official organ of the african
national congress south africo

—— e BT T g o W -
IR - A SR ST

A N, e v, e 1,

R ORI, L P RO W
s SR s Rl
iy ' b ’ s L. Ll

o B L8 1
I AR - L S
LTHITS PR LR, — o1 ST —




R ————

THE MZIMELA TRIAL

Fana Cletus Miimela, a member of
Umkhonto we Sizwe the military wing
of the African Notional Congress wos
arrested in September last year ofter
he hod infiltroted the country in April
1971,

He wos o veteron of the Wankie
closhes in July=August 1967 ond was
arrested in Botswana when a group in
which he was operating inodvertently
crossed into this country from Rhode-
sia.

When he waos brought to tricl ot the
end of MNovember, Mzimela pleaded
guilty to two counts under the so-
colled Terrorism Act. Mzimelo admitted
that he was one of three groups which
operated in Zimbobwe in 1967.

His group had been chosen to go into
South Alfrico while the other groups
were to keep the enemy occupied in
the northern and southern paorts of the
country.

A troitor who deserted from his group
during the Zimbobwe operations, Leo-
nard Nkosi, gave evidence ogoinst him
at the triol. Nkosi admitted having de-
serted his comrades in the foce of
bottle and, having done so, returned
to South Africa and joined the South
African Police force.

In his evidence Nkosi soid: “About
midday on August 23, 1967, we come
out of the Wankie Game Reserve (in
Zimbabwe) . . .

"We had olready heard, the doy be-
fore, on our radio, that the Rhodesion
Security Forces were on our troil. The
news said thot sooner or loter the se-
curity forces would be on the ‘terro-
rists" and would shoot.

“"We prepared ourselves. We were in
o semi-circulor position focing the di-
rection we came from. We had three
machine guns - one on the right flank,
one on the left flonk and the third in
the middle.

In between there were other small
guns.
“At middoy while we were resting we
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heard guns going off in the direction
we came from,

“"We mode o skirmish line ond fired in
the direction of the security forces.
“After a while the security forces with-
drow, leoving bags ond guns. We took
food from their bags ond their guns.
We olso took two rodios which were
used to sending messages. We then
ran deeper into the bushes . . .

"We came to another place, stopped
and prepared ourselves again. The se-
curity forces followed us.

“In the lote afterncon we heard some
noise on the other side. Our comman-
der went to investigate. At that stoge
he had an FN rifle which we got from
the wor on the day before ond he wore
o security force beret. When he retur-
ned he was running. He soid thot the
Boers were on the other side.

“We mode o skirmish line ogoin ond
before we finished the guns were fir-
ing. After a while they withdrew. Many
guns were left behind by the retreot-
ing security forces. We corried whaot
we con ond hid others in o dongo
(ditch - Ed.).”

Nkosi added thot they then hid their
arms not far from o villoge and then
mingled with the people. It was here
that he decided to desert his com-
rodes.

Mzimela, in o statement to court said
that he had left the country to undergo
military training becouse he sow his
people oppressed and thought things
should be changed. Mzimelo smiled ot
his counsel ond some friends in the
public gollery when he was sentenced
te 15 yeors imprisonment.

x %k Xk %k %

SIX OTHERS ARRESTED

Six highly troined ANC guerrillas were
to hove londed on the Wild Coast of
the Tronskei earlier this yeor, but the
steamship in which they were trovelling
to South Africo broke down.
Subsequently four of them entered the
country through Swazilond.

This wos stoted by the Minister o
Police in o press stotement o few dav:
before six men. four Africans, ar
Australion and on Irishman wen
brought to triol chorged with belong
ing to the Africon National Congress
The men are: Theophilus Chele, Ju
stice Mpanza, Petrus Aaron Mtembu
Gardiner Sejako, John Williom Hosey
on lrish citizen and Alexondra Moum
baris. an Australion citizen.

The cose wos odjourned ofter the me|
were formally charged.

Meanwhile, the wife of one of th
occused, Mrs Marie Jose Moumbaris
who was also detained in solitary con
finement with her husbond and th
others and loter deported to Franc
os she is o Frendch citizen, in o stote
ment to the press made in Paris soi
that her middle-oged porents wer
unaware that she had been in priso
for four months. All their efforts to ge
some news of her through the Frenc
Embassy in South Africa proved fru:
less.

“"They knew | was going to South Afric
with my husbond. Then | just dis
oppeared. Although the French Em
bossy in South Africo is reported t
hove mode several inquiries from th
South African foreign office, the secu
rity police and the Minister of Police
no informotion wos given to then
until one week before | wos deported

“In all the time | was in prison | wo!
in complete isolation. | was giver
South African food. | could not eot it
os it is so different from Frendh cook:
ing. | lost weight. Although ot the
moment | am seven months pregnant
I must hove lost several kilograommes.’
In the four months she wos in prisor
she saw her husbond only twice.

She soid: | kept asking them tc
chorge me formally with o crime, bu
they never did. | sow absolutely nobod
from the outside and nobody from ths
French Embassy.

“One doy my cell door was openec
and | wos told that | would be expel
led. | sow my husbond for the secon:
ond last time ond o strong polict
escourt took me to the airport and pu
me on a Poris-bound plane.”
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Inhuman Conditions
in South Africa’s

Goldmines

by

The Honourable
Charles C. Diggs, Ir.
(Member of the United States
House of Representatives
and Chairman of its
Sub-Committee on Africa)

The following is from a statement by Congressman
Diggs before the Joint Committee of the Congress of
the United States on International Monetary Reform
on 11 September, 1972. He declared that the South
African gold-mining industry was based on a system
of exploitation and oppression and as such, should not
be encouraged.

When expeits come together to discuss gold, they tend to
theoiise to the point where we forget what we are tolking
about. There are some very urgent human issues involved in
gln-lr.lmining. Specifically, South Africa currently has o
virtual monopoly of the gold market. And the methods used
to force South Africon Blocks to go down the mines and dig
the metal out amount to o mere variation of the age-old
evil of slavery . . .

Many observers have commented on how ludicrous it is that

gold should be loboriously dug out of the bowels of the
earth in South Alrico, only to be buried again in the bowels
of Fort Knox. If we were not so cobsessed by the tribal
mythology of geold, this ritual would be seen for what it is.
But it is very for from o joke. For the people who mine gold,
it is one of the cruellest ond most unjust systems of
exploitation known to man at the present time. And our
support for the industry, which is crucial to the economy
and therefore lies ot the heart of the opartheid system,
conflicts with the expressed opposition to thaot system of
the United Stotes Government.

Cheap Labour

So let us look ot the noture of this system. It is often argued
that without the enormous supplies of cheop labour -
lobour without any human rights — the South African gold-
mining industry would never hove developed os it did. There
was o greot strike of Africon miners in 1946, which was
ruthlessly suppressed by police attocks which killed and
injured thousands of miners. At that time, the Chamber of
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Mines announced thot to gront the demond of Rl per doy
(then worth $2) would put 35 out of the 45 currently
producing mines out ol operaotion. Since then no attempt ol
labour organisation hos been toleroted. H we compare
woges ond conditions in South Africa with those in the
mines in the United Stotes ond elsewhere, many of which
aore now uneconomic to operote, it is abvious thot South
Africa’s monopoly position os o producer of gold is a foctor
of the cheap lobour system.

The system in South Africa is controlled by the mining
industry ond the South Africon Government, working
together to ellect absolute control over the recruitment of
African mine workers, in South Alrica itself; the so-called
Portuguese territories of Angolo ond Mozombique, Malowi,
MNomibio, where South Africo is in illegal occupation, ond
the three countries within the South Africon customs union
~ Botswano, Lesotho ond Swaziland. The mines recruit
though the monopolistic Chomber of Mines, and hove
ogreed omong themselves to eliminote compelition in wage
rotes, even ot times of greot lobour shortoges. Power is
concentroted in o smoll elite group of companies with
interlocking investments and directorotes. (1)

Government’s Role

The Stote ploys a vitol role with biloterol ogreements with
Mozambique and Malawi for the supply of o given volume
ol labour units, lor which poyment is mode to the lobour-
exporting Government in the lorm of compulsorily "deferred’
es. Even more important is the system of influx control,
whereby Africans in the lobour reserves are prohibited from
leaving without a contract ond where o job in the gold
mines is often the only olternative to starvation. It was in
1760 that slaoves in South Africa were first required to corry
passes in moving between rural and urbon areas in South
Alfrica, but it wos the tightening of influx control after the
1930s that improved the mine lobour supply from South
Africo itself ot o critical time, ond still continues to be
crucial to recruitment.
Africans are dominated by totol Government control in all
aspects of their lives ond work. Government policy restricts
educational expenditure on Africons to less thon one-tenth
of thot for whites, so thot 65"« of oll Africon odults hove
never been to school, ond over 70". of those who did
dropped out before they could become functionclly
literate. (2)

This gives them o crippling handicop to stort with. Then
there is no right of residence in ony urbon area, whidh is
where employment is owoiloble. Fomilies ond whol:
communities are orbitrarily broken up.

There is no right of political participation, nor ol political
expression. Africans have no vote. They con be orbitrarily
aorrested and detoined without chorge or triol for ony
length of time if the police dislike their political views,
and all their political orgonisations hove been bonned,
and their leaders are deod, in prison or in exile. Speciol
taxes together with ocute poverty force people in the
labour reserves onto the job morket, where they usuolly
have no choice of employer. Any ottempt to go to the towns
to find work freely is prevented by the complex network of
pass lows, which are fundoamental to the whole system of
reguloting Africans to serve the white economy as ‘labour
units’, and they hove been opplied with increasing severity.
Between 1936 and 1962 the proportion of convictions under
the pass lows relotive to the totol African populotion rose
frem 1.9 o yeor to 3.4"..

H there were o free lobour market in South Alrico, the
mining industry would hove to double its woges 1o compete
with the manufocturing industry. This competition is
eliminated by the full mochinery of o police stote, forcing
people to toke the lowest poid jobs. It is clear, then, that
the South African legislation which forces Africons to stoy in
the reserves until they ore needed on the mines is largely
responsible for the foct thot the internotional monetary
system has the gold supplies that it does.

Foreign African Labour

Equolly vital is the supply of non-South Africon lobour,
which was the -major solution evolved in the 1930°s 1o the
problem of attracting more lobour without roising woges.
The Portuguese colonial Government in Mozambique
supplies up to 80,000 Africans o year in terms of the 1928
Mozambique Convention. Since 1910, this territory has
supplied over o quorter of the Africans in the mines. Apart
from the few employed in the towns, Mozombique Africons
are foced with the alternatives of the South Akricon mines,
or conscription os forced labour, to work on colfee and
other plontations, or into the coloniol army. When there is o
conscription drive in any oreo, the South Africon recruiting
offices have omple supplies of lobour. The system is
obviously capable of great obuse: however, it is said thot
conditions here are nothing compared to the degroding
scenes in Angola, another Portuguese colony. (3)

Between 1936 aond 1969 the total number of Africans
employed in the gold mines rose from 318,000 to 371,000,
while the number of Black South Africons fell from 166,000
to 131,000, less than one-third of the total. Of the nominally
independent Africon nations, it is Lesotho, entirely surroun-
ded by South Alfrico and with very few natural resources,
which is most dependent on the employment of its notionals
in the mines. Botswana had cut its contribution to 4" in
1961, and Swazilond to 1"« Tonzonia, then o United No-
tions trust territory odministered by the United Kingdom,
provided 16"« in 1952, but ofter the massocre at Sharpe-
ville in 1960, it concelled the ogreement providing 10,000
men o year. Tanzania is one of the poorest countries in
Africa, but is setting o widely respected example in sell-
relionce.

It should not be assumed, of course, that the recruitment of
foreign workers means that they are worse off than Africans
in South Africo. In foct. the lobour reserves, or “Bonitu-
stons” of South Africo and Nomibio are omong the poorest
areas in Africo in terms of income per caopito, ond even
woges in non-mining sectors in South Africo compoare un-
favourably with o country like Zombia, (4)

There is of course o very high level of unemployment and
underemployment throughout Africa, and throughout the
Third World generally, and much lorger movements ol
foreign workers con be observed into the industrial centres
of East ond West Africo thon into South Africo.

