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us Backs Huge Loan
" to Apartheid

- With strong support from the Umted
States, the Internationai Monetary "Fund
{IMF) is preparing to ride to the rescue of
South Africa’s faltering économy with a
$1.1 billion loan. If approved (which
appears a virtual certainty as long as the
US backs it), the loan would be the smgle
Targest IMF credit ever recewed by the
- wh:te minority reglme
" The pending loan was uneovered only
iait month, when the contents of a cable
to the US embassy in South Africa were
leaked to the Washmgton—based lobbying
group, TransAfrica, A decision by the
" Western-dominated IMF Board of Gow
£rnors is expected November 3, "
"‘The bulk of the loan—$68% million—
will ‘be used to shore up South Africe’s
saggmg balance of paymems position.
‘The rest -of the money is slated for a
thiree-year “‘economic stabilization’ pro-
© gram for the hmtl-pnessed white govern-
ment.
- The IMF practice of making loans to
- ‘South Africa has been controversial for
many years and the United Nations Gen-
:  eral Assembly has voted repeatedly to put
"~ .anend to it. The votes have been ignored.

N

Althqugh nominally a specialized agency

of the UN, the IMF is effectively con-

trolied by the US and other Western in- -

dustrialized countries, who also happen to
", beSouth Africa’s major trade partners.

Neévertheless, opponents of the applica:

tiort are gearing up for a stiff fight. Jeff
Bittle; a spokesman for the Washington-

. ‘based Certer for International Policy.
described the billion dollar request as “'a

" 'sobsidy for the South African army,” not-
mg‘ that!the loan would nearly equal the

over the last two years.

In Washington, TransAfrica ‘and the
Washington Office on Affica are coordin-
--ating a campaign to bring Congressional
" and international préssure t¢ bear, on the
- "Reagan administration to block the loan.

increase in South Africa’s military budget -

liberation movements are spearheading

" efforts to mobilize the nonaligned nations

and the **Africa Group’* gainst the South
African request Johnstone Makatini, UN
observer for the African National Con-

-, gress, denounced the proposed IMF ac-

tion, saying, **Such a loan would
encourage the Pretoria regime’s intran-
sigence and bell:gerence and facilitate its
program of repressmn inside South

‘Africa.”” Campaign organizers. have ‘ap-

pealed for support from local activists as

" well. Letters and telegrams of protest can

be sent to:

Treasury Secretary Donald '!‘ Regan
15th and Pennsylvania Ave. .
Washington, D.C, 20220

The Congressmna] Black Caucus
306 House Annex
Washington, D.C. 20515

Doad End In Namlbla

' Negotiations
'With.the US still calling the tune, nego-
tiations for a Namibia setilement re-

mained locked in the Reagan three-step—
one step sideways, two steps back—in

~ mid-October

In an. October 5 address at the United
Nations, Angolan Foreign Minister Paulo

" Jorge derided the US for ‘‘taking wishes

for reality.”” And he placed responsibility
for the stalled negotiations squarely with

US efforts to link a withdrawal of Cuban -

troops from Angola with the ques’uon of
Namibiah mdependence

Jorge pointed out that with as many as
5,000 South African troops already oper-
ating inside his country and with thou-
sands more missed near the border, the
American demand amounted to little less
than nancmal -suicide. And he blasted the

uUs “paranma on (the) question of

Cubans'' as **a gross interference in the

internal - affairs of an independent and

sovereign country.” Cuban froops are in
Angola at the invitation of the Angolan
government to help defend the couniry
against répeated South African attacks.

Theo-Ben Gurirab, SWAPQ's UN rep-
resentative arnid a key flgure in thé recent
talks, welcomed the Angolan statement.
Linkage, he said “‘just gives the South
Africans another excuse to stall. This
question of the Cubans has nothing to do
with Namlbla s independence what-
soever.’

-company,’

the tone of Jorge’s UN speech. But it gave
no indication that it was reconsidering its -
position in time for an October tour of
Africa by Vice President George Bush: In
fact, a report in the Rand Daily Mail’
contended that CIA Director William
Casey had discussed yet another possible
“linkage™’ with top-ranking South African
officials during a hush-hush visit to Pre-
toria in late September. The South Afri-
can paper reported that Casey had dis-
cussed exchanging a South African pledge
to redice attacks on neighboring states

_for 'a crackdown on anti-apartheid.activi-

ties in those states.

Connecticut Pressuré
Prompts Pullout

‘ General Electric has decided to seli its
stake in a planned.coal mine in South
Africa, partially as a result of pressure

~ from anti-apartheid activists in Connecti-

cut, The state of Connecticut passed a bill - '
requirinig divestment of state funds from
some companies involved in South Africa

- last June.

Southern Sphere Mmmg——a subsidiary
of Utah International, which is owned by
General Electric—announced in early
October that it will seli its stake in the
planned $138.6 million coal mine. And
according to the British Financial Times,
company officials in Johannesburg are
saying the decision to pull out of the mine,
located in the Kwazulu bantustan. was
influenced by anti-apartheid pressure in
Connecticut, where GE has its head-
quarters.

The coal mine investment, which was
announced last April, would have been
the largest new venture by any US com-
pany in South Africa in recent years.
General Electric officials said the decision
to withdraw from the mine will not affect
GE's other investments in South Africa.

**We are happy to see that some of our
pressure ‘has gotten through to the

the organizers workmg on divestment
legislation in Connecticut. But Hoﬂ'lm
also noted that GE still has substantial
investments in South Africa, *‘We're

. going to come back next year with a

stronger bill advocating total divest-
ment,” says Hoffman, “and GE's action
doesn’t lessen the need for complete
divestment.”

N . Atthe UN, meanwhile, the South African

-~ The US expressed dlsappomtmcm ‘at
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Washmgton Steps Up Harassme

of SWAPO

In the past few months Washmgmn has
given vent to its hostility towards the
Namibian liberation movement SWAPQ
by denying or delaying its members entry
into the United States and initiating a

- Justice Department mvestlgation mto,

SWAPQ's US office. Members of the Af-
. ricani National Congress of South Africa

have also “suddenly™ _encountered visa

difficulties.

- The libemnon movements maintain of-
fices in New York primarily to coordinate
their activities & the UN. Unlike most
diplomatic envoys, inchuding the South
Africans, liberation movement represent-
atives must zpplyfora new visa whenever
they leave the United States. Normally,

such visas have been routinely granted.

However. on five separate occasions this
year SWAPO UN observer Theo-Ben

Gurirab, akeyﬁgum:nwrmuNm'bﬁ

negotiations, has been stranded overseas

while US officials stalled on his visa ap-

plication.
Asumhrs:mauonocmtdlastlune

whenANCobserverJohnsmm
w:sstuckmﬂmtawhiietthSde
his réturn’ visa' When pressed for an ex-
planation by the ANC office in New York,
the US Mission 16 the United Nations said
telecumuamuonswnhthemm
section i Havana were ont. Yet Makatini
encountered no difficulty making three
lclephone calls 1o his New York office
ﬁ'mnHavamthatmday

Rengll’s ““Hk I.Ist”

Lendmg members ofthc south:m Af-
rican: liberation movements appear to be
high on a secret State Departmem list of
proscribed individuals and organizations,
compiled af the direction of National Se-
cuirity Adviser William P. Clark, L

In Jily, the Criminal Divicion of the In-
termal Security Section of the US Depart-
ment of Justice informed SWAPO's US
offick that they would conduct a **routine

' mspettion: of your books and reconds,
mmamdonbehlfdmfumm
notbehmiwdw anmspecnonofﬂmr-

respondence, memoraida, cables, tele.

gmnsandteletype messages as well as an
audit of all bookkeeping and financial
records relating to your activities on be-
Inlfofyourforesgn principal.”

