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s E [H “ B “ African National Congress militant, PAUL PETERSEN
(pseudonym used by Basil February) was killed in action
against the white racist forces of the Rhodesian army
in August 1967. Among his belongings was this article
Vol 6 No 7 July 1972 which formed one of a series of lectures he delivered
to members of his UMKHONTO WE SIZWE unit.
OUR REVOLUTION another of his lectures was published
in our special December 1971 — January 1972 issue.
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For any political party to achieve and
to maintain political power, it must
have the support of the majority of the
alectorate. In a democratic society
this would mean that the party in
power must have the support of the
majority of the adult population.

In 1960 the census showed South
Africa to haove a population of
15,841,000 people. In the same vyear
a Referendum was held to decide
whether South Africa was to become a
Republic. Over 50", of the electorate
participated in the Referendum. The
results showed that 850,458 people
had voted in favour of a Republic.
South Africa became a Republic be-
cause 850,458 people out of 15,841,000
had decided thot it should be sol
Clearly there can be no connection
between democracy and South Africa.

We have introduced our discussion
with a somewhat inelegant collection
of figures. We want to get to grips
with our problem. We want to analyse
the noture and the extent of the sup-
port that the MNationalist Party enjoys
in South Africa. From the figures that
we have queoted it becomes clear that
the right to decide who shall govern
the country and how they shall govern,
belongs exclusively to the 3,068,000
whites (1960 figures) in the country.
But the figures also tell us that oniy
32.3"% of the votes had gone to the
Nationalists. 775,878 people had actu-
ally voted against a Republic. The task
of this article is to take a closer look
at that section of the white population
in South Africa that keeps Vorster in
power.

THE NATIONALIST PARTY

There are approximately 1,750,000 Afri-
kaners in South Africa. The Nationa-
list Party is the party of this section of
the population. The Party was farmed
in 1914 under the leadership of Gene-
ral Hertzog as the party of those Afri-
kaners who refused to accept the idea
of a party serving both the English and
Afrikaans-speaking sections of the
(white) population.

It is not difficult to understand why
the Afrikaners could not accept the
idea of reconciliation with the English.
From the time, in 1795, when the Bri-
tish had first set foot in Scuth Africa,
there had been strife between Boer
and Briton. The inevitable climax had
come in the form of the Anglo-Boer
war. For the Boers the war was the cli-
max to “a century of wrong". "There
rose up before them . . . the memory
of the past, . . . of the thousand and

one defeots and humiliations to which

they had been subjected ever since
the British presence established itseif
in South Africa.” (Brian Bunting: THE
RISE OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN REICH
pp. 15-16). The war itself only served
to intensify the hatred of the Boer for
the British. They were chased from their
homes and their farms were burnt to
the ground. Some 26,000 Boer women
and children perished in British con-
centration camps. Ramsay MacDonald
wrote prophetically that “when every
other memory of the war will have
faded oway, the nightmare shadows of
the camps will still remain”. (Bunting
p. 17)

The growth of the Nationalist Party
from its birth in 1914 ‘until the present
is admirably dealt with by Brion Bunt-
ing in the book from which we have
olready quoted. It wos inevitable that
an organism born of hatred and fear
should grow into a deformed and re-
pulsive monster. We shall not try to
tell that unsavoury tale once more. We
need only note that, coupled with its
opposition to the British, the Nationa-
lists came to power on the basis of the
most rabid and vicious racialism. This,
more than anti-British sentiment is
what brought them te power. This ra-
cialism, as we shall attempt to show,
is what is keeping them in power. The
same racialism also contains the seeds
of their inevitable defeaot.

We have said thot the Nationalists
derive their main support from the
Afrikoans-speaking section of the
whites in South Africo. But even within
the ranks of this small section of the
population there are contradictions.
The Afrikoners do not form one un-
diffterentiated whole. Within their

ranks there are closses and, conse-
quently, class differences. At the mo-
ment these differences are hidden be.
hind the common benefit that the
white section as a whole derives from
the exploitation of the non-white
people of South Africo.

But society is not o dead, unmoving
thing. Contradictions that may at one
time be suppressed may ot another
time assert themselves with shattering
force!l

THE WHITE WORKER

The government enjoys the support of
most of the white workers in South
Africa, especially that of the Afrikaner
worker, In 1911, 80", of Afrikanerdem
was still living on the platteland. The
development of o modern economy,
however, cut into the fabric of their
simple way of life. Copitalism was pe-
netrating into the innermost pore of
South African society. Everything thot
stood in the way of the young but vigo-
rous capitalism had to perish. The
Boer with his subsistence farming was
in the way. By 1925, the number of
ruined and dispossessed "poor whites"
stood in the region of 300,000.

The Nationalist Party was formed in
the period when the ruined Boer was
starting his reluctant trek into the
towns. The towns were o hostile world
for the Boer. On arriving there the
Boer found that he did not have the
necessary skills to compete with the
immigrant white workerr He was left
to find his way in the competition with
the “Black worker”.



To add to his humiliation he also
found that his languoge was despised.
It is easy to see why he saw salvation
in the party of Hertzog.

The Nationolist Party and the other
organisations of the "volk" made it
their duty to rescue the helpless Afri-
kaner worker. Relief bodies were for-
med. There was a fierce struggle to
have the language of thel Afrikaner
accepted. The Afrikaner organisations
provided a cultural retreat for the
- homeless worker,

Over the yenrs,v therefore, the white
worker has come “tg look to the Natio-
nalist Party to protect him against the
realities of life. This was the basis of
his support for the Nationalist Party
and it remains so now.

The white worker supports the govern-
ment because the government keeps
him in o position of privilege. Job re-
servation protects him from the com-
petition of other workers. It is govern-
ment policy to see to it that the white
worker receives "white man's wages”,
In o word, government policy makes it
very difficult for a white man to be
poor!

Of course, it would be complete over-
simplification to say that the white
worker supports the government only
because that government sees to it
that he gets a good job. The white
worker undoubtedly supports the ideo-
logy of the Nationalist Party. He sup-
ports the rocialism of that Porty.

Here someone may point out that even

the outlock, the ideclogy of the white
worker is based on his privileged posi-
tion. The white worker can see that his

~privileged positon depends on a po-

licy of racial discrimination. As long
as racialism can secure his position of
privilege, he will support racialism.
From this it moy be concluded that
the white worker may be persuaded
to discard his racialist outlook if he
can be shown that racialism cannot
any longer keep him in a position of
privilege. In other words, if we accept
that the outlook of an individual de-
pends on his real situation in life, then
we must also accept that his out-
lock will change when his situation
changes.

This, in fact, is a profound truth. But
like any other truth, if it is carried to
extremes it will merely become ridicu-
lous. If we just accept this as a for-
mula, then we shall conclude that we
have merely to bring about a change
in the position of the worker and then
we shall hold ocur breath (or our thumb
if we are so inclined) and wait for the
magic change to take place. We shall
be sorely disappointed. All that will
happen is that we shall become un-
comfortable from holding our breath.

The ideclogy of people is indeed ba-
sed on their material conditions in life.
By this we mean a certain set of ideas.
For instance, a person who is oppres-
sed by others will grow to hate those
who oppress him. But the important
thing is that he will not stop hating
those who have wronged him the
moment they stop oppressing him,
That hatred will be ingrained in him.
He may even pass it on to his
children. In other words, even though
his former oppressors have long since
ceased to oppress him, even though
he may not be living in the same ploce
anymore, that person may continue to
hate them. And his children, who
might never even have seen the
people, will alse hate them.

The example has its defects but what
we wished to explain is that although
a certain outlook grows out of the
situation in which the person finds
himself, that outlook may remain with
the person long after the original

-cause has disappeared. In fact, the

outlook moy even be odopted by
others who do not even know the origi-
nal couse. These persons merely
accept the outlook of those around
them. Very few people ever stop to
think why they have a particular out-
look. A common example is the atti-
tude of mony people to communism.
Many people who hate communism
have never bothered to find out whaot
communism is. But they hate commu-
nism nevertheless.

The same thing opplies to the white
worker and his racialism. Very few
white workers, we are sure, have ever
stopped to consider why they are ra-
cialists. It is just ingrained in them
that they should hate blad people,
But they hate them all the samel In
other words, from having an eoriginal
cause, the outlook or ideclogy of the
person eventually becomes something
that can survive even after the cause
has disappeared. It leads a separate
existence, independently of the origi-
nal cause. But in spite of this, the ma-
terial conditions under which the man
lives do finally determine his outlook.
Therefore, if ha should retain the
same outlook even after the cause has
disappeared, it now becomes pos-
sible to change his outlook. All we
must bear in mind is that his outlook
will not change outomatically. MNor
will it change immediately.

Whaot are the practical conclusions to
be drawn from this? First we must see
to it that the material situation of the
person is changed. But this will only
be the beginning. .Having achieved
this, we must, by propaganda and
otherwise, hasten and help the change
in the outlook of the person.

THE MATERIAL CONDITION
OF THE WHITE WORKER

The conditions of life of the white wor-
ker are most eloquently told by the
fact thot from 1935 to 1960, the wages
of white miners (mine workers) rose
from R1,617 per year to R2,296 per
year. In the same period the cash
wages of non-white mineworkers actu-
ally declined (!) from R144 to R140.
Throughout the South African economy
the story is the same. Always we shall
find thot wide gop between the in-
come of the white worker and that of
the bladk worker. The average income
(per person) in South Africa in 1960
was R226. This figure places South
Africa between the very rich and the
very poor countries of the world. But
this figure is very deceptive to the per-
son who does not know South Africa.
Actually, when we toke a closer look,
this average income is split up in the
following way:

Whites: R&31

Asians: R133

Coloureds: RBS

Africans: R&3.

(Houghton: THE SOUTH AFRICAN

ECONOMY p. 159)

There is no need to elaborote on these
figures. In any case, the immensely
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.-"'I._,rmlgged position of the white wor-
ker in South Africa has been the sub-
ject of a considerable body of litera-
ture already. This privileged position
of the white worker has a history as
long as the industrialisation of South
Africa itself. But in 1948, with the com-
ing to power of the Nationalists Party,
their position became firmly entren-
ched.

Job reservation was made law by the
Industrial Conciliotion Act of 1956,
Under section 77 (as ocmended by
Act 11 of 1959) the Minister of Labour
may reserve certain jobs for the mem-
bers of a certain race. The purpose of
the Act was specifically to protect the
white worker from the competition of
other workers. It has resulted in a la-
bour structure which has been called
“multi-racial teams of non-competing
workers”. Furthermore, to maoke assu-
rances doubly sure, the Aet also pro-
vided for the racial exclusiveness of
Trade Unions. Moreover, the Native
Labour (Settlement of Disputes) Act
of 1953 had already made it illeggl for
African workers to go on strike.

