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Singing these words in o cleor ond
ringing tone Bishop Abel Muzorewa,
Chaoirmon of the Africon National
Council, opened his moving address to
the mighty rally held in London's Tro-
falgar Square in protest against the
proposed Rhodesia sell-out. (The full
text of Bishop Murorewo's speech is
given elsewhere in this issue of
SECHABA.)

Those who thronged the square re-
presented orgonizations from oll over
Britoin, and from all over the world,
The banners of Zimbabwe pecple were
prominent. Others were corried by
members of numerous bronches of
trode unions, political parties (Lobour,
Communist and Liberal), and student
organizations. Student representotives
from Fronce, Finlond, Norwoy, and
mony other countries were present
The crowd responded warmly to the
speeches made by Jimmy Reid, promi-
nent leader of the Upper Clyde Ship-
builders in their struggle ogainst Tory
attempts to crush them, Michoel Foot,
MP, of the Lobour Party, Althea Le-
cointe-Jones of the British Bladk Pan-
ther Party (who stressed the solidarity
of Britain's Black workers with their
oppressed brothers in  Zimbaobwe),
Mike Terry of the Motionol Union of
Students, ond ocaodemic, Stuan Hall,
who os o former recipiant of o Rhodes
Scholarship, expressed his conscious-
ness of haoving been educated on
money extorted from the blood, sweot
and tears of the Black people of Sou-
thern Africa.
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Militant Mood

The mood was militant, the commit-
ment passionate. An on-the-spot col-
lection raised £1500. The crowd left the
rally to plant the Zimbabwe flag on
the steps ol Rhodesia House, former
headquarters of the rocist regime -
and, il the Tories had their way, its
future bose in London. Here, demon-
strators who sot down were the victims
of o savage police charge which resul-
ted in many people being token W
hospital. The brutolity behind the lo.
caode of British democratic courtesy
was clearly exposed in this ossoult”.

The Trotalgar Squore rolly was the cul-
mination of weeks of almost unprece-
dented octivity omongst concerned de-
mocrats in Britain. Despite the promi-
nence in the news of other issves of
vital importonce, such as the Ulster
massacre of thirteen peoceful mar-
chers, and the hercic struggle of the
British miners for o living woge, British
indignation at and opposition to the
sell-out proposals was at fever pitch. In
the six weeks before the rally, over o
hundred meetings were held in various
parts of the country, and thirty thou-
sond copies of o twenty-signoture peti-
tion demanding Ne Independence
batare Majority Rule were distributed.
In the rally's woke, plans to go aheoad
for further activities — a giont meeting
in Scotlond, and demonstrotions in
universities all over the country are

among them.

* Very dilferent wos police behaviour on this occosion from the “hid-glove’ treatmeni

meted oul to
Bosil Davidson,
occuplad the Foreign Office in the
up o Sir .

their being corvied out by the police
unusuol noture of this form of

British intellectuals, many of tham prominemt (they included historion
. Thomas Hodghkin, and writers, journolists and publishers) who hod
previous week — sitting on the inside stoircose leoding
Alec Douglos-Homae's office, singing freedom songs ond holding o teadh-in on
Southern Adricon history, The rother ‘elite’ noture of some of the

iciponts resulted in

in on extremely coreful manner. All the same, the
protest for most ol those toking parl indicoted the depth of
concern felt in o significont sector ol British iety,

the issue of the sell-out. This
five million Alfricons to o mino-



The British people’s role in opposing
the sell-out is o special one — it is their
Government which must bear the re-
sponsibility for this iniquitous scheme
(in which its only open bodker in the
world is the USA),

Naked Shock

However, deep concern about the
issue hos by no means been confined
to Britoin. Messages have been recei-
ved from countries all over the world
- from the socialist countries, from
Scondinavio from Africo (President
Kounda of Zombio, and KANU, the
ruling porty in Kenya, both sent
strongly worded messoges of support
to the Tratolgar Square rolly). People
everywhere are feeling o noked shock
and shame thot in this day and age a
majority of Blodk people, crushingly
oppressed ond exploited for genero-
tions, should be handed over to oport-
heid under the merciless rule of a tiny
white minority — which consists largely
of recent immigrants who went to Zim-
babwe with one aim - to toke advan-
tages of the immense privileges to
which onyone with o white skin is au-
tomatically entitled there.

Of course, many guessed thot o Go-
vernment as biatantly dedicated as
thot led by Edward Heoth to closs and
race exploitation would be eager for o
settlement with Smith and his hench-
men. The white Rhodesians are
Heath’s and Home's notural ollies in
the jungle world of grab and crush
which its denizens like to describe in
terms of "Conservatism’ and 'individual
freedom’ , . . conservation of privilege
ond freedom to exploit people every-
where. (The Wilson government, pres-
sured by democratic forces in the Bri-
tish Lobour Movement found itself,
though not tor want of trying on the
port of some, unaoble to conclude ao
deal while maintaining its social-
democrotic credibility. The Heath go-
vernment has no such credibility to
maintain.)

Yet, despite the predictability of Tory
eagerness to settle with Smith, the plot
could not but ostonish by its crudity
and heortlessness. And as the Estab.
lishment rollied. with ‘liberal' Lord
Goodman octing as o messenger boy,
ond The Guordian mouthing empty,
pious platitudes about the need for a
settlement, all illusions vanished — and
people sickened; ordinary people, de-
cent people, all people of conscience.
For conscience, they realized, could
not be left in the care of such troditio-
nal keepers of conscience as ‘liberol
men of good will. And who guards
The Guardian? Presiding figures not

so very different from those who guide
the destiny of The Daily Telgraph, it
would new appear.

Nol and No! and No againl

Even the Establishment reeled a litte
- perhaps ‘shivered' would be oan
exocter term - in the foce of the over-
whelming response from the African
people which greeted the first tenta-
tive probings of the Peorce Commis-
sion. 'No, and no, and no ogoin’ was
the message not only roored and
thundered by greot crowds but also
explained and defined Iin careful de-
toil by workers, by tribesmen, by whi-
tes’ exploited servants, and by intellec.

tuals alike. And The Times, amongst
many others, hod the temerity to be
surprised by the degree of politicol
sophistication and articulacy shown by
African people. Watching o British
television programme in which an
interview with o group of moronic
white members of a sports club ("You
give your African an inch and he takes
a yard’) was followed by a reasoned
discussion held by the same club’s
Black woiters, few British viewers could
have shaored this surprise. African's
future is ot stake. Under the terms of
the settlement, how can they foil to
know themselves doomed to genero-
tions of servitude? And are racialist
stereotypes so deeply rooted in British
newspapers ond commentators that
Africans, the founders of the great
civilization of Zimbabwe, oare still
essentially thought of as stumbling
simpletons? Sadly, on the evidence,
the answer to this |atter gquestion
would appear to be "Yes'.