The Federal action follows on the lleels

South Africanfinanced “‘Committee for a

Free Namibia" chalmSWAPOhedm '

its Federal registraton documents. The
suit accuses SWAPO of “‘engaging in

para-military actions aimed at seizing con-
trol of Namibia (South West Africa), a ter-
ritory of the Republic of South Africa.”
Carl Shipley and Marion Smoak, attor-
mysforandmmbersofthcoummmee
are registered Washington lobbyists for

"the South African-appointed Adminis-

tmtor—Genemi in Namibia, -

‘movements are presumably intend
_ furtherUSpobcyobjectlvesmﬂw

" of a civil suit against SWAPO filed by the

" ment would have the foresight at |

Reagan administration attempts to
and punish the southern African libe:

du ‘well to ponder the advice of ¥
Johnston president of Episcopal
men for South Africa, whe, pro
vmdactwe campaign, wrote:
thmk Mr. Shultz, that the State

look;ngahnadafewymandwant
very.minimum to deal correctly w
cials of the ANC of South Afica
SWAPO of Namibia: you will soon
to deal wuhﬂlemasrcpresentan.
ﬂxe;rtespectwesovemgns:am
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Rumblmgs at the Base

‘South Africa’s white Dutch Reformed
Churches, the moral bastions of apar-
theid, have met with a succession of
potentially devastating reverses this
year. Internal forces as well as those
closest to thém outside of the coun-
try have blasted these churches,
which were among the original framers -

of apartheid. Of the white Reformed

Churches, the Nederdmtsc Geerefor-
meerde Kerk (NGK) in particular, the
largest church in the country, has faced
repeated rebuffs for continuing to sup-
4@ port and theologically justify apartheid.
=" 'Im April, the NGK was rejected by its
““mother’’ Reformed Church in Holland
which considered only its racially separ-
ated Black “*daughter™ churches 3t
ceptable partners for dialogue on South
African issues. In June, it faced unpre-
cedented public rejection of apartheid
by 3 NGK clergy who called for one
united NGK open te all races. Then
came the strongest rejection. the white
Reformed Church has yet faced.

TirmOllanuﬂBndy

In August, at a meeting of the peneral

council of the World Alliance of Re-
formed Churches (WARC) in Ottawa,
the NGK and a smaller sister white
Reformed Church were thrown out of
the world body for the “heresy of
apartheid.”’ Then, to make matters
worse the Black Reformed minister who

~led the I'nttérly contested rejection -

effort. was made president of the world
Reformed body Dr. Allan Boesak, a
cokmed minister in the NGK's Col-
dmlghlﬂ'" charch, has in effect
beoomethcspmtuallﬂderofﬂlwhne
Afrikagers—a situation which many
will undoubtedly see as am incredibie
affront to their way of life.- B
_: "Politically,” says South African
: journalist Dumisani Kumalo, “‘these
happenings arc non-cvents.” Aparthéid

" both within and outside the NGK will
likely continue regandless of what reli-

-support it. Howcver, b_ecanse of the
‘unique position of the Reformed Church

in South African social and political life,
the eventual effect of these actions will
likely be nothing short of profolmd
Consider the following:

The NGK is clearly the most import-
ant church to the ruling white minority
in South Africa. Present since the be-
ginnings of European settlement, its

membership today comprises 40 percemt

of the total white population and 65
percent of the three million ruling Afri-
kaner minority. Chuich attendance
within the NGK is the highest of any
church in Sounth Africa. Hennie Serfon-
tein, noted Afrikaner journalist and
Reformed Church historian, calls the
Afrikaners the most “*visibly religious™

:white ‘group in the Protestant world;
ion and the chirch are oonsumﬂy‘

mt,erwovenmdailyhfe
'I'hcuemsocioscdmthecmmhm
even taken an active role in framing the

pattern of daily life in South Africa. The -

NGK set the stage for apartheid through
its own policies. It established sepamte
mission churches nnder its coatrol for

*coloreds,”” Indiams and Africans.

NGK Scminpars for Africans further d&i-

. vide Africans inmto five different tribal

groupings. While all Blacks are barred
from the white church, white ministers

Apartheid Church

day while retaining membership in and
!oyalties to the NGK. The white

“mother”” church also provides most of
their funding, deepemns thelr depcn—
dency. '

When Afrikaners came to power, in
1948, the government adopted a similar
system for the country-as a whole fol-
lowing years of lobbying by the NGK
leadership. “"After 1948, it was not
pecessary for the NGK to make political
pmnouncemts " said one Afrikaner
churchman, ‘*because the Govermrient

‘was faithfully executing mm

NGK’s own creation.™ In essence, the
apartheld regime ‘was created in the.
image of the NGK, hence the im-
portance of the action of the world

‘Reformed Church body.

As WARC's general council acted in
August, ““The white Afrikaans Re-
formed Churches of South Africa have
worked out in considerable detail both
the policy itself and the theological and

‘moral justification for the system.

well as a political policy.” The Mixed

‘Marriages Act, which prohibits inter-

racial masriages, and the Immorality
Act, which prohibits inter-racial sex,
*were introduced at the specific request
of the church,” notes Afrikaner histor-
ian Johan Muller. *The NGK sces itself .
as ministering to the sociopolitical in-
térest of the vol " meaning the

Wm'
'l‘hepte—emmmmmformm-
mmgthosemreusbo!hmmthe

church and throughout South Africabas
been the Broederbond, a- umque!y-:' :

to represent the mtcrcsls of a
struggling Afrikancr -middle-class

" against the overwhelming econpmic’

domination of the English capital. With-
12,000 members and more than 380 cells
across the country, the Broederbond

glouslmdemsayabwtnorthmwhn-

predomnmmmwkchurchuwthu

NOVM'IWMS -
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secret society has dominated Afrikaner
political life for almost 50 vears. Ser-
fontein notes that every. second NGK.

‘minisier. is a Broedérbond member as is’

almost ali of the church’s top leader-
ship. On the: Moderature, the NGK’s
**cabinet,”’ only one member is not.
Conversely, the Broederbond’'s thir-
teen-man executive includes two or
three Reformed ministers and has even
been headed by the Moderator of the
NGK,

The Broederbond executive also in-

cludes at least seven members of the
ruling ‘National Party, invariably its
leading figures. Thus, the church, the
‘state, and the Afrikaner secret society

are closely intertwined. In fact, the
NGK -has long been known as the '‘gov-
and most major
Afrikaner leaders belong to it. **The
NGK has always had a direct relation-
ship with the National Party,” accord-
ing to Muller. It is not unusyal to hear
political leaders justifying their political
arguments in Christian terms.

Church-Politics Link :
~**If you analyze the Prime Minister’s
speeches during the last two or three
years you will see that he often sounds
more like an Evangelist tha__n a p01|t1
ciaii,”’ said the new WARC president
Allan Boesak, **emphasizing all the time
that we are a.Christian’ nation and ap-
pealing to the underlying religiosity that
has.shaped and molded Afrikaner na-
tionalism. .
““Now that werld to which the Afri-
kanér was closest. .. has told him that
this will no longer wash. It is bound to

sion. within the Afrikaner community
. There. w:il be'a horrific clash be- .

have to care what the outside world
thinks or not, and those who do ”

Allan loonak

 Boesak, at ’SS the ymmgest Ieader of

world Reformism since its founder John
Calvin and the first from the Third
World, is a fierce yet' little-kown op-

ponent of apartheid. **It is the Reformed
tradition which fhas] been so effectively

and ruthlessly used to justify black op-

pression and white racism in South
Afnca." he told the WARC.

Black power is the answe'if to
the white power structure

Because of his new found promin-
ence, he 'was expected to bécome mod-
erator of the Colourgd Reformed
Church, known as. the Sendingkerk, at
its September Synod. But. conservative
white missionaries beat back the effort
to install Boesak. He is probably
best known to South Africans as the
leader of the Broederkring, a group of
anti-apartheid Black and white minis-

ters in the Black Reforimed Churches. -
The Broederkring belongs 1o the South

African Council of Churches and
. Boesak sits on SACC’'s executive
commlttcc

Despite his youth Boesak has long
cha{mptoned the struggle against apar-
theid and for Black empowerment, with
the church as his battlefield. His. writing
and speeches reflect the influence of the
Black Consciousness movement and he

also points to the impact of a six-month

period of theological.study in New
York. "I saw that Blacks there could be
confident and have a spontaneous atti-
tude toward whites bec;ause they ac-
cepted their blackness.” During doc-
toral studies in Holland he published a
book of essays on Black theology and a
comparative study of the ethics of Mar-
tin Luther King and Malcolm X.

" “‘Black Power is the answer to the = against it, still it-finds itself in a0

white power structuré,” Boesak told a
political meeting in1977. ‘It i$ the
answer to racism, degradation, huimilia-

tion, exploitation and alienation. ‘Black

power realizes that the race prob}cm is

* esséntially a white problem. But #t the

same time it is also a black probfer[l the
strongest. ally of the oppressor i§ the

" bring a crisis of conscience and confu-

!