The white worker was cosily surroun-
ded by o wall of protective legislation.
But the very fact that it was found
necessary to poss o low such os the
1956 Act, shows clearly how insecure
and vulnerable is the position of the
white worker.

South Africa is a capitalist country.
For the capitalist, the main concern is
to get as large a profit as possible. In
other words, the capitalist is interested
in exploiting the worker as much as
possible. In proctice this means that
the capitalist pays the worker as small
o0 wage as possible,

There are certain limits below which
the capitalist cannot depress the
wages of the workers. The worker
must, for instance, receive sufficient to
keep himself and his dependants alive.
Then also, the worker must be paid
enough te maintain @ certain stan-
dard of living. But neither of these con-
ditions are binding and absolute, If
conditions make it at all profitable for
him, the capitalist will do his utmost
to depress the wages of the workers
as low as possible, even below the
level of bare physical survival. In the
case where there is a large and con-
stant supply of labour, for instance,
the capitalist shows small concern for
the health of the worker because he
knows that the worker can be repla-
ced. This is the case in a highly deve-
loped and wealthy country like Ame-
rica where about 4,000,000 people are
unemployed. But the worker is espe-
cially vulnerable in a country like
South Africa where it is illegal for him
to defend himself by strike action. The

One of the first acts of the Notionalists when they came to power in 1948 was to release
Robey Liebrandt who was convicted for pro-foscist activities during the war

worker is especially vulnerable where
his Trade Unions are not recognised
and where he has no voice in the poli-
tical bodies of the country. Speaking
about the conditions of the African

people in South Africa, Comrade
Tambe (OLIVER TAMBO, President
ANC-Ed.) said thot "in the urban

areas 4 out of every 5 fomilies are
staorving. The rate is higher in country
areas The average life expec-
tancy of an African is 37-42 years.
For the whites it is 67-72 years . . .”
(Address to the International Confe-
rence on Economic Sanctions against
South Africa, London, 1964).

But if it is the aim of the capitalist to
pay the worker such o low wage, how
do we then understand the high wages

that are poid to the white workers?
Surely the capitalist cannot opprove of
this great expenditure on white waoges
it he could get the same job done at
o lower wage. True, there are laws
which prevent the capitalist from dis-
placing white labour by black labour.
But would it not be natural then to
expect the capitalist to oppose these
laws so as to bring about a more pro-
fitable state of affairs for himself?

In the beginning of industrialisation
in South Africo there wos o real eco-
nomic motive in paying white workers
a very high wage. These white workers
were immigrants who had to be attrac-
ted to South Africa to come to fill the
need for skilled labour in the country.
Meither the white nor the black wor-
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kers in South Africa had these skills.
But by 1922 the situation was beginn-
ing to change. By that time about four-
fifths of white mineworkers were Afri-
kaners. The black workers hod also
developed considerable skill already.
50 much so that the Chamber of Mines
decided to increase the number of
black workers at the expense of the
white workers. The aim of this move
was to reduce costs. In the "Rand Re-
bellion” that followed, the white wor-
kers stood up in defence of their posi-
tien, Smuts called out the armed might
of the State. During the strike the ca-
pitalists showed that their profits were
more important than the welfare of
any worker, be he bladk or white. Many
white workers were killed. Three whita
workers were hanged.

Teday, as much as in 1922, the white
worker is o luxury that the capitalist
economy cannot offord indefinitely.
We should point out here thot we are
not speaking about economies in ge-
neral but of the capitalist economy. In
other words, we are not opposed to
workers, white or black, getting a high
wage. Neither are we saying that it is
not economical to give a worker o
high wage. What we are saying is that
it is against the noture of the copita-
list economy to give any worker a high
wage.

CONTRADICTIONS BETWEEN
POLITICS AND ECONOMICS

From the point of view of the capita-
list the white worker is a luxury which

6
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he could well do without. But for the
government it is important that the
white worker should continue to get
o high wage so that the government
can be assured of the vote of the white
worker. It has been estimated thot
“civil servants and employees of state
capital number about one fifth of the
white population, constituting with
their families @ majority of the electo-
rate”. (Bunting: RISE OF THE S.A.
REICH P. 287). As G. Fasulo commen-
ted in “Fighting Talk" in 1952: "All the
MNats have to do is to keep the depen-
dants of the stote happy and they can
remain in power indefinitely . . ." And
the government has mode no secret of
its dependence on the support of the
white worker. Balthazar Vorster decla-
red in the House of Assembly in 1956
that "We know one persen only to
whom we owe an explonation, ond
that is the white worker in South
Africa, who has brought the MNationa-
list Party to the position it occupies
today and who will keep it in thaot po-
sition in the future”. (Quoted in THE
RISE OF THE S.A. REICH p. 252)

This situation represents a contradic-
tion between the copitalists and the
government, between economics ond
politics. But the business world cannot
carry its opposition (to government po-
licy) to the point of open defiance
without undermining its own interests.
On the other hand, many copitalists
fear that government policy may in the
lorg run lead to total ruin. The more
this fear aopproaches reaolity the more
the capitalist moy be expected to agi-
tate for reform,

Se far rumblings have been heard
from the mining and from the manu-

facturing industry. We shall confine
ourselves to the monufacturing indu-
stry. This is not so becouse of lack of
evidence of the desire for change in
mining. We are toking manufacturing
industry because, as Professor Hough-
ton says in his study of the SOUTH
AFRICAN ECONOMY, “The import-
ance of manufacturing in the future
economic development of South Africa
cannot be too greaotly stressed be-
couse all the iIndications are thot it
must be the cornerstone of future ex-
pansion."'Manufacturing industry pro-
vided employment for 782,000 workers
in 1969. "Several government reports
have stressed the importance of build-
ing up o powerful and diversified
monufocturing  industry.” (THE S.A.
ECONOMY p. 126).

The steps proposed by the Third Inte-
rim Report of the Industrial and Agri-
cultural Requirements Commission pro-
poses, amongst other things that:

1. Better use be mode of labour, in-
cluding the increased use of Africans
in industry {my emphasis = P. P.)

2, There should be more equitable
distribution of material income.

S. H. Frankel in 1944 and Harry
Oppenheimer in 1950 both pointed
out that manufacturing industry wos
heavily dependent on mining. Oppen-
heimer pointed out that manufactur-
ing industry would have to increase its
exports to become an independent and
strong sector of the economy. “This is
really another way of saying,” soid
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ﬁppenheimer “that as a whole, indu-
stry in South Africa . . . must reduce
[ 1]

cosis.

The Viljoen Commission of 1958 pro-
posed amongst other things that:

1. The purdﬂnsing power of the popu-
lation be increased.

2 Employment opportunities be provi-
ded for the whole population.

With prophetic insistence we see the
demand for the removal of Job Reser-
vation. This, in fact, is what is meant
by providing employment opportuni-
ties for all and by moking more use of
Africans in industry. The result will be
that the white worker will be thrown
into the general labour pool. The ef-
fects of competition will be felt. The
copitalist will be free to employ an
African ot a lower wage for a job that
was formerly done by o white worker,
The demand that the purchasing power
of the population should be increased
means nothing else but thot non-
whites should receive higher waoges.
But at the same time there is o need
to reduce costs and an increase in the
wages of the non-whites will have the
effect of raising costs. '

Therefore, at the same time as the
wages of non-white workers are raised

costs of production will have to be re-
duced.

One way of reducing costs will be to
make more intelligent use of the
labour force. The worker must be allo-
wed to develop certain skills. This
means that migratory labour workers
who have acquired certain skills must
leave and other unskilled and untrai-
ned workers come to take their place.
This is obviously a wasteful practice.
The worker must be allowed to settle
near his place of employment. He
must have better living conditions.

Costs will also be reduced by replac-
ing white workers by non-whites. (We
must stress again that this is not the
policy of the African National Con-
gress, nor of any progressive organi-
sation. We are here trying to see how
the capitalist will reason. Our own aim
is not to reduce the white worker to
the starvation level at which the Afri-
can worker must at present survive.
Our main aim is to raise the Africon
worker to the level that the white wor-
ker enjoys at the present moment.)

The needs of the developing economy
demand the measures that we have
enumerated above. And these changes
threaten the privileged position of the
white worker. |f these changes are im-
plemented, the white worker, in com-

mon with the other workers in South
Africa, will suffer the fote of the wor-
ker in o capitalist society.

We must not conclude from this that
we must merely sit back and wait for
the change to toke place. What we
have shown here is thaot tendencies
toward change exists. We have shown
that these tendencies are backed by
powerful industrial and financial for-
ces in South Africa. We have shown
that contradictions exist between the
economic laws thaot operate in South
Africa and the policy of the govern-
ment. The government will try (is try-
ing) to suppress these contradictions.
It may even be successful for a time.
But the government cannot remove
these contradictions. The contradic-
tions will only grow sharper.

THE BEHAVIOUR OF THE
WHITE WORKER UNDER
CHANGING CONDITIONS

We are not going to assume the
mantle of the prophet and try to pre-
dict exactly what path the white wor-
ker will follow.

At best we can indicate the possible
paths and indicate how we might in-
fluence the development in the think-
ing of the white worker.

As the attacks on his standard of living,
on his social position and on his mate-
rial position as a whole become more
real and effective, the white worker
will be forced to adept o certain
course of action to save himself from

Balthozor Vorster = Prime Minister



complete ruin. In our opinion there
are two possible courses of action
open to him. The first is a drift into a
more reactionary position. The privile-
ged position of the white worker is
completely bound up with the future
of the Nationalist Party. The attacks
on his position will, therefore, come in
the form of attocks on the Nationalist
Party. The attacks on the Nationalist
Party are not deliberately directed
against the white worker as such. To
the white worker, however, it will seem
as if he is the object of the attack. The
government is fully aware of this. It
encourages the white worker in his
fear of “swart gevaar” (“Black Dan-
ger)”. And os the crisis becomes more
intense, the propaganda of the Natio-
nalists will correspondingly increase.
The ‘laager’ will be drawn tighter.

The success of the Nationalist Party
propaganda will depend on the extent
to which the white worker can be con-
vinced thot the regime is invincible.
Nationalist Party propaganda will be
successful if the white worker can be
convinced that the government will be
able to overcome the crisis. If the
white worker can be convinced that
the government is invincible, the white
worker will be prepared to make sa-
crifices. In any case, the white worker
will reason, the sacrifices will be only
temporary.