So there are many for us to fight; and
the fight must be a fierce one. An over-
whelming pressue must be exerted on

the official powers, dedicoted as they
are to accomplishing a complete be-

trayal. And these who murmur aboul
there being ‘no viable alternative’ must
be confronted with that alternative.
The facts are clear: in ottempting to
silence the people of Zimbobwe, the
white Rhodesions haove murdered
thirty-one Africans in cold bleed (no
whites were killed); they have detoi-
ned over one thousond people, opan
from Chinamone ond the Todds. iIn
oddition, the authorities ore engoged
in an all-out effort to silence all the
Black people of Zimbabwe - through
blackmail ond bullying of workers by
employers, and through the iron fist
which district commissioners are im-
posing on all attempts by people in
the Tribal Trust Lands to express oppo-
sition to the sell-out proposals. It s
impossible for the Pearce Commission
to test Africon opinion. In countless in-
sulting speeches and stotements, Smith
and his men have declared their con-
tempt and hostility towards the people
whom they hold ensloved. In foct, the
regime hos declared war on the Blodk

majority.

The course which the British Govern-
ment should follow is a simple one. h
should recognize that oll ottempts to
repeat its Foreign Secretary’s Munidh
policy of ‘peace with dishenour’ should
be obondoned. Because they must -
we cannot expect this Government to
to admit that they should. Sanctions
should be intensified. (The US Govern-
ment, also, should be forced to recog-
nize thot in following yet onother
course of implocable hostility towards
the ‘third world® it is repeating misto-
kes which have landed it in its present
disastrous internotional situation. Re-
inforcement of sonctions - would at
least be a step in the right direction.)
It should be clearly stated that No In-
dependence Before Majority Rule is
the only basis for any discussion of the
Zimbaobwe issue, and thot if the Smith
regime refuses to recognize this, it will
be brought to its knees. This is the
only policy which the British Govern-
ment can adopt without becoming,
like South Africa, an ‘international po-
lecat’, a stink in the nostrils of all civi-
lized people.

They must, in foct. understand thot
they miscalculated, that when they set
fire to their obligations to the African
people, they in foct lit such o candle.
in Englond and elsewhere, os sholl
not soon be put out. They must under-
stond that the only future olternative
to o rejection of the Smith regime is o
Revolution in which all their so-called
realpolitik in Southern Africa will in-
stantly foce disaster. For Zimbabwe
SHALL be free. The world wills it. The
people of Zimbaobwe dedicate them-
selves to its accomplishment,



DEMAND
OUR
FREEDOM

Text of Bishop Abel Muzorewa's

Speedch to the British
People ot a Mass Rally held
in London by the sia

Emergency Campoign Committee

ve come today as the represento-
of fire and a half million suffering
voteless human beings in Rhode-
have not come as o Bishep or os
iticion but as o human being to
against the injustices being

petrated ogainst my brothers and
sisters in my country. This country,
Rhodesio, is by International law and
by the law of this land British, It is sod
indeed to think that the British people
ond their government could allow the
betroyol of so maony innocemt people
whose only failing seems to be their
faith in the fairness and decency of
the British people.

83z
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The reason for my own presence here,
ot this serious time for my country. is
that | aloene of the ANC executive have
o passport to travel out of Rhodesia,
olthough like my colleagues and
indeed all Africons. | om not free to
move in the land of my birth, and in
my own particular case | am not per-
mitted to visit or speak to the majority
of the African people in the Tribal
Trust Lands.

It is soid by the illegal regime that
Africans are saying ‘NO’ to these pro-
posals becouse they are being intimi-
dated, and not becouse they have had
enough of repression and suffering,

4

H fer no other recson my presence
here today is justified il only to expose
to you the lie of these ollegations ond
to emphasise that whatever is the fate
of thess proposals it is not, it cannot
ond it will not be accepted by my
people.

The African National Council

The body | represent, the Akrican Na-
tional Council, is the only body iIn
Rhodesio that has any right to speack
for the vast majority of the population
of Rhodesio. It wos formed two months
ogo as the result of o spontanecus
grass roots feeling among miilions of
Africans who are determined that
history shall not record thot the Afri-
cans of Rhodesia occepted the be-
troyal of their birthright. We are sup-
ported by a wide spectrum of opinion
in Rhodesia including teachers, for-
mers, workers, businessmen, students
and the Churdhes, and indeed even
some Chiefs. Some of the groups that
hove joined the compaign to registes
a resounding 'NO' to the Home-Smith
proposals were founded in Rhodesia
over sixty yeors ago. It is absurd and
an insult to the truth for Mr Smith,
whose Rhodesio Front Party is only ten
years old, to smear these organisations
as communist-inspired. if there are any
communists in Rhodesio you can be
sure that Mr Smith and his cppressive
racist regime have created them.

The settlement proposols thot have
been arrived ot without the participo-
tion of the Africans ore o constitutional
fraud, a prescription for increased ro-
cial bitterness, the maoking of on ine-
vitable bloodboth and an insult to the
dignity of every African in Rhodesio.

Smith Guilty of Treason

The Home-Smith deol is both rocist in
substance and in its consequences. |t
is based on the illegal ond racist 1969
Rhodesio Front Constitution and its
cloim to provide majority rule is not
only laughed ot by Constitutional
experts, it is olso o deliberote ottempt
to deceive millions of people into
thinking that they might hove freedom
in o pelice state. But even if the propo-
sals are in fact what Sir Alec Douglas
Home soys they are their implemento-
tion assumes the good foith and ho-
nour of Mr Smith and his Rhodesio
Front Party. Con anyone imogine for o
second ony reoson whatsoever why
anyone should assume the good laith
of Mr Smith? The history of Rhodesio
is a long. sad and sordid record of
betroyals ond broken promises. The

British government seems to have for-
gotten that Mr Smith and his friends
are Troitors to the Crown, persons
quilty of High Treason whe did not
hesitate for @ moment before breaking
their solemn oaths to the Queen and
the Rule of Law. This British govern.
ment might not think Treason and poli-
tical dishonesty o serious matter. This
government might have forgotten what
hoppened on Thursday 11 November
1965, but | tell you now that the Afii-
cans in Rhodesia have not forgotten
and as long as we have minds to think
and mouths to speack - WE WILL
MNEVER FORGETI

Mr Smith became the leader of the
Rhodesia Front because he was prepo-
red to stop ot nothing to ensure that
Rhodesio would remain @ country
ruled by the whites and for the whites,
for as long as the rule of the gun per-
mits, The Principles of the Rhodesia
Front are Apartheid principles. There
is no gquestion of Apartheid drifting
to Rhodesio. It is olready there. Does
this British government really think thot
the Africans of Rhodesio are so naive,
are so stupid os to believe thol
Mr Smith will ever ollow the Africons
the basic human right to rule them-
selves? Does this government think
that we are children who can be fooled
by such a blotant lie? | assure you we
ore not children, we are not fooled -
we are grown men and, by God, we
have dignity!

