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THE PRETORIA SIX

Prisoners of Apartheid

The Pretoria Six — Theophilus Choloe,
Justice Mpanzo, Aron Mtembu, Sandi
Sijoka, Alexandre Moumbaris and
John Hosey were all convicted and sen-
tenced after o three-month trial in the
Pretoria Supreme Court. The Judge
found that:

® The four African accused had unde:-
gone military training under the auspi-

Marie-Jose Moumbaris - demonstrating
oulside South Africa House in London

ces of the African National Congress.

® Moumbaris was concerned in a con-
spiracy with the ANC aond committed
acts to further the conspiracy.

® The four African accused and Moum-
baris were concerned in an ANC plan
to stoge o sea-bourne landing on the
South African coast.

® Though it had not been proved,
Hosey hod ployed a part in bucket
bomb distribution of ANC pamphlets
in Cape Town and had brought falsi-
fied Pass books into the country.

Cholo, Mtembu, Mpanza and Sijake
were each sentenced to 15 years im-
prisonment; Moumbaris was sentenced
to 12 years and Hosey was given a
5 year sentence.

Statements by the Six that they were
tortured during the long period they
were held in solitary confinement prior
to the trial were rejected by the Court.
Following on this report we publish a
call by our acting President General,
to the world ot large to intensify the
campaign for the release of all South
African political prisoners.

We sincerely hope that world public
opinion will be shodked into respon-
ding to this call, by the savagery of the
sentences imposed on the Pretoria Six.
Immediately the sentences were known,
the Chairman of the United MNations
Committee on Apartheid, H. E. Edwin
O. Ogbu, in a statement said that the




Sandi Sijaka

criminals and terrorists are not those
who are fighting for freedom and ju-
stice in South Africa but the South
African regime itself,

“The Special Committee on Apartheid
calls on all erganisations and peoplas
to do all in their power to secure the
release of these and other prisoners
in South Africa and hasten the eradi-

John Hosey

Aron Mtembu

cation of the crime of opartheid”, he
said.

In a lengthy statement condemning the
sentences, the World Peace Council
called for the intensification of the
campaign for world-wide solidarity
actions to demand the release of all
political prisoners from South African
jails.

Theaphilus Cholo

Alexandre Moumbaris

Stating that Apartheid has long been
recognised as an abomination and a
crime against humanity, endangering
the independence of African States
and world peace, the statement con-
cludes, “the international community
is therefore, duty-bound to act vigou-
rously for the eradication of the South
African MNazi dictatorship.”

Justice Mpanza
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July 11th, 1973 marked the passage of 10 years since the
leadership of the South African Liberation Movement was
arrested at Rivonia. Three months later the United Nations
General Assembly by 106 votes to 1 (South Africa only
voted against) requested the South Africon government to
abandon the abitrary trial of this leaodership and to “gra
unconditional release to all political prisoners and o a
persons imprisoned, interned or subjected to other i
tions for having opposed the policy of apartheid”.

Despite numerous resolutions of the Security Council and
General Assembly, the Pretoria regime continues to impri-
son, restrict and detain thousands of South Africans of every
race. These political prisoners represent in the words of our
late President General Chief Lutuli “the highest in morality
and ethics in the South African political struggle; . . . (m=n
whose) policies are in accordance with the deepest interviz-
tional principles of brotherhood and humanity; without their
leadership, brotherhood and humaority may be blasted out
of existence and reason; when they are lodked away, ju-
stice and rzason will hare departed from the South African
scene”. ,
Brotherhoad, humanity, justice and reason have indeed de-
parted from: apartheid South Africa. The pursui

ideals has been made a crime and those who seek

search in vain. Men of the calibre of Nelson Mandela, Wal-
ter Sisulu, Govan Mbeki, Ahmed Kothroda who, as the true
representatives of their people, should be engoged in hel-
ping to create a new world order, ore insteod sentenced to
life imprisonment and spend their doys breaking stones in
the bleakness of Robben Island.

Many others, trade unionists like Billy MNair, Roymond
Mhlaba, Queen's Councillor of the renown of Bram Fischer,
writers, professors, housewives, miners, artisans have been
victimised for their unreserved opposition to apartheid. They
have been penalised in so many ways and under so many
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PRIDONERS

I}
APARTHEID

lows that an occurate assessment of their numbers is im-
possible, but that they number many thousands is un-
denioble.

Cases of torture, assoult and death in South African pri-
sons are well documented as are the inhuman conditions in
which detainees are held. Those who have been sentenced
are not even accorded the internationally accepted status
of political prisoners and are branded criminals and classi-
fied in the lowest category D together with “the type of pri-
soner with a previous record and or conviction of serious
crime of a daring or aggressive nature or other aggravating
circumstances such as convictions for rape, robbery or vio-
lating in one form or another or participating during any
period of imprisonment in a daring escape, or other gang
activities involving knife assaults or incitement thereto™.
Unlike all other prisoners they receive no remission or re-
consideration of sentences and life sentence can only end
with death.

Those who are released ofter completion of sentence are
frequently placed under house arrest, or banished to re-
mote areas and or banned.

Indris Naidoo, Shirish Nanabhai and Reg Vondayer who
completed a 10 year sentence on Robben Island last month
were immediately placed under house arrest and banned.
Within the last few months, various student leaders have
also been banned and restricted without charge or trial.

World-Wide Campaign

FOR ALL THESE PRISONERS OF APARTHEID THE INTERNA-
TIONAL COMMUNITY HAS A SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITY
for they have been victimised for upholding the very prin-
ciples, aspirations and rights embodied in the United No-
tions Charter and Declaration of Human Rights. Not only
have Vorster's policemen no aquthority to imprison and re-



strict these people but by so doing the Pretoric regime
manifests its contempt for the international community and
its ideals.

The contempt is aggravated and the illegality compounded
by the detention of Namibions in South Africa and Nambia
and by the imprisonment of South African freedom fighters
in Zimbabwe.

The ANC therefore calls for o worid-wide coampaign to
bring about the release of all the prisoners of apartheid,
at the same time as greater efforts are made to continue
the isolation of the Vorster regime and the enforcement of
United Notions resolutions.

This call must not be understood to mean thot the ANC will
not continue to pursue relentlessly the struggle to liberote
all of South Africa. Thiz bottle will be fought to ultimote
victory.

The Africon MNotional Congress accepts thot our struggle
must continue and will entail hardship, imprisonment and
death. As our leader Nelson Mandelo stated in -open court
this is the price we are prepared to pay.

But that is not to soy thot when it concerns the prisoners
of apartheid the world community needs stond by and like
an impartial auditor make tally and write off the price of
freedom in South Africa. For it is in lorge measure because
of the failure of the world community to toke decisive and
meaningful action that South Africa is able to continue to
exact this price from those who seek freedom. If the world
is to make any claim to hove moved forward from anardchy
ond barbarity towards o world order based on justice and
equality then it can no longer afford the Pretoria regime
the protection of international legality. Rather that regime
must be branded the outcost thot it is.

IT IS5 TO THOSE WHO SEEK TO BRING ABOUT BROTHER.-
HOOD, JUSTICE AND FREEDOM IN SOUTH AFRICA, THAT
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY MUST AFFORD PRO-
TECTION AND EXTEND LEGALITY. ¥

The Status of the
South African Regime

A challenge to the validity of the claim by the South African
racist regime that it represents the people of South Africo

Today. 25 years after the installotion of the opartheid re-
gime and 54 years after the African people first oppealed
to the international commmunity ot Versoilles, the Africon
National Congress calls upon members of the United No-
tions to reassess the stotus of the regime in Pretorio:

To consider whether it may validly claim to represent the
people of South Africo;

To examine whether by its failure to live up to the principles
for which the United MNations wos founded by its continued
defionce of the very basic aspirations of humankind, it has
the right to be gronted legality under international low;
To judge whether its foilure to comply with specific resolu-
tions of the U.N. Security Council and General Assembly,
its Hlouting of rulings of the International Court of Justice,
its oggression across its borders do not now require that
this regime be refused the protection of the internotionaol
community and be declared an outcast.

1. Over the centuries many documents have testified to the
fact that no government based on tyranny con claim to be
recognised by its own people or by humankind (the Uni-
ted Stotes Declaration of Independence). The major con-
stitutional document purporting to legitimise the present
regime, nomely the Republic of South Africo Act 1961 ex-
pressly entrusts all sovereign power in South Africo to o
Legislature constituted by low of persons of European
descent only. The vestigial rights of black South Africans
to participate in elections to Porlioment haove been entirely
eliminated. It hos been o matter of pride to the outhorities
that the lotest rounds of election to Parlioment have invol-

Sentenced

ta 15 years

in

Movember 1972
on similar
charges

as the
PRETORIA SIX

CLETUS
MZIMELA

ved white voters only. The Vorster regime is occordingly
responsible both in theory ond proctice only to the white
parlioment and represents only this small segment of South
Africa.

By tregting the maojority of South Africons not as citizens
but os rightless aliens in the country of their birth the Vor-
ster regime is denying itself any lowful authority to act in
the name of the majority. It moy demand obedience on the
bosis of noked force, but connot claim cllegionce on the
basis of lowful authority.

2. The policies of the Vorster regime as explicitly expressed
in its laws and openly enforced in its courts are avowedly
racist ond involve clear and systematic breaches of the
United MNotions Charter. As long ago as 1952 the Generol
Assembly aodopted o resolution referring to South Africo -
which declared thot in @ multi-rocial society, harmony cnd
respect for human rights and freedoms and the peoceful
development of o unified community were best assured
when patterns of legislation and proctice were directed to
ensuring equality before the low of oll persons regaragless
of race, creed or colour; economic, social. cultural and po-
litical participation of oll racicl groups should be on o bo-
sis of equality. The resolution (616BV11) offitmed thot the
governmentol policies of o member stote., nomely South
Africa, which were not directed towards these gools but
Were designﬂd to perpetuate or increase discrimination,
were inconsistent with the pledges of Members under
Article 56 of the Chorter.

In the yeors that hove followed every single orgon of the
United Notions has found it necessary to reiterote that
apartheid was inconsistent with the provisions of the United
Nations Charter ond international legal obligotions. Mare.-
over the practice of rocial discriminotion and oportheid
has been expressly outlowed by @ number of almost uni-
versolly occepted legal documents setting out stondosds
of conduct and establishing new ond binding internaticnal
legal rules. The minority regime in South Africa has in fact
through its legislation contravened every single orticle n
the Declaration of Human Rights, ond the Stote Parties to
the International Convention on the Elimination of oll forms
of Rociol Discrimination expressly stoted thot they “porti-
culorly condemn rociol segregotion and apartheid”
(Article 3).

Vicious Racism

3. South Africo hos systematicolly flouted every resolution
of the United Nations stemming from its policies of Apart-
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Walter Sisulu [left)
and Melson Mandela

AMNC leaders
both serving life
imprisonment

on Robben lsland

heid. What is more, far from desisting she has aggressively
pursued her policies and increased her repression of the

African pecple.
Further in defiance of the international community

® South Africo today illegolly occupies and administers Na-
mibia.
® Scuth Africa is the major instrument in the evasion of

United Notions sanctions agoinst the illegal Smith regime
and the main support of its economy,

® South Africa provides support and sustenance to the Por-
tuguese government in its continued defiance of United
MNotions resolutions on decolonisotion and the right to self
determination of the peoples of Angola, Mozambique and
Guinea Bissau.