The main reoson why Block South Africons form o declining
propertion of the total lobour force on the gold mines is
because this is deliberote Gowvernment policy. In the first
ploce, foreign workers ore easier to discipline, and so the
possibility ol lobowr orgonisation, such as thot which pro-
duced o generol strike last December through February in
MNamibia, is reduced; ond secondly, this is essential to the
so-colled “outward policy”, which consists of increasing the
dependence ol southern Africa on metropoliton South
Africa, o classic cose of neo-colonialism. There is very great
and ropidly increosing unemployment among Blodk South
Africons, for which the Government feels it hos to suppress
the statistics, but which may amount, aoccording to one col-
culation, the 25"« of the working population. (5) In the
South African Transkei, which is o raditional source of mine
labour, many opplicants are being refused, while recruit-
ment in Lesotho, Botswona and elsewhere is still cimed ot
ottrocting the maximum possible number. The removal of
the cream ol the labour lorce lrom sudh countries is very
harmiul to their rural development.

Menace to African Miners

| should like to indicate briefly the conditions under which
the Africon miners work. By the simple legislotive expedient
ol defining employees so0 os to exclude Africans, these
people are deprived of oll their lobour rights. Since 1911
it has been a criminal offence to strike or otherwise break
the contracts, which usually last about o yeor.

There have olwoys been convicts used in the mines, but
there is so little difference between the woges of regulor
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the beneficiories from the profits of Consclidated Goldfields Lid., is the Church of England (70 000 shaies; whose head lhe
Archbishop of Conterbury met Vorster during a recent visit to South Africa. On his return 1o England he delended foreign investments

in South Ahlico

lobourers ond convicts thot for all proctical purposes they
could oll be convicts. They have no poid leave ot all, and
a rigid discipline that means they ore allowed to lose far
fewer days through iliness or family problems than the
whites. They also work longer hours, being underground for
about ten hours o day, six days a week. One of the mine:'s
demands which hos been consistently refused has been the
reduction of the working week to five or five and o half
days, since the Chomber of Mines fears that giving the
Blocks spore time would create unrest. Any time thot they
do have is rigidly organised —hence the mine dances on
Sundays, for tourists.

The men work two miles and more underground at very high
rock temperotures, and the rock drilling creates almost inlto-
lerable levels of noise ond dust. The result is o string of
accidents, mostly from folling rocks, and @ number of occu-
pational diseases, including heatstroke, deafness (for which
the mine do not even bother to keep records), and silicosis
of the lungs, which makes them more vulneroble to tubercu-
losis. Some mines contain highly explosive methane gos.
and there is constant donger of the stope face bursting
under pressure, or of flooding, as in the West Driefontein
mine in 1969. The development stoge of mining is especially
dangerous, as in the Oronge Free Stote mines in
19521957,

Between 1936 ond 1966, 19.000 men, 93", of them Bladk,
died as a result of accidents in the gold mines, on average
of three deaths per shift . . . The Blodk death rate is olmost
double thot of whites. There was also an enormous number
of disablements from occidents. In 1968, o yeor when the
fatality rote reached an oll-time low., 491 Blacks and
18 *hi'fes were killed, and 25,000 Blocks and 2,000 whites
were disabled for ot least two weeks by occidents, 98 "w of
which were estimoted to have been due to the inherent

danger of the work. The overall occident rate for 1968 was
64 per 1,000 persons in service. In addition to this are the
huge numbers of slow deoths ond disablement resulting
from lung domoge ond other occupational hozards, for
which there seem to be no records but which, from direct
observation in the Bontustons, appear to be astronomical.
In the Transkei, tuberculosis has reached epidemic propor-
tions, offecting almost one-quorter of those surveyed as
opposed to almost none 25 years earlier. (6) This is also, of
course, o result of chronic ond increasing poverty in the
reserves, which os early os 1914 were being described os
little more thon mining villages. If for no other reason that
the enormous rote of deaths ond disability, then, gold
mining is a menace to the people forced to work there.

The Wage Gap

The colour bar dominotes every aspect of the industry.
Apart from the mining companies and the Government, it is
the white miners who benefit from the colour-bar in the
goldmines. The white unions see the issue not as one “bet-
ween white and Blodck labour, but between free lobour and
slove labour”, os a white strike committee expressed in
1924, (7) They therefore seek to protect their jobs and very
high solaries, to the totol exclusion of the slove lobour
which threatens to undercut them. The gop between white
and Block woges has increosed enormously over the lost
century, from o ratio of 7.5:1 in 1889 to 20.1:1 in 1969 -
probobly the world record for wage differentials . . . Real
cash earnings for Alricans are lower than they were in 1882,
probobly by over 25"., and, as o proportion of total costs,
the wage bill for Africons hos follen dromatically, from
13.7% in 1936 to B9 ™. in 1969,
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Between 1936 and 1969, when the productivity of oll workers
rose by 39"s, Block woges fell. The benefits resulting from
‘the increoses in productivity go almost exclusively to the
white miners, o minority of between 10": ond 15". An
ogreement in 1967 between the mining companies and
white trode unions, for example, provided for the elimina-
tion of certoin restrictive proctices, and for the benefits
resulting from the extro work of Bladks in these areos to go
to the whites.

The very low Africon woges are often justified by employers
by the ideo thot they ore not intended to support the wor-
ker's family, who ore supposed to live off the land in the
lobour reserves. There is o conspiracy of silence about the
actual conditions in these oreos: where there have been
studies made, the consistent conclusion is thot they are
totally inadequote to support the very greot ond increasing
population densities which have been forced into them, pro-
bably the highest populotion densities in Africa. This results
in serious soil erosion ond total exhaustion of notural re-
sources. A Government commission reported in 1954 (8)
thot the reserves could only support holf their current popu-
lotion at minimum subsistence levels, and since then the
populotion has more than doubled. Controcts with the
mines are therefore absolutely essential for o family's bare
survival.

The ovaoilable evidence indicotes thot the reserves are be-
coming steodily more dependent on migrant wages os time
goes on. Since they ore sofely out of sight of the white
community, however, the Government and mining industry
con operote on the convenient assumption thot they have
no obligotion to provide o woge odequate for the subsist-
ence of a mineworker’s family, or for the worker himself in
times of iliness, unemployment and old oge. In this way the
system is even worse thaon the old slavery, where the victims
were visible to those responsible. In South Alfrica, it is ille-
gal for any non-Africon to go ond see the reserves without
special permission,

In line with the ossumption thot only the worker as a labour
unit need be considered, the mines feed their workers os

A mine hostel

scientifically as modern cottle to moke them fit for the
gruelling labour underground. (9) For the same reason, to
moke them fit to work, they ore given thorough medicol
ottention, although there is no provision for their fomilies -
as there is for white fomilies. On the other hand, housing
is in bachelor barracks, with between twelve and ninety men
to o room. Many of the older compounds have no beds ana
nowhere to eot except the dormitories. The system hod been
evolved for the Chinese indentured lobourers used in the
first decode of this century, ond then opplied to Africans
whose fomilies did not therefore hove to be housed.

It is sometimes claimed thot if fringe benefits are token into
account, the woge differentiol of 20 to 1 would not be so
enormous. However, a comparison between the benefits
available to whites, and obove aoll to their fomilies, and
those for Blacks shows enormous discrepancies, covering
such benefits os bonuses ond cost of living allowances, paid
leove, unemployment. pension and provident funds, “octive
service allowances™ for World War |l veterons, and advan-
ced educotional ossistonce - all for whites only; or medical
core, educational ossistance for dhildren, subsidized hous-
ing (ol with servants’ quorters) — for the families of whites
only; or recreation, subsidized conteens, disablement allo-
waonces, compensation for lung daomage, the raote of oves-
time poy, ond numerous other advantages — all very mudh
more generous for whites thon for Blods. These benefits
haove not been quontified os on overall ratic of white to
Black, but taken oll together they add up to a picture ana-
logous to thot of the woge structure.

Human Misery

It is quite impossible to convey here the degree of suflering
imposed by the system. It is not simply o motter of physical
deprivation; it is o question also of the mental suffering
which results from the tearing opart of the tabric of Alrican
society, just as in the days of the old slave trade. | was oble




to goin some idea of the humon problems inherent in
aoportheid, os it offects people in the township ghettoes.
But | wos not allowed into the “Bantustans” which is where
increasing numbers of people are being deported, by now
over one million of them, mainly whot the South Africon
Government colls “surplus oppendoges” - the wives,
children ond other dependents of migront workers. | should
like to quote Dr. Anthony Barker, o doctor in the Zulu re-
serve tor many years, on the effect of the system on Alricon
family life:

“Economic or even sociol onalysis of migrotory labour will
fail to reveal the full picture of its cost in terms of human
misery. To learn this you must listen to the lonely wife, the
anxious mother, the insecure child . . . it is ot family level
thot the most pain is felt, and we cannot forget that the
Africon culture heritoge enshrines o brooder, more noble
concept of fomily thon that of the West. The extended family
has proved a marvellous security for those for whom, other-
wise, there was no security ot oll.

“Deprived of their noturol guides, children of migrants grow
through on insecure, uncertain childhood to on adult life
whose sole preoccupation moy be to escape the system.
There must be o harvest of oggression, with the weeds of
violence growing rank within it.” (10)

Neo-slavery

In the light of these focts, it is clear thot South Africo’s
goldmining industry operotes on o bosis of o lobour force
which is totolly without rights, even the right to choose bet-
ween employers: and thot the international monetary
authorities, by providing o guaranteed market ot o guaran-
teed minimum price for South African gold, is in o sense
subsidizing the industry ond its neo-slavery system. This has
the effect of oid to the South Africon Government, which has
olso subsidized marginolly economic mines very heovily in
times of difficulty becouse the industry is so crucial to the
entire white-owned economy, and therefore to the entire
structure of South Africon society.

The economics of South Africo’'s gold, where the grode o.
ore is distributed uniformly over o wide range, operate in
such o way thot ony chonges in the cost structure or the
price of gold aoffects the amount of poyoble ore reserves.
Increasing costs reduce the poyoble reserves, and an in-
crease in price increases the reserves. Although the expec-
ted life of the mines is increased, however, current output
is reduced, os is happening now with the deliberote reduc-
tion in the grode of ore processed, ot Government instruc-
tions. With reduced output, of course, South Africa can re-
duce the supply to the speculative market without violating
the letter of the 1969 Agreement with the IMF,

In the cose of the heavily subsidized marginal mines, the
high premium on free-market soles has been of enormous
benefit recently. In foct, o guoronteed rising price is crucial,
since costs are occelerating in South Africo, ond once o
mine is closed down it is virtually impossible to reopen.
From this it is obvious that South Africa’s 1969 Agreement
with the IMF has been cruciol to keeping some of the mines
open. The prospect of an increasing gold price has also
been essential in order to ottract foreign copital for new in-
vestment in the industry, and to present o generol impres-
sion of infinite prosperity for onyone interested in South
Africo as an investment.

International support for the goldmining industry — in the
first ploce with an unlimited demond ot the official price
from the United Stotes Reserve Bank, ond now with o gua-
rontee ogainst folling prices ond bolance of poyments pro-
blems for the IMF — hos not been beneficiol to the workers
in the industry. The protection of an unlimited demand ot
constant prices encouraged the complete abolition of com-
petition between the mining companies, which could there-
fore concentrate on motters of common interests, notably
collusion to keep Block woges down. The times of lorge in-
creases in the gold price hove never prompted increases in
Black wages. In fact @ small increose in the early 19605 was
prompted by international pressure ogainst South Africa’s
opartheid system. (11)

As Dr. Wilson has pointed out, it is the morgin of extra pro-
fit provided by international price guorantees thot has been
decisive in enobling the industry to ovoid the pressures to
eose the colour-bar, which is notable even in South Africa
tor its inflexibility ond the inefficiency which results. The
colour bar reserves certoin cotegories of jobs for whites, and
also limits the number of Blacks to be employed os o rotio
of white employment. It wos estimoted in 1968 thot o 70",
replacement of white workers by Africons - who are in
many cases ot leost as skilled os the whites — would result
in @ soving to the gold-mining industry of R30 million o year
(obout $40-45 million), approximotely 6 ! 4+ of working costs.
The soving would be greater now since the lost series of
white wage increoses.