The MNationalist Party starts off at an
advantage. Their propaganda will not
be falling on virgin ears. The Afrikaner
is steeped in racialist ideology. He is
steeped in the idea of the "God-
given” task of the Afrikaner to rule the
country- The Church, the school and
every other influence to which he has
been subjected has convinced the
Afrikaner of his Holy Mission in South
Africa. The white worker, especially
the Afrikaner, will therefore, support
the Nationalist Party. He will support
it not only because the MNationalist
Party promises to rescue him from the
crisis but alse because he is filled
with hatred for the black man. He will
be o good target for Nationalist pro-
paganda. The Nationalists will try to
convince him that it is the bladk man
who has caused him to land in such
a critical situation. There will be the
old scare-story of the “swart gevaar".
If this propaganda succeeds the atten-
tion of the white worker will be turned
from the real cause of his misery. His
anger will be turned against the black
man. This will be a masterstroke for
the government. We must remember
that it is the policy of the Nationalist
Party ‘that has brought about the
crisis in South Africa. The MNationalist
Party is. therefore, responsible for the

B

critical situation in which the white
worker will find himself. If the white
worker could understand this he
would direct his anger against the
government. But the Nationalist Party,
with its propaganda of the “swart ge-
vaar” and the Christion mission of the
Afrikaner, is turning the ottention of
the white worker away from the real
couse of his troubles. But not only
this. At the same time the Nationalists

~are succeeding in turning the anger

of the white worker ogainst the pro-
gressive forces.

EXCLUSIVELY REMOTE

Furthermore, the apparent noture of
the revolution antagonises the white
worker. The revelution is, of course,
democratic and aimed at a non-racial
society. But by the nature of South
African society it takes the form of o
struggle between black and white, The
white worker cannot be expected to be
bubbling over with enthusiasm to
listen to people whe appear to him
to be intent on destroying him. More-
over, revolution does not take place in
a laboratory with someone to waotch
over it in case something goes wrong
Revolution is made by people, people
with feelings, with hatred and bitter-
ness and a long memory.

History has many examples where the
ruling classes used this trick. Hitler
perfected the art when he turned the
anger and frustration of the German
people against the Jews. The whole of
German history during the reign of the
Fiihrer is very instructive from the real
cause of their discontent and used for
the most reactionary purposes.

We see, therefore, that although the
worsening in the condition of the
white worker will lay the basis for a
change in his outlook it can alse be
used to make him an even more fana-
tic supporter of the Nationalist regime.
This should serve as a warning to
those who see life as a simple process
of cause and effect.

The revolutionary in this situation has
a twofold tosk. He must prevent the
white worker from throwing in his lot
with the Vorster regime. He must
also try to convince as many white
workers as possible that they should
side with the revolution.

These are very difficult tasks. In fact
they are so difficult that most South
Africans would not even bother to try.
It the first place, the Afrikaner worker
is going to prove a very unwilling
listener to our propaganda. And even
then, as we have already explained,
a man’s outlock does not change over-
night.

The white worker is so exclusively re-
mote that it is very difficult to reach
him. Even apart from mere reveolutio-
nary prepaganda, the majority of the
white workers do not even read the
English press. In other words, the
white worker is constantly at the
mercy of Nationalist propaganda thot
reaches him through the pages of the
Afrikoans press. Trade Unions are ra-
cially divided, there are Group Areas.
Above all there is the thick loyer of
racialism thot only thickens over the
years.

NOTORIOUSLY
REACTIONARY

There are similarities between the
white workers and the workers in an
imperialist country. The workers in
such a country too get some small
portion of the benefits of the exploito-
tion of the colonial country. It is not
surprising, therefore, to find that work-
ing class leaders in such countries are
notoriously reactionary as far as their
attitude to the colony is concerned.
But it is, nevertheless, the duty of the
progressive workers in their ranks to
explain to them that they should asso-
ciaote themselves with the struggle of
the colonially exploited people. They
must be shown that the colonial
people and themselves have the some
enemy. Working class solidarity must
be forged, ocross the waves as it
were, between the workers of the
exploiting and those of the exploited
country.

But although there are similarities, we
must bear in mind that there are fac-
tors which make the task of the South
African revolutionary infinitely more
difficult. Qutstanding amongst these
difficulties are racialism and the fear
of the black man that has so conscien-
tiously been instilled into the minds of
the white workers,

On the whole the prospect looks grim.
But we must not despair entirely. Pro-
paganda must be consistently direc-
ted ot the white workers. The noture of
the revolution must be explained to
them. It must be made clear that ours
is not a racial struggle. It must be
made clear that there is o ploce for
all in o democratic society such as that
for which we are struggling. Above all.
their real situation and their real fu-
ture must be explained to them. It must



be mode cleor that the privileged and
ortificial position thot they enjoy at
the moment will not last for ever.

OUR WEAPON
IS OUR STRENGTH

But our main weapoen is our strength,
We will not beg the white worker. We
will not plead with the white worker.
We will not make any concessions to
the white worker. We shall be speak-
ing from a position of strength. We
must maoke it clear thot we will win:
We must make it clear that the govern-
ment will crumble before our mighty
onslaught. There must be no doubt in
the mind of the white worker about the
outcome of the revolution. He must
realise that we hold all the cards. The
future is ours. He has o place in that
future,

Coldly, scientifically and confidently
we must show him thot the regime will
crumble. We must explain to him the
trends that are at work in South Africa.
He must be quite clear in his mind that
the present state of affairs will not last.
It cannot last. He must be mode aware

Umkheonto militants ot o flag roising ceremony somewhere in the jungles

of the foct that Vorster and his band
of lying madmen can promise him
nothing but ruin and doom.

There is hope for the white worker.
Mudh will depend on -us. But in the
final analysis, the choice will be theirs.
We can do what is required of us. We
can do no more. The freedom of our
country is ot stoke.

THE AFRIKANER
INTELLECTUAL

The most outstanding thing about the
behaviour of intellectuals of any sort
is that they do not behave consistently
as o group. From the ranks of the in-
tellectuals may be drown both the
most reactionary and the most revo-
lutionary material. Some of the grea-
test revolutionaries in history have
been intellectuals. Some of the most
vicious reactionaries hove also come
from this group. This is because the
intellectuals do not form a separate
and independent closs in society. At
best they can attach themselves to the
ruling class. But some of them, in the

minority, it is true, sometimes throw in
their lot with the progressive forces.

Afrikaner intellectuals fit this pattern.
The Broederbond, according to re-
ports, consists moinly of teachers and
priests. Intellectuals are prominent in
the government. The Afrikaans univer-
sities are the founts of fascist doctrine
in South Africa.

But the intellectual, becouse of his
better education, is quick to discern
the trends in society. They are in a bet-
ter position than most to see how
things are developing. Already in the
ranks of the Afrikaner intellectuols
there hove been murmurs. The heresy
trial of Professor Geyser was a case in
point. Further defections from the po-
licy of the Afrikaans churches, notably
that of the Reverend Beyers Naude,
have taken place. There have been
other instances of prominent Afrikaner
intellectuals showing signs of worry
at the course of government policies.

With the increasing trend towaords fas-
cism, the intellectual becomes more
disturbed. Fascism restricts the ideo-
logical freedom of the intellectual. The
Publications and Entertoinments Act
of 1963 roised an outcry from the in-



tellectuals in the country, notably from
the Afrikaner intellectuals. A vigorous
correspondence was conducted in the
columns of the Nationalist newspaper,
‘Die Burger’, complaining that art, and
in particular Afrikoons art, would be
stifled.”

Prominent Afrikoans authors W. A. de
Klerk and Jan Rabie were in a delega-
tion that presented o declaration of
principles to the Minister of the Interior
which stoted that "We are deepiy
alarmed at the future of creative effort
in this country, since no frank discus-
sion or honest inquiry or spiritual
growth can be expected as long aos
the answer to such searchings may be
silenced at the outset.”

Uncertainty in the ranks of the intellec-
tuals can have o tremendous effect on
the entire political base of Mationalist
power. Bear in mind that the intellec-
tuals are the caretakers of the ideolo-
gical loyalty of the "volk”. If they, the
intellectuals, waver, others must be ex-
pected to waver with them.

As with the white worker, the outlook
and behaviour of the intellectual will
be considerably influenced by what
he considers will be the outcome of
the crisis. But the worker is in a better
position to judge for himself. Already
in 1960 the MNotionalist paper "Die
Burger” contained o leading article
which said that "History teaches us
what power resides in movements that
ore imbued with the belief that time is
on their side- And time, in superabun-
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dance, is behind the block people, who
are desirous of capturing political
contrel in Africa.”

THE FARMER

In 1958 there was a total of 104,093
farms in South Africo. "It has been
estimaoted thot some 82", of white lar-
mers are Afrikaans-speaking and the
majority of these undoubtedly support
the MNotionalist Party.” (RISE OF THE
S.A. REICH p. 279). In the 1953 elec-
tions 35 of the candidates returned for
the MNationaolist Porty were farmers
(POLITICS OF INEQUALITY p. 470).
The MNationalist Party itself is fully
aware of having its strongest ally in
the farmer. In the stotement of their
programme it says thot “while the in-
terests of the different sections of the
nation (meaning, of course, the whites
- P. P.) will all enjoy equal ottention
and care from the Government, the
existence and welfare of the rural po-
pulation will be the object of particu-
lor endeavour and concern.” (POLI.
TICS OF INEQUALITY p. 470). This is
one promise thot the Nationalist Party
has kept to the letter.

The first demand of the farmer has
been for labour and once more labour.
The figures for 1958 show that "the
actual number of persons engaged in
agriculture exceeds the combined
totals of all workers in mining, manu-
facturing and construction industries
in the country.” (THE SOUTH AFRI-
CAN ECONOMY p. 67). Of the
1,845,600 people employed in agricul-
ture, 140,600 were white, 241,300 were
Asians and Coloureds and 1,462,800
were Africans.

We can see, therefore, thot agricul-
ture, as indeed the entire economy of
South Africa, is based on black, mainly
African, labour. And it has been Go-
vernment policy to provide this lobour.
The methods used are of small con-
cern to the government. Always they
have been crude and cruel, careless
of the welfare of the people. Starva.
tion, force and the law are used inter-
changeably. Recently o prominent offi-
cial in the Prisons Department spoke
with moving concern about the labour
needs of the farmers. It wos with diffi-
culty thot this overburdened caretaker
ol both convicts and formers declared
to supply the farmers with a constant
supply of labour. But, he declared
proudly, the Prisons Department was
doing all in its power to see to it that
the needs of the farmer are met.

Oliver Tombo describes, in his address
to the Internotional Conference on
Economic Sanctions against South

Africa, how the Prisons Department
helps to “solve the problem" of the
farmer. "It is now common knowledge
that ot least one thousand Africans
per day are convicted by South Afri.
can courts for petty pass offences.
They are glso convicted for tax offen-
ces, foilure to paoy municipal rents,
breaches of numercus Government
proclomations and ordinances in
urban and rural areas, os well as con.
victions for offences the committing of
which is the inevitable result of the
drastically repressive conditions under
which Africans live.