4. South Africa is in violation of the United Nations Conven-
tion on Genocide: which defines genocide as the “commit.
ting of certoin octs with intent to destroy wholly or in port
o notional, ethnic, rocial or religious group as such™.

The entire policy of apartheid is by its own definition aimed
ot destroying the South African naotion by denying its no-
tional multi-rocial ond essentially African identity and
weaokening its charocter and its people by deliberate re-
gressive fragmentation.

The vicious rocism preached and proctised by the ruling mi-
nority, the indoctrination ol children in schools, the youth
ond grown men and women in every walk of life is breeding
hatred, suspicion and feor. The mossive and relentless dis-
possession of peoples coupled with the denial of elemen-
tary rights on the grounds of race have established all the
pre-conditions of genocide, '

The opplications of oportheid hove creoted the pre-condi-
tions, and its ideclogy and manifestations establish the in-
tent to commit genocide. The right of the African people to
live together as family units is denied by the apartheid re-
gime — wives are separated from husbands, whilst children
moy not live with their mothers. Even the toxation system
does not recognise wives or children aos dependents of
African workers.

Nearly ¥ 10ths of the surfoce orea of South Africa hos been
opproprioted by low for whites only, as has 70 "+ of the
wealth of the country, with not unexpected consequences
for the health and well being of our people. Is it genocide
only when one starts to put children in gos ovens? Is it not
aqually extermination if you deliberately create conditions
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of African children in one reserve
in South Africo die before reaching the age of 5%

in which more than 50 ".

Call For Urgent Action

5. Over the years in attempting to defend its posture of de-
fiance of universally held concepts of equolity and justice,
South Africo hos not hesitated to commit aoggression, and is
now a threot to the peace of Africa and the world. The
threat arises not merely from the foct thot apartheid is o
crime ogoinst humanity - the deliberate glorification of
racism and fanatic mointenance of white dominotion is o
serious provocation to oll the peoples of the world who hove
suffered or been witness to the proctices of herrenvolkism
and colonialism. The threot arises becouse the imperotives
of the South African economy impel South Africo along the
path of expansion. South Afrco is an intrinsic part of the
imperialist world but it now needs to expand in.its own
right. Its economy based on the cheop labour pool created
by the apartheid system, now requires the export of copital
ond needs new exponding morkets outside its borders If
it is to survive as it is, South Africa needs to expond, ond
unless stopped will de so, either by extending its sphere of
influence through neo-colonial trade and oid agreements
or by direct oggression.

The continued South African presence in Nambia, the
extension of her military "ftrontier” to the Zombesi, her mi.
litory odvice ond ossistonce to the Portuguese armies in
Angola ond Mozombique, the political and military threots
and aggression against Zambia ond Tanzania, os well as
the ottempts to woo Africon stotes ond break out of its
isolation all bear witness to the imperative need to expand.

South Africa can no longer be considered just as a problem
of racism or apartheid. It now has the need, the intent and
the military potential to commit aggression, and indeed has
done so. South Africa is unguestionably o threat to the
peace and security of o very wide area in the southen
hemisphere and must be recognised os such ot the inter-
national and diplomatic conference tobles. Urgent action
by the Security Council under Chapter VIl Article 39 is cal-
led for.

An examination of these maotters which we have roised here
only in outline ploces upon the international community o
responsibility to act, from such a recognition and branding
of the South African regime definite action must follow.



The founding of the Organisation of African Unity 10 years
ago was o significant achievement and an historic landmark
in the life of the continent which had been ravaged and
plundered by colonial powers for centuries.

1963, marked the beginning of a new epoch for Africo as
thirty newly-independent Heads of States met to chalk out
the destiny of the continent; pledge solidarity and friend-
ship with each other: safeguard their independence from
the forces of colonialism and neo-colonialism and, under-
toke the task of total African liberation from all forms of
subjugation.

On the occassion of the tenth anniversary of the QAU whidch
now unites 41 independent states we need to ask whether
the basic hopes and aspirations of its founding fathers have
been realised or not.

Has Africa preserved its peace and stability, made signifi-
cont social, economic and political odvancement and to
what extent has the objective of total emancipation been
accomplished? A dispassionote approisal of the African
scene shows beyond doubt that although there have been
many problems facing the continent, overall, significont and
in some coses revolutionary changes hove indeed taken
place.

Firstly, the myth that Africa would be plunged into darkness
ond choos when their “masters” leave has been shattered.
The development and peaceful transformation of Africa has
been relatively free from the bloody wars, chaos ond dicta-
torships thot characterised Western societies during the past
and first half of this century.

Secondly, African countries have, to the best of their abili-
ties, solved o number of explosive border conflicts — a le-
gocy of coloniolism — ond most have concentrated their

efforts to the serious tasks of social, economic and political
achievements of their societies.

Thirdly, Africa has not resorted to, and we trust never shall,
the level of barbarism where millions of people were herded
into concentration comps aond ghettos ond exterminated.

Finally, the OAU is playing a vital and ever-increasing role,
at the United Notions ond elsewhere in support of the
struggles being woged in racist Southern Africa and the
Portuguese colonies. Its wholehearted support for the libe-
ration movements in these areas is well known and details
of its aid to these movements need not be repeated here.

Plundered

It is well to recall that the notions accusing the “Third
World” of its so-colled bockwardness and underdevelop-
ment are themselves responsible for this staote of affairs.
Besides having looted and plundered our countries in the
post, leaving o legocy of hatred and animosity, they are
now shamelessly aiding and abetting racist regimes in Africa
ond elsewhere. And they have the temerity to speak of
Africa’s enormous difficulties with disdain while at the same
time supporting these rocist societies which in the words of
the United MNations: “are o threat not only to peace in
Africa but to the whole world.”

In the Portuguese colonies, South Africo, Namibia and Zim-
bobwe, the peoples are not accepting oppression submis-
sively. Resistance movements hove been developed and
national wars of liberation are being conducted.

Let the West withdraw its support for white South Africa
aond Rhodesio: not arm Portugal with NATO weapons and
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give her massive financiol aid to continue her colonial wars
- and the story of Africa would be very different; imple-
ment UN decisions ond desist from using the veto ot Se-
curity Council sessions to bolster and strengthen these ra-
cist and coloniol regimes and we will demonstrate in un-
mistakable longuage how relatively easier it is to topple
these decadent societies.

In South Africo the Liberation Movement, spearheaded by
the underground African MNational Congress is increasing
the momentum of the struggle agoinst white domination.
Despite the ruthless repressive machinery of a naked Po-
lice State, the country has been shaken by o massive wave
of strikes in the recent past. Over 250000 blaock workers
downed tools and demanded the right to organise, the right
to strike and for higher woges and better working condi-
tions. Thousands of black students have participated in an
unprecedented national strike affecting every single blodk
campus in the country, in support of their demands to free,
compulsory and better education, the de-tribaolisation of
their tribal colleges and the right to have their own orgo-
nisations in their universities.

The demand for full political and economic rights. and the
abolition of all measures designed to humiliate ond perpe-
tuate the system of oppression and white domination hos
assumed new dimensions.

There is a growing realisation by an increasing number "of
whites in the country {os yet not significant) that South
Africo is heading towards a bloody rocial conflict unless
meaningful changes are effected soon.

In the meantime the clandestine mobilisation of the masses
to confront the enemy at every point of encounter is under
woy ond the time is approaching when the stoccato of gun
fire is heard in all corners of our Motherland!

Mayibuye iAlrika!
Amandla NgaWethu!
Maatla keAronal
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The Organisation of
African Unity was created
May 26 1963
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Secretary General:
Mro Ekangaki
(Cameroon)

In November 1966 the Six

Specialised Commissions
wears regrouped intothres

commissions

1. Economic and Social

2. Educational, Cultural,
Scientitic and Haalth
3. Dafenca

41 Member States

Heads of Gowamment
meet once a in
different capitals

a YOor.
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A unique and unprecedented international Trade Union
Conference, representing 180 million organised workers
from all over the world was held in Geneva, Switzeriand,
in the middle of June this year. It was unique because
it brought together for the first time since the end of the

This was possible only because all of
them were unanimous on their attitude
to oportheid and racism, and decided
that  their ideclogical differences
should not stand in the woy of expres.-

sing their obhorrence agoinst this fas-
cist concept.

The Conference which was initiated by
the United Naotions Special Committee
on Apartheid, was held under the aus-

last war, the three international trade union tederations
= The International Confederation of Free Trade Unions,
The World Federation of Trade Unions and The World
Confederation of Labour and several notional trade
union federations.

pices of the Workers Group of the In-
ternational Labour Organisation.

Attended by 380 delegates represen-
ting over 200 trode union organisa-
tions from Africa, Asia, Lotin America,
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Canodo, the USA and Europe -
from the capitolist, socialist and newly
independent countries - the Confe-
rence unanimously called for the boy-
cott of opartheid South Africa.

Delegote ofter delegote, from os for
afield as Indic and Cuba; Tanzanio
and Toronto: New York and Moscow:
from MNamibia, Zimbaobwe and Sii
Lonka; New Zealond ond Holland; oi!
condemned opartheid os o crime
against humanity.

The Chairman of the U.N. Special
Committee on Apartheid, His Excel-
lency Edwin Ogbu of Nigeria, officially
opening the Conference said that the
Trode Unions of the world cannot in
any way be o porty to the crime of
apartheid which is based on efforts to
perpetuate the system of slave labour
of the Block people in South Africa.

In o messoge read to the Conference,
the U.N. Secretary-General, Dr. Kurt
Waldheim, described the Conference
os, "'o major event in the world-wide
struggle against apartheid.
“"Discrimination bosed on race iz in-
human and cannot be tolerated by
the international community. Further-
more, the bitterness which it engenders
imperils peace in Africa”, he said.
Moses Mabhida, Vice-President of the
South Aifrican Congress of Trade
Unions (SACTU), in welcoming the
support of the delegates, soid thot the
fight was not only for free trade union
rights and the right to all jobs for
Blacks in South Africa, but for full po-
litical rights on every level; for politi-
cal power.

Mark Shope, Secretary-General of
SACTU, called on delegotes not only
to support the draoft resolution but cal-
led for full commitment by all trade
unionists to act against white South
Africa.

Resolution

The Conference in its final resolution
called for:

® an ending of oll political links, cul-
tural, trode and diplomaotic relations
with South Africo;
® an end to all
investment there;
® an end to arms supplies or any other
torms of militory ossistonce;

® the closing of aoll ports and airports
to South African ships and planes;

® the expulsion of South Africa from
the United Mations and all its agen-
cies.

The delegates called on trode unio-
nists throughout the world to ensure
that their governments held to these
demands.

private and public

10

They alse called on the national trade
union movements to:

® boycott oll loading and unloading
of goods to or from South Africo and
Namibia;

® Orgonise o boycott of all goods im-
ported from South Africo:

® boycott all sporting or cultural act-
vities in which South Africon represen-
tatives taoke part;

® support the struggles of the oppres
sed workers of South Africo and their
right to strike ond right to organise,
and campaign for treedom for oll po-
litical prisoners.