% Jallized during the- period of the
tween those who say they no longer:

’and of the oppressed "
Boesak says that his radicalis

g8 of 1976, He notes ‘that t
Sendingkerk had become more
cuimi ting in the Synod of 1978,

thl:t\Synqd, the Sendingkerk b
gt:‘:.ayz{;,[ared apartheid heretical aﬁd
reconcilable with the Gospei,”
the same judgement passed b‘
WARC this August. This was fo
by ‘‘top level meetings betwee
-whité NGK and_the black churg
said Boesak, writing two year
‘t{which] revealed a still wideningr
almost all major issues facing the ¢
-in-South Africa today.” ;

Atrimnnefomd Churches

The Brcederkrmg, which he I;
was formed fargely through. the ¢
of the African Reformed Church,
formally as the NGK in Africa
TheNGKAﬁredtheﬁmtshotsmﬂu
gle against the racism of the °
church by declaring aparth i
Christian’’ in 1973, insisting, ¢
should obey god rather than:men
also repudiating armed struggle;
fellowing year, many of their i
helped form the rpederkring
with members from the ‘“‘colore
Indian Reformed Churches The
" posed tribal division within. the
instituted by the NGK and fought
united, nonracial Reformed churc

Boesak also fights apartheid by,
cating a4 united, nonracial Refor
Church. The response of the white;
to these efforts has been particyl
telling: **(They) said no to this.in 197
Boesak said recently, *“‘because ¢
integration would lead to social i
tion and then political integratiow ]
to the end of Afrikanerdom.™ "%

The WARC has urged the B
churches, already twice as largé
NGK in membership, to enite on a
racial basis, open to whites who repu
_apartheid.

While few doubt that the whlte chu
will do everything in its power to-
the pressures which have been buj

hostile and isolated situation in
tionaily. And at home; within the.

such blasphamy
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WOmen at,ihe Forefront of the Struggle

Wmme Mandela Speaks

by Corbln Seavers & 7
S

Nomzamo (She Who Strives) Winnie
Mandela:is one of South Africa’s most
persecuted citizens. For nineteen of the
last twenty years she ‘has been either
- under administrative restrictions ariin
prison. Since 1977 she has been forced
to live in a rémore mHage 200 miles
away from her home in Johannesbiirg.

" Ags her last name indicates, she isthe
wife of the country’s best known politi-
caf prisonér, Afncan Nananal Congress
léader Nelson Mandela; now serviig'a

. hfe sentence for an‘empnng to oﬂer-

" ihrow the Facist state.

* But as her first name correc:!y ré-
flects, she is a formidable apponéni'of
the apartheid government in her own
right, and has often been a force atthe
denter of anti-apartheid prore.stsé The
* government banished her to the idola-
tion of Brandfort after her dctive
supportaf student protesters'in the 1976
Soweto uprising. She is barred from
leaving the village, and confined to her
_ house from 6pm to 6am. Biit the attempt

16 crush her spirit has failed completely, -

" &s the following interview with Southern
Affica correspondent Corbin Seavers
mdmates

coulcl you commem on the mm

probiems Black women in SOuth Afrl-

ca taca?

“The Black woman’s pos1tmn in this
coumry is worse than anywhere ¢lse in
the world. The Black woman is op-
‘pressed by a racist regime and also
oppressed by her culture in the sense
that there are retrogressive parts of our
<ulture which relegate a woman to.a

'fg@sitio'n very inferior to that of a man."
)

y-she faces that kind of oppression.

Thirdly, she is legislated against by a -

‘faScist"regime that' 'de'clares her a-minor

i

Malcolm X.
‘that man.

* Carbin .S' eavers v:sned Samh Afnca fast |

June. He is an active solldamy worker
" in the US and member of the National
' Qlack Independent Political Pan‘yi

'by virtue of her skin. As a Black woman

_you are a nonentity, a nobody legally,

through.thé¢ white man's law.
As far as the liberation struggle is

-concerned, she has 10 play 2 major role.

It is she who. feels more than anyone
else the meaning of oppression. It is this
brutalized mother who gave birth to the
thousands of children who were shot to
death because. they did not want to
speak. an oppressor’s language [in the

" Soweto uprising in 1976). Such a mother
can only react by being in, the forefront
~of >the struggle.

What type of South Africa do you en-
vislon aﬂser the revolution?

We have been so oppressed for over
four hundred years that that question
will réally be decided by the people of
‘the day. It will be their right to choose
which government they want after we
have removed our yoke of oppression.
What we are copcerned with now is the
liberation of the Black man and woman.

Yes I am a great admirer of
I worshipped

N

Any future government will be a gov-

ernment of the people. If our future .

government is (0 be stable it will have to
be a form of governme,m whereby the
peoﬁle shall share the wealth of the
land. It will be a government that will

accommodate all inhabitants of this

land,

Even at this late stage in our history,
whe;‘e 1 personally have no room what-
soeyer for the white’ man, [ sull believe
thag{ our future constitution of this
country is the Freedom Charter of the

. Afncan National Cungress. There. can

be ;w government that can tule this

country peacefully, and accommodate'

the peoples of this land equaily without
that blueprint. It is a sacred document
1o us that -was drawn by the people of
this land. S0 we have no problems about
our future South Africa. We know what
we want. It is contained in the Freedom
Charter. o

. Do you think women's organizations

should play an active rote in the anti-

‘apartheld solidarity mavomm?

“They should be active in the sohdanty
movement bécause we gain our inspira-
tion from the solidarity that is expressed

by fellow sisters throughout the world. ~
We want to think of ourselves as part

of that international community, which
we are. We need those oTganizations
that identify with 'us, those organiza-
tions that realize we belong to this
family of man that is fighting for the
same thing. We need friends more than
ever before, especially now that we ate
nearing the climax in our struggle.”

- 'We don’t deceive ouiselves by think-
ing that the situation isn’t going. to be
worse. We know we are still going to
bury more of our children; our hushands
and our brothers. We need their moralé.
We need their support.

Have Black American political move- 5

ments influenced Black South Alrl-
cans in any. fashlon?

We have néver thought of the Black
American as a species that is separate
from us. To us the Black American is a
brother. As far as we are concerned in
the African National Congress every

effort by the Black American is an act -
by a fellow brother who is part, of the.
overall -striucture, the maclxmcry fo . .-
bring down the racist regime. 'ch may ;.

think what you do is of:litfie -egnse-
quence, but 1 cannot put inf:
morale, the inspiration we dr
that. Te us such actions are
ation of a struggle. that'is
internal here, it is international;y
our country back is not getting itsbatk
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just forus, lt is getting it foral! of us, for
all fellow Blacks. It's getiing back our
dignity. It is ‘getting back our honor.
That honor is that of the Black man in
this country, of the Black man in Africa,
of our fellow brot]wrs in America.

Has any singb Black American Iud a
special impact on you?

Yes. Iama: great admirer of Malcolm X.
.} worshipped that man I adm:r: h:m
greatly. ‘ .

What do you think ol Im Rmin
ndm!nlstntlun? - -

As faras we are c‘oncgmed it has been
" a tragedy to have a man like that at this
time of our struggle. One cannot ignore
thé fact that administrations such as his
take us one step back. If we were going
* to obtain our liberation tomorrow it will
: take another two days becaunse of a man
like Reagan. His policy on Africa is.
absolutely shocking. Not only in our
own struggle, but in the Middle East and
_otherareas itis absolutely abhorrent.

wmmuﬁmuam

Smce you have been here in the coun-
" try you must have noticed there is much
one caﬂnot understand about the Na-

tionalist [party] government. The things
me of the Afrikaner.

they do, such: as detention without trial,
are things one cannot expiain. One can
only specuiate. In my paiticular case 1
am aware of the fact that they wanted to
remove me from our ghetto, Soweto,
because of the uprising of 1976.

Fhis is the manner in which they deal
with political situations here. They find
scapegoats for: problems created by
them. So they say, ‘“The student upris-
ing could not have taken place if there
were no agitators. If there were no
communists the thirty thousand bantus

" would never say anything about their

hunger pangs. They wouldn’t realize
that they are not sharing in the wealth of
their own country. They have to.be told
so by communists and agitators.” This
is the mentality of the Afrikaner.
This was the same case with my being
sent here. I was supposed to have in-
cited students. I in fact literally set the
country alight, according to them. Now
such credit, if it was genuine, if it wasn™t
such a falsehood, would inflate one’s
ego. In this particular case twenty-two
million Blacks were rebelling apainist an.
un_nust and-immoral system. And to sug-
gest that they are in no way able to think
for themselves  when they rebel against

_ an unjust system is the most

:Whatdeyoudowilh moﬂ
time here?

I spend much of my time readj
the social conditions here ar
~that three quarters of my time: §
spent on community work. Th
-the usual social conditions yoi
any South African ghetto. T
extreme poverty, high unemplg
and the children are riddle.
diseases. And of course what g
conditions like these is the alco
lem coupled with violence, bl
and stab wounds. So I run an une
chmc here.
1 am compelied to operate fro
because I'can’t leave the house
of my house arrest. We at leas
to-get a few first aid materials to
me to run the clinic. A few frieni
come togethér, and they give us
¢cines. I-rum a soup kitchen for th
licre. They come from the ouf
farms, They have to walk dis
'twenty to thirty kilometers to
get their petisions and to.do thei
ping. There are not motels fo
people, so we cater for them.