"When all these are token into con-
sideration, the number of Africans
driven into South African jails every
doay. year in and year out, must be of
the order of 2,000. From the jails they
are distributed as convict labour to
farmers and other employers, and
payment for the lobour thus given is
made to the Government . . .”

Brion Bunting says that "conditions for
farm workers on most farms can be
described only as feudal, and have
played a predominant role in deter-
mining the maoster-race ottitude of
whites to blacks in South Africa. Most
farmers behave as though they coun-
ted their lobourers among their perso-
nal possessions.”

On could even disagree with Mr. Bun
ting in his lost remark. Persons do,
ofter oll, try to look after their personal
possessions and to preserve them. But
the former treots his workers with all
the contempt and cruelty thot is usu-
ally reserved for objects of distaste
The workers are cruelly and regularly
assaulted. They are given barely
enough to enable them to survive.
They are made to live worse than ani-
mals,

The farmer is protected in vorious ways
by the government. Price fixing, mar
keting controls and @ host of other
legislation exist to make the farmer's
lite o paradise in this world.

The importont thing is thot the revolu-
tion is resolutely ond decidedly agains!
the white farmer. Point aofter bitter
point (bitter for the farmer), our Free.
dom Charter paints the picture. "Re-
striction of lond ownership on racial
basis shall be ended and all the land
redivided amongst those who work

it . .. Freedom of movement shall be
guaranteed to all those who work the
land . . . farm workers . . . shall have

the some rights os oll others who
work” und “there shall be a forty hour
working week, a national minimum
wage, paid onnual leove and sick

leave for all workers.” (My empasis -
P. P)

Each of these demands is as o stab to



gﬂu farmer. He differs in this respect
" from the white worker and the white
" intellectual whom we haove already
discussed. The Freedom Charter does
not ottack the white workers as such.
It merely seeks to give those rights
that are ot present enjoyed only by
white workers to all workers. The same
applies to the intellectual. Those privi-
leges which are rightly his as an intel-
lectual will not be removed. They will
merely be extended to all. "All the cul-
tural treasures of mankind shall be
opened to all . . . (Freedom Charter).
The white worker and intellectual will
lose those privileges that are the resuit
of racialism. But when they lose those
privileges they will not die. IF anything,
their position will be improved. The in-
tellectual in a free and democratic so-
ciety will be free of those restrictive
effects thot are so prominent a feature
_of our present foscist society. In the
present state of affairs, for example,
not "oll the cultural treasures of man-
kind” are “open to all”. There is no
“free exchaonge of books, ideas ..."
and there is no “free contoct with
other lands.” All these demands are
contained in the Freedom Charter.
The intellectual stands to gain from
the implementation of these demands.
The white worker will cease to be the
tool of the real exploiters. He will
cease to live in isolation and insecurity,
haunted by constant fear. He wall
cease to live o life where he regards
the vast majority of society as a con-
stant threot. The white worker will be
placed in o position, with the rest of
society, to enjoy the full benefit of li-
ving in a healthy, prosperous society.
And what have they to lose, the white
worker and the intellectual? They will
lose the privilege of living apart from
the rest of humanity, scorned and de-
spised by the whole world.

They will lose the privilege of getting
more money, having better houses,
better schools, a better life than the
black pecple of South Africa. In a de-
mocratic society the government will
strive to secure everyone the best life
possible. In other words, the white
worker and intellectual will have lost
the privilege of enjoying these privi-
leges alene. In o democratic society
the government will strive to secure for
everyone the best life possible. In
other words, in a democratic society
everyone will enjoy these privileges,
including the white worker and intel-
lectual. In foct, these privileges will
cease to be privileges. They will be-
come the rights of every member of
society. In foct, therefore, the white
worker aond intellectual will have last
nothing. They will hove lost only the
right to be selfish.

The importont thing is that the white
worker and intellectual do not exploit
the people directly. Can the same be
soid of the farmer? The white farmer
is the most vicious and sodistic exploi-
ter of the people of South Africa, He
knows that the revolution means the
end for him and his species. He will
defend rociolism to the lost. He will
defend the South African regime to
the lost. He will be buried under the
ruins of thot regime.

BIG BUSINESS

The caopitalist, with the white farmer,
exploits the people of South Africa.
Government policy gives him cheap
lobour and, therefore, huge profits.
Government policy olso gives him
helplesz workers who cannot go on
strike and who cannot discbey an
order.

In spite of these choice conditions for
the * capitalists, the needs of a grow-
ing economy ore increasingly and
more insistently calling for changes in
government policy. We have already
dealt with. these maotters in another
connection. But business, therefore,
has considerable differences with the
government. But Big Business’ is also
scared of the people! It cannot oppose
the government too severely for fear
that this might weaken the government
sufficiently for the people to over-
throw it. Its oppositions to the govern-
ment, such as it is, has, therefore,
been weak ond halfhearted. It is torn
between the need for change and the
fear of changel '

But the government realises, neverthe-
less, that Big Business is merely being
oppertunistic. It realises that Big Busi-
ness needs the government to keep
the people in subjugation.

The government is, therefore, trying to

undermine the influence of non-Afri-_
kaners in the economy of the country.

The government could obvigusly not
be happy with o state of affairs where
“the dominant position in commerce,
industry and mining is still in the
hands of the English-speaking commu-
nity”". (Celin & Margaret Legum:
POWER IN 5.A.) But there are no Afri-
kaners to compete with the private fi-
nancial might of an Oppenheimer or
an Engelhard. The government’s ans-
wer to the might of non-Afrikaner pri-
vate capital hos, therefore, been the
development of State capital. In 1960
the total ossets controlled by Stote Co-
pital were estimated os being "some-
where in the neighbourhood of

£1,500,000,000. And if the assest con-
trolled by subsidiaries and firms in
partnership with Stote Capital were
added, the total would be considerably

higher”. (THE RISE OF THE S.A.
REICH. p. 287)

This development of State Capital is
colculoted to weoken the power of
anti- or even non-Afrikoner big busi-
ness. "The total of foreign caopital in-
vested in South Africo is opproximately
the some os the totol Stote caopital, but
because it is split up among many in-
stitutions, its politicol and economic
impoct is by no means as great as that
of State capital . .." (S5.A. REICH
p. 287).

The influence of possibly anti-govern-
ment Big Business is, therefore, dimi-
nishing and the 5tate is becoming
more economically powerful by the day.
The reaction of Big Business has been
to seek a closer allionce with the Stote
and with growing Afrikaner caopital in
general. An example of this tendency
is the formation of Main Street Invest-
ments as o joint venture by Anglo-

American Corporotion and Federale
Mynbou.

* Xk Xk k Xk

Revolution is only successful when the
conditions for such a revolution exist.
In this article we hove taken a lock at
the conditions in the ranks of the
ruling white minority. The article is
obviously not exhoustive and conclu-
sions drawn are not final and binding
on history. The article must be a dis-
appointment, therefore, for those who
look for final answers. It is a dis-
appeointment for which we cannot be
held responsible and for which we
consequently do not apologize.

At best, certain trends have been indi-
cated. These trends moy become more
maorked. They may also become less
pronounced. The important thing is
that they cannot be made to disappear
= except by revolution.

The final oct belongs to the people. In
the final and most dramatic act, the
stage will be occupied by the people.
And when the curtain falls, history
will have token another stride forward.

LONG LIVE THE
AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESSI

AMANDLA NGAWETHUI
MAATLA KE ARONAI
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TSI Spotlight on Aparthei

Fear Grips White S.A.

rories receive by woy of waoges, live in
segregoted encompments ond eot in-
ferior food.

White South Africans are in the grip of
all-pervading. almost parancic fear.
With increasing regularity government
and other spokesmen warn about the
threat to the countrv's security and
constantly urge the people to be vigi-
lant. During the the most recent ses-
sion of Parliament, the Minister of De-
fence indicated thot the South African
Defence force needs many more trai-
ned men '‘to cope with possible new
defence situations.” He was moving
the second reading of the Defence
Amendment Bill which he soid was
ocimed "ot improving the preparedness
and effectiveness of the Defence
Force.” A provision in the Bill would
mean that citizen force men would be
liable to o total of 56 months service,

At about the same time, the Minister
of Bantu Affairs, M. C. Botha, opening
the Coprivi Bantustoan Legislative
Council, warned that o legislative coun-
cil and so-caolled self-government for
Eastern Coprivi would not stop "ogita-
tion and terrorist infiltration.” The
Eostern Caoprivi is o restricted area
which nobody, other than the local re-
sidents, may enter without the permis-
sion of the government.

In yet another blooed and thunder
speech, this time by the Governor Ge-
neral of Mocambique, Manuel Pimen-
tol dos Sontos, speaking in Johonnes-
burg said: “There could be no slacken-
ing of the vigilance and protection of
the borders of South Africa ond Mo-
cambique, nor could there be any
compromise with subversion.” He
added that he was proud to belong to
o country which, through sacrifice and
blood shed by its youth, "held back
victoriously in Guine, Mocambique and
Angola to onslaught directed against
the essential values of the civilisation
which South Africa and Meocambique
defended.”

Meanwhile, the first trained Blaocks to
be included in the South African Po-
lice contingent for border duty have
left to their posts. Wearing jungle
combat dress, the "fighters” — mostly
Africans, but also including @ number
of Coloured and Indian police - are
the first ever Bladcks to carry automatic
ond semi-outomatic weapons. Afer
being oddressed by General Crous,
they sang the zulu version of “The Lord
Is My Shepherd”, and each received a
pocket size bible. They will no doubt
continue to receive roughly one third
to o half of whaot their white contempeo-
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Black Opposition
Grows

Black opposition to apoartheid inside
the country continues to grow. Stu-
dents ot the African Turfloop University
mode o bonfire of their diaries which
were returned to them by the univer-
sity administration ofter they had ex-
punged the policy manifesto of the all-
Black South African Students Organi-
sation (SAS0) aond o SASO inspired
declartion of student rights, which the
diories originally contained. They de-
manded thot the White Rector of the
University, Professor J. L. BoshoH re-
signs.

At the University's groduation cere-
mony soon thereafter o student leader,
Ramothibi Tiro was expelled after o
speech he made on receiving his certi-
ficate.

His speech, which the Rector described
as "disgraceful”, but containing all the
furstrations suffered by not only Block
students but by the entire Black popu-
lation of South Africa contained the
following extracts which speak for
themselves: "QOur parents have been
locked outside but white people who
cannot even cheer us hove the front
seats. My dear people, shall we ever
get o fair deal in this land, the lond of
our fathers?

“The system is foiling. We Block grao-
duotes are being colled upon to greo.
ter responsibilities in the liberation of
our people. Of what use will be our
education if we cannot help our
people in their hour of need?