The only discordant note was contoi
ned in a document issued at the end
of the Conference by Lucy Mwvubelo,
Secretary of the No. 3 Branch of the
Mational Clothing Waerkers Union of
South Africo, who was not ollowed Lo

address the meeting. She, together with
other members of the Trade Union
Council of South Africo, were denied
any stotus at the Conference becouse
“they were working within the frame-
work of apartheid.” She colled for
greater foreign investment in South
Africa. Te quote her: “Pon’'t isolate
us, don’t breaok off contoct with us and
don’t odvocote dis-engagement and
withdrowal of foreign investments.
“"The situation in South Africa will not
haove changed in onother 10 years to
any degree’’, she desperately and pes-
simistically pleaded.

Firm Rebuff

It is now universally accepted that the
SACTU and Aifrican National Congress
policy of total isclation of apartheid
South Africo is correct becouse any
investments or recognition of the pre.

sent regime in South Alfrica will enly
serve to wnderwrite apartheid.

At a press conference held in Geneva,
SACTU representatives goave *a firm
rebuff to Mvubelo's point of view. In
answer to a claim by the represento-
tive of the RAND DAILY MAIL thot Mrs
Mvubelo represented 18 000 Alnican
workers and should therefore be allo-
wed to speak ot the Conference,
SACTU representatives replied:

First, that Mrs. Mvubelo belonged to o
Union which was divided rocially into
three separate wunions. The No. 1
Bronch which took oll mojor decisions
and concluded oll wage agreements
comprises of whites only, No. 2 Brandh
representing Coloured workers and the
No. 3 Bronch representing African
workers.

Second, that Mrs. Mvubelo did not re-
present her members in the true sense
of the word as her union enjoyed a prni-
vilege which no other African wunioa
enjoyed : thot of the closed shop. whidh
means that any Africon worker who
wishes to work in the garment indu-
stry must first obtain a Union Card
signed by Mrs. Mvubelo and, therefore.
workers are forced to become mem
bers of her union it they wish to work
n a garment factory.

SACTU went on to point out thaot Mrs
Mvubelo was part of o delegation ot
the Conterence with four leaders of
TUCSA which does not haove African
unions, including Mrs. Mvubelo’s No. 3
Brandh, as members.

Moses Mabhida, SACTU's Vice-Presi-
dent, said:

“"We abhor white oppression as mudh
os we abhor Black sellouts, even more
s0.

We may not see the results of this
Conference soon, but there is no doubt
that the effects will be ultimately far
reaching. Trade unionists interviewed
by SECHABA were extremely militant
and their sincerity is hard to foult

We can look forward to the doy when
mony dock workers are going to ban
the looding ond unloading of corgo
destined to and from South Africa.
We con look forward to the day when
workers in factories are going to re-
fuse to hondle goods to and from
South Africo.

In toct, aportheid South Africa is going
to fteel the effects of international
trade union octions were it will hurt
them most — their pockets!

(Owing to lack of spoce in this issue,
speeches by SACTU Representatives
and the opening address by His Excel-
lency, Edwin Ogbu, Chairmon of the
United Nations 5pecial Commitiee on
Apartheid, will be published in our
next issue.)



BLACK WORKERS'
MIGHTY MOVEMEM

The Strike Wave in Retrospect — October 72 to April 73.

The recent strike wove began in the last 3 months of 1972
It occelerated through Jonuary, reaching o tremendous
climax in mid-February, with over 30 000 workers o day out
on strike on some days. It continued into March, and only
begon to fode away in mid-April.

This wos the largest, most militant and most dramaotic mass
action South Africo hos seen since the early '60's — in fact,
since the May 1961 stay-ot-home, Much has happened since
then: the armed struggle has commenced, legal and semi-
legal resistonce hos re-emerged ofter o decade of severe
repression, new movements have sprung up, their actions
and perspectives in varying degrees reflecting the interests
ond hopes of the black majority and the influence of the
ANC’s policy and strotegy. But this strike oction was the
first sustoined episode of political struggle since 1961 in-
volving reolly wide masses of our people. This gives it
@ unique importance, and calls for o coreful analysis of the
scope, character and significance of this mighty movement.
Sechaba, hos in previous issues dealt with some of the dra-
matic confrontotions that formed part of this historic chap-
ter in the history of our movement. The following article
looks ot the strike movement overall. It is eorly doys to tell
the whole story, much of which remains to be discovered.
But it is not too early to probe the couse and course of
these stirring events, and to draw some conclusions for the
future.

The keynote to the whole story is militance. The African and
other Block workers who struck braved not only sacking, but
alse imprisonment, fines, police batons and bullets, and
banishment to the poverty-stricken ‘homelands’. Yet they
were not intimidoted. Their boldness alarmed and tempo-
rarily parolysed even Vorster's police thugs. They often took
to the streets, and sometimes took over the streets, turning
their strike action into o festival of the oppressed. The whole
world knows by now how one group of Durban workers
marched through the city stopping the traffic and waving
their sticks, with o red flag ot their head. But there were
many other less publicised incidents which demonstrate the
militont mood of the workers. For example, the workers
striking ot Richords Bay aluminium smelter, denied food by
the monagement, boldly stormed into the cold-storage.
removed two large carcasses, took them off into the veld and
hod themselves o huge broaivleis (i.e. barbecue): The ma-
nagement were helpless . . . '

More significont wos on incident in Johannesburg which
indicates the way in which black workers have stepped for-
ward to demand what they want — however hostile the cir-
cumstances. A Wage Boord hearing was to take place in
the city. For years these have been obscure proceedings
toking place in musty offices, with the employers, the go-
vernment and the white trade unions conniving in conclave
to hold down the woges of the black workers. This time it
was different. Two hundred Africans, including scrap metal
workers and cleaners, downed tools at the the Buffale Salt

Company and marched into the Wage Board hearing te
voice their demands ond refute the claims of the directors.
(Cope Times 10 April). A few years ogo such action would
have been unthought of; todoy it doesn't even ottroct o
headline in the papers!

The following article probes the strike movement in depth.
Fart | estimates the numbers involved, the regions and the
industries most affected. Part Il looks ot the economic and
political foctors that gave rise to the strikes, and poses
a number of concrete questions. Part lll suggests some
lessons of the strikes for the whole liberation movement,
and analyses their significance for the strategy and toctics
of the ANC.

PART |
The Strikers

First, an estimate of the huge scale of the strike wave. Offi-
cial figures have always under-stated the extent of strike
action in South Africa. But even they are bound to disclose
something. of the reality. According to the Government, for
the years 1959 to 1969, the annual average of strikes and
stoppages by Africans was about 70 a year. In 1971 the
number rose to 86, (1) In 1972 there were more strikes and
stoppages, and in the first three months alone of 1973, the
Government admits to 160 strikes and stoppages involving
61,410 workers. (2) In fact, the numbers involved were much
greater. Employers frequently avoid informing the Deport-
ment of Labour about disputes so as not to inflame labour
relations with heavy-handed official interventions. This is
especially true in the manufacturing industry where employ-
ers have difficulty in replacing bladcks in skilled and semi-
skilled jobs. At its height. the strike wave was hitting so many
plants and factories, especially in Durban, that it was im-
possible for the police, the Dept. of Labour or the press to
keep up with the action.

On 23rd March, the Financial Mail estimated that already
more thaon 120 firms in Du:ban alone had been affected by
strikes since the beginning of the year. An incomplete tabu-
lation of reported strikes by o research officer of the SA In-
stitute of Race Relations showed that between the middle of
Januory and the end of February over 50,000 workers were
involved in some kind of industrial action, affecting ot least
84 concerns. (3) Taking into account the fact that the press
foiled to report some strikes, employers chose not to report
others, and some stoppages produced such quick results in
terms of hastily-granted rises thot they were over within o
few hours, it will probably never be possible to work out
exactly how many thousands were invulved. But it seems
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iikely thot between the beginning of October last year and
the end of April this year, ot least 200.000 workers and mare
likely nearer to 250,000 workers were involed in strikes and
stoppages in South Africa.

Some of the main strikes were:

October

African stevedores in Durban 2.000
Alrican foctory workers in Benoni (textiles) 150
Adrican miners at Windsorton (N. Cape) 142
November

Adrican stevedores sustained o 31-day

owvertime ban ot Cape Town dodks 2,022
Dzcember

African bus drivers in Pretoria 200
Jonuary

Coronation Brick & Tile Co. Durban 1.500
Frame Group Textiles, New Germany (Natal) 7.000
Consolidated Textile Mills, Jacobs 2,600
Dunloeps — Durben 1.300
Ropes & Mattings = Durban 2,800
February

Union Flour Mills = Durban 700
Consolidated Textile Mills, East London 2,000
Metal Box Company (SA) — Mobeni 1,000
Johannesburg City Council’s bus drivers 145
Duwrban Corp. — black municipal workers 16,000
Hommarsdale '‘Border industries’ complex 7,000
Fruit and veg. canning workers, Empangeni 250
March

Sappi Tugela paper Mill, Mandini (Natal) 2.000
Milk delivery men — lohannesburg 500
Newspaper delivery men - Johannesburg 100
Milling company - Klerksdorp 300
Aluminium smelting plant, Richards Bay (Natal) 700
Veko Clothing Factory (Natal) 2,000
Apnl

Alberton metal factory 250
Acme Timber Industries (near Richards Bay) 350
Brodifield Knitwear (African & Coloured

workers) — near lohannesburg 300
Tongaat — the sugar town in Natal. Municipal

employees (200) and sugar refining workers 700
Richards Bay — employees of a foreign consortium

building the harbour 130

Whidch Industries?

This list gives some impression of the size and distribution
of the strike action. Particularly hard hit wos the textile
industry. Indeed according to one report, still in April up to
4 strikes or stoppages a day were occurring in the textile
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industry on the Rand. {4} Hardest hit, u;u:i:tud.ng. ta the
Minister of Labour, was the iron, steel and engineering
industry, which accounted for 22 of the 160 offically recorded.
strikes and stoppoges. or two more than textiles (20). Muni-
cipalities, transport, construction, the distributive trades, and
other sections of monufacturing industry, were all affected
in varying degrees. It was only in mining and agriculture,
(two of the four biggest sectors employment-wise, together
with construction and manufacturing industry), that there
appeared to be little or no strike action. It is not irrelevant
that these ore the sectors relying most heavily on (a) unskil-
led: (b) non-3outh African; (c) migrant labour. Nor is it irre-
levant thot these are the most difficult sectors in which te
organise industrially, and the sectors in which partly
becouse of dictatorial prison-like controls and because of
the dispersion of the labour force over large areas (in farm-
ing]_ the ropid spread and mutual influence of strikes which
wos so conspicuous o feature of the wave had least oppor-
tunity to take effect.

The above list does not adequately reflect the impact of the
strike wave in the engineering industry. This is because the
largest strikes have been selected for the list; whereas the
engineering industry is characterised to an unusual degree
in South Africa by the relative smallness of the plants and
enterprises. Being fewer in numbers, the strikers in these
plants seldom made as much news as those in the big facto-
ries.

Which Cities, Which Regions?

Geographicaolly, Durban and its adjacent industrial com-
plexes (Pinetown, New Germany, Pietermaritzburg), together
with MNorthern MNotal (Tongaat, Richards Bay, Empangeni)
accounted for much - ot least half — of the action. The
reasons for this will be discussed below. Johannesburg and
most of the Reef industrial towns were hit, as were the other
main industrial centres — Cape Town, East London, and (to
a lesser extent) Port Elizabeth and Pretoria. It is not too
much to speak of o localised 'General Strike’ in Natal,
accompanied by similar if not so widespread action on the
Rand and in ports of the Cape.