A further result of encouraging South Africo’s goldmining
industry hos been the development since World War Il of
the uronium industry, uranium being o by-product of gold
in nearly holf the mines. South Africo olready sells uranium
without peoceful uses sofeguards, and with its new enrich-
ment process could become o real menoce to the Nucleor
.II'_Inn-PrulIftrutiun Treaty. South Africo has not signed the
reaty.

| need hardly point out the historical importance of the
gold-mining industry to South Africa, or its crucial role in
the system which evolved to supply it, ond loter other sec-
tors, with lobour. The industry hos long been the basis for
South Africa’s prosperity, ond for the foreign exchange wi.
which it buys orms and equipment for its massive armed
forces ond police. In 1970 output accounted for 10.5". of
GNP. Saoles of gold in 1971 omounted to $1.5 billion -
repeat. one and o half billion dollars = equal to all other
exports combined. (12)

Since over a century ago, the whole white supremocy sy-
stem in South Africa has been bodked up by gold. The ex-
propriation of the best lond and crowding of all the Afri-
cans into tiny reserves, under 11", of the total area, wos to
provide cheap labour for the mines. This industry served as
a model for all subsequent sectors of the white economy.
Above all, gold hos ottrocted foreign copital, and paid for
the enormous wastefulness of opaortheid, its armed forces,
secret police, constant political surveillonce, the maoss de-
portation of Alricons, the detoiled odministration of segre-
gation in all its ludicrous aspects, and the propogondo
machine that represents South Africa obrood os o bastion

‘.r:r”I onti-communism ond therefore indispensable to the
est.

Any argument thot the gold-mining industry of South Africa
benefits the Africons who work there must be rejected, just
as the arguments for continuing the old slave system had
to be rejected. The system is rotten through and through,
and con only survive on o baosis of human suffering.

FOOTNOTES

(1) Dr. Froncis Wilson, Labour in the South African Gold Mines,
1911-1969 (Combridge University Press, UK, 1972) p. 28

(2) Rond Daily Mail, Johonnesburg, 14 March, 1972; Wilson,
op. cit, p. 94; Mr. D. ). Morois speoking in the South Afrioan
House of Assembly, Honsord, 11 April, 1972, col 4576.

(3) Wilson, Os. cit., pp. 128-129

(4) See Borboro Rogers, The Stondard of Living of Africans in
South Alrica, United Mations, Unit on Apartheid, Notes ond
Documents No. 45 71.

(5) Trode Union Council of South Africo, quoted in the Rond
Daily Mail, Johannesburg, 12 April, 1972.

(6) Study by Dr. Guy Dones, St. Lucy's Hospitol, Transkei.

(7) Tronsvool Strike Legol Committee, The Story of Crime, (Johon-
nesburg, 1924) p. 39,

(8) Tomlinson Commission (Government Printer, Pretoria 1955)

(?) Wilson, Op. cit. p. 55

(10) Dr. Anthony Borker, "Community of the Coreless”. South
African Outlook, April 1970,

(11) Wilson, op. cit. p. 106

(12) Department of Commerce, Overseos Business Reports: Sou-
thern Africo: July, 1972,



The recent strikes by Black workers at the Durbon Dodks and the
refusal of Black dockers at Caope Town harbour to work overtime
once again focuses attention on the plight of these workers who
have kept up a running battle with authority in their efforts to win
higher wages and better working conditions.

The following articles by KEN POTTINGER and MNEVILLE FRAS-
MAN published in the Rand Daily Mail, whilst not exhaustive,

nevertheless, delve sufficiently into the

problems of these wor-

kers, to give our readers some idea of the problems they face.

HISTORY

SIRUG

Africon stevedores in Durban Harbour
have behind them a long history of
strikes and struggles for higher wages
and better conditions.

Since Union in 1910 there have been
ot leost six strikes and two threatened
actions. The latest sirike was the re-
cent two day stoppage.

All the strikes haove o common theme
— a demand for higher wages, less
overtime ond better conditions, gene-

rally.
On two occasions, strike action, or the
threat of such oction, had some

success in obtoining wage increases
for the workers.

A strike on August 17, 1941 led to de-
mands for a minimum of 4s 6d a day.
cost of living allowances of 6d a day.
overtime ot 8d an hour ond Sunday
overtime at 11d an hour, being met.
Previously the woge rote had been 4s

a doy.

WAGE SCALES

A strike threat in 1971, when the wos-
kers demanded R14,00 a week, influen-
ced manogement in the introduction of

new wage scaoles.
Stevedores first struck in 1919 ot o time

JLE

when there was no organisation ol
their labour in the harbour. They wiel-
ded considerable power as "Togt"
(daily) labourers and were able to toke
advantage of a prevalent labour shor-
toge.

General labouring woge increases
were maode as a result of this oction.
In 1940 stevedoring workers were in-
cluded in the first unskilled wage de-
termination made by the Wage Board.
This was designed to “set a bottom™
to wages in Durban - 4s o doy.

The stevedores alreody received this
wage and their demands for 4s 6d
were subsequently mel

A charismatic Africon leader named
Phungala was at this stoge the spo-
kesman for the stevedores. He waos
arrested after a further strike broke out
on 26th July, 1942, but woas brought
from gaol on condition that he urge
the workers to return to work. Insteud
he told them in Zulu to continue the
strike becouse manogement refused
to discuss wages.

PROBLEM

The Government promulgaoted emer-
gency measures giving the police

power to expel any workers from Dur-
bon who refused to work ot the pres-
cribed rate.

This strike highlighted the central pro-
blem of lobour odministration: the
loose form of control over employment
ot the docks coused by the “togt”
system.

If the workers decided not to reporsi
for work on a single day, their day,
there was not much thot could be done
legally, apart from expulsion from the
urbon area. Contract lobour would
haove made labourers liable for prose-
cution for o breach of contract. From
this point discussions took ploce bet-
ween employers, state officials and the
municipality to abolish the "togt”
system ond introduce controct labouwr.

A strike in April 1958 occurred because
o wage determination in the stevedor-
ing trade provided different woge rates
for indunas, winchmen aond gongway-
men for the first time. The indunas
were sel up as a special class with
opposing interests to the mass of wor-
kers by this determination. This is an
important point in the establishment
of the Labour Supply Company which
followed.

All the strikers were dismissed but
gathered for a meeting in o compound
where, after a police baton dharge,
80 were arrested.

OVERTIME

The Lobour Supply Company was im-
mediotely set up ond workers were
enly engoged or re-engaged as con-
tract lobourers. In 1959 the wotkers,
(led by Stephan Dhlomini and Bafanao
Majosi of the South Africon Congress
of Trode Unions - Ed.) protested
agoinst the new conditions imposed by
this company and refused to work over-
time, cousing harbour congestion. The
employers then dismissed the entire lo-
bour force and recruited new workers
from outlying rural areas.
Dissaotisfoction begaon to build up once
again in late 1968 when a new method
of tox collection was introduced. The
workers did not understand the system
and felt thot they should not be taxed
on overtime pay or on estimotes of
their monthly earnings.

A new wage determination come into
effect on Good Friday, April 3, 1969,
but the stevedores were not happy with
the scoles and the entire labour foice
refused to report for work that week-
end.

Mucdch pressure wos brough to bear oa
the strikers — by the Department of Lo-
bour, employers, the South African
Police and the Security Police, to return
to work.



After negotiotions broke down the wor-
kers were given the option of acceat-
ing the new woge rates or resigning —
942 workers resigned, were paid off
and given four hours to leave the city.
The manager of the stevedoring com-
pany said thot the wage demonds of
the workers — R14 bosic a week -
would not be met.

Late in 1971, ofter prolonged negotio-
tions over a bonus system which was
eventually not intrcduced, stevedores
ploced o notice in their compound
telling the employers that they wanted
a basic woge of R14 o week introdu-
ced before the end of the week.

The manogement described the de-
mand os "vague” but said the position
was delicote ond they were anxious to
avoid any strike action.

A new set of woge scoles was introdu-
ced before the end of the weex.
Although not close to the R14 deman-
ded these were o considerable impro-
vement on the existing rates. The strike
did not toke ploce and the employers
denied thot the new scoles had been
introduced becouse of the strike threct.

The following toble indicotes the
weekly waoge rates in the stevedoring
trade over the years:-

indunas Gang- Winch- Hands

woyTEeEn men

4.2.59 R10.50 R7.00 R7.00 R&.0L
24.7.64 R10.50 R7.00 R7.00 R6.00
3469 R1160 R760 R7.60 RG650
1.10.71 R15.00 R990 R990 R8.50

. EI_!II = £0.50 p.

From 1959 to 1964 wages did not rise
but o doily allowance was introduced
for each grode of worker.

PATTERN

The strike which has just been resolved
waos settled by using the pattern deve-
loped over the years.

The workers were told their woge de-
mands could not be met at this stage
and thot they should return to work i
to homelands. Fourteen workers chose
the lotter course while the majority
were obviously resentful.

SECHABA COMMENT

Obviously this is not the last we sho!l
hear of the dockers in Durban. They

have o long history of struggle and

have been the most militant suppor-
ters of the ANC and the South African
Congress of Trade Unions.

The lessons they learnt from such greot
trode wunionists as Phungula, Majasi
and Dhlamini sustain their desire,

under the most difficult and often ha-
zardous conditions, to remain orgo-
nised and united.

Phungulo died in exile. Majosi aolso
died after o short illness soon ofter the
1959 strike ond Stephon Dhlamini is
living in a small villoge - Bulwer, in
MNatal - to where he has been banni-
shed by the government early this year,
ofter serving seven years imprisonment
on Robben lIsland, for porticipoting in
the activities of the African Natioral
Congress.

Note. Much prominence has been
given, in recent months, in the white
South African press and the press
abrood, about increased wages being
paid to sections of the Block workers.
We hope to analyse these increases in
our next issue. '

THE WBRKER -
WHO IS JUST
A NUMBER

In refusing to work overtime (5 to 8 pm)
the Cope Town dodkworkers are doing
nothing illegal.

Overtime, aofter aoll, is voluntary. But
those extra hours could be vital to the

shipping bosses and to the economy
of the country.

Since the walk-outs started on Octobe:
24 there has been no real pressure on
the stevedoring compaonies. But these
componies are praying hard thot the

Dockers at work




number of ships needing servicing
does not increase before the dispute is
settled.

If there is real pressure on Cape Town
docks, the companies are going to be
in serious trouble,

The dockworkers know it, ond they also
know thot their very legal stop-at-five
campaign is their best bargaining
weapon, if not their only weapon.

CAMPAIGN

In o sense, the stop-at-five compaign
is o case of cutting the nouse to spite
the foce. (If this is so, then no Black
worker should ever come out on strike
as Blodk trode unions could not afford
the luxury of paying its members on
strike, strike pay - Ed.)

The 32c an hour thot they earn over-
time is gold to the lowly paid Blodk
stevedore. But even if they work over-
time every day of o six-day week, their
wages still fall far short of the poverty
datum line (PDL), not to talk about the
effective minimum level (EML).

And this is probably the crux of the
offair = he must work to earn a living,
but he has no real means of improv-
ing his standard of living.

Literally, in the docks, each Black steve-
dore is just a number.

This number thot appears on his pay
podket is a symbol of vulnerability. So
easily, that number can be token-away
and given to someone else - while the
previous incumbent is sent padking to

a remote kroal in the bundu of the
Ciskei or Transkei.