B Wmnle uafnde-la'—}A‘_ Lifetime of Fighting

Because of her consistent and cour-
ageous resistance to apartheid, Winnie
Mandela has spent nearly half of her life
. undeér arrest or restricted: by *‘banning
" orders,” a particularly vicious form of
house arrest, knowing freedom for only
ten. of the last twenty years. Still under
highly ‘restrictive conditions today, she
contifives to defy the rule of apartheid.
She- has :been a leading member .of the
African. National Congress, since she
joined the protests against the pass laws
as a2 member of the ANC Women's

League in 1958,

" Though she was first ‘amsted and de-.'

. taiied that same year, she continued to
. publicly. organize resistance to white
“mipority ‘rule until herbannmg in 1963,
" Fach year after 1963 the government in-
fcreased the restrictions. attached to. her
-“.-brmnmg until 1969 when she was arrested

stained: for 491 days, most of whlch

'was' épent m solitary conﬂnement AI—' '

though acquitted of charges under the
Suppression of Communism 'Act, she later
testified that she was tortured during her
detention. '

" Shortly aftér her release, she was
banned again and restricted to @rlando
Village in Soweto. Freed for ten months
in 1975, she helped establish a- Black

- woman's federation and later the Black

Parent’s Assocnanon which played:a lead-
ing role in voicing the grievances of stu-
dents during the 1976 Soweto upngxng In
1977, she was again banned and banished
to Brandfort wheré she resides now.
Mandela: lives in a three-room ‘match-
box house without electncny or. funning
'water. and. is restricted to her house at

. night ‘and on weekends. Duiring her dm!y
_excursions to’ town she regularly uses
" entrances and facilities ‘marked “Whites

LI

only,”” rattling the whlte remdenps and
msplnng the Blacks,
Appalled by Black malnutrmtm in

Brandfort, she started a gardenitig
ect. Now every Black home has a
and the Black community’s diet has
proved: Mandela started the town’
clinic, including an infant care fa
and adopted the town’s Black
quents,”” visiting them regularly,
them books, and seeing that they
school. :
She sees hér husband, 1mpnsoned
leader Nelson Mandela, twice a month
45 minutes—through a glass panel, It
last twenty years they have shareda:
mented total of four months together:;
life is at once a testament to the inki
brutalities of apaxjtheid and a synil
" Black strength dnd resistance.
Messages of support can be s serlt %

Ms. Winnie Mandela :
802 Phatakahle Township ..
Biandfort, OFS 9400 ’
South Africa
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' BWla¢kWoﬁ?kers Confront the State

!

l Desplte the arrest of labor leaders and a recession that has sparked wzdespread
lay~offs Black unions are gmwmgatan astonwhmg rate in South Africa. - -

March 21 1960 Sharpevnl]e Smy-
" seven unarmed Black demonstrators
gunned down by South African police; ;..

June 16, 1976. Soweto. Police open fire
on  protesting Black. schoolchildren,
~ touching off a series of claslaes that Ig;aves
- more tha!l 1,000 dead, .’

Veewed s 1982 0r l983"(chkadatel
§ date.) Port Elizabeth? East Londen?
i Uitenhage? All of the above? Clashes with
striking Black workers ignite a wave of
strikes and: protests across the country
and around the world, :

' Another watershed confronta!mg

looms -in. Sguth Africa, as a rapidly

growmg mdependent Black labor move-

ment challenges government policy and
major. corporations, The repéercussions

could be even greater than in. 1960 and

1976, when' the apartheid state circled

* its wagons and fended off an upsurge of
protests at home and a crescendo of

denunciations from abroad.

Between June and September this
year, serious labor conflicts erupted at
the mines which provide the bulk of
South Africa’s foreign exchange at the
automoblle industry which represents
the greatest concentration of mulfina-
tional invéstment in South African

industry, and finally on the docks
through which virtually all of South
Africa’s foreign trade must pass.

As the conflicts have simmered and

spread, the warnings from corporate

ieaders and the press have grown in-
creasingly dire. “*A labor relations time-
bomb is ticking in the country's ports,”

the Rand Daily Mail's labor cotrespon- -

dent, Steven Friedman stated dramat-
ically in June. “‘If it explodes, the
economic and polmcal eonsequences
could be awesome.”" -

. His prediction could be right. A stnke
on the docks, against an agency of the
South African state, could paralyze
other industries that depend on im-
ported parts or materials and could pos-
sibly spark an international dockwork-
ers’ boycott of South African ships and
cargoes. The consequences could be
“*awesome,’’ indeed. (See separate
article on dockworkers and South
African Transport Services.)

If Friedman proves wrong about the

docks, that does not necessanly mean
that he was engaging in r”hetoncal over-

kill when he talked about.a labor re-
lations time-bomb. It jist means that it
may explode somewhere else. The tlme-
bomb exists. 3 e

Black Union Growth i
In the face of harsh govemment ré-
pression and a recessmn tha\t Has

" handed corporatc managers the threat of

mass layoffs as a cudgel agamst unmn
militancy, independent Black unions e
growing at an astonishing rate in South
Africa.  Despite . the - recession, despite
the detention of more than 300 union
activists last year, the number of strikes
more than tnpied between 1979 and
1981, soaring from 101 to 342. :
Another 200 were reported during just
the first five' months of 1982, Unien
membershlp has also mushrocmed at
what- the nation's. leading busmess“ pub-
tication cails *‘a phenomenal rate.”" By
the end of 1981, the number of workers

. enrolied in mainly Black unions. was

variously estimated at 260, 000 o
400.000. And growing. All mdlcatlons
are that recrnitment has’ contmued a,nd
even accelerated durmg the ﬁrst hal;f Qf
1982,
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. in s0me regions, accordmg to an aca-
demic expert on South African tabor,

the only barrier to. even more rapid -

growth has been a lack of union orga-
.nmizers. The workers themselves are
eager to sign up. he said, with entire fac-
tories sometimes joining within a few

-days. In Natal, for instance, activists af-,

filiated with FOSATU (the Federation of
South African Trade Unions) decided
they couldn’t wait for the faderation to
. dispatch more union organizers to the

area. So shop stewards from plants that

had already been organized began meet-
ing on their own to plan and carry out
. organizing drives at other factories. In
the process, they created a siructure
that worked so well the federation is
now building shop stewards councils in
other regions.

. Unity Talks
Along with the rapid rise in member-
ship. recent months have also seen re-
newed efforts at forging unity among
Black and non-racial unions, accom-
panied by a continuing debate over
strategy and tactics,
A union summit in eariy July high-
lighted both the importance attached to
. unity and the difficulties that stand in its
way, The Port Elizabeth meeting
brought together eleven Black and non-
_racial trade unions arid union federa-
tions. It began on an encouraging note
sounded the previous weekend at the
annual conference of the Genersl
Workers Union (GWU). The Cape-

based union announced that it would

stop competing with *‘progressive
rivals”’ in certain key industries and
would attempt to cooperate with the
. Metal and Allied Workers Union
(MAWU), a FOSATL affiliate.
. The agenda of the summit itself was

dominated by the call for **disciplined
umty” issued by FOSATU at its con-
gress-in April. In his keynote address 1o
that congress, FOSATU General Sec-
reétary Joe Foster had spelled out more
clearly than ever before the sirategy of
what has emerged as the Iargest of
. South Africa’s independent union feder-
ations. That strategy has beén focused
mainly on shop-floor organizing, an ap-
proach which has won it a selid foothold
in several key industries, alorg with a
reputation for being somewhat less

. militant than some of its rivals on’

broader political questions. In his
speech, Foster indicated tha; FOSATU

would maintain its focus on factory
organizing. At the same time, he ac-
knowledged the important role played
by the African National Congress and
other mass popular movements, while

_ stressing the need for a strong working )
class movement that could “‘use the

strength of factory-based organization
to allow workers to play an effective
role in the community.”” For that, he
contended, '‘disciplined unity'" is
essential,

The summit did not y:eld the new,

tightly structured federation FOSATU -
,has in mind-a federation in which
policy would be decided based on the-

numerical shop-floor strength of compo-

aent unions and would be binding on the

entire membership. Some other unions
were distinctly nervous about such a
propesal.. ‘particularly coming from a
federation whose edge in existing mem-
bership could easily be translated into
domination of pohcy

But neither did the summit simply ad-
journ after issuing yet another declara-
tion. Concrete plans were made for
regional meetings, and a follow-up sum-
mit. And there were indications that a

" functioning alliance was already devel-

oping between FOSATU, the GW1, and
the African Food and Canning Workers.