About the role of workers other than Africans relatively
little has been reported so far. It is clear that the over-
whelming maojority of those who struck were Africans. At
some plants in the textile industry where Indians and Colou-
reds work side by side with Africans, all the black workers
downed tools together. The case of the Sappi paper mill,
Mandini, where some Indian workers carried on working
while some 2,000 Africans strudk, appears to have been
exceptional. No caose is known of white workers showing
solidarity. In several instances (e. g. the Sappi paper mill,



and newspaper delivery-van drivers in Johannesburg) whites
either did odditional work or different work in an ottempt
to keep production going. (5) The most notorious scobbing
occurred ot the Alusof aluminium plant ot Richards Boy
where the government sent in one hundred army troinees
under regular officers to keep the expensive, 24-hours-o-daoy
furnaces working in this smelter, described by the Minister
of Economic Affairs as “an import-replocement (enterprise)
of national importance.” For the Nationalist Government it
is more importont to ‘sove’ a relatively small oamount of
foreign exchange than to keep o lorge black lobour force
above starvation levels!

PART i
What Lay Behind
the Strikes?

When the strike wave was at its height, the whole structure
of white supremacy tottered briefly on its foundotions. From
the government, through the ranks of the stale and purbiind
politicions in Parlioment, to the business community ond
the white trode unions, the shock blasted its woy like o vast
series of explosions. When the editor of the Financial Mail
had remarked lost November, speaking for the interests of
finonce copital and industry generally, that “"We are play-
ing with fire if we don’t introduce mochinery now to deal
with the situation,” he could hardly have guessed how pro-
phetic his words would turn out to be. At little lote in the
day. the president of the conservative Railway Artisan Stoff
Association warned: “We have to realise thot we have an
awakening giant in our midst.” (March 1973)

In April, the heaod of the Adkermann supermarket chain,
looking bodck over the crisis that had just passed, said very
truly: “"We were on o razor edge then, and | wonder just
how many people knew thot. | and probably every other
businessman were very worried men.” (6)

These aoctions are symptomatic of the revival of the under-
ground activities of the banned African National Congress.
It must be rembered that the ANC suffered a severe setbadk
resulting from the orrests of Nelson Mandelo and other
leaders of the movement at Rivonio in 1963 ond to recon-
struct the underground apparatus was no mean task but it
has been done.

Another important factor in connection with these strikes is
the re-emergence of the South African Congress of
Trade Unions. Even though S5ACTU was never banned (to
hoodwink world opinion) by the fascists, the harrassment of
its leaders ond cadres, who have either been joiled (e. g.
Billy Nair and Cernick Ndlovu, both SACTU leaders, are
serving 20 years imprisonment on Robben Island), hanged
(Vuyisile Mini) banned, banished or forced into exile, it was
forced to work in underground conditions.

Other foctors which are sery important in the South Africon
arena at the moment are the militant activities of SASO and
the Black Peoples Convention who have done remarkable
work both among the students and workers. These then are
the progressive developments within the Black community
with which the fascist government is confronted.

Poverty — The Bitter Fruit of Apartheid

The gop between white earnings and black earnings has
long been enormous in South Africa. One might soy thot
insofar as anything is permanent, the wage gop is o perma-
nent feature of our colonialist society. Not being new, the
wage gaop per se canncot be regorded os o couse of the
strike wove. But o new feature of the woge gap is the waoy
in which it has been widening in recent years, and this
undoubtedly contributed to black resentment and anger.

The following figures indicote the trend for the two sectors
of employment in which the woge gop is widest ond
narrowest :

Ratio of White to African wages

' 1966 1971
Mining 17.6:1 20.3
Manufacturing 5.1:1 5.85:1

The disproportion of white woges to African wages is now so
gross, so dongerous to the rocists themselves becouse of
its explosive potential. thot there is todoy o universal chorus
from the Frime Minister, down to the English-medium uni-
versity liberals; from the Chomber of Mines to the smallest
entrepreneur - all chanting the need to close the woge gap.
When elements as disparote as these combine to sing the
some tune. one con be sure that there are the maokings of
o real notional crisis for the epartheid stote underneath it
all. One con be sure, too, that none of these elements -
now, especiolly since the strikes, clamouring for closing the
woge gap even more stridently thon before — none of them
is roising the demand for equality. Thot, of course, would be
revolutionary, ond it is left to the liberation movement to
articulate the only demand which meets the true interests
of the oppressed ond exploited working people.

But there is a parodox here. Where the wage gop is widest
— in mining — strikes were fewest. Where it is narrowest —
in manufacturing — the strikes were greotest. Some of the
reasons for the opparent quiescence of black miners have
been mentioned. But to understand the other part of this
opparent poradox, we must look ot recent developments in
industry. A new and significant trend in the South African
economy hos been the recent upward shift in the industiial
colour-bar. Time was when there wos o very broad correlo
tion between skills and roce: most skilled jobs were done
by whites; most unskilled jobs were done by Africans. It is in
the monufacturing industry porticularly that = through ropid
growth, much of it triggered by foreign investment - the
number of skilled jobs ovoilecble has ropidly outstripped the
number of white workers quolified to do them. Nor is it
simply o motter of skills; the racial composition of the work
force in manufocturing industry is changing overall:

Whites Bladks
1961 30" 70" w
1967 25" 75"
on 23" 77"

The figures for specific sectors of manufacturing illustrate
this trend:

Whites (Decrease African (Increase

from 1962 3 from 1962 3

to 1971) to 1971)
Food 182" to 149", 589" to 642",
Textiies 11.3% to 94", 610" to 654",
Furniture 219" to 16.0"« 456" to 55.0".
Hﬂd‘iﬂﬂ‘lﬁf 470". to 420" . 507" to 519 "

(These ond other detoils of the composition of the labour
force were published in the Rond Daily Mail, 18 August
1972) '
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These processes, nomely the shrinking of the white lobou:
force as compared with the growing dependence of pro-
duction on block labour, and the entry of more and more
blocks (especially Africans) into semi-skilled and skilled
jobs, are general features of the economic scene in South
Africo today, but they hove progressed furthest and most
rapidly in monufacturing, and it is here that, in conse-
quence, black productivity has been rising fastest. The im-
portance of this we shall return to.
According to Tom Murray, the reactionary vice-president of
TUCSA, in the steel ond engineering industry thirty years
ago the rocial composition of the labour force was 707,
white, 30"« block; today it is 10". white, 90". block.
Becouse of these and other changes, the old limitation of
Africans to unskilled jobs has begun to disoppear. It has
o long way to go before it does disappear. but the process
has begun, and it is o distinctive feature of the post-Sharpe-
ville yeaors:

1960 1970
Proportion of economically active Africans
in unskilled jobs: 84", 68",

The shocking reality is, however, that this upward movement
in productivity and responsibility has not been motched by
rising woges. By re-defining jobs that used to be done by
white workers and putting them into lower categories, by
splitting skilled jobs into various semi- and or un-skilled
component jobs, and by various other exploitative tricks and
stratagems, employers hove been getting skilled rotes of
productivity out of black workers, while paying them unskil-
led rates of poy. The government, anxious for political rea-
sons to ottract foreign copital, has octively connived in this
super-exploitation in @ number of important ways:

® By setting extremely low Minimum Wage levels:

® By ruthlessly persecuting and suppressing the African
trade union movement:

® By encouroging capital to move to border areas, where
even lower wages can be paid thon in the cities;

® By itself, as o major employer of labour, poying amongst
the lowest rates in the country.

Thus in a new and very tangible way, the woge gap has
become more visible, more diabolically oppressive to bladk
workers in recent years. Different poy for different types of
work may be tolerable in the short-term; but discriminatory
wage rates for work of the same type is intolerable, and
Africon workers hove begun to show that this scandal will
not be suffered in silence. The situotion ot the Veka clothing
factory in Charlestown (Natal) illustrates this new situation
aptly: most gf the 2,000-plus black workers who struck there
in March were machinists and cutters, doing work which is
demanding. and which nobody could call unskilled. Yet they
were getting on overoge o miserable R12 a week for
47' 4 hours’ work — o wage well below the poverty datum
line, however you choose to calculate it! (7)

Inflation vs. Low Fixed Wages

Sechaba has frequently exposed the low wages in various
sectors of the economy, not to mention the decline in real
wages of many black workers, and the widening of the wage
gop. In 1971 72 a new factor began to aggravate these pro-
blems: inflation. For the past couple of years, South Africa
has been in the grip of a mad inflationary spiral, the worst
in the whole capitalist world, and the inevitable conse-
quence of the Nationalist Government’s policies. From o
base line of 100 in April 1970, the official Consumer Price
Inde.: (CPI) for all items has leoped up as follows:—

1971 1972 1973
January 102.7 109.6 118.7
April 105.2 110.0
July 107.1 113.2
October 108.7 116.6

(Mote: Later figures for 1973 not yet available at the time
of wrlting]

This was the hectic, and for the poor, disastrous culmination
of o decade (1963-1972) in which the cost of living rose by
74 "u. The rate of increase in the C.O.L. was even faster in



the last quarter of 1972 and in January and February 1973
becouse of big bus ond rail fore rises, and the effects on
food prices of the severe winter, followed by a summer
drought. In 1972 alone, the price of meat rose 17"4 and
that of vegetables 24 " .

Even these figures do not tell the whole story. The Con-
sumer Price Index (CPl) is calculated on the basis of the
‘white’ standard of living. It therefore takes account of o
whole range of commodities including clothing, furniture
and entertainment which according to the logic of racism
ore necessities for whites but luxuries for bladks. A calculo-
tion of the CPl on the basis of the typical family budget for
an Africon family living in o city, with food, rent and trans-
port comprising a far higher proportion of total expenditure,
would show thot for the lowest paid, (i. e. for the Black majn-
rity). the cost of living has risen at least 50" more than the
official figures disclose.

This runoway inflation was the sharp cutting edge of the
overall mounting economic pressure upon the fixed low
wages of the working masses. It helped to turn o chronic
crisis into an ocute crisis. For its consequences were becom-
ing so serious that they were beginning to jeopardise the
very functioning of the caopitalist system itself in South
Africa. All the elements of this crisis have been described
and exposed repeatedly by SECHABA: malnutrition and its
toll of the young, its effects on those doing hard and heavy
toil daily; kwashiorkor, rickets, pellagra, tuberculosis, dysen-
tery; starvation. In short, premature death, disease, physical
and mental emaciation - these haove become the lot not
just of o few unfortunote groups in remote or backward rural
areas, but the plight of the overwhelming mass of the Afri-
can people, in town as well as countryside. These cruel and
ovoidable consequences of starvation wage rates have
become the most outstanding characteristic of our people’s
situgtion during the post decode, and this is directly con-
nected with the Government's ruthless destruction of the
democratic trade-union movement headed by SACTU, and
of the broad liberation movement headed by the ANC.