REGISTER

The homeland Blocdk man's problems
start when he turns 16. He has to re-
gister as a work seeker with his tribal
labour bureau if he is not physically
unfit or @ full-time student. He has to
register as o work seeker in a particu-
lar category — and for the rest of his
life he can do work only in that cote-
gory.

A dockworker, therefore, stays a labou-
rer all his life.

The stevedoring companies, working
through the Urban Bontu Labour Eu-
reaux, toke on the workers after it has
been established by low that there are
not sufficient work seekers in the city
areg.

After o myriod of formalities, the wor-
ker cotches the nearest train to Cepe
Town, or wherever his contracts re-
quires him.

He may not bring his wife and children,
ond is quartered in bachelor hostals.
And there he is considered a migront
labourer first and last, a temporary
sojourner with few privileges and fewer
rights. His controct is for a year.

INSECURITY

His insecurity in the dodks is taken a
step further when it is realised thot, in
theory at least, he will be paid only

Normal living conditions in the dock compounds

when there are ships to be worked. In
other words, he works on o day-to-day,
or rather shift-to-shift basis.

A normal shift o doy pays him about
R2.30 and overtime 32c an hour. At the
end of a full six-day week, with three
hours overtime every day, the Black
stevedore earns about R20. Bantu rox,
in lieu of income tax, is deducted from
this.

The companies are responsible for the
worker's fore to and from his home-
lond, but this maoy be deducted from
his pay.

Travelling to the dodks every day, even
with the ugly possibility looming thot
there may not be work for thot day,
costs the dodiworker R1.50 even il
fares ore subsidized. Rent ond food
toke another R5 to R6. Luxuries such as
tobacco nearly R1, with clothing runn-

ing a poor last.

- In the end the Bladck wnrlr.m; has about

R6 to R8 left to send home (based on
average earnings of R15 o week). Most
of these men have dependants. It is
difficult to see the family mon with
five mouths to feed getting by on R40
a month.

If the worker puts o foot wrong while
under contract, he is sent home cnd
reploced. For this reason the dodk-
workers are not striking. They are just
refusing to work overtime.

Previously they had a lundh break and
a break before storting their overtime
ot about 5pm. They still have a lunch
break but ofter lunch they have to work
continuously until 8pm. And whereas
overtime was previously until 9 pm, it
now stops at 8 pm — which means that
the worker loses one hour's overtime
pay a day.

And this is why they are refusing to
work overtime.

POWER

They may not form trade unions and,
therefore, have no bargaining power
whotsoever. Increases in woges and
improvement of working conditions de-
pend entirely upon the goodwill of the
employer and determinations by ihe
Wage Board.

It was reported recently thot a new
wage determination for stevedores of
South Africa is in the offing. It is diffi-
cult to imagine woges being improved
to the extent thot the effective mini-
mum level of over R70 a month for a
man with five children con be readhed.
Employers have, in foct, warned thot
should there be too mudh of a wage
rise, shipping and cargo tariffs will
shoot up, prices will rise and the man
in the street will suffer.

Meanwhile, the man in the dodks is
suffering.



The boycott of South African fruit and
tinned foods was at its height in the
first half of the sixties and in 1965 as

many as 57 local councils were
refusing to buy South African goods.
The campaign emphasis has since
moved to getting compaonies, trade
unions, universities and individuals to
withdraw their investments from firms
involved in Southern Africa, while
compaigns against arms to South
Africa, and against links in sport,
cultural and acaodemic fields, have
been maintained.

A planned and coordinoted campaign
against South African fruit, of which
Britain is the largest buyer, would help
to inform the general public of the
extent of British involvement in the
maintenance of opartheid and the
system they are supporting. It would
also serve to counter the massive
propaganda drive currently being
made by the South Africans and, even
if only partiolly successful, provide
heartening evidence of solidarity for
the African people. The above is, o'
course, true for all AAM campaoigns
but these tend to involve particular
constituencies — a compaign of this
nature, while involving students, local

AAM committees, trode unions, high
school students, etc., can also bring in
a general public not necessarily
connected with these.

There is o group in Helland who are
planning o campaign against. Outspan
oranges and groups in Sweden ond
Finlaond ore also considering such a
compaign. Esau du Flessis a South
African resident in Helland has publis-

hed a book: OUTSPAN ORANGES:
Fruits of Shame in Dutch.
In 1970, South Atrica earned

£22,915,386 from the sale of fresh fruit
in Britoin alone. These soles are to an
extent due to the fact that South
African fruit is competitive in price and
this agoin is a result of the low wages
paid te Black workers and South
Africa’s continuing membership of the
Commonwealth Preference Areo (CPA)
which she has continued to enjoy
despite the fact of having left the
Commonwealth in 1961, Thus oronges
from Mediterronean countries pay an

import duty of 7. on 37'.p per
hundredweight between April and
November, whereas South African
oranges enter free. South Africa’s

Commonwealth Preference will, of
course, be removed if Britains enters
the EEC and applies the Common
External Tariff.

Sales Promotion Drive

24 specially chosen South African girls
are at present touring the UK to
promote the consumption of Outspan
oranges. Travelling with two eight foot
models of an crange, they are part of
a major consumer promotion drive
which started when o team of 58 girls
arrived from South Africa on 18 June
to tour the UK and continent. At the
start of each promotion in a particular
area, receptions are held ftor local
retailers, wholesalers and multiple
buyers before individual visits are
undertaken. The entire exercise is
augmented by press and Television
advertising. This public relations drive
is handled by Mr. D. Berlina of the

Bureou of Commercial Information,
30 Eastbourne Terraoce London W2-262
1095.

Britain is the biggest market for

Outspon oranges followed by France,
Germany and Helland. In Sweden, the

1
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Form workers trekking ofter ejection lrom the farms

Co-operative Movement, which had
refused to buy Outspan oronges for
more than 10 years, lifted this boycott
in 1971.

The production of citrus fruit is increa-
sing in many countries, particularly
France and ltaly, and the competition
for markets is fierce. South Africa, with
o poor home market - though
malnutrition is rife and in 1969 70 for
instance the Johonnesburg Municipa-
lity estimated that 70" of the African
population of Soweto lived below the
poverty datum line — spent £500,000 in
1962 in promoting the soles of citrus
fruit abroad. This figure is now much
higher. Similar compaigns are conduc-
ted on Caope Fruit — lorgely - with
well-designed disploy material and
handouts. The above gives some small
indication of the scale of the promo-
tion campaign.

Farm Labour in South Africa

Agriculture in South Africo constitutes
11"s of the GNP and absorbs more
than one third of the ecomomically
active Aflrican population. A total of
1,441,470 Africans, 232,653 Coloureds
and 6,721 Asians work on forms as
registered employees, cosual labour
and domestic servants.

Wages and conditions of labour on
faorms are not governed by any
industrial or wellare legislation. Wor-
king conditions are the hordest and
farm workers, on average, receive the
lowest pay of all wage earners. They
are usolly poid in cash and kind, but
this varies from province to province

and on the Cope Western Fruit farms
an adult Africon male is paid under
25p per doy including poyments in
kind. A report in the Johonnesburg
Star of 19 12 70 referred to conditions
in the Transvaal districts of Nobooms-
pruit, Potgietersrust and Pietersburg:

Farm workers cloimed thot they earned
between RS and R8 (£2.50 and £4) pe-
month in cash ond were given o bag
of maize meal every month. No annual
holiday wos permitted ond workers
could only take time off from their
12-hour shilt it there were other
members of their families to reploce
them. Employers allowed the workers
to build their own homes, usally mud
huts. allocated small plots on which
crops could be cultivated ond some
had built schools for the children of
farmhands. Cosuval lobourers earned
20 cents (10p) 0 doy . . . On July
14 The Friend reported on conditions
on farms in the northern areas of the
Orange Free State. The report main-
tained thot rusted and rotting old
shocks were the only shelter for fami-
lies of employees on farms of some of
the wealthiest men in South Africo.
Wages of R3 (opprox. £1.50) plus three
paraffin tins of maize meal a month,
were common.

Conditions of African farm labourers
in the Boland (Cape) were described
in the Star on 24 July, 1972: The report
mentioned that the Hexrivier Boere-
groep, the lorgest formers’ associotion
in the Boland, had been oworded o
licence by the MNational Tronsport

mission to ferry thousonds of
Africans from homeland areas, to work
on the forms of the group’s 230 mem-

s

At the end of o year's service, contract

‘labourers have to be returned to their

homelands ot the expense of the
farmers. Under the old system, troin
fares used to cost the farmer about
R26 per lobourer, but the new truck
service will reduce the cost to about
RB a heud. One of the objects of the
new scheme is to prevent the desartion
of farm labourers.

In the past, some 20 per cent of the
31,500 labourers recruited annually in
the Transkei and Ciskei would desert
olter meeting other workers ot stotions
and on trains. In terms of year-long
contracts, these migrant labourers
receive R5 for a 5'+ doy week, and
free accommodotion. They do not
receive rations, sick leave, sick pay
or any other fringe benefits, ond in
summer they are often expected to
work from 5 am to 7 pm. Deserters
are liable to imprisonment and some-
times hove to complete their contracts
alter being released from jail.

The Campaign

This would, of course, toke a different
emphasis in eoch orea but the
following suggestions ore mode by
the Anti-Apartheid Movement*in Bri-
tain for consideration:

* Letters from Anti-Apartheid Organi-
sations to the major fruit buying
companies and at the same time local
groups writing to the major stockists
in their areas — this os o first step.

* Pickets outside the major stockists in
different areaos coupled with the
distribution of leaflets on the general
situation and o leoflet on olternative
sources of supply.

* Letters to and lobbying of local
councils to implement the boycott.

* Letters to and lobbying of the Co-op:
resolutions to be possed ot local level.
* Students to compaign for their
unions not to buy South African fruits.

* Area trade unions to be called on

to protest against conteens buying
South African fruit.

* Locol housewives’ groups to be
approoched to further the compaign.

* Letters to local newspapers which
advertise South Africon fruit.

* Confront Outspon girls.

For further information on the cam-
paign please contoct:

U. K. Anti-Apartheid Movement,
89, Charlotte St, London W. 1.

HOLLAND Esau du Plessis, Afriko
Studiecentsum,
Stotionsplein 10, Leiden.

FINLAND Afrika Committe, c o J. Jale,
Lonnrotink 25A,

Helsinki 18.



‘G.D.R. Promises...
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GREATER SOLIDARITY

Joint communique on the visit of o delegation
of the African National Congress of South
Africa in the German Democratic Republic

A delegation of the Africon National Congress of South
Africa (ANC) has made o friendship visit to the German
Democrotic Republic from Movember 5th to 10th, 1972, fol-
lowing on invitotion extented by the Central Committee of
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany. (SED) The delegation
was headed by Oliver Tambo, President of the ANC. |t also
included Alfred Nzo, General Secretary of the ANC, and
two further leoding ANC members.

The ANC delegation hod tolks with o delegation of the CC
of the SED headed by Hermann Axen, member of the Poli-
tical Bureau ond Secretary of the CC of the SED. Members
of the delegation of the CC of SED were Fritz Muller, mem-
ber of the CC and head of a deportment in the CC of 5ED;
Dr. Egon Winkelmann, deputy head of the department for
International Relations in the CC of SED; Dr. Siegfried Bitt-
ner, assistont in the Department for International Relations
in the CC of SED. )

During its visit to the County of Erfurt, the ANC delegation
called on industrial ond ogricultural units as well as cultu-
ral faciliies and hod several cordial meetings with work-
ing people in this County. The delegotion also paid a visit
to the SED County Committee of Erfurt and hod a friendly
exchange of views with leading members of this Committee.

Discussions took place in a cordial atmosphere of friend-
ship on further prospects of cooperotion between the SED
and the ANC. The two delegotions exchanged views on
topical international issues. The talks centered mainly on
the sofeguarding of world peace, on the situations in Africo
and the Middle Eost and in Indochina, on ti.e struggle
waged by the ANC to liberote the oppressed majority in
South Africa. on the reinforcement of the alliance between
the sociolist world system, the international working class
and the national liberation movement.