When o block baby is born in Rhode-

sio it learns very quickly thot to be
block in Rhodesia is more important

than to be human, He sees his father
treated as a child, If he is lucky this
bladk child might go to school and then
he will be told he has no culture, no
history, no honour. If he is lucky
enough to go on the secondary school
he is told thaot he is o kaffir and not
a person. lf he goes for o job he will
be told he is either not educoted
enough or too well educoted. If he
can't get o job he is told he is o lozy
useless African. f he then osks why
this should be so, he is condemned as
o subversive and o trouble maker.
Every day of his life he is insulted and
when he asks why, he ii told it is be-
couse he is not o person, becouse per-
sons are white ond because God is not
only white but also o settler. Mr Smith
and Sir Alec Douglas Home call them-
salves Christians. | wonder what Christ
would say if he were an African in
Rhodesia. He would probably hove no
chance to say anything. Rother he
would probably be rotting in a dirty
litle prison cell in some fy-infested
part of Rhodesia.



Ve Reject

| have already told you thaot we reject
these proposals not becouse anyone
hos threatened or intimidoted us inte

. pejection. We reject them IN SPITE OF

o system of intimidation which sur-
rounds the life of every African from
the crodle to the grove = and tells him
that the white people are superior to
him, and nothing they propose for
him can be rejected. The right to de-
cide how and where and why one

* should live is surely basic to this pro-
blem. Rhodesian whites believe thot
they olone are competent to govern us,
and if we don't agree to this we must
be intimidoted into ogreement. Todoy,
once again, we reject the myth of ow
inferiority, we reject this intimidotion.
Whether thot intimidation comes from
the District Commissioner, who in ouws
intimidatory system is free to take awoy
o man's land or cottle at his own dis-
cretion; whether it is from the police-
man who has the power to stop ony
African on the street and demand his
pass. We reject it.

Whether thaot intimidation is by o cabi-
net minister, who without explanation
or reason can toke oway o man's or
a woman's freedom for any length of
time from one hour to fifteen years -
we reject it

Whether it is the intimidotion of Muni-

clpal Authorities in the townships., who
can toke owoy o mon's home ond
throw him and his fomily onto the
street, without explanation — we reject
iL

Whether it is the intimidation of the
employer, who can sock his workers
without reason, knowing that thot man
and his family will storve - we reject
it.

Whether it is the intimidation of whites
by such meosures as the deprivation ol
a8 person's citizenship, as in the case
of Clutton-Brodk, simply for his opposi-
tion to racialism, or the detention in
solitory confinement of the Todds be-
cguse they have the courage of their
convictions — we reject it

We reject o policy and a regime that
can justity the murder of 31 unarmed
human beings on the streets of Gwelo,
Salisbury and Umtali and the arrest of
the Todds and the Chinamanos, and
over 250 people whose only crime is
to stond wp for their dignity ond 10
ask the world simply to treat them as
human beings.

We reject the intimidation of a govern-
ment of thugs. Above all, my brotl ers
and sisters, WE REJECT INJUSTICE

5
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60th ANNIVERSARY

WORLD WIDE

UPPORI
OR ANC

Messages expressing solidarity
with the African National Con-
gress have been pouring into
our various offices from all over
the world on the occasion of our
60th Anniversary (8th January
1972).

In several countries meetings
and exhibitions have been held
to mark the occasion. Lack of
space forces us to give only
a brief report of some of the
meetings and extracts from only
a few of the messages,

LUSAKA MEETING

At o well ottended meeting held in Lu-
saka at whidh representotives of the
Zambian Government, national libera-
tion movements oand members of the
diplomotic corp were present. O. R.
Tombo, Acting President-General of
the ANC said:

We are gothered here today to com-
memorate sixty years of the formation
ond existence of the African National
Congress of South Africo. And, let
there be no mistake, it hos not been
sixty years of conquest and defeatism
but of constant struggle for liberation
which involved tremendous sacrifices
aond even death.

This meeting is not of the ANC alone
but of the forces it has represented
which spread ond multiplied and can,
today, count a series of victories in the
struggle of Man for freedom ond
dignity. This struggle encompasses not
only the people of South Africa but
embroces the greater port of maon-
kind ; it is a bitter struggle and is being
fought ot various levels in different
parts of the world.

Turning Point

January 8th, 1912 marks turning
point in the history of the ‘:mnp_la of
Africa — it signifies the end of an era
of unbridled plunder by foreigners and
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the orening of o new chapter of notio-
nal consciousness among the oppres-
sed people. The African National Con-
ress come two yeors after the 1910
ct of Union which brought ether
erstwhile opponents — Boer and Briton
- for the more intensive exploitation of
the Block people. Present ot the in-
augural conference whidch led to the
formation of the ANC were represen-
tatives from as for afield as Zambia,
Zimbobwe and further; They numbe-
red among the workers and peasants,
chiefs and intellectuals, people from
oll walks of life and from all the vo-
rious tribes which constitute the South
African nation. They came together to
unite against oppression ond to open
o new era of united struggle which
come to involve the whole of Africo
and is now port of o worldwide
struggle.
it is perhaps, of some significance thot
in the very year the ANC was born the
South Alfrican Defence Forces were
created. Someday, these two opposing
forces founded in the same year, 1912,
are destined to confront each other in
o mighty struggle whose outcome can
only be victory for the opposed Block
majority.

Faulty View of History

| have said our struggle is part of the
Africon ond worldwide struggle for
progress hence our invitation to our
friends to be with us today. Though
we may difer with some of them, our
differences are small ond minor com-

pared with our ogreement to oust our
oppressors and exploiters, We some-
times note a sense of unease on the
part of our friends when they reflect
on our sixty years of struggle which
has not brought us freedom. This
appears to be o foulty view of history,
o misunderstanding of the nature ond
significance of struggle. The Inde-
pendence of so mony countries in
Africa, the independent existence and
agctions of the OALU is part of our
struggle for we are part of that
struggle for independence. We believe
thot the struggle hos not been ol
single, separate countries but of the
whole of Africa and we further be-
lieve that Africa will only have won
thot struggle when imperialism has
been eliminated from every port of
the continent. We hove clways belie-
ved in this concept of Pan-Africanism.
That is why we hove ottended every
conference meant to bring together
the people of Africa — the All African
Peoples Conference. the Afro-Asion
Peoples Solidarity Conference, the
Bondung Conference, the Pan African
Congress of 1963

All Struggles Are Ours

Therefore, let my people not see: to
hide behind walls when there is tolk
of independent and not independent
- any independence is ours also. And
even where the struggle is toking
place directly agoinst the enemy,
when FRELIMO, MPLA, SWAPO,
PAIGC attack the enemy they are ou-



too. When the most powerlul
of Africa the Apartheid regime
in South Africa, will be todded, it will
be o vicious struggle and nothing con
prevent this confrontotion between
ress and reaction. No amount ol
“raform”™ con prevent this for the solu-
gion must include o radical tronsfor.
-~ mation of the system of government in
Southern Africa and will have its im-
on the whole of Africa. In foct, the
struggle in the whole continent still
ﬁnedi. perhaps at a higher level,
every independent state which
struggles for progress, for fulfilment ol
 ts peoples aspirations is still part of
the struggle.
Here we must pay tribute to our
brothers and sisters in different parts
of Africa who hove joined in the
struggle ond hove come to on impor-
tant odvance towards final victory. We
mention countires like Botswano
whose people were with us in 1912 ot
the formation of the ANC, Lesotho
whose people are really part of South
Africa and, in foct, part of their people
are in South Africa in the Orange Free
Stote which odjoins Lesotho and, of
course, Swazriland. We pay tribute olso
to the peoples of Namibia who even
now inspire us by their heroic mass
action agoinst the Vorster regime: to
FRELIMO, MPLA and oll the peoples
of Southern Africa. Even to the fighters
of those organisations who may not
hove been recognised by OAU or any-
body else for they, too, are making
sacrifices for freedom. We say to all
of them, Victory awaits us!

