂpnhtma] cultural community.” ©
-~ But Bandele warned that chnms
o of ignorahee would only go sb far,
. and that word of- the boycott was out
- on-the musicians’ grapevine. "I"

' he concluded. Bandele pointed out

= that many musicians and:their

.. managers dodged or ignored efforts
by anti-apartheid organizers to set.
¢ - up'meetings.

Lo "Some. peop]e have really become K

.. obnéxious in their response to.

“peaple who' try to give them some
. information,” Brath said. "And -
*"while .some people didn’t know
. - (about apartheld) before they went,
" otBers did’ . Stephanie Mills,

.. Millie Jackson, Ray Charles. Those -

: "people have been talked to over-and
. over” agam These peup}e are hagd
. -t.arge o

Money Talks
Despite' the difficulties, the Unity *
" i Action Network has established
-an Artists Relations Committee to
‘work with musicians. And two

. meetings NBUF held last Octaber -

“with' artists, promoters and DJs
. will, Bandele said, be followed up

thh conferenoes on the East and .

West coasts earIy in 1983 almed at

its whlch provnde a living -

g‘rea}s m‘any artists have pleaded ig- '.

rive them the benefit of the

"5;‘_j‘dont think they're that ignorant,”. |

" musicians, record companles, and .

" radio broadcasters L .
- In the meantime, the e
will be on building a- wider ‘network
of organizations active in.thi

. cott, and to pull out more
pmkets Activists invely

“eultural boyeott see picke g asa’

-vital form of political-and économic
pressure, ‘and more: 1mportant1y, 4s
an educational toolfor artists, club
-owners, and musie; “Ws have a
lot of .other things to do besides

. plcket mummans,” Brath explained.
“And we'ré not trymg to run any-
* bady into the grave, but It’s really
very important.

“We think this. can be a very good

organizing-tocl, a process of raising
\ peoplée’s consciousness about the sit-

- uation ,m South Africa—to try to

" inform these musicians and the gen-
- eral public. We think this is.very
trnport.ant, partlcu]arly in the case of

“see.

.entertainers. 1nvol'

the youth, and most particularly in .

_the case of Black youth, who often
don’t hdve.a consciousness around., -
South Africa. They worship these
stars, know all ahout them, how
‘much money they make, how many

clothed they have, everything.
When they come to a concert they '
see their particular star is being .

. boycotted. About what? About

South Africa. What’s wrong with .
South Africa? And. so they start to = -

“We want South Afnca £ become

a household word,” Bandele agrees. "
“Whether it be the preacher on the

block or the young people listening -
to the boogey music, it's: not some-
thing that comes unfamiliar.to-
them, they can relaté to it. ff wedo -
fhat we will have aeoomphshed a _f
()t. L ) .

' Iromcally, the

On December 10 ‘the Scuth African Cape. Times reported that an

American disco ‘group, Odyssey, would perform in South Africaon - |- -

January 26 and 27 in violation of the international ban on cultural

-contacts with the apartheid state. The paper also reported that
.- Martha Reev

es and the Vandellas would appear with Odyesey.
According to the press account, Harold Melvin and the Blie
Notes, The Drifters, The Styhstics The ShiLites, The Three
Degrees and Edwin Starr are also scheduled to perform in Sonth
Afriea in 1983. A South African promoter, Peter-Braham, told the

Times reporter he is arranging concerts for three other US groups, . | - .
" The Commodores, The Temptatmns and Hot Chocolate, as

well. "We definitely have them sewn up,” he said. He claimed to be,
negotiating for a possible tour by Barry White. .

Braham also suggested that visiting stars may not be as 1gnorant
of conditions in South Africa as many of them claim: “Most stars and
management asked about freedom to come and go on private trans-;
port and other manifestations “of petty apartheid. They asked what :
kinds of changes had taken place in the last few years,” e

~
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t:cal difﬁculties for campalgn or-
gamzers Tni rhajor cities, particuldr-:
.'ly in Chicagd and New York, an ef-

fart to picket everybody on the boy-
cott list. muld become a full txmmg'

professmn

Village Vanguard is a case in point.
-, Low Donaldsen, another jazz musi-
¢lan on the list was also playing
‘that weekend. “We. chose Chick,”

Bandele explained, “because of

* where he was—at the Vanguard,:
" which is a club: This is the first
- demonstration we’ve had at a elib
-and we feel theclubs are particular-
1y vulnerable because there's no ad-
_wance ticket sales. Their profits are’
~.made primarily off people who come

" in thi -door, not based on door sales,

but o what' they get in the Jomt———
~what they drink and such..

The boycott has a much more.

-The Chick Corea p1cket at the ‘

. fjle«vasta ng effect on the clubs and )
% 1

b circuits, The owners of the
clubs back these- ‘people so they can_
say, Hey, I’'m not:going, to touch this’
person,’ whereas the concert halls
nomally rent to. a

. ‘salas. So it’s’ more!d:ﬂicult to mount
n off'enswe agamst tb;e halls.” Ban-

factor Clt]ng the necessity of

Y. plcket of Corea as the clinch-

Max Gm:doh, owner of the Village

Vanguard .responded sympathetic-
ally: South Africa, he -said, should

* be boycotted. Gordon said he asked -

Corea’to meet the protesters, but
that Corea refused. “Chick was in a
dither;” Gordon reflected. “He didn’t
reaily fdce what I said to him.”

- Although Gordon denied that the -

plcket had hurt business, he volun-
teered that an artist’s appearance in
South ‘Africa would be. a factor, if

_ not a bar, in his booking procedures.
e Y would think twice, no, ! would
“'think: three times, before hiring
dgomebody who’d been to South
Afmca i

Anger Too
‘Fortunately for Max Gordon and

congcientious music lovers, the list
.+ of musicians who have refused to

e

dance to Pretoria’s tune, or; hav-
ing gone, have taken the necessary
steps to get. off the list—issue an
apology, and explanation, and
promise not to go back—is long,
and growmg, These people, Bandele

said, are "shining lights,” and plans

are underway to honor, among
others, Roberta Flack (who report-
edly turned down $2 million from

South African promoters), Phyllis
Hyman; Gladys Knight (who re--

fused to honor a centract to appear
after meetings with boycott acti-
vigts), and the reggae group Third
World, who told the South Africans
they would appear only in a “liber-

ated” South Africa.

But the principled stands of ml ]
artists, and the action of Jamé
Moody to také himself off the li
has only highlighted the mfusal o
others to do so as well.

Towards the holdouts, there g
growing sense of frustratlon
anger. "Those people who are. be
traying us have to be, broug
account for what they’ve done,”
Bandele, Speaking .of the sign

‘cance the Black community at-- -

taches to. its artists res specting
bayceott, he alaborated. %mg

_issue that is tantamodht td.j'
" treason.

I
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"When F‘rank Smatra goes that 3
Reng&n s buddy, so Black- people in .
South ‘Africa are not as shocked, as .

“hurt when he.comes. But when the

O'Jays come, somebody well known;
lt’s like a treasonous thing. African
- pedple in this country have a re-

sponmblhty to put these folks under

heavy manners and to say to them,

~'What you did was thornnghly,
% and you havetopaythe price |

ed. h:tt.erly, “He can sing the

blue& “about everything else, he .-
é ahle to say what’s hap- .-
n-South Africa. He should . -

thin himgelf. We're very
s of Ray Charles, but he

: ""jk‘y*Charles and Stephame Mlils, .' :
" wha- visited South Africa after
pmmlsmg ‘anti-apartheid activists

- thiat she ‘was canceling the gig, are
arﬁong the artists Brath thinks
-, should be the focus for the growmg
campalgn

Fm' the Future

Beaubxen pointed- out that calls for

.- @conomic, diplo 9at1c and cultural

mﬂatmn of the”white minority re-

g;me ‘have long been a' feature .of

Ayt

anﬁ-aparthem activities. But with

the:exception-of the 1981 campaign

.to ‘halt” the South African’ Spring-
" boks rugby team tour of the US in
1981, sports and cultural contacts

have taken a back seat to economic.
~-apd political links between South -

Africa and the United States. And

despite the rapid growth of the cul-
. tural boycott effort, and the enor-.
' mous- publicity it, has generated,
-particularly within the Black com- -
_munity, other anti-apartheid .

- groups-have been slow to take up
-the.cultural boyeott as.a major or-

- ganizing focus. They argue that-

the anti-apartheid movement.
should continue to foeus on US eco-

" 'nomiciand military links with the
apartheid regime and on South Af-

rican aggression in the region and

.

‘he ‘man enough to. recogmze :

- In an article on. the cultural hoy— '
_.cott published last fall, Michael

; repress:on at home :
But in general the US antl-apart :
'h,eld movement has failed to-de-

velop isgues and campaigns. acces-

sible to a broad spectrum of
" . constituencies and amenable to di-
© rect’action—again with-the poss:b]e '

exception of the Springboks:. cafi-

. paign. Cultural. béycntt organizers
think their campaign has just that .-
_ potential, “"We're going to make (the
cultural boycott) a major issue for -
. ‘the anti-apartheid mgvement,”
Bandele says. “We feel that it has a

mass appeal that could involve

‘more people that could then én- .

hance the other work people are do-
ing around dlvestment and what
ever.”

So far, the overwhelmmg major-

* ity of the organizing around the
" cultural boycott has taken pldce

within the Black: community, and
not surprisingly, Chick Corea aside,
most of their work has focused on

"Black artists. But the lack of simi-

lat efforts among the progressive
‘whites has meant, ironically, that

‘Liza- Minnelli, Dolly Parton and :
~Janis Ian, all of whom are promi-

nent white entertainers who have

_broken the gultural embargo, avoid
the bad publicity now affecting
- their Black colleagues. “It’s instm-
_mental that all artists refuse to go,”
Brath noted pointedly. “Everybody

has the responsibility to do what's

‘right—and we don’t want the wh:te -

stars off the hook.”

Another problem has centered

around the United Nations, where

two agencies, the Special Commit-

tee Against Apartheid, and its func-

‘tional arm, the Center Against
Apartheid, ooordlnate international =

actions to support the elimination of
apartheid: The cultural boycott
campgign -is desperately in need of
an official register of artists who
have gone to South Africa, and an
internationally recognized set of cri-
teria for what actions are necessary
for artists to be taken off the list,”
Elombé Brath would also like to

see the UN take a larger role in

promoting artists who refuse South
African offers.
hear 'get out of town—I ain’t gonna
buy your records no moze and I ain’t
gonng dig you no more cause you're

“For one artist to

‘mﬁserved

-The Unity in Action: Network is. .
‘consuiermg creating a Paul Robe- °
son award for artists who refuse to

he 3

--.a ‘conspirator in the repression of
.our people’ while somebody else is-
" b&ing feted, at the UN as somebody
‘wha is for the cause of progress. '
“gould be very lmportant

entertain’ apartheid, and thete has -
been discussion ¢f a UN- gponsored .
coricert'in an independent southemn

African. country sometime next yearl\
_ ‘for the same purpose. ,

| “Everybody has the
responsibilitytodo
that’s right—and we

' don’t want the white :"'i »

 #tars off the hook.”

n the meantinie;. “thél jpi'éssi.tré on .
artists who break the ‘embargo con- -

tmues to mount. Last fall, the
gest and most’ pop’ular Black“r"

owned soul, disco, and jazz radio .
_station in New York, WBLS, an-

nounced it had.: "inthdmwn its en-

thusiasm” front boycott-busting,
_ musicians.” Strotg Tesolutions co

T

demning performiers who violate the , :

cultural embargo were passed at the:
recent Black Music Association
meeting, and similar actions in

other trade orgamzatmns ig ex-.
pected. Campaign organizers in this

. country are also workmg to. estab-

lish boycott campaigns in Europe,
the other key market for' American
music. Student organizers have also
gotten ‘involved, -demanding that

. student recreational funds—an im-

portant source of money for most.' =

-musicians—be denied to the boy-
cott-busters. The student senate at
City College of New York, with the

" largest student activities budget of

any US college system, unanimous-

]y passed such a resolutlon last

.month.