The very physical existence of the cheap labour which is the
economic basis of opartheid was being undermined by the
success of this inhuman system of super-exploitation. The
capitalists had been getting away with it too long: the
cheapness of cheap lobour was reaching a point where its
actual survival was in jeopardy. For the workers, what was
the point in working, if working had the same result as not
working — starvation? The reproduction of cheap labour is
essential to South Africa’s colenial-style economy; yet it was
becoming impossible becouse of government policy, employ-
ers’ greed, the physical weakening and destruction of the
workers themselves, and the futility of working for wages
which could not keep one man alive, leave alone his family.

Unemployment

The most striking and revealing symptom of this whole crisis
has been the huge pool of unemployed blacks, mostly Afri-
cans. The Government's figures once again tell but a small
part of the story. Normally, African unemployment figures
are not kept at all — which is only to be expected from a
regime so racist thot it does not even bother to keep full
birth and death figures of its African subjects. But in the
1970 census, the number of Africans unemployed at that
time was noted, and it represented almost 5" of economi-
cally active Africans. Closer to the mark must be the esti-
mate of the Afrikaans economist Professor Sodie. Two years
ago he calculated that there were about 1', millien un-
employed Africons — or on incredible 25-30". of the Afri-
can labour force. And this in @ country with no unemploy-
ment insurance for blacks, no net to catch the families fall-
ing out of the grinding system into a bottomless pit of hun-
ger, starvation, and ultimate, death.

This vast pool of unemployed may have misled some of the
bosses into believing that they could get away with low
wages for ever — because of the ease of replacing workers
who stood up for their rights. If so, they miscalculated badly.
For the African worker’'s family, one or two out-of-work rela-
tives was only an extra burden on the already strained purse,
on extro reason for demanding higher wages - rather than

a couse of timidity ond passivity in the face of monstrous
oppression.

Above all, the pool of unemployed Africans by its sheer size
represented what even the bulk of bosses could dimly recog-
nise as the ultimate expression of failure, of impending
cotastrophy for the apartheid cheap-labour system. If a go-
vernment with such total and ruthless control of the labour
force as the Mationalists’ possess, could not succeed in both
supplying thot labour to the companies and doing so at the
wage rotes which provide fat profits — (it was doing the
lotter well encugh, but not the former) - then the continua-
tion of the cheap labour system itself was endangered.

The PDL Debate

It was tendencies and contradictions of this sort which
already — long before the strike wave — had generated an
intense debate throughout business, commercial and aco-
demic circles in South Africa about the notorious P.C .. -
Poverty Datum Line. In reality, the PDL represents an attempt
to define the lowest level of income which will allow for the
reproduction of the lobour power of the African worker.
There is nothing scientific about all the masses of figures
and colculations, regional and racial and seasonal adjust-
ments thot go into the PDL calculation game. It is o matter
of experience. Pay a bit less, and you may get away with it.
Pay still less, and your worker is off sick for too long, weak
with exhaustion too early in the day, or maybe just absent
because he's dying or deod. 5o finding the bare survival
level is a motter of hit or miss for the boss. The truth of the
matter is that by the end of 1972, well over half of all South
African employers were paying, and ot least two-thirds of the
African labour force were receiving, less than the minimum
for survivel. The controversy over the PDL reflected the
potential threat to the system of labour which this posed.
The reluctance of employers to do anything about it — which
was as starkly obvious and well publicised as the PDL con-
troversy — reflected the other horn of the dilemma on which
the apartheid system found itself impaled ~ namely, the
vested interests of all employers in screwing the moximum
profits out of the black workers' sweat and toil.

Why Durban and Natal?

Thus far we have considered the general characteristics of
the socio-economic crisis that was building up to o heod
last year in South Africa. Now we must ask why these gene-
ral trends erupted with such intensity in Durban and Natal?
No answer emerges from the purely economic sphere. The
following figures give the proportion of the work force earn-
ing under R10 per week in various urban areas in 1972 (i.e.
the percentage of workers earning less than half the Po-
verty Dotum Line!):

Pietermaritzburg
Cope Town

Durban Pinetown
Witwatersrand Central
West Rand
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Durban, for from paying unusually low woges, was paying
- by South African standards — typically low woges.

It is true that tronsport costs went up particularly sharply in
Durban shortly before the strikes. But that foct by no means
explains the intensity of the struggle in thot part of the
country. Indeed, anybody seeking to explain this phenome-
non solely by reference to economic foctors will miss the key
political element in the whole strike wave, which gowve it an
importance for greoter, and an impact much deeper. than
any purely economic struggle for better woges and condi-
tions. In reality, there have been 3 decisive political deve-
lopments common to the urbon areas os o whole in South
Africa, and odditional elements peculiar to Notal.

The Political Background

First has been the re-emergence since 1968 of the under-
ground apparatus of the ANC in gll the main cities. This
living proof of the indestructibility of the people’s movement
- despite all efforts of the enemy in 1963 64 and since — hos
played a vital role in reviving the militonce ond activity of
the Alrican ond other oppressed peoples. Second, the
upsurge of 'Blodk Consciousness’ whidch began in Durbon
and spread later, in recent years, manifested in o voriety of
forms of unity of all the oppressed, ond expressed in oction
by legal and semi-lega! struggle on o number of buring
issues of the day — this has enogbled wide numbers of Blodks
especially in the cities to re-discover their lotent power. i
this movement was most evident ond influential amongst
the more educoted and socially more advantaged elements
amongst the African people, it tock only the third foctor —
the magnificent mass strike of the Nomibion workers (Dec.

Black miner's living conditions

s
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72 to April '73) to remind the African working people of the
inherent strength of the working closs and the availability to
it of its woditional weapon — the strike.

The cumulative effect of these various politicol developments
brought the underlying economic crisis to boiling point in
the sphere of political action. It took the peculiar situction
of Natol to focus ond ignite these forces with concentrated
effect. What is peculiar to Natal is that it is intimotely con-
nected — by economic, ethnic and geogrophicol ties - to the
only Bontu 'homeland’ (Kwozulu) whose leaders., ond of
course Chiel Gotsha Buthelezi in particular., have consi-
stently endorsed most of the fundomental demands of the
African people - for freedom, equality, lond ond social
justice. The fact that these leoders hove sometimes failed
tc represent the interests of their people inosmuch as they
hove condemned the armed struggle ond endorsed the
exploitative role of foreign investment in South Africa, quali-
fies, but does not eliminate the deep significance of this
reality. Not since the doys when the beloved Chief Luthuli
was still oble to move around the country rallying the
oppressed and oddressing, on their behall, the rocist mino-
rity. hos any Alrican leader's utterances evoked so much
interest in the newspopers and amongst ordinary people as
Buthelezi's. (Whether Buthelezi, squeezed as he is by the
Government’s vice, will measure up to the stoture ond inte-
grity of the great ANC leader whom he so much admired,
remains to be seen).

The Luthuli Memeorial

Mention of Chief Luthuli in this context is doubly appro-
priote insofar as the major political event in Natal in 1972
was the unwveiling of the memorial tombstone to ‘Chief’ at
Groutville last August. It wos an event both solemn ond
exciting, by reason of the thousands who attended and
their open, proud demonstration of loyolty and dedication
not only to the memory and ideals of "Chief’, but also to the
African National Congress and oll that it stonds for. The
holding of such a large and effective demonstration (for
such it wos) only o few months earlier, both reflected and
helped to develop the growing militance of the people in
that part of the country, and was an important element in
the badkground to the strikes.

For Zulus, perhaps more than for ony other section of the
Africon people, the Bantuston game hos been a particularly
bitter and fruitless one to ploy. The reserves of Natal are
smaller, more frogmented, less copoble of being potched
together into some territorial entity which even begins to
look plousible, The moin asset which, according to the Go-
vernment’s own weird logic, ought to fall into “their’ so-called
‘homeland’, namely the coast-line of Zululond and the har-
bour ot Richards Bay, was finally and blatontly denied them
when the Gowvernment announced its intentions for the
‘consolidotion” of Kwozulu towords the end of lost yeor.
If Zulus formed the majority of those African workers who
took strike action, (os Press reports tended to suggest) it
owed nothing to any tribal peculiarity that racists or igno-
rant dutsiders might imogine to exist, but o greot deal to
their particularly humiliating experience of the froudulence
of the Bantuston policy, and their success in compelling
their leaders to stond up for them, to voice the urge of oll
Black people for unity, and to denounce the insufferable
actions of the Nationalist Government.

This inter-connection of the political struggle in one sphere
and subsequent strike oction in the apparently ecanomic
sphere, serves to remind us how, under the apartheid system,
there can be no non-political struggle of workers, no
narrowly economic demands and oction The political system
of repression, oand the administrative controls over the Alri-
can people which weigh so heavily upon them, serve directly,
and are the essentiol condition for the very existence of the
checp labour, migratory labour system which is so profitable
to copitalists both domestic and foreign. The system is so
rigid. so complete, that a challenge to any part of it rapidly
turns into a cholienge to the whole. Both the people. and
the Government, recognise this. This is why the regime fears
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so deeply the power of the block working class, which, more
than ony other closs, con hit simultaneously at the political
super-structure and its productive, economic base when it
swings into action. From this fear and recognition of the
vanguord role of the bladk working closs in the struggle for
national liberation stems the government's policy of literally
un-settling the urban workers. This is why the ANC's slogan
in the fifties was ond still is: ""Your Congress card and your
trade union cord are your spear and shield!”

Migratory Labour

In o sense, this is nﬂthing new. Successive South African
governments have long denied permanence and security to
the African worker in the towns — as o fundomentol tenet
of policy. What is new is (a) the extent to which this policy is.
os we have olready seen, being undermined by the growing
importance of the Africon worker in industry: and following
from this, (b) the frantic efforts of the racists to remedy this
situation by o variety of extreme and brutal “solutions’
Space allows us only to list the main ones:
® The resettlement of millions of surplus Africans in barren
ports of the "homelands’; _
® The refinement of labour controls in order to turn more
and more Alfrican workers into migrants ( a recent study
~ shows thot ot leost one in four, and more likely one in three
African workers is o migrant, perpetually on the move);
® The promotion of tribalism in the urban oreas, and the
fostering of ethnic rivalnes and hostilities.
All this must be seen as part of the Government's war on the
solidarity and class consciousness of the Africon workers,
and its war against the growing unity of all Blacks in the
common struggle for freedom. This is the situation that gives
the strike action of African workers such profound political
significance.
Finally, it may be noted thot the growing numbers of African
workers in skilled ond semi-skilled jobs is making it increas-
ingly difficult for the outhorities to react to strikes in theis
traditional woy — by deporting the strikers and replocing
them from the pool of unskilled migrants. This new--limita-
tion upon the government's choice of repressive weapons
was amply demonstroted in the ensuing action.

PART Il
Lessons of the Strikes
for the Liberation
Movement

(1) The strikes proved that mass illegal action short of
armed struggle is not only possible, but effective — despite
the might of the enemy. The Financial Mail said, "It is clear
thot the law prohibiting African strikes is o dead letter.”
(23. 3. 1973). That it is o dead letter is not becouse the go-
vernment, the employers and the police are any less keen
than they were to suppress the blodk workers’ movement,
and stop it toking oction, but because they have been shown
to be unable to enforce the law if and when large numbers
of workers defy it resolutely and simultaneously. This inge-
nious demonstration of the power of the masses and the
limitations of the enemy does far more to explain the appo-
rent mildness of the police reaction than any nonsense
about police "restraint”. This is o lesson thot the liberation
movement must learn from the masses, and apply in its
tactics of combining armed struggle and other forms of mass
struggle.