Differences Spark Wnlkaut
Nobody expects the road to unity will

* run smoothly. TFhe July summit was

marred by the absence of one significant

. federation, CUSA (the Council of

Unions of South Africa} and by an angry
walkout by the Motor Assembiers
and Component Workers’ Union
(MACWUSA). Both have voiced stren-
uous reservations about FOSATU—

. CUSA because of the presence of

whites in influential positions,
MACWUSA because some FOSATU af-
filiates have registered with the govern-
ment and participated in the govern-
ment-prescribed structure of Industrial
Councils (in which contracts for an en-
tire. industry are negotiated by repre-
sentatives of all its companies and
unions).

Both objectlons reﬂect ma,;or fenets
of -the 'Black cpnscmusneks movement,
which has emphasized the importance
of Black leadership and of shunning any

form of cooperation with the state. The

Media Workers Association of South
Africa (MWASAY, strongly identified
with Black consciousness, kicked off a

. plant-based bargammg

strategy cannot be lightly brushed
" And they can have a substantial

South African Rallway workers;
lig#k tabor power, the South A

debate on the issue in its. publici
w1th an article contending ‘th

tem of industrial councils stan
everythlng which we are against.
article argued that participati
bargaining ‘through Industrial Ce
“takes away the struggle from t
tory ﬂoor to the boardrooms of m
ment.”” Nevertheless, the artidle
vised “*we cannot lay down rigi
stating that umons must- or must
register.”’

FOSATU. which also makes s
floor democracy its cardinal pring
has advocated a pragmatic app
considering the Industriai Cou
dustry-by-industry and_issue-by-
[n some industries, FOSATU o
concede, Industrial Councils are
lessty unwieldy and bureaucrati
may be incurably weighted again
interests of Black workers by the
ipation of a multiplicity of emplo
and white unions. In other instan
however, where Black unions can
more leverage, FOSATU has be
ling to use the councils as a -pla
bargain for certain demands on
dustry-wide basis (such as rec
procedures or a minjmum wage),
reserving other issues exclusa b

"The differences in phqusop
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-tical impact. A glaring example came in
July. - when ‘more than 10.000 auto
workers. went on strike dgainst Ford,
‘General Motors, and Volkswagen.
Workers at a Ford plant organized by
MACWUSA pointedly refused to come
out-inisupport. Along ‘with bitterness
leftover from- the FOSATU affiliate’s

refusal to back the 1979 strike that

‘spawned MACWUSA, the incident un-
derlined MACWUSA's fierce’ opposi-
. tion ta NAAWU participation in the In-
dusmal Counc:l

Recmion lmpact
" In"addition to the dlfﬁcult task of
bmldmg unity. the emerging Biack

“unions must also grapple: with the im-:"

pact: of a sgyere recession, Wlth sales
plummetmg and inventories gathenng
dust, many employers are banking on
the hope that Blacks will be too afraid of
losmg' their jobs to organize a strike,

Many_ thers would welcome a strike as’

.an excuse toshut their plants down fora
few weeks and perhaps break the back
B of theé unions. ; ;
So far, however, there are no Slgl‘lS
" that either of these hopes has been re-
Calized. Instead, Black unions have con-
tmued to fight for substantial pay hikes
to: cut into the widening gap between
Bl k- and white wages. At the same
time, unions have demanded dnd won a

variét’y of pfotéct‘iéﬁ's- ) z;galin.sr ‘plant
closings and layoffs. They have insisted
that plants put an end to all hiring and

-overtime before laying anyone off, and
that. s}l layoffs ‘take place sceording. 1o
-seniority, with séverance pay and a
coramitment to rehire when fu!l produc- -
fion resumes,

At one factory, workers afﬁhated

with the GWU agreed that everyone

would take unpaid vacations rather than

~allow 30 to 40 workers to be Ia|d off,

WhiteWorlnerRmm

- Such demands highlight. the impres-
sive unity among Black workers. And
the response of white workers illumi-

nates just as sharply the treacherous-

political minefield companies must. ne-
gotiate when dealing with the emerging

Black unions.

Even with the economy in lhe grip of

a recession, unqmploymem among
. South African. whites remains virtuaily

nonexistent. And s¢ does their interest

© in going on short-l;lme or, unpaid vaca-

tion.. Many have ‘made it known they
would ralher pack up and look for
another jobl

~.Companies- know they have to take
the threat seriously. So does the govern:
ment, which has seen ulira-right DPPOSI-
tion parties win mcreasmg support
amaong white workers féarful their priv-

ileges will be eroded. Neither corporate °

‘Managers nor government ministers ap-
pear'to have devised a coherent
response.

On the East Rand, for instance, the
Ministry of Labour decided to allocate
funds that could have been used for the
unemployed to compensate white

" workers who lost pay because of

strikes. Observers have also speculated

. that 'Soéuth African Transport Services

has taken a hard.line against the GWU
partly bécause it feared a backlash
among the -many: whites employed by
the railroads.

But a backlash can work ‘both ways,
Experts estimate that between®a third
and a half of all strikes in South Africa
are sparked by racist foremien or super-
visors. In many cases, Black workers
have demanded that a particular white

" be fired.: Often, they have won. Often,’

100, supervisors s:mply quit as soornasa
union appears. The compames have a
problem '

In fact, they hiave alotof problems. In

- many respects, the unions’ seem much

closér to dgv_elopmg a unified strategy

than their adversaries in the corporate
boardrooms and government offices.
According to the Financial Mail, cor-

.. porate managers ‘“fear that a state of

L

“incipient anarchy’ " has been created’
by the upsurge of Black union activity.
The government strategy, outlined -in

. the Wiehahn report of 1979 (see South- -

ern Africa. *Defending Fortress Free.
Enterprise,” June. 1979), has come un-

raveled. Not only have the unions défied _
government pressures to register. bit so

have many companies. The- Fininiial

Mail estimated this spring that ‘thore
than 200 employers. many of’ thcm‘
major concerns, had recogmzed unn:g-

istered unions. Several major corpora.

tions have pressured the government:
itself to open talks with the unregistered

GWU in its dispute on the docks. "

While virtually all strikes remain’ il
legal under the letter of Soith African
law, for all practical purposes lhe Iaw
has been repealed. Durmg a wave of
strikes on the East Rand. the pb’hce
never moved in to arrest anyon& for

* striking. When-several thousand work-

ers surged out of the Volkswagen plant
at’ Uitenthage in July. police with guns
were alréady posted throughout the
arga. They stood and watched. Sev'gral :
cumpames ‘have actually signed
tracts in which they agreed there woﬂid
be no penalties for strikes or that 'no
worker would be dismissed for at teast
three days after a'strike breaks Gut.
Some corporate strategists are urgmg

_companies to sit down with union

teaders in hopes of weaning them away -
from' the rank-and-file. As one consul-

“tant toid the Financial Mail, **Weheed

to go beyond a- situation in-which' Je-
mands are made through mass me mgs_
of workers.”” They would like fo gee a

“normalization™ of labor rel’atmns. in
which Black unions would operafe in
much the same way as their: Whlte
counterparts. .

That was also what the governi'neng
had in mind at thé time of the Wichahn
report. It is still what Wiehahn Rimself
15 advocating. In a Cape Town speech at
the end of July he emphasized th& im-
‘portance of develaping industri;
lations skills and “the need to keép up
with developments in this field. " S far. -
‘the effort has patently failed: As:
Wiehahrt conceded. “*Many ofour irade |

. 'unions, particularly Black ones, are be-

cnmmg politicized in an anti-freé enter-
prise phllmophy ” A, !\i [:l

NOVEMBER 1982/SOUTHERN AFﬁlCA )




SOUTH AFRICA

Time 'Bbmbin the Ports

The stage has been set for a showdown »ﬁun';ftlﬁt accorded whites as **pe

between the South African government
and the emerging Black union movement.
. The place: the docks ofPon Elizabeth
and East London.
The ‘contestants: the General Workers

Union (GWU) vs. South African Trans-

port Services (SATS); an .unregistered
‘Black union vs. a division of the state-
owned South African Railways and Har-
Concerned onlookers: major corpora-
tions 'whose South African operations
depend on imports; the International
. Transport Workers Federation, with
_which the GWU is affiliated; and white
workers who have fiercely opposed con-
cessions to Blacks.

i the conflict boils over, warns the
Financial Mail, it **would have dire con-
sequences for South Africa’s economy.”

GWU leaders have taken great pains 10
spell out all the implications of a major
¢onfrontation over SATS refusal to recog-
nize. the GWUJ as the railworkers’ union.
In an cpen letter to SATS general manager
Kobus Loubser, the union warned that a
strike could be expected 1o ignite sym-
pathy actions both at home and abroad.
Stevedores who unload ships in South
Africa’s four major ports have already
joined the GWU and won recognition
from employers. Their ‘‘natural” sym-
pathy for men who work in the same ports
loading the same goods into trains spurred
the GWU's drive to organize SATS and
has now left them “*outraged at the treat-
ment of their fellow dockers.” In addi-
tion, the letter underlined the *‘long his-
tory of solidarity’’ of dockworkers affili-
ated with the international federation and
the wvolatile political situation in Black
comununities on the Eastern Cape. Other

‘ ‘Black unions, including. FOSATU, the

largest federation of independent unions, -

have pledged their support.

