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Two Colonialisms 
Women in 
Guinea-Bissau 
Stephanie Urdang 
"The lohg struggle of all the people of Guinea-Bissau 
with the Portuguese ended in victory in 1974. The 
struggle against the second colonialism, the colonial
ism of men, will take many more years to complete.  
This book presents one of a very few pictures of Third 
World women who are involved in the struggle for the 
liberation of their country and at the same time are 
becoming conscious of their other 'colonialism.' Ur
dang draws a realistic picture of women in Guinea
Bissau.... ]The book] should be of interest to young 
people and adults concerned with the position of 
women everywhere or the immense problems in the 
return to self-rule of the peoples of the Third World." 
-Library Journal 

"Perhaps the most original aspect of Urdang's book is 
the transcripts of interviews, chiefly with women mili
tants. ... IThesel conversations.., give a series of bril
liantly clear portraits which relate personal experiences 
to the social and political context in a most effective 
way." -Race and Class 
$6.50/L3.55

The 
Political Economy 
of Race and Class 
in South Africa 
Bernard 

Makhosezwe Magubane 
"\Magubanc takes a broad sociohistorical 
approach to the evolution of racial inequality 
and oppression in South Africa, seeing it as 
inextricably linked to the development of 
modern capitalism. He focuses specifically on 
the Bantustans, the gold-mining industry, 
urbanization and political economy, imperialism, 
apaltheid' and African opposition, and finally, the 
role of the African National Congress... readable 
and provocative .... "-CH()I(E 

Bernard Makhosezwe Magubane was born in 
Durban, South Africa, in 1930. He took his B.A.  
at the 1.niversity of Natal in 1958 and his M.A. at 
Natal and at the University of California at Los 
Angeles, where he received his Ph.1). in 1967.  
He has been a lecturer at the University of 
Zambia, a visiting lecturer at UCLA and SUNY, 
Binghamton, and since 1970 has taught at the 
University of Connecticut at Storrs. His articles 
have appeared in African Social Researh, Current 
Anthropology, Ametican Anthropologist, EastAfriran 
Journal, and Afriain Review, and he has con
tributed essays to a number of edited collections.  
$6.50/f3-55
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Africa Policy Takes Shape 

In March the previously "undefined" 
eagan administration's policy towards 

Africa came into sharp-and alarming
focus. "Can we abandon a country that has 
stood beside us in every war that we have 
ever fought, a country that strategically is 
essential to the free world in its production 
of minerals that we all must have and so 
forth?" President Reagan asked veteran 
newscaster Walter Cronkite.  

Reagan certainly knew what his answer to 
this question was, for on March 15 the New 
York Times revealed that a party of five 
South African military officials was 'in the 
US. The five, who were in the US from 
March 9 through 15, met with members of 
Congress, an official of the US Defense In
telligence Agency and a staff officer of the 
US National Security Council.  

Although the government initially denied 
that any other adminisfration official had 
met with the South Africans, one week later 
it was revealed that Jeane Kirkpatrick, the 
US delegate to the United Nations, met 
South African General van der Westhuizen 
on March 15. According to an administra
tion spokesperson, Kirkpatrick did not 
know that the people she was meeting were 
military officers. An astonishing admission 
considering that the morning's newspaper 
had carried a report identifying van der 
Westhuizen as a South African military of
ficer (it was later revealed that he is, in fact, 
head of military intelligence.) 

As the military officers were trooping 
around New York and Washington another 
Pretoria representative was also making the 
rounds. Dirk Mudge, chairman of the 
South African-backed Democratic Turn
halle Alliance (in Namibia), also visited the 
US in mid-March and consulted with Con
gressional leaders. Mudge met informally 
on Tuesday, March 17 with the State 
Department's Namibia desk officer.  

It was against this background that a 
March 19 story in the Washington Star 
reported that the new US administration 
was considering inviting South African 
Prime Minister P.W. Botha to the US after 
the April 29 South African elections.  
Although these reports were later denied, 
coming in the context of other events in 
March, these visits added more fuel to the 
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growing controversy over the Reagan ad
ministration's Africa policy, 

And then, in late March, the administra
tion sent the 1982 Security Assistance Act 
to Congress with a provision calling for the 
total repeal of the Clark Amendment. The 
Clark Amendment, passed in 1976, en
forced a total ban on covert or overt US aid 
to rebel forces in Angola. While slightly 
amended in late 1980, the possible repeal of 
the amendment-coupled with statements 
supporting aid to UNITA that Reagan.  
made in May 1980-has provoked strong 
statements from a number of US and 
African leaders.  

Administration officials have attempted 
to justify the call for a repeal of the Clark 
Amendment on foreign policy grounds. It is "an unusually all-encompassing restriction 
on US policy options," State Department 
spokesman William Dyess said.  

The intent of the move, however, was 
fairly clear. Just one day after the move was 
announced, stories about a mid-March 
meeting in Morocco between Savimbi and a 
US emissary began to surface. In addition 
Savimbi was scheduled to arrive in the US 
in late March 'and, according to some press 
accounts, administration officials have ex
pressed a willingness to meet with the 
UNITA leader.  

Coming in the wake of Reagan's earlier 
statements and actions, it is not surprising 
that Black Africa has begun to respond.  
Nigeria's nationalization of British 
Petroleum assets in 1979 in response to 
British policy in Zimbabwe was not forgot
ten when Shagari said US recognition of 
UNITA would be "very unwise." The 
Africa group at the UN underlined his point 
by warning that the trend in US relations 
with Black Africa is "bad." And on March 
26, Congressional Black Caucus leaders 
called for the resignation of Jeane 
Kirkpatrick because of her meeting with 
van der Westhuizen. 0 

Mozambique Expels CIA 
Relations between the United States and 

Mozambique have hit a new low in the 
wake of the March 4 expulsion of six US 
diplomatic personnel accused of spying for 
the Central Intelligence Agency. Mozambi
que charged the six with complicity in the 
January 30 South African commando raid 
into Mozambique that took twelve lives.  
The US, according to Mozambique, was 
passing information to South African in
telligence.  

The Mozambican Ministry of Security 
named nine other embassy officials as 
members of a major CIA spy operation 
against Mozambique and Zimbabwean 
guerrillas formerly based in Mozambique, 
as well as South African exile groups. The 
nine embassy officials had all been reassign-

ed out of the country before the January at 
tack.  

In Washington the State Departmer 
responded with a statement claiming th 
,two senior members of Cuban countk 
intelligence had instigated the expulsior 
after having "forcibly detained" one of th 
six diplomats, Louis Leon Oliver, in an ej 
fort to recruit Oliver as a Cuban spy.  

Department spokesman William Dyes 
also blamed members of the Washington 
based Covert Action Information Bulleti 
who he charged, were in Mozambique a 
the time of the expulsions and had iden 
tified the six agents.  

-Mozambique reacted angrily to Dyess 
statement, one ranking FRELIMO officia 
describing the counter-charges as "a not st 
subtle attempt to present Mozambique as 
satellite of Cuba." The official added, "ii 
the response one can easily detect a certah 
dose of racism." 

The State Department was also forced t( 
retract its original claim that members o: 
Covert Action were in Maputo in earl 
March when it was learned that visitinj 
Covert Action journalists had left Mozam 
bique February 19. The embattlec 
magazine staff denied identifying any U 
embassy personnel as CIA agents during 
their visit. Covert Action charged that tht 
State Department allegations wert "nothing but a smokescreen to obscure tht 
real issue, which is whether the CIA was ii 
fact engaged in espionage, subversion and 
interference in Mozambique's affairs as 
charged, and whether the CIA was in fact 
involved in the January 30 slaughter." 

The Mozambican daily Noticias publish
ed a detailed, account of how Lundahl, a 
pilot, had used his membership in a private 
flying club in Mozambique as a cover to 
conduct aerial surveillance of Mozambique 
and tried to recruit a Mozambican Airways 
pilot as an informant.  

American intelligence agencies are 
known to have used small private aircraft in 
the past for spying purposes. In April 1979 
three US diplomats were expelled from 
South Africa when police allegedly 
"discovered" a camera aboard the US am
bassador's private plane.  

The Reagan administration has suspend
ed food shipments and a $5 million loan for 
additional grain pending a "review of 
bilateral relations" following the incident.  

Military Build-up 
The London Sunday Telegraph reported 

on March 22 that 100,000 South African 
troops are massed on the Angolan border iN preparation for a major invasion o0 
Angola. SWAPO sources in Namibia con
firm that major troop convoys are moving 
up to the northern Namibian border.



SPECIAL REPORT 

Guinea-Bissau Coup: 
Many Challenges Ahead

The script sounds all too familiar. Short
ly after nightfall, the tanks and armored 
cars rolled out of the barracks and troops 
seized the national radio station, the 
government offices and the homes of all the 
cabinet ministers. A few hours later, a radio 
bulletin announced that the government 
had been overthrown, the former president 
placed under house arrest, power assumed 
by a Revolutionary Council headed bythe 
former Prime Minister. Chalk up one more 
coup to the colonial legacy of division and 
instability on a continent where 
underdevelopment can be measured in both 
political and economic impoverishment.  

But this coup last November 14 was dif
ferent. It took place in Guinea-Bissau, one 
of the former Portuguese colonies that 
many people have hoped would write a new 
script for African independence and 

$development based on Africa's shared 
historic experience. Their political leader
ship and national unity had been tempered 
in the long struggle for independence. Their 
peasants and workers had been mobilized 
into the struggle; armed with the ideological 
and organizational tools to make their own 
history rather than serve as the tools of in
dividual ambitions and jealousies.  

Making the coup even harder to accept 
and understand was the fact that all of the 
main figures in the drama had distinguished 
themselves fighting side by side against the 
Portuguese under the banner of one of the 
continent's most coherent political parties, 
the African Party for the Independence of 
Guinea and the Cape Verde Islands 
(PAIGC). Not only had deposed President 
Luis Cabral led the nation since its in
dependence day, but his brother Amilcar 
had founded PAIGC and led it until his 
assassination in 1973 deprived Africa of one 
of its greatest leaders. Under the nom de 
guerre of Nino, coup leader Joao Bernardo 
Vieira had emerged as the party's most 
brilliant military strategist and war hero.  

In the streets of Bissau, by all accounts, 
news that Luis Cabral had been ousted was 
greeted with dancing and singing. Among 
people around the world who had sup
ported the struggle for independence in the 
Portuguese colonies, the same news was 
greeted with shock and dismay. A week 
later, Vieira dropped another bombshell 

,*hat made the shock almost unanimous.  
Addressing a cheering crowd of more than 
40,000 people in Bissau's Central Plaza, 
Nino announced that mass graves had been

Joso Bernardo (Nino) Viira, left, with 
fighters In the liberation struggle.  

discovered containing the bodies of at least 
500 political opponents of the ousted 
regime. And he accused Luis Cabral of 
sharing responsibility for the executions 
with Aristides Pereira, secretary-general of 
PAIGC and president of the Republic of 
Cape Verde.  

Now, more than four months later, both 
the initial popular enthusiasm and the first 
shock and disbelief appear to have subsided 
somewhat, and Nino has confirmed that 
Luis Cabral will soon be released to a coun-

Luls Cabral in 1970. Both distinguished 

try of his choice. A wait-and-see attitude 
and a common perception of the grave dif
ficulties facing the small west African na
tion have replaced the initial enthusiasm.  

In Bissau, recent visitors report, the ijiass 
euphoria touched off by the coup and 
amplified by the timely arrival of several 
shiploads of rice has diminished. "There is 
no more dancing in the streets," one long
time supporter and recent visitor said, but 
"people seem genuinely relieved, happy 
and hopeful." David Gallagher of Oxfam-
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Canada enctuntered abundant evidence of 
the severe economic and political dif
ficulties that fueled discontent with 
Cabral's leadership. But he also spoke with 
many, people for whom the coup had ap
.parently revived expectations that the party 
and the government that drove out the Por
tuguese can now lead a vigorous attack -on 
hunger, disease; and 'illiteracy.  

Internationally, veteran supporters of the 
struggle in Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verle 
remain deeply divided in their assessments 
of the coup. Writing a few days after the 
event, noted Africanist Basil Davidson 
warned that "the aim and vision of the 
liberation struggle may not survive. 1( they 
are lost, the country could be expected to 
disappear, in due course, into the confu
sions of personal rule and racist obscurant
ism.  

Similar concerns were voiced by Cohm 
Foy of MAGIC (the Mozambique,' Angola 
and Guinea-Bissau Information Center) 
following a brief visit to the Cape Verde 
islands. Before the coup, the two republics 
had been moving toward a complete merger 
under the leadership of the PAIGC. Now, 
Foy states with regret, the party.and the 
chances for unity have both been shattered.  
Cape Verdean party activists have formed a 
new political organization, while Guinea
Bissau's leaders simultaneously vow their 
continued allegiance to the PAIGC and de
nounce party leader Pereira and general 
secretary for Guinea-Bissau Araujo for dic
tatorial actions and complicity in mass 
murder.  

"Al! the coup has so far succeeded in do
ing," Foy stated to Southern Africa, "was, 
to remove a few Cape Verdeans from their 
jobs and, most importanttly, remove the 
people's democratic control over their 
government and their party." 

Others took a very different view both of 
the coup itself and of the degree to which 
"the people's democratic control" really 
existed prior to the armed takeover. They 
noted that even PAIGC leader Pereira ad
mitted "the party had atrophied" in some 
areas. And they pointed to the widespread 
popular unrest ignited by food shortages, 
petty corruption and grandiose develop
ment projects of dubious real value.  

"I think that the chance of this change 
being a very positive thing is there," com
mented a long-time supporter who has been 
involved in ongoing projects in Guinea
Bissau. "But it will take time before things 
can start to move again. They have declared 
that projects like the car factory, the four
lane highway to the airport, and the peanut 
oil factory are scandalous'prestige projects.  
They have also stopped the import of 
Volvos ... and declared the number im
ported a scandal. They have started to 
evaluate all the aid projects and all the 
cooperantes' (foreign technical advisors)

work, as well as their salaries; to find out 
what and who they really need. All these 
things seem really to be good signs." 

Based on his visit to Guinea-Bissau, 
David Gallagher basically concurs. "My 
sense was that we're going to have to keep a 
close eye on the situation," he remarked.  
"But people convinced me overall that it 
could be a positive thing." 

All Was Not Well 
The one point on which there appears to_ 

be virtually unanimous agreement is that 
Guinea-Bissau's economy is a shambles.  
Even while castigating the "golpistas, " 
MAGIC's F oy urges that "the first thing to 
recognize are the faults of the deposed 
PAIGC regime .... In Guinea-Bissau, all 
was not well." 

Gallagher underlined that harsh verdict.  
"We knew something was wrong with the 
people's stores," he told Southern Africa.  
"For the last three months before the coup, 
there was no rice, cooking oil, or sugar.  
And there appeared to be a total lack of 
government activity to resolve the 
problem." Similarly, according to 
Gallagher, health care and education pro
grams received scant government attention 
and fundingI In the latest budget, peasant 
agriculture, medical services,, and schools 
each received less than ten percent of 
government expenditures. After an 
auspicious beginning boosted by the 
assistance of Brazilian literacy expert Paolo 
Freire, Guinea-Bissau's literacy campaign 
"had stopped° in its tracks, " Gallagher said, 
leaving ninety percent of the population 
unable to read.  

Even while theseessential development 
programs stagnated, according to 
Gallagher, Luis Cabral and other leaders 
enjoyed "Volvos and fancy houses, 
overseas trips, etcetera, and Inuch collusion 
with subtly underining aid projects." Even though the/ government repeatedly 
proclaimed rural development its top priori
ty, lavish industrial projects flourished. A 
four-lane super-highway to the tiny airport 
was planned at a cost of $50 million. Con
struction started on a huge peanut process
ing plant that could handle the total harvest 
of Guinea's biggest export in just one 
month. Citroen contracted to set up an 
assembly plant to produce 500 cars a year.  
All the parts would have to be imported 
from France and within two years the 
domestic market would have been 
saturated.  

But if there is general agreement on the 
massive problems plaguing Guinea-Bissau, 
there is equally widespread controversy 
over responsibility and remedies for those 
problems. Foy is prepared to assign major 
responsibility to "the deposed PAIGC 
regime." But if that is the case, he insists, 
then as members of that regime Nino and
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his supporters must shoulder a good 
the blame themselves If they had oppo 
the direction Cabral's government was t 
ing, he charged, why had they "n 
challenged him in the People's Natio 
Assembly before the coup nor in the p 
organs of which they were members?" 

Likewise,- Foy questioned the m 
shocking charge leveled by the Revol 
tionary Council against the oust 
regime-the allegation that Cabral a 
former security chief Buscardini (the on 
ranking minister slain, in the coup) we 
responsible for mass murder and repressi 
secret police tactics. Foy didn't dispute th 
fact that mass graves had been' unearthed 
But he contended that "most of the bodi 
date from the 1978 abortive coup which was 
suppressed by Nino Vieira himself." 

According to supporters of the coup o 
the other hand, Luis Cabral had insulated 
himself from criticism by stacking the par 
ty's Permanent Commission with people 
loyal to him. Mario Cabral, who had served 
as minister of rural development under Lul 
Cabral (no relation), insists that Nino and 
others made every effort to win changes in 
government policy through established 
channels. "I stood by my position of op
position always," Mario Cabral told' 

Gallagher, "and sometimes I could see that 
(Luis) Cabral would have liked to have 
killed me on the spot.... Nino was the 
principal antagonist." 

Attempts to take criticisms through the 
party structures were rebuffed with threats 
and charges of dislbyalty, he added.  
"Vasco Cabral [minister of planning, 
wounded in the coup but nevertheless com
mitted to participating in the new govern
ment) even asked [Aristides] Pereira for 
Cabral's dismissal. He was ignored and told 
to be careful not to be seen going against 
the party. All objections were dealt with in 
this way, going against the party." 

And there the case finally rests, boiling 
down essentially to whether it can be be
lieved that only a coup could bring a halt to 
the party's straying from its avowed 
democralic policies and development 
priorities. Long-time supporters of the 
PAIGC are reduced to comparing lists of 
names-Who is in? Who is out? Whose 
judgement can you really trust? 

As someone who last traveled in Guinea
Bissau in 1970 when I met most of the prin
cipals while the war still raged, it seems evi-.  
dent that the simple answers just don't app
ly. Nor do handy labels-"counter
revolutionary," "leftist," "rightist," 
"neo-colonialist." 

I would have no idea where to place Nino 
Vieira and Luis Cabral on a scale measuring 
from left to right. Neither runs the risk* 
being confused With Amilcar Cabral as a 
Marxist theoretician and ideologist. But I 
never heard anyone speak of Nino with



Guerrilla soldiers during the liberation strugg 
vanguard? 
anything much short of adulation as a 

4' revolutionary leader. To the people in the 
villages, the peasants who make up the vast 
majority of the population, he was a hero 
mentioned with the awe usually reserved for 
Amilcar Cabral. Back in 1970, the arrival of 
this slender 28-year-old was guaranteed to 
transform the always effusive greeting for a 
group of PAIGC militants into a major 
event-"The Nino is here! The Nino!" 
Among those grouped around him are 
some, Mario Cabral for instance, who are 
widely respected for their political integrity 
and judgement. There are also others whose 
politics range from murky to suspect.  