The SED delegation expressed respect for the hard struggle
waged by the oppressed African majority as well as oll
oppressed notional groups and revolutionary forces of South
Africo, who are all fighting with devotion and determination
ogoinst the fascist Apartheid regime. .

In spite of unrestrained terror and persecution, the ANC
organised the struggle of the progressive and revolutionary
forces, ond is now intensifying the fight for the overthrow
of the odiqus racist regime in South Alfrica.

The two delegations stressed thot the liberation struggle in
South Africo is closely connected with the struggles waged
by the national liberotion movements in Zimbabwe, Mocom-
bique, Angola, Guineo-Bissou ond Nomibio.

The SED and ANC strongly condemn the support rendered
to the Vorster regime by the imperiolist stotes, the increas-
ing cooperaton between NATO ond the racist regime in
South Africa, the neo-colonialist schemes of South Afrco,
Rhodesia, and Portugal, ond their plans to set up o “"White
bloc” agaoinst both the independent African stotes and the’
national liberotion movements in Africa.

The SED reoffirms the untiting solidarity of its Central Com-
mittee and rank and file as well ‘as of all working pecple in
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Congress

the GDR for the ANC and the oppressed majority of the
people in South Africa.

The delegations of the SED and ANC gove expression to
their solidarity with the peoples of Africo and Asio who are
fighting o just struggle against imperialism ond colonialism,
for national independence and social progress. They call
upon all anti-imperialist forces of the world to continue
giving political, moral and material support to the peoples
of Africa, especially South Africa, Nomibio, Zimbobwe, Mo-
combique, Angola, ond Guineo-Bissou who are fighting for
their freedom and independence.

The ANC delegation was deeply impressed by the successes
of the GDR and recognised the purposeful implementation
of the resolutions odopted by the Vllith Congress of the
SED and oppreciated the greot achievements made by the
working people of the GDR under the leadership of the
SED in continuing their efforts to build in the GDR on

advanced socialist society.

Construction of socialism in the GDR is considered by the
ANC os an effective contribution to strengthening the for-
ces of peace, national liberation, and socialism throughout
the world.

The consolidation of the international positions held by the
GDR, in particulor the estoblishment of full diplomatic rela-
tions between. the GDR and the Republic of India, is oppre-
ciated by the ANC delegation. The ANC delegation assured
the SED of its firm solidority for the struggle waged by the
people of the GDR for an aoll-round consclidation of socia-
list workers' ond formers’ power and for recognition of the
GDR in terms of international low by all stotes.

The delegations of the SED and the ANC congrotuloted the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union ond the Soviet People
on the occasion of the 55th anniversory of the October 50-
cialist Revolution and in particular the 50th anniversary of
the founding of the USSR, the world's first sociolist state.
They expressed recognition of the leading ond outstanding
role ployed by the CPSU in its greot contribution, on a
world-wide scole, to the consolidotion of peoce and inter-
natioral security, the construction of socialism and commu-
nism, in supporting oll onti-imperiolist and democratic for-
ces, as well os deepening the unity ond coherence of the
three main revolutionary trends of our time.

The two sides ogreed to the effect thot the balance of forces
has continued to develop in fovour of socialism ond all anti-
imperialist forces the world over. Further consolidation of
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unity of the community of socialist states and their coordi-
nated oction ore the principal foctors in making further
headwoy on the rood to peace and international security.
The two sides feel thot relaxation of tension and strengthen-
ing of peace in Europe will have o favourable impact upon
solving the burning internotional problems in Africa and
other ports of the world.

The SED and ANC delegations held the view that a new
situation hos been creoted in Europe by the important
agreements ond treaties concluded on the basis of peace-
ftul coexistence, and including recognition of existing reality
and frontiers. In this connection both sides welcome the
initialling of the Treaty on the Basis of Relations between
the GDR ond GFR os o new success for the policy of peace-
ful coexistence which lies in the interest of o further relaxo-
tion of tension. Favourable conditions hove been provided
for starting in Helsinki, on November 22nd, 1972, multilate-
ral preparation of on all-European conference on issues
relating to security and cooperation.

The two sides reaffirm their view to the effect that inter-
national security and cooperation require the immediate
establishment of normal relations in terms of international
low between the GDR and all stotes, including such rela-
tions between the GDR and the Federal Republic of Ger-
many, ond admission, without further deloy, of the German
Democrotic Republic as on equal member of UNO and its
speciolised ogencies.

The SED and ANC have stoted their full, unlimited solidarity
for the heroic struggle of the peoples of Indodhina ogainst
the barbarous US aggression. They have come out jointly
for the immediate signing of on ogreement on ending
war which hos ben unleashed ogainst the Vietnamese
people by the USA,

The two sides had detailed tolks about the situation in the
Middle Eost and pointed ot the hozardous escalation of
Israel's imperialist oggression ogainst the Arab peoples.
They demond both immediote withdrowal of Isroel’'s oggres-
sive troops from all occupied Arab territory and a just solu-
tion of the Middle East problem on the basis of the resolu-
tion adopted by the UN Security Council on November
22nd, 1967.

The delegotions of the SED and ANC ogreed to further
develop ond deepen their relotions to the benefit of their
common struggle for notional and social liberotion, peace
and sociaolism.

Berlin, 9th November, 1972,



- therefore places ...

No man is an islond ,and no man has

‘yet been found who is content to
create in an ivory tower without
thought of his creation ever being
brought to the notice of another hu-
man being. Even the cosual diarist,
who hides his inmost thoughts from
those closest ond dearest to him,
. thinks of posterity. The lover must have
o mistress or the imoge of o mistress
before he can dash off o sonnet. The
prisoner in solitory confinement or in
the death cell will scribble something
on the wall in the hope thot someone
else will read and learn of his condi-
tion. The suicide leaves o note becouse
he cannot bear to be misunderstood.
The mon who sings in his bath hopes
that someone will overhear and know
that he is hoppy.

The aportheid lows deliberotely ploce
barriers in the way of communication,
and these barriers are so obstructive
that it is o tribute to the human spirit
that anything gets through at all. The
very word “apartheid” means the con-
dition of separateness, and in terms of
the apartheid lows there is no South
African people but only o number of
separote raciol groups whose contact
with one another must be reduced to
the minimum.

Under the Population Registration Act
of 1930, the population is divided into
three moin categories — Whites, Alri-
cans ond Coloureds, and the Govern-

| O0UTH AFRIGAN
GULTURE
_INGHAINS

To come to fruition, the artistic spirit needs a combination of
conditions which are seldom found togethe: — the time and
opportunity to compose, the stimulus to communicate and
achieve an objective, an inter-relationship between the artist
and society which mokes communication meaningful, the possi-
bility of publication, and se on — not to mention the require-
ment of artistry or genius on the part of the producer. Because
of Apartheid laws, these conditions do not exist and, this,

ment is given the power to proclaim
sub-categories within the African ond
Coloured categories. The following co-
tegories have been proclaimed for Co-
loured persons — Cape Coloured, Ma-
lay, Griqua, Chinese, Indian, othar
Asion and other Coloured. (For trade
purposes Jopanese have been clossi-
fied as honorary Whites). The Africans,
again, are classified into ten ethnic
sub-groups - Xhoso, Zulu, MNorthern
Sotho, Southern Sotho., Tswaonao,
Tsonga, Swazi, Vendao, Southern Nde-
bele and Northern Ndebele. By low the
racial identity of every person is ente-
red in a population register, and every
South Africon citizen must corry an
identity card stating his racial classifi-
cation.

Divide and Rule

The purpose of these racial classifica-
tions is to moke communications bet-
ween the various groups more,difficult,
so that the White racists may continue
in power on the well-worn bosis of
“divide and rule”. Politicolly this sepo-
ration is today enforced by the Prohi-
bition of Political Interference Act of
1968 which prohibits ony person be-
longing to one population group from
(o) becoming o member of any politi-
cal party of which any person who be-
longs to another population group is
a member, and (b) oddressing ony

meeting of which all or the majority
belong to another population group o
to other population groups. Thus
multi-racial parties are illegal. 5o are
multi-raciol trade unions.

Qutside the political sphere separo-
tion is also enforced. Under the Group
Areas Act separate areas are set aside
for residential occupation by the
various groups, and it is illegal for o
White to enter an African area without
o special permit from o Government
official. White ond Blodk connot sit
down together in a restaurant to have
a meal. Cohabitotion between Black
and White is o criminal offence pu-
nishable by up to seven years impri-
sonment. Marrioge between Bladk ond
White is legally impossible. Black and
White actors cannot oppear together
on the stage. Black and White cannot
be members of the same oudience ot
o play or concert. Block and White
sportsmen cannot belong to the same
team, or even compete against one
another in separate racial teams. Qua-
lified Block nurses connot attend White
hospital patients.

Exceptions prove the Rule

These are the general rules which go-
vern social contact between the races
in South Africo. There are exceptions
here and there. Permission is occasic-
nally given for o Black VIP to be allo-
wed o meal in o White restourant or
accommodation in @ White hotel. Black
sportsmen are occasionally allowed to
compete in White sporting fixtures so
that South African offical represento-
tives can adduce arguments to facili-
tate the return of South Africa to the
international sporting fields from whidh
she hos been borred becouse of her
opartheid policies.

There are also illegal breaches of the
rules. Some lightskinned Bladks cross
the colour line whenever they can
escape detection. There hove been
occasions when Whites have blodke-
ned their faces and worn Bladk attire
(such as Indian saris) in order to gain
admission to segregated Bladk shows
from which they would otherwise have

been barred.

But the exceptions merely prove the
rule. Nor does the separation stop ot
the Block-White barrier. Even the
Whites are seporated, (although not
by low) with Afrikoons and English-
speaking Whites belonging to sepo-
rate institutions from one end of their
lives to the other. At school Afrikaans-
English separation is enforced by low,
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which lays down that dhildren must be
educoted in their mother tongue. Out-
side of school, separation is enforced
by social and politically encouroged
custom whereby there are porollel in-
stitutions for the two groups in every
sphere of life — separote chambers of
commerce, teachers’ and students’
organisations, youth organisotions,
ond the like. The purpose of this sepo-
ration between the two White groups
is to establish the of the
Afrikaners in every sphere of life, and
to ensure that Afrikoons culture is not
submerged by the stronger world-wide
English culture.

White Dictatorship

Describing South Africa as a collective
White dictotorship, a Cope Town wuni-
versity professor, lan Loubser. in a
speech on October 9, 1972 soid thot
within the White group there wos o
dictotorship ol the Afrikaner over the
English-speaking South African. “Owver
the past 24 years (since the first No-
tionalist Party Gowvernment caome to
power in 1948) on Alrikoons imperio-
lism hos developed owver the English
speakers”, he said. “This imperiolism
is evident in the police, the armed

forces, in the rodio service and in
many other institutions™, all of which
are dominated by Afrikaners. Were it
not for the economic power the Eng-
lish-speaking section wielded, soid
Professor Loubser, their position today
would have been very much the some
as that of the Africans.

Cultural Deprivation

What does all this mean for the crea-
tive ortist in South Africo? In the most
obvious sense, the cultural focilities
available to the Black majority are for
inferior to those of the Whites - ond
in some coses simply non-existent. In
the giant African township of Soweto,
from which Johaonnesburg drows most
of its labour force, there is only one
cinema for o population of nearly one
million, and the number of films which
may be seen by oudiences ot thot
cinema is grossly restricted by o cen-
sorship which ploces oll Africons on
the some level as White children under
the age of 16. The best librories in the
country are barred to Bladcks. Very few
Blodcks have ever seen the inside of o
theotre or o concert hall.

But there is an even deeper sense n

Marnaom
Maokebo

which cultural deprivation cripples the
artistic spirit. Nobody - literolly no-
body — knows life in South Africa well
enough to discribe it adequataly,
let alone tell the truth about it, the
whole truth ond nothing but the
truth, os is expected from the ortistic
as well os the legal witness. The
artistic vision is restricted by the
apartheid barriers, ond even the most
vivid imogination is no substitute for
experience.