Victories

At this stage we must remind ourselves
of struggles and victories in other parts
of the world which have inspired us
hare, in Africa. Perhaps the most im-
_portant of these was the 1917 socialist
revolution in the Soviet Union — on
event which hos resulted in tremendous
transformotion throughout the world.
As a result, our struggle too, assumed
@ new meaning and strength. In this
sense also, the ochievements of the
forces of progress in different ports of
the world are interlocked. We, in Al-
tica, are part and parcel of this world-
wide struggle; Africa did not struggle
in o0 vocuum. We owe our victories to
forces in all parts of the world who
fought along the same path.

We, of the African National Congress,
are fully oppreciative of the weokness
of those who fight alone. That is why
we have mobolised world epinion be-
hind us and that is why we feel we are,
in our struggle, flanked by revolutio-
naries from all parts of the world. We
shall continue to press progressive
forces in the world for support but,
should this support be not florth-
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coming, we shall not sit idly by in the
foce ol oppression. Historically we can
not avoid confrontation with our
oppressors, We shall fightl . . .

Vanguard

. . . Let us now talk of South Africo.
The ANC has been in the vonguard
of the liberation struggle for sixty
years. Those sixty years of struggle
have not, as | hove already indicated,
been fruitless and barren. However,
if we measure our success and failures
only in terms of the flags, the anthem
ond s0 on, then ol course, we hove
foiled. But there is more, much more.
For a greoter part of our struggle we
have engaged in o diclogue with our
oppressors. QOur strikes, our demon-
strations, our compaigns, all these
were a form of dialogue but the rocists
answered with ever increasing oppres-
sion. Today, the machinery of repres-
sion hos been Increased to the extent
that White South Africa has a power-
ful army. This was the racists answer
to our diclogue and the massive South
African Defence Budget is olso o
measure of our success. And this enor-
mous expenditure on arms and other
weapons of war is only possible be-
couse of the thousonds of millions of
imperialist investment in the 3South
African economy. Without this support,
without the bocking of the imperialist
countries, South Africa would long
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O. R. Tambo - Acting President-Generol, oddressing meeting in Lusake

have gone bankrupt even while we
were fighting, literclly, with our bare
hands. As the guerillos of the Um.
khonto begin to rally the people inside
the country to the stoge of chollenging
the enemy with arms in their hands,
the Defence Budget will have to be
multiplied many times over for thot is
the only source of hope for the oppres-
sor — a false hope, needless to say.

New Forces Emerging

Inside South Aflrica new forces are
emerging. Throughout the country
there is o new ferment and there is
considerable uncertainly in the ranks
of the oppressors. This is & manifesto-
tion of the indestructible noture of the
people’s struggle when they know whot
they want. The time has now passed
for a peoceful diclogue with the
enemy. The time has came not to waste
our forces and resources in strikes ond
demonstrations but to go forword
towards an armed dialogue. There waos
a time when | thought it possible to
talk rocism and colonialism to abon-
don their oppression but that is now
past. While we do not look forward 1o
the armed struggle with joy, we must
horden ourselves to that conflict and
so should the people of Botswanao,
Swazilond, Lesothe ond even Zambiag
for they will oll become involved and
will be port of the struggle.

This is why the policy of diologue

[
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being put forward in certoin quarters
is misleading. Whaot kind of dialogue
con we haove with people who have
possed lows which bind us, hoands and
feet? How con we tolk about “relox.
ing” the haoted Poss Lows which con-
trol every moment of our lives? How
con we tolk of "omelioroting” the
Land Lows which hond over nearly
ninety percent ol the lond to 15 per-
cent of the population? Such laws
connot be reloxed or repealed. The
whole aportheid system, of which these
lows ore but o port. must be comple-
tely destroyed and reploced by o sy-
stem where oll men will be truly equal.

Collaborators In Oppression

It will not be eosy to reach the stage
of armed confrontotion for the enemy,
oo, is preparing. They hope to forestall
it with such measures as the crection
of the Bantustons. And some of our
pecple, sick ond tired of being ruled,
have thought of taking and erganising
the Bontustans for use against the
enemy ot o loter dote. This line of
thinking is dongerous ond the ANC
will not allow it. For the people must
always remember thot the land be-
longs to the majority and that is the
African people. They connot allow
themselves to be fobbed off with g
tiny piece of the lond. Furthermore,
the carving up of these Bontustans
will endanger oll the countries in Sou-
thern Africo including Zombio. for
they will all become part of o large
economic unit with South Africa as the
master. Eventuolly just as Zululand is
@ Bantustan so will Lesotho, Swozi-
lond and other Southern African eoun-
tries become o kind of Bantustan. The
Bantustons are dangercus to the
extent that they seek to break up a
nation born in 1912, and those wheo
work the system in conscious support
of the South African government ore
collaborators in oppression.

We must exclude from this ottock
those who have no dhoice but to work
within the Bontustoan fromework and
those who use the Bantustan plat-
form to attock opartheid and supple-
ment our demands,

In conclusion-may | stote cotegorically
thot our objective is o free, unified
South Africo which will be part of and
on the side of the forces of progress,
part of the anti-racist, anti-colour, anti-
imperialist forces. We have pledged to
fight for this and in repeating this
pledge let us remember those whe
fought before us and those who Ffight
alongside us,

(At this stage, Mr., Tombe called upon
the assembly to stand for o minute in
tribute to MAN and his struggle for
progress) . . .

Mr. Otto Vibetti, Zombion Minister of
Stote for Rural Development, who in
his youth was @ member of the So-
phiatown Branch of the ANC Youth
League, congrotulating the ANC
pledged full support for the South Afri-
can struggle.

Comparing the millions of pounds
poured into South Africo by sudh
countries as Britoin, the USA., West
Germaony, Italy, ond Japan, Mr. Vibetti,
appecled to the QAU to give greater
maoteriol ossistance to the national
liberotion movements in Africo,

In o strongly worded ottock on those
Africon heods of Stote whe odvocated
o diologue with white South Africa,
Mr. Vibetti soid, “the sixty years of
struggle led by the ANC is sufficient
proof that dialogue is not possible™.

"We should now talk threugh the
barrel of a gun", he said,

Me. Basil Kabwe, Secretary General ol
the Zombion Congress of Trode
Unions and Assistomt Secretory Gene-
ral of the All-African Trade Union Fe-
deration, soid thot orgonised workers
in Zoambio fully identified themselves
with the struggle of the workers and
peoples of South Africa.