_ The message has not been lost on com-
panies that depend on the ports for parts
and raw materials. A Ford spokesman

issued a public call to SATS to hold talks-

with the union. His appeal was seconded
by répresentatives of General Motors, the
Midlands Chamber of Industries and by
" “stevedoring companies which vouched for

the healthy relationship they ‘enjoy. with
the GWU., ‘ B

SATS management was cleatly worried .
but hardly prepared to-initiate talks with
the GWU. Instead, (it. moved simulta-

neous!ywmsnlvcsomeofﬁlenmnsl ’

mevancesandtohamsspeop!ewholmd

"organized around thesi. -

While adamantly refusing 10 talk with

the GWU, SATS sponsored the creation

of 'a Black Staff Association as a’pliant
alternative 10 the unregistered union,
handed out its biggest pay increase ever to
Black workers; ¢stablished a pension fund

for Blacks, and issued a ringing declara- =
‘tion that by 1987 **there will be ‘absolutely

no difference in the service conditions or
earnings of Black and white wmkers *

Union Leader Fired

SATS also refaxed a regulamm wlwh
classified all blacks as *easual servants,
no matter how many yeurs: they: had
worked for the agency. As *‘casual”
workers, Blacks faced the threat that they
couid be fired at any nme with 24—hours
notice.

. SATS denied thls chnnge had anythmg'
to do with GWU court action on the issue. .
Nor did it concede Blacks **absolutely no
difference’” in status and job security

- newcaxegoryo **regular workers.’"

white official had told him how h

“fired and shlpped back to their

workers,”” Instead, it created an’

get his job back—quit the GWU ¢
the Black Staff Association. He
Thé new category also s

“*homelands.”’

The siowdown continued. As
Lelyveld of The New York Time
Black workers seem quite aware that
should thank *‘the union and not: :

** for any improvements in: theit
dmons And as one dockworker:tol
they will not be easily intimidated:

*The police said, *Your children:
hungry if you lose your job,” * the &
recalled. **Then I said, 1 came to
toad in. hunger, and I can go out in h

‘ - “ ;
n\ﬂ\“"" 3 L

“Tanicaling on you 10 deal with this sitition.
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New ev:dence of South Africa’s coven :

war against its‘ neighbors has emerged in

the aﬂermath «of ‘the . shooting .deaths .of :

three white South African soldiers on

Zimbabweszn soil lgst August.. The three |

whites, accompanied by fourteen Blick

troops, clashed-with. a_Zimbabwe army-

patrol gightéen miles noith of the South
AfricafZimbabwe/Mozambique border
near the town of Sengwe. '
After initially dismissing Zimbabwean
accounts of the incident as. propaganda
. South African Defense Force commainder
.. General Constand Viljoen later admitted
' that the slain men, former members 6f the
Rhodesian Sécurity Forces, were ‘mein-

bers of a South African urtit stationed near.

the  Zimbabwe border. But he denied
Zimbabwe Prime Minister: Robert' Muga-
be’s charge that the soldiers’ mission wis

to “‘commit acts of sabotage and to make

preparations for an invasion.” Vilioen
termed the incursion **unauthorized' and
disavowed any respons;b:hty for the
men’s actlons

If Vil_]()f'.‘ﬂ s intention was to get South
Africa out of the frying pan, however, he
only “succeeded in placing it squarely in
the fire. Thousands of Rhodesians joined
the South African army after Zimbabwe's
mdependence in 1980 and many of them
are. now bitter at Pretorin’s: official .dis-

claimer. - These men. began tefling report-:

ers they routinely conductedclandestine .
: raids into nelghbonng countries, **We:
-~ know the ropes,"” said one former Rhode-'

sian. ‘‘We operate in Zimbabwe becaiise
we obviously know the country well. We.
also go'into Mozambique because we
used to. raid there during the war. But:
we’re féd: up.with the SADF for turning
around ;and- disassociating themselves
from the guys killed in Zimbabwe. ™
““They were on.an-authorized mission

and now they're being disowned,”  said. .’ :
“We're being treated as cannon_ 4

e another.
* fodder;”"

According: 10 Afnca News correspon-‘i

dent: Andy Meldrum'in Harare; the story

- was first leaked to the South African -
press,” but quashed after _the government

' front~lme states - fo ‘dissug
* suppoHing the Soath’ Atf‘man and Naimi-

" of
- Following the Augtst. 18 incident at
. Sengwe, the Zimbabwesn -army was de-

| Z*MB'ABWE

M et T

The “Smokmg Gun” i g.; |

_tln’eatencd legal actum under South Afri~
‘ca’s draconian security laws. The revela-

tions ‘were then passed to the Zimbab-
wean press, appearing in the September 5

* edition. of the Harare Sunday Mail.. The
- Mail ‘also ‘quotéd the same sources as

: conﬁnmng that a **destabilization center”
: exlsted in st headquarters in Pretoria.

Since 1975, when the dsfeat of Portu-

guese -colonialism: swept away South,
Africa’s cordon of: frtendly whitesruled
buffer: states,. aparfheld‘s rulérs have

employed a combaﬁatmn ‘of . egonomic
pressuré, aid for anti-government guernl-
las, and outright’ aggressmn agamst the

bian liberation mo\rements “South Africa
maifitains a permanent state of hggressmn
in §onithern Angola, atms; {rai
pliés “counter-fevolsitiondries ‘in . Angola

“and Mozamblque, and has recently

stepped up its ‘assassination and terror-
bombing campaign against pmmment
members of the African” National Con-

_gress (sée “*South Africa’s. War on the

Front-Lme," Soutkem Aﬁ'wa, January
1982). -

This escﬁiatmg conﬂlct with South

Afftics has imposed a tremiendous burden
on ﬂu; front-lme statés, miany of whom are
:coyering from ‘the effects of their

15:!‘8!:[0!1 strugglés—and the legacy
colonialism and-underdgvelopment.

pluyed “in full strength" éiong the 800
mile Border with South Africa. Thousands

more are deployed alorg the Mozambique-

border against South’ African-backed
MNR guerillas fighting the FRELIMO

- gaveérnment.

is also clcarly worraed about
the lﬂyalt)r of thousang:ls of whites who
ingéd: in ZimbabWe after indepen-

: dencemoﬁen in ‘constitutionaily-guaran-
" teed;positions in &
mlhtgy In early

tnment and

Mugabe told
jourqahst Allister Sparks that. many

1

- work of disaffected white Z:mbabweaﬂs

" throw the stare is extrcme!y dnsappomtfm
10 say the least.’

. 5000 former followers. of B:shop Abgl

for a ripe mioment to offer itself,”” My

sources” quoted in the London Observer.

" messing around like thls. ’

can efforts against Zimbabwe would stand _
~similar activities elsewhere. The Reagan
~administration openly supports. Jonas
‘of aggression against Angola or Mezam- .

" diplomats were, expelied . from' Moz
. bique when FREL[MO SECUFity: pe

- Mozambique President Samora; mr L
‘accused the CIA of passing mfﬁmmm‘«m

A suburb near Mapuito dnd. knlled t

whltes retained ““a persistent commnlment e
to the past.”” He cited the August 1981 °
explosion it the - Inkomo -ammidnition -
dump, the arrest and subsequent v
of a South African spy, Patrick Ge ,ck& :
and the recent attack on the nafion’s
largest -air base—all believed o be' the

in league with South Africa—as. ev:dence
of a plot 10 overthiow his government, ..
Speaking of the white Zimbabwaans,
Mugabe said, ‘“To make a gesture of.
recoqciliation and then to get a iesi
of subversion and machinations i

r._

Mugabe is also worried about the over

Muzorewa that South Africa js. reportcd

10.be preparing for use against the' Muga“be ;
govemment T suppose they are wiitri

commented, Washmgton is also becanung
unhappy with South Africa’s destabiliza-
tion campaign against the Mugabe gevem-
ment accordmg to unriamed * mtelhgencﬁ

Aécording to this report, Reagan adnmm-' :
stration officials are eager to encourage. a '
pro-Western Zimbabwe and. view the
South’ African actions as countemrodue—
tive. “It's-about time [Pretoria} stogﬁed E

sald ane -

iplomat:

If true, US dlsappmval of Sont “ fri- -

in sharp contrast to American support: for

Savimbi’s UUNITA guerrillas and has. y§t
to condemn South Africa for a singlé act

bique. In March 1981;.six Amei

broke up a CiA spy ring in

the SouthAfrican invaders who: atfngl&l

ANC members. L ’Mdi'f;]
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Somehow We Survive: -

An Anthology of South African Writing -
| Edited by Sterling Plumpp
Thander’s Mouth Press

Ngu York, 1982 .