Great Expectations 
The initial response to the coup suggests 

that Nino Vieira remains an inspirational 
figure to this day. "What is certain," 
reports one European who has worked ex
tensively in Guinea-Bissau, "is that the 
population has great expectations, that now 
everything will be good, that the Nino has 
taken things into his hands and now they 
will finally be truly liberated and get the real 
independence. Being through so much suf
fering, as is the case during particularly the 
last eight or nine months before the coup, 
the hope for change and the potential for a 
new popular mobilization is certainly very 
strong." 

Gallagher sees the same potential, the 
same great expectations. "Nino is such a 
figure to the people in the villages," he 
said, "in a nationalist sense, a populist 

i6sense." Gallagher cites' nationalism and 
populism as "the two pillars" of support 
for Nino Vieira and the coup. But some

le. utill tne poiticai as well as munaty 

observers use other term to define the same 
sentiments. Noting that Luis Cabral and 
most of those ousted along with him were 
of Cape Verdean ancestry, Colm Foy spoke 
of "racism" and Basil Davidson of the 
danger of "racist obscurantism." 

On the night of the coup the threat of at
tacks on Cape Verdeans loomed very real.  
One time party leader Rafael Barboza, 
jailed since 1974 on charges of treason, 
came on the radio with anti-Cape Verdean 
diatribes. In the middle of his harangue, 
however, Barboza was hauled away from 
the microphone and back to his cell while 
an apology was broadcast. Since then, 
Gallagher reported, "There has been vir
tually no persecution of Cape Verdeans." 

Supporters of the coup do not deny that 
frictions existed between the two republics 
and the two peoples. But they insist that 
Guineans had real grievances and that, in 
Mario Cabral's words, "it was the way 
Cabral and Pereira dealt with the situation 
that angered so many Guineans." 

"We have, for example, 800,000 people 
to'their 300,000 yet we did not have propor
tional representation," Mario Cabral 
asserted. "On the contrary, the leadership 
around Cabral were mostly Cape Verdeans 
and great Guinean heroes of war were being 
openly excluded from the political process.  
The law is such that to be President of Cape 
Verde you must be Cape Verdean but here, 
no you don't have to be Guinean, why 
should they be different? In Cape Verde 
there is no death penalty, but in Guinea 
there is. Why should they be so different if 
they come under the same party?" 

To someone who htd watched Guinean 
and Cape Verdean troops in the field

SPECIAL REPORT 

together during the liberation war, news of 
such tensions is saddening but not 
necessarily surprising. Although linked 
together through several centuries of Por
tuguese colonial rule, the peoples of Guinea 
and Cape Verde retain distinctive cultural 
and even physical features. In an army com
posed primarily of Guinean peasants, Cape 
Verdeans frequently stood out. Not only 
were they always lighter-skinned and often 
somewhat more educated, they also tended 
in many cases to keep themselves outside 
the firelit circle of games and dancing that 
brought soldiers and villagers together in 
the evenings.  

The same distinction could be seen 
among many of the leaders now prominent 
on both sides of the coup. Nino Vieira was 
unmistakably at home among the peasant 
soldiers and villagers-joking, playing 
cards, teasing, often the center of an eddy 
of hilarity. Araujo, by contrast, seemed 
somewhat distant, offering a~moving testa
ment of his commitment by confiding, "If I 
had my choice of what to do with my life, I 
would have liked to be a lawyer in Lisbon." 
To some degree such differences un
doubtedly reflect personality and tempera
ment. But particularly when the pattern is 
duplicated with many of the personalities 
involved, it suggests real differences of 
culture and experience.  

Such factors may help make Nino Vieira 
the populist and nationalist hero Gallagher 
describes. But translating the initial 
enthusiasm into a "new popular mobiliza
tion" will require a coherent program and a 
drive to revitalize the two organizations that 
once represented the mobilizqd masses of 
Guinea-Bissau-the party and the army.  

So far, the new government has ex
pressed its program in terms of a return to 
the resolutions of the Third Congress.  
Those include a concentration on rural 
development through building village 
cooperatives. "The three or four people I 
spoke with at rural development head
quarters were just ecstatic, because of the 
change," Gallagher said."They were all 
saying, 'Now we can get going.' 

Ultimately, however, they will only be 
able to go as far as the peasants can be 
mobilized to take them. Which is where the 
party andsthe army come in. "Because of 
the central.zing," Gallagher said, "the par
ty did wither in the countryside. All the talk 
now is about how important it is to 
revitalize it." 

Similarly, the army that once represented 
the political as well as the military vanguard 
of the revolution had been largely 
demobilized, according to Gallagher. Nino 
Vieira and coup leader Paolo Correia had 
reportedly resisted the shift from a peasant 
army to a more conventional military. As 

Continued on page 26
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Zambia: The High Price of Peace

.mmuan rreseioun rennen Kaunas. A slumping economy has put him in serious 
political trouble.

by 13loda Jacobs 
For much of the past decade, interna

tional attention has focused on the "crisis" 
nations of southern Africa: Mozambique, 
Angola, Zimbabwe, and Namibia, along 
with the Western alliance's good friend, 
South Africa., Meanwhile, Zambia to the 
north has been literally in the background, 
away from the main events, acted upon 
rather than acting-particularly with the 
severe buffeting its populace and transpor
tation system took from the Rhodesian 
military in recent years.  

When Zambia was noticed by the 

Gloria Jacobs is a freelance writer and 
teacher living in New York, and a former 
editor of Seven Days.

American and European media as anything 
more than the "good neighbor" of 
,southern Africa, it was because President 
Kenneth Kaunda was being trotted out as 
the regional "good liberal." Kaunda, the 
moderate, has consistently received 
favorable press from- the West and thus it 
may come as a surprise to many to discover 
that Zambia ik in a severe economic crisis. It 
is a crisis which Kaunda has reacted to with 
doses of "imperial power," cracking down 
on political opponents and trade unionists, 
and thereby increasing his isolation and 
lessening his support.  

"If an open election were held today, 
Kaunda would be turned out," reports one 
recent visitor to the country, "That's why 
the electoral process is being closed up.

Kaunda's actions have made it clear that 
change will not be allowed to come through 
constitutional means." 

The possibility of a significant opposi
tion, while unlikely in the near future, is no 
so surprising if one looks at the develop
ment of Kaunda's economic and political 
policies over the seventeen years since in
dependence during which he and his United 
National Independence Party have been in 
power. In 1964 Zambia broke with the 
British colonial Central African Federa
tion--then dominated by white-minority 
ruled Rhodesia-and the 'country has 
changed little in its post-independence 
years. The much-vaunted reforms of 
1968-70 did little more than "exchange one 
'master' for another," comments Tony 
Southall in an article in the Journal of 
Southern African Studies.  

Old Reforms 
The reforms made the government the 

majority shareholder in all major foreign
owned businesses, except banks; proposed 
cutting economic ties with South Africa and 
Rhodesia; and "Zambianized" small retail 
businesses. Kaunda hoped, through these 
moves, to incorporate state companies that 
would enhance social welfare by providing 
employment and low-priced commodities.  

When it came to cutting ties with the 
"white south," the government was suc
cessful: imports from South Africa 
dropped from 21 percent in 1964 to 7 per
cent in 1973 and imports from white
minority ruled Rhodesia dropped from 40 
percent to almost nothing during the same 
period. But because the country's own 
ability to produce these goods was not 
developed, the imports from the south were 
replaced with imports from the industri
alized West at higher prices. State funds 
have been pumped into paying for energy 
and food imports, transportation costs, and 
into providing subsidies to keep the costs of 
domestically produced food low. As. a 
result, there is little money or resources left 
over for agricultural and industrial develop
ment that might conceivably have replaced 
these imports.  

Meanwhile Zambianization ot smaller 
businesses has led to stagnation, partly 
because control -of these frms has bee 
doled out on a political patronage basis* 
Patronage is seen by many as the heart of 
Zambia's current problems. But patronage
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and this nationalization are also the basis 
on which Kaunda has maintained his 
political support. By employing many more 
people than are needed in state owned in
dustries, and through food price subsidies 
to keep prices down, Kaunda has been able 
to develop a base of political support in the 
urban population that benefits from these 
measures. Kaunda is also accused of using 
the nationalization to foster the growth of a 
new elite with neither the skills nor the in
clination to develop the country's economy.  
And it is this economy that may eventually 
erode Kaunda's political support, especially 
among. the urban poor.  

Copper Exports Lose Money 
To add to the miseries of the economic 

situation, the price of copper and cobalt, 
Zambia's two major exports, have sunk to 
levels where the government has lost money 
in several of the past few years merely by 
keeping the mines open. With these two 
minerals normally providing 95 percent of 
the country's foreign exchange, Kaunda has 
had to plunge the country heavily into debt.  
The economy is, in effect, nonexistent, a 
house of cards.  

Propping up this facade are Western 
loans, led by those from the International 
Monetary Fund, which demands a heavy 
price for its aid. In 1978 the IMF granted a 
$322 million loan, but demanded in return a 
wage freeze, gradual elimination of sub
sidies on "consumer" goods such as food, 
and a freeze on public sector employment.  

Before the IMF loan, wage incijes had 
been limited to 5 percent per year from thr 
early 70s; after the loan -there was a com
plete freeze. During the same period the of
ficial price index rose 150 percent, by leaps 
of 20 percent in some years. Many necessities 
couldn't be found at the official prices, but 
were available only on the black market.  
Maize, the country's staple, has risen 
another 30 percent in price in the last 
month.  

"Even those in regular employment find 
the logistics of life increasingly hard to 
manage," writes John Borrell in a recent 
edition of the Manchester Guardian. "At 
dawn each morning queues form outside 
the State-owned shops irregularly supplied 
with such essentials as maize meal, cooking 
oil and soap. People often return home 
empty-handed after an eight-hour vigil." 
They have plenty of time to watch govern
ment officials drive their Mercedes' around 
the capital while they wait in line.  

The country's 66,000 civil servants re
ceived pay raises at the end of 1980 which 

*aniounted to 32 percent for the lowest-paid 
employees and 137 percent for top officials.  
Since these raises must come out of a new 
loan being negotiated with the IMF (which 
will apparently waive its rule on wage

freezes for Kaunda's political base in the 
government) there will be even less money 
for the rest of the nation.  

And there's pitifully little for them 
already. The- effects of the. budgetary 
restrictions are being felt most severely 
among the urban poor, who have fled to the 
towns to escape the seemingly hopeless 
poverty of the rural areas. But life in the ci
ty is also deteriorating. With wages falling, 
costs rising, jobs disappearing, the urban 
areas are becoming among the most volatile 
areas n the country.  

While social services were expanded in 
the years following independence "that 
movement has now come to an end," writes 
Tony Southall, "and the proportion of 
resources devoted to... health and educa
tion is now declining." There is significant 
malnutrition everywhere, and What health 
and education services do exist are generally 
being provided by missionaries.  

In the rural areas, Where 50 percent of the 
population remains, (the World Bank.  
estimates that the balance'between rural 
and urban populations will shift to the 
towns before the end of this decade) the 
situation is equally difficult, but perhaps 
less "flammable." A 1979 study, initiated 
by the government, showed that the rural 
population "was now significantly worse 
off than its counterparts in Tanzania, 
despite the fact that the latter's per capita 
income is one fifth of Zambia's," notes 
Southall.  

Up until now Kaunda has been able to 
blame the disastrous state of the nation on 
the effects of the Zimbabwe war. While cer
tainly the bombings of the copper transport 
routes effectively cut exports and imports, 
the problems are older and deeper than 
those generated by the war. Through na
tionalization Kaunda had hoped that Zam-

bia would gain control over its own 
resources and, hopefully, distribute more 
benefits to the general population. But the 
system is now in a shambles. And Kaunda 
has consistently refused to consider alter
natives to his policies and has dealt with 
differences by latieling it opposition and 
marginalizing or isolating those who 
disagree with him. Opponents are sent to 
distant diplomatic posts, or discovered to 
be "corrupt," or "plotting against the 
government" and are either jailed or sent to 
remote rural areas.  

Kaunda's detractors point out that there 
is only a limited pool of skilled ad
ministrators in the country. "He's running 
6ut of good people," says one observer, 
"and increasingly surounding himself with, 
those whowon't challenge him. But they 
often don't know what they're doing 
either." 

In recent years these people have become 
the essence of Kaunda's political base in 
Zambia, now that government policies are, 
in essence jettisoning the-rural and urbali 
poor. In 1978 Kaunda won 80 percent of 
the vote in an electoral poll in which 60 per
cent of the population participated. The 
leaders of the opposing slate were either ig.  
noted or blasted by the government con
trolled media and other political leaders 
were arrested and held "indefinitely" 
without charges. "In these circumstances of 
intimidation and innuendo it was 
remarkable that as many as 20 percent...  
were actually willing to oppose Kaunda,' " 

comments Southall.  
Coup Attempt 

In the past year both opposition and 
repression have intensified. October and 
November saw a bizarre series of events 
where Prominent leaders were arrested amid 
rumors of a coup. Soon after, Kaunda an

over
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nounced he had prevented a South African
inspired coup, to be carried out by Zambian 
dissidents and Katangese mercenaries. A 
state of emergency was declared and a 
curfew imposed. Discoveries of arms caches 
andfurther "proof' of the coup followed.  
In December, the Times of Zambia 
editorialized, "Those who thought of it [the 
coup] as a mere political prattle have now 
been disabused of that notion. The plot did 
exist and, as the President promised, its sor
did details have begun to come out." 

In January the UNIP secretary general, 
Mainza Chona, announced that the party 
would be "ruthless with people trying to 
undermine it." Unless "anti-party 
elements" were removed, he said, there 
would be "bloodshed and suffering.' It 
wasn't lost on observers that the govern
ment was planning to announce its new 
austerity budget at the end of the month in 
hopes of winning a new IMF loan of about 

'$637 million.  
Among some of the first victims of the 

ban on criticism were seventeen trade union 
leaders, including mineworker heads, who 
were expelled from UNIP after publicly 
disagreeing with a party plan to decentralize 
the-government. "What that plan did in ef
fect," says one observer, "was to ensure 
party control over provincial areas, by 
limiting the vote to party members only." 

The - expulsioi of the union leaders 
sparked a strike in the mines and banks.  
The miners, who constitute an industrial 
elite and who wish to remain a powerful 
political force felt especially threatened by 
the new voting plan, which they assumed, 
probably correctly, was aimed at curbing 
their power.  

The government managed to settle the 
strike and apparently keep the new plan 
while offering other inducements to the 
miners to keep them quiet, but 1200 coal 
miners turned around and called a wild-cat 
strike when a "district governor praised 
thtem for being more loyal to the govern
ment than the copper miners," reports 
Africa News. "Coal miners said they 
resented the governor's attempt to sow divi
sion in the trade union movement." 

In February the government again at
tempted to quell some of this unrest by a 
high-level reshuffle that juggled a dozen top 
party and government officials. Although 
the new party chief Humphrey Mulemba 
and Prime Minister Nalumino Mundia are 
considered more acceptable to the trade 
unions than their predecessors, popular 
discontent is likely to continue.  

The IMF austerity budget currently being 
negotiated is said to include a sharp reduc
tio6t in government subsidies on basic food 
stuffs, and a transfer of much of the money 
now spent on social welfare to in
dustrialization projects. Already, just two

days after one step in this plan was an
nounced, the price of bread climbed up 25 
percent. If the IMF accepts just these 
measures, and it is not at all clear that the 
IMF considers these measures enough, the 
cost will be increased hardship for the ma
jority of Zambians who remain barely on 
the edge. of survival. In addition, such 
measures are sure to increase popular op
position to Kaunda's government.  

Opposition 
The major question at this point is 

whether the miners, apy other opposition
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group, or a coalition of several, can effec
tively counter Kaunda. On the right, the 
banking industry-the only non-nation
alized major industry-is deeply upset with 
the government's incompetence. The threat 
from the miners is couched in more populist 
terms, but is essentially still an effort at! 
controlling the spoils of the system rather 
than altering it. Neither group is "organ
ized" politically beyond its original base. A 
more popular movement, concerned with 
the injustices the system his generated, has 
yet to appear.
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Confident Mugabe Quells Violence

by Steve Vegh 

Hopes for the continued orderly integra
tion of former guerrillas into a single na
tional army were dealt a serious setback.on 
February 9 with the worst outbreak of 
violence between partisans of Zimbabwe's 
two nationalist parties to date. Five days of 

fighting between former ZANLA and 
ZIPRA troops -the armies of ZANU and 
ZAPU respectively- left more than 300 
dead around Bulawayo.  

Unlike the previous less serious incident 
last November, however, this latest round 
of sectarian violence began in a unit of the 

0 newly formed national army, raising ques
tions about the effectiveness of the integra
tion process. The danger that other new ar
my units might also break ranks forced 
Prime Minister Robert Mugabe to rely on 
remnants of the old Rhodesian Army and 
Air Force to restore order.  

According to Western news services, the 
violence was an escalation of an earlier bar
room brawl between rival guerrillas of the 
national army at a base near Bulawayo.  
From there the fighting spread quickly to 
Bulawayo's sprawling Entumbane 
township, and to the Connemara barracks 
sixty miles away.  

By all accounts the fighting was initiated 
by ZIPRA elements in the national army, 
who opened fire on former ZANLA 
members and passers-by with weapons 
taken from army depots.  

Shake-up Angers Guerrillas 
Nominally followers of Joshua Nkomo, 

head of the minority PF-ZAPU party, the 
mutinous troops were angry at their leaders' 
acceptance of a government reshuffle in 
January which relegated him to a lesser 
ministerial post.  

The troops are also said to be growing 
bitter about what they feel is the betrayal of 
their interests by the ZAPU leadership in 
exchange for high positions in the new 
government.  

In statements to reporters, Mugabe 
charged disgruntled members of PF

Steve Vegh, a long time liberation sup
port worker, was active in the student anti
apartheid movement in the University of 
Rochester, and is now living in New York.

Robert Mugabe. Firm leadership in the 
latest crisis.  
ZAPU's military wing with responsibility 
for the fighting, saying, "They've never 
[become] reconciled to the fact that they 
lost the election" of February, 1980. "Now 
there are those who think they can reverse 
the defeat by taking up arms." 

The recent violence, occurring only two 
weeks before the first anniversary of 
ZANU's overwhelming victory in national 
elections last year, is sobering testimony to 
the political and social tensions that con
tinue to disrupt Zimbabwe's war 
reconstruction and social transformation.  