“"There is one thing the Minister can-
not do; he connot ban ideas from
men's minds. The day shall come when
all shall be free to breathe the air of
freedom.”

Students Strike

On receiving the news thot one of
their leaders hod been expelled the
students en mosse stoged o sit-in ot
their College. The police moved in and
the 1,146 students whe participated in
the sit-in were expelled.

Reoction to this wos swift. The Western
Cope Coloured students came out on
strike in sympathy with the Turfloop
students. At the time of writing the
students ot Durban-Westville Indian
University whose Students Council had
resigned because they were refused
the right to join SASO, are discussing
whaot steps they should toke in support
of their compatriots in Turfloop. The
Fort Hare Africon Students Union haos
called for o general strike of all Block
students in South Africo.

We hope to be able to publish more
on this subject in our next issue.

Violence Is The Key

The whole history of South Alrica is
punctuated with violence: violence by

Students protesting against Apartheid in University Education




Chief Albert Lutuli

the white oppressors against the un-
armed and voteless Black majority. In
this situotion we hear cries for a
peaceful approach to our problems
from an increasing number of our so-
called friends. The lotest is o coll by
Roy Wilkins, a director of the U.S.
National Association for the Advance-
ment of Coloured People to the Black
people in South Africa to seek peace-
ful means to solve their problems.
A fitting reply to Wilkins and others of
his ilk who preach to us, was given by
Chief Albert Lutuli when he was dis-
missed os Chief as long ago as 1952:
. . thirty years of my life have been
spent knocking in vain, patiently, mo-
derately ond modestly at a closed and
barred door. Whaot have been t‘he
fruits of my many years of moderation?
Has there been any reciprocal tole-
rence or moderotion from the Govern-
ment, be it Mationalist or United Party?
Mol On the contrary . . ." (Full texts
of this ond other speeches by Chief
Lutuli are published in South African
Studies No 3, Published by Sechaba
Publications).
A more recent stotement made after
the Wilkins statement (not necessarily
in reply to Wilkins) was mode by the
Black Bishop of Zululand, the Rt. Reve-
rend Alpheus Zulu.
Speaking in Cope Town on May 17,
this year, Bishop Zulu soid: "Very few
whites in this country are committed
to non-vioclence. There is no reasen

why there should be any more among
Blacks. The harshness with which dis-
crimination is enforced by law and
custom makes a Black man lock naive
if he continues to talk of non-viclence
ever becoming effective.

“The only hope of survival for white
South Africans is to odjust to new
situations . . ."

Dealing with the Governments policy
of creating Bontustans, the so-called
self governing homelands for Africans,
the Bishop said, this policy was “an
aotfront and an insult” to any intelli-
gent Black man who respected himself,
loved his people and knew his his-
tory.

Inhuman Living
Conditions

Becouse of ti. :u:per exploitation of
the Blacks, the 5Scuth African White
population is considered one of the
world's most affluent. In almost every
home one will find at least one Black
servant. In very mony caoses four or
more such servants are employed: One
to look after the children, another to
cook, yet another to do the housework
and one to do the garden or drive the
family car. Until recently, white house-
holders occomodated their Block ser-
vants in o little room or rooms built at
the end of their gardens or in rooms
provided in the baosements of large
flats. However, the government in pur-
suance of its policy of removing all
Blacks from the cities has decreed that
Black servants can no longer live “on
the premises” of their white employers.
City Councils have been instructed to
provide accomodation in Black ghettoes
for these hapless thousands.

The Johannesburg City Council, con-
trolled by the United Party which we
are told is the more “progressive” of
the two major parties in the country,
has devised o grand plon to solve the
housing problem created by the go-
yarnment’s edict.

They propose, as a first step, to build
20 hostels to oaccomodate 60,000
people, The first of these hostels which
will accomodate around 3,000 women
only, regardless of whether they are
married or not has been completed ot
Alexandra Africon township where the
other hostels will also be built. No pro-
vision is made in the plan for women
with children. The plan says they live
singly. They have to, because no fa-
mily accomodation, existing or plan-
ned, is available in the cities for them.
Existing family houses in Alexandro
township are being demolished to pro-
vide the land on which these bleak,
austere structures are to be built
What is to hoppen to the present in.
habitants no one will say. Those who
wish to work in this areo will have to
break up their family lives and live se-
parately in their respective hostels. If

they have children or even a single
child they will have to go. Where? Who
cares. Certainly not the White Boas!
What are conditions like in these
hostels, Women will sleep four to o
room. The dormitories are built entirely
of concrete and are cold and imperso-
nal. The men's quarters will have 60
per cent 4-bed, 20 per cent 6-bed and
ancther 20 per cent 8-bed accomodo-
tion.

Each wing of this 20-Hostel concentra-
tion camp, con be sealed off from the
rest by o drop-gote, and the whole
ploce locked by heavy iron gotes. There
are no provisions for social contact
among the residents or their friends
from elsewhere except for a beer hall
which seots 300 people.

One does not have to be o sociologist
to predict whot living in conditions
such as these could do to the people,
but there are other aspects of this dia-
bolic plan which maokes the mind
boggle ot the callousness of the so
called more enligthtened United Farty.
First, the women will pay R5. 70 per
month for o room they are forced to
share with three others. This is equal
to over 150 per cent more than women
in older hostels pay. According to the
authorities the rents are higher be-
cause of higher building costs, Yet by
any stondards R22. 80 per month for
o room shared by four people is exhor-
bitant and smacks of the most blatant
form of rock-renting from o people
who are, by law, forced to live there.
Secondly, there are no heating facili-
ties whotever. Even though South
Africa's climate compared with Europe
is mild generally, Johannesburg's win-
ters could be extremely severe.

There are no provisions for people
wishing to provide their own heating.
Electric plugs were not put in on the
spurious grounds “that they are ioo
dangerous.” Yet daily these women
haove to use all manner of electrical
equipment in the white homes where
they work.

Thirdly, there are only five baths (small
according to one official because the
people will stay in it too long) and
three showers. Considering that wor-
kers come home only ot night, they
have only three hours in which to
wash ond both. Hordly odequote
normally for such @ large num-
ber of people. but in the summer
months one can imagine the discom-
fort thot this inodequate provision
could couse.

Lastly, the communal kitchens provi-
ded ore planned to accomodate 14
per sq. ft. per person”, and not a
single recreational facility is provided.
Let no one, who has not experienced
these inhumon and degrading condi-
tions, speok to us about finding peace-
ful metheds, for change in South
Africa. Nor must anyone ever try to
justify opartheid: Our answer will be
plain and simple: Will any City Coun-
cil in South Africa even suggest such
a plan for the sons and doughters of
White voters?
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Pawns On A Chess
Board

Qur people have been moved from
one area to another like powns on o
chess board. Settled communities,
many living in an areo for over o cen-
tury have been moved helter skelter
from where they hove been living to
another areo in order to fulfil the mad
dream of White South Africa to have
complete apartheid in the country. In
the process, the people have lost their
businesses, their homes, their places
of worship. Many have been impovri-
shed. Many have committed suicide
rather than move. A few, who could
afford to do so, have left the country.
Some who refused were moved ot the
point of @ gun and their properties
bull-dozed inte the ground.

The lotest bit of apartheid modness is
the decision of the government to move
four hundred faomilies for a second
.time in as many years. These families
now reside in two areas — Vulandondo
and Hebsland, 12 kilometers away
from Lodysmith in Natal. Now they are
to be "re-settled” 24 kilometers away
from the city, in Ezakheni.

The reason for this lotest move accord-
ing to the Bantu Affairs Commissioner
for the region is that "the move would
put the people of Vulandende and
Hobsland near Msinga, an area of the
Zulu homeland.”

The people were never asked if they
wished to move; it was decided for
them by some White master sitting in
his comfortable chair in Pretoria, the
odministrative capital of the country.

Teachers Not Paid

Hundred of African teachers appeinted
at the beginning of this year when the
school term begins, have not received
their solaries. They have been forced

White students relaxing during o break in studies

16

te live off friends and relatives. This
goes on every year when new appoint-
ment are made. One wonders whot a
white teacher would do if he was not
paid for six months!

Yet the African teacher does infinately
more than his white contemporary.

Mo Classrooms

Overcrowding is the key word in Afri-
can education. In primary schools
classrooms are shared, classrooms are
borrowed - and there are no class-
rooms ot all. Sometimes o teacher is
foced with a class of B0 or more, most
without desks. They sit on satchels,
writing on their knees, or squat over
books on the floor. Most of the children
come from large families squeezed
inte small township houses where
homework hos to be done in crowded,
noisy conditions. They have to study by
candlelight as most homes do not have
aelectricity.

In these conditions the poor teacher
has to brave on, imparting the educo-
tion our children so crove.

For all this, new teachers have to wait
for over six months before they receive
their first pay cheque.

Life Under Apartheid

LAST YEAR alone 54 persons were
killed and 233 wounded - shot by the
police "in the execution of their du-
ties.” Section 37 of the Criminal Proce-
dure Act justifies the killing by a poli-
cemen, or anyone assisting him, of a
fugitive supected (merely supected!) of
having committed o wide raonge of ol-
fences,

BLACK DOCTORS are not allowed to
treat their patients in whitestoffed
hospitals. Recently a Coloured doctor
in Qutshoorn could not treat his pri-
vate patient in the hospital. Comment-
ing on the reason for this, Dr. L. A

Munnick, in charge of hospitals in the
Cope Provincial Administration said:
“"Qur ruling is that we do not ploce
Coloured docters in o position where
they are in outhority over any white
stalf, from junior nurses upwards.”

EARTHA KITT, the American Block
entertainer who hos agreed to tour
South Africo despite oppeals and fi-
nally o decision by Block orgonisations
in South Africo to boycott her segre-
gated shows, is being given the bird
by at least one City Council. The Mao-
nagement Committee of the Bloemfon-
tein City Council has decided not to
consider an application for the City
Hall where the orgonisers hoped Kitt
will perform. The City Hall cannot be
used by Blacks, either os entertainers
or spectators unless regulations go-
verning the hire of the hall are amen-
ded. To do seo, it would mean the Ma-
nagement Committee will have to first
get their amendment to the regula-
tions before a full meeting of the
Council and then, if the Council
agrees, send it to the Administrator of
the Province for approval. The chances
of any change of heort are remote as
the aoll-White City Council will be
facing an oll-White electorate in about
nine months time when the municipal
elections are due.

MR. BUSINESS DLAMINI, aged 46, is
a Malawion. He has lived in South
Africa for 26 years. He has a South
African wife and 11 South African-born
children. Now he has to leave them ond
go back to Malawi because a Magi-
strate says he is an illegal immigrant.
At the time of writing, Mr. Dhlamini,
who has lost his job, is in joil owaiting
the outcome of an appeal.