Somehow we sirvive .
and tenderness, frustrated, does no:
. Wither

Ti_lis anthology is ample testimony

engaging the important issues of South
Afn,can life.

Despite the obstacles of overt ccnsor-‘
sl'uy and harassmernit of both writers

published in South Africa. Little of that
writing, let alone work by exiled and
banned writers, gets published in the

number of works by white South Afri-

cans, they have published virtually

. | nothing by Black South Africans in the
1 last few years.

colléction of both previously published
works thathave been difficult to obtain,
and unpublished works, The poetry is
carefully edited to provide a balance
{ between writers working inside the
country and exiles, as well as between
‘established figures and new:talent. An
effort has also been made to include
the work of women writers, a welcome
counter to the tendency towards the
predominance of male writers in recent
| anthologies of South African fiction;

Cinsorsh

the government’s Publication Director-
ate amnd the publishers of Staffrider, an
important magazme -of black literary ex-

| publishers of the banning of one of their
Jissues on the grounds that it contained

STEEN

-_Dermis Brutus

‘that Black South African writers are '
today a vital and creative force actively

anid pnbhshers, Black writing does get .
} United States. Although the large Amer-

ican’ presses have recently released a’

" Somehow We Survive is a dynamic

A telling exchange of letters between

- Somehow We Survive

Revolutionary Poetry from South Africa

undes:table matena

ing”’ (reprinted on pp: 54-63).

The Directorate argues that “‘the un-
. desirable material is- mostly confined to

unfair; one-sided and offensive portray-
als: of police actions.and- mqthods cal-
culated to evoke hatred and contempt of
them."! ¢

- The pubhshers respond in part that
“*the perception of the pol:ce as brutal

by black.: writers, ‘who are in. rapport
with thé:black commumty -at large, isa

sad fact of SouthiAfrican life which
} cannpt be w:shcd ‘away. To disguise it

by censorshlp can, only exacerbat.e, not
alleviate, the problem.”

Reading House’s story reminds us
that a single piece’ of effective fiction |
gan drive home 'the bryutality of Soith
African répression far more powerfully
. than the. stream of factual accounts we

usually read. No wonder the South Afn
can goveminam tries to_squash radical

'~_creat1ve expressmn as mtense]y as it

seeks. to censor the progressive press.
Samehow We Survive is the most im-
portant and accessible collection of
South African writing to be published in
this country in somé time. Without doubt
it is worth the effort of ordering this

book by mail and requesting that your

local bookstore obtain copies of it. It is

not often that one finds writing—like .

the poétry of Mongane Serote—which

~ so poignantly captures the spirit of the

liberation struggle:

it will be us ‘

steel-taught to fetch freedom

and—

we will tell freedom

We are no more strangers now.
M.B. D

cmng /in par-’
ticular Amelia House’s story: '’ Awaken- .

s

- our mothers are weeping .
- the wailing is spiralling
- dissolving into the sky

.of their sons and daughters

."Our mothers are crying -
. maist rivilets of despair

- of their dark skins

“their sons and daughters.
are S S

“for sins not theirs

" the river shall
" fold over every curve of

pression, is ‘included ‘as an appendix. _
The Directorate notified Sraffrider's’

Somehow We Survive is available
for $6.95 plus postage and handling
from Thunder's Mouth Press, 242
W. 104th St. SRW, New York, NY
10025

Christine Douts |

roofing the open graves

knifed
slashed
raped

are running-down the folds

: impﬁéohe‘d ‘
beaten
hanged

Our mothers
with their empty eyes. . 1
and busy hands .
are the unheralded herom
of our nation ‘
the unsung martyrs of our.g
their tears shall flow into a"

drowning the sinner in hi 8
saturating us with pride

our mothers shail sing lul

in the golden fields of the.
Africa shall be ours ‘
Qur mothers shall be wh
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Sharpevxlle
Dennis Brutus

tiom Sirains .

What is important
abo t Sharpeviile

_is not that seventy died:
nor even that they were shot in the back

retreatlng, una:med defenseless . .

the heavy caltbre slug
. that tore thmugh a mother’s back
' and ripped into the child in her arms:
- kllllng 1: ‘

Remember Sharpevalle e
bullet—m-thc back day & o

.- more clearly than anything else;

-~ Nowhere is racial dominance
‘more clearly defined '

more clearly demonstrated

.what the world whispers _

_apartheid, declares with snarling guns
the blood:the rich lust after o
South Africa spills in the dust .

S Remember Shan:rev:lle
Remember bullet-i n-the-back day

o iAnd remember the unquenchable wal! for
- Remember the dead
e 'and be glad o

. Wad spRung Ag ucheasay;

Because it epitomized oppression
and the riature of society

it was the classic event -

nowhere the ‘will to oppress

e
£
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At its biennial convention in Septcm—

ber, the Lutheran Church in America
called for economic and diplomatic sanc-
tions against South Africa. The strongly

worded resolution also instnucted church -

officers to divest all directly-controlled
church funds from corporations doing
business in South Africa. Following years
of lobbying by Lutheran activists, includ-
ing members of the Lutheran Coalition on
Southern Africa, the Lutheran Church in
America (LCA) passed the resolutions
over the objections of a number of high
church officials—including the church

u'easurerwholatcrressgncdover!hedn-

vesiment move.

““The church’'saw divestment as an im-
portant symbbl of solidarity and there-
fore, with the funds the chwrch controls
directly, we will divest,”” explained

LmhemnCoalitimNaumlalComdlmtor-

Kim Z'alent-

But more unpm-tant than the divest-

ment of church funids, says Lutheran

14 SOUTHERN AFRICA/NOVEMBER 1962

:

Pastor John Evenson, was the unprece-
dented resolution’ which instructs the
church 10 **call upon the governments of
the United States and Canada to imple-

against the Republic of South Africa, and
to support, join, and encourage other
Unnited Nationsmembusa!mtn‘mplc-
ment these sanctions.™

'I‘b:smnhmon says Evenson means
matcmmmsmnﬂwﬁeemlobby
actwely ‘for sanctions against South
Africa. The charch lobbyist in Washing-
ton now has a specific mandate to go to
ask what they are doing to implement
sanctions. Tn addition, church publica-

tions.

f"Apart:‘l;feid". his _been declare;l a ‘
heresy,” says Evenson. Other resolutions’

passed ai the Louisville, Kentucky gath-
ering direct church staff, bishops and

laypeople;oaasistNauﬂshnreﬁmesmd

of the entire system of apartheid;

students, work in Sﬁhdal'lﬂf
Namibian church, and actively
oppose -South Africa’s lllegal
of Namibia. )
Although a majority of the
delegates supported the sanc
divestment resolutions, others
church where not so enthusé
the divestment motion passed,
trensurer resggned. The 3

1JS corporate investors in So
saidlwfeltdmﬂncmm'-

helping to abolish apartheid.
“But the convention del
rejectedﬁle Sullivanp in i
gy of trying to improve coz
Blacks,™ said Zalent. ~We wéie:
our cue from Black South Afi
cluding the Black churches,
Sullivan principles are too little;
and are instead calling for the
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Alfied KAGAN, The African National
Congress of South Africa. New  York:

United Nations Notes and Documents .

- Publication: (/N Centre Against Apart-
' heid, United Nations, New York mom,

1982, 40pp No price listed, pb.
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Philadelphia: Temple University Press
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~ Place, NewYuk.NYlmna),lm.zls
: ppSlz.SOpb :
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‘ Kathlegn McTIQUE, Divesting From

" South Africa: Aﬂ'ldentw_f,,-
Pension Funds. California: Conficrs .

Publications (Community Economics,
. Inc., 1904’ Franklin Street, Suite 900,
Oakland, CA M612), 1981. 53 pp. $5.95
w‘ .. . | L : . .,
Sono MOLEFE. (ed), Malibongwe/ANC
Women: Poetry is Also:Their Weapon.
New York: The African National Con-
gress (801 Second Ave., New York, NY
- 10017), 1982. 130 pp. No price Jisted, pb. -

- Meg VOORHES, The Modernization of

Aparﬂlﬂd Washmgmn DpC: lnvestor

_ DC 20004), 1982. 46pp ns;aﬁpb

Respomibillty Rcseawh Caeﬁtcr_ [nc
(1319F St.; N.W., Suite 560, g

1982, 12pp. smbpb

SWAPO OF NAMIBIA Trade Union
Action on Namibian. Urgniiui: Report of
a Seminar for West European Trade

. Unions.. IMSWAPOINwiIMShp-

pthommntne(POBoxlﬂ 96 Gillespic
Rd., lnndonNS LW, Ul(). 1982. 92pp.