Some Western observers have singled out 
"tribalism" as the source of much of Zim
babwe's political difficulties, "since 
Nkomo's political base is limited to the 
Ndebele speaking inhabitants of western 
Zimbabwe. But most Zimbabweans, while 
acknowledging an undercurrent of ethnic 
tension in the recent fighting, point to divi
sions arising from the long liberation strug
gle and the guerrillas uncertain futures as 
the real cause of the conflict.  

A positive sign amidst the recent dissen
sion, was the conduct of most former 
ZIPRA commanders in the new army who 
remained loyal to the government. Nkomo 
also retreated from his highly publicized

unhappiness with his new cabinet post dur
ing the crisis, stating that he and the Prime 
Minister were "working well together in
deed." The danger is that Nkomo's con
ciliatory statements and the commanders' 
refusal -to sanction the revolt may further 
lessen the party's hold over its discontented 
military.  

The Military-A Problem 
The two rebellious battalions have now 

been disfrmed and trucked to widely 
separated camps'outside the city. Never
theless, the government is still faced with 
the problem posed by the remaining 22,000 
armed former freedom fighters who have 
languished in assembly camps for over a 
year.  

Sources close to the guerrillas of both 
:parties-say that many former bush fighters, 
particularly the ZIPRA troops, feel forgot
ten and left out. Many guerrillas, having 
left school at an early age to join the libera
tion struggle, are poorly educated and 
poorly trained for work in the public and 
private sector. They are said to resent the 
prospect of a return to the farm while those 
who stayed safely in school during the war 
received jobs in industry and government.  

Poor living conditions and fears about 
the future are worsened for ZIPRA cadres.  
who must also contend with the liabilities, 
both real and imagined, of membership in a 
distinctly minor political party. Until the 
government acquires the resources to 
demobilize the guerrillas into constructive 
and desirable employment, tensions among 
the former guerrillas are likely to remain 
dangerously high.  

Accelerated government plans call for all 
these men to be trained and integrated into 
the national army by the end of the year.  
Some observers question whether Zim
babwe, with a population of only seven 
million, can afford to support an army of 
what will amount to 60,000 men. Equally 
unlikely, however, is the prospect of 
speeding up the training program, although 
at present the former guerrillas receive a 
mere six weeks of retraining before being 
commissioned in the national army.  

"Last Opportunity" for West 
While by no means as serious as the pro

Continued on page 26
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The view from Katutura. i roofs, dirt roads, and strong support for SWJ

With the Geneva talks on Namibia ended, and South Africa still unwilling to 
relinquish control over the territory, the Namibian people are now faced with the 
prospect of more years of war and occupation. Jerry Herman, the southern Africa 
coordinator for the American Friends Service Committee, recently spent two months in 
southern Africa on a pastoral mission/fact-finding tour. One week of this tour was 
spent traveling around Namibia and the following is a report on what he found.

by Jerry Herman 

Katutura-I had taken the call in my 
room at the ThUringer H. The caller 
explained that if I wanted to visit the Black 
township of Katutura I should pick him up 
the next day at a certain location.  

The conversation, of necessity, was guard
ed, as all political discussion is in Namibia, 
a country caught in the tide of revolutiona
ry struggle. I had just been given the direc
tions for picking up a supporter of the 
South'West Africa Peoples Organization, 
who was to give me a tour of the Black* 
township of Katutura, which sprawls out

Jerry Herman is the southern Africa 
coordinator for the American Friends Ser
vice Committee.

side the virtually all-white capital of Wind
hoek.  

The tour, surprisingly, included a meet
ing with three members of SWAPO, one of 
whom was Axel Johannes, a man jailed and 
hounded by the South African security 
forces to the extent that Amnesty Interna
tional took up his case and initiated an in
ternational effort to free him from deten
tion.  

I was in Namibia on a pastoral and fact
finding mission with an American Friends 
Service Commmittee delegation of four.  
One other delegate and I had decided to tra
vel into Namibia to listen to and sample the 
feelings of the barely one million people in 
this country who populate a territory twice 
the size of California.  

The south of the country is tough, scrub
by land while the north is more fertile and

thus more populous, dominated by ,two 
groups-the Ovambos and the Hereros. In 
the populated north, the war is more in
tense.  

This land is as rich with minerals as it is 
barren of people. Uranium, platinum, 
lithium and gem diamonds are here in 
abundance, and exploiting Namibia's 
natural wealth is important both to the 
West and to South Africa.  

The guerrilla war being waged by the 
military arm of SWAPO, the People's 
Liberation Army of Namibia (PLAN), is 
intensifying against the South African oc
cupation forces, whose numbers have been 
estimated as high as 70,000. The war has W 
been contained for the most part, to nor
thern Namibia and southern Angola. This 
then, was the backdrop for our trip and was 
very much in our mind as we rented a Hertz
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Volkswagen Rabbit and picked up our 
guide to Katutura.  

Luck Shanties 
We wound around inside the dusty 

township, visiting with a number of people 

and noted that each tribal grouping was 
restricted to its own area. The wooden door 

of each tiny brick house was stamped with 

the first letter of the tribe and underneath 

was printed the house number. A male 

hostel housing 5000 workers was set next to 
the highway that leads into the township.  

Nearby, too, was an area set aside for so
called coloreds, and on a straight stretch a 

bit north of the township was better hous

ing for the more affluent Blacks. All of this 

was so much in contrast with the lovely and 
expensive white homes that sat above the 

hills surrounding Windhoek.  
We stopped before a typical Katutura 

house, a small bungalow called a "luck 

shanty" with a wire fence surrounding it 

and a small garden of recently turned dirt to 

one side of the yard. Inside the neat house 

was a Black woman with a cautious but 

gentle smile who offered us a drink of soda.  

The SWAPO organizer entered from the 

kitchen area. I could feel his confidence and 

determination as be talked about his work 

and his belief in SWAPO's ultimate suc

cess. It was only when we shook hands to 

leave that he smiled, a slightly detached 

smile and gave a little salute. He disap
peared out the back.

Bishop Kauluma. A target for assassination

We drove to a similar house, where we .z 
parked and walked to the backyard. There 
two men were waiting, one with a short
wave radio. The other, a carefully dressed , 
man, studied our every move. We were led 3 
through the back door and -through a kit- E 
chen into a living room, where we were in
troduced to Axel Johannes, a man made in- g 
to a legend by his suffering.  

At first, the five of us sat there rather for
mally, but the mood was altered by Johan
nes. Without warning, his chair gave way, 
and he slid to the floor. We laughed as he 
pulled himself up. Our laughter dissolved 
into a round of very involved political 
discussion. Axel insisted that the struggle of 
SWAPO was a pragmatic struggle and that 
they would therefore not be able to na
tionalize the mining industry, at least not 
for a good while.  

The political discussion touched on many 
sensitive issues including violence and the 
recent raids by the South African security 
forces into southern Angola. On this topic, 
all three denied that the attack had in any 
way impaired SWAPO's effectiveness.  
They asserted that SWAPO militants could 
and do infiltrate Windhoek with ease.  

When asked wly and how he, Johannes, 
had stuck with the struggle for so many 
years and suffered so much pain, he said 
that when he spent a long period in prison 
in solitary confinement, he had decided that 
if he was released h' would take his family 
into exile. Instead when he returned, the 
love he felt for his people was so great that 
he could not leave; he knew he must stay 
and struggle with them.  

The other two SWAPO activists related 
similar stories. David had just been released 
from a six-year stretch on Robben Island 
and reported proudly that both Herman 
Toivo Ja Toivo and Nelson Mandela were 
in excellent mental and physical shape. He 
also said that there isgreat respect by those 
inside prison for Sam Nujoma. The third 
man, SWAPO's internal minister of infor
mation, said that of all the territory's 
political organizations, only SWAPO had 
the strength to call a rally and mass 5,000 
of their supporters in Katutura. The rally 
had occurred only a week before we ar
rived.  

No Trade Unions 
In another meeting hastily put together, I 

met with two labor leaders, Arthur Picker
ing and a man named Joe. Since returning, 
I have been told that both have beei ar
rested. Arthur pointed out that in Namibia 
there is no viable trade union and that 
workers are prevented from organizing 
themselves. Joe added that on paper they 
can organize but that no union exists nor is 
there any likelihood that one will.  

Both argued that what they need is 
pressure put on American companies go

that organizers and worKers will not be 
harassed and detained. Arthur gave an ex
ample of cotnpany tactics. He said that in 

recent weeks the uranium mine at Rossig 

which is owned by Rio Tinto Zinc, had 
issued workers pamphlets saying that they 
should not form unions. Instead, the pam
phlets asserted, management would form a 

Ammittee to handle their grievances. The 

unspoken, he pointed out, is that.if you 
continue union activity you will be fired.  

They described Rossing's discrimination 
tactics in their housing development, saying 

that they profess not to assign housing in a 

biased manner. But, he said, there are two 

areas for workers, skilled and unskilled.  
Both men smiled and said in unison, 

"Guess who is skilled and who is unskilled 
and what the housing conditions are like in 
the unskilled sections." 

The conditions inside the giant men's 
hostel at, Katutura were described as 

atrocious by a pastor who preaches there.  
As many as 5600 men live there. About 
4,000 ,have jobs and the remaining 1600 
have come down from the north in search 

of work. The jobseekers are allowed to 

come because they provide leverage for 

businessmen when confronted by workers 
demanding higher wages.  

More distlirbing, he bristled, is the social 
impact of the hostel. Women are not allow

ed there so the men from -the north must 
leave their families behind. In 
Katutura they are alone and without worlki.  
There is an increase in alcoholism and many 
of the men turn to other women. It has 

turned an organized life style in to
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disorganization.  
While we were sitting with the pastor, 

three ministers arrived from Ovamboland 
where the war is being fought. I asked 
about the strength of SWAPO among the 
people there' After a signal from the pastor 
that we were to be trusted, each answered 
that every member of their congregation is a 
SWAPO supporter. These ministers, fresh 
from the fighting area, saying in plain 
English 'that SWAPO had solid support 
among the people, was a startling reminder 
that the South African military was the only 
force standing between SWAPO's coming 
to power. Was there not, in what I was 
hearing, echoes of the American involve
ment in Vietnam? 

A Namibian bishop said that many men 
come to him describing how they have been 
tortured at the hands of the police and the 
military. He had planned to pass on to me a 
recently compiled list of detained men.  

I had wanted to go north to Ovam
boland, but the bishop thought it unwise 
because of the level of violence and the 
danger of land mines on the roads. I later 
learned that there are two ways to go north.  
One is to travel with the military and the 
other is to go With church people. The lat
tqr, I was constantly told, is the safest.  

Church leaders in Namibia, by most ac
counts, are a courageous group. They have

been consistent in denouncing the terror of 
the South African security establishment.  
In a recently discovered hit list, reportedly 
put together by the South African police, a 
number of prominent church leaders have 
been targeted for assassination.  

I subscribe to the Windhoek Observei in 
the United States and one of the political 
columns I read regularly is Gwen Lister. I 
find her column candid and penetratingly 
analytical. In person, she is outspoken and 
courageous. When we met in Windhoek, 
she was far along on a pregnancy, which 
certainly did not deter her relentless analysis 
of Namibian politics.  

She felt the churches of Namibia were 
taking far too much of a back seat and 
should be much more aggressive in the 
struggle. The few Black businessmen in Na
mibia have been, she argued, set up by 
Black investment corporations that are 
funded by white South Africans.  

The male hostels are sickening, she ex
claimed. They contain 5,000 people and to 
this must be added all their friends and 
relatives who come down from the north 
where the war is taking its toll. Here there 
are no jobs.  

She went on to assert that the Security 
Act allows Rossing to hide much of its ac
tivity,' even the names of the large share
holders. It is reputed, she said, that British 
Foreign Secretary Lord Carrington is one of

vnl. . wklvU Ml9UUM U Mwa, IIVUUlN In DliUK iownminps is segregaieo oy emnic origin as well as race. The symbols on this "luck shanty" door Identify this family as 
Damara-speaking, who live In the townships 21st house.

Rossing's large shareholders.  
What about the Democratic Turnhallq 

Alliance? Where does its support come 
from? Lister believes that West Germany 
and South Africa are large financial sup
porters of the DTA. She described the 
Namibian National Front and SWAPO-D 
as having little mass support. SWAPO-D, 
she said, has a lot of white support and, she 
added caustically that Andreas Chipenga, 
SWAPO-D's leader, would do well with the 
chamber of commerce.  
. The new conscription law, she said, will 
drive the young into exile and swell 
SWAPO's ranks. Some South African bat
talions now have Blacks, she said, but they 
are for the most part thugs. The same kind 
of people have been recruited to act as 
bodyguards for government-backed black 
leaders in Ovamboland. Conscription is 
also likely to worsen racial tension within 
the South African army. In Windhoek, bar
room brawls between Black and white 
soldiers is already a nightly occurrence. She 
concluded by saying that with the DTA, 
things can only be disastrous as they do not 
represent the-people.  

When I sat over tea with a white govern
ment man-I might add a most likeable 
person-he admitted to having the tough 
task of doing public relations for the DTA, 
a government which lacked the support of 
the people. At least 90 percent of the 
population of Namibia are loyal to 
SWAPO, he readily admitted. However, he 
continued, the DTA plans to erode 
SWAPO's commanding lead in the next 
year.  

During a relaxed moment, I asked 
whether the Afrikaner population was 
predisposed to genocide. He held his breath 
for a minute, then conceded that they are 
predisposed to discipline and fit into it easi
ly. Then he stopped, thought a few minutes 
and changed the subject and began talking 
about the government's efforts to change 
and how foreign companies were building 
schools.  

The Windhoek airport, if one could 
somehow disregard the number of white 
South African military men moving about, 
could have been a small airport in any 
American city of 40,000 people.  
Businessmen were arriving and departing, 
renting or returning cars from Hertz or 
Avis, quickly having coffee. I could not 
disregard the military activity or the Black 
work gangs involved in menial tasks out 
and around the tarmac. Once I noticed a 
number of these men studying a small 
cluster of young white soldiers carrying 
weapons.  

Subscribe To 
Southern Africa
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South Africa: New Aggression 
When William Khanyile was a young man 

he joined the African National Congress of 
South Africa as an organizer of Black uni
ons. For these two crimes he served eight 
long years on Robben Island and suffered 
years of exile. His last post was in Mozam
bique, where as National Executive of the 
South African Congress of Trade Unions 
he witnessed the growing strength and mili
tancy of the South African working class 
with pride and excitement. But he would.  
not live to see their final victory.  

Khanyile and ten other members of the' 

ANC died in a hail of rockets and machine 
gun fire on January 30 when South African 
commandos in armored cars drove forty 
miles into neighboring Mozambique to the 
industrial suburb of Matola, near Maputo.  
There they destroyed three residences hous
ing exiled members of the ANC. A Por
tuguese national also died during the at
tack, as did two of the South African com
mandos who were killed during an ex
change with defending Mozambican 
soldiers.  

The ANC later announced that in addi
tion to the eleven men killed, three men had 
been captured by the raiders and taken back 
to South Africa.  

The South African police have confirmed 
they captured three men who they named as 
Lati Rantshekang, David Ntobela and 
Uujani Mauusa. The ANC has expressed 
concern that the prisoners would be tor
tured and killed by their captors.  

General Constand Viljoen, commander 

of the South African Defense 1Voice, 
defended the action on security grounds, 
asserting that recent ANC military ac
tivities, including the devastating Sasol 
raids last summer and the Soekmekaar and 
Silverton attacks were planned in the ANC 
houses. Matola, he declared, was "the spr
ingboard for terrorism."

Raid Claims Challenged 
But some observers question why South 

Africa would wait so long after the Sasol 
and Silverton attacks to retaliate for them.  
Rather, they argue, the Matola attack 
seems designed to strengthen Prime Mini
ster P.W. Botha's hand in the recently an
nounced upcoming national election, and 
to signal Washington that Pretoria is only 
too willing to fall in line behind Reagan's 
c.old war foreign policy. The attack on Ma

Vl came only two days after Secretary of 
State Alexander Haig announced a new 
"get tough" policy against what he termed 
''rampant international terrorism." 

Oliver Tambo, the President of the ANC

The aftermath of aggression. An ANC member lies slain in the rubble of his Matola home.

denied Viljoen's claim that his organization 
has bases inside Mozambique. "It is com
mon knowledge that yur guerrillas train in 
various parts of the world and then move 
into South Africa and train others there," 
he said. "But there is no staging center in 
Mozambique." 

Reiterating that the shelled houses were 
just residences, Tambo went on, "If pos
sessing guns is sufficient to turn a house in
to a military base, we want to know, because 
most whites in South Africa keep guns in 
their homes."

Mozambique accused South Africa of 
trying to export its "explosive" internal sit
uation to bordering states. FRELIMO fur
ther charged that "the barbaric act by the 
South African racist regime is an integral 
part of a concerted plan to weaken, terror
ize and destabilize neighboring countries." 
The statement went on to affirm Mozam
bique's "solidarity and full support of tie 
people of South Africa under the leadership 
of the Africap National Congress ... and of 
the persons who, because of racial and 

Continued on page 25
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Maputo--Mavalane is a sprawling 
canico (cane) bairro,-or neighbor
hood-of Maputo. It begins just beyond 
the outskirts of what the canico dwellers call 
"cement city," a name that encapsulates 
the striking contrast between their reed 
shanties, packed cheek by jowl across the 
open, sandy land, and the attractive, tree
lined center of the city, graced .by spacious 
brick houses and apartment buildings.

Mavalane, like the many other canico ba
irros, grew -out of the Portuguese coloni
alists' need for a source of cheap'labor, 
along with the steady pushing back of the 
African population as the whites claimed 
more and more land for their city. While 
the life of the Portuguese settlers became 
increasingly luxurious, life in the canicos 
deteriorated to sub-human conditions.  
With Mozambique's 'independence just

over five years ago, the deterioration was 
halted, and slowly a process of develop 
ment is taking place, transforming the live 
of the people of Mavalane.  

Women leaders of Mavalane came to
gether to talk to me, for three days, about 
the changes that they are experiencing, and 
with each day relinquished more of their 
shyness. They were certainly used to visi
tors; these came regularly to Mavalane, but 
generally they stayed only a few hours, or 
morning or an afternoon at the most.  

No doubt they wondered, their face 
expressing their hesitancy, what they could.  
possibly do for me once the welcom 
speeches and cursory interviews were over.  
While most journalists packed up their tape 
recorders and left at that point, Iwanted to 
visit for three whole days.  

But by the third day they were used to 
me. The car was greeted by the delighted fa
ces of the women crowding the doorway 
aM narrow steps of 6ne of the few cement 
buildings-previously a Portuguese-owned 
shop-which housed the local FRELIMO 
structures and mass organization. Their 
grins were broad. "Oh, we are getting so 
used to you," one of the militants of the or
ganization of Mozambican women, OMM, 
said as I was ushered into the small room 
which served as the office for both the 
women's organization and the youth orga
nization. "Now that we know you, it is al
ready the last day. We will miss you when 
you don't come again. You are our sister," 
and everyone clapped their hands and 
laughed in agreement.  