"We pledge to ensure that our workers
fully understond the situation in Sou-
thern Africo os part of advancing our
own national revolution ond oppeal to
liberation movements bosed in Zam-
bioc to contribute towords making

Photo exhibition in Guyano
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Zombion workers aware of the condi.
tions in unliberoted oreas in Southern
Africa,” he said:
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GUYANA LECTURE

On the occasion of the anniversary, the
People’s Progressive Party of Guyono
held o lecture and photographic exhi-
bition ot their heodquorters Freedom
House.

The lecture was delivered by My, Oliver
Thompson, lecturer in African Studies
at the University of Guyana, who
traced the history of the ANC ond ano-
lysed the economic structure of South
Africo.

Dr. Cheddi Jogan, former Prime Mini-
ster ol Guyane ond leader of the
People’s Progressive Porty waos in the
chair.

The occasion wos olso marked by a
special sale of books on Africa ot the
P.P.P.'s bookshop and a lengthy article
on the ANC, covering two full pages,
was published in the PPP.'s weekly
newspaper: The Mirrow
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PARIS MEETING

The &60th Anniversary was observed in
Paris with o film show and meeting.
The film, produced by the United Na-
tions, grophicolly showed the

i




‘among the Bladks in the midst of plenty
~ among the white population in South
I':n- meeting which was organised
. Jointly by o number of organisotions
~ including the French Anti-Apartheid
"'ﬁ::-m. the North African Students

' wos oddressed by Mr. Godfrey

H&hrpl deputy Representative of the

ANC in the United Kingdom,

" C.G.T. SUPPORTS BOYCOTT

P‘-Ii_phrlng to o mischievious article in
- the Rand Daily Mail cloiming thot

French workers in the armament indu-
* stry had osked their government to in-
" crease arms sales to South Africa, the
_ International Department of the power-
ful C.G.T.. (Confederation of French
~ Trade Unions) used the occasion of
~ the 60th anniversary to reiterate their
- stand on the boycott of South Africe.

= In o communique on the subject the
C.G.T. stotes:— -

“The Government of France, which has
complete control over the sale of arms,
consistently refused repeated pleas for
a boycott of sales to South Africa.
which ' were being used ogaoinst the
forces of liberation.”

Listing the companies involved in the
soles, the communique adds:-

“Since the Government took the deci-
sion not to deliver fifty Miroge |jets to
Israel, we demand thot it tokes the
same stand concerning the sale of
. arms to South Africa, '

'.
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Mr. Oliver Thomson delivering a lecture on the 5. Alicon struggle in Guyono on the oc-

casion of the 60th anniversary

Mestings of solidari
Morogoro, Toronto,
of messoges received were:

ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT

From His Excellency Zoki M. Amin,
Charge d'Aflcires, Embassy of the Arob
Republic of Egypt in Tonzonia:
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with ANC were olso held in Algiers, Dar es Saloam, Berfin,
and several areas in Britain, Among the hundreds

On behalf of the Government and
people of the Arab Republic of Egypl.
| toke this opportunity on the 60th
anniversary of the founding of the Afri-
con National Congress on January Bth
1912, to express the sincerest support
and solidarity of the Arob people with
the revolution of the greot Africon
people of South Africa.

We shore, dear brothers, the common
objectives as we are both fighting the
same enemy ond the bottle is on
whether in the North or in the South.
The practice of racial discrimination
ond suppression by the rocist regimes
of South Africa and lsrael ogoinst the
African ond Arab people respectively,
aore only examples of the crimes which
our enemies commit against our
peoples.

With our determination, continuing re-
sistonce ond solidority against ouwr
enemies who are the tools and stooges
of imperiolism and colonialism, victory
will be ours, and we will celebrate all
together the liberation of our usurped
homelands.



President Sekou Toure of Guinea

GUINEA

From His Excel . Ahmed Sekou
Toure, President of INEA:

On the occassion of the 60th anniver-
sary of the founding of your party, it
is my pleasant duty to send you, in the
naome of the people, the Party and the
government of the Republic of Gui-
nea, and also in my own name, our
most sincere and worm congratula-
tions and our militant greetings to all
South Africon notionalists whe are
fighting agoinst racial discrimination
and the vile apartheid regime of the
white minority occupying the southern
port of our continent. We express to
you personally. to all your patriots and
foithful colloborators, as well as to oll
those millions of Africons heroed in
misery behind waolls of suffering, our
wish to see the strenghtening of your
will even more than in the past. to
shatter forever the chains of oppres-
sion and exploitotion, and your lerce
determination to liberate trom foreign
domination the southern part of Africo.
We assure you of our determination to
be in the vanguard of the fight for the
liberotion of Africo, and we wish you
greater victories in your liberation
struggle agaoinst imperialism and its
agents.
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SOVIET UNION

From the Central Commitiee of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union:

The Central Committee of the CPSU
warmly greets the African National
Congress, the oldest revolutionary de-
mocratic party ‘of Africa, on the occo-
sion of the &0th Anniversary of its
foundation.

Your Party is o genuine mouthpiece of
national interests ond aspirotions of
the African population of your country.
It consistently upholds the sacred
rights for freedom and human dignity,
resolutely fights for the liquidation of
the shameful rocist regime in the Re-
public of South Africa.

The Soviet people support the coura-
geous tight of our South Africon po-
triots.
The just ANC  will
triumph |

South Africa will be freel
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cause of the

PEOPLES REPUBLIC
OF CHINA

From the Chinese-African People's
Friendship Association, Peking:

On the occasion of the 60th anniver-
sary of the founding of the African Na-
tional Congress of South Africa, the
Chinese-Africon People's Friendship
Associgtion wishes to express warm
congrotulotions to you.

In order to win national independence,
the people of Sodth Africa have for
long corried out heroic struggles to
oppose white coloniolist rule and ro-
cial oppression in South Africa suppor-
ted by the US, British and other impe-
rialist countries. The Chinese people
hove olwoys sympothised- with and
supported the just struggle of the
people of South Africa.

May you win new victories in your
struggle against imperialism and white
coloniglism. May the friendship bet-
ween the people of Chinag ond South
Africa develop even turther.
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CEYLON

From Mr. S. Thondaman, President:
Ceylon Workers' Congress:

| send froternal greetings ond best
wishes on behalf of the Ceylon Wor-
kers’ Congress on the occassion of
the &0th Anniversory of the African
MNational Congress.