"We're not talkmg ahout moral-
1t;y,” Bandele concluded, “We’re not
saying ‘Oh please don’t go,. p]ease

don’t go.” We're saying if you go you

got to pay the price. Thats all.
Money talks * b
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ZMBABWE.

P Joanmariel(altéyr.‘

" The winter sun beats down on the
corrugated metal roof of St Vin-

.. Joamrmrle Kalter isa ﬁ‘eeianee Jour-
rialist based in New York, She visited
~Zimbabwe in 1982 under a Pulitzer

: _Trqvelmg Fellowsh;p with Oxfam

_ Amerwa

Ghlidren at-school in Fthodesta Betore mdependence the whi‘te mmorlty govemrnem in Zim-
=B abwe prowded iittle or no educatlcm far the Biax:k poputataon

cent’s School in Ruwé. Still, it is not

enough to warm the classrooms. in-
side, where ‘as many as six children

“huddle around a single hook, sneez-
~ing and coughing. Although the

school is already overcrowded, there
are still children waiting to be ad-
mitted. And se¢ the impoverished
families in this rural community
some fifteen miles southeast of the
Zimbabwe capital have taxed them-
selves to raise money for the school,

B

and even the chlldren carry th&

bricks, molded and baked from the -

red earth of Ruwa, that will form3
the wails of a new addition.

"I've never seen people 8O
about education,” says Paul Gra
teacher of Afro-Amevican History -
who recently visited Zimbabwe: &
“Their materials are so limited;.yet .
there wasn’t a single discipline
problem. After being denied educa- -
tion. for so long, they see'it now as
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o the one. opportumty to 1mprova'ﬂ

their lives.” ,

With a grant of $60, 000 from the
‘1S Department of Education, eight-
. -een-teachers from the:Detroit area
- .‘spent six weeks last summer in
.. Zimbabwe. They found the Mugabe
s 'gwernment serlously tackling one

“-of the ajor promises of the revolu-
on ‘universal education. Only one

ut today that figure has doubled: -
, Yet the visiting teachers also not-

1sits emphasis on roté leafmng

ut oi' every three Black children
“in: school before, indépendence,

that the colonial style of teaching,

its tradltwnal European curri-

'l‘.:'e‘l.llum has chsnged little. And,; al-

* - though the government’s goal is to

~equalize educational opportunities
“for Blacks and whites, dramatic dis-
parltles st:ll remam IO

, The Colonial Legacy ‘

The challenge facing the Mugabe

. gvovernment when it tame to power
- two . and, a half years: ‘ago was im-

. me‘nse Whites in Rhodesia enjoyed

o afi educational system that ranked .
with- the best in the industrialized

"~ wotld. For them, education was
compulsory and, unt;l 1964, entire-
Iy free’ In 1978 the government
. spent $777.50 a year on every white
‘student—it spent. only $76.90 on
‘each Black. Africans in the urban
© townships could pay to attend the
_relatively well-equipped but segre-
‘gated government schools—the bet-

ter to keep them off the Clty streei:s
" But the rural majonty was rele-

gated to makeshift mission schools
staffed by largely untrained. teach-

government to attend.
The Rhodesians made no pretense

stopped Since mdependenoe, they

. ers, which. the students- ‘paid the "

found the ,number of secondary’ ;
pupils has more than tripled, from:
66,000 to 216,000. Where .only 20
percent of Black seventh-grade :
graduates went on to secondary’’

~ schoel before independence, that |

of providing equal ‘education, says -

‘Gray; Blacks were not to compete

with whites for top-level jobs, but

rather to provide a ready poo] of
.- manual and men#al labor. A system

of early examinations, given only to
Blacks, prevented all but a few. from-
contmumg into secondary. school.

~While virtually all Rhodesian
-whites reached form 4 (the equiva-
lent -of eleventh grade), only 4.5
-percent of Blacks did. 'An even

wider educational chasm was cre-

"~ ated during the- liberation .

war. Many African children: leﬂ: the

"“country to become  guerrillas and
, much of the rural population was
“herded into "protected vﬂlages,”/fa:
from existing schools. As
points out, at independence the new
; government inherited an dstounds

ingly diverse school populatmn ‘

with ex-combatants and retummg
refugees among them.

- The most striking changes smce '
then have been quantxtatlve “It'’s -
says Delores -

like an explosion,”
Preston- Cooper, a school supervisor
in Detroit. “Everywhere you look,

_the schoo]s are bursting at theé
. seams.”

Educational expenditures
soared 54 percent in the first year of
independence, while the budget as a

--whole grew 16 percent. Since then,

education has accounted for a

steady 15 percent of the total, and
remains the largest single govern- -

ment expenditure. Primary educa-
tion is virtually free, and enroll-

"ments have more than doubled,

from 820,000 primary puplls in
197910 2. 2 million today.

In an effort to avoid the mlstakes
of other African countries, where
children finish séven years. of pri-

mary education only.to find no places _

in® seccndary school-*-and are stiil
too young to be employed—Zimbab-
we has concentrated on expanding
its high school system. The Detroit

. teachers report that tuition has

been slashed, and the early winnow-

'ing of students through exams has .

Gray

-

number has now swalled to 80

‘percent

Self-Rellaﬁcemand Frustration
Educational expansion has. been:
greatest in the riral areas, where |
the population, éspecially African
laborers on white farms, had been
most underserved, and has been’
coordinated with other aspects. of
rural”development. “To prevent a
stream of educated people into the
cities you have tohave jobs for them

Anr the rural areas,” says Mary Lee

Wiley, outreach coordinator for the -
African studies center at Michigan .-
State University; ‘and organizer of .
the tour. New schools are chmtered
in the “rural g’r@'wth pomts whlch

- are to serve as centers of smal} ins

dustry and commerce. And much of
the bulldmg hal been orgamzed t(v

local pahtlcal networks In fact, the
Mugabe. govemment has left the
construction of primary schools en-
tirely to.local communities, who .
levy taxes and help with the wark
For secondary schools, the govern-
ment may provide the cost of rooﬁng

"materials, doors and window

- frames--materials not naturally

available-leaving the labor,
‘bricks, carpentry- and other costs to

. the locals

All this results in 2 wide. range of
quality, ‘according to the teachers
from Detroit. They noted that atu-
dents may be housed in a new brick.

" building, or merely sit on flat stones -

in the shade of a tree. In the poere'r- ’

.areas, such as drought-stricken
Matabeleland, the relative lack of -
“resources breeds resentment, and

adds to the political tensions a}..
ready building in that part.of the -
country. - Reuben Mjimba; a district
councilor, kicks his foot in the dust
of Mzinyathini, 85 miles east of Byl

- awayo, and waves his arm at the

barren, almost lunar landscape:
around him. “We taxed each manin
the village $5 to start the secondary
school, then another $5, he says,
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“Now we have run out of funds. Qur
people are ynemploved and don’t
‘have any more momney. The govern-
" ‘ment is shoutmg all the time that in

“five years everyone should be in

. scheol. But.our arms are tied.”
A8 enrollment grows, so grows
Zimbabwe’s need for teachers.

Where there were 20,000 teachers -

dt independence; there are now
- 60,000. But-according to Wiley, that
leaves the schools still almost
10,000 teachers short. The need is
‘eritical in the' remete rural areas,
. where a teacher has to live without
electrlclty in a thatched hut that
~‘may leak in thé rainy season, mi’es
* from a water source, and even fur-
- ther froma newspaper :

It is most severe in rural secon-
dary schools. At independence,

‘about- 65 percerit’ of rural teachers

- were. underqualified; it was possi-
‘ble, in fact, to teach fifth grade mth
‘a fourth~grade educatwn

Leésons Ffom the War
~What miost impréssed the teach-
. ers fronr Detroit was ZINTEC—the

“Zimbabwe Integrated National

. "Peacher  Education "Course-~which
“allows teaching students to teach
v\g‘hlle they train, and improves the
-gredentials of these already in
place. Originally developed to
provide teachers for the réfugee
camps during the national libera-
tior struggle, a trainee spends six-
teen weeks of study at one of four
. ZINTEC centers arcund ‘the coun-
“try, three and half years of super-
vised teaching at a rural scheel,
‘then returns to the center for a final
" gixteen weeks of review and testing.
Three thousand teachers' are now

enrolled, paying no tuition but

promising to remain in the rural
_areas for another few years. Accord-
ing’to Wiley, the ministry hopes in
this way to solve the teacher short-
- age and eventually bring all its
. teachers up to.a standard “0O lével”
al about eleventh grade). ‘

A térm the Detroit teachers heard
ofteny was' “education with produc-
- tion”-—Zimbabwe’s attempt to tailor
- its schooling to the practical.needs
. of its citizens. Academic education

" produces white-collar workers who
spurn phys:cal labor yet whosw

skills ‘are of little use to a develop-
ing country. So to become the farm-
ers, foresters and skilled workers
their country needs most,
students experiment with crops, soil
and fertilizer varieties, raise ani-
mals, and learn metal work and car-
pentry. As Dr. Dzingai Mutumbuka,
formerly ZANU's secretary of edu-
cation and now the country’s educa-
tion minister, has said, “The days of

~excellence in Latin grammar as the

sign of an educated person are
gone.’

The concept has found its most
radical application among children
repatriated from the refiigee camps,

now students at the eight pilot
- schools of the ZIMFEP program

{Zimbabwe Foundation for Educa-

Rusununguko. ( Freedom)_ Schoal,

Children in Harare, Zimbabwe. Education is a high priority for the new nation.

~ school provide the model for: eduea— i

tion with Production). At the

visited bzy the teachers from Detrm'

these children live and stu?y on-the

grounds-of a 2,700-acre formerly
white-owled farm. Their -day ‘con-
sists of four hours uf acagemics’
followed by four hours of building
and farming. The 1,200 students
grow much of their own food and
‘have constructed most of theiriown
dorms and classes. The less tradi-
tional members of the educational.
ministry: would like ‘to see suchv"

tion throughout Zimbabwe:

In some strikingly visible wa
colonial traditions in the ur
schools have ‘already beeri bro
“Within two years of indep -
denee, the dll-white schools. [calied
A schools} _were totally deseg
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P

;o

- _"g.-hortly before:'inde"pendehce by buy-

(at absurdly low prices) some

- schools in their residential areas
and denying Blacks admission.

_Today these schools hold twice as |

" -‘many students as hefore, fully half

"of thém bused in from the Black

, tawnships or drawn from the newly

L Rhodes Deposed

integrated suburbs.

© 8till, many of the changes in Zim:

L babwe s schools are only skin deep.

; Government . ﬁmdmg, based: ,partly
-on_formulas set in the past, con-
¢ tinues to flow more richly to these A
‘schools than to either the all-Black
.urban “B” schools or the all-Black
rural ‘ones. Manual work, compl-

Dot yet so.at the A's. “The govern-

" ment is bemg very cautious about
- -what it is forcing the A schools to
Cde,” says Karen Todorov, an.admin-

" -Detrait. “They are trying not to an-
"/ #tagonize the whites. But mean-

< jst¥atar of bilingual educatjon in

ile, there are very different stan-

T dards for the As and the Bs.” Even
- “in'the

ral schools, other than in-
ereased enrollments, ‘many observ-

B Lers. Jagree with the impression of
aJdmes. Jenmngs, a supervisor of art
“education in Detroit that: “Basical-

" ly; education tﬁere is much llke it's

always been.”
Consider, they say, the curricu-
lum. Hlstory books for lower grades

" “have been rewritten, toppling the
.. notorious” British colonialist Cecil
_ Rhodes from his exalted perch, and

explormg instead the roles of Afri-

" can_liberation leaders. But secon-
.dary education remaing tethered to

. a set of British exams, the O and A

-levels, which are composed—and
even graded thousands of miles

- away in Cambridge. “The kids were

‘ .. studying the diaries of Samuel:

“Pepys and reading about the fire of
London;” says Toderov.
‘doésn’t even make sensé for white

- Zimbabweans, let alone Black Zim-

. babweans. But this is going to be on

‘their .exams. There’s no time for.