In the western copitolist countries
there are, true, class barriers which
divide the notion. But o writer or o
painter can cross these borriers. He
con merge himself with ony section of
the community, ond live their day to
doy life just aos they do. The educotad
middle class writer can go “slumming”
for his row maoteriol, os Gissing,
Kingsley, Mrs. Gaskell ond others did
in Victorion times when they became
oware of the way in which the indu-
strial revolution haod divided the
people of Englond into two notions.
Or the poor boy con rise to the top,
as Dickens did, observing and noting
the haobit and condition of the various
strato os he posses through.

But in South Africa the wall is impe-
netrable. No White con live in o Blodk
township, eot, drink ond sleep there,
moke love and marry there, bring up
a fomily there, storve ond die there.
He may observe o little from outside
the fence, but he can never get in-
side o Block skin ond feel in his oo-
nes whot it is like to be Block. He may
imagine hunger, but it tokes one who
has known hunger in o certain milieu
to describe the way in which hungry
children, having eoten their portions
but remoined unsotisfied, continue to
scrape their spoons round the bottom
of their porridge bowls in the hope
that somehow the metal moy be
transformed into o further quontity of
food ... an image captured in all its
pothos ond simplicity in one of the
early short stories of the Africon wri-
ter Alfred Hutdhinson, who died re-
cently in Nigerio ot the trogically
early aoge of 48. (See poge 18).

Black and White Minstrel

No writer in South Africo con see iife
steady and see it whole. Out of his
own experience he con only tell whot
he has seen ond known, and this is
inevitobly only port of the total pic-
ture. No White writer has yet manao-
ged to creote o real and convincing
Block chorocter, ond vice wverso. Nor
has any writer, White or Block, been
nble to describe the relotions between
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White and Bladk which are accurate
and valid for both parties. A Nadine
Gordimer can tell the reader in dali-
cate and precise prose how a White
liberal looks ot the Bladk world, she
con even portray occurately how o
Block appears in the eyes of o White
observer, but she connot get inside
the Block body ond look outwards.

Similarly, the White characters in the
novels of Peter Abrahams are carico-
tures, stif and unreal. They speak and
act abruptly, crudely, like puppets
locking flesh and blood. Alan Poton's
Black priest in “Cry the Beloved
Country” is o sentimentolised White
do-gooder with o Bladk haobit, o sort
of religious Bladk-and-White minstrol.
Such creative foilures are inevitable
; in o divided society.

A subsidiory problem for the South
African writer is — for whom does he
write? What is the market for his
work? To whom does he oddress
himself. This is partly a question of
longuage. The African who writes in
his mother tongue, even the Afrikaner,
starts with o tremendous handicap by
comparison with the English-speaking
South Africon who has a world lan-
guoge ot his disposal. It is portly a
Question of economics. Book produc-
tion for o tiny market is unprofitable.

B:rl above all it is o question of otti-
tudes. The political and literary lingua
franca of Blodk South Africa is English,
which enables all Africans to commu-
nicate with one onother ocross the
ethnic border, and alse to address

whites in their own country o'
obrood. Paradoxically .the group whizh
suffers most from apartheid in cultur:
is the Afrikaner tribe, who are th-
mosi isoloted in their own homelard
in which they enjoy politicol hegemony.
Akrikoans as the language of the con-
queror, the odministrator, the police-
man, soldier Jlocation superintendent
ond poss officer is detested by the
non-Afrikoans majority in South Africo.

The newspapers which are directed
towards the Africon market - evon
those owned by supporters of the No-
tionalist Government — are written ir
English. S0 are most of the books
produced by non-Afrikoons writers.

Some Fight Back

Today, we notice o new phenomenon:

A section of the Afrikaans intelligent-
sio are finding it more and more dif-
ficult to speak to their own people be-
couse they find themselves out oi
sympathy with its ojectives. Moral
conflict has olmost destroyed o writer
like Uys Krige, who loves his languoge
and its heritoge, but finds himself not
only unable but possibly olso unwil-
ling any longer to communicate with
his fellow-Afrikaners who are moving
in o direction where he cannot fol-
low. The poet Breyten Breytenbach,
because he married a Vietnamese
woman, is unable to live in South
Africa where his morrioge would not
be recognised, and so is today an
exile in Paris though acknowledged os
the greotest Afrikoons poet of his ge-
neration. Many Afrikoans novelists
have adhieved publicotion with pa-
rables ond fontosies becouse to
handle the truth is too difficult or too

‘dangerous. And many are reduced to

silence.

The Johannesburg “Sunday Times”
wrote an October 22, 1972:— "The
completed monuscripts of severol pro-
minent Afrikoons authors are being
preserved until South Africa’s censor-
ship lows are abolished or sufficiently
reloxed to permit their publication. In
this way o treasure house of Afrikaans
literoture is being built up for the
enjoyment of future generotions.”

The poper quoted one of the leading
Afrikoans authors, Andre Brink, as
saying: “The Publications Control
Boaord and the Government, which
condones its operations, are strang-
ling Afrikoans literoture. They are
creating a desert in the development
of our culture”.

Mathan Ndledle

Brink hod hod his lotest novel “Die
Saboteurs” occepted by o British pu-
blisher for translation and publicaticn
in English, but said: "l have with-
drawn it from publicaotion abroad be-
cause | want it first to be published
in Afrikaans here, in my own country.
The book has a special meaning and
a messaoge for Afrikaners who, | fee!.
should read it first”.

There were other Afrikoans writers,
said Brink, who were grappling with
the same problem. “They are prepared
to preserve the manuscripts intoct
for publication 100 years hence il
need be, rather thon ogree to dele
tions or censorship in any other way.
In this way, contemporary literaiure
will not be lost.”

The South African Government is
spending hundreds of millions of
rand every year in its bid to keep the
South Africon peoples apart from one
another, but stronger forces, both po-
litical and economic, are forcing them
together in @ common mould. In the
ranks of the South African liberation
movement, it has been demonstrated
that South Africons of all roces,
creeds and colours can work together
as equals to odhieve their common
objective — freedom. When the apari-
heid walls have finally been broken
down, the tremendous crective forces
of the peoples of Scuth Africa will be
unleashed, not only to create a bat-
ter material word, bur also a richer
and moare piofound culture than was
ever dreamed of in *he nost
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The African MNational Congress of South Africa an-
nounces with deep regret the deoth of Alfred MHut-
chinson who died suddenly in Nigeria in mid-Octo-
ber. Altred Hutchinson, known to oll his ossociotes
simply as “"Hutch” haod gone to Nigeria eorly last
year to join the education department there after
having worked os o teacher in Englond for severol
yeors.

Borm in 1924 in the Transvool, Hutch groduoted from
Fort Hore University College and worked as o teacher
in South Africa. During the 50s he took port in the
Compaign for the Defionce of Unjust Lows and ser-
ved o term of imprisonment, os o result of which
he was victimised by the Transvoal education oauthor-
ities. He then joined the stoff of the Johonnesburg
Indion S5chool estoblished as @ community protest
against the Group Areas Act. In 1956 he was one of
the 156 occused in the famous Treason Trial. During
the period of the State of Emergency declored at the
time of the Sharpeville mossacre in 1960, Hutchinson
escoped from South Africo ond mode his woy to
Ghana ond aofter a period in Africoa came to England
where he worked in Brighton and then in London os
o teacher.

However, Alfred Hutchinson was best known as o
writer and many of his short stories oppeored in
South Africa in such magotines os “Fighting Tolk™
ond the newspoper “"Mew Age” bonned in 1962 by
the South African government. As a writer his short
‘stories were full of life of the oppressed Africon
people of his country, dealt with greot compassion
ond brilliant imogery. His work was published in
collections outside his own country and his major
work wos "Kood to Ghana” published shortly after
he left to go into exile, which, apart from being an
account of his escape from South Alrica, wos olso
in o way o personal testoment.

Unfertunately for the South Africon literary scene,
Hutchinson did not pursue his literary coreer as
fully as would have been hoped while in Europe,
ond it wos anticipoted that his return to Africa would
stimulate further writing. Alfred Hutchinson's passing
has therefore left o losting gop n South Alricon li-
terary life, ond for all who know him the obsence of
his tall, powerful and jovial personality will always be
remarked with regret.

We reprint hereunder a briel report on the famous
Treason Trial of 1956 which was written by Hutch while
in the dock and published in FIGHTING TALK, vol 10.
No 12, February 1957 ...

IT COULD
NEVER BE
iNVAIN

Sometimes it is the "sunset touch” - the splash of sunlight
trembling on the wall = that brings intimations of the oul-
side world. Another doy sunk. The business of living goes
on; must go on. At his hour the smoke of evening fires
hangs thick in the location air, thick like the voices of the
children ot the end of their play. It is the hour of the tot-
tering ride in the pocked train, the bus crazily swaying. At
the end of the journey is home. But the cell is not desolote.
A gome of "Spoof”, an argument, writing home, physical
jerks - these bring forgetfulness of the doys of waiting thot
lie ohead. The splash of sunlight dies on the wall and the
d::l'r ripples to o close. Night sets in ond memories come
alive,

“Holt who goes therel” The challenge rings in the gquiet
night. The gosp. the surprise, and the words roll in the
night. “All's well ...". The words of assurance ring stran-
gely unnecessary in the fostness of the Fort. You are olone.
You think of Achie's little Zido who osked him to bring
bugs and lice home . . . "Healt . . .” Nothing but the night
marking on, and one doy less of waiting. December
S5th 1958, The newspaopers scream: “"High Treason™. Down
swoop and country-wide orrests. It is the tolk in the bus,
in the train, ot the street-corner ... At school, it is o doy
ol waiting: waiting for an unknown footall and of silent
preparation, Perhaps ... The next day comes the foothall.
The tremulous “Alriko” os the cdhildren soy goodbye.
I remember the unmarked examination scripts ... ’

Marshall Square. The key rattles in the lock and the heovy
door swings open. Blankets in hond | stumble into the
dusk and fetid smell. A number of men are lying or sit
ting on the grey smelly blonkets, woiting for the mormow.
Paoss, permit, curfew, theft . .. But mostly Pass. “Things will
come right ..." | marvel ot the man whose fount of hope
haos not dried up. The cell is slowly filling, the rottling door
announces a new arrival. A group of boys noisily recouni
their odventures in Bethal ond the potato fields. They are
afraid, for all their big talk. Slowly the cell tokes on the
oppearance of a club, o rendezous. Friends meet: | am
alone,

Henry Nxumolo and the nose-crinkling smile. Henry com-
ploining of the difficulty of getting orrested. On the trod
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of onother story? The smile ogain. The notty bow tie and
Henry os dopper as on the previous doy. A few weeks lo-
ter Henry is dead: He will not follow another story.

The cement floor is o huge vompire, sucking all warmth
from the body. You squirm but there is no respite from the
lice. The cell is o tortured symphony of scratching. Perhops
lice are os much o port of gool os the horshness, the
bewilderment, the jog-trotting .the stench, the bonging
‘ponderous doors, the perpetual lining up, the counting ond
recounting . ..

| am woiting in a cell ot the Magistrote's Court. | used 10
think thot pocing cells was theotrical stuff. Now | am
doing the same. Will the waiting ever come to on end? It
ends ond | am among friends ogoin. Is this onother Con-

ress of the People - drowing all South Africons together?

ow we are swinging in the huge singing and | am singing
wo: lzokunyothela i Afrika ... Akriko will tromple you un-
derfoot. Unrepentant. People seen through the mesh: su.
prise ond downing understonding. The thumb roised in
reply. Mayibuye i Afrika!

The Fort is in Johannesburg, but it could be anywhere in
the lond. The high wolls, the locks and keys, cut off Johon.-
nesburg: its sounds, its life. There is o potch of sky ... but
men have no wings. From the general Hospital it resembles
a mound, o huge molehill, o subterronean loir. Impregn-
able, o fastness of retribution.