As they talked, hour after hour, the small 
room became a stage with a fluctuating 
number of actors-between eight ,and 
twelve-and one member of the audience, 
myself. The inflections of their voices cov
ered a wide range, but when the women 
wanted to place particular emphasis on an 
aspect of their tale, they would act out a 
scene for me.  

Relations Within The Family 
While the range of subjects and stories 

was large, I steered many of my questions 
to one aspect: relations within the family 
and-most particularly-how OMM at the 
bairro level responded to any instances of 
marital breakdown. In the cities, social con
ditions have given rise to harsh, even brutal, 
relationships within the family.  

But in the rural areas, traditional atti
tudes against divorce are stronger than in 
the cities. The emphasis on the family, as 
well as women's roles within it, is strong 
everywhere in Mozambique. The family is 
described -in a recent article in the dai[* 
press as " the first cell of the party," and 
the woman is singled out as the prime 
dynamizer of this cell," the ohe responsible • 
for nurturing good . relations within 'it, 
among all its members.
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Along with this goes a notion that di
vorce is a social problem. While legal for 
both men and women, it is generally dis
couraged by the party. This was particularly 
evident in conversations I had with people 
who were reflecting the more official OMM 
or FRELIMO viewpoint. Reconciliation is 
considered preferable and in the ideal fami
ly which is based on the new relations possi
ble within a revolutionary society, divorce is 
an anathema.  In my travels through different parts of 
Mozambique, however, I found that the 
practice varied. In some communal villages, 
for instance, the party perspective pre
vailed. One member of a communal village 
tribunal in Gaza proudly pronounced: "Di
vorce has never occurred in this village." 
Elsewhere, people in communal villages 
spoke of the problems that persist between 
husband and wife and how divorces, while 
infrequent, had helped resolve them.  

In Mavalane it quickly became evident 
that divorce is not frowned upon by the 16
cal OMM, structures. When it comes to 
dealing with the realities of life in social sit
uations inherited from colonial times, wo
men gain support from the organization as 
well as the party. Where women are suffer
ing because of their husband's maltreat
ment, there is no time for talking about re
conciliation. Story after story told me by 
my new friends, showed that women of the 
community are given strong support in the 
resolution of marital discord, a resolution 
that often ends in separation and/or 
divorce.  

Ordered Out 9f the House 
Take the 'case of a young woman who 

had been married a few years and had two 
young children. Her husband became in
volved with a woman he met where he 
worked and ordered his wife out of the 
house, giving her a months notice. When 
the wife failed to leave, he gave her an 
ultimatum: "By the time I come home from 
work this evening, you must have left, or 
there will be trouble." During the day the 
wife packed her suitcases and got the 
children ready. When her husband returned 
from work she was still there. He was 
angry. "I am waiting for you to help me to 
the bus stop," she told him. She tied her 
baby onto her back and picked up her suit
case. Her husband followed, carrying their 
older child. They walked in silence in-the 
evening light to the bus stop, and when the 
bus came she got on and he, still silent, 
handed hr the other child. The bus drove 
.off.  

After a few days, he turned up at the 
home of her parents, where she was staying.  

Iis mother had committed suicide, he ex-, 
planed to her parents, and he wanted her 
back home. Rather than giving him an an
swer, the parents took the matter to OMM, 
accompanied by their daughter. "I do not

want to go back to him. He said I was 
useless and had to leave. Now I have left." 
The wife was adamant. When OMM called 
the husband into their office to hear his 
story, he repeated what'he had told his in
laws. But his wife continued to insist that 
she would not return.  

During the discussion the husband got up 
from his chair and a long, sharp knife 
tucked in his waistband was eVosed. And 
so another angle to the story emerged, 
namely that he had threatened to kill his 
wife on a number of occasions. She was 
scared to go back. OMM realized that the 
man was not asking his wife to return 
because he repented and still loved htr.  
There was another reason. They feared he 
would try to kill her. To clinch any doubts, 
when the woman and her brother visited her 
in-laws outside of Maputo a few weeks 
later, they found the mother to be very 
much alive. Now, after two years, the 
woman continues to live with her family, 
with the explicit support of OMM.  
Meanwhile, the case has been taken to ap-° 

propriate state structures within the locality 
so that divorce can be discussed. ' 

I was told of a young woman in her early 
twenties who, came to OMM with her pro
blem. She and her husband were always 
quarreling: "We do not have a happy life 
together," she told them. The cause was 
money. "He gives me a little money, but 
not enough to cover all the expenses of the 
house." The OMM responsavel for social 
affairs sympathized with her and together 
they worked out the best way to approach

A small cobbler In Mavalane. Life In the bairros Is hard but Is Improving.
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him. If the man was called to the office he 
would ask who told them. In such circum
stances a man was likely to feel humiliated 
and get angry enough to beat his wife 
severely. "What do you think?" he would 
shout, "That OMM is your mother and 
your father, so that you can.tell them these 
things?" 

OMM's experience led them to take a 
different approach. And so, as in maniy 
such cases, the OMM woman visited the 
house one evening when the family was 
home, and for a while they spoke generally.  
Then the wife began to talk. "As you are 
here, Mama, I want to tell you that we are 
not having a good life together here at 
home," and she repeated the money pro
blem. The OMM responsavel ask edhi 
husband: "Is what your wife is saying the' 
truth?" He got very angry, but she stopped 
him. "No," she said, "I am not here to 
quarrel with you. We must all try to put our 
lives in order." She talked to both of them, 
first telling the woman that she must respect 
her husband. "When you have problems 
you must not get in the habit of talking 
about it to your neighbors." But she was 
sterner with the husband. "You too must 
respect your wife. Even if your salary is 
insufficient, it is for both of you. So'you 
must discuss all the expenses and the budget 
together. This way your wife will know how 
much you earn and how it is being spent." 

The talk helped the young couple get 
through an impasse. After a while the wo
man came to thank her for her help and 
said they had stopped quarreling. Soon af-
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ter, the husband came as well. "Thank you, 
Mama," he said. "We have begun a new 
life together." 

The role of the OMM responsavel in these 
accounts, as in others, emerged as a very 
effective one. Not only did they show sup
port and concern, they provided, very 
often, very tangible, alternatives. For exam
ple, finding the deserted wife a job in the 
hospital as above or, as on a different oc
casion, ensuring that the husband paid the 
equivalent of $60.00 a month towards the 
support of his children who had gone with 
his wife to live with her family in the rural 
areas. This amount, not small in Mozam
bicin terms, was paid to the People's 
Tribunal each month, and it was this struc
ture that forwarded it to the wife, thus en
suring that it actually was sent. Or, where 
no economic support was possible, making 
sure she could live with her parents. For the 
first time, women have an alternative, an 
organization that can be turned to which 

4gives them the opportunity to opt out of an 
insufferable relationship-and not be left 
destitute.  

Why Should I Feed Her 
There was another case. A young woman 

came to OMM and complained that her 
husband refused to give her any money for 
food and she was starving. She was totally 
dependent on him, having no family in the 
vicinity. While he ignored his wife, he paid 
much attention to his lover who had be
come pregnant.  

The OMM visited their house to speak 
with the husband. "Is it true that you are 
not feeding your wife?" they asked him.  
Unabashed (and not untypically), he replied 
in the affirmative. "Why should I feed her,

she has producedno children." "But," re
plied the OMM representatives, "she is still 
a human being and must eat." "No," he 
persisted, "she has produced no children, I 
do not have to feed her." 

They tried to make the man see reason, 
but in vain. He kept on repeating the same 
argument, saying that now he had a woman 
who would produce his children and he 
would support her instead. Realizing it 
would do no good, OMM stopped arguing, 
and resolved the problem by finding the 
woman-who had never worked before 
and was illiterate-a job as a cleaner in a 
hospital.  

A different example told to me concerned 
the party secretary of the bairro, whose be
havior defied his position of authority and 
respect. Not long after independence he 
brought a young woman from the country
side to his home, telling his wife that she 
was a servant, and would assist her with her 
work. But the woman did little domestic 
work, and her husband shared her bed at 
night. The wife's unhappiness soon promp
ted the concern of her neighbors and they 
took the Watter to OMM. Concerned mem
bets of the community Went to visit him, 
and asked him what was going on. "I am 
surprised," he feigned. "You are not the 
first to ask me such questions. Does it mean 
that as I am the secretary of the party I can
not receive visitors in my own home?,This 
girl is my niece." 

When they asked his wife, she told them 
otherwise. Finally, when the secretary was 
trying to have the witnesses who had repor
ted his actions punished by the militia, the 
'matter was taken up by the otl'er members 
of the party structure. For four days, they 
questioned him. For three days he denied 
the rumors. On the fourth day he con-

These OMM women spent three days With the author discussing their lives and their 
marriages.

fessed. "Why did you lie for such a long 
time?" he was asked, and told that he must 
report to the People's Tribunal the follow-.  
ing day. The next day he was nowhere to be 
found. He had fled to his family in a neigh
boring bairro. One night he sneaked home 
but the militia was waiting for him, and he 
was taken to the police station and kept there; 
for a month.  

"He needed time to think about what he 
had done," the women commented. With 
the first flush of independence, many 
opportunists found their way into the struc
tures of the party and as representatives of 
the people because they spouted FRELIMO 
principles and policy with apparent sinceri
ty. But their actions caught up with them in 
time, and when they were found out, like 
this party secretary, they were dealt with 
severely.  

When the man was released, he, his wife 
and the young woman, were called to the 
headquarters of the party to discuss the 
matter. He admitted that he had been 
wrong, but said that he and his wife had not 
had 'sexual relationships for a long time.  

"My wifeis sick. I am a man. I must be able 
to live like a man." 

His wife did not want to return to him, .  
and her position was supported. No 
reconciliation was attempted and she went 
to live with her parents. Not all cases end in 
separation. In Mavalane, OMM has been 
able to help couples to reconcile their 
diffe ences where there is some potential.  

How little this option existed in the past 
was described to me by one of the oldest 
OMM members in Mavalane. Wrinkled and 
completely grey, Maria Masinga talked to 
me about her life when we visited her at her 
small house in the bairro. She had had no 
children, and hence early in her marriage, 
her husband had left her. She could find no 
work. To survive, she walked for three 
hours from Mavalane to a small field she 
had in the country to produce food to eat.  
She would sleep at the field and return 
home a few days a week. She was regularly 
hungry, and six years ago, just before inde
pendence, she got ill and could not make 
the journey to her field any longer. If it had 
not been for OMM, her fate would have 
been the same as many old women she 
knew: to die alone, of hunger. But now, 
whenever she did not have food, OMM 
made sure she ate. She worked With the 
OMM women on a number of projects, 
helping her neighbors, and she was proud 
of her membership. "If I could,': she said, 
"I would stand up and be dancing all the 
time." S.U.  

Stephanie Urdang is a member of th 
Southern Africa Collective who recently 
visited in Mozambique and is writing a series 
of articles about women.
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South Africa's Secret War

Destroyed bridge In southern Angola Is a mute testament to the inten

Angola is a country that has been forced, 
since independence, into a constant state of 
war. This was the principal finding of the 
International Commission of Inquiry into 
the Crimes of the Racist and Apartheid 
Regimes in southern Africa which met in 
Angola from January 30 to February 3, 
1981. The commission, which was estab
lished after the Soweto uprising in 1976, 
met to hear evidence of South African ag
gression against Angola, the other front
line states, and the people of Namibia and 

1outh Africa.  
The commission, which held its firt ses

sion in Brussels in 1979, is composed of 
well-known individuals from a broad range 
of countries and political perspectives. The

27 panel members included the. chairman, 
Sean MacBride, former US Attorney 
General Ramsey Clark, leading legal pro
fessionals from Europe, Africa, and the 
USSR, and representatives from several 
churches. Evidence was closely examined, 
and witnesses were often asked very de
tailed questions. Jennifer Davis was invited 
to attend as an observer on behalf of 
Southern Africa. This is her report.  

Luanda-South Africa's secret war against 
Angola must be internationally exposed, 
and the Pretoria government and its 
military forces branded as international ter-

rorists, said Nobef prize winner Sean 
MacBride, reporting the findings of the In
ternational Commission which bad 
gathered to examine evidence of South 
African aggression.  

South Africa has created a situation 
throughout southern Africa in which it not 
only constitutes a threat to international 
peace, but is constantly breaching that 
peace by actions such as its raidq into 
Angolan territory, andthe recent attack on 
Mozambique. Chairman Sean MacBride 
-speaking before -an audience of several 
hundred Angolans, including members of 
the MPLA party, and diplomatic and press 
officials-called for strong action against 

over
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South Africa under the provisions of 
Chapter VII of the UN charter.  

The evidence had .shown that South 
African "acts of aggression, torture, and 
the massacre of African people..  
equalled the worst done by the Nazis during 
the war," said MacBride, and the commis
sion found an urgent need for international 
action, perhaps even military action.  

A Cruel War 
Attacks on Angola are being conducted 

at so intense a level that they constitute a 
,"secret war," launched from the illegally 
occupied territory of Namibia, Commission 
members were told.  

A small group of Commission members 
flew down to Cunene province in southern 
Angola to observe conditions in the major 
combat zone. Presenting their findings 
Ramsey Clark reported, "We flew ... to a 
town called Xangongo and then proceeded 
south by trucks and jeeps to maybe 10-20 
kilometers of the Namibian border. We 
found there what could generally be called a 
state of war." 

"There was a constant military presence 
and alertness of a defensive nature, net
works of trenches and bunkers and reports 
of daily depredations by South African 
military personnel." In a page borrowed 
from the US military in Vietnam, the South 
Africans employ airborne troops in 
helicopter gunships backed by artillery and 
strike aircraft.  

Clark described one such attack, 
reported while the group was in the area.  
"An automobile fired upon. Who was in it? 
Seven nuns."I 

Assessing what he termed "the method in 
this madness" Clark pointed to the 
similarities with the American bombing of 
Cambodia which had also been kept secret 
from much of the world, although the 
Cambodians were aware of it. "It's hard 
not to be aware when you feel the concus
sions and bury the bodies," he said.  

South Africa's main goal is to drive the 
population from the area by terror and 
starvation. "It is an area that can support 
herds of cattle, goats, hogs," Clark con
tinued, yet "We saw dozens of carcasses of 
cattle-cattle that could! feed people and 
nourish children." 

More generally the war presents an enor
mous economic drain on the resources of 
the new government, absorbing the strength 
of an army ",that could be employed in 
social fnd economic development." 

The attacks are designed, according to 
Clark, to destabilize'Angola, as similar tac
tics have done in Lebanon. Finally, he said, 
the tactic was also aimed at preventing 
Namibians from fleeing to freedom.  

"There is no respect for the rights of 
humanity in South Africa, there is no

Joso Ricardo Delmundo at the commission hea 

respect for the rights of nations," he con
cluded. Instead "there is a deliberate use of 
all the violent capacity of technology, in its 
most sophisticated forms ... against....  
what they hope will be a people unable to 
defend themselves. However, there are peo
ple there able to defend themselves, and 
that has created this condition of continu
ing war." 

Escalation 
The Angolan government itself presented 

detailed evidence about the escalating inten
sity of the South African attacks. Witnesses 
from the Angolan Ministry of Defense and 
the armed forces (FAPLA), gave detailed 
evidence about attacks over the two year 
period since the Commission's first session.  

In the eighteen months between June 
1979 and December 1980 at least 400 
Angolan civilians had been killed in South 
African attacks. There were "640 civilians 
wounded, 85 FAPLA soldiers killed, and 
unknown numbers of dead and wounded 
Namibian refugees" said the official 
Angolan report, ihich detailed the exten
sive damage inflicted on agriculture, in
dustry, transport and the whole social 
fabric in southern Angola.  

9000 Mercenaries 
The most vivid description of South 

Africa's deliberate policy of terror against 
the Namibian and Angolan people came 
from a deserter who had spent over four 
years in a special South African army unit 
specifically established to operate in Angola 
with Angolan mercenaries. His testimony 
highlighted the degree .of collusion between
the South African armed forces and so
called UNITA units. Black and white

rings' Former captain In tie 3 oattanon.  
mercenaries he said, are used extensively in 
search-and-destroy type missions designed 
to create an -empty desert along the 
Namibia-Angola border.  

Jose Ricardo Belmundo, a Black Angol
an, rose to the rank of captain in South 
African Defense Force Battalion 32, the 
"Buffalo Battalion," before deserting in 
January 1980. Wearing a distinctive 
camouflage uniform with Buffalo insignia, 
he told the Commission that the 32nd Bat
talion was comprised of men of many na
tionalities, including French and British na
tionals. But its major strength came from 
9000 military personnel who had originally 
been FNLA soldiers. When FNLA and 
South African forces were defeated in 
Angola in late 1975, a large number of 
FNLA soldiers xetreated with the South 
Africans. After being disarmed, Belmundo 
said, "They told us that FNLA had finished 
and that we'had to serve in South Africa as 
mercenaries ... from that moment we were 
complete mercenaries inside the South 
African army." 

Describing his own history, Belmundo 
said that he had been born in Angola in 

1953. His parents fled Portuguese colonial
ism in 1961, settling in Zaire. "In 1973 I 
was taken with many other young men to 
the UPA (FNLA) base in Kinkusu, where I 
received training." In 1974 and 1975 he 
fought against MPLA troops with the 
FNLA, sometimes in collaboration with 
South African troops.  

The Buffalo Battalion was established so 
that FNLA troops could be kept together; it 
was not a normal army battalion but a spe
cial intervention unit, said Belmundo, and 
it was divided into several specialties.  

41 1976 Belmundo was one of a group of
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32 men sent from the Buffalo Battalion for 
special commando training at a base near 
Durban. Later he was one of a group of 
eighty in an officer's training course in Pre
toria. While there he met Mozambicans, 
Zimbabweans, Zambians, and other men 
from front line states, who were all being 
trained to carry out special insurgency oper
ations in their home countries.  

Describing operations in which he had 
been involved Belmundo said, "During 
1978 and 1979 we led small units in carrying 
out 'cleaning up' operations against the 
People's Republic of 'Angola ... we had 
prec'se instructions to destroy schools, hos
pitals, houses and to wipe out civilian popu
lation and kill cattle." In larger operations, 
or when penetrating deeper into Angola 
there was considerable air support, involv
ing helicopter-born troops and Impala, 
Mirage, and other aircraft. "When-we got 
to within one kilometer of our objective the 
aircraft would bomb it. Then we would en
circle ... houses were burned and de
stroyed." 

When Buffalo units were operating inside 
Angola they did not use standard South 
African uniforms or equipment, but were 
given Chinese-made weapons, "so that the 
Angolan government would think we were 
UNITA." 