Shiona poets, and European hlsbory

‘ m:ust be covered.”

Some say this British cumculum
is all Zimbabwe's teachers know;
they themselves are ignorant of
African literature and history and

-,

*That -

N

_ funds are too tight turestram them.

ory at-the B and rural schoels, is ..

at the University of Zimbabwe, is
that students’ work beé recognized

" by colleges overseas. But to some, it

betrays more of an academic bias

“than the government would care to

admit. “The British system is for
status,” concludes Todoroy.. “Zim-

" babweans want to show that they
can be that good tgo. The past iz .
- their reference point.”

. Some of the American. teachers
were surprised at the rigidity of the
teaching methods as welll “The
teacher would say somethmg and
all the children would say it back,”
says Jennings. “There was not

'A major concern of the government, ©.
. given the limited number of places

much questmpmg You. dldn’t hear .

‘why? ”

‘The government frequently pro-
claims its intention to enlarge the

mary students, 40 percent of secon-

dary students, and only. 22 peroergt(.

.of university students But as sever-
al of the Detroit teachers noted, in
Zimbabwe as elsewhere, sexism, in-

* directly, is taught in class. There,

"women teachers are no longer dis-

‘stunted educational opportunities ‘.
. for females, reflected in the fact that
. girls make up equal iumbers of pri- -

-

s Missed when pregnant—but stu-
dents are. And while “education

with production” means building for _

boys, for girls it means sewing and
scrubbing.

Nor do Zlmbabwes 3chools re-
ceive high marks in labor relations.

- With wages pegged to a teacher’s

degree, whites were .commonly
awarded five timeés as much as
Blacks—a complaint that sparked a

~ strike in. October 1981. The govern-
" ment, however, fiercely denounced

the protesting teachers for their

lack of revolutionary sacrifice, and

speedily crushed the walkout.

Pragmatism or anllege"

Some observers chalk up these

contradictions to pragmatism. “You

can’t change everything in two
years,” says Wiley. "Just getting

» more kids in school and changing

the curriculum to the extent they
have is a great, achievement.”

*Others, however, believe the gov-

ernment could go further in dis-

jtro:t

.mantlihg apartheid and equalizihg".-

education. One knowledgeable ob-
server in New York suggested that,
“The Black middle class wants- the
better schools for their kids.” = =~ -
Having experienced court-
ordered integration in Detroit in the
mid-70s, the American teachers

- fourid many .of Zimbabwe's -prob-

lems familiar. "There, no one wants

.. to work in the rural argas, but here

no one wanted- to go to the inner .
cities,” notes Jennings. For their
part, the Zimbabweans were re-
lleved to hear their problems
weren’'t unique. “Some [white

" teachers] called it impossible: to
‘teach. Shona-speaking students,”

says Todorev. “We told them we
have 57 bilingual programs in De-
" with instruction in three
Yugoslawan languages alone. “Hs

-gertainly not 1mpoas1ble

Recent reports of the World: Bank :
and UNESCO have sterndy warned
Zimbabwe against continuing its -
present rate of educational expendi- -
ture. Rather than cut back, how-
ever, planners. in the education
ministry aré seeking ways to-cut. per
capita spending while keeping at-
tendance levéls high, such as eﬁ~
larging classes. '
~ With a college education about ‘a
hundred times more costly for the
government to provide than a pri-
mary education, and with the need
for college graduates limited, many
observers believe that Zlmbabwe 8
traditionally prestigious urban
schools will turn out a small class.of
white-collar workers, while .the
rural schools provide baslc literacy
and a smattering of manual skills.
Until there is money and technical
staff, “education with production™
will fall far short of true vocatiomral -

“training.

* Yet if education in Z:mbabwe sthl-
sticks close to the colonial mold, at.
least the government’s cornmitment.
to its expansion appears unshak-

.able. No one ‘has forgotten that ac-

cess to education was one of the -
rallying cries of the revolution. “It’s
still Mugabe’s policy to put every
kid through secondary school,” says
Valerle Leach, a social statistician.
“From everything I've séen, he’s not
backing off that promise at all.” 0.
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Vlctims of the South Afru:an raid.

Early o the morning "of Decem-

ber 9, South African troops invaded

=Lesothu s capital city of Maseru and
" murdered 42 people in their homes.
Lesotho police reported that thirty
South African exiles were killed in

the raid along with twelve Lesotho,

titizeng, including five women and
-two children.

" The Lesotho raid came leas thana
day after Pretoria had reaffirmed its
.belief that attacks on frontline

" states were justified by South Afri-

~'ca’s “responsibility” for maintain-
ing stability in southern Africa.
This is a belief that Pretoria now
clalms is endorsed in Washzngton
‘Certainly, if the increasing tempo
of these raids is any measure,
South Africa has not felt. any sus-
tained pressure from the Reagan
admmmtratlon to halt ‘attacks on

frontline states. In the last two -

-

years Pretoria’s troops have formed
a virtual army of occupation in

southern Angola, raided Mozam-

bique on humerous occasions, assas-
sinated members of the African Na-
tional Congress in almost all the
frontline states, and committed
countless other overt attacks
against neighboring countries. Most
recently, just before the Lesotho
raid, the Mozambican government
reported a "massive concentration
of troops angd military equipment”
on the Mozambican frontier and the
Angolan govérnment has reported
an increase in. South African
attacks in southern Angola. .

The South African forces that hit
Lesotho apparently had detailed in-
formation and a clear plan laying
out which residences to attack.

They struck simultaneously in five - =
separate neighborhoods. According
to a report ‘in the New York Times -
the day of the massacre, the 2000- .
member Lesotho armed forces could:

offer little or no resistance dumng L

the attack.
In one building six separata

apartments were hit arid one exile -

who jumped from his window to es- .
cape, broke his leg and was shot to
death in the street. A small cinder-
block house just outside Maseru had’
two of its three rooms completely
blasted away, while in the third lay
the bodies of eight men Kkilled in the
raid.. One South African exilg
named Mathebatha Sexwale fired
several shots at the South Africari

troops before escaping out the back
of his house with his wife, but for .

v
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the most part reports from Lesotho
indicate that few of the. victims, sur-

"+ prised in their sleep, were able to
“offer much rebistance. - .~ » ;-

..~ Gengeral Constand VllJoen, the
~head :¢f the Sputh African armed

sV

et provoked by mtelhgence infor-
tion indicating "a: ‘

outh

jerning. Basuto National Par-
mantly re;ected these
‘es by saying These people
mi‘ugaes We ﬂon t allow
\tgrrorists 2
- The Lesotho governmenz Iater
again confirmed that all the vietims
‘were refugees and noted that all the
. refugees were registered with the
%, "United Nations and mth the Leso-
-7 x'tho government,
"7 . 'The African Natmnal Congress
far its part charged that the Lesotho
‘“faid "marks a new high point in this

- regime’s campaign of terror against

_ _‘the peoples of southern Africa.”
BT Whlle the ANC did not deny that
" " “members of the organization were
_kllled in. the raid, it argued that

o "The utterly false claims put out by
P the racmt General Constand Vlljoen

THE QUES TION OF
“ZAIRE"'/ CONGO

The History of me 1977—73 U

L " The frue siory of ?hé.Congo (Zaire)
. uprisings of 1977 @ihd 1978 toid by

. the Col mumw of the organizo-

- tion e peopie’ s Wiy

=

1«3‘ 2 Scn Francisco, CA G4

I_v the Congolese National Liberation Front

- Poidadvertisement < T L

" forces, asserted that the attack had -

{raingd terrorists” l;ad entéred Les-
hio -with orders to assassinate the
ers of Transkei and Ciskei, two ™ .
black’ bantustans in South Africa.
aehich ﬂmaparthmd regime hastn- . *
fully, attempted to présent to ..a
iable- mdeileli;lent'-‘_;

So
.‘M&erle the' Ecretary of

" tary: headquarters Wwill not save the

aparthieid regime from'the conse-
quences of th1s coldblnoded
massacre '

i tntematwnal Response

‘The United Nations Security

- Council unanimoiisly passed a reso-

"‘.15\’1.-‘-.

. atg
~ judgement of the attack” . "

'Week aftér'the at

lution condemning the raid as a vio-,
lation of Lesotho’s soverdignty a
But, the Se-

lty Courcil vot

that) the residerices of our:; people in .
- the suburbs of Maseru weré mili-

[

ea:ﬁaésed only:

r the United States successfilly

lob?iled to -have the ‘word. “unpro-
voked” ‘deleted.from the resolution,
ing that it was “a one- -sided

This: US. stance was in keepmg_-

~with the Reagan ‘administration’s

‘general policy of conciliation to~

wards South Africa. While the State

‘Department issued a: general state-
ment condemning the raid on the =~

day. of attack, it refﬁ;sed to reveal
the details of its

South' Africa over the invasion, and

* gaid the raid had to:be seen “in the
context” of escalatmg v1olence in]

- the region.

. Monroe Doctrine

- for its part was not nearly as reti- -
-¢ent in expressing ith View of the

The South ‘African’ government.

tl??s was. hﬂldmg heamngsl.on Pre~

'f:;j:créias destabilizatioiy’ efforts in-
“southern Africa. The raid also came

‘only 24 hours after South Africa

held a round of secret talks on Nam-
ibia with Angolan ofﬁc:als in Cape
Verde.

The South Africans are ng dopbt
worried by the growing' strength of
the ANC within South Africa. ANC

. actions ‘now occur throughout the

country, from nortzhern Natal in'the

-east to Cape Town in the west "[sqe

re}ajed artlcle] And Pretoria dg"
clearly intent on limiting any form
‘of frontline state ‘support for the lib-
eratioh  struggle, ‘even. when such
sugport consists only of prov1d1ng :
housmg for refug‘ees

While the frontline states reaf-
ﬁrmed their support for the struggle

_inside Serith Africa; the recent raid

does serve as a.painful reminder:
that as long as the apartheid regime -
‘subvives, all these. states are poten-

g mally vulnerable to attack;

latest phase of American-South Af-
. tiean relations. A state radio com-

mentary, broadcast the morning be-

fore the raid, described a “joint

commitment”™ w1th the Reagan ad-
ministration to “a Monroe Doctrine
for the region” which accepted

“South Africa’s “special responsibil-

ity” for maintaining stability in
southern Africa. The broadcast com-
pared South Afrita’s role to that of

stability” il Central America.

 Perhaps coincidentally, the tim--

ing of the Lesotho raid served to

: underscore Pretoria’s belief in its

‘the United States in “maintaining -

“special responmb;hty,” as well as
its commitment to the use of might -

wherever necessary to achieve its

goals. The: invasion came the same -
- day that the United Nations Gener-

al Assembly was holding its annual

debate on sanctions against South -
_ Africa and also on the same day

that the US House of Representa-

changes with *

“That South Africa’s neighbora 'are -
aware of their‘yulnerability was

. graphically illustrated just one

week after the Lesotho massacre-
when Swaziland rounded up over 25
ANC membets in a pre-dawn crack-:
down on South African refugees:
The Swazi government has Jong !
been a strong supporter of the ANC .

_ and denied any connection between .

the Lesotho raid and the detentions.
Journalists on the scene, however,
immediately linked the crackdowr .
to. government fears of a-Lesotho:
type dction.

The ANC for its part, has pledged
that “This massacre will surely fail :
in its intentions of stopping the
struggle in South Africa, of terros-

© izing us inte submission, and ef-

‘compelhng Lesotho and other states
in the region to abandon their prin,

‘cipled position of opposition to the

apartheid system. The supreme
sacrifice paid by the peoples of

-southern Africa today will spur the

African National Congress to re-
double its offensive for the destruc~

* tion of the apartheid regime.”