The Minister of Justice hos ploced the figure ot two hun-
dred: The Fort has room for many more.

Who will be next? More come. singing and in groups.
Woalter, Moses, Ruth, Duma, Rusty, Jock, Ismail Meer . . .
Children suddenly orphaned. The morning and evening
popers bring drifts of the outside world. There is wide-
spread agitation, a ferment. Things are hoppening, things
are being done: o protest meeting in Sophiotown, o treo-
son fund ... At seven o'clock every morning Baoblo's grufl
voice, onnouncing breokfost. We do not want . ..

Visiting day is on institution, o froud, o form of lung exer-
cise. Your visitor is three feet owoy, ocross o no-man's
land. You stand in line and wait for the order to speak.

Mass demon-
stration
against

Treason Trial -

Two dozen heorts are crying for expression, for news. It is
Babel let loose. It is o question of the survival of the lou-
dest voice, of tolking your neighbour into submission.

A fortnight of waiting. The fraternity of strong men in the
“lower house” building muscles ... Joe Modise in his
enthusiosm landing up in the prison hospitol. Robert Resha
taking longer rests than exercise spells. “General China™
Chamile whittling ot his wooden spoons. Mosie Moolla
constantly posing in the hope that Alex Lo Guma will deign
to sketch him. Dr. Naicker and his “small walks”, The pe-
rennial youthfulness of Rev. Gawe, found where the song
is thickest and the dancing most spirited ... And Mini's
glorious voice riding the sea of song like an unerring pilot
homeward-bound.

The joint sessions ol the “upper” and “lower” house are
on inspiration ... Rev. Colota speaking on music: Prof.
Motthews on the Americon Negro; Dr. Letele on African
medicine; Debi Singh outling the history of the struggles
of the Indian people ... Chief Luthuli joining hands in de-
dication ond rededication to the fight for freedom. And
then the burst of song, beginning sometimes as o solitory
voice and gothering strength until it is on irresistible
torrent moking the walls ring with sound.

But the jog-trotting, frightened youths stob the heart.
Hounded, assoulted . .. It cannot be endured. We protest.
For the prison is run by the prisoners and the strongoim
men ore the bosses. After our protest things improve . . .
Tomorrow, December 19th, is “Treason Doy”. The days of
woiting ore drowing to on end. A tide of excitement is
rising. Bail or no bail we will leove the Fort for a while.
“Haltwhogoesthere!” Only the night marching to the mor-
roww | |

And now we are in the swinging kwelo-kwela ogain, We
have met our Europeaon comrodes-in-arms ofter doys of
separation. The world is lovely though seen through mesh
... There are crowds, huge crowds, outside the Drill Hall
and their warmth beots on you like strong sunlight afte
rain-plonting life. And you know, as you never knew be.
for, that you could never be lost: that if you fell another
would toke your ploce: thot the struggle could never be -
lost. It could never hove been in vain.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

A Reply to Dan Crowe on ...

Black

Consciousness
from Arnold Selby

In reading Comrode Don Crowe's
thoughts on Bladk Consciousness
| was struck by the fact that he does
not once mention the African Natio-
nal Congress, which heads the revo-
lutionary struggle for the liberation of
our beloved South Africa, and the
Freedom Charter.

The African MNational Congress is the
orgonisation of the people. It is the
true representative of the aspirotions
of the Africon people for national li-
beration. At the some time the ANC
represents the jrue interests of all
those who know South Africo as their
motherlond — whether they know it or
not or whether they like it or not. The
only alternative to the present rocist
foscist dictotorship in South Africo is
an African National Congress Govern-
ment.

The Freedom Charter, the blueprint
for o future ANC government in South
Africa, was drown up at Kliptown in
1955 by the most representotive
gathering ever held in the history of
our beloved country. To ignore the
Freedom Charter is to ignore the voice
ond demands roised by the people
in 1955. The Freedom Charter cannot
be changed in its fundomentals or
revoked without the authority of the
people. This blueprint is as valid to-
day as it was when aodopted in 1955.

The preamble to the Freedom Charter
opens with the following words:-

“We, the people of South Africa, de-
clare for oll our country and the
world to know that South Africa be-
longs to all who live in it, Block ond
White, and that no government can
justly claim authority unless it is ba-
sed on the will of the people™.

In explaining this, the book Apartheid,
edited by Alex Lo Guma, says: (Poge
231):-

“The expression ‘South Africa belongs
to all who live in it, Black ond White",
embodies the historic principle which
charocterised the policy of the African
National Congress towards the
peoples who hove settled in the post
centuries”,

In our struggle for o free ond happy
South Africo we have the full support
of the socialist countries, the indepen-
dent African states and other forces
of the world onti-imperialist movement.
Thus our fight is bosed on on anti-
imperialist ideology ond international
solidarity.

S0 when analysing the South African
situation one is bound to arrive ot
wrong conclusions if one does not
toke into occount the leading revolu-
tionary role of the Africon National
Congress. onti-imperiolism ond inter-
national solidarity, ond the demonds
of the Freedom Charter.

Of course, one must not ignore the
formation of the Blodk Peoples’ Con-
vention at home. Indeed the ANC
must do everything possible to encou-
rage the BPC in mobilising its fol-
lowers ogainst the white foscist dicta-
torship. In doing so the BPC i d:m
ever closer to the struggle for
lisation of the principles of llu Free-
dom Charter. This is realised in the fur-

noce of the doy-to-doy struggle ogoinst
apartheid. And wherever this struggle
takes ploce and no motter whot the
circumstonces one finds the ANC, its
spirit ond its influence.

However, ithnntnnlrﬂuﬂl‘ﬂ which
must be supported. The role of the
Coloured Lobour Porty, even though
for the moment it is reluctontly wor-
king on a dummy body. in the fight
against the iron heel of Pretorio must
be encouraged. Wﬂ_ exper-
ience of everyday life ond phunnb
volutionary guidonce by the
ncﬁvhruitlmﬂnhmﬂlnhumrmﬁ
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tustan leaoders, too, connot be ignc-
red. In their discontent ond demonds
for lorger Bontustons and real inde-
pendence the process of consistent
revolutionary struggle con dearly
expose to them the froud of Bon-
tustons ond that there con be no k-
beration, blessed by Pretorio, in o
number of small podiets in the coun-
try.

All this serves the couse of the South
Africa revolution, led by the ANC, and
hos nothing to do with “Block Con-
sciousness’, "Block Power”, and simi-
lor slogans. It is true thot these slo-
gons hove been used by potriots and
progressives to promote the revolu-
tion, but it is equally true that in vo-
rious guises these ond similor slogons
have also, in greater proportions,
been used by reactionaries to propa-
gaote racial exclusiveness aond other
couses harmful to the revolution.

In dealing with the question as to
whether white revolutionaries, whom
Comrade Don Crowe colls well-
meaning whites, should be accepted
into the mainstream of the South Al-
rican revolution, Comraode Dan Crowe
says that they should work among
their own people. Quite so. But then
Comrade Dan Crowe is not advoco-
ting onything new. Before it was ban-
ned the Congress of Democrots was
doing work among the white populo-
tion. Indeed COD wos formed on the
advice of the African National Con-
gress to corry out this octivity. No
doubt, today white revolutionaries ol
the COD stomp continue to work
among the white population wherever
ond whenever possible.

In his odvococy of white revolutiona-
ries aiming their octivities ot the white
population Comrade Dan Crowe is
vogue. Does he mean that they do
this in isolation from the mainstream
of the South African revolution? if so.
then he is putting forward the idea of
racial seporoteness in the revolutio-
nary movement. In working among the
whites, white revolutionaries do so os
a component part of the South Alri-
con revolution under the guidonce of
and subjected to the discipline of the
African National Congress. But white
revolutionaries working omong whites
should not be a hard and fast rule
for here again this con lead to rociol
separoteness — the very thing we are
fighting to destroy. There are times
ond circumstonces when Alfricon
leadership con guide white octivity
into positive channels. The recent stu-
dents unrest with its demonstrqtions
and strikes is on example for this. Al
all times the liberation struggle in
South Africa, led by the Africon No-
tional Congress, is a revolution heo-
ded by Africans.



Comrode Dan Crowe soys that the go-
vernment in South Africo is represen-
tative of the whites becouse it is elec-
ted by them. But he stops there. So
let us toke this o little further. White
dictotorship in our contry is the instru-
ment of the imperiglist copitalist mo-
nopolies who ore the real rulers of
our beloved country. It is they who
keep the white foscist dictotorship in
r. If the caopitalist monopolies
could find o way to continue their
super exploitotion of Africon lobour
ot home, if they could find a way to
continue reoping their super profits
without using the white minority as
their instrument they would drop white
South Africo like a hot potato. When
one understonds this, one can see the
role of imperialism, particularly British
imperialism in South Africa. This also
shows thot our fight is not isclated
but part and parcel of the world-wide
anti-imperialist struggle.

The whole kernel of Comrade Dan
Crowe's argument is to be found in
his concluding remarks. He writes:—

“Are the young fighters after the
bottle going to be saotisfied to ex-
change the present type of South Afri-
can colonialism for @ new type of
neo-colonialism, with our erstwhile

In the course of a
published

tmiﬂmuurudnhmi.ﬁshmhup;
pened in some other ports of Aklica?
I think not!™ ¥

This requires o little looking into. In
independent Africo, with the excep-
tion of countries like Guinea and Al-
gerio, there wos o tronsition period
with the Africon governments moul-
ding the former colonial apporotus
into the stote mochine. From here
some governments odopted progres-
sive policies while others moved olong
conservative lines. There have been
coups and counter-coups. But whether
independent Africon stotes are follo-
wing o progressive of conservative
course they all ~hare one common
foctor. Eoch one, in diferent forms or
varying degrees, is involved in o bitter
struggle ogoinst the neo-coloniolist
octivities of the copitolist monopolies.
This struggle in spite of different ap-
proaches is on important foctor in
promoting the couse of Africon unity.
Recent exaomples of this aore Africo's
rejection of diclogue with the Preto-
rio racists, the froternal oid rendered
to the Republic of Equotorial Guineo
by a number of African states when
the imperialists stoged on economic
blockode and recolled oll their spe-
cialists in order to poralyse that

country's economic development And

last but not least the African states
come out in support of the Republic
of Guinea during the Portuguese

ogression in 1970.

With the eventuol triumph of our re-
volution in South Africa, there will be
no toking over of the old stote oppo-
rotus. Our revolution will completely
destroy the old stote madhvine in all
spheres from top to bottom. The new
masters of the new stote machine will
be drown from the masses. This
meons thot the new state madhine
will be in the main run by people
who have not had the advontages of
a high stondard of education. But
they will be able to do the job while
leoming, teadhing and working. And
a revolutionary ANC government will
give the guidonce ond inspire the
confidence in carrying out this tosk.

In this our people, supported by the
world's onti-imperialist forces, will
adhieve amazing results.

The keynote in our revolutionary
struggle for a free and happy South
Alrico is not Block Consciousness or
Block Power but on onti-imperialist
ideology based on the principle of
international solidarity.

All power to the people!

in ANGOLA IN ARMS,
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the liberation struggle in Africa.

Agostino Neto
on the ...

Domino
Theory

Vol. 4, No. 2, Dr. Agostino Neto, Fre-
sident of the People's Movement for
the Liberation of Angola (MPLA), was
asked the following question by the
interviewer:

The increasing tendency to give prio-
rity to putting pressure on Portugol as
the potentially weokest link in the
Southern African power structure was
noticeable ot the recent OAU summit
ot Robot. This seems to imply accep-
tance of a “domino theory™ - once
Guinea Bissou falls, it can only be a
motter of time before Mocombique,
Angola, Zimbobwe, MNomibic ond
South Africo are also liberated.

Some South Africon freedom fighters
are known to be unhappy about this
theory since it does not toke into
account Vorster's need to protect
South Africon capital, and border se-
curity, and thus the probability that he
will intervene militarily to stop the
liberation processes in other countries.
Whot are your views on the subject?