MR. EPHRAIM LEGODI was on his way
te @ cinema one evening when he
witnessed o fracas in the course of
which one person was killed. He was
kept in prison for 109 doys before he
was brought to court to give evidence
in the murder charge that followed.

Black students relaring during n break in studies
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SOUTH AFRICA'S “SECURITY LAWS" MEAN

A PERMANENT STATE
OF TERROR

The experience of revolutions show
that it is not superior 'intelligence’ (in
the sense of information) ner even su-
perior arms, techneology, material re-
means of communication

come of history-making struggles. Ulti-
mately and decisively it is the masses
of the people who make history, and
there is no force on earth which can
defeat o people united in a just cause
and determined to achieve their free-
dom. This point was made in Sechabo
(May 1972) when discussing the wide
powers of the Bureau of State Security
(BOSS) in South Africa. In was likewise
pointed out however, thot while no
opponent of apartheid and racism in
South Africa should cllow himself to
be unduly impressed by the tremen-
dous resources and far reaching re-
sources of the Republic's vast security
services, conversely no serious revolu-
tionary should underestimate the
power of the enemy.

The police reign of terror, bolstered
and reinforced by the direct interven-
tion of the Minister of Justice and the
sweeping powers of the Security Police
who in turn derive their powers from
the network of security legislation has
resulted in South Africa having no
equal in the machinery of state oppres-
sion of the people’'s struggle for libe-
ration. It would be difficult to find
another country which today compares
with Mazi Germany in the use of re-

_pressive stote machinery.

South Africa’s security legislation
assumes thot South Africans live in o
permanent state of emergency. For the
White population basic rights have be-
come precious privileges which they
moy exercise only os long os they are
not in fundaoamental opposition to the
policies of the ruling Mational Party.
For Blacks political octivity is virtually
impossible without committing some
offence or other against the totality of
White rule.

The lows and machinery of government

in South Africa are being used to con-
solidate the economic ond sociol od-
vantages aond the political power of a
minority section of the population, and
the security system will reflect that ob-
jective, stotes o commentator in the
South African newspaper, the Rand
Daily Mail in April of this year.

“While a government committed to the
pursuit of group power and privilege
might intitially get aclong without the
use of repressive meaosures, the rising
demand for recognition of other inter-
ests will soon force it to choose bet-
ween making concessions or suppres-
sing its political opponents. Thus, “se-
curity legislation will abolish the re-
maining vestiges of liberty oand place
the Government in o position of total
power,”" says Professor Anthony Matt-
hews in his book, “Law, Order and Li-
berty in South Africa. Professor Mat-
hews is Dean of the Faculty of Low of
the University of Natal and the work
was written originolly os o thesis for
a PhD degree in 1969,

PRESERVING STATUS QUO

He pointed out that South African se-
curity legislation revealed it is as much
concerned with preserving the politi-
cal stotus quo as with acts directed
towards the overthrow of government.
Thus 'normal’ protest on the part of
non-Whites in particular, demands for
the extension of rights even within the
system, apart from more rodical de-
mands, more often than not meet with
the full power of the apartheid police
madchinery.

Since political activity by non-Whites
is now virtually impossible without the
commission of some offence or other,
any non-White programme of change
is likely to be declared a stotutory form
of communism. One must ask therefore
how longer the demands of parties in
the government's own Coloured Re-
presentotive Council, for example, will

be tolerated, or the aottitudes of the
Black People's Convention. The inqui-
ries into the activities of the Institute
of Race Relations, NUSAS, the attacks
on Churches, are all-examples of the
widespreod tentocles of South Africa's
stote security machinery and the func-
tions of the law in the preservation of
the rule of fascism in South Africa. -
Under the definition of “communism”
in the Suppression of Communism Act
it is criminal to seek political change
by programmes which include the
breach of any law.

The definitions of sabotage and terro-
rism are designed to stigmatise various
kinds of ordinary political activity as
criminal. The penalty for the breach of
these laws is a sentence ranging from
five yeors imprisonment to death. The
new crime of terrorism was introduced
in 1967, but its operation was made
retrospective to June 19462,

Under this oct somebody who orga-
nises o lawful protest march, knowing
there will be some disturbance of traf-
fic, might be guilty of terrorism since
he has committed on act which ob-
structed the free movement of traffic.
A robber might be gquilty on the
ground that he has committed an act
which wos intended to "promote by in-
timidatien, the odhievement of any
object." While any serious assault may
become terrorism becouse the accused
intended ‘'to cosue bodily injury or
endanger the sofety of ony person.
Likewise, o person who might write
lowfully to an agency of the United
Notions to suggest thot some depres-
sed community be given finoncial
assistance con alse be accused of
terrorism in that he has committed an
act in order to encourage social
change in co-operation with an inter-
national body. The Terrorism Act goes
further than the sabotage law in de-
priving the accused person of normai
procedural rights. The trial must be a
summary one without preparatory exa-
mination. The accused may not be re-
leased on bail or otherwise without
the Attorney-General's consent. The
trial must take place before a superior
court but may take place anywhere in
the Republic, regardless of where the
olleged offence wos committed. Per-
sons alleged to have committed offen-
ces under the Act, whether jointly or
severally may be tried jointly, and the
danger of prejudice to the accused in
such a joint trial is obvious. And
acquittal on the charge does not pre-
clude a further trial on different
charges arising out of the same
offence, o provision which legalises
double jeopardy.

POLITICAL TRIALS

It has become noticeable in recent
political trials in South Africa thot
many of the accused have faced trial
in courts situated in regions far from
the areo of their arrest. Thus trials of
politicals arrested in various parts of
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A typical removal scene

the Cape Province or the Transvaal
have appeared in the Pietermaritz-
burg court. Again, many political pri-
soners serving sentences have been
convicted on charges arising out of
offences of which they might have been
aquitted previously. This was seen in
the case of 17 men and five women
who were arraigned before the Su-
preme Court, Pretoria in December
1969 on charges under the Suppres-
sion of Communism Act. After the in-
dictment was withdrawn and the judge
had discharged the prisoners, they
were immediately detained. On June 18
the following year nineteen of the ori-
ginal 22 again appeared in court, to-
gether with another man, Benjamin
Romotse. After several weeks of argu-
ment the Prosecutor again announced
that the was withdrawing the charge,
and they were found MNot Guilty, with
the exception of Ramotse who was
given a seperate trial. Of the 512 new
charges which had been brought

against them, 500 were exactly the.

same as those on which they had been
found not guilty in the first trial.

Sabotoge covered in the main physi-
cal acts which had to be both wrong-
ful and wilful. The definition of terro-
rism incorporates speech, writing and
physical action, and it applies to low-
ful und unlawful acts.

The Attorney-General also acts under
the general direction of the Minister
of Justice. If the Minister ordered a
prosecution, the Attorney-General
could not legally decline to comply.
The possibility of politically directed
trials therefore becomes more obvious.
Professor Mathews says, “Law, espe-
cially criminal law, must operate
through known standards, not through
an uncontrolled persenal discretion.
When laws are stripped of their nor-
mative quality, as they are in the case
of sabotage and terrorism, we have the
shifting, haphazard rule of men instead
of the impartial standards of general
rules.”
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PERSONAL TYRANNY

A Professor Larson is quoted likewise:
"If you pass a statute which gives the
police and the executive authorities
free rein to do almost anything they
please in the way of violation of hu-
man rights, and then excuse this by
saying you will of course rely on the
discretion of the authorities not to
abuse this power, you have for all
practical purposes thrown away law
and substituted unlimited personal ty-
ranny.”

The 90-day detention clause was sus-
pended in November 1964 only to be
replaced by as more rigorously drawn
enactment authorising 180-day deten-
tion. Unlike the earlier detention pro-

vision it is a permanent measure which.

has been incorporated into the Crimi-
nal Procedure Act to remain operative
until it is repealed. Detention without
trial has thus become a regular law
of the land.

With the "enactment of the terrorism
Act came the provision for indefinite
detention without trial. This means o
detainee under that Act may now be
held without trial for life. His isoclation
from the outside world is made abso-
lute by the provision that no person is
entitled to information relating to o
obtained from the detainee. Even the
fact of detention itself may be sup-
pressed, so that parents, children,
husbands or wives are denied informa-
tion.

“Disappearance in the night,” that
dreaded phenomenon of the MNozi
state is made a reality by the law.

POLICE RULE

Hilda Bernstein, states in her “The Ter-
rorism of Torture”, The most vital
change is that today, in effect, legal

power resides not in the courts but in
the hands of the Security Police.
Judges now play a relatively insignifi-
cant role in the trial system. Basically
it is the Security Police who decide
guilt and select who is to be punished.
The role of the judge is virtually redu-
ced to the passing of sentence within
the limits laid down in the law as
agreed on by Parliament.’

The victims are token from prison cells
by the Security Police, who even find
ways of concealing how long they are
kept out of their cells under interrogo-
tion. The victims cre beaten, tortured,
threatened, terrorised, mentally confu-
sed by sleeplessness and finally the
Security Police prepare the statements
and only bring them to court after
months of solitary confinement. The
case is conducted with legal decorum.
The motions of a trial are carried
through by court officials, by prosecu.
tion, by the judge and by the defence
counsel, many of them who cautiously-
but courageously still try to expose
some of the worst police irregularities.

‘But the outcome,’ Mrs. Bernstein says,
‘rests entirely with the Security Po-
lice . .. It is the Security Police who
decide who shall be witnesses, and
who shall be accused; they work for
months to compel the accused to pro-
vide the evidence for their own tria!:
and it is they who escort the prosecu-
tion witnesses from solitary confine-
ment to the witness box, and back to
solitary confinement again.'

But basic to all South African law is of
course the important fact that non-
Whites have no say in the enactment
of laws. The executive, the administra-
tion, the judiciary all remain in the
hands of the White minority, serving
the interest of thot minority. As the
Namibian, Toive Herman Ja Toivo, told
the court before being sentenced to
life imprisonment: ‘A court can only do
justice in political cases if it under-
stands the position of those that is has
in front of it.. We know thot a court
that has not suffered in the same way
that we have, connot understand us.
This is perhaps why it is said that one
should be tried by one's equals. We
have felt from the very time of our
arrests that we are not being tried by
our equals but by our masters, and
that those who have brought us to
trial very often do not even do us the
courtesy of calling us by our surna-
mes." The justification is olways that
these methods and the presence of
the netowrk of ‘security laws' is that
they are essential for the security of
the state.

‘It is typical of the mood of war which
Naticnalist leaders have conjured up
to divert attention from needful re-
forms blocked by their policies,” says
Professor Mathews. 'The reason why
the emergency is permanent in South
Africa is that the Government is com-
mitted to maintain, not eliminate, the
fundamental deficiencies in the social
system.’