We look back on your six decodes
of noble ond dedicoted service to our
African brothers with pride and admi-
ration. The powerful army of the fascist
regime of South Africa has not been
able to suppress by torture and pers.-
ecution the liberation movement of
your people. The manner in whidch you
are continuing your struggle hercically
is a shining example to oll oppressed
people in other parts of the world.
Your people have suffered immeasu-
rably all these years and they still
continue to live in humiliotion and
terror unthinkable in civilised society.
All pressure brought on the white fas-
cist ruling cliqgue by right thinking
people in various parts of the world
has net in any marked manner chan-
ged their cruel ottitude towards other
human beings who are not born white,
We are of the firm conviction that
your protracted struggle is bound to
result .in complete victory and your
pecple would be able to live as de-
cent human beings in complete equa-
lity in o new Alrico.

| wish you greater success in the com-
ing years. May our friendship and soli-
darity be further strengthened.
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PEOPLES’ REPUBLIC
OF KOREA

From the Ambassodor of the Deamo-
cratic Republic of Korea in Zombia:

On the occasion of the 60th Anniver-
sary of the foundation of the African
National Congress of South Africa,
the Embassy of the Democrotic
People's Republic of Korea in Zombio
extends its warm congrotulations to
you and through you, to the entire
South African people who are fighting
against the imperialists headed by the
U.S. imperialists and the Vorster rocist
clique, their lackey, ond for the free-
dom ond liberation of the country.
The founding of the African National
Congress of South Africa in January
1912 was an important event in the
anti-imperialist and anti-racist struggle
oi the South African people.
We resolutely condemn the U.S.-Bri-
tish imperialists and the white rocist
clique, their lackey, for their reactio-
nary policies, and express our active
support to the just struggle of the
South African people.

We sincerely wish you, the African No-
tionol Congress, and the people of
South Africa fresh success in their
struggle to overthrow Vorster's racist
rule.




Mr. Heina H. Schmidt

GERMAN DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC

From Mr. Heinzx H. Schmidt,
Chairman Afro-Asian Solidarity
Committee of the GDR:

As the oldest ond most experienced
moss organisation of the African con-
tinent, the African National Congress
has been waging for decades an un-
interrupted,  self-sacrificing struggle
ogaoinst a barbarous system of rocism,
colonial oppression and imperialist
exploitation in South Africa. In spite
of the bloody terror unleashed against
the stounch and courogeous cham-
pions of the South African people,
there have been ever new fighters ta-
king up the banner of liberty, demo-
cracy ond social progress. The African
National Congress has written many
glorious chapters of the African
peoples’ struggle for national inde-
pendence . . .

.+ From the very beginning, the Ger-
man Democratic Republic has given its
full backing and solidarity to the just
struggle waged by the oppressed
people of South Africa for human dig-
nity, liberty and social progress.

Close relations of fraternal coopera-
tion link the Afro-Asian Solidarity
Committee of the Germaon Democratic
Republic and the African National
Congress. We assure you that we shall
continue to multiply our efforts so as
to tighten the bonds of solidarity in
our joint onti-imperialist struggle., We
are convinced that the couse of free-
dom, democracy and social progress
will win through In South Africa, too.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

From His Excellency, E. Kukan, Charge
d'Affaires of the Crecheslovak
Socialist Republic in Zambia:

On beholf of the Czechoslovak Socia-
list Republic, | extend our most sincere
greetings to you on the occasion of
the 60th Anniversary of the foundation
of the African National Congress of
South Africa. The people of the Cze-
choslovak Sociolist Republic follow
with great interest and deep sympao-
thy the struggle of the oppressed
people in South Africa.

O DER RASSISMUS -

Our sympathy and support are on your
side, on the side of the people who
are fighting for the independence of
their country. We hope that although
your fight is o difficult and a conti-
nuous onea, the time is not far off when
South Africa will be ruled by to whom
it belongs. On this occassion we also
poy tribute to the heroic sons and
daughters of your brave organisotion
who lost their lives in the course of
the struggle. Their memories will be
remembered forever.

We wish you to keep the revolutionary
spirit in the years to come ond also
wish you the best results in your hard
and just struggle.

ein Auswuchs des Imperiallsmus

partheid
slidafrika

sstellung des Afro-Asiatischen
AuSolidu'lntgtskmnttee der DDR

A view of the Berlin exhibition
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC
OF GERMANY

From the President ol the Sociolist
German Working Youth:

On the 80th anniversary of the ANC
we wish you the very best success in
your struggle. We fight side by side
with you to lifting the bon over your
organisation and in your struggle
against coloniolism and apartheid.
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AUSTRALIA

From Mr. P. Clancy, Chairmon and
ond Mr. P. Symon, Secretary, Secio-
list Party of Austrolia:

We join you in commemoraoting foun-
ding African National Congress. We
consider this historic oct roised to new
level united national struggles of the
African people. Fully support your
flexible tactics relionce on firm moss
base. Congratulote you on 60 yeors
ceaseless effort to establish united
front all anti foscist and democratic
forces and to end imperialist domina-
tion. Assure our froternal solidarity
and firm conviction victery will come
to African people.

Messages were also received from
the South Australia Compaign Against

Rocism and from the South Austrolio
Brandch of the Union of Australion Wo-
e,
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MALASIA

From the Secretary Generol of the
Malosion Trade Union Congress:

On the occasion of the 60th onniver-
sary of your Congress, the Malasion
Trade Union Congress expresses full
support In your heroic struggle and
wish you success in the future
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SWITZERLAND

From the Executive Committes of the
Internotional Student Movement for
the United Naotions (ISMUM) Geneva:
The Internotional Student Movement
for the United MNations is hoppy to
mark today the 60th anniversary of the
ANC of South Africo. We support you
in your struggle and join in your de-
mand thot the South African regime
release all politicol prisoners and lift
the ban on the ANC, Furthermore, we
condemn the reported murder in joil
of anti-apartheid revolutionaries and
the torture and persecution of many
ANC compatriots.

Josiah Jele ANC representotive on tha World Peoce Council with members of the WPC
Secretoriol ot o press conference on the 60th. onniversary of the ANC in Helsinki
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BULGARIA

From the Central Executive Commiltee
of the Bulgarion Communist Party:
On the occasion of the 60th anniver.
sary of the foundation of the African
MNaotional Congress the Bulgarian
Communist Party ond the Bulgarion
people send their comradely greetings.
They support the struggle of the Afri-
can population in South Africa for
liberotion ond independence against
the racist regime of the Republic of
South Africa.

With good wishes for new successes
in your hard but just struggle.
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FINLAND

From the Secretariat of the World
Peace Council, Helsinki:

On the occasion of the 60th Anniver-
sary of the ANC, the World Peoce
Council congratulates the African Na-
tional Congress on its sustoined and
determined leodership of the struggle
for the liberation of the ‘oppressed. It
has, no doubt, been o formidable tosk
in a country whose history, since the
arrival of white settlers in 1652, hos
been replete with inhuman laws te
relegote the African to an inferior
position and keep him enslaved,

The founding of the ANC on January
8th, 1912, os o reaction to the forma-
tion of the racist Union of South Africa
in 1910 signified on important mile-
stone in the consequent development
of the sruggle for freedom, eguality
and human justice in South Africa.
The clarion call for African unity made
at the inougural meeting in Bloem-
fontein matured in loter years to em-
brace all the patriotic, progressive for-
ces irrespective of colour, creed or
racial origin. Thus @ common ground
was created for joint struggle ogainst
the common enemy... The World
Peace Council calls on oll progressive
and peaceloving forces to campaign
vigorously for the rejection of “ony
form of Diclogue” with Apartheid
South Africa — o move initiated to
sow divisions within the OAU, under-
mine independent African support lor
the liberation movements and ultimo-
tely isolote the struggles of the oppres-
sed. In aodition, the Dialogue offen-
sive should be exposed os o calcula-
ted gimmick for the economic, political
and military domination of Africa. The
ousting of the Apartheid Regime from
UNO and her replacement by the
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I representatives of the people
-'#_!l..in:llul. require urgent coam-