(2) The strikes, mostly, though not entirely lacking in ovest
organisation, demonstrate the strengths and limitations of
spontaenity. The strikers in general presented no head to cut
off, no leoders to ban, no spokesmen to be victimised. This
mode reprisals more difficult, and contributed to the
aoppearance of the so-called police "restraint”. But the ladk
of organisation made the strikes impossible to sustain for
long periods. Few lasted for more than ten doys; some
losted only o few hours. This underlines the need for more
organisation in the factories - for open trode unions and
an occeleroted reconstruction of SACTU,

(3) The strike weapon as o method of struggle has been
shown to be immensely effective in bringing the economy to
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a hait, and mobilising tens of thousands of our people. Yet
by itself it lacks the potentiality of either smashing the state
machine, or defending the people from the brutality of the
enemy. This serves to remind us that the emphasis which the
ANC since 1961 has placed on armed struggle os the deci-
sive form of struggle, hos been obsolutely correct. Strikes
will be a vital, indeed aon essential weapon in the hands of
the masses in future confrontations, but they will never be
sufficient to effect the final break-through and transfer of
state power. This must be asserted clearly in opposition to
those who, for whatever reason, offer the success of the
strike movement as evidence for the “irrelevance” of the
armed struggle, or who pose the strike weapon as an alter-
native to armed struggle.

(4) Finolly we must ask: What, concretely, did the strikes
achieve? First, in the purely economic sphere. According to
the Financial Gazette (13. 4. 1973), that putrid organ of Afri-
kaner big caopital, the 2.7 million blacks in industry, mining,
commerce and public employment will earn R400 million
more this year than before. The great majority of strikers
won increases of from five to fifty per cent, and many thou-
sands of black workers won increases without having to
strike at all. These gains must be set against the sub-human
starting point of pre-strike woge levels. Hundreds of thou-
sands of African workers, especially on white farms and in
domestic service, are still below the poverty datum line, ond
for most, the continuing spiral of inflation is fast wiping out
their gains, if it has not already done se.

Warse, employers are using the pretext of rising labour costs
to maoke large retrenchments. For example, Dr. Etienne
Rousseau, Sasel’s chairmon, has been quoted as saying that
most of the companies of which he is o director are adopt-
ing a policy of cutting labour. The Financial Gazette
v13. 4. 1973) gave the following shocking, but not untypical
case:—

“"One Reef company, faced with heavy demands by its small
Bladk labour force of 12, told the workers they had o choice:
no rise and all would keep their jobs, or the rise they asked,
ond six would be sacked. They chose the rise. And half were
dismissed.”

Already by the middle of May, 11 per cent of the total bladk
labour force at Hammarsdale had been sacked. These were
all workers in the textile foctories which comprise the main,
if not the sole source of employment in this industrial town-
ship near Durban. One report (8) suggests that there may
even be an informal arrangement amongst the employers
whereby 20", pay increases will be balanced by 20", dis-
missals.

(5) On the broader issue of workers' rights and conditions,
the strikes have given powerful impetus to o long-standing
demand of African workers — the right to have legally
recognised trode unions. Far-sighted employers and white
trade unionists are badking this demand in growing num-
bers, both interest groups sharing the aim of controlling
and thereby emasculating o powerful force which they fear
will overwhelm them if not channelled well in advance. The
government has set its foce utterly against African trade
unions, ond shows no sign of budging from what is still one
of its most fundamental policies. But it has made a small
concession of sorts, within its own terms, to the principle of
African worker’ participation in negotiations.

Droft amendments to the Bantu Labour (Settlement of Dis
putes) Act, published early in April, included provisions for
Africans to ottend Industrial Council meetings. In the past
Africans hove been “represented” ot such meetings by
white officials of the Department of Labour. Admittedly, in
future, those attending will be appointed by the Minister of
Lobour. But this does represent a slight retreat from previous
intransigence. In addition, the statutory works committees
(o piece of machinery which African workers have scorned
to use hitherto) will be enlorged to allow o maximum of
twenty workers to toke port, compared with five previoushy;
such workers will be elected. And ligison committees, with
halt the members appointed by the employers and half by
black workers, will olso be allowed. Whether the latter ovail
themselves of these new structures (still at the “proposal”
stage) will be a toctical issue that the future will decide,

Postscript

Maost of the above wos written some weeks ago. Since then.
further consequences of the strike wave have aoppeared
Probobly the most important stems from the way in which the
strikes buried the long-standing law against the use of strike
action by African workers. This victory has been partially.
grudgingly but unmistakably conceded by the Government.
Part of its new labour code is to permit the possibility of
strike action by Africans in certain spheres of employment
- not including mines, farms and essential services. Now,
in manufacturing industry in porticular, strikes by Africans
will not be automatically illegal - though the Minister of
Labour reserves the right to declare them so in specific in
stances. This is a far cry from the right to strike which the
press hos chorussed about so glibly. But it does represent, in
South Africa’s racist and anti-labour climate, a great victory
for the African peocple.

Meanwhile, in Britain, the strike wave hos triggered off a
greot deal of soul-searching eobout the morality of British
investment in South Africa. This and all other foreign invest
ment had long been under fire by the ANC and its allies
in the anti-apartheid movement and other sclidarity move-
ments. But it took the direct challenge of the workers them
selves to the cheap labour system to jolt liberal consciences
into realising the scandalous expleitation of the Bladck wo:-
kers in South Africa, and to force foreign capital on to the
detensive for the first time ever in the long history of impe
rialism’s role in our country. This is an important new deve
lopment in the world-wide onti-apartheid struggle.
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The African Mational Congress is pleased
to announce that it has been given an
hour each daoy to broadcost to South
Africa on the External Service of Radio
Zambia, Lusako.

The stotion broodcaosts daily, from 21.30
te 22.30 hours South African time (20.30
to 21.30 European Standard time) on the
31 ond 60 meter bands.

The progrommes are in english and one
other African longuoge. Some pro-

grammes are also translated into Afr
koans.

We have been informed that a listener in
Sweden haos picked up one broodcast by
chance. We hope thot others who get to
hear our broadcasts will let us have thei:
comments.

Early reports from South Africo indicote
that the news that the ANC is on the air
every day of the week is spreoding among
the people in the townships.
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SOUTHERN AFRICA IN STRUGGLE

3 _

Oliver Tambe - Acting President General of the ANC

Speech by Oliver Tambo, Acting President-General of
the African National Congress of South Africa, delive-
red at o meeting held in London to commemorate
June 26, South Africa Freedom Day and to condemn
the 600-year alliance between Britain and Portugal

We meet in the woke of great international gatherings con-
cerned with the building of o future of peoce, progress ond
friendship among the peoples comprising the world commu-
nity. Within the course of the last two months, there has
token ploce the historic Oslo Conference (See last issue of
Sechaba -Ed) concerned with world support for the notional
liberation struggle against colonialism and apartheid in
Africo, the 10th Summit of the Organisation of African Unity,
a new and growing force for progressive change in the
world: and more recently, the epoch-making International
Trade Union Conference on Apartheid, held in Geneva, (o
report of which is published elsewhere in this issue — Ed)
which brought into the united struggle ogainst injustice the
organised might of the working peoples of the world.

These greot meetings are part of a trend which is increa-
singly focusing the international conflict between oppressed
and oppressor on the situation in Southern Africa and Gui-
nea Bissau. This region of the world, this part of Africa is
assuming new dimensions as the battleground in the bitter
struggle between justice and injustice. This is firstly because
of the new dynamism and movement which marks the pre-
sent stoge of liberation struggles in Africa, and secondly,
becouse of the escolotion of internotional concern at the
persistence in Africo of the twin evils of colonialism and
white minority rule.

In South Africa, the long stolemaote since Rivonia is unde-
niably over. Everywhere in Southern Africa our struggles ara
gathering o new momentum and our peoples are striking
out in severol directions against the apartheid and colonia-
list regimes. There is no peoce anywhere for the enemy. They
live in o state of apprehension, doubt and fear. They no
longer strut obout with arrogant confidence in the perma-
nence of their power. Insteoad, they are now frantically direct-
ing their energies into repairing the floodgotes which mena-
cingly threaten to burst open in revolution throughout the
Southern African region. They are a minority subjected to
increasing isolation by the formidable and growing world
progressive forces supporting the couse of liberation and
independence. Their diminishing circle of friends consists
of a small coterie of western governments with their big
international corporations who hove so for succeeded in
maintaining the yoke of Portuguese colonialism and racist
minority rule on the people of Africa.

June 26: South African Freedom Day

This meeting has been called to commemorate two signifi-
cant events in the history of the peoples of Great Britain,
Portugal and Africa.
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On 26 June 1950 the opponents of colonialism and racism
in South Africo rose in united oction ogainst o regime instal-
ied in their country by British governments claiming to act
on the authority of the British people. We lay at the door of
successive British governments the responsibility for the per-
petration of racist crimes against the peoples of Namibia,
Zimbobwe ond South Africa. :

26 June haos become a rallying coll for determined struggle
until freedom is won — freedom from all the cruel conse-
quences of British colonial and current policy, and from the
noked inhumanity of opartheid rule. When that day comes,
there will olso have come, for Africa, the end of colonialism
gnd white minority rule, and o new relationship will have
been struck between the British people and the African
people.

In June 1373, the governments of England and Portugal
entered into an alliance for the pursuit of o common cause.
Nothing illustrotes the enduring charocter of this allionce
more truly thon the 500 odd yeors of Portugese domination
of the peoples of Guinea Bissau, Angola and Mozambicue,
and the 300 odd years ol white domination of the peoples
of South Africa, Zimbobwe and Namibia.

The olliance persists. The determination of Portugaol to meet
the demands of the African people with military force, has
its counterpart in the determination of the British govern-
ment to feed economic strength to the Vorster regime,
thereby enabling the lotter te meet the demands of the
people of South Africe and Naomibia with force.

In the light of this record alene, Britain's intimate ond oppo-
rently irrevocable commitment to colonialist, racist and ille-
gal regimes, which have as much contempt for change as
they have for human life, is impossible to explain in terms
of o residual concept that continues to see the Airicon os
being basically on object of European dominotion ond
exploitation who must be forcibly subjugoted ond then
exploited.

Vietnam

But in the profound changes charocterising the alignment
of forces todoy there is an important lesson for all those
involved in shoping the destiny of mankind. The resounding
victories of the peoples of Indochina have buried for all
time the myth, so assiduously cultivoted by imperialism, that
superior military power is a decisive force in the making of
history even when confronted by o determined people fight-
ing for a just cause. Vietnam has demonstrated that the old
imperialist policy of force can no longer ensure continued
enslavement of peoples. The world forces fighting for natio-
nol liberation, independence ond ogainst exploitation of
man by mon have proved their supremacy in the field of
armed conflict. This has set in motion the great changes in
the 'world scene which further confirm the inevitability of
defeat for the forces of reaction.

Special significonce was given to South Africon Freedom
Day when, in 1955, the South African liberation movement
held o mass conference in Johannesburg to adopt what
came to be known as the Freedom Charter — the first major
programmaotic stotement of oims ond policies which hkas
since guided the African National Congress and its allies in
their united struggle for the liberation of the African and
other oppressed people, and the construction of a new and
free Sﬂuﬂg Africa for all the people who live in it.