MOONANSUN, MANANGUN

Think of those at home
those in gaol

those alone
moonansun

manangun

Think of thoughts to hear
thoughts to fire

thoughts to fear
moonansun

munangun

b e e o il e e R R

Doing is an act to be
a fact o life

necessity

moonansun _
manangun

Tears are stranded on the moon
blood is storming in the sun

think and act

thought and done

MOONANsSUN mMoonansun
manangun

Nelson Mandele stitches away his life sentence
In the stork prison yard, ene line, mostly murderers or robbers, break stones, and another, mainly political prisoners, sew prison clothes
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Roy Wilkins, o black member of the U. 5. National Association for the Advance-
ment of Coloured People (NAACP) is the latest of a number of so-called anti-
racists to fall into the trap, so neatly loid by Nixon's new policy OF "“Selective
Involvement” with white governments in Africa. This invelvement, so the argu-
ment goes, is based on the false theory that friendly persuasion rather than
constant condemnation would be more likely to make the racists modify their

racial policies.

The following is o jeint statement issued by the American Committee on Africa
and the Africa Research Group on the Wilkins statement defending U. 5. busi-
ness enterprises in South Africa, made during a recent visit to the country. In
our next issue we hope to present a fuller analysis of the new Nixon Doctrine for

South Africa.

(IVIL RIGHTS RCTIVIST
REJECTS CIVIL RIGHTS

It is oppalling to learn that NAACP director Roy Wilkins
has chosen Johannesburg, South Africa as a platfoerm from
which to defend the role of U. 5. business in that segre-
gated police state. Which side is he on?

Mr. Wilkins' statement is a betrayal of the expanding
struggle of the African people for freedom and selfdeter-
mination. It is made in the foce of growing opposition in
the United States to continued goverment and private
collaboration with the racist minority regimes of Southern
Africa. It can only serve to give aid and comfort to bu-
sinesses badly needing to justify their continued exploita-
tion of the oppressed African maojority. It will give g tre-
mendous boost to the South African government, which
has been desperately seeking conciliatory blacks to im-
prove its world image.

It flies in the face of the often stated NAACF position on
South Africa, and undercuts the policies of the United
Mations and the Organization of Africa Unity.

It is hard to believe that an American civil rights leader
could have stated: “| am not advocating the violating of
lows® in South Africa, where two and a half thousand
African men and women are imprisoned daily because
they cannot avoid breaking the vicious pass lows. South
African laws have torn a million people from their homes to
enforce segregation and are splitting families every day.

South African laws specifically bar all who are not white
from participation in making the laws. No African, Asian
or Coloured has any legal means of influencing or chan-
ging such lows. Yet Mr. Wilkins says “Changes should be
made legally®.

Education for Servitude

Given the recent upsurge of octivity ocross the country
against American corporate involvement in Southern Africa,
Mr. Wilkins' sudden statememt feeds an attempt by Ame-
rican corporations to neutralize sentiments which are cal-
ling for o complete withdrawal of U. 5. cerporatiaons.
They very organization that Wilkins spoke to, the Associa-
tion of Educational and Cultural Advancement (ASSECA),
is the same organization thot Polaroid gave 15,000 Dollars
to as part of its “experiment”. Therefore, Mr. Wilkins" sta-
tement is merely a continuation of Polarcid’'s and other
corporations’ strategies to promote so-called educational
and employment gains for blacks under apartheid. What
Mr. Wilkins and Polaroid do not adknowledge is that any
amount of money, be it 15000 dollars or 15,000,000 dol-
lars, or verbal support, only serve to oid the South Afri-
can government in more efficiently educating South Afri-
can bladcks for inferiority. It is the low in South Alfrica
that all African eduction is for servitude. The government's
Bantu Eduction Act states explicitly that the “Bantu (black)
must be guided to serve his own community. There is no
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Mr. Roy Wilkins

place for him in the Europeon community aobove the level
of certain forms of labour™.

Labour Units

U. S. finance and business give powerful support to the
government. This was clear a decade ogo when aofter the
massacre at Sharpeville, foreign investors withdrew their
capital and the economy of South Africa was threatened
with collapse. An 85 million dollar credit lean from US
banks, 50 million In trade with the U5 and 23 million in
investments by US corporations turned the tide and soved
South Africa. Today, US support continues to strengthen
South Africa’s economy: IBM,s doubling its investment
and GM's expansion plans (to mention only two) play o
large role in keeping the South African economy safe and
stable.

To argue that the preservation of African jobs in U5 cor-
porations in South Africa is the crucial issue is to ignore
the central tragedy. Africans in South Africa exist only as
labour units. The white government decides how many
Africans an employer can have, what jobs they can hold,
and how long they can stay. The South African government
needs US know how and US capital and it, therefore per-
mits US businesses to employ Africans under conditions
conforming to opartheid laws. US busihess is in South
Africa becouse cheap lobour and great natural resources
provide the highest profit returns in the world, and not as
a benefactor of Africans. Withdrawal of all American bu-
siness from South Africa would strike at the white-control-
led economy, which depends on and profits from US in-
vestments. Withdrawal can aid the African forces which
bear the brunt of the struggle against opartheid.

The New York Times report closes with a dangerous fal-
lacy (not attrbuted to Wilkins) that South Africa has come
a long way, as if outside contact ond involvement had
meant better — if not yet good — conditions inside South
Africa. This is simply not true. While woges for some have
increased, the gop between white ond block wages has
actuclly widened. The post decade of increasing US in-
volvement has coincided with the destruction af the last
representation of non whites in government and the pro-
hibition of multiracial parties. It hos seen the banning of
African political parties and press and o definition of "ter-
rarism’’ which includes advocaocy of disengaogement (eco-
nomic withdrawal). Continuous political trials and punish-
ments reveal to the world an opposition that no amount
of terror is able to silence.

Until the black majority of South Africa wins basic human
and civil rights, they will remain prey to exploitation, po-
verty, and persecution regordless of the ownership of any
specific industry. Thot is the basic question. And the foct
is that US corporations by accepting and strengthening
the apartheid system are helping to postpone the day of
majority rule.



REVIEWERS DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE
EWS OF THE AFIZICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

Title: APARTHEID

A collection of writings on South African Racism by South
Africons — edited by Alex La Guma.

ssued simultoneously by Lawrence & Wishart, London, In-

ternational Publishers, New York and Seven Seas Books,
~ Berlin, 1971

- While browsing in a Berlin bookstore, a friend asked me for
@ snap opinion on the collection of South African writings
compiled by Alex La Guma. My answer was, “"The poetry
itself makes the book ‘Apartheid’ really worthwhile”. And
this is indeed certainly the case. One can read the poems
over and over again and each time find something new,
~and something inspiring — the spirit of the South African
. Revolution, the sorrows, joys and hopes of her people and
‘their hard and just struggle for a free and happy South
Africa. But there is o lot more to the book than just its
deeply moving poetry.

- Throughout the world Apartheid has become o swear word.
' One immediately associates it with brutal racial suppres-
“sion. But Apartheid is not just simply a case of white against
- black, of o white minority, with the full viclence of the state
- opparatus, ruthlessly suppressing the non-white majority
just out of sheer racial madness. Its roots, its purposes and
_its meaning go far deeper than pure racism for the sake
" of racism. Apartheid is a system. A system which feeds the
powerful copitalist monopolies, both local and foreign, and
the big landowners and also provides white South Africans
~with the highest living standard in the world by brutally
_exploiting the labour of the non-White, particularly the
 African worker. Apartheid seeks to squeeze every possible
ounce of surplus value out of the labour of the African

workers. How can one measure the misery and poverty.

which this entails for the non-White majority of the South
African populotion. In order to channel African labour
where it is required by the capitalist monopolies and the
' big land owners, an ingenious network of laws and regula-
tions have developed which control every aspect of the lives
of the non-white majority. These laws are approved of by
a parlioment consisting exclusively of whites and being
elected exclusively by whites.

In order to guarantee that this network of laws does not

break down, the Apartheid regime has created the biggest
and best equipped military and police force in Africa. It

has devised a judicial system that works like an assembly
line in o large industrial enterprise. This means a daily pri-
son poulotion of 920000 whidch is twice as much as Great
Britoin which has o far larger population. Each year some
2S00 000 are convicted for offences against the Apaortheid
network of laws. In order to ensure the continued exploita-
tion of the labour of the non-white majority South Africa
has become a fully fledged police state — a fascist dicta-
torship. And this is exactly what Apartheid is.

Alex Lo Guma's collection of South African writings does
much to expose the real meaning of Apartheid. Take for in-
stance the poem "Hands Off" by Barry Higgs. Though ob-
viously written to inspire the boycott of South African goods,
it shows how these goods are squeezed from the grinding
toil of the Africans, as illustrated by these three lines:

| thought: "Bladk hands picked this fruit for me.
But a grasping hand has whipped the effort on
And white fists with steel guns guard the tree".

This publication is certainly a valuable weapon in the hands
of all anti-Apartheid fighters. It can be used as o ready
reference and also supply immediate information and back-
ground material on almost any aspect of Apartheid, from
Bontu Education, Bantustans and the Origins of
Apartheid to the South African Revolution. The articles
“Call to Revolution” by Oliver Tambo, Acting President-Ge-
neral of the African National Congress, “The Development
of the South African Revolution” by Joe Matthews, ““The
Strategy and Tactics of the South African Revolution®, an
AMNC Political Report and “The Communist Party of South
Africa” by Michael Harmel give a deep insight into the na-
tional and class struggle in South Africa. In the paper “The
Communist Party of South Africa” the reader also gets a
glimpse of the role of the trade unions but this is not com-
pletely satisfactory and is not really the subject of that
particular report. On page 225 Michael Harmel writes, “The
determined and experienced working class of South Africa
has its own class organisations: The Congress of Trade
Unions and the workers party — the South African Commu-
nist Party”. A paper on the South African Congress of Trade
Unions and the role of the workers in the liberation struggle
would have therefore, served to enrich these writings deo-
ling with the South African revelution.

The paper “The Outward Drive, South Africa’s Military Ma-
chine”, by ). Maoto and T. Temba throws much light on
South Africa’s imperialist ambitions in Africa and is also a
damning indictment of the all-out support which the main
NATO states are giving to the apartheid regime. But
| would like to remind Messrs. Maoto and Temba that the
Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee which brought out the do-
cumentation "Bonn-—Pretoria Axis”, page 125, is the Afro-
Asion Solidarity Committee of the German Democratic Re-
public. There are Afro-Asion Solidarity Committees in other
countries and | think it is necessary that the reader should
know which particular Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee is-
sued this telling indictment.