‘Nine days later, four bombs went -
off at the site of the Koeberg nuclear”
power plant construction site in the
western Cape in an action which the -
ANC cited as "a tribute to our fallen
comrades.” WH[] .
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“.'busy man. As president of the Afri-
. can National Congress of South
Africa (ANC), the oldest African
liberation movement on the conti-
© nent, he has guided the organiza-
. tlun‘t.hruugh the difficult transition
- from - above-ground mass’ “political
- organization to an underground
arméd national liberatmn move-
hea’ﬁquartered in Lusaka

Zairlbta Over the years he has .
.iogged countless millions of milésin - -
of the: liberation of his coun--

managing the growth of the

izene i
nid mxhtary force \it is' today,

] support for.the struggle, and
ng-abreast of important devel-
ta jnside the country and
amund'ﬁhe world.
‘He’s ot easy to get held of. In ]ate
. Noyember Tambo came to the Unit-
ed States to address the United
National General Assembly during
its fall debate on apartheid. The
d::gssed the African Studies Associ-
~ ation meeting in early November
and met-with a number of American
_pelitical figures—including US Sen-
ator and sometimes Presidential
candidate Ted Kennedy. Southern

. Africa caught up to Tambo literally -

“on his way to the airport for the
- QAU cotiference. And in an exclusw
ive interview he castigated. the.
Réagan administration’s creeping
. “'constructive engagement’, alliance

with the apartheid regime, dis-
missed the white government's “re-
forms"” as illusory, and talked about
- the role of the US solidarity move-
ment.

Recent talk of reform in South
Africa, the ANC President ex-
pIalned has to be seen in the con-
text of thé growing pressure on
apartheid from within the country.
“The movement for the overthrow of
aparthieid has grown very powerful
and the reglme has failed to sup-

Oliver Tambo is an incredibly

Cand Jﬁ ‘armed wing Umkhonto
to the formidable politi- .

jng and consolldatmg interna-"

. Qliver Tambo makes a poml during his address to the Atrican Studles Association meetlng in
. Washington, D.C, . :

press the liberation stmggle," he
said. "The regime can see that

things are going to get worse rather
than better, so they are forced to
attempt to retreat. And that is why
they are tampering with_the consti-
tution and playing around with ra-
cist laws of Inng standing. It is
under pressure.’

The apartheid government re-
cently introduced proposals de-
signed to give the “colored” and
Indlag populations a subordinate
role in a much revised cabinet,

-while retaining white control over
the political system. These pro-

posals, said Tambo, have to be seen
“as attempts on the part of the
regime to weaken the forces for
change, to plant divisions among
the ranks of the oppressed and to try
and win over to the racist circles a

--An lntervrew wuth Ollver Tambo

secti(in of the oppressed people
The Black people of South Africa; .
mcludmg so-called Africans, Indi =
ans and “coloreds,” will have noth- o
ing to do with these measures, Sald‘
Tamba. :

Despite the overwhelmmg reJec- e
tion of South African Prime Minis-~ ">

ter P W. Botha's alleged constitu-. .
tion reforms by "colored” and Indian .7

political leaders, Chester Crocksr, .

architect of the Reagan administra-;

tion's constructive engagement pol
icy, has used the propesals as eviv .

[ dence that his policy is working. i
"Crocker will learn soon enough,”
says Fambo, “that it is the power of

the people that is going to compel ;
change,” not any policy of construc— i
tive engagement.

This pressure for change ln.South L

Africa, Tambo elaborated, has to be

oy
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" states.
_ various countries has the endorse-
. ment and support of the Reagan

leen ‘as part of a process of chang‘e

.that has been taking place through-
‘otit. Africa for the last 25 yeats

during which every African country
-éxcept South Africa and Namibia-

- -has regained independence. "Noth-
; mg will step this process,” he-said.
“The ANC president was quick to
. pumt out, however, that while pres-
+..gurd-for fréedom was building on
‘the African continent such pressure ..

hats. not- béen forthcomitig from re-
¢cent ‘American administrations.

- “*The XInited ‘States policy of 5o-

c&llegl ‘constructive engagement’

- has nothing to-do- with” ‘any pres-
. 8upes the' aparthe:d regime is .fac-
B theid'hutxmstead of offering

he said, referring to the Amer—
policy of not -criticizing ‘apar-

Pretoria such “carrots” as loosenéd

* restrictions on exports of military
rélated. technology. “Constructive -

engagement is a term to cover US

. intervention in southern Africa on
* the side 6fracism,” Tambo said. -

S policy, Tambo noted, “has only

‘had the result of halting progress in

the negotiations for the indepen-
dence of Namibia, Yet we are told
that «in' order to secure progress

. South Africa must be hugged and
‘ embraced as an’ ally.” Constructive
‘engagement has not' produced the
independence of Namibia, he said,

“it_has resulted in the killing of

. - many more Namibian people who

. but for the intervention of the US
- 'would posmbly be mdependent
- today.

‘I‘he ANC also sees Washmgtons

-’hand encouraging South: Africa in

its aggression against the frontline
“The destabilization of

adminstration. The invasion of

- .Angola, the whole state of war that .
‘prevails in southern Africa in which
the South African regime is the’
" aggressor, all this is part of a coor-

dinated plan between the South

.African regime and the Reagan ad-

 ministration. We have no doubt

aboutthat,” he said.
- While Tambo in 1:.un'twularL has

worked hard to gain international

trade union support for workers in
South Africa, the ANC president

was’ also critical- of some Westem '

trade unions that provide financial

assistance to workers only on con-

‘ dition that workers confine them-
selves to purely labor questions. Aid
" that comes on the condition that
workers detach themselves from
anythmg'pohtmal he said, “is play- -
ing a hostile role, not justanegative.

role, a role calculated to keep our
people in a state of semi-slavery,
victims of ruthless exploitation.. .

. the conditions of the workers, no
matter how organized they are, will

never improve unless the workers
themselves are making the laws

that govern their condltmns of

work »

Workers Struggle
Pointing to the 1981 revisions of

‘ the Industrial Conciliation® Act
which provide for registration of -
Black trade unions, Tambo noted |

that before the act was passed
workers simply worked outside the
government’s legal structure. Al-
though strike actions were illegal,
Black workers did strike and were
very effective. “The act was passed
in” order to control the power of

Black workers, to brmg them under'
the control. of the law,” he said.’

- “This law is passed giving them the

‘nght to strike, but then other pro-
visions of the }aw especially affect- . .

- ing_registered trade unions, effect:.

ively take away the right to strike

Before the workers would improve:
even their warking conditions by
going on strike illegally in their

thousands-and the regime could do. -

nothing about it. Now, ‘because of .
this law Tambo pointed out, “it’s
going to take, in some cases, ¢igh-

" feen months to go on strike over a’

dispute. So that is killing strike -

action. The purpose of legislation is .

to keep you weak and you can.only

defeat it by fighting politically and

using your labor the achleve polltl-

cal power."
- The ANC gsees this workmg class '

'struggle ‘against economic exploita-
.tion-and for political power as of
“paramount importance, .
.South African context,” sald Tambo,

“the working class strugglé must
become part of the struggle. for na- -
tional liberation. The same worker

‘ who is pchtmaIly oppressed is also

R

oo
-
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o ebuhdnﬁca]]y exploited.” :
““In_South Africa,” he explained,

“the African people are virtually all
a wage earning population, part of
the prolétariat and thus it becomes

basic that working people, precisely -
; because they can organize as work-
ers, as a working class; engages in

eﬁ'ectwe political struggle.” -

- The ANC president went on to.
; note that it is these workers who
also form the basis of the armed
struggle. “We: don’t have much of a -

peasantry in South Africa,” ex-

.plained Tambo, "because-of the poli-

¢y of migrant. labor which brings

© | peasants-into town and sends them
‘back into the countryside. And so
- -the proletariat spills gver into.the
_‘countryside. The liberation struggle
’hasbeen gotiducted not by peasants,
I #le niormal sense of the term, but -
' by members of the proletariat ‘who
‘happen to be in the countryside be-
;*equse of the way the system works

in South Africa.”
v dn fact, conditions’ for armed

: B _»stmggle im South Africa are not
4 . easy, Tambo noted. “We don’t have
IR fplje__st_s in our country, we don’t have

1nacce531ble mountams, we dor't

have jungles, we don't eyen have
countries which have the capacity
to provide us with rear bases, as has
happened with virtually every other
liberation movement.” In spite of
these condltmns, and despite years
-of 'brutal repression and torture,
Tambo noted that the ANC has

maintained the support of the peo-

ple. The recent upayrge in ANC at-
tacks, he said, “is just a small
begmmng, a modest 'begmnmg g

' Enemy Casualiies
At -this peint in the struggie the

- ANC strategy, acgordmg to: Tambo,

“has_been to attack aymbols ‘of the
regime and of foreigh suppert for
“apartheid. For instance, late last
year guertillas attacked a Mobil Oil
refinery in northern Natal, and po-
lice stations and mlhtary bases
have frequently been targets of
ANC actions [see related artlcle in

T this issue].

But, says Tambo, the ANC at this

"~ time dellberately avoids actions

which involve ¢ivilian casualties.
“We are not fighting civilians, but of
course if they start fighting us we

L will fight them.” More common are

attacks such as the one in 1081
¥ against South African military
headduarters at Voortrekkerhoogte

just outside .of Pretoria. .Although -

N the. government suppressed all re-

" selective as mlght appear from re-
ports, at least in terms nf enemy
military personnel.”

For their part, the South Afrlcans
"have no qualms about attacking
refugees. and civilians not directly
sinvolved in: military actions. Pre-
toria’s troops invaded Lesotho. Iate
last year and killed over 40 refugees
' working there, even though by all

_!'

* independent accounts none of those

killed were involved in military ac-
tions against apartheid. ANC offi-
' cials in Zimbabwe, Mozambique,
and Swaziland have also fallen to
assassins’ bullets and bombs. :

Internationally .the movement’s
priority is the call for sanctions
against South Africa. "This year
has been the mternatwnal year of

§ ports about that attack, “it is- known :
that there were many casualties,”
he #aid. “We have not been quite as-

_sanctions, the year for mtematmna}
.mobilization for sanctions againgt -

South Africa. So efforts are ‘being .

made all the time to get sanctmns ‘.
enforced against South. Africa.”
‘Although American vetos of sanc-

tions resolutions at thé United
Nations have prevented Securlty
Council resolutions to that effeét,”
Tambo points out that this does ot

‘prevent the rest of the member

states of the United Nations from -

enforcing sanctions mdwxdually

and collectively. - k
The ANC. president also sees a-

. tremendous potential in the soh, :

darity movement within the US.

The priority for action by Ameri- . . j'

cans, says Tambo, “is to get the -

United States to pull out of this "+

out of this so-called constructive en-
gagement and dissolve its alhanm
with the South African racists.” ., -

“The ANC president also sees a
need for groups to enforce the
cultural boycott against South Afyi--
ca. "I think those fwho go to South
Africa] must be opposed and de- -
nounced all the time.” At the same =
time Tambo emphasized that the«
priority must be to work to mobilize
people to oppose US policy that
should be of immediate and con-

" stant concern. “All collaboratars,”
- he said, “from the adm:nlstratlon

downwards should be confronted.”
All Americans have a role in the
fight against apartheid, but the

"ANC president sees a special affinn -

ity between Black Americens and ",
Black South Africans. “There has -
always been a sense of sohdanty
across the Atlantic,” Tambo said.
“"The struggles here have mﬂuenced
the struggle in South Africa, and I‘
would think vice-versa. The strug:'
gles in the African continent have
encouraged Afro-Americans people. -
to insist on their civil rights and I -

.. suppoge that it is natural it should

be so, I'would say that with the Rea- -
gan administration entering into'an -
alliance with our enemies, who are

' racists, we certainly expect in South
. Africa that the solidarity between -
our people and the Black people in®

the United States is going to be .
stronger still. We cannot believe -

that these policies accord with the =

willof the people.” : R I B

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1983/SOUTHERN AFRICA 15




CULTURE =

From Harlem

new york city
winter poem
" hattie gossett

i wonder why it ia that harlem snow lasts longer than midtown anow?
its all the same snow isn’t it? :
or iz it? -
I really wonder cuz i have noticed when it snows real bad over
the weekend that by monday most 'of the snow is still on the
ground right where it fell in harlem

and if the temperature dreps down real low and the snow freezes over
and becomes a thick coating of glossy glassy ice the ice doesnt
go away by monday either

but its different in midtown

when you shiver off the subway from harlem on your way to work in
midtown on monday morninig wearing atl yourlayers of thermal
underwear tights sweater pants and your boots jackets scarves
coats hats and gloves suddenly you are like the country clod at
the fancy dress ball in the midst of all these people gliding
about with no hats gloves or boots with their fur coats hanging
open or no coats at all some of them and lots of the girls are
wearing opentoed stingbacked hiheeis and the boys are often
wearing soft shiny loafers

‘ and theres hardly any snow or ice on the ground except for a few

. isolated patches piled along the gutters and curbs so neatly

L . a8 to appear more like a plastic visual effect which canbe
ordered from a supply house listed in the yellow pages uhder
visuals comma winter wonderland ‘ .

and by wednesday in midtown its hard te remember that there was a big
snow storm that previous weekend cuz the visible evidence is
all gone

why do you think it is that hartem snow lasts longer than midtown
snow? . ‘ '

is it all the same snow?