Asked about the 32nd Battalion's 
relationships with UNITA, Belmundo re
sponded that the two groups had different 
spheres of action, but were working for the 
same bosses. The 32nd operated mainly in 
Cunene province, with support from On
dangua air force base, and the 54th para
troop battalion. UNITA operated mostly in 
Cuando-Cubango. But when UNITA had 
operational difficulties 4it would contact 
South African military security personnel, 
and units from the 32nd Battalion would be 
sent to give assistance. Belnundo himself 
participated in such "bailing out" opera
lions. He added that the South African ar
my had instructors at UNITA bases such 
as the one at Mukusa, and that SADF per
sonnel sometimes carried out joint missions 
with UNITA.  

At a presss conference following the 
Commission hearings Southern Africa 
asked Belmundo whether he knew of US 
mercenaries involved in the 32nd Battalion.  
His response was startling. Colonel Carpen
ter, the man who in 1975 led some of the 
South African forces into Angola, and was 
later responsible for setting up the Buffalo 
Battalion was an American veteran who 
had fought in Zaire and Vietnam. Belmun
do addedthat he had not personally known 
*orpeter-as the American had gone back 

0 South Africa by the time Belmundo 
became an officer.  

Yet another US connection emerged dur
ing the Commission sessions. Belmund.

testified that 155 mm cannons-supplied by 
the US Space Research Corporation-had 
been used by the South Africans as tactical 
weapons during attacks against Cunene 
province in which he had participated.  

Belmundo left the 32nd Battalion in Jan
uary 1980, only one month after being pro
moted to captain. He said contacts with 
Black South Africans and the viciousness of 
the attacks on Angola had made him realise 

* "that I was being used by apartheid for its 
- own purposes." Much of the testimony he 

gave confirmed statements made tp the Bri
tish press in early February by a British 
mercenary, Trevor Edwards, who served in 
the 32nd Battalion in 1980.  

Torture and Terror 
Two major themes dominated the evi

dence presented to the Commission. First, 
the extent, of South African aggression 
against the front line states, which focused 
mainly on the war against Angola, and se
cond, on "aggression against people strug
gling for their liberation." 

Listeners during the sessions dealing with 
this second theme were visibly shaken by 
the unemotional, detailed and horrible test
imony given by several members of both 
SWAPO and the African National Con
gress about their personal experiences.  

Rauna Nambinga, a young Namibian 
nurse who had joined SWAPO in 1973, 
told the Commission that she had first been 
arrested on September 17th at the hospital 
where she worked. She was taken to Ogon
go Detention Camp, where military and ci
vilian police accused her of having supplied 
medicine and money to SWAPO freedom

fighters; weeks of beatings and solitary con
finement followed. Once, for a week she 
was not allowed access to a toilet. "The 
most terrible day I remember," she said in a 
still, small voice, "was when I was taken to 
a small room ... there were many pictures 
of dead people on the wall. They told me 
one ... was my brother, Usko Nambinga, 
so I must show them which one .... Be
cause she could not comply she was again 
beaten and "from there I was taken to a 
room where there were snakes and I was 
told that if I was not going to start telling 
the truth I was going to be bitten ... . Iwas 
in a great panic .... ." The beatings and 
brutality continued for some time. Eventu
ally brought to trial, she was convicted of 
helping people who aimed t the violent 
overthrow of the government and sentenced 
to a jail term, which she served in South 
Africa.  On her release in 1977 she returned to 
Namibia. In July 1980 she was'again de
tained by military police, who again al
leged that she was giving assistance to the 
freedom fighters. This time she was subjec
ted to electric torture, prolonged hanging, 
and such-severe beatings that a military doc
tor who examined her told her that she had 
serious head and kidney injuries, and burst 
ear-drums. He gave her some tablets; which 
were almost immediately removed, and'the 
electric torture cesumed soon thereafter.  
Later she was moved, blindfolded, to a pri-' 
son in which, for weeks on end, she was 
kept and forced to keep a blanket over her 
head.  

Eventually released after months 6f-de
tention, she was then approached by three

Young SWAPO militants at a hidden refugee camp In Angola.
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policemen who asked her to work with 
them. Only at that stage, afraid for her life, 
did she decide to flee Namibia.  
Campaign of Terror 

Herman Ithete, SWAPO Deputy Secreta
ry for Legal Affairs described a campaign 
of terror being waged againsi the Namibian 
people by the South Africans. He enumer
ated cases where groups of South African 
infantry deliberately went out on raping 
parties, listing dates, names, places. He de
scribed the operations of small gangs of 
kidnappers, code-named "Koevoet" 
squads, which specialize in the abduction of 
known SWAPO supporters. Again he read 
a long list of names of men and women who 
had disappeared without trace, and who, it 
was feared, might be dead. The Commis
sion must begin a search for these people, 
Ithete said, and for those people who had 
been abducted from the Cassinga refugee 
camp when it was destroyed by the South 
Africans in: 1978.  

Ithete described how the work of the 
"Koevoet" gangs is complemented by the 
operations of the so-called Special Con
stable Units and Tribal Home Guards, 
which specialize in hunting down civilians 
aiding SWAPO.  

He also referred to a new technique being 
used by the South Africans-the training of 
young women whose task it was to spy on 
and seduce SWAPO members, and then 
poison or betray them.  

Two of these young women-testified be
fore the Commission. They had been en
listed by the South African authorities, and 
-trained in various bizarre sexual and other 
techniques, including the insertion of poi
soned razors into their vaginas. They had 
been sent into Angolato seek out SWAPO 
camps--:and had soon been discovered by 
SWAPO.JBoth are now in a SWAPO 
refugee camp.  

War, terror and South African brutality 
have made many Namibians refugees.  
There are, according to Swapo and the Uni
ted Nations High Commissioner on Refu
gees, at least 50,000 Namibian refugees in 
Angola and South Africa's new plan to 
conscript all Black Namibian youths, into 
the army is bringing out a new wave of 
young people.  

Along with several Commission members 
Southern Africa visited a major SWAPO 
refugee camp, several hundred kilometers 
inland from Luanda. Deliberately inaccessi
ble to protect it from South African attack, 
the camp faces enormous problems. Some 
25,000 people, mainly women and children, 
live in neatly organized tent villages. There 
is a SWAPO farm-but most food has to 
be trucked in, over a road that is little more 
than a badly rutted track. The site was 
chosen because it is relatively free from the 
ubiquitous malaria-carrying mosquito-but

that means it is also far from easily avail
able water, most of which also has to be 
trucked in, as there is yet no developed 
pumping system.  

Yet everywhere we went there were the 
marks of thoughtful organization and great 
dedication. Nangolo Mbumba, the young 
principal of the school which holds almost 
9000 young children and teenagers, ga
thered them all in a vast- circle and intro
duced us to them, explaining why we had 
come, and who we represented ... mostly 
the people of our countries, he told them 
and not the governments. There was one 
moving exception. A young Zimbabwean 
government member was with us, and stu
dents and teachers alike gave him a tumul
tuous welcome-greeting him as the living 
proof that freedom can be won.  

Country Under Attack 
Listening to the witnesses, traveling in

the countryside, talking to people in the 
streets of Luanda, everywhere it was impos
sible to ignore the fact that Angola is a 
country under constant attack, and that the 
war is placing severe strains on the young 
state as it seeks to reconstruct its shattered 
economy for the benefit of the many rather 
than the few. Yet nowhere did I detect signs 
of wavering support for the struggle of the 
people of Namibia or South Africa; no one 
ever suggested that Angola was paying too 
high a price.  

Speaking at a rally celebrating the 20th 
Anniversary of the beginning of armed 
struggle on February 4th, President Eduar
do dos Santos expressed Angola's solidarity 
with that struggle, and with the people of 
Mozambique, who had just been subjected 
to a vicious military attack by South Afri
can military forces. We are united in the 
same trench, he told a crowd of thousands, 
we will not be discouraged by the racist at
tacks. We will continue our support for all 
forms of Namibian struggle, including the 
armed struggle.  

Almost as he was speaking, General 
Charles Lloyd, commander of South Afri
can military forces in Namibia was issuing 
new threats against Angola's security.  
Warning that South Africa intended to es
calate its fight against SWAPO he claimed 
that it was not South Africa's intention to 
damage Angola's infrastructure, but, he 
told a group of foreign journalists, there are 
some "beautiful targets" that have so far 
remained untouched only because of South 
African restraint.  

Coupled with the overwhelming evidence 
of the existing high level of South African 
aggression, that statement can only be 
interpreted as a declaration of all-out war.  
Angolans believe that the election of Presi
dent Reagan means South Africa has al
ready been given a US go-ahead.  

They are ' determined not to suc
cumb-and it appears that they are already 
doing much better at defending themselves 
than was possible a few years ago. The An
golans and the various foreign journalists 
and observers who have visited the war.  
zone 'all report that the defense of the south 
is now in FAPLA hands. Commenting on 
South African efforts to annihilate the pre
sent state of Angola, Ramsey Clark told the 
Commission "their effectiveness will be 
tested by the will of the people." 

The Angolan people seem determined to 
struggle on, but their warm reception of the 
Commission indicates the urgency with 
which they feel the need for greater 
international support. It is South Africa 
not Angola which ought to be isolat 
That was the final message of the Inter 
tional Comitission, and the message that i 
members are now committed to spreadin 
in the international community. J.D,|1
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Botha Sets Election Date 
by Mary Feyijinmi newspapers, and introduction of a "Finger- these measures must be viewed as a con

print Bill" (which would require the crea- tinuation of policies which led to the ban
South Africa Prime Minister P.W. Botha tion of a fingerprint record for all Black ning of the Post in 1977 and the harsh 

announced in late January that general elec- South Africans), concurrently with a surge legislative restrictions on Blacks in the ur
tions will be held on April 29. As justifica- of detentions and bannings. ban areas that were announced in 1980.  
tion for the elections-eighteen months Other indications of just how reformist Certainly, however, these hard-line 
prior to their required date-Botha cited Botha intends to be include the recent raid measures were carefully timed to renew 
over thirty separate by-elections that are on Mozambique, and South Africa's un- conservative faith in the National Party's 
due to be held, most of them to fill seats willingness to yield to UN supervised elec- commitment to apartbeid and, as a result, 
vacated by members of parliament who tions in Namibia. short circuit conservative opposition within 
were appointed to the new President's Rather than a shift to the right, however, the National Party.  
Council. The early elections will take the 
place of the by-elections.  

The elections will also mark the first time 
that South Africa's electorate (the whites) 
will vote for P.W. Botha. Botha was ap
pointed to the premiership in 1978 and in
herited the large majority won by his 
predecessor John Vorster.  

Another factor which many observers 
Vfeel affected Botha's decision, is the con- W 

flict existing in the ruling National Party 
between the ultra-conservatives (verkramp
tes) and the somewhat less conservative 
reformists (verligtes). By holding early elec
tions Botha hopes to inhibit the growing 
conservative opposition both within and 
outside of the National Party.  

The South African press has been full of 
speculation about how strong this ultra
conservative challenge :actually is and the 
possibility of a split in the Nationalist Par
ty; It is certainly true that Botha's reform 
rhetoric has been met by cries of treason 
fromnstaunch apartheid advocates. At a 
nid-,March campaign rally in Rustenberg,c 
Botha was faced by a group of hecklers 
shouting "Traitor!" and "We reject you." 
Yet the reforms the government has spoken s 
about have barely gotten beyond the talking 
stage and, just before he announced the 
early elections, the prime minister again 
reiterated his strong stand in favor of ex
cluding Blacks from the new parliamentary 
advisory body known as the President's 
Council (see Southern Africa, September/ gw "e 
October 1980). This sequence of events 2ar 
prompted the Johannesburg Sunday Times 
to comment that Botha "is more concerned 
with placating the right than with his image 
abroad." 

In the past few months, the government 
has stepped up repressive measures; in
cluding the banning of two Black
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State Department Players 
US academic Chester A. Crocker is only 

the latest Reagan appointee to be belched* 
from the Georgetown University Center for 
Strategic and International Studies.  

A longtime associate of the new Secretary 
of State, Crocker is Haig's choice for the 
State Department's Africa desk. He 
authored the new administration's transi
tion team paper on Africa, and earlier serv
ed on the National Security Council staff as 
assistant to Richard T. Kennedy-another 
Haig confidant.  

Crocker will bring to state not a shift in 
perspective, but a style more subtle and in-

tellectual than any so far in evidence. He is 
able to give the impression that he agrees 
with critics of the apartheid government by 
accurately pointing to the hypocrisy of 
Carter administration rhetoric.  

But, behind the guise of his "positive 
engagement" argument in favor of in
creased US economic, political, and military' 
links with the white minority government, 
Crocker would simply eliminate official 
criticism of apartheid and with it any US 
commitment to support of political rights 
for over eighteen million disenfranchised 
Blacks.  

Crocker recognizes that international and 
domestic pressures may prevent the US 
from openly embracing the South African 
government. During the Nixon years he was 
responsible for implementing the secret Na
tional Security Study Memorandum 39, 
which stated that US policy towards South 
Africa should be to ease the political and 
economic isolation of the white regime, 
while maintaining a public stance of opposi-

The Congressional Team
SThe legislators who will shape Congres

sional.African policy under the Reagan ad
ministration have been chosen for seats on 
the Senate and House subcommittees on 
Africa.  

The Senate Republican majority voted 
Nancy Landon Kassebaum (R-Kansas) 
chair of the Senate Africa subcomittee, 
while the Democrat ic-controlled House 
selected second-term Congressman Howard 
Wolpe chair othe House Africa subcom

mittee.  
Kassebaum, who has no Africa ex

perience, has been part of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee for two years 
and originally sought a seat now held by 
Jesse Helms on the Senate Latin America 
subcommittee. Wolpe, on the other •hand, 
has been, a member of the House Africa 
committee since 1978, holds a Ph.D in 
political science for work done on 

Nigeria, and has authored several'articles 
and publications on African nations.  

Though a Reagan supporter, some 
observers feel Kassebaum may not 
necessarily follow a rigidly conservative 
stance toward Africa. Coming from a 
grain-producing state, she is reportedly in
terested in export of American goods 
especially agricultural products, and will 
shortly leave on a fact-finding trip to 
Kenya, Nigeria, Zimbabwe, and Angola.  
Kassebaum's perceptions of Angola will be 
particularly important since they will un
doubtedly influence the current Congres-

sional debate .on the Clark Amendment 
(which prohibits covert US operations in 
Angola, including support for UNITA).  

AFRCAN SUBCOMMITE MEMBERS 
IN THE 97TH CONGRESS 

SENATE 
Republicans 

Nancy Landon Kassebaum (Kansas)-r-Chair 
Jesse Helms (N.C.) 

S. I. Hayakawa (Calif.) 
Charles Mathias (Md.) 

Democrats 
Paul Tsongas (Mass.) 

John Glenn (Ohio) 
Christopher Dodd (Conn.) 

HOUSE 
Democrats 

Howard Wolpe (Mich.)-Chair 
Stephen Solarz (N.Y.) 
Gerry Studds (Mass.) 

George Crockett (Mich.) 
Dennis Eckart (Ohio) 

Republicans 

William Goodling (Pa.) 
Arlen Erdahl (Minn.) 

Olympia Snowe (Maine) 
Robert Dornan (Calif.) 

Hearings are slated to begin April I on 
whether Congress will repeal the amend
ment, as the Reagan Administration has 
urged. Former Senator Dick Clark, author

of the 1976 amendment, will testify at th 
hearings, as will a representative of th 
Presbyterian Church of the US and a yet 
to-be announced representative of the ad 
ministration.  

During his prior\ tenure in the Housi 
Africa panel, Wolpe supported Carter' 
southern Africa policy, called for U.  
recognition of Angola, endorsed increase( 
and more effective aid to African countries 
and voted against the introduction of U' 
military aid to Somalia and Morocco. A 
subcommittee head, he.is expected to joih 
with his four fellow Democrats on the pane 

in opposition to significant conservativi 
altering of American policy toward Africa 

All nine members of the subcommittee, wil 
participate in an official trip to Angol; 
scheduled for August.  

The House Africa panel may be closel: 
allied with the Congressional Black Caucu 
in this regard. Bucking November's conser 
vative shift the Caucus increased it 

strength to eighteen members in the House 
with Walter Fauntroy (D.C.) chairman an4 
William Gray (Penn) vice chairman. Thes 
new leaders have emphasized the Caucus 
continuing commitment to activism o 

#African affairs. Whatever influence thes 
two congressional groups will have q 
Reagan's geopolitical gameboard in Afric4 
however, must first pass the Senat 
Republican gauntlet.
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tion to the state's repressive racial policies.  
Statements from some of the new ad

ministration's leading foreign policy 
makers, including Haig, UN representativc 
Jean Kirkpatrick and even Reagan himsell 
suggest a return to that strategy. And 
Crocker will be only too willing to oblige.  

Crocker subscribes completely to the 
Reagan administration world view which 
declares that the West is facing a global 

challenge from the Soviet Union over con
trol of raw materials and geopolitical 
power. The president has publicly declared 
South African minerals to be "strategically 
essential to the free world." 

With Haig at the helm and Crocker 
navigating, one can expect the Reagan ship 
of state to sail full steam into the troubled 
waters of southern Africa in a short-sighted 
effort to drop anchor in what it views a 
the resource-rich harbor of South African 
stability. Whether Crocker can stay off tht 
rocks of World opinion and African 
resistance remains to be seen. [



1980 Index
The index is organized on a country-by-country basis followed 

by a regional category and a separate section on US involvement in southern Africa. This index does not include article from the Ac
tion News and Notes and News Briefs sections for the magazine.  The first number in each entry refers to the issue and the second 
indicates page(s). Volume XIII consists of nine issues from January 

IndexJo Volume XIII

to December 1980. Cross listings are extremely limited. The Special Supplement on Women is not included in the index although most of tie articles appearing in it were also included in issue numbe' 4.  
Major articles in Southern Africa are indexed in the Public Af

fairs Informatton Service (PAIS). Southern Africa is also indexed 
in the Alternative Press Index and is available on microfilm from 
University Microfilms.
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Mozambique 
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"New Home for Anti-Frelimo Rebels." 

(Update) 5:1.  
"New Money for Mozambique." (Up

date) 6:1.  
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sents More Obstacles." 5:11, 21.  
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"Raid Marks Visit of United Nations 
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"South Africa Maneuvers Around Nami
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7:20-1.  
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"ANC Releases Mandela Statement." 6: 

13.  
"ANC Targets Sasol." (Update) 5:1.  
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(Special Report) 2:5, 21.  
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'South Africa-The Nuclear File']." 
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(Update) 1:2.  
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"Hunting Oil." 6:12.  
"Israeli Connection Growing'" 1:23-4.  
"Leaks in the Laager." 6:8-9.  
"Lillian Ngoyi: 1911-1980." 4:13.  
"New Budget-Strengthening the For

tress." 5:5.  
"New Constitution Meets Strong Resist

ance." 7:17.  
"New Constitutional Moves." 6: 11-2, 21.  
"New Security Chief." 1:22.  
"Nuclear Bomb Test." 2:19.  
"Nuclear Meeting Bars South Africa." 