In the course of this long struggle, we have come to know
that our enemy resides not only in South Africa, but also in
London,. in Paris, in Washington and elsewhere; that our
right to self-determination and independence, no less than
that of our brothers elsewhere in Africa, is usurped not me-
rely by the small white minority class whe held the reins of
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sower over us, but also by the powerful boards of company
directors based in the capitals of certoin western countries,
who, encouraged and protected by their respective govern-
ments, have manoaged to foster and serve a particularly bru.
tal form of colonialism in our country.

Southern Africa: The Focus of the Conflict

| have suggested that Southern Africa is becoming the new
battleground in the conflict between the oppressed ond the
oppressor, and thot oll our enemies ore joined together in
an international colonialist conspiracy whose aim is to main-
toin the status quo in our region. For this reason olone, we
of the liberation movements are objectively required to re-
cognise the mutual inter-dependence of our struggles in
South Africa. Namibia, Mozambique, Zimbobwe, Angola.
Guinea Bissou and other parts of Africa. This mutual inter-
dependence equolly derives from our historic responsibilities
to complete, in collaboration with independent Alfrica and
our friends in the world, the liberation of the African conti-
nent. The OAU Summit recognised this responsibility when it
stated, in its Solemn Declaration of Policy:

“The struggle to eradicate the last vestiges of colonialism
and racism — those scourges which are a constant threat
. to world peace and security — this is the greatest contri-
bution by the peoples of Africa to the efforts being made
by the peoples of the world to establish justice, freedom

and peace.” :

The OAU went on to declare its “conviction that for this
struggle to be effective, the liberation movements [of Sou-
thern Africa) must present a united front against the com-
mon enemy .

The spread of the struggle as simultaneous actions erupt in
different ports of the region serves to generote pressures for
increased operational unity between the liberation move-
ments. Every action in one part of Southern Africa creates
o new consciousness among the people in other parts of the
region. The sense of unity deepens as it finds expression
in joint struggle against the common enemy for the common
couse. The objective necessity for united struggle compel:
coordingtion of octivities: and mutual support in various
forms. All our movements hold to the strotegic perspective
of armed struggle ond this in itself is o strong force which
unites all of us.

For these reasons | welcome this opportunity to share the
platform with my brother Marceline dos Santos of FRELIMOD,
ond to reaffirm our fundamental unity of purpose and our
common determingtion to meet our responsibilities to ou-
peoples, to Africa and to the couse of world freedom and
justice,

In asserting our unity and cur common couse we do not of
course ignore the diversities and historical and other factors
peculior to our respective countries, which not only deter-
mine the conditions and toctics of struggle, but also in-
fluence the pace of progress in eadh sector of conflict. One
of the peculiar features of the South African situation is the
odvanced level of production relations in an economy which
is port colonialist in character. This has inevitably given con-
siderable impertance to industrial oction in the struggle for
national liberotion.

But the essence of our position is that whatever the dispari-
ties in our objective conditions, all our peoples ond move-
ments throughout the region must as a matter of policy con-
front the common enemy in continuous struggle everywhere
Unless the enemy is so engaged. he will succeed in concen.
trating his forces to liquidote our national liberation move-
ments one by one. Hence, if our movements are to counter



ond destroy the strategic policy of opartheid South Africa,
which construes Southern Africa as a military unit and whose
defence line is the frontier zone stretching along the Zam-
besi to the Indian Ocean, then we must give battle every-
where, undertoke struggles of many forms and force the
Southern Africa regimes to disperse and so weaken their
ability to rule over our peoples. The need to do this is recog-
nised by all our liberation movements and they do no
accept the notion that the liberation of Southern Africa is
only feasible through o piecemeal process of step-by-step
advance from the north to the south,

The South African 5truggle

The march to the summits of political and economic powes
in South Africa is no easy walk, as Nelson Mandela so aptly
observed. The arrest of ANC leaders in Rivonia on 11 July
1963 was the signal for o decade of the most violent and the
most intense repression known in the history of the naotional
liberation struggle in South Africa. And yet it was precisely
during this offensive thot our people continued in struggle
ond foced up to savage torture and tyranny. In the historic
armed clashes of 1967 and 1968 large quantities of arms,
ammunition and military equipment of various types were
coptured from Rhodesian and South African troops and in
the fullness of time will adorn Africa’s museums as o monu-
ment to the supreme couse for which the people of Soutn
Africa and Zimbabwe fought together. To be sure, we have
sustoined severe setbacks in this period. But what is impor-
tant is that the ANC fought back and the masses never lost
heart.

For ten long years, year after year, trial has followed trial as
our militants were coptured by the enemy, tortured viciously
and then dragged to jail via the farcical formality of court
judgements. Today, only three weeks before the 10th anni-
versary of the Rivonio orrests of our leaders, six avowed
enemies of the criminal and wholly inhumon system known
os apartheid have been sentenced to terms of imprisonment
of up to 15 years. (See Report elsewhere in this issue — Ed.)

A South African judge, himself a hopeless captive of the
same system, and guided sclely by laws whose basis is
itself criminal and inhuman, has found the Pretoria Six
guilty of the so-called crime of going to Africa and Europe
to study ond acquire knowledge not available to Afncans in
South Africa, guilty also of another so-colled crime of
attempting to bring about an end to a crime against huma-
nity and secure the emancipation of the people of South
Africa from the racism which enslaves the Whites no less
than the Bladks. This trial, like all its predecessors, was no
more than an exercise in wanton persecution. The only
oppropriate reaction to this type of kidnapping of owr
people is for the world to demand the release of Theophilus
Cholo and his five colleagues forthwith, as well as the
release of all other men and women of our country who have
been coptured in this manner. For its part, the ANC notes
this latest kidnopping oct, and warns the South African
regime that the act will not deter our people in any way.
The fascist violence of the 60's has only helped to assert the
invincibility of the liberation forces and the absolute cer-
tointy of ultimate victory for the oppressed. They have now
recaptured the initiative and the struggle moves to the offen-
sive,

The recent workers' strikes in South Africa are not an acci-
dent of time, they are an organic part of a process. They
reflect a stage in the progress of the struggle. Ten years ogo,
the fascist regime would have opened fire on the strikers.
Today to do so would be playing with fire. In desperation the
South African regime might yet do so. But that will not be
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This cortoon by Troce Noel, is token from the excellent handbook
Target: development oction — produced by the Americon FFH
Foundotion

the end of the struggle. It is much more likely to be the be-
ginning of the end of apartheid rule.

The strikes occured in the context of militont political octi-
vity directed ogainst the white supremacist structure in South
Afvica, ond embrocing nmot only the workers, but also th
peasants, the middle stroto, the dhurches ond the youth and
students. The oggressive mood of the masses manifested
itself in the resuscitation of the powerful South African Con-
gress of Trade Unions (SACTU), the Notaol Indion Congress,
the establishment of the Coloured Labour Party, the Bloc.
Peoples” Convention and SASO (the South African Students
Organisation). For the first time in the long history of opart-
heid repression, students in the white English-speaking uni-
versities became the victims of brutal police attacks in the
course of aoctions token in support of demonds ogoinst dis-
criminatory educational policies and opartheid generally.
It is common knowledge thot the Bantustan plan imposed
on our people for the perpetuction of white supremacy in
South Africa ond lotely in MNamibia, is meeting vigorous
opposition from the overwhelming majority of the African
people. It is focing mounting opposition from the masses
who are being herded into the congested reserves and who
demand political power and land with growing impatience.

The African National Congress rejects the partition of ous
country, the fragmentation of our people into tribal groups,
ond will recognise no “temitorial boundaries” within the
country presently known as the Republic of South Africo,
The ANC rejects the right of o self-appointed white minority
to claim 87"+ of our country as its “homeland” and desig-
note o tottered potchwork of barren lond comprising a ludi-
crous 13", of South African temitory as “homelands” for the
Africon people. South Africo belongs to all the people of
South Africa as their common homeland. The resources of
the country are the common wealth of all its people.

The chollenge thaot foces the liberation movement in South
Africa is to golvanise the people into o more united force
and lead them intc more effective forms of struggle for
power ond for freedom. We hove no doubt that we shall
meet this chollenge. On this onniversary of South Africon
Freedom Doy, ond os ow contribution to the general
struggle ogainst colonialism ond imperialism, we pledge
ourselves and our people 1o fulfil this lofty task.
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Some Urgent International Issues

The new sense of movement in the South African situation
which | have attempted to describe is motched by a sharpen-
ing of the international alignment between those who wish
to muintain the South African status quo and those who
are our friends. This ot least wos made clear in the Inter-
national Cenference on Colonialism and Aprtheid convened
by the United Nations in Oslo recently, The Conference was
an important event; its proposals have been transmitted to
the UN Secretory General and will be discussed at the
28th Session of the UN General Assembly later this year.
These proposals are certain to form the basis of a new UN
programme of concerted international action to eradicate
colonialism and apartheid. The conference was ottended by
participants from over 50 states, the Southern African libe-
ration movements, the Organisation of African Unity, from
specialised UN organs and by specially invited experts. It
was undeniably the most authoritative conference ever held
on the Southern African question. | commend the proposals
of the Oslo conference to you because | believe they repre-
sent a real turning point for international policy on this
question. They deal not only with the legitimacy of national
liberation struggle against Portuguese colonialism and
opartheid, but also with the necessity to support that
struggle both materially and by the mobilisation of national
and international pressures against those countries and go-
vernments which support their regimes. Significantly, neither
Britain, France nor the USA attended the conference.

However, it is to the current debate in Britain and elsewhere
about the poverty levels of African wages and the role of

foreign capital investment in South Africa’s apartheid eco-.

nomy that | would like to devote some attention here. This
debate, now the subject of an investigation by a committee
of the House of Commons and which has elicited stotements
from the British and the American governments, is long
overdue if only because it concerns what | see as the heart
of the economics of South African colonialism.

The ANC has long called for the ending of all foreign capi-
tal investment in South Africa. This call arose from our ana-
lysis and unders-tnnafng of the nature of the South African
economic system.We see the economy as essentially struc-
tured by a ceolonial-type relationship between the white
minority and foreign capital interests on the one hand, and
the African people on the other.

South Africa is an attractive centre for profitable foreign in-
vestment, precisely because migrant cheap labour in abun-
dance is organised and made easily available to business
by the regime as a conscious act of policy. We know that
British companies operating in South Africa are not motiva-
ted by any desire to bring employment to the African people
or to improve the economic condition of African workers.
They are moved largely by considerations of profit, their
share of the market and the sources of the raw material
supplies they require, South Africa provides British capital
with a higher rate of returns on investment than the rote
earned either in Britain itself or anywhere else. where British
capital investment has token place. Thus, those who argue
that increased foreign investment in South Africa could be-
come an engine for the reform of the apartheid labour
system are not addressing themselves to the central issue
in the South African situation. If they are, their clear inten-
tion is to protect South Africa for continued exploitation by
British capital in collaboration with apartheid. The fact is
thot:

“The conditions under which the Africans live today as
outcasts in the land of their birth are the direct result of
the pyramidal structure of copitalist exploitation, which
step by step, with diabelical ingenuity, has evolved with
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one purpose — to enslave the African peoples of South
Africo for easy exploitation.”