" A woman about 1¢ be forceably resettled waits to be pi
on the most barren tand. This woman refused 10 move

does harlem get a more durable variety of snow thats been carefully
bred in special test tubes and guaranteed to last all winter
or double your money back?

it couldnt be that the city govt places more importance on keeping

the midtown streets clear than it does on keeping harlems Hattie Gossett’s work herstory: play-

streets clear? ' ground instructor waitress newspaper
oh no! reporter civil rights activist proofreader
. - assistant magazine editor junior high

it couldnt be that midtown merchants associations exert _ school teacher’s aid cleaning person pro-
pressures ori city govt in the form of more than genercus . gram developer and grant writer welfare

campaign contributions s? their areas are kept clean? . recipient college professor _woman’s

of course not! ‘ s right activist
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: Iagk people in South Africa are lorced to live
15 razed 1 the ground

1
g.

wi |

F or Hattie Gossett’s poetry write to:
Hattie Gossett

wild wimmin archives :

P.0O. Box 661

Lincointon Station

Harlem, N.Y. 10037

. ﬁ_— -----

LR

it couldn’t be that the merchants and the c1ty govt are bellmg
those of us that live in the'harlems of the city that they dont -~
care if our neighborhoods stayed snowed under and iced over all
winter we still better get to work on time? .

na no no its hothing like that you are always lookmg at the
negative side of things!

see what it ig is that barlem Sldewalks have a built in ﬁ'eezmg
gystem that al.ltomat:xazzallg.r switches on at the first sign.of - i
a snowflake : : :

and this s}deWalk freezing system is connected to the freezmg syst.em
hidden in the walls of most harlem bldgs and both freezing systems - .
are programmed to do away with a1l heat and hot water once the
temperature outside falls below 40 degrees farenheit

g0 when oid people and babies and young adults freeze to death
in their beds in the various harlems its not because their
landlords are failing to provide heat while continuing to
collect rents thereby being liable for pmsecutmn for fraund
and for murder by criminal neglect '

now there you go agam of course not!

see it has a lot to do with those theories about not coddlmg us
"poor and/or, colored folks

about not coddling us and not making thmgs too easy for us so that
we wont be denied the joys of pulling ourselves up by our bootstraps -

see if we had clear sidewalks and streets and heat and hot water
during winter we might get carried away and start thinking
we somebody and then next thing you krniow we would want.
solar powered air conditioning in the summer and anend to '

patriarchy and capitalism and racism and we would have a : ‘ 2 B )

3 day workweek and guaranteed lifetime income and respect for
the earth and an end to wars and we would have technology
motivated by human need and not greed and we would have free
education and healtheare and enough sumptuous food and
fabulous housing for everybody and individual nonoppressive
differences would be respected and nobody would be any better
than anybody else

and then bootstraps could go back to being just bootstraps

and then i could write more stuff about the sun and trees and peace '
and flowers instead of nearly always writing about things like the dtfferenceq
between harlem snow and midtown snow and pecple freezing to death while
_ other people are gliding about in open fur coats-and slingback hiheels and %ﬂ
" shiny loafers - .

Cupyright 1981 by Hattie (‘.nssm.t ‘
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_ Attacks Mark Growing
ANCStrength
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NEW smed

ANC guerrilla strikes in South Africa. S1gmﬁcantly, most recent Umkhonto We S1zwe attacks have come.
__against ecoriomic and military targets in the urban areas.

-

James Khatami

'On December 15 explosions
ripped through a power station in

-South Africa’s northern Transvaal,

‘caysing extensive damage to two
transformers and disrupting power

N supplles in the area. Three days
“later and 900 miles away, African

National Congress guerrillas struck

*again, this time setting off a series

‘James Khatami is a freelance
Jjournalist who lives in New York. He
has been a supporter of African lib-

‘eration struggles for many years.

L]

of four explosions inside South Af-

" riea's heavily-'guarded Koeberg nu-

clear power station in the western

" Cape. An ANC statement followmg

the blast at Koeberg said it was in-
tended as a tribute to their “fallen
heroes and imprisoned comrades.”

The attacks, carried. out only days
after the South African invasion of
Lesotho, were a clear indication of
the growing ability of the ANC to
operate throughout South Africa—
an ability confirmed in recent
months by three reports from wide-
iy divergent sources. A secret Cen-

tral Intelligence Agency report re-
leased to the press in mid-Novem- |
ber notes that the ANC is growing
in strength both politically and
militarily. The CIA’s conclusions
‘are echoed by the results of two re-
cent studies of ANC actions in the
white Republic, both of which con-
clude that ANC actions are occur-
ring with increasing frequency and .
effectiveness. :
The detailed CIA report; Whlch
was leaked to the Washington-
based lobbying organization Trans-
Africa, concludes that military
raids and acts of sabotage orgamzed ‘
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by the ANC are growi:ng? in number

firms that the so-called “moderate”
Black leadership in South Africa is
. losing popularity, while support for
both the ANC and the armed libera-
tion struggle is growing among
South Africa’s Black majority.
TransAfrica also released a
second document which states that
In response to the ANC’s increas-

. the South African government is
deliberately suppressing reports of
incidents of sabotage in order to
protect white morale. The second
document is a page from the April
15, 1982 National Intelligence
Daily, a secret daily summary of
intelligence information distributed

]

. commanders dvergeas.

from sources in Washington and
made them available to Africa News
contributing editor Charlie Cobb,
who, after;confirming the authentic-
ity of the report, wrote a front page
story for Africa News’ November 8
issue. Correspondents for the Wash-
- ington Post and the South African
" Rand Dagily Mail were also given ac-
.+ cess to the documents.
-, .~ The CIA report on the ANC starts
“with the founding of the group in
1912 and chronicles the history of
the ANC through its low point in
- the sixties—when many of its lead-
. ers were imprisoned—to the organi-
zation's resurgence after the mas-
sacres of protesting South African
students in Soweto in 1976. /
From 1980 to 1981, the AN
stepped up its sabotage campaign;
the number of major incidents for
~which the ANC’s military wing,
Umkhonto We Sizwe, was responsi-
ble rose from ten to forty, the study
reports. “On several occasions,
', bombs exploded simultaneously in
different parts of the country, indi-
cating improved efficiency and co-
ordination of the groiip’s operation.”
At the same time, according to
the CIA study, repressive security
measures by South Africa's white
~ authorities and the militarization of
Bouth African society “have dis-
. credited moderate Black leaders

and ifmpact. The report also con- -

ingly successful sabotage campaign, -

" by the CIA to senior government -
* officials in Washington and military

TransAfrica received the'pap'efs-' :

whe oppose. the ANC ... .Although

the ANC apparently does not yet
‘have an extensive underground po-

litical petwork inside South Africa,”
the report adds, “it is rapidly gain-
ing influence among Blacks, par-

ticularly "in- Iabor unions and stu-

dent movements.” _
" The growing effectiveness of the
ANC’s sabotage campaign and its
impact on South African life was
underlined in a recent article in the
South African Financial Mail that
proclaimed “insurgency in South
Africa appears to be becoming a
way of life.” :
The Financial Mail reported the
bombing of a Mobil Qil Corporation

fuel storage tank at-Mkuze in
northern Natal Province in early

November and noted it 'was the
fourth known sabotage of an oil
depot in 1982, and theé ninth time

since 1980 that oil targets have

been hit. The aim of the attacks on

. oil installations, the Mail adds, is to

underline South Africa’s depen-

“dence on oil imports and to mobilize
- support for sanctions against South

Africa. Qverall, according to the

Financial Mail's conservative es-;’
. timate, there were 21 major inci-

dents of sabotage in 1982.

A more detailed overview of the
ANC’s military operations was re-
cently prepared for the African

. Studies Association (ASA) con-

ference in Washington by Professor
Tem Lodge, a South African aca-
demic. Entitled “The African Na-
tional Congress in South Africa,
1976-1982; Guerrilla War and
Armed Propaganda,” Lodge’s essay

breaks dewn the ANC’s military

campaign into eight separate cate-
gories. These include: sabotage of
ratlway communications (33 inci-

dents); attacks on industrial instal-_
lations (25 incidents); assassina-

tions and attacks on individuals (35
incidents); fighting between police
or army units and insurgents (19
incidents); bombs .in city centers
and public buildings (15 incidents);
attacks on administrative buildings
{14 incidents), police stations (13
incidents) and military targets (3
incidents). .. - ‘

“To judge by its effects,” Lodge
observes, “the campaign does not

‘appear to have been inter_ui_eﬂ"ﬂ;o'._. "
inflict heavy loss of life.” Aside frgip
one attack on a police station in the ~ - -

 SOUTH AFRICA -

white working class suburb of '
Booysens near Johannesburg, : .

Lodge points out, there have been . "

no attacks on white residential

areas. “The ANC itself views the

armed struggle as still being at an

- embryonic stage,” he adds, “with. . -
_most of the guerrillas’ actions -

up to now being intended to create

political support rather than to

seriously injure the South African .-

state apparatus and economy.”

Casualty figures, according. to .

. Lodge’s estimate, include thirteen-

policemen, 3 people whom the ANC

would have regarded as collab--‘:uj
orators,  and 12 accidental civilian® -

deaths. In addition; says Lodge, the

ANC itself has lost 42 men, includ-

ing the 12 noncombatarits killed in. .. i

Matola outside Maputo in January ',

1981, as well as the victims of as-

sassinations by South African se- .
curity agents. Lodge's figures donot -
include the ANC members and sup-

porters killed in the recent South
African assault on’ Lesotho (see -

related article in this igsue}.

Lodge also noted a shift in the =

pattern of ANC attacks, with guer- -

rilla units active inside the country

for increasing periods of time. “In . .

his recent trial Thelle- Mogoerane

was found to have entered South "

Africa in April 1979 and between

then and his capture early this year . ~ -
[1982] to: have been involved .in.
three attacks on police stations as -
well as.the limpet mining of Capital -

Park power station,” Lodge said.

While pointing out that Mogoerane"
did leave the country several times, " :
Lodge also notes that during the -

three-year period, “he and his com- -
rades worked from an internal base.

which they had established on a
river island near Hammanskraal.

- The CIA also reports a shiff‘in | '

ANC activities, saying: "The ANC

is now attempting to establish a .
permanent presence in South-
Africa .. .Much of this effort ap- -
pears concentrated .in the Black =
+homelands, which, because of their

overcrowding and poverty and their
less efficient security police, may

eventually become staging areas for
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A rurally—based insurgency.”