(Update) 1:2.  
"One Man, One Vote? Never, Says Both

a." 1:22.  
"Operation Daisy-An Agent Surfaces." 

3:16-7, 21.  
"Police Station Attacked." 1:22.  "Politicos Escape From Jail." 2:19.  
"Pretoria Flexes Military Muscle." 3:1.  
"Promises, Promises ... " 8:10-1.  
"Rural Police Station Attacked." (Up

date) 2:2.  
"Sasol Blast Rocks South Africa." 6: 

7,21.  
"Screws Tighten on 'Illegal Workers'." 1: 

22.  
"A Scuttled Tanker-Secret Oil for South 

Africa." 3:19, 21.  
"Selling the Black Middle Class." (Special
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Report) 3:2-3.  
"South Africa Hires Democrats." (Wash

ington Notes) 8:25.  
"South African Clergyman Opposes In

vestment." (Update) 3:1.  
"South African Immigration Drops." 2: 

19.  
"South Atrican Sports: The Games Con

tinue." 5:4-5.  
"South Africans Withdraw from. US 

Tour." (Update) 5:1.  
"Space Research Probe Continues." (Up

date, 4:1.  
"Strike Leader [Tozamile Botha] Inter

viewed." 8:6-7, 26.  
"Strike Wave Continues." 7:18, 29.  
"Township and Shopfloor Resisters U

nite." 2:17-8.  
"Ultra-Right on Trial." 3:19.  
"Unemployment Escalates." 4:5-7.  

"Unity Grows, Protests Continue." 6:9
10.  

"War Widens-But Some Soldiers Re

bel." 1:21-2.  
"Women in Struggle." (Photo Display) 4: 

16-7.  

Zambia 
"Kuanda's Troubles Wofi't Go Away." 

(Update) 8:2.  
"Mozambique and Zambia: Solidarity at 

High Costs." (Special Report) 3:4, 20.  

Zimbabwe 
"Amid the Celebration, Mugabe Faces 

Tough Problems." 4:2, 23-4.  
"Britain Undirmines Free Elections." 3: 

5-8.  
"British-Rhodesian Violations Threaten 

Ceasefire." (Update) 2:2.  
"British Violations." 3:7.  
"A Delicate Peace." 2:6, 20.  

""Diary of a Missionary-Report from In
side Rhodesia." 2:12.  

"The International Outcry." 3:9.  
"Keeping Rhodesia Flying." 1:18.  
"Mugabe-Machel Meet." (Update) 8:1.  
"Mugabe on Patriotic Front Unity." 3:6.  
"Mugabe Visits US." 7:12: 
"New Constitution Deeply Flawed." 1:14, 

27.  

"Observers Protest Pre-Election Intimida
tion." (Update) 3:1.  

"Operation Turkey Comes Home to 
Roost." 7:9-10, 28.  

"Refugees Preparing for Home." 2:10-1.  
"Report from Zimbabwe: Mugabe Walk

ing a Tightrope." 5:7-8.  
"Reporter's Notebook: Scenes from the 

Triumph in Zimbabwe." 4:3-4.  
"Self-Help in the War Against Disease." 

6:16-7.  
"Settlement Signed." 1:15, 18.  
"Strange Bedfellows." 8:18.  
"Tragic Death of Guerrilla Leader." 2: 

7-9.  
"Zimbabwe." (Update) 6:1.  
"Zimbabwe Aid." (Washington Notes) 

8:25.  
"Zimbabwe Aid Contentious." (Washing

ton Notes) 5:19.  
"Zimbabwe Announces New Budget." 7: 

11.  

"Zimbabweans Address Social Services." 
(Update) 7:1.

"Zimbabwe: Five Months After Indepen
dence." 7:7-S.  

"Zimbabwe Independence: A Hazardous 
Road Lies Ahead." 5:6, 21.  

"Zimbabwe Rivals in Bloody Clash." 
(Update) 8:2.  

"Zimbabwe Sets Minimum Wage." 
(Update) 5:1.  

"Zimbabwe Trials Begins." (Update) 8: 
1-2.  

"Zimbabwe's Economy: Despite Immedi
ate Problems, A Bright Future Lies 
Ahead." 6:14-5, 22.  

"Zimbabwe's Slow Consolidation." 8:16 
-8.  

"Zimbabwe's Women-Moving For
ward." 4:15, 23.  

southern Africa/Africa 
"[Book Review of) 'The Domestication of 

Women: Discrimination in Developing 
Societies'." 7:30.  

"Nine Independent States of Southern 
Africa Adopt a Declaration Toward 
Economic Liberation." (Document) 5: 
12-3.  

"OAU Calls for Sanctions." 7:27.  
"Overview: Looking to the Future?' 2:1.  
"Regional Transport Links Advance.'' 

(Update) 6:1.  
"Resources on Women." 4:21-22.  
"A Review of the Year-1979 Chronolo

gy." 1:28-30.  
"Setting New-Terms for Migrant labor." 

(Update 8:1.  
"Tactics for Change in Southern Africa

A View from Mississippi." (Special Re
port) 2:3-4, 20.  

"A Year of Struggle." (Photo News) 1: 
16-7.  

Guinea-Bissau 
"Food Crisis in Cape Verde and Guinea

Bissau." (Update) 2:2.  
"Guinea-Bissau Coup." (Update) 8:2.  

United States & Southern Africa 
"Abandoning Sanctions." (Washington 

Notes) 1:13.  
"A-Bomb or Not A-Bomb." 7:25.  
"Advocates for Africa on Capitol Hill." 

Special Report) 1:4-6, 27.  
"Aid Programs-Carrot and Stick," 3:11.  
"American Legion Urges Friendly Poli

cy." 2:14.  
"The Artist Protects Humanity [Afro

American Community Honors South 
African Playwright Selaelo Maredil." 
2:22. Note: See the correction to this 
article 5:24.  

"Bank Funds South African Arms 
Deal." 1:13.  

"Black Leaders Allege Conspiracy." 8: 
24.  

"Black Press Weaknesses." (Special Re
port) 1:8.  

"Botha Visits Rumoured." (Washington 
Notes) 2:13.  

"Carnegie Po11 Findings." 2:14, 21.  
"Congressional Visits to South Africa." 

(Washington Notes) 2:13.  
"Culture: Boxers Belt Boycott, Protestors 

Silence Singer." (Special Report) 8:5, 
27.
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"Export Controls Continued." (Washing
ton Notes) 2:13.  

"Hearings Target South Africa." (Wash
ington Notes) 5:19, 23.  

"McGoff Comes Out Ahead." 1:10-1.  
"Namibia Lobby Gathers Steam." 8:23.  
"Nigeria Pressures US." (Washington 

Notes) 8:24-5.  
"Promises, Promises-US Corporations 

in South Africa." 1:12.  
"Reagan's Africa Arsenal." 8:19-21.  
"Saturday Evening Postscript." 1:10.  
"Savimbi Arrives With Open Hands." 

1:11.  
"Sectarian Group Spies for Pretoria." 

2:14, 21.  
"Senator Tsongas on Southern Africa." 

3:10.  
"South Africa Hires Democrats." (Wash

ington Notes) 8:25.  
"South African Engineers at Nuclear 

Lab." 1:12.  
"Space Research-Building South Afri

ca's Armaments Industry." 2:15, 20.  
"Space Research Probe Continues." 

(Update) 4:1.  
"Tactics for Change in Southern Africa

A View from Mississippi." (Special Re
port) 2:3-4, 20.  

"Telling It Like It Isn't: US Press Cover
age of Zimbabwe." 6:2-4, 21.  

"Undermining Arms Embargo." (Wash
ington Notes) 1:13.  

"US Press Coverage of Southern Africa
Inadequate, Ipfrequent and Insuffi

,cient." (Special Report) 1:7-9, 26.  
"US Synfuels: The Sasol Connection." 

8:21-2.  
"US Visitors: Looking Things Over." 

3:11.  
"Zimbabwe Aid." (Washington Notes) 

8:25.  
"Zimbabwe Aid Contentious." (Wash

ington Notes) 5:19 .L 

Books Received 
Continued from page 27 

Zimbabwe

Black Women in Zimbabwe. Salisbur 
Zimbabwe Women's Bureau (availab 
from Campaign Against World Povert 
467 Caledonian Rd., London N7 9BE 
1980. 47pp. £.60, plus postage.  
Zimbabwe: A Country Study. By Howa 
SIMSON. Research Report No. 53. Up 
sala: Scandinavian Institute of Africi 
Studies (address above), 1979. 138 pp., bi 
SKr. 10.  

Note: It was stated in the last issue 
publications received that a paperback e( 
tion of Ken LUCHARDT and Brem 
HALL's Organize or Starve! The Histo 
of the South African Congress of Tra 
Unions was not available from its I 
publisher, International Publishers i 
paperback' edition, however, is availA 
from the International Defence & Aid Fu 
(North American Office, address abo, 

for $10.00, plus $1.00 p.&h.



Investment Books 
Continued from page 29 

How do these tvo authors, working from 
essentially the same body of material, reach 
such different conclusions? An answer re
quires an examination of the assumptions 
that Schmidt and Myers bring to their 
work.  

Unierlying Assumptions 
The opening sentence of Myers' book 

hints at his underlying perspective: "At the 
heart of the debate over investments in 
South Africa are the South African govern
ment's discriminatory racial policies." In 
sharp contrast is Schmidt's contention-that 
"apartheid is not simply a matter of racial 
discrimination. It is an economic system, 
legitimized by law and enforced by a power
ful police state. Its primary purpose is to 
concentrate the nation's weialth and power 
in the hands of a white minority." 

Where Myers views apartheid simply as a 
set of discriminatory racial policies, 
Schmidt sees it as a system of white political 

4and economic privilege based on the op
pression of the Black majority. For 
Schmidt, reform of particular discrim
inatory practices-for instance the integra
tion of toilet facilities or even factory 
floors-dp not in any meaningful way 
undermine apartheid. In fact they may 
strengthen the apartheid system by ensuring 
the continued economic participation of 
foreign investors.  

Implicit to Myers' view is the idea that 
discriminatory racial policies can be 
reformed within the existing political and 
economic structures of South Africa. In 
Schmidt's view discriminatory racial 
policies are h consequence of a fundamen
tally unjust economic and political order 
that can only be "reformed" through the 
total reorganization of South African socie
ty. Thus, while Myers concludes that 
whatever improvements are offered by 
Sullivan principle signatories are signifi
cant, Schmidt maintains such improve
ments are inconsequential given that they 
leave the basic structure of the apartheid 
system intact.  

Black Opinion 
The single most distressing aspect of 

Myers' work is that he fails to take seriously 
the views of those most affected by the con
tinued presence of US corporations in 
South Africa-the Black majority. The 
short section Myers devotes to this crucial 
topic is disgraceful. Myers not only fails to 
aption the strong position taken by the 
. can National Congress and the Pan 
Africanist Congress against foreign invest
ment, but also fails to note that it was the 
Black leadership inside the country that in-

itially launched the campaign for the 
economic boycott of South Africa. Myers 
chooses-not to cite the opinion of leaders 
like Nobel Peace Prize winner Albert 
Luthuli or Nthato Motlana, formerly chair
man of the Soweto Committee of Ten. And 
when be does cite important leaders like 
Steve Biko, he chooses ambiguous passages 
rather than those in which Biko clearly calls 
for an end to foreign investment.  

Schmidt, on the other hand, takes 
seriously the appeals by Black South 
Africans for an end to foreign investment.  
She not only cites the views of some impor
tant Black South African leaders but also 
the views of Black American leaders, whose 
opinions are so often neglected.  

Decoding Corporate Camouflage is 
essential reading for activists. The Sullivan 
principles are a clever and often all too ef
fectivi ploy by US corporations to undercut 
demands for divestment. Schmidt's rigor
ous yet readable refutation of the principles 
is most welcome.  

US Business in South Africa is, from the 
viewpoint of activists, a seriously flawed 
book which nevertheless contains a lot of 
detailed information not readily available 
elsewhere. Myers covers subjects not ad
dressed by Schmidt-for instance, govern
ment and business views towards sanc
tions. His work must, however, be ap
proached critically. Mark Beittelf 

South African Raid 
Continued from page 13 
apartheid policies of the regime in Pretoria, 
leave South Africa and seek refuge in 
Mozambique." 

Pattern of Aggression 
The ease with which a South African ar

mored column was able to penetrate Mo
zambican territory and withdraw relatively 
unhindered also raised questions about the 
effectiveness and loyalty of the Mozambi
can army (FPLM) command. Incredibly, 
news of the incursion failed to reach army 
headquarters until hours after the' raiders 
returned to South Africa.  

At a rally on February 15, Mozambican 
President Samora Machel put eight FPLM 
officers on public display, declaring that 
they would' soon go before a military tri
bunal for their complicity in the January 30 
raid. Along with Lieutenant Colonel Jossias 
Diacama, the head of the army's armored 
car division, the commander and deputy 
commander of Matola's guard force and 
five captains will be put on trial on the 
charges of treason and spying. Machel also 
announced that South African troops had 
invaded Pafuri, a small settlement where 
the Mozambican border meets South Africa

and Zimbabwe. He reported that FPLM 
units drove off the attackers after inflicting 
heavy casualties.  

The Mozambican president also warned 
that South African aggression was being es
calated from more than a dozen new air and 
army bases now being established in north
ern Transvaal province.  

Zimbabwe Prime Minister Robert,Muga
be also strongly condemned South Africa's 
" 'unprovoked naked act of aggression' 
against Mozambique" and fitted the raid 
into a larger strategy of regional destabiliza
tion.  

In his strongest attack on South Africa to 
date, Mugabe denounced the "murders 
committed by the bandits of the apartheid 
regime," and cited a litany of South 
African aggressions against the front line 
states. He included South Africa's support 
for anti-government MNR guerrillas in 
Mozambique; "the recent sabotage acts in 
our barracks by former Selous Scouts 
elements"; the promotion of the recent at
tempted coup d'etat in Zambia; the un
provoked attacks in Kazangula in 
Botswana; "and the continuing incursions 
into Angola by South African troops.  

South African agents are also suspected 
of involvement in the bombing of a lawyer 
in Lesotho known to be close to ANC 
members living in that country.  

Significantly, the Matola raid is the first 
time South Africa has openly attacked a 
neighboring tountry in force, in response to 
guerrilla activity within its own borders. It 
isnot likely to be the last. C.M.l 1 

Zambia 
Continued from page 8 

Because of the lack of political connec
tions among the population, the situation is 
open to "intervention by a well-organized 
group-such as the military," says one 
observer.  

Fifteen. thousand strong, the army is 
thought to be increasingly disaffected, in 
part because of their limited role during the 
Zimbabwe war. The army has, up to this 
point, remained firmly committed to Kaun
da and the military had remained an 
unknown factor in Zambia. Nevertheless 
'Kaunda has, in the view of one expert, 
"kept the military quiescent by sharing 
some political power and keeping them 
well-supplied with toys, like Soviet MIG 
fighters. But it may not last." El 

Subscribe to 
Southern Africa
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Zimbabwe 
Continued from page 9 
blems posedby the former guerrilla forces, 
slow progress in Zimbabwe's land resettle
ment program is currently frustrating many 
government plans. Enos Nkala, minister of 
finance, publicly pinpointed Britain's 
meager aid policy toward Zimbabwe and 
Western financial support in general as a 
major impediment to purchasing white
owned land for distribution to rural Black 
families, in a January 30 speech in the 
House of Assembly..  

Under the present aid arrangement, Bri
tain will provide $165 million over three 
years-$103 million in grants and $62 
million in loans. Nkala, however, attacked 
the arrangement. "It was understood by us 
that this support would be in grant form" 
and, the minister continued, "Either they 
take all of this money and get out of here or 
they give us all." Nkala's angry statement 
does not represent government policy, but 
it does indicate the extent of official unhap
piness with US and British aid.  

Zimbabwe's officials also stated that 
British aid for land reform fell tar short of 
figures quoted during the Lancaster House 
talks. "Let it not be said that this amount is 
anywhere close to what we anticipated," 
said Mugabe, adding, "It is far from ade
quate."

The current British aid package allocates 
$44 million for land purchases, and is suffi
cient to resettle only 18,232 families out of 
the 700,000 targeted at the Lancaster 
discussions. Mugabe has cautioned London 
and the other Western parties to the Lan
caster accords that only their original 
pledges of over one billion dollars toward 
resettlement persuaded ZANU and ZAPU 
to accept constitutional provisions restric
ting the nationalization and re-distribution 
of white-owned land. Whether the West 
honors these pledges will be seen at the 
March 23-28 donors conference, where they 
will have "one last opportunity" to show 
good faith, according to Nkala.  

Fulfilling its promise of an impartial 
press, the Zimbabwean government named 
the first board of trustees for the newly 
created Mass Media Trust on January 30.  
The trustees include a lawyer, a doctor, a 
businessman, and the wife of a former 
prime minister of Southern Rhodesia.  
Under the Trust, the government will hold 
40 percent of Zimbabwe's five major 
newspapers, removing distorting influences 
prevalent under the former South African 
ownership and replacing current editors by 
journalists knowledgeable in African na
tionalist politics. Media criticism of the 
government will be allowed under the 
Trust. []

Guinea-Bissau 
Continued from page 5 

head of the ministry for veterans, Gallaghe 

said, Correia was "looking desperately fo 
a way to keep people and not lose the 
energy. He wanted the army to be very ac 
tive in setting up cooperatives and trainin 
programs." 

Now with the war-time military leadet 

heading the government, the true test of th 
army as a political force will come. But th 
answer may take a while. "If the arm 

represents the peasants as a class, 

Gallagher speculated, "it's not clear wht 
level of class consciousness it represent! 
Most of the people I spoke with are n( 
theoreticians who could explain it to me i 
response to the questions a gringo woul 
ask. And they're still faced with the sarn 
situation of economic dependency and 
growing bureaucracy." 

The challenge is'definitely there-an at 
ticipated shortfall of 70,000 tons of rio 
dependence on foreign aid for 75 percent 
the budget, the withering effects of ti 
Sahelian drought, and the political ar 

diplomatic repercussions of the coup.  
final verdict on the coup will have con 
from the people themselves, through thc 
response to the call to rise and meet th.  

challenge. A.M.I

paid advertisemi 
I

South Africa 
White Rule/Black Revolt

Ernest Harsch 
This is the story of South Afri

ca's Black majority-from Dutch 

colonialism to the apartheid re
gime; from the early Khoikhoi and 

San struggles to defend their 

lands, to the Soweto rebellions of 
1976 and beyond.  