It is in this context that we should question the prevailing
view that British companies could and should prove to be
“good employers' and ottempt to increase wage levels to
what is called the Poverty Datum Line or the Effective Mini-
mum Level. This indeed appears te be the line of the enquiry
taken by the House of Commons Select Committee. And
several of the suddenly conscience-stricken companies
whose exploitative polices have been exposed by the strikes
in South Africa and reports in the British press olso appeor
eager to increase wages to within the range of the notio-
nal PDL.

What is the Poverty Datum Line? It is in foct no more than
the theoretical minimum income regarded as necessary for
an African worker and his family to avoid death through
starvation. It is to this minimum level which British companies
are now being urged to increase wages. The PDL and other
similar concepts to stondardise wage rates should be seen
for what they are. They are derived from the concept thot
African wages should not move cutside the minimum Jeve!
necessary for the worker to reproduce his labour and to
survive — a concept which ruled in nineteenth century Eng-
land before the rise of trade unions. As Basil Davidson wrots
in 1962:

“Nowhere in the world today, perhaps, does there exist
a greater contrast between reputation and reality than
between the towering legend of the white man’s civiliso-
. tion and the grim truth of it for the African worker. But
nowhere in the world, no less, does there survive o greo-
ter contrast between master and servant than survives
between the mining company and the African miner.”

Concluding Remarks

In concluding my remarks, | must express my warmest
thanks to the Anti-Apartheid Movement and the Committee
for Freedom in Mozambique, Angola and Guinea for having
organised this meeting and brought my brother Marcelino
dos Santos and myself together on this platform to convey
to you our determination to persist in struggle until our final
victory, and to thank you for your support for our couse. The
Anti-Apartheid Movement has worked well to build up o
strong movement of solidarity among the British people.
Through this work we of Southern Africa have won impor-
tant allies and friends in Britain. We consider the future
direction of British policy to be of considerable importance
to our people and our struggle and | therefore trust that the
dynamic Anti-Apartheid Movement will continue its greot
work in this country and decisively influence the policy of
Britain in favour of our cause.

We approach the problems of revolution and struggle in our
country with both optimism and realism. We do not under-
estimate the power of our enemies. At the same time we will
never be mesmerised by them nor will we cringe before their
strength. On the contrary, we face the colonial and apart-
heid structures on our continent with the firm conviction,
reinforced by history, thot, armed with a just cause, flanked
and backed by the ever-rising might of the world forces for
freedom, peace and justice, nothing but victory shall be the
reward for our endeavours. We know that this glorious end
will not come without prolenged and bitter opposition by
the few who thrive on the misery of the many. But the course
of history is unalterable. The victorious end is o matter of
determined and united effort. The year 1973 has ushered in
a vigorous and determined movement in pursuit of victory.
In this historical context, the strugle continues.



OBITUARY

Women'’s Leader
and
Freedom Fighter

MARY
NGALD

On Friday, March 16, 1973 Mrs,
Mary Margaret Ngaolo died sud-
denly in Cairo, Egypt. Her death
marks another of those sad losses
which the African National Congress
of South Africa has suffered.

Mary Margoret Ngale (nee Ploaot-
jie) is the daughter of the late Tem
and Leah Plaoatjie. She was born in
Cradodk where she met and marriad
Zenzile Ngalo. Her mother, Leah
Plaatjie, still lives in Cradock, South
Africa.

Mary Ngalo entered politics at un
early age. She took part in the acti-
vities of the ANC Youth League. She
is the niece of the Reverend Canon
James A. Calota, of the Anglicn
Church of the Province of Sc h
Africa in Cradock. Canon Cal: o
was himself a Secretary-General of
the ANC for many years. He rel a-
quished that post in 1948 wh n
younger leaders from the youth wi g
of the ANC tock over. Some of the se
leaders such as Walter Sisulu w o
became the new Secretary-General
gained the undivided support of the
youth. Others such as Melson Man-
dela are o household word in the
ranks of the South African struggle.
Mary Ngale joined the ANC Woeo-
men's League at an early age. She
soon found herself a leader of the
women in the Crodock orea where

she was elected Branch Secretary of
the ANC Women's League. She
held that post until she escaped
from South Africa with her three
children in 1941,

In South Africa, Mary took an active
part in the affairs of women. She
organised other women to join the
Federation of South African Women,
a non-racial bedy which united
women from all walks of life irre-
spective of political belief or affilia-
tion to struggle agoinst the apart-
heid system. She ottended the 1961
Conference of the Federation of
south African Women which was the
last such Conference held by the
Federation in S.A. in Port Elizabeth.

Mary MNgale had been arrested
in 1957 in the Beerhall Boycott
which the ANC Women's League
hod launched. She and her eldest
son who was just a little baby then,
spent one month in jail. During the
State of Emergency in 1960 she elu-
ded the police and went inte hid-
ing in Port Elizabeth.

Her husband, Zenzile MNgalo and
other ANC militants from Cradock
such as the late Eric Vara, Lennon
Melane, The Reverend Canon J. A.
Calata were all imprisoned in Port
Elizabeth in the 1960 State of Emer-
gency.

Many freedom-fighters were instruc-
ted by the ANC to leave South
Africa in order to acquire skills
needed in the new phase of con-
frontation with the White racist
regime.

When the Emergency ended and the
ANC went underground in 1960,
Zenzile Ngale and other ANC mili-
tonts escaped from 5.A. to prepare
for the next stage of the struggle.
Mary Ngalo was persecuted by the
secret police of the Verwoerd re-
gime until she too had to leave her
motherland to join her husband.
Her escape was made more diffi-
cult by the fact that she had to take
her three children with her.

Aflter her arrival in Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania where her husband was
one of the ANC officials, she again
resumed her political activities. She
and other women formed the Wo-
men's Section of the ANC in Tanza-
nia. She was elected Secretary.

In Egypt she was appointed to the
Women's Bureau of the Afro-Asian
Peoples Solidarity Organisation and
played an active part. She attended
the 5th Conference of AAPSO in
Cairo, lanuary 1972 and the 10th
anniversary of the All Africa Wo-
men's Conference held in Dar es
Saloaam, Tanzania in July 1972, This
was her lost porticipation in a mo-

jor event in the women's struggle
for a better world; a world free of
discrimination against women; free
of apartheid and racism; free of
colonialism, imperialism and all
forms of oppression.

In Cairo Mary was carried to her
last resting place on Sunday,
March 18, 1973. Among the promi-
nent people who paid homage to
Mary were Comrade Edward Ndlovu,
Secretary-General of ZAPU, who
spoke on behalf of all the liberation
movements in Cairo. Miss Bahia Ka-
ram, Secretary of the AAPSO Wo-
men's Bureau, also paid tribute to
Mary.

On behalf of the African section of
the diplomatic corps in Egypt spoke
H. E. Mr. Matiya Ngalande (Zam-
bian Ambassador to Egypt). The
Egyptian Government and foreign
Ministry were also well-represented.
Many Egyptian public erganisations,
students and friends attended Ma-
ry's funeral to pay their last respects
to her memory. Florence Mophosho
represented the ANC Women's Sec-
tion and the ANC Headquarters.
She made o fine address at the fu-
neral in which she recalled the de-
dicoted service thot Mary rendered
to the Women's contingent in the
struggle.

A tomb stone will be erected on
Mary Ngalo's grave, It is painful to
bid her farewell. She was a wonder-
ful mother, a dedicated and staunch
ANC member who spared no effort
to make her contribution to our
struggle. We salute her with the re-
solve that the fascist Government of
South Africa, which causes the
death of many South African pao-
triots inside our motherland and
abrood, will be overthrown by our
people one day. All revolutionaries
who want to poy homage te Mary
must redouble their efforts to inten-
sify the struggle to liberate South
Africa from White domination.

By her fine example and sacrifice,
the name of Mary Maragret Ngale
will be enshrined in the Golden
Book of Honour of all martyrs and
patriots who have died to liberate
South Africa.

In the words of the revolutionary
song: |GAMA LAMA KHOSIKAZI
MALI BONGWE." we say HAMBA
KAHLE, MARY.

EDITORS NOTE

This obituary was not published ear-
lier as news of Mary's deoth had
first to be conveyed to her family at
home.




The Congress of World Peace Forces
will be held in Moscow in October. The
International Consultative Meeting
which met in March to discuss prepo-
rations for the World Congress stoted :

rs[AI:[
EVERYONES
GONGERN

The World Congress will be both an
expression of the powerful movement
which today is owakening the peoples
and is bringing them together and at
the same time, will be a starting point
for a new and more powerful upsurge
in the loce of the grove dangers which
continue to threaten pe-ce in the
world.

Genuine successes have already been
won by the peoace forces. The victory of
the heroic Vietnaomese people over im-
perialist oggression is also to the cre-
dit of the untiring efforts of the peoples
who dherish justice and peace. The
struggle for notional liberation and
economic independence is growing.
Certoin dangerous hotbeds of war have
been eliminated. A number of states
with different social systems have come
to proctice peoceful co-existence.

However, are these positive develope-
ments odequaote for securing o lasting

paace?

Mo, the danger of conflict persists, as
well os hotbeds of war, particularly in
the Middle East, where the Isroeli occu-
pation of Arab territories continues in

violation of UN resolutions; the final
settlement on the basis of the Paris
Agreement has not yet been reached
in Indochino, and the armaments race
continues, while the consequences of
colonialism, racial discrimination and
neo-colonialism remain a sod reality.

For this reason, the paorticipants were
in favour of convening on the broadest
and most representative basis o
WORLD CONGRESS OF PEACE FOR-
CES for International Security and Dis-
armament, MNational Independence,
Co-operation and Peoce, in Moscow,
October 2-7th, 1973,

Te adhieve its aims, the World Con-
gress of Peace Forces will be open to
all political, religious and social move-
ments (especially trade-unions, co-
operatives and workers’ and peasants’
movements) to all national, internatic-
nal, inter-governmental and non-go-
vernmental erganisations, to local com-
munity groups and to individuals enga-
ged in political action or tHe develop-
ment of science, culture and econo-
mics toward o peaceful future for the
world.

Pleagse stote whether you wont those
on which is printed: “lsswed by the
African National Congress (Soutt
Africa)” or those left blank.

Design 1: is a picture of a sculpture of
o Black miner's widow. The artist made
it to commemorote the disaoster ot the
Coalbrook Colliery, Clydesdale, South
Africa, in 1960 when 435 miners were
killed, 429 of them Africons. White mi-
ners widows got pensions for life: ond
Black widows got only o lump sum,
worth obout 3 years’ woges, then -
nothing.

Design 2: Black Mothers

Design 3: Worker

Design 4: Miners’ Strike. An ortist's
impression of the greaot Block miners
strike of 1946.

Design 5: (right) The Last of Cato
Manor. Coto Manor wos the oreo
where Africon ond Indion workers in
Durban lived until Januvary 1960 when
the government declared it to be for
“"whites” only. Thus 100,000 Africons
and 26,000 Indians were forced to quit
their homes. No aolternotive occommo-
dation was provided for the people in-
volved.

ALL ARTWORK BY SOUTH AFRICAM
ARTISTS.

Obtoinable from:

The African National Congress

of South Africa,

49 Rothbone Street, London WI1A 4NL.

ANG GHRISTMAS GARDS

Laloam, Tonronio.
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