With South Africa’s white rulers

refusing to dismantle the country’s

) aparthetd systern, both the CIA re-

-port and Lodge's paper predict an

- “escalation of ANC military opera-

| tiohs. B’lacks, the CIA report said,
are coming to believe that whites

S will not surrender exclusive politi-

cal power until “their lives, proper:

R ty, and security are threatened.” ‘
‘Meanwhile, Pretoria is likely to

1ntens1fy its efforts to destabilize

o neighboring Black-ruled nations, as
- well: as striking at ANC members
s and South African exiles in those

“‘cofntries. South Africa is already

- -deeply involved in supporting anti-
- government guerrilla movements in
‘Angola and Mozambique. In addi- .

‘tioni;"South African- security forces

have been involved in the assas-

sination of ANC members. ini Swazi-

land, Lesotho, Zimbabwe, Zambia

‘and Mozambique.

Pressure from South Afrlca ap-
parently resulted in a ‘émékdown by

" the government of ‘Swiziland on”

ANC members living there, when,
only days after’ the South African
raid of Lesotho, Swazi police ar-

rested’ nearly one hundred ANC
cadre. “What we gee is the begin- -

ning‘ of a Lebanon type of aggres-
gion,” says Johnstone Makatani, the
ANC observer at the United Na-
tions. “The next thing they hope to
do is to pressureé Lesotho to kick out
the ANC as was done to the PLO in
Lebanon.” But both Lesotho and
Swaziland are exceptionally vul-
nerable to South Afncan mtlmlda-

tion because of their geographlc
position, and ANC leaders predict

" that Pretoria will have much less

luck pressuring other southerf

African countnes that support the g
. ANC. -

The ever- escalatmg pattern of
South African repression and ag-
gression could be increasingly dan- -
gerous for US businesses in South-
Africa, warns the CIA. “US bus-
inessmen and diplomats could be
personally threatened, particularly
if Blacks believe—as many already

do—that the United States tacitly .- |

supports the policy of the South
African govemment T

Forget N ot
Our Sisters

‘An excellent new slide- show ‘on
women in South Africa. This resodrce
gives a clear picture of the role of Black
women i the struggle for South Africa -
today and why the struggle is necessary.
The slide-show provides a good introduc-
tion to apartheid and discusses US cor-.
porate support for racism in South‘
Afnca :

30 minutes - ‘ - :
Rents for $10 plus $5 postage )
Sells for $100

Order from: Barbara Brown
. 46 Waverly 8t.
" Brookliné, MA02146
b (617y738-5683 .
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Koeberg Blast:

South Africa’s Koeberg nuclear

power plant is among the most
-heavily guarded civil installations -

it the: world, Visitors must pass
through three security fences to en-
ter the plant, but are never allowed
near the reactor or adjacent build-
ings. Armed guards and dogs patrol
the perimeters.

.But Koeberg is more than _]ust a
- ,hlgh security power station in'a
" land facing insurrection: It stands-
. as-a symbol of the white minority -
regime’s industrial, economic, and

military strength: And, built by the
Frenech, fueled with Swiss uranium

. suppl_led by Americarn companies,
. and staffed by technicians trained

in American nuclear instailations

at the Argonne National Labora-

“tory in Illinos, Koeberg is also the

concrete expression of Western sup-
_ port for the apartheid system.

B0 it was all the more spectacular

whe_n the first bomb ripped through
the. facility the afternoon of Satur-

- d‘, v, December 18. Five hours later

second- blast rocked the reactor
site, followed by two other blasts
shortly thereafter.

In Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, offi- &

cials of the African National Con-

" gress confirmed that guerrillas of

the ANC's armed wing, Umkheonto
We Sizwe, had struck the as yet un-
completed reactor “in salute to our
fallen heroes,” a reference to the 42
South African and Lesotho citizens
alain dnrmg the bloody South Afri-

can invagion of the mountain king- -

dom’s ¢apital city, Maseru, Decem-
ber 9. The final Koeberg blast

-oecurred just before dawn on De-

. cember 19, the day the ANC buned

itsdead in Maseru
Koeberg was originally scheduled

-to commence operations last year,
but difficulties in obtaining fuel
‘reds have pushed the opening to
1984. An official from Escom, South

-Guerrlllas Hlt South Afrlcan Nuke

Africa’s state energy corporation,
said, that no nuclear material was
stored on site at the time of the
attack and that damage was limited
to equipment storage facilities.
But a spokesman for Framatome,
the French firm which built the re-
actor; claimed there was nuclear
fuel “on the site.” The South Afri-

“cans have refused to-comment- on

reports that the attack would
further delay the opening of South
Africa’s first nuclear reactor. Im-
mediately following the attack the
area was cordoned off and the gov-
ernment mounted a inassive, but so
far fruitless, search for the sabo-

~ teurs. The bombs apparently did not

release .any radiation from the
plant.
But what about next tims? It is a

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1983/SOUTHERN AFRICA 21

question very much on the mmds of (I
the residents of Cape Town, South " -
Africa’s second largest city that lies .
directly downwind Erom the Koe- S
berg site. -

- Cape Town cxt;zens were already’ 8
jittery about the neighboring nuke
after a' 1982 study predicted. hun:
dreds of thousands of deaths fromid:
Three Mile Island-style accident at
Koeberg. But the prospect of @ milis :
tary strike on the reactor affer it -
goes on line is even more unsettling.
ANC bombs ‘shattered more’. than :
brick at Koeberg Lo

By dawn on December 19, South‘ e
Afncan dreams of a “white Christ= "
mas” had become a vision of a 5 ;
clear nightmare for the new year..a -
year of struggle against apar-_ :
theld M.
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Draft Resister Jailed

_In early October, Billy Paddock_ was con-
victed by a court martial of refusing to serve
in the South African military. In the follow-
ing interview, conducted shortly before his
trial, the 31-year-old former theology stu-

“dent and literacy worker explains his re-
fusal to fulfill the two years of active service

required of all white South Afncan men.
For his refusal to serve, Paddock is now

serving a one-year sentence in Jail, at the

concluswn of whwh he will be discharged
“with ignominy” from the South African

Defence Forces.

by Jim Consedine

A paciﬁst stance is a common
form of conscientious objection
generally accepted by the au-
thorities in most Western coun-
tries. How is your positmn dif-
ferent?

I believe a universal pacifist

-gtance is impossible because we are

all involved in various forms of vio-
lence in many different aspects of
our lives. Violence is not just a
physical encounter between two or
more people. It is built into struc-
ture. It concerns the way we deal
with our environment. The mere
fact of paying taxes is a form of sup-
portmg violence because they go to

- Father Jim Consedine is a Roman
Catholic priest and prison chaplin

who lives in Christchurch, New Zea-.

land. Father Consedine interviewed
Billy Paddock in late August 1982.

the police, the army, and to the

~ government in South Africa which

have created and contihue to main-
tain a law system built on institu-
tional violence.

My attitude to viclence is that I
abhor violence, but I accept that
people come into conflict situations
which cause viglence. Within South
Africa at this point, I believe violent
revolution is inevitable. While I
personally, at this stage, cannot
take up arms, I nevertheless sup-

port the overall goal of freedom that -

the liberation movements are striv-
ing for. And I réspect the choice of
those who have had to make the

~ agonizing choice of taking up arms.

For myself, because the whole
system is unjust and oppressive, I
refuse to do national service which

is there to protect and uphold the

status quo.

So you cannot accept a universal
paclﬁst polltlon and you also
cannot in conscience serve in the
South African Defense Force
(SADF).

" Billy Paddock

Corréct. I cannet serve in the
SADF because then I would be tak-
ing sides with the oppressors, and
Christ calls us to take the side of the
poor and oppressed. I also believe
that because the undeclared war
that South Africa has been waging -
for the past few years against
SWAPO of Namibia and the ANC of
South Africa is unjustified, I cannot
take up arms against them. As a
Christian therefore it iz not permis-
sible for me to join the army.

What do you think of South
Africa’s claim that their forces
are merely fighting the extension
of communism in southern Af-
rica and that the ANC and
SWAPO are commlttlng ter-
rorism?

That is Government propaganda.
Churchill wasn’t labelled a com-
munist in World War II when he
fought alongside of and received

‘help from-the Soviet Union. ANC

and SWAPQ were initially refused
help from Western nations, and only
then did they turn to the Eastern
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bloc countries for help. It is under
the guise of this communist bogey
that South Africa is destabilizing
the bordering scuthern African
countries of Mozamblque, Angola,
and Zimbabwe, and forcing them to
become economically dependent on

_South Africa.

_What sort of support‘ have you
received for your stand from
your family and your Church?

I have received very little support
from either my family or the official
Church. The support from the

Church has mainly been that they

would pray for me, and in doing so0
they are accepting that it is up to
the individual’s conscience whether
“fight of not fight in the SADF.
ut from the true Church, which is

the believing and acting people of -

God, I have received a great deal of
moral. and material support,

It would seem to the casusl ob-

server to be a lot easier for you

simply to leave the country. Why
don’t you leave?

1 love South Africa. I Iove its

. people. I believe I can contribute

-mo¥e to South Africa from within
thé-country than from outside. I be-

lieve the struggle for liberation -

must be waged though from both
fronts—from within and from out-
sula the country. I respect those who

to go into exile to carry on
the struggle there. I feel that my
best contribution can come from
within, and I do not believe the solu-
. tlon for me. is to leave the country.

How are you feeling with the .
prospect of jail looming larger -

every day?

/
Nervous, apprehenswe, qulte :

afraid.

But you still plan to go through
with i#?

Yes I'will definitely go through
with it. I have no other option. The
fact that it is inevitable that I will

be found guilty is an example of the -

kind of laws which govern this
country, which make no provision

for a person’s conscience. The irony -
of it ig. that they ask you to swear

the oath.and accept.Géd’s'vkord_ as
binding on your conscience and then

Jpunish someone for doing just that.

They acknowledge the supremacy of
God, both in the Constitution of the
country and
yet my whole court'case is about my

right to observe the suprerﬁacy of

e court of law, and -

God and God’s law,

"+ But believe me, I am at
Wlth myself and the pOSlthD I have
taken :

In Pretoria, October 4, 1982 Blliy
Paddock received 12 months xmpris-

onment.

“An - excellent
" dealing with rural

' Development in Uganda.”

f

RURAL AFRICANA |

Mehretu and David Wiley.”

-disciplinary perspective” -

“Timely in: the topics covered and very use-
ful in both my teachmg and research’™

Past issues have focused on development problems and prospects
agricultural éxtension, employment and labor, land use, rural
women, geography, education, politics, national yout!g schemes, ’
law, popitlation and family planning, ethnohistory, library and in-
- formation services. Recentissues: “Local Leadership in Kenya,”
" “Rural Health Problems in Africa,” and “Rehabilitation and Rural .

YEAR'S SUBSCRIFTION (3 issues per annum):
stitutions, $8 individuals (Africa), $10 institutions (Africa); $15 added on
for overseas airmail. Please prepay; make checks payable to Michigen State
University. Order from Bookkeeper, African Studies Center, 100 lnter-
national Cenfer, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI 48824 1035.

-

A journal of multidiscipliuary

development and agricultural B SR
issues. Edited by Assefa ; ‘

resource  for individual§
development from a multi-

Dennis M. Warren o “ o
lowa State University : Do

Bob J. Walter '
Ohlo Univers:ty.

$12 individuals, $18 in-

. paid advibtiserwerit |-

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1983/SOUTHERN AFRICA 23 |

.-



South Afrlca Searches For An
lnternal Settlement

lee the Reagan Administration

. _an'A for persistence in it Namibia

pohcy And an F for effectiveness.

. ‘P'wo years after proclaiming that
constructwe -engagement” would
bring South Africa around to ac-

... cepting: Namibian - mdependence

- the -US has succeeded only in pro-

viding a facade of diplomatic
" aetivity behind which South Africa
- Has ‘been protected from more de-
" cigive-international penalties for its

" contipued ‘occupation of Namibia

_and its bald defiance of UN resolu-
tmns As the US initiative has

‘ ‘1gnguished during the final months

of 1982, a new flurry of diplomatic
- agtivity has muffled the resounding
. failure of a policy that had boldly
prom;sed Namibian independence
'in 1982,

.. v’ Viee President George Bush jet-
.. ted ardund the continent for a week

n November, bravely speaking up
for U8 policy.linking the withdraw- *
- 'a¥of Cuban troops from Angola with
‘independence for Namibia. The pol-

"~ iey was repudiated by all of Bush’s
hosts, including such staunch’allies

as ‘President Daniel arap Moi of
Kenya, and was unanimously con-

- defmed by 81 African heads of state

W

A “who ‘met in Tripoli, Libya in late

November. But State Department.