£lpb e
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dellﬂlla Olnesapress(mplesmaq-ail-“

‘able from NARMIC, 1501 Chieiry Street,
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NACLA REPORT ON THE AMERI-
CAS, South Atlantic Triangle, Vol. XV1,
No. 3, May-June 1982. New York: The
Noith American Congress on Latin

-Amem:a(lilWest 19th Street, 9th Floor,
i NewYm‘l:,NYlWll) 56pp.\$3w.pb. .
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. fastest urbamizing continent. Ed-
_ited by Ruth Simms Hamilton.
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~ Peter C. W. Gutkind V
McGill University |
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Supergun for Sale

While unveiling South Africa’s new-
est ‘‘super weapon,’” defense depart-

" ment officials made public a new em-

phasis of the country’s §1.2 billion arms
industry: export. '

- The new G-6 gun, a self-propelled
155mm howitzer artillery system, was
unveiled on September 1. The G-6 is
actually a motorized version of the G-5,

. a howitzer gystem developed from il-

legally obtained American/Canadian
technology. A Congressional investiga-
tion in 1982 found that, in the latter half
of the 1970s, the Space Research Cor-
poration made several shipments of
155mm arms and technology in contra-
vention of US law. The investigators
also concluded that these shipments
probably had the direct assistance of a
“Defense Consultant™ for the US Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency.

Described by Defense Minister
Magnus Malan as “‘the most sophisti-
cated weapons system in the world,”

the *‘new’’ gun will be the centerpiece

in Pretoria’s efforts to expand the South
African arms trade. Other items that
South Africa hopes to sell on the inter-
national arms market include a line of

mine-resistant vehicles and a new ver--

sion of South Africa’s Oliphant tank.
“*We are now entering the export market
.in an aggressiye fashion,” -says Piet
~ Maris, the chaisman of the state-owned
armaments company, Armscor. Embar-
goes have forced Pretoria to invest bii-
lions in arms production, Maris points
out, and foreign sales can help to sup-
port this burgeoning industry. Armscor
wants to increase arms exports from a

paltry $9 mitlion in 1981 to $130 million"

a year in the near future.

Turmoil in Lesotho

Lesotho's Minister of Works was killed

in August amid an upsurge of guerrilla at-

tacks mounted by Lesotho opposition
forces. On August 7, Minister Jobo

Rampeta’s car was ambushed in the north -

of the tihy mountain kingdom, which is
completely encircled by South. Africa.
The government has accused the armed
wing of the banned opposition Basutoland

Congress Party of responsibility -for the

attacks. ;
Lesotho's Foreign Ministty rejected
condolences from the South African for-
eign minister on the assassination, claim-
ing he had “mcontrovemb}e" evidence
of South African “connivance™ with the
BCP’s Lesotho ' Liberation  Army.
Lesotho's prime minister, Chief Leabua
Jonathan, insists the BCP-LLA: is being
used by the South Africans because of

- Lesotho’s opposition to apartheid, which

has included giving refuge to ANC mem-
bers and other apartheid opponents.

in the last six months Lesotho has.been
rocked by a-series ‘of political murders
that have added to the country’s political
turmoil. A week before Rampeta’s assas-
sination, Chief Jonathan's country home
was attacked by artillery. And shortly
after the ambush, Radio Lesotho reported
the discovery of a cache of arms said to be
of South African origin in the northern
zone. Then.a man died in a bomb blast ata
“‘bomb factory’’ in South Africa, near the
border with Lesotho. Al of these inci-
dents were tied by the government to BCP
forces.

In. June the secretary—generai of the
BCP, Koenyama Chakela, was gunned
down. Chakela and a number of other
BCP executive members split with BCP
leader Ntsu Mokhehle, charged him with
collaborating with South Africa, and re-

. turned to the coumtry in 1979 when
- Mokhehle announced the formation of the

LLA, reports Africa’ Now. Chakela had
been trying to reorganize the BCP inside
Lesotho to run against Chief Jonathan in
upcoming elections ami in opposntmn to
Mokhehle.

But BCPILLA leader Mokhehle, be-
lieved to be in hiding in or near Lesotho,
has denied charges of collusion with
South Africa. Though it seems clear his
forces have at times mounted . attacks
across the. South African border, he
charges Jonathan’s regime with seeking to

Reconciliation Me#

_both countries agreed to e

.the split was bemg used agamstM

" Party for the Independence O
- goup, Unification had been a:
" poal of the PAIGC: under its.fi

" both countries.

.the September 1982 issue of §
 Africa incorrectly listed the price of

-Press. New York). The carréct

divert attention from its own @
rule by accusing the LLA of So
rican ties. .

The LLA has been waging al
insurgency against Chief Jonathan'
since at least the late 70s. Chief Jonuth
'seized power in 1970, suspending:
stitution and declaring a state,
gency during an election in which
seemed to be losirig decxswel
BCP.

i

‘Guinea-Bissau and Cape Ver
made a major step toward re
lations between their two natiol
ruptured nearly two years ago. fol
a coup in Guinea. At a meeting.
in Maputo, Mozambigue, the I¢

diplomatic relations and renew
tion within cultural, economm an
nical spheres.

The two. leaders, Bernardo
Vieira of Guinea Bissau and.
Pereira of Cape Verde, sugge

**their enemies.’

The meeting culminated mo)
year and a half of conciliatory i
mounted by Mozambncan r
Samora Machel, host of the re
tion meeting. Noticeably mis§)
the meeting, however, was m
the unification of the two coufi
re-unification of the PAIGC i

and Cape Verde} which split

Amilcar Cabral., who led the
derice struggle against the Portd

correctian'

The Publications  Received seg]

son A. Mungazi's book The
Between Rhodesia & Zimbabwe:
Conflict in Rhodesia. 1962-1979. {’

$14.95.
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US Slips Shock Batons to Pretoria

The US Commerce Department re-
cently admitted authorizing the ship-
ment of 2.500 shock batons to South
Africa. The batons, approved in April,
were shipped last August in what seems
to be a clear violation of a Federal
embargo on the export of police and
military equipment to South Africa.

-*This product is intended to distract a
persont long enough that someone can
put the strong arm on him,”” explained a
State Department official. On the export
application, the devices, which delivera
3.500-volt shack, were described as
-‘rechargeable flashlights with self-
detensive capabilities.”” They were sold
to a private South African firm with no
restrictions on their resale.

Several violations and inconsistencies
in procedure accompanied the export
authorization, indicating an attempt to
circumvent legal restrictions. The Com-

merce Department, for example, failed
to consult with the State Department as
required for licenses where foreign
policy considerations are involved.
Commerce officials said a lower-level
emplovee approved the sale without
recognizing the foreign policy implica-
tions and that it was not caught during a
review,

State Department spokesperson Paula
Kuzmich said that State would have
turned down the sale if it had been con-
sulted. But she dismissed Commerce’s
failure to consult State as mere ‘"ad-
ministrative inadvertence.’”” The Wash-
ington press corps suggested a clash
between State and Commerce over the
issue, but in fact, “"they seemed to be
covering each other.’' noted Salih
Abdul-Rahim of TransAfrica the Black
American lobby group.

Another major anti-apartheid lobby,
the Washington Office on Africa, said
the Commerce Department **lied by faii-
ing to list the salé in its regular report to
Congress.”” According to Abdul-Rahim,
the omission was finally detected by
staffers on the House Human Rights
Subcommittee. By the time the sale was
raised with the Reagan administration,
officials said it was too late to recall
them.

Significantly, a similar shipment of
batons to South Korea was cancelled
prior to the South Africa shipment fol-
lowing a strong public outcry.

House Africa Subcommittee Chair-
man Howard Wolpe promised an inves-
tigation in September but the hearings
have since been postponed. TransAfrica
has called for the resignation of Com-
merce Secretary Malcolm Baldridge
over the incident.

NATIONAL SPRING TOUR (January-April 1983)

| of
“FOR BETTER NOT FOR WORSF”

by South African playwright SELAELO MAREDI

Play is available for a minimum fee per performance plus transportation, food and lodging.

For more information and booking (Jan-April 1983) immediately call: (212) 962-1210
k Joshua Nessen, American Committee on Africa, 198 Broadway, New York City 10038

A political comedy of hope and
struggle for South Africa’s future.
Masterfully focuses on the lives of
people in the crucible of the liberation
struggle to end apartheid.

“For Better Not For Worse is a
stunning piece of theatre . ..

Contrast
Toronto, July 1982
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