This book examines the organi
zations and movements that have 

arisen in the struggle-the Afri

can National Congr6ss, Pan 

Africanist Congress, Black Con

sciousness movement, Black stu

dent and labor movements, and 
others.  

Harsch traces the development 

of the racist system of apart-

heid-how the white rulers estab
lished a state based on the class 
and national oppression of the 
Black majority; and how the in
dustrialization of the country has 
given birth to a Black working 
class with the power to shake 
apartheid, and South African cap
italism, to its foundations.  

352 pages plus 16 pages of 
photographs; includes maps, bib
liography, and index; $6.95.  

Pathfinder Press 410 West St., 
New York, NY 10014 (include $.75 
for postage and handling.)

28 SOUTHERN AFRICAIMARCH-APRIL 1981



Publications Received 
Closing Date: 2/10 

Southern Africa & General 

Activities of Tl~nsnational Corporations in 
Southern Africa and Their Collaboration 
with Racist Minority Regimes in That Area: 
In-Depth Analysis of the Role of Transna
tional Corporations in the Industrial, 
Military and Nuclear Sectors of South 
Africa. UN Document E/C.10/66. New 
York: United Nations (available from UN 
Publications, Sales Section, Rm. A-3315, 
UN Secretariat, New York, NY 10017), 
1980. 44 pp. No price listed.  

Hartmut BRANDT et al, Perspectives of 
Independent Development in Southern 
Africa: The case of Zimbabwe and 
Namibia. Occasional Paper No. 62. Berlin: 
German Development - Institute 
(Fraunhoferstrasse 33-36, 1000 Berlin 10, 
Germany), 1980. 183 pp. No price listed.  
Elite Opinion and United States Policy 
Toward Africa: A Survey of Members of 
the Council on Foreign Relations and Its 
Affiliated Regional Committees. By 
William J. FOLTZ. New York: Council on 
Foreign Relations (58 East 68th Street, New 
York, NY 10021), 1979. 25pp. No price 
listed.  

Industrial Labour in Africa: An Annotated 
Bibliography. By Britha MIKKELSEN.  
Uppsala: Scandinavian Institute of African 
Studies (P.O. Box 2126, S-750-02 Uppsala, 
Sweden), 1979. 59pp, SKr. 10.  
Marxism, Africa and Social Class: A Criti
que of Relevant Theories. By Stephen 
KATZ. Occasional Monograph Series No.  
,14. Montreal: Centre for Developing-Area 
Studies, McGill University (Macdonald
Harrington Building, 815 Sherbrooke 
Street West, Montreal, Quebec, Cananda 
H3A 2K6), 1980. 112 pp., bib. $2.00 
(developing countries), $3.50 (others).  

Agrippah T. MUGUMBA & Mougo 
NYAGGAH (eds.), Independence Without 
Freedom: The Political Economy of Col
onial Education in Southern Africa. Studies 
in Intcrnational and Comparative Politics 
No. 13. Santa Barbara: American 
Bibliographic Center-Clio Press (Riviera 
fmpus, 2040 APS, Box 4397, Santa Bar
E[ra, CA 93103), 1980. 2890 pp. $27.50 hb.  
Christopher SAUNDERS (ed.), Black 
Leaders in Southern African History. Lon-
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don: Heinemann Educational Books (P.O.  
Box 978, Edison, NJ 08817), 1979.  
160pp.$7.50 pb. Note: Covers the lives of 
nine important Eighteenth and Nineteenth 
century African leaders.  

Ben TUROK (ed.), Revolutionary Thought 
in the Twentieth Century. London: Zed 
Press (available from Lawrence Hill & Co., 
520 Riverside Avenue, Westport, CT 
06880), 1980. 313 pp. $8.95 pb.  

Angola 

,Angola: Prospects for a Socialist In
dustrialisation. By M.R. BHAGAVAN.  
Research Report No. 57; Uppsala: Scan
dinavian Institute of International Affairs 
(address above), 1980. 48 pp. SKr 10.  

South Africa 

African Women and Apartheid in Labour 
Matters. Notes & Documents No. 20/80.  
New York: Centre Against Apartheid, 
United Nations (Rm. 3580, UN Secretariat, 
New York, NY 10017), 1980. l3pp. Free.  

Apartheid: The International Legal Im
plications. Edited by Millard W. AR
NOLD. Washington: Southern Africa Pro
ject, Lawyers' Committee for Civil'Rights 
Under Law (Suite 520, 733 Fifteenth Street, 
N.W., Washington, DC 20005), 1978(?) 113 
pp. No price listed. Note: A report of a con
ference held in November of 1978.  

Marianne CORNEVIN, Apartheid: Power 
and Historical Falsification. Paris: United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (available from 
Unipub, 345 Park Ave. South, New York, 
NY 10010), 1980. 144 pp., bib. $14.25 pb.  

Peter DREYER, Martyrs and Fanatics: 
South Africa and Human Destiny. New 
York: Simon & Schuster (1230 Ave. of the 
Americas, New York, NY 10020), 1980 
255pp. $11.95 hb.  

Face-Lift Apartheid: South Africa After 
Soweto. By Judy SEIDMAN. London: In
ternational Defence & Aid Fund (available 
from IDAF-North American Office, P.O.  
Box 17, Cambridge, MA 02138), 1980.'87 
pp. $3.00, plus 70C p&h, bulk discount 
available.  

First Special Report of the Special Commit
tee Against Apartheid: Implementation of 
United Nations Resolutions on Apartheid 
by Governments and Intergovernmental 
Organizations. UN Document A/35/22/ 
Add. 1. New York: United -Nations 
(available from UN Publications, address 
above), 1980. 82pp. No price listed. Note: 
This is a mimeographed version of this 
report and will be issued in printed form in 
Official Records of the General Assembly, 
Thirty-Fifth Session, Supplement No. 22A.

George M. FREDRICKSON, White 
Supremacy: A Comparative Study of 
American and South African History. New 
York: Oxford University Press (200 
Madison Ave., New York, NY 10016), 
1981. 356 pp. $19.95 hb.  

Kenneth 0. HALL, Imperial Proconsul: Sir 
Hercules Robinson and South Africa, 
1881-1889. Modern Africa series No. 3.  
Kingston: Limestone Press (P.O. Box 1604, 
Kingston, Ontario, Canada K7L 5C8), 
1980. 226pp. $10.50 pb.  

Ellen HELLMAN & Henry LEVER (eds.), 
Race Relations in South Africa, 1929-1979.  
New York: St. Martin's Press (175 Fifth 
Ave., New York, NY 10010), 1979. 278 pp.  
$25.00 hb. Note: Sponsored by the South 
African Institute of Race Relations, this 
book consists of ten commissioned essays 
by South African academics and liberal 
political observers.  

Indian South Africans. By Frene GIN
WALA. Report No. 34. London: Minority 
Rights Group (36 Craven St., London 
WC2N 5NG), 1977. 20pp. £.75.  

Mothobi MUTLOATSE (ed.), Forced Lan
ding: Africa South: Contemporary 
Writings. Staffrider Series No. 3. Johan
nesburg: Ravan Press, 1980. 208 pp. No 
price listed. Note: See exerpt in this issue.  

Robert M. PRICE & Carl G. ROSEBERG 
(eds.), The Apartheid Regime: Political 
Power and Racial Domination. Research 
Series No. 43. Berkeley: Institute of Inter
national Studies, University of California 
(215 Moses Hall, UCB, Berkeley, CA 
94720), 1980. 376 pp. $8.95 pb. Note: A col
lection of essays based on a colloquium on 
contemporary South Africa at UC-Berkeley 
during the winter and spring of 1978.  

Ernie REGEHR, Perceptions of Apartheid: 
The Churches and Political Change' In 
South Africa. Scottdale: Herald Press (616 
Walnut Ave., Scottdale, PA 15683), 1979.  
309pp. $7.95 pb.  

The South African Labour Scene in the 
1980s: Discussions of the Study Group on 
Multinational Corporations. Study Group 
Series No. 3. Braamfontein: South African 
Institute of International Affairs (Jan 
Smuts House, P.O. Box 31596, Braamfon
tein, RSA), 1980. 61pp. No price listed.  

Zambia 

Kenneth KAUNDA, The Riddle of 
Violence. San Francisco: Harper & Row 
(1700 Montgomery St., San Francisco, CA 
94111), 1981. 184 pp. $9.95 hb. Note: This 
is the most recent collection of reflections 
by the President of Zambia.  

Continued. on page 24
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Thoughts In A Train 

For'Black South African writers, creative writing is an integral part of the struggle against apartheid. Black journalists have declaret 

themselves "militants and activists" while Black writers in South Africa are demanding that Black literature identify with the struggles of tih 

oppressed.  
Despite continual harassment by the state, the publishers of Staffrider magazine along with Ravan Press recently produced an importan 

collection of writings titled Forced Landing: Africa South: Contemporary Writings, edited by Mothobi Mutloatse. Forcfd Landing wa 

banned shortly after its publication last year and Southern Africa was fortunate to receive a copy.  

Forced Landing is, above all else, South Africans writing about themselves and, as such is an important part of contemporary Soiti 

Africa. We reprint here one of the many excellent stories from this collection.  

By Mango Tshabaugu danger nor pattern. Fear of snarling policemen was out for thes 
two young Black boys. Nevertheless, this overwhelming fear th 

When we ride these things which cannot take us all, there is no like of which they'd never known was always around thei 

doubt as to our inventiveness. We stand inside in grotesque posi- whenever they walked tarough the rich suburbs of Johannesburl 

tions-one foot in the air, our bodies twisted away from arms squeez- They could not even talk about it. Somehow, they were sure the 

ing through other twisted bodies to find support somewhere, both had this strange fear.  

Sometimes it is another person's shoulder, but it is stupid to complain There was a time when they impulsively stood right in the middl 

so nobody does. It's as if some invisible sardine packer has been at of a street. They had hoped to break this fear the like of whic 

work. We remqin in that position for forty minutes or forty days. How they'd never known. But the attempt only lasted a few seconds an 

far is Soweto from Johannesburg? It is forty minutes or forty days. that was too short to be of any help. They both scurried off, hatir 

No-one knows exactly. themselves for lack of courage. They never spoke of it.  

We remain in that position, our bodies sweating out the unfreedom In search of the truth, Msongi became very observant. He'd bee 

of our souls, anticipating happiness in that unhappy architectural noticing the shut windows of their train every time he and Gezaj 

shame-the ghetto. Our eyes dart apprehensively, on the lookout for happened to be in ours. On this day, it was a week since Mson 

those of our brothers who have resorted to the insanity of crime to pro- decided to break the silence. Msongi's argument was that the fe 

test their insane conditions. For, indeed, if we were not scared of moral was in the surroundings and nQt in them. The place was full of fea 

ridicule we would regard crime as a form of protest. Is not a man with Vicious fear which, although imprisoned in stone walls and ele 

a hungry stomach in the same position as a man whose land has been trifled fences, swelled over and poured into the streets to oppre 

taken away from him? What if he is a victim of both! even the occasional passer-by. Msongi and Gezani were mere 

We remain in that position for forty minutes or forty days. No-one walking through this fear. It was like walking in darkness and fee 

knows exactly. We, the young, cling perilously to the outside of the ing the darkness all around you. That does not mean you a 

coach walls. It sends the guts racing to the throat, yes, but to us it is darkness yourself. As soon as you come to a lit spot, the feelingi 

bravery. We are not a helpless gutless lot whose lives have been pat- darkness dies. Why, as soon as they hit town proper, and mixt 

terned by suffering. Tile more daring among us dance like gods of fate with the people, the fear the like of which they'd never knoy 

on the rooftop. Sometimes there is death by electrocution but then it is disappeared. No, Msongi was convinced it was not they who hi 

just hard luck. . . He was a good man, Bayekile. It is not his fault fear. Fear flowed from somewhere, besmirching every part 

that he did not five to face a stray bullet. them, leaving their souls trembling; but it was not they whowe 

We remain in that positiori of forty imnutes 6r toriy days. No- afraid.  

one knows exactly. They did not have stone walls or electrified fences in Sowet 
We move parallel to or hurtle past their trains. Most often my im- They were not scared of their gold rings being snatched for th 

pression is that is it they who cruise past our hurtling train. Theirs is had none. They were not worried about their sisters being peeped 

almost always empty. They'll sit comfortably on seats made for that for their sisters could look after themselves. Oh, those diamoi 

purpose and keep their windows shut, even on hot days. And they sit toothpicks could disappear you know ... Those too, they did n 

there in their train witching us as one watches a play from a private have. They were not afraid of bleeding, for their streets ran r 

box. We also stare back at them, but the sullen faces don't interest us already. On this day Msongi stared at the shut windows. He look 

much. Only the shut windows move our thinking, at the pale sullen white faces and he knew why.  

On this day it was Msongi and Oezani who were most interested He felt tempted to throw something at them. Anything.'.  

in the shut windows. You see, ever since they'd discovered empty cigarette box, an orange peel, even a piece of paper; just 

Houghton golf course to be offering better tips in the caddy prove a point. At that moment, and as if instructed by Msor 

* business, Msongi and Gezani found themselves walking through himself, someone threw an empty beer bottle at the other train 

the rich suburbs of Johannesburg. Their experience was a strange The confusion: they ran around climbing onto seats. Th 

one. There was something eerie in toe surroundings. They always jumped into the air. They knocked against one another as th 

had fear, the like of which they'd never known. Surely it was not scrambled for the doors and windows. The already pale faces h 

because of the numerous policemen who patrolled the streets and no colour to change into. They could only be distorted as fear 

snarled in unison with their dogs at Black boys moving through capable of doing that as well. The shut windows were shattei 

those gracious thoroughfares. wide open, as if to say danger cannot be imprisoned. The tri 

MsongV and Gezani were young no doubt, but this writer has passed swiftly by, disappearing with the drama of the fear the 1i 

already said that bravery born of suffering knows no age nor of which Msongi and Gezani had never known.  
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The Compleat Divestors' Guide
Elizabeth Schmidt's Decoding Corporate 

Camouflage and Desiax Myers' US 
Business in South Africa, offer two strik
ingly different approaches to their analysis 
of the role of US business in South Africa.  

Decoding Corporgte Camouflage is a 
concise critical treatment of the Sullivan 
principles. Schmidt's book, published by 
the progressive Institute for Policy Studies, 
offers both a good introduction to the prin
ciples for the uninitiated and a concise 
discription of the role of US corporations in 
support of apartheid, for the well-versed 
activist.  

US Business in South Africa, in contrast 
to Schmidt's book, is a lengthy, densely 
written treatment of the 'subject. Myers' 
work is based on research conducted under 
the auspices of the Investor Responsibility 
Research Center, a non-profit organization 

* set-up to monitor the operations of US cor
porations for institutional investors. This 
book covers much more than the Sullivan 
principles, but does so with much less focus 
or clarity than'Schmidt's work.  

Schmidt's book is of particular interest to 
activists whose calls for divestment have

been met by arguments from corporate and 
institutional representatives who, while 
conceding that apartheid is abhorrent, go 
on to say, "We believe the best approach is 
for US corporations to remain in South 
Africa and promote the end of discrimin
atory practices through the adoption of the 
Sullivan principles." 

Myers' book, on the other hand, will be 
heralded by many as "the objective study" 
of US business in South Africa. It is im
portant that this myth of objectivity not be 
left unchallenged by activists.  

Sullivan Principles 
Schmidt developes her criticisms of the 

Sullivan principles along two lines. First, 
she examines the principles on a point-by
point basis. Companies have failed to make 
significant progress, Schmidt finds, even in 
those limited areas which they, as signa
tories, have agreed to improve. Second, and 
more importantly, she persuasively argues 
that the principles were adopted by the cor
porations as a strategy to "mollify their 
critics at home and continue to do a pro
fitable business in South Africa. Schmidt

concludes her study by answering institu
tional and corporate representatives who 
argue in favor of the Sullivan'principles. As 
long as Blacks are denied citizenship and 
economic justice, she argues, "employment 
'reforms' will remain a sham." 

Myers, by comparison, offers such in
sights as: "Despite Sullivan's desire that 
companies not use the principles as protec
tion against criticism, there is little doubt 
that this was at least somewhat on the 
minds of several of the signers." Covering 
much the same material as Schmidt, but 
relying more heavily on management's ac
counts of its own achievements, Myers con
cludes that "response to the codes is 
measurable and sometimes' impressive. A 
number of signers have taken tangible and 
often dramatic steps toward improving op
portunities for black workers." 'While 
drawing no explicit conclusions, the infor
mation Myers offers certainly argues that 
the Sullivan principles, while a moderate 
step, . are a move toWards significant 
change.  

Continued on page 25

Towards Socialism in 
Tanzania

EDITED BY BISMARCK MWANSASU AND 
CRANFORD PRATT 

Written by both Tanzanian and non-Tanzanian 
scholars, the essays in this volume assess the success 
of the couhtry's transition to socialism. The book, 
which includes vigorous statements from both Marxist 
and non-Marxist viewpoints, provides unique access 
to the fundamental issues of debate on Tanzania's 
future. '.. .compelling and rewarding reading. Pratt's 
concluding chapter offers an excellent analytical 
summary of the problems and progress Tanzania has 
experienced ... his review of the theoretical and 
ideological considerations of the debate succinctly 
identifies the practical realities which Tanzania faces.' 
Choice Now available in paper $7.50 

University of Toronto Press 
33 East Tupper Street, Buffalo NY 14203

I I 
paid advertisement 
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The Student Movement: 
An Assessment

W_$-TmjaI

LIL I

by Josh Nessen 

US student opposition to apartheid has a 
history going back to the early 1960s. In one 
of its first actions, SDS sat'in at the Chase 
Manhattan Bank to protest that bank's 
loans to the racist state and in the sixties' 
there were anti-apartheid demonstrations at 
Cornell, Princeton, Harvard and other 
universities. As the struggle against Por
tuguese colonialism in Mozambique, 
Angola, and Guinea-Bissau escalated in the 
early 1970s, there were massive demonstra
tions in support of the liberation 
movements, notably 50,000 people at the 
first African Liberation Day in 1972. Op
position to covert US military intervention 
in Angola was also building in 1975 follow
ing South Africa's US supported invasion.  

The real spark for the US student move
ment, however, was the Soweto uprising of 
1976 when hundreds of students faced up to 
the guns of the apartheid regime and the 
liberation struggle inside South Africa took 
a major step forward.  

Throughout the school year 1976-77 nu
merous student groups formed and began 
calling for divestment of their school's cor
porate stocks linked to South Africa. In 
that year, the successful occupation at, 
Hampshire College and the sit-in at Stan
ford University were catalyststo the spread 
of the movement to dozens of campuses 
throughout the country.  

Though protest activity and regional 
coordination is not at the level it was several 
years ago, there is still a significant campus 
base and new groups are in formation.  

* An Assessment 
Recent developments in both southern 

Africa and the US make it imperative that 
we clarify our goals, our "successes," and 
our shortcomings. Through this assessment 
we can determine how to further advance 
our work.  