On this day the World Peace Council
remembers those victims of racist bi-
h who loid down their lives in the
Just couse of humon freedom. We pay
‘tribute to the inspiring socrifices of
the ANC leadership now incarcero-
d on Robben Islond. men like Nel-
‘gon Maondela, Woalter Sisulu, Brom
jscher, Kathy Kathrodo and others,
demand their unconditional rele-
from the torture cdhombers of

Me pledge once ogain to continue
our _firm support for the liberation
ruggle in South Africo led by the
African National Congress. We are
convinced that whotever the difficul-
 ties for the struggling peoples, the
. of pecce and justice must ulti-
_mately triumph.
- Messoges were also received from the
~ Finnish Africa Committee, and from

" the National Union of Finnish Stu-
dents,
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i MONGOLIA

" From the Central Committee of the
- Mongolion People’s Revolutionary

_Central Committee of Mongolian
" People’'s Revolutionary Party sends to
African NMNaotional Congress sincere
- congratulations on occasion of 60th
Anniversary of foundation of your

" Party. Aims and ospirations of your
. Party which is defending sacred rights
~of people of South Africo for freedom

nd better life and fighting for liqui-
tion of inhuman regime of apartheid
re wellknown to the working people
Maongolia, Mongolion people
ht up in spirit of proletarion
rnationalism resolutely support as
always heroic struggle of South Afri-
-':. pecple. We wish you and all
%:th African patriots greot successes
in just struggle for liquidotion of ra-
_ ciglist regime in your country against
'linpmiullsm. colonialism and for free-
\dom ond hoppiness of the people of
South Africa.
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SINGAPORE

‘From the National Trade Union
Congress:

. Singopore National Trade Union Con-
gress sends fraternal greetings on 60th

anniversory Africon Notional Congress
and expresses full solidarity with ob-
jective of your great organisation ond
wish you victory ogoinst enemies of
progress, peace and freedom. Our
firm support olways with youw.

* *k ¥ ¥ X%

NEW ZEALAND

From the New Zealand Citizrens Asso-
ciation for Racial Equality:

On the occasion of ANC 60th anni-
versary we wish best success for your
work. Express fullest support to your
struggle for obolition of apartheid and
racial discrimination.
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ZIMBABWE

From the Acting Representative, Mr.
S. K. 5. Yuma, Zimbabwe African Peo-
ples' Union (ZAPU):

On the occosion of the commemora-
tion of the 60th anniversary of the
founding of the African National
Congress of South Africa, we wish to
salute and give you our unflinching
solidarity,. We dlso convey to the leo-
dership ond the militonts of the ANC
fraternal and sincere greetings from
the leadership and militonts of our
party.

Comrodes, it pays to note the history
of your Organisation, especiolly, after
60 years of rigorous liberation strug-
gle. The history of the ANC is a histo-
ry of the entire continent of Africo.
The ANC was founded on the Bth Ja-
nuary 1912, to lead, guide oand usher
the oppressed fifteen million peocples
of South Africo into o new era — the
era of independence and self-deter-
mination.

The AMNC is one ol the first national

liberation movements in Africo. The.

colour and charocter of the ANC
struggles helped to influence the rise
of nationolism on the African conti-
nent. The WNational anthem of the
ANC has been adopted by many no-
tions and orgonisations in Africa.

Rich in the understanding of the mate-
rial world, the ANC is oble to employ
its revolutionary charocter to meet the
challenge posed by imperialism ot
every stoge of the development of
imperialism. The ability of the ANC
to employ the experience goined by
other revolutionory forces of the world
opened wider horizons for its revolu-
tionary activities. The objective reality

‘nal Congress. ..

that govern Southern Africo brought
our movements together.

ZAPU ond ANC are not only correct
in establishing an alliance in response
o the chollenge of their common
enemy but this allionce has opered
o new emo in the struggle for libero-
tion in Southern Africa. The allionce
proves the possibility of o greater
olliance of the authentic liberation
movements in Alrica.

LONG LIVE THE ANCI

LONG LIVE THE ZAPU /ANC
ALLIANCEI

LONG LIVE THE REVOLUTIONARY
STRUGGLE THE WORLD OVER!
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Organisation (SWAFO):
On the Central Commitiee
West African People's
rganisation (SWAPO) and the fight-
ing people of Naomibio, cllow me to
convey our warm greetings to the
people of South Africa, who on this
day commemorate the &0th anniver-
sary of the birth of the Africon Natio-
The 60th anniversary
of the birth of the African Nationol
Congress of South Africa is an occo-
sion to remember, for it was on this
day — 60 years ago that the people
gathered to form the ANC, to oppose,
the foreign lows enocted by foreign
invaders — the whites in South Africo,
who have ever since their arrival be-
come enemies of the Africons in thot
country. We os Namibions are very
much oware of the conditions prevail-
ing in South Africo todoy. We too in
Nomibia are forceably made victims of
South Africo’s evil system of oppres-
sion, economic exploitation and human
degrodation . . .
...On behalf of the South West Afri-
can People’s Orgonisotion (SWAPO),
ond the people of Namibia, moy we
conclude our messoge by saying thot
all oppressed people the world over
have to fight for their liberation, but
all the same the timing ond the me-
thods to be applied are the responsi-
bilities of the peoples concerned.
The Mambians under the leadership
of the SWAPQO commenced the armed
struggle 5 years ogo, and | may add
that, we would continue to fight
ogainst the South Africon occupation
forces in Nambio until our country is
free and totally independent. We wish
our brothers and sisters in  South
Africo, and the African National Con-
gress all the best in their endeavours
to liberate the Africon continent.

13



el
4

LR e

e

o
A

-t:':.l.’.u:

v oapa! -

Allred Mio, Secretary General of the ANC

TheQ.AL

i South Africa

Report by
ALFRED NZO,

Secretary General
of the

African National
Congress

of South Africa

to the Committee
for Liberation

of the Organisation
of African Unity

Since our last report to this honour-
able committee, there have been sig-
nificant international developments
relating to the situotion and the
struggle for liberation in South Africo.
These can be reviewed and examined
under several headings, namely:

a) U.N.O. oction against South Africa
ond the designation of 1971 as o year
for intensified combot of rocism and
apartheid.

b) Arms sales to South Africo.

c) Investment and trode with South
Africa,

d) South Africa's outward-looking po-
licy and its crusade for diclogue, con-
toct and co-operction in the econo-
mic and other fields, with African 5to-
tes.

e) South Africa’s oggressive and ex-
pansionist foreign policy., oimed
against neighbouring African Stotes,
in particular, Zombia.