, - . Africa chief Chester Crocker insist-

;ed the policy was still making

" progress and reported that he had
. récently visited Moscow to discuss it -

with Soviet officials. Further signs
-of life for the US policies of “con-
~ structive engagement” and “link-

" “age” were suggested with reports of
" South African Foreign Minister Pik

Botha's visit to Washington and of

R high lével talks between Angola

-and South Africa in the Cape Verde
Tslands.

- . Conspicuously absent from all -
. th-ese reports, howevér, were the
~ people most directly concerned with

.campaign on the issue of ‘linkage.

the future of Namibia, the Nami-
bians themselves. As far as they are
concerned, SWAPO representative
Hinyangerwa Ashike told Southern
Africa, “"There are no negotiations

takmg place and there have been. .

none for several months since both
Washington and Pretoria decided to
Ashike pointed out that the concept
of linkage had been flatly rejected
by SWAPQ, by the frontline states,
by the African heads of state meet-

; ing in Tripoli, and finally, in mid-

December, by the UN General
Assembly. - )
The SWAPO representative also

" pointed out that the illusion of

diplomatic progress has diverted

attention from ominous develop- .

ments inside Namibia. "The situa-
tion on the ground remains criti-

"cal,” he explained. “South Africa

continues to structure its puppet in-
stitutions with the aim of trying

_to circumvent UN resolution 435

(which calls for a cease-fire,
elections and independence in
Namibia).”

New Intemal Structure
Proposed -

South African efforts to prov1de a
legitimate cover for their illegal
occupation of Namibia took a new
turn in late November when Prime

_ Minister P. W. Botha visited the

territory. Just two months earlier,

Botha had touched off a storm of .

controversy by declaring that the
internal structures imposed by
South Africa in 1978 needed a major
overhaul. .

“It has become necessary,” Botha
announced, “for the National As-
sembly to become more representa-
tive and also that a more effective

executive body has to be created.””

The statement signaled Pretoria’s
recognition that a government

headed by the Democratic Turn-
- halle Alliance (DTA) and its leader .

Dirk Mudge, a rich white fariier, -

could not be sold internationally as

a legitimate alternative to SWAPO.

Exactly what Botha had in mind to

replace the DTA was not specified.

But later discussions indicated Pre-

toria hoped to install a new interim
government headed by five “ethmc
representatives. .

The DTA was having none of it.
Mudge frothed about South African

meddling in Namibian affairs and -

proclaimed with a straight face that
the DTA would struggle as a “liber-
ation movement” against any new
interim government. He also scur-

ried off to Western Europe and’ the

US to lobby for support among

prominent conservatives m Cal-
ifornia and Texas.

By the time Botha arrwed in’
Namibia in November he had ap- -
parently realized that unilaterally
"dismissing a government described -
only a few vears ago as a- break—

through for democracy could pravea
public relations disaster. The U8
also reportedly signaled its dismay

" at the prospeéts of such a move by
‘South Africa while optimistic as-
_ sessments of the international nego--

tiations were still ﬂowmg out of

- Washington,

At the conclusion of his visit to‘

the Namibian capital,” Botha ah-

nounced that the term of the pres-
ent administration would be ex- .
tended unti! the end of February.
He also announced the appointment

of a new Administrator General, Dr.

Willie van Niekerk, a promment ‘
-member of the Broederbond the all-

male Afrikaner secret society to
which most South African leaders
belong.- :

By setting a February deadlme, '

South Africa has effectively handed
the US an ultimatum—deliver a
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déaf'by tfleh or we'll strike out on’
our owri! There are. various conflict-
ing theories of what Seuth Africa

ight do if no international settle- -
thent is redched. It has been sug-

.gested that they might try to stage
" some: sort of elections (of. course

. excluding SWAPO, which virtually
all observers cohsider the certain-

. “winner in any fair elections). Or it
-might simply dissolve the existing
‘structures and return full authority
to the new Administrator General,
‘In either case, the US dlplomatlc
lmtiatlve would be in even’ deeper
Tble Already France and Can-.
two of Washington's partners
in the Western “Contact Group,”
‘have voiced: their opposition to the
- “linkage”, approach. If they chose to
. withdraw from the process, “con-
structive engagement” would be ex-
posed as little more than a way of
helping South Africa stall for time.
As ‘southern Africa specialist

Gerald- Bender pomted 0ut in a
November column in The New York .

Times, “astute South African dip-
lomats have reduced Washington'’s
role to that of a well-trained seal”
In the unhkely évent that the US
does manage to reach an agreement

. with Angola on Cuban withdrawal,
"the trained seal act will hardly be

-

over. In recent months, South Africa

has reiterated its determination to

retain control of Walvis Bay,
Namibia's only port, regardless of
what happens tothe rest of the ter-
ritory. In fact, Pretoria announced
plans in late November to begin
construction of a new military base
in the port city in 1984. And South
African officials have iridicated that

the Reagan administration is pre- -

pared to back them on this position.

' SWAPO, on the other hand, is not

about to accept permanent South
African control of Namibia’s only
port facilities,

“tempt to shif
. Namibia to the need for econemic

Already Namxbtan newnqpq ¥
are busy speculating what U8
icy will emerge next. In a frofit page
commentary, the' ‘conservativ
Windhoek Advertiser pre'
“The: US will stand firm on th
Cuban-linkage issue and will at-
attention away from

upliftment in Africa ..., Allinall .
then, this suggests that UN Secur- .,
ity Council Resolution 435 is now:: -
almost deﬁmtely history. Whtch
frankly, is not really news to us.” L
‘Nor, should that prove to be the
case, would it be news to SWAPO. - -
“In the event the contact group .
fails,” Asghike said, “we will be left  ~
with no otlier alternative than toge.
back to the UN. And meanwlula, in s
the face of no progress in the nego-". "
tiations and continued brutality by
South Africa, the people of Namibia . -
will contmue their armed liberation’
stmggle A.M@“-

. Nzongola-Ntalaja on Zaire
Makidi-ku-Ntima on Angola’
Gitbert Mudenda on-Zambia

Thomas Aidoo on Ghana

Mqr];ene Dixon on.

Shuthern ‘Africa in the World Today

- Cantempomry Marsism is a journal of the Institute for the Study of Labor and Economic Crisis; Published twice yearly,
-Subscriptions: 1 year $8, 2 years §15. Add $2 per year 'for mailing outside U.8. Single copies $5. Make checks payable
to: SYNTHESIS PUBLICATIONS, P.O. Box 40099, Dept, 94, San Francisco, CA 94140,

Bcrnard Magubane on South Africa

. Peter Waterman on Pmletarlamzatmn

-..;PROLETARIAN ZATION
oo CLASS STRUGGLE

'Guest Edltors Bemard Magubane and Nzongola Ntala;a

Flrst of two |ssues on Africa

Wlth emphas;s on the revolutionary hope and upheaval of southern
Africa, these authors and activists take on the mest challenging *

CONTEMPORARY  §°
MARKISM 6_ .

FRK:A

issues posed by Adrica.today: nativnalism and clags struggle, socialist |7

construction and the legacy of neocolonialism, U.S. interventionism
and therole of transnational capital, class formation in the capitalist™ -
periphery, proletarian vs. petty bourgeois socialism, and more.

Subscribe now to rﬁake sure you receive both issues on Africa,
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Publications Received

AFRICAN NATIONAL CON-
GRESS OF SOUTH AFRICA; Re-
. cent Developments in South Africa
{1981-1982). New York: Observer
Mission to the United Nations (801
Second Ave., Room 405, New York,
NY 10017, 1982, 50 pp., $2. by
" mail, $1 in person, pb.

BOHNING, W.R. (ed.), Black
Migration to South Africa, A Selec-
tion of Policy Oriented Research.
Washington: International Labor
Office (1750 New York Ave. NW,
Washington DC 20006), 1981. 184
pp., $11.40 pb.

de BRANCA, AQUINO and WAL-
LERSTEIN, IMMANUEL (eds.};
The Africa Liberation Reader,
Volumes I, Il, and IIl. Connecticut:
Lawrence Hill and Co., U.S. Distri-
butors for Zed Press (5620 Riverside
Ave., Westport, CT 06880), 1982
 (Each Volume) 200 pp., $26.95 he,
$10.95ph.

CELL, JOHN W., The Highest Stage
of White Supremacy, The Origins of
Segregation in South Africe and the
American South. New York: Cam-
bridge University Press (32 East
57th St., New York, NY 10022),
1982, 320 pp., $8.95 pb.

DIKE, FATIMA, The First South
African (play). Washington DC:
Three Continents Press (suite 224,
1846 Connecticut Ave. NW, Wash-
ingtonn DC 20086), 1979. 44 pp.,
%5.00 pb. (Originally from Raven
. Press, South Africa).

JOHENNESSE, FHAZEL, The
Rainmaker & NEIL ALWIN WIL-
LIAMS, Just A Litile Stretch of
Road {poetry/fic.) Washington DC:
Three Continents Press (suite 224,
1346 Connecticut Ave. NW, Wash-
ington DC 20036), 1979. 134 pp.,
$8.00 pb. (Originally from Raven
Press, South Africal.

LACEY, MARIAN, Working for
Boroko, The Origins of a Coercive
Labour System in South Africa.

Washington DC: Three Continents

Press (auite 224, 1346 Connecticut
Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036},
1981. 442 pp., $25.00 pb. (Originally
from Raven Press, South Africa).

MARCUM, JOHN A., Education,
Race, and Social Change in South
Africa. New York: University of
California Press (50 East 42nd St.
Room 513, New York, NY 10017),
1982. 252 pp., $25.00 hc.

MDA, ZAKES, We Shall Sing For
The Fatherland and Other Plays.
Washington DC: Three Continents
Press {suite 224, 1346 Connecticut
Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036},
1979. 66 pp., $6.00 pb. (Originally
from Raven Press, South Africa).

MEKGOE, SHIMANE SOLLY,
Lindiwe (play). Washington DC:
Three Continents Press (suite 224,
1346 Connecticat Ave. NW, Wash-
ington DC 20036), 1978. 37 pp.,
$5.00 pb. (Originally from Raven
Press, South Africa).

MUTSWARIO, SOLOMON M,
Mapondera, Soldier of Zimbabuwe.
Washington DC: Three Continents
Press {suite 224, 1346 Connecticut
Ave. NW, Washington 20036), 1978.
134pp., $7.00 pb.
frm e

Southern Africa can use your help
in many aspects of producing the
magazine. If you are interested in
volunteering, please call 619-3314
between 11 am—4 pm Tuesday
through Friday.

" OTTAWAY, DAVID AND-MARINA,

Afrocommunism. New York: Holmes
and Meier Publishers, In¢. (30 Irving
Place, New York, NY 10003}, 1981.
237 pp., $12.50 pb. .

ROSBERG, CARL G., and JACKSON,
ROBERT H., Personal Rule in Black
Africa. Berkeley, California, 94720),
1982. 316 pp.. $9.95pb.

SCHMIDT, ELIZABETH, Compe-
ting for Power: An Analysis of Con:
flicting Interests in South African
Society, 1924-1948. Wisconsin: Afri-
can Studies Program, Occasional
Paper No. 11 (University of Wiscon-
gin, Madison, Wisconsin, 53706}, -
1982. 31 pp., no price listed.