As a starting point in this assessment I 
will try to examine the extent to which the 

,Josh Nessen is student coordinator for the 
American Committee on Africa.

student movement has succeeded in achiev
ing its goals.  

To what degree have we forced corporate 
withdrawal from South Africa and curtail
ment of bank loans? 
• Partial or total stock divestment at nearly 

two dozen schools plus mass student 
pressure at many others has had concrete 
effects. Corporations such as Polaroid and, 
most recently ITT, have curtailed opera
tions in South Africa. Since 1979, US cor
porations have withdrawn nearly $56 
million in direct investment from South 
Africa, a figure almost equal to the amount 
of new US investment over the same period.  
The rising liberation struggle is the main 
cause of the pull-out, but corporate ex
ecutives have also cited the domestic pres
sure from activist groups.  

For a full report on student activities, a 
newsletter is available from: 

Student Coordinator 
American Committee on Africa 
198 Broadway 
New York, NY 10038 

Has 'the student movement helped to re
juvenate the student Left in this country? 

The process of organizing against apar
theid has been part of renewed student ac
tivism on many fronts. Our work is increas
ingly being linked with the struggle against 
institutionalized racismon campus, and the 
white supremacist backlash now sweeping 
the country.  

At the University of Tennessee the strug
gle against racism has always been linked to 
liberation support work. Last spring eigh
teen Black students were arrested by riot
equipped police following a building 
takeover. The takeover was in protest of an 
Administration attempt to depoliticize the 
Black Cultural center which had been a 
center of anti-apartheid and anti-racist 
organizing.  

The anti-apartheid movement has also 
sought to strengthen its ties to the the two

issues drawing student support, the anti
nuclear and anti-draft movements. Com
mon programs have developed not only 
around demands for divestments of South 
African, military and uclear related 
stocks, but in opposition to the Western 
purchase of Namibian and South African 
uranium for weapons and nuclear power 
fuel, and against military intervention in 
Angola and South Africa.  

In sum, the student anti-apartheid move
ment-has had some success in achieving its 
goals, in part because of its increasing 
political development; students viewing 
stock divestment not as and end id itself, 
but as one means to support the liberation 
struggle 'in southern Africa. As the ex
amples cited above show, organizers have 
consciously attempted to link anti
apartheid work to other issues vital 
students and the wider community.  

The student movement has also helped 
create pressure to hamper direct bank loans 
to South Africa. Of course this has not been 
the outcome of campus work alone, but has 
involved joint efforts with community and 
other groups. Last year in Boston, for ex 
ample, activists from Dartmouth and other 
schools participated in several demonstra
tions aginst the First National Bank of 
Boston with a community-based coalition, 
that included anti-nuclear groups.  

How has the student movement helped to 
curtail US government intervention in 
southern Africa and helped to build sup 
port for the liberation movements?.  

Pressure from student groups, among 
others, was at least partially responsible fo 
the maintenance of sanctions again 
Rhodesia and, through a variety 
methods, students have also raised materia 
aid and support for' the liberatio 
movements. The Princetpn People's Fron 
for the Liberation of Southern Africa, fo 
example, holds annual "runs fo 
liberation" in which students pledge mon 
to runners who then run up to 22 mi 
These events have featured liberation mov 
ment speakers and, over the last two ye 
have raised.$8,600.
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State and local legislative actions have 
also been of importance for student ac
tivists, and over twenty initiatives for 
divestment have been launched with student 
backing. Most recently, the Michigan state 
assembly passed a divestment bill that had 
been supported by students in some of the 
state-run universities.  

To what extent has the student movement 
helped delegitimize corporate power in this 
country, especially on campus? 

Successful divestment actions, as well as 
the process of building campus support,
have undermined corporate claims of 
blamelessness while bringing the issue of 
corporate complicity in apartheid to 
millions of Americans.  

Student actions have been directed at a 
key ideological pillar of US capitalism, the 
university, controlled by the same white 
male elite that runs corporate America.  

At Amherst College several thousand 
leaflets exposed the head of the Board of 
Trustees, as the chairman of a holding com
pany deeply involved in South African lend 
ing. The effect of such leaflets,, demonstra
(ions, educational forums, and sit-ins has 
been to unmask power relations within-the 
university and put its representatives on the 
defensive. 

A testament to the seriousness of this 
challenge is the amount of time and money 
that university, corporate, and South 
African officials have devoted to dealing 
with the student movement.  

Student actions, notably at Harvard, 
have successfully countered this counter
liberation strategy. When Helen Suzman, a 
white South African member of parlia
ment, appeared on campus recently, she 
was consistently hounded by the Harvard 
anti-apartheid committee and exiled Black 
South Africans.  

Looking Ahead 
Of course it is important to acknowledge 

that the movement has its weaknesses. Most 
anti-apartheid committees did not initially 
deal directly with racism on campus, and 
not all are doing so now. As a result, unity 
with Black student groups is not what it 
could be.  

In addition, it took several years for an 
explicit position in support of armed libera
tion movements to be generalized in the 
divestment movement. Some organizers 
argued that explicit political support of 
liberation movements would alienate poten
tial supporters. Another reason was the 
liberalism of many campus activists 
themselves. Though ideologically the pro
Mpm has been largely overcome, in practice 
WItdents need to increase their political and 
material support for the liberation struggle.  

Besides these political shortcomings, the 
movement has had to continually deal with

the built in obstacles of student turnover 
and trustee refusals to divest.  

Nevertheless, the movements political 
development and events in southern Africa 
help explain its ability to maintain a strong 
campus base, despite the lack of formal 
regional structures. In addition painstaking 
basic education work by activists and 
several national tours of southern African 
militants have helped maintain campus con
sciousness.  
National Tours 

The student movement has been 
bolstered by a number of national tours by 
South African and Namibian militants.  

For the last two years, Dumisani 
Kumalo-an exiled South African jour
nalist-has spoken on numerous campuses 
and played an important role in state 
legislative actions. Tozamile Botha, a Black 
South African trade unionist who led a ma
jor strike against the Ford Motor company 
also toured the US and Canada last, fail.  
Botha appeared at over 25 campuses; and 
his account of protest activity in South

Africa and the denunciation ofrthe Sullivan 
code was a bjon to campus organizers.  
Complementing these tours was that of 
Ellen Musialela of SWAPO who" built 
widespread support for SWAPO at a 
critical time in the Namibian struggle.  

A regular student newsletter and organiz
ing conferences held last spring have helped 
maintain, cohesion in the student move
nent. These conferences, held at Western 
Michigan University and Columbia Univer
sity focused on ways of linking anti
apartheid work to other struggles. Of 
course, the continued viability of the move
ment will depend on the ability of grass
roots committees to link up to other pro
gressive student and community groups 
while raising their own demands.-Only by 
dealing with racism and other daily con
cerns will the anti-apartheid movement be 
able to mobilize enough support to counter 
South Africa's well financed propaganda 
effort, and serve as an effective voice 
against apartheid. El
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SOUTH AFRICA'S RIOT PO' 
lice were sent to the Black 
township of Gugulethu on March 
3 scattering Black children who 

were demonsftrating to protest the re-arrest 
of two student leaders involved 'in last 
year's school boycotts.  

Shortly afterwards in nearby Capetown, 
300 chanting Blacks protested with fists 
raised outside the Supreme Court where the 
trial of eighteen people allegedly involved in 
last year's protest in Cape province opened 
that day. In addition to the school boycott, 
the Cape was also the scene of a long bus 
boycott and several militant strikes.  

Student representatives Oupa Lehulere 
and Kent Mkalipi were the subjects of the 
protests by the ' Black children in 
Guglethu. After being detained for mon
ths without trial, they were finally acquitted 
in February, only to be detained again.  

Black students called off their class 
boycott at the beginning of this year only 
after authorities agreed to free student 
leaders by early March.  

More than two hundred delegates of the 
Azanian People's Organization (Azapo) 
gathered at the Stein Lutheran Center near 
Pietersburg, on January 24 and 25 to 
discuss the goals, ideology, and leadership 
of the three-year-old Black consciousness 
organization. The occasion was Azapo's 
third annual congress and, by the time 
delegates went home, they had replaced the 
officers of the organization, created seven 
new secretariats, and approved A number of 
documents dealing with Azapo's stance on 
education.  

The principle focus of the conference, 
however, was a discussion on whether there 
was a place for whites in the liberation 
struggle. The Azapo delegates ended by 
unanimously reaffirming Azapo's opposi-

tion to the inclusion of whites-or, multi
racialism-in the Black liberation struggle.  

Azapo, one of the few legal Black 
political groups. in South Africa, was 
formed in 1978 in the wake of a large scale 
government crack-down on Black con
sciousness groups in late 1977. From its in
ception the organization has defined the un
conditional transfer of land from the while 
regime in power to its indigenous owners as 
a central focus. By the time Azapo held its 
inaugural conference in 1979, however, the 
organization had accepted the assumption 
that the Black liberation struggle is also a 
race-class struggle with Blacks being op
pressed as a class and that workers had a 
central role to play in this struggle.  

The late January conference elected 
28-year-old Khehla Mthembu the new presi
dent, and replaced most of the other elected 
officials. The election of virtually all new 
officials, according to Mthembu, is aimed 
at "preventing leadership from becoming 
an institution and preventing bureaucracy 
on all levels." 

According to Andrew Lukele, a repre
sentative of the newly formed Black Con
sciousness Movement in Exile, the main 
topic of debate during the two day con
ference was over the incluson of whites in 
the Black liberation struggle. At the end of 
the conference the delegates reaffirmed 
Azapo's stance in opposition to the inclu
sion of whites. According to press reports, 
later confirmed by Lukele, the delegates 
also discussed.the concepts of race and class 
and the role of the Black worker in the 
liberation struggle.  

In the past Azapo members have general
ly agreed on two basic points-that the 
struggle for land repossession is an over
riding factor, and that there is no place for 
whites in the Black liberation struggle. Hav
ing reaffirmed Azapo's stance against 
multiracialism, delegates did go on to 
discuss whether Azapo should accept an 
analysis of society that was based upon' 
race-defined class divisions in society. Some 
delegates initially opposed the use of terms 
such as class, arguing according to the Rand 
Daily Mail, that such terms represented a 
"foreign ideology" and that Black Africans 
should develop their own terms to define 
their struggle. The conference ended the 
discussion eventually by agreeing that the 
South African struggle was a class struggle 
in which, according to Lukele, class was 
defined by race.  

The discussion of class and race also led 
to a debate over what role Black workers 
should take in Azapo. Some delegates felt 
that, given Azapo's stance on the race/class 
issue, the organization's leadership should 
be made up primarily of working class 
Blacks. Others felt, however, that it was not 
necessary to explicitly state that Azapo's

leadership be working class.  
The debates over multiracialism, rac 

class distinctions, and the role of works 
class Blacks in the organization' are all i 
dications of Azapo's increasing conce 
with development-or interpretation-i 
an ideology which, until now, has bei 
loosely defined as "Black Consciousness.  
The central question in this discussion 
what type of ideology Black consciousne 
provides for the liberation of Black Sou 
Africans.  

ZIMBABWE'S "COMMUNII 
schools," originally intended 
maintain the newly independe 
nation's separate white-on 

schools, have been scrapped by educati, 
minister Dzingai Mutumbuka.  

Only months before the "internal sett 
ment" elections were held in April 1979, t 
white minority government sold a total 
41 primary and eight secondary school cai 
puses to white parents associations at 
fraction of their actual value. The parer 
paid fo upkeep on the buildings by chai 
ing fees, thereby effectively barring Blal 

But the bulk of the expenses for the 
"private" schools continued to be financ 
out of public coffers- including teache 
salaries and special program grants.  

Mutumbuka announced that the origir 
purchase price of the schools would 
repaid to parents, and the facilities return 
to the state system under the governmen 
"education for all" program.  

Opening a conference on education 
Salisbury in February, Mutumbuka al 
criticized the "immoral" gap between t 
excellent schooling provided the children 
white commercial farmers and miners, a 
that for Black children, many of whc 
"never saw the doors of school." 

Correction 

The article entitled "The Shooting Wa 
in our January-February 1981 issue list 
the SWA Territorial Force (in Namibia) 
having a strength of 8,000 people. We hz 
since learned from the London-based Co 
mittee on South African War Resistar 
that this figure is not accurate. Th 
January 1981 publication "The Sot 
African Military Occupation of Namibi 
quotes a Windhoek Observer article 
September 8, 1980 as saying that the SM 
Territorial Force's strength is 20,C 
troops.
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Primary school enrollment topped one 
million in 1980, and the government expects 
that figure to double by the end of the 

0 decade. State planners hope to build 500 
new schools in the countryside over the next 
five years, and graduate three thousand 
teachers each year to staff them. Adult 
education for the nation's estimated 1.6 
million illiterate farm and factory workers 
is also being expanded.  

0 

Land redistribution, a major goal of 
Zimbabwe's pre-independence freedom 
movement and Prime Minister Mugabe's 
current government, is now threatened by 
lack of funds promised by the West.  

While the government is instituting three 
different types of agricultural development 
programs on Tribal Trust Lands, such lands 
make up less than half the available land in 
Zimbabwe. Any redistribution program 
that is to provide for the thousands of 
landless Zimbabwean families depends on 

4* purchase of while-owned farms. To com
pensate the present owners under the Lan
caster Constitution requires millions of 
dollars in aid which the government was 
promised but has yet to receive.  

Zimbabwe's first economic development 
plan, to be unveiled at the upcoming inter
national donor's conference, underscores 
the importance of the land purchase pro
gram. According to Bernard Chidzero Zim
babwe's minister of economic planning, 
most of the nearly $2 billion to be sought at 
the conference would be directed into rural 
development schemes "as a matter of 
urgency." "Failure by the, international 
community to act on that question [of land 
redistribution) would be a failure of the 
conference itself," he warned.  

In a New Year's eve radio address, Prime 
Minister Robert Mugabe noted Britain's 
failure to provide financial assistance that 
would allow his government to purchase the 
land that has, since the beginning of the co
lonial period, been exclusively in European 
hands. "While land is abundantly 
available," the Prime Minister said, "no 
funds are readily available for purchasing 
it. We have brought this predicament to the 
notice of Britain as a warning that we can
not, as a people's government, accept our 
lack of funds as a permanent impediment to 
our right to acquire land." 

Some observers, especially those in Lon
don, took the Prime Minister's statement as 
a signal that if the Thatcher government is 

*ot forthcoming with the needed aid, 
Mugabe will seek to amend the constitution 
so that compensation will not be required 
for lands seized' by the government.  

If that is the case, then the donor con-

ference, slated to take place in Salisbury in
late March, is probably the last chance that 
Britain and other Western countries will 
have to provide Zimbabwe with the orig
inally promised funding that will make a 
continuation of compensation possible.  

0 

BLACK NAMIBIANS SUFFER 
from a high incidence of disease 
and poor health which, according 
to a recent study by the German 

Development Institute, is inextricably 
bound to South Africa's apartheid policies.  
Most health problems facing Namibia's 
Black majority are related to poverty and 
are a direct result of racial discrimination, 
urban segregation and a general lack of 
health facilities for Africans.  

While acknowledging that statistical in
formation illustrating health conditions is 
difficult to come by, siqce South Africa 
does not cooperate with the World Health 
Organization, the study was able to outline 
some of Namibia's most significant and 
serious health problems.  

German researchers discovered, for ex
ample, that Black Namibians are ten times 
as likely to contract tuberculosis as whites 
in the territory. In fact, TB has assumed 
"alarming proportions" among Black 
Namibians. According to the report, it is a 
"typical poor-man's disease" exacerbated 
by malnutrition, crowded living conditions 
and lack of treatment facilities. Researchers 
also point to the prevailing system of 
migrant labor as part of the explanation for 
the high TB incidence rate.  

Migrant laborers who contract TB while 
working in "white areas" are forced to 
return to the bantustans where they are cut 
off from adequate health care facilities as 
they simultaneously spread the infection 
further. The spread of venereal disease, 
another growing problem, is closely linked 
to the migrant labor system as well.  

The report also found that the present 
Black infant mortality rate is seven to eight 
times higher than that for whites. A major 
contributing factor to this is a common 
practice by white employers which prevents 
Black domestic servants from bringing their 
families with them to the white urban areas 
where they work. The children are forced to 
live with relatives or friends in the rural 
areas, where they must survive in crowded 
living conditions that offer little food, 
shelter or clothing.  

The most prominent and debilitating ad
dictive disease cited in the report, however, 
is alcoholism. Alcohol consumption is 
directly promoted by the South African 
regime and some workers even receive pay
ment for their labor in alcohol.
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Hospital facilities for whites, Blacks, and 
"coloreds", as in South Africa, are com
pletely separate. In 1978, there were be-: 
tween 5.5 and 7.5 hospital beds per thou
sand Blacks and between 9.6 and 9.8 beds 
per thousand whites according to tthe 
report. In addition, less than 20 percent of 
all doctors practice in the bantustans and 
the few health posts that do exist in the 
rural areas are mostly run by churches.  

The Institute, in summarizing its assess
ment of public health in Namibia, grimly 
concluded that the health situation for the 
Black majority is not only stagnant at pre
sent, but is even worsening in many areas.  

At least part of the reason for the con
tinued illegal occupation of Namibia by 
South Africa is not strategic, but economic.  
The country's vast reserves of natural 
resources are the backbone of an economy 
that is growing by leaps and bounds- and 
whose rewards are going to South Africa.  

Recently released economic figures for 
Namibia, even after accounting for infla
tion, show a tripling of Gross Domestic 
Product since 1970. The GDP grew to ap
proximately $1.4 billion in 1979 (the figure 
for 1970 was $417 million). These figures do 
not include the economy of the port city of 
Walvis Bay because of South African 
claims that the port area is an integral part 
of the Republic.  

Of the Gross Domestic Product, 49 per
cent is the result of miniag, while almost 
another 10 percent comes from agriculture, 
forestry and fishing. A large part of the 
mining industry's contribution to GDP 
comes from Rio Tinto-Zinc's Rossing 
uranium mine which is now producing 
4,700 tons of uranium oxide, with annual 
sales estimated at $364 million. The mining 
industry as a whole provides two-thirds of 
Namibia's total exports by value and fifty 
percent of the South African backed 
government's revenue.  

Mining, agriculture, forestry, and fishing 
combined, are all based on the extraction 
and sale of the country's irreplaceable 
resources, and together account for almost 
three-fifths of the total economic produc
tion. Manufacturing, which accounts for as 
much as seventy percent of Gross National 
Product in some of the world's major in
dustrialized countries, and almost a quarter 
of the GNP of South Africa, is only respon
sible for five percent of the Namibian total.  
As a result, with an economy that is based 
on the exploitation of finite natural 
resources and a minimally developed 
manufacturing sector, Namibia is paying 
not just politically, but economically for 
every delay in its independence.
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