Mining and agriculture play the predominant role in South
Africa's economy. The apartheid republic is the biggest
supplier of gold in the capitalist world, yet one does not find
a paper on the mining industry in these writings. After mi-
ning, agriculture is South Africa’s main source of exports
and a treatise on this is also missing. :

In both mining and agriculture in South Africa the exploi-
tation of the African worker is most intense. It is mining and
agriculture which form the basis of exploitation in the land
of apartheid — it is from here that the kernal of racism is
nourished and cultivated. Thus one canneot grasp the real
meaning of Apartheid without looking inte the mining in-
dustry and agriculture,

In relation to mining, the “Freedom Charter”, page 235,
says, "An ANC government shall restore the wealth of our
country, the heritage of all South Africans, to the people
as a whole. The mineral wealth beneath the socil, the banks
and monopoly industry shall be transferred to the owner-
ship of the people as a whole".

Concerning agriculture, the Freedom Charter, page 236,

" says, ' The bulk of land in our country is in the hand of land

barons, absentee landlords,big companies and state capi-
talist enterprises. The land must be token away from exclu-
sively European contrel and from these groupings divided
among the small farmers, peasants and landless of all ra-
ces who do not exploit the labour of others"”. These are two
basic features in the ANC's blueprint of a future free South
Africa. And to really get to the roots of Apartheid, a study

of the mining industry and the agricultural economy is o
must:

MNevertheless, | find the book “Apartheid” of great value to
me in my work as a radio journalist and a very good com-
panion when | take part in forums and meetings on South
Africa. Mr.-La Gumao is to be congratulated on compiling
these writings and “Hats Off"" to the publishers for publi-
shing it. Arnold gﬂlh]‘
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In a paper prepared for the United Nations
Unit on Apartheid, Miss Barbara Rogers
challenges two claims made by South African
propaganda: (a) that Africans in South
Africa are better off than Africang in
independent African States; and (b) that
their standard of living is improving as the
South African economy expands. This is an
abridged version of her-paper.

In challenging the South African propagandists on their
own ground, this paper is confined to an examination of
Afrigan incomes only, as Africans constitute both the largest
community and the lowest income group in South Africa.
Comparisons with white South Africans are kept to a mini-
mum in this study as it is generally accepted that the net
benefit to the white minority of any economic growth is out
of all proportion to the net gain to other groups. Official
statistics for African real incomes, cost of living and employ-
ment levels are extremely inodequate, and in many cases
the only evailable sources are non-official organisations
such as the Institute of Race Relations, Market Research
Africa and various academic surveys. The evidence that is
available from these sources confirms the suspicion that the
Government has something to hide.
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Part 1.
Situation of Africans worsening

Inside South Africa, the majority of Africans are living be.
low the Poverty Datum Line (1), which has been criticized
for being too low to include all the necessities of life. It is
already well documented that the situotion of the more
than 5 million Africans inhabiting the reserves is critical,
Feverty is growing and there are widespread instances of
malnutrition and starvation. The situation is aggravated by
the Government's continuing policy of forced resettlement
of thousands more Africans annually.

The standard of living of Africans in the cities is also low.
Real average wages are at best static, and in fact appear
to be falling. Even for the privileged minority who work in
the manufacturing industry, the last three years have seen
a fall in real incomes. It appears that in the African town-
ships of Johannesburg, the majority of people have inco-
mes below the Poverty Datum Line. Their number is increa-
sing. And it one takes into account the facts of an increo-
sing number of wage-earners per family, rising taxation and
a higher incidence of poverty, then average incomes -are
falling faster than the official figures indicate. Any attempt
to quantify the worsening quality of life would also add to
the picture of worsening living standards.

Over the last fifty years, the Africans in South Africa have
been progressively deprived of their share of South Africa’s
resources, have lost their political rights and, as o result,
have been unable to improve their living standards. This
process has been octively assisted by the outside world
which* permitted unrestricted investment to support the eco-
nomic and political structure, and granted Commonwealth
trade preferences to ease the strains of South Africa’s bo-
lance of payments. At the same time as world opinion de-
nounced apartheid in increasingly sharp tones, capital
poured into the country. The great economic boom of the
1960's was mode possible by this inflow of capital, o pro-
tectionist trade policy and seemingly endless reserves of
mineral wealth, os well as by an abundance of cheap la-
bour ot falling real wages. Far from improving the condi-
tions under which the Africans operated, the boom depen-
ded on their further impoverishment. Otherwise, inflation
would have gotten out of hand and it would have been
uneconomic to mine the low grade ores or produce manu- -
factured goods in such an inefficient manner.

Real reason for “Outward-looking Policy”

South Africa has been fostering the illusion of permanence
in this unprecedented growth. But over the last two years
the illusion has become increasingly difficult to maintain.
The stock exchange boom collapsed in 1970, and there are
few signs of recovery from the continued decline which fol-
lowed. The labour situation appears to be insoluble in
terms of the present system. There is a crippling shortage
of skilled labour. Africans without enough to live on cannot
provide the expanding consumer market of increasing so-
phistication which economists are so desperately looking
for. It is in the light of this stagnant consumer market thot
the South African Government has initiated the “outward-
looking" policy. As an alternaive to improving the purcha-
sing power of its people, the Government is trying to build
up a captive market in the countries within what it consi-
ders to be South Africa's sphere of influence, as well as in
any other African states that it can penetrate.

African incomes in South Africa
and in Independent African States

Friends of South Africa are fond of comparing the incomes
of its white inhabitants with the per capita incomes of the



richest countries of the world, and point out that white
South Africa ranks fourth. However, the incomes of Africans
in South Africa are invariobly compared with those in some

of the poorest countries of the world, the independent Afri-
can stotes,

The claim thot black South Africans “enjoy the highest
standard of living of any black people in Africa” (1) seems
rather too categorical in view of the difficulty of comparing
standards of living in different countries. There is a shor-
- tage of comparable statistics; current exchange rates often
offer a false picture of incomes; and the cost of living va-
ries greatly between different countries and between dif-
ferent areas of the same country. Because the black South
African population is so highly urbanized, their money in-
comes would also tend to inflate the South African figures,
although in reality this is largely cancelled out by the hig-
her costs of living in cities and towns. South Africa has the
highest proportion of wage earners in Africa with 30", The

country coming closest to this figure is Zambia with 10 per
cent. (2)

Bearing these facts in mind, it is still interesting to look «.
the comparative figures for South Africa and black Africa.

The annual per capita income for certain African countries
has been estimated as follows: — (3)

Average an-
nual income

Country {in US Dol.)
South Africa (all races), including

Namibio, Botswonao, Lesothe and Swaziland 375

Ghanao 187
Senegal 162

Liberia 137

Women farm workers

Zambia

. 137
South Africa (Africans only) 108 (4)
United Republic of Tanzania 75
Nigeria 75
Mozambique 735
Kenyao 75
South Africa (Africans in reserves) 45 (5)
Guinea Bissau 25
Malawi 25

South African Africans therefore appear to be less well off
than the population of at least four other African countries
all very much poorer in resources than South Africa.

Further, Africans in the South African reserves, who consti-
tute about 40 per cent of the Africans in South Africo are
among the poorest people of Africa. The average income
for Africans in Africo as a whole has been estimated at
between $110 and $120 (6). By contrast, the averoge in-
come for Africans in South Africa is only $108 o year. A
further survey by Business International has confirmed
that in four African countries and territories, Ethiopia, An-
gola, Gabon and Migeria, Africans are paid higher wages
in industry (7). Comparison with Zambia with respect to
average wages and educational facilities, a key factor in
future advancement, is instructive (8):

AVERAGE WAGE OF AFRICANS BY SECTOR (in rands)

Zambia South Africa
Mining 1,248 216
Manufacturing 629 612
Construction 732 589

The Quality of Life

Several publications of the United MNations Unit on Apart-
heid have decumented the extreme poverty among Africans
in South Africa and the paucity of medical and educatio-
nal services for them, belying the Government’'s claim of an




increasing standard of living (9). The incidence of extreme
malnutrition or kwashiorkor and tuberculosis among Afri-
cans seems to be rising in South Africa. Apart from poor
diet and general poverty, a major contributory factor in
this worsening health situotion is the shortage of medical
services for Africans in South Africa. While South African
whites are among the best off in the world, Africans are
among the worst off. There is one white doctor for every
455 white inhabitants in South Africa, compared with an
average ratio of one to 750 among rich Western countries,
On the other hand, there is one African doctor per one
hundred thousand African inhabitants, as compared with
an average of one to 9,200 for Africa as o whole (10).

The shortage of doctors is clearly a result of inadequate
educational facilities available for Africans in South Africa.
There is @ heavy demand for school places, but the drop-
out rate is nearly 95 per cent before secondary school (11)
and less than | per cent actually complete secondary gra-
des (12). This is partly due to economic pressures, as Afri-

cans alone in the Republic have to pay for school texts and
uniforms for their students.

The proportion of the national income devoted te African
education fell from 0.57 per cent in 1953 to 0.396 per cent
in 1966 (13). Expenditure per capita fell from R17.08 ($23.19)
in 1953-1954 to R11.50 ($16.10) in 1962=1963 (14). In real
terms, per capita expenditure on African education decli-
ned still further during the 1960's as the actual expendi-
ture remained static.,

By contrast, in the developing countries of Africa, up to
20 per cent of the national income is spent on African
education. A comparison of statistics on the education of
Africans in Zambio and South Africa is shown by the follo-
wing table: -

EDUCATION OF AFRICANS
Expenditure (in Rands)

Zambia South Africa

35 million 40 million

Per capita expenditure 58 16
Fupils in secondary schools (as
“u of all published) 7 . 4

Frofessionally qualified teachers
in secondary schools (as ", of all

teachers) 59 22
Number of full-time university
students 1,250 1,600

Number writing secondary school
leaving examination 5,467 2,289

(Note: the African population of South Africa is about 3.5
times the population of Zambia).

And finally, the South African Government's argument, na-
mely, that since migrant workers are flocking inte South
Africa in sudch vast numbers, South Africa must then offer
o better living standard thon most of the rest of Africa, is
open to criticism. The picture is @ misleading one. Firstly,
African miners who go to South Africa come from countries
in the South African .Customs Union, or Malawi, which is
one of the poorest countries in Africa, and from the Portu-
guese colonies.

Thus the influx into South -Africa can be explained either
by the close economlc association of countries in the Cu-
stoms Union with South Africa or by the specific inter-go-
vernmental agreements which guarontee the supply of
cheap labour to South Africa. And secondly, massive mi-
grations are taking place from rural to urban areas every-
where on the African continent, combined with immigra-
tion in the millions into such countries as Kenya and Ghana.
Migration into South Africa, therefore, is not significant
compared to the general trend, particularly as it is almost
exclusively short-term contract labour for the mines,

(to be continued)

African farm labourer
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