WEBSTER, EDDIE (ed.), Essays in
Southern African Labour History.
Washington DC: Three Continents
Press (suite 224, 1346 Connecticut
Ave, NW, Washington DC 20036),
1978. 248 pp., $15.00 pb. (Originally
from Raven Press, South Africa). -

Closing date: 12/15
{Inclusion in this list does not pre-
clude later review.)
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 SOLIDARITY ACTIONS

Houstqn Flies the Frlendly
Skles .« . OF Apartheld

Wlth a Irttle help from their
frlends in Washington, and over the
"strong objections of local residents,
a South African Airways 747
touched down at Houston’s Inter-
continental Airport- on December 9
to begin regular weekly air service
between South Africa and the na-
tion's sun belt. The Houston route

represents a major expansion for’

the state-run airline, which was
previously limited to flights into
New York. Under terms of the two-
year extension granted by the Civil

Aeronautics Board (CAB), one of
South African Airway's five weekly

New York flights will riow land at
Pan American World Airways Ter-
minal B in Houston instead.
~ The April 1 South African request
received strong backing from the
State Department and Texas Sen-
ators John Tower and Lloyd Bent-
son. In a iettér to the CAB, trans-
portation official Matthew Scocozza
advised the board that “The Depart-
ment of State finds that there are no
foreign policy impediments” {o the
South African apphcatlon

But that view isn’t shared by the
community-based Southern Africa
Task Force, or by House Repre-

sentatnre Mlckey Leland, the only .

Black Texan in Congress. Leland,
who represents Houston’s predomi-
nantly Black inner city, termed the
South African request ‘a slap in the
face” of the nation’s Black com-
munity, and vowed to lead a fight in

the House to block the route ap-

plication. Meanwhile, the task
force, operating out of Leland’s of-

fice, began to build local opposition

among church, student, and. com-
munity organizations.

Yet on August 21, three of the

CAB’s five members voted to ap-
prove the South African route, and
the board later upheld their de-
cision after a formal challenge from

Leland, who argued that there were -

“compelling moral, legal, and
foreign policy considerations that
would have compelled the board to

- reverse:its order” granting the

apartheid airline landirig rights in
Houston.

On December 5, over a hundred
task force protesters marched from
the South African Airways office
downtown to the South African
consulate to protest the CAB de-

cision. The demonstrators also .
called for a boycott of Pan Am in

‘retaliation for leasing its facﬂmes.-;

. greet the inaugural flight on the

to the apartheid airline.
The task foree followed up. that
demonstration with a picket line to

ninth at Intercontinental -airport,
and a vigil in front of Pan Ams
ticket office. . .
Although the protesters falled to s
block the South African route ex-. -
tension, a South African Airways
representative, Al Fields, told
Houstori Post reporter Janet Elhot
that as a result of the difficulties .~
encountered in winning the Hous- -
ton route, the airline is plannmg no
additional ‘US expansion, ‘And
Beneva Nyamu, an organizer for
the task force, told Southern Africa
that the community would expand ~ - .
its anti-apartheid work to includeé = °
the shutdown of Houston’s ‘Sotith:
Africa consulate and city- invest:
ments in corporations operating in :
South Africa, as well as South
African Airways. As one opponent’
of the route extension, Dallas resi-

‘dent Gene Lantz, noted in an acer- -

bic letter to the CAB, Texas needed

no ties to South Africa. “Don’t we.~ '

have enough rac1sts here new?,”

he' '
asked. ‘

| Diiéstment Victo?rie'slning In NewYear |

'I‘he Massachusetts State legisla-

ture celebrated the new year by
handitig outgoing Governor Edward
King one final defeat. Ovérturning
his veto, it passed a comprehensive

dwestment bill requiring the state:

penswn fund to sell stocks and
; bonds in companies’ domg business
in South Africa. And in late Decem-
ber, Michigan Governor William
Mll]lken signed legislation requir-
~ing that gtate’s public education insti-

tutigngto sell all their investments in °

corporatmns operating m Seuth
Af‘rlca :

In the past few years state and
local governments have increasing-

ly become the focus for divestment -

efforts by new and broad-based coa-
litions opposed to apartheid; with
state governments in .Connecticut
and Nebraska as well as Massachu-
setts and Michigan passing bills re-
quiring some form of ‘divestment.
City governments across the coun-
try, including Philadelphia, Cam-
bridge, Berkeley, and Grand Rapids
have also adopted divestment reso-
lutions. The American Committee

on Africa (ACOA)" estimates _that-

‘legislators active in the campaign

state and municipal legislation -
passed.in 1982 will force the with- -
drawal of up to $300 million in-
public-funds from companies domg. ‘
business in South Africa. :
The Massachusetts law, whmh"
ACQOA Executive Director Jennifer
Davis termed a “model” for otheér : :
divestment legislation, was the re- .’
sult of a campaign spearheaded by .
Mass. Divest, a coalition of local.
organizations, which included:
churches, labor unions, and student;
and community groups.-Among thi
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SOLDARITY ACTIONS

were State Representative Mel
King and State Senator Jack Back-
man, who sponsored the legislation.
The. state legislature originally
approved the divestment legislation
in late 1982, but Governor King
vetoed the measure. The bill be-
came law when the legislature
easily mustered the necessary two-
thirds majority to override the veto.

-The South African government
and a number of major corporations
with investments in South Africa
worked hard to oppese the legisla-
tion, Ford Motor Company, with
more than $210 miliion invested in
Scuth Africa, sent a lobbyist to
Massachusetts in an attempt to
scuttle the bill.

Ford also sent a lobbyist to

‘Lansing, Michigan in a drive to

persuade legislators there not to

"pass divestment legislation. Legis-

lators in Michigan received letters,
hone calls, and even visits from
yuth African government lobbyists
as part of Pretoria’s effort to stop
the divestment legislation.

‘Many colleges, church groups,

" labor é6rganizations and other
bodies' have turned to divestment

legislation in recent years as con-
tinued US corporate involvement in

South Africa has been shown to

bring about little change. No less an
authority than the South African
Reserve Bank affirmed this trend in
December, when the government
institution reported that, partially
as a result of political pressure,
“many institutions have begun to
give preference to short and
medium term investments, rather
than those of a more permanent
nature.” Dr. Ernie van der Merwe,
head of the Reserve Bank’s balance
of payments section, said that in-
creasing political pressure on for-
eign companies to limit their invest-
ments in South Africa had con-
tributed to a change in investment
patterns.

According to ACOA, divestment
bills are scheduled to be introduced
in Minnesota, Kansas, California,

- Oregon, Michigan, and Texas in the

coming year, as well as the cities of
Minneapolis and St. Paul. O

Washington Lobby
Marks Anniversary

Washmgfon Office an Africa Executive Director Jean Sindab shakes hands with ANC President

Qtfiver Tambo,

On November 6, 1982, the Wash-
ington Office on Africa marked its

“tenth year of struggle with an event

at the Capital Hilton hotel in
Washington, D.C. The veteran
church and labor-sponsored lobby
was founded' at the height of the
Nixon administration’s so-called
“tar baby option” policy of support
for the white minority regimes, and
the Washington Office has figured
prominently in major anti-apar-
theid and liberation support cam-
paigns aimed at Capitol Hill ever
since—the drive to end the impor-
tation of Rhodesian chrome and end

covert US intervention in Angola

among them.

SWAPO United Nations Observer
Theo Ben-Gurirab and former WOA
head Ted Lockwood were among the
featured speakers at the Hilton
fundraiser, with cultural perform-
ances by several local dance and
musical groups, including the leg-
endary a capella singing group,
Sweet Honey In the Rock.

Speaking to supporters at the
November fete, held in conjunction
with the African Studies Associa-
tion annual convention then under-
way at the Hilton, WOA Executive
Director Jean Sindab pointed out

that Nixon’s “tar baby” policy had
been reiricarnated as “constructive
engagement” under the Reagan
administration, and called for a new
drive to sever links between the.
United States and South Africa..
Nixon and his successors hadn't
stopped the liberation of Mozam- .
bique, Angola and Zimbabwe, she
declared, and a strong anti-apar-
theid movement could help speed
the liberation of Namibia and South

© Africa now.

As part of that effort, the Wash-
ington Office also announced that a
campaign to halt US nuclear col-
laboration with the apartheid re-
gime would begin in early Decem--
ber. The beginning of the anti-
nuclear campaign was timed to co-
incide with hearings on US ties to
South Africa, and with a bill to end
all US nuclear collaboration with
South Africa introduced by New
York Congressman Charles Rangel,
“Nuclear weapons in the hands of
the apartheid regime are a danger-
ous threat to the African continent
and the entire world,” Sindab said,
and she accused the Reagan admin-
istration of drarmatically expanding
US nuclear exports to the white
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- In late Novemher nver ﬁfl:y re- doﬂars worth of materi :d for = tration, The met w:th 10@!
searchers and activists from twelve = SWAPO. Closer to home, Pat-Kyle legislators, chuirch leaders; busines=
nations sat down to discuss ways to ' from Dayton, Ohio, explained how = people and, of course; the mayor.
fight corporate support for South  her _group collected women’s under- = According to Dumisani’ Kumalo,
Afrlcas contmued odcupation of - wedrte ‘send to SWAPO; and ACOA . ACOA representative at the At -
. then did research director Gail Hi " lanta events, a special reception for-
nething quite unusual—it took iled ¥ep activists was the highlight of the' :
aci‘-itm Delegations of conference ' .. Atlanta trip. “Thé trade union - -
citiiants flew to Atlanta, San - :  people were very actwely asking
ancmco, Minneapolis, Beston, provmg ﬂeclaratmns callmg for the .- everyone else to join and support,?
Montreal and Ottawa to speak with  political and economic isolation of.  divestment.” he said. . |
local civic leaders and activist South Africa and for actions aimed . Gther groups of conference partm-
groups, urging them to act in sup-  at forcmg corporations to cease all  ipants flew off to San anciacn
f liberation for Namibia. activities- in Namibia. Participants “Min#
placed a special emphasis on ast--
stepped-up'material aid for SWAPO  paced schedule of public meatmgs )
and urged greater exchange of in- - radio and television shows, private
formation between groups working  receptions, legislative sasam" anﬂ
in support of Namibian liberation. .  other actions,
p're_sentatives from ~ But the closing speeches in Wash- In Minneapolis the focus of thz
legates from Euro- ington were just the beginning for - visit was on legislative and ehnrch?

n, Canadian, and  many of tliaedelegates One groupof  actions. The entire group met with
i conference | ipants flew off im-  the Minneapolis city council; im~
mediately for a three-day visit to cluding mayor Donald Frasger. . .
,h_mdlbl ity of the free’  Atlanta, while others set out for = SWAPOQ representative Hinyan-

utterly cynical be-  speaking engagements in dlﬁ'erent gerwa Asheeke appeared on the -
nited States and the cities, local televison station and spoke
O powers in regard to In Atlanta the delegation wasthe  with reporters. Dag Hareide of the
Jformer UN Commis- guest of mayor Andrew Young, for- Namibia Association of Norw
.N_amlbla and Nobel mer US Ambassador to the United accompanied by Hovey, met mﬂ;
an MacBride in opening  Nations under the Carter adminis-  local labor leaders who pledged con:
: : ' tinued support for local divestment
legislation and discussed ways ih
which unions could more actively
support the struggle of the peoplﬂs- .
of southern Africa.

"The emphasis was on makmg
SWAPOQ the focus of actions around
Namibia,” said ACOA Execut:w;
Director Jennifer Davis in aumm:
up the conference. “We were tr
to make people more aware of
the struggle is about as well as v
they can do about it.” T

The people that conference
ipants spoke to in Minneapol
seemed to have already- picked
the act:on theme. “As a result of
visit,” said Davis, “the St. Paul and
Minneapolis City Councils and
Minnesota state legislature will al§
be discussing dwest.ment leglslatl,
in 1983."

ime from SWAPQ's UN
Theo. Ben-Guirirab, - con-
icipants sat down for
extensive discussion on
onomic collaboration
Africa in Namiisia and

"0m Europe detalled
fith trade unions to stop
n of Namibian urani-
ists from Holland per-
ay. exposing the Dutch
upport for South Af-
a speaker from. the
iation for Norway
w the tiny town of
‘8 population of g
ised over one: m11
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