Neto: Our idea in MPLA is thot it is

There ore severol divisive tendencies
in the Continent — trying to separote
the liberotion movements from the in-
dependenmt  African Stotes, for
exomple, ond trying to seporate the
Portuguese colonies from other domi-
nated countries thot ore not fighting
with arms. It is necessary to open dif-
ferent fronts in Alfrico; to fight in
Rhodesia, South Africa and so on ...
¥ not we shall always be in o weak
position. | don't ogree that it is ne-
cessary to liberate first one country,
then to go on to another. It is ne-
cessary to struggle everywhere using
every means possible.

if independent Alfrican countries,
mainly those with resources, like
Kenya and the lvory Coast, consider
the struggles of those countries thot
ore still dominoted as their own
struggle and give full support to the
liberotion movements, this would ob-
viously moke thi o lot easier and

the enemy from diferent
points, would foce defeat sooner.




HISTORY SPEAKS
FOR FREEDOM

FROM PROTEST TO CHALLENGE

(A documtary history of African politics
in South Africa 1882—-1964)

Volume 1 Protest and Hope 1882-1934
by Sheridan Johns.
Hoover Institution Press. US.A.

Here is the story of the genesis and development of the
struggle of the Africon people in the modern period and
in the setting of the political forms of control imposed
by white domination. It is a story told, not in the some-
times artificial terms of the historian, but in the dramatic
orgininal documents of the actors.

The drama is there because the situation was critical;
the language of the writers is poignant and deeply ex-
pressive becouse their very existence was at stake: and
we are carried through the long history of the white
man's dissimulation, betrayal and deliberate oppression
by the utterances of the men who sow unfolding before
their eyes the concentroted power of a white state which
was ever improving its funtion of domination.

The story opens in the late nineteenth century when the
military power of the African people hod been broken
and when the new conditions brought aboui by the or-
ganisation ol white power in new political institutions
imposed on the Africon people new ways of combatting
the White man's rule. We see how Africans were obliged
to cast about for channel. of protest within the new
framework, how they sought to develop o new all-
African unity, how they tried tc win allies among the
Whites, and how they tried out various forms of struggle
when their representations went unheeded. This is o
history rich in events of the most stirring kind and we
are moved all the more when we are forced badk to the
realization thot the struggles of the present day have
long. long roots in the destiny of o people who have
striven ceaselessly to live in lreedom in the land of their
birth.
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Reviewers
do not necessarily
reflect the views
of the

African National
Congresss

The editors of this SE'J:iES. Thomas Karis ond Gwendolyn
Carter, have provided us with a great archive,

In this the first of three volumes consisting almost entirely
of original documents of African political leaders and
movements, we hove o unigue opportunity to savour the
authentic voice of African protest and test the theories
and notions we have grown up with. The documents will
enable us to reinterpret some of the events which politi-
cal folk-lore hos mystified ond to recssess their impor-
tonce in the history of South Africa. The opportunity
ought not to be missed. The first section comprises do-
cuments up to the Act of Union in 1910. There are ex-
tracts from editorials from the first African newspapers in
which we find bitter descriptions of living conditions to-
gether with political exhortation to combine in the foce
of oppression. “In fighting for national rights, we must
fight together”, soys the extract from Imbumba Yoma
Africo of 1883, o poper dedicoted to African unity. But
there are also documents like Petitions to Queen Victo-
rio in 1887 which are coudhed in the most modest terms
and which seek some relief from o supposedly generous
sovereign. The explonation is of course that the African
people were deeply perturbed ot the growing power of
the settlers ond ot the cleor signs of Britain's impending
extrication from the mechonisms of control in South
Africa. Alarmed ot the prospect of White consolidation.
(“responsible government hos been prematurely granted
to the colonies”) the South Africon Naotive Congress
which wos founded in 1902 and waos in some ways the
precursor of the African National Congress, said that if
Matal and the Tronsvoal were an indicotion of what the
future has in store for all Africons, it would be preferable
for the British Crown to retoin control. Clearly the Ahi-
cons feared o settler government and they continued to
maoke representotions to Britoin agoinst this eventuality.

However, as the prospect of British withdrowal increased,
the demand for political rights rose proportionately ond
we find the South African Mative Convention of 1909
urging “This Convention places on record its strong ond
emphatic protest agoinst the admission of a "colour bar”
in the Union Constitution os being o real, vital basic
wrong and injustice, and respectfully pleads thot a
clouse be inserted in the “Charter” providing thot all
persons within the Union shall be entitled toe full and
equal rights and privileges subject only to the conditions
and limitations established by low and applicable alike
to all citizens without distinction of class, colour or
creed”. But there was more than supplication and verbal
protest too. We are reminded in the introduction to this
section thot it also was the period of the Bombata Re-
bellion (though no documents are ovaoilable in this con-
nection) when an impi of Zulu warriors ottacked British
troops with much initiol success though ultimately Bam-
bato was defeoted with the loss of 4000 African lives.



AFRICAN UNITY

The realization that Union was approoching brought ar
ntensificotion in the colls ior Africon unity.

The paper Imvo Zobantsundu urged thot an entirely new
chapter in South African history wos opening up in which
Africons must become united politicolly, though this par-
ticulor poper which hod some White financial support
ond wos edited by the moderote ). T. Joabavu, continued
to plead for close cooperotion with White Cape liberals.
This policy wos rejected by Africans in the rest of the
country and the South Africon Notive National Congress
(later to become the Atricon Notional Congress) was
founded without him ir Jonuary 1912,

The ANC was intended to be the “voice in the wilderness
bidding oll the dark roces of this sub-continent to come
together ...” and to “bring together into common oction
as one political people oll tribes ... to defend their
treedom, rights ond privileges ... to ogitote ond advo-
vate for the removal of the “"Colour Bar™ ...” It was not
long before it wos colled upon to bring the newfound
unity into action.

With the passing of the Notive Land Act in 1913 the cor-
ving up of South Africo’'s lond wos formalized. The prin.
ciple of territorial seporation was ot the heart of the Act
and Africon land ownership was restricted to the “sche-
duled areas” which constituted 7.3 per cent of the total
lond areo of South Africa. Congress protested strongly ot
this measure which wos seen, the editor tells us, "as pri-
morily o meosure to compel Africons to occept service
with the whites upon disadvantageous terms thot would
result not in separation but further inequitable integio-
tion.”

Thus right from the stort, government Bantustan policies
were understood to mean on intensification of oppression
and not security from White encroachment. This was por-
ticulorly obvious since the demond for Africon labour
from the reserved areas was octuelly increasing ropidly
ot the time.

The squeeze upon the lond wos occompanied by harsh
exploitotion in the urbon areas. Africons were now em-
ployed in lorge numbers in the mines and in industry.
frade unionism found its roots among Africans ond o
series of strikes broke out on the Rond ond in Cope
Town. With the growth of the urbon proletariot o new
dimension wos odded to Africaon political opposition both
from the point of view of the toctics used ond of demands
mode. In the Presidential oddress of the ANC conference
in 1919 Mr, 5. M, Mokgatho analysed how the oppressive
pass lows ossisted the exploitation of lobour. He showed
how white workers were able to combine in relative free-
dom to win increases while Africans were hounded by the
police at the first sign of protest.

The third section of the book opens with a number of
fascinating documents on the Governor-General's con-
ferences with Africoan leoders. Here, the stubborn re-
sistonce of the Africoan spokesmen to government blondi-
shments is revealed in poge ofter poge of dialogue. But,
enmeshed in the process of consultotion and represento-
tions, it seems that the ANC wos for o time locked in o
process from which it could not disengage. It was o time
of bitter denuciation of white oppression but the denun-
ciatons fell on deof eors. It wos in the oreno of trade

unionism thot the struggle then come alive. The Industrial
and Commerciol Worker's Union (ICU) set out to

highlight the demonds of Africon workers but soon come
to embrace broader demonds as well. Combining straigt
forword economic demands with challenging political
rhetoric of the copitolist chorocter of the system of ex-
ploitation and of White rule, the ICU mode ropid
heodway. The documents reveal a striking confidence
and boldness thot reflects the concrete orgonisational
work going on ot the time under the leadership of Cle-
ments Kodolie. And the stirring ochievements remained
on the record for African trode unions to marvel ot ond
strive to emulote in the years to come. And so we ore
brought to the close of this first volume which is full of
memoroble speeches ond articles and which brings mucdh
needed life to the historiography of the South African li-
berotion movement.

But something must be soid obout the work of the editor.
Eoch of the three sections are intreduced by a short
matter of foct stotement on the contents to come. The
stotements are sympathetic in the main but exception
may be token on two grounds. On the one hand there
is excessive emphasis on the non-racial principles of the
movements concerned, ond this often combined with
great stress on the “integrationist” outlook of African
leaders who "hoped for o role in the larger South Alri-
con society’.

MNow it is indisputable thot these policies were frequently
articulated by African leaders, and one must occept the
view of the introductions thot recognition by the wider
society wos porticulorly importont to leoders who had
ottained a higher educotion and were often professional
men with consideroble stotus in their own community.
But the emphasis in the editor's comments looks very
much like o need for reassurance that Africans are not
racist ond that they wont to live in o common society
as o matter of prime principle. | find this position hard to
accept. While the moderation of some of the leaders of
this period is well known, and while it is also accepted
thot many were strongly influenced by white liberals and
thus came to stote their demands in non-racial and in-
tegrotionist terms, it seems to me that one must see this
in context.

The editor tells us thot in o petition to Loendon in 1914
“Congress protested ogoinst the Notives Lond Act of
1913 ond dwelt closely upon moral and legol obligations
of the Crown to uphold non raciol principles.” (p67) Of
Mr. Makgato, the President of Congress in 1919 it is said,
“"He represented the dominant wing in the Congress
that was unprepared to compromise with the ideal of an
ultimotely non racial society.” (p.66)

Elsewhere there is o reference to the "African elite's
steadfost commitment to the ideal of o non racial South
Africa ...” (p149) ond “In its efforts to register protests
ond ochieve its integrotionist ends, ..." (p153). Of the
ICU it is said, "It held out the ultimate goal of o colour-
blind sociolist society ... for the full inclusion of the
Africon within o non racial integroted system.” (p155)

Now there ore two points to be made about this view.
First, there ought to be no need these doys to lobour the
point thot South Africons are non rocist in principle.
This kind of opologio hos appeored in numerous books
e. g. Janet Robertson’s Liberalism in South Africa and is
meaont to show thot South Africons ore nice, decent li-
berals. But the documents show thot the dynomics of
African policy were much more complex than this kind
of presentation would hove us believe. The government
of the doy was doing ils best to institute roce segregation
territorially, sociolly ond politicolly. The African leaders
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sow the threat this represented to their real situation ond
objected. They were agoinst segregotion on these terms
ond pressed their cloim for frandhise rights so thot they
could defend their interest. Furthermore, they cloimed o
stoke in whot hod become o common society
sense that the fruits of their lobour could not
scrambled ond should therefore be enjoyed by oll. This
was the sense of their “integrotionism™ ond of their “de-
sire for o role in the larger South Africon society™. Further-
more, their persistent use of white creoted institutions
for making representotions (perhops ower-use) wos pro-
bably dictoted os much by their inability to see ony other
way out os by their occeptonce of these institutions.
Given the power of the white stote whot else were the
Africans to do? Opt out? Instead, they used the chonnels
given them and in doing so inevitobly fell into formulo-
ting their greivances in terms thot seemed “integratio-
nist”. | would say thot o close reoding of the documents
reveal such o deep bitterness ond detestotion of white

rule ond its society that if there hod been any other
option Africons would hove token it rother than remain
within the White framework.

This is the woy the appeals for protection to the British

But the Basis of its Policy is not o Prior Notion of Inte-
grotionism nor is it Centred on Non-Raciolism as o Pri-

of Policy. It is Based on the Redlistic.
Assessment of the Requirements of o Policy of National
Liberation, in the xt of South African Society
Means Treating that Society as an Integrated System of
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