Anti-Apartheid Year: 1971

In pursuance of the resolution of the
General Assembly, the UN designoted
1971 as the year for intensified oction
against all forms of raciol discrimina-
tion, opartheid and nozism. Numerous
international orgonisotions, including
the Q.AU., the World Council of
Churches, etc.,, odopted various forms
of action to comply with this resolution.
The results hove been in many re-
spects, increased mass mobilisation,
oction and demonstrations ogaoinst
various aspects of apartheid in diffe-
rent countries. Credit is due to all na-
tional and international anti-apaort-
heid orgonisations which mobilised
the peoples of the world against the
South Alfrican rocists. The isolation of
South Africa in international sport,
ond the vigorous compaign in Austra.
lia, deserve special mention. The Ac-

. armaments monaopolies

ting President of the African MNational
Congress, O.R. Tambo, has, on the
invitation of governments in Africa,
visited several countries during the
yeor. in pursuance of this compaign.
The people of South Africa have been
fortified by this intensified octivity

agoinst the opostles of apartheid and
nazism.

In oddition, the white, rocist regime’s
criminal annexotion of Nomibio has
been the subject of the most vigorous
compaign, both ot the Internotional
Court of Justice ond in the General
Assembly ond Security Council ses-
sions. Their imperialist supporters con-
spired to rescue the rocist regime
from positive oction in Namibio by the
United Nations.

Arms Sales to South Africa

Despite the O.ALU. delegation’s visit
to France ond the fervent demand that
France stop the sole of arms to South
Aklrica, the French government and the
hove conti-
nued to supply large quantities of
arms to the rocist regime, and have
recently supplied South Africo with
yet another submarine.

In the previous reports the ANC has
drown ottention to the joint militory
projects undertoken by Fronce ond
South Africa which are a threat to
peoce and security in Africa, This oct
of hostility ogainst the peoples of
South Africa and Africo now urgently
calls for concerted oction by the Afri-
can Stotes. France cannot be allowed
to defy the expressed wishes of Africo
with impunity. Surely Fronce connot
and must not be ollowed to continue
to pretend indefinitely to have the
goodwill and friendship of Africon sto-
tes ot heart, while she is actively en-
goged in o, conspiracy with Africa’s
worst enemy. The ANC once more re-

grets thot certion African Stotes hove
deliberotely ollowed themselves to be
subservient to French foreign policy in
relation to the rocists and foscists in
South Africa.

France is not the only country helping
to build o monstrous wor mochine in
defionce of the UN Security Council
resolutions and the firm demaonds of
the O.A.U. The Chairman of the Spe-
cial Committee on Apartheid, Mr.
Abby Faragh, has stated thot the USA
is openly selling helicopters to the ro-
cist regime. In oddition he reported
that Britain, West Germany, Belgium,
Switzerland, Italy and Israel were also
continuing to supply arms to South
Africo.

The British government hos resumed
its sole of arms to South Africa under
the froudulent and dishonest allego-
tions thot the security of the Indian
Oceon s threatened by the presence
of Soviet ships in the Indian Ocean,
which in itself is perfectly legal in in-
ternational law, as the Indian Ocean
constitutes international waters. It has
been correctly pointed out that the de-
fence of the Indian Ocean and the
guarantee of the security of the coun-
tries of the Indian Oceon, such as
Tanzania, is not the prerogotive of the
Tories and their fascist allies. Further-
more, this so-colled communist threat
is a fabricotion to hide an agllionce
between Britoin and the racist govern-
ment of South Africa in their bid to
menace the security of Africa ond to
sofeguord British economic interests
in Southern Africa.

Consistent with their previous policies,
the Western ollies of South Africo hove
ignored the historic call of the UNO
to make 1971 a year of intensified oc-
tion oagainst apartheid., Instead they
have sought to consolidate South Al
rico, military and otherwise, os a fort-
ress and spearhead for the recoloni-
sation of Africo, agoinst the wishes



~and interests of the peoples of South
Africa, Southern African and Africo aos
a whole.

The recent shomeless betrayol of the
African people in Zimbabwe through
the so-called settlement between
Home ond Smith is reminiscent of the
betroyal of the African people in
South Africo in 1910, This further de-
monstrotes the depth of the involve-
ment of Britain in the alliance of the
rocist and colonialist governments of
Southern Africa. The crude and bra-
zen mannet of this betrayal once
more demonstrates that the imperialist
powers hove cast diplomacy and dis-
cretion to the winds and are on an
open offensive in defence of their sel-
fish interests. This is o grave challenge
tc the liberotion movements, the
0O.A U, and the progressive sections
of UNQC.

Outward Looking Policy

It is not necessary in this report to en-
ter into any great detail about the ro-
cist, ogressive and expansionist poli-
cies of the South African regime.
These have been the subject of detai-
led and pointed analysis in our pre-
vious reports and in discussions in va-
rious forums of international bodies
and the OAU. Spokesmen of the
South Africo racist government have
openly stated that they were no lon-
ger on the defensive but on the of-
fensive and that their priority is Af-
rica. The offensive has token two
forms: thot of open hostility, aggres-
sion and a determinination to do-
minate the peoples of Southern Af-
rica and Africa by force, and; that of
eventuol domination of Africa through
economic penetration and conclusion
of nonaggression, political, tednical
and other pacts.

Whilst oportheid ensures the most
ruthless exploitation of the African
people, by its very nature it has a
throttling effect on the economy of the
country, This, together with the mas-
sive international campaign for isola-
tion, compels the rocists to abondon
their looger of isolation behind which
they have sheltered for scores of yeaors.
They have either to expand or to ex-
plode. The outward-looking policy and
dialogue with the African states are
the direct outcome of this crisis ond
dilemma.

The declaration ogainst so-colled dio-
logue by the meeting of the Heads of
State in Addis Aboba shattered the
dreams of the apartheid empire-buil-
ders. But because of their desperation,
the South African rocists are continu-
ing to woo and ensnare certoin Afri-
can states. Dr, Banda has recently
been on o socolled state visit to South
Africa. He hos established diplomatic

relotions with South Africa, in direct
violation of O.AU, resolutions and the
Declaration against Dialogue.

Houphouet Biogny has sent his envoys
to Pretorio and has himself declared
his readiness to crowl to the rocists,
There are discussions of the possibility
of o meeting of all pro-dialogue Afri-
can stotes. It is gratifying to note ho-
wever, thot certoin African states
which have, in the post, been hesitont
over the issue of dialogue, have since
mode declarations consistent with the
O.AU's Addis Abobo and Mogadishu
declarations against dialogue.

The rocist government and South Al-
rica’s financial mognotes hove odop-
ted yet another means to sove rocism
ond to sugarcoat the brutal situation
which exists in South Africa,

Leaders of the so-called Progressive
Party like Helen Suzman, hove been
sent on “‘goodwill” tours of Africa. This
is o crofty ottempt to soften up the
sharp hostility against the racist re-
gime. At the some time, “leaders” of
the Bantustans hove been aollowed to
visit the US, Britain ond other coun-
tries with the ostensible aim of sheo-
wing the world how the Vorster clique
treats whot they regard as genuine Af-
rican leaders. These moves are all part
of a campaign to put o new gloss on
apartheid ond to give it the respecto-
bility it lodks,

Aggressive Offensive

The rocists flagrantly violate the sover-
eignty of neighbouring states. Zombia
has indicted South Africa with no less
than 24 such aggressive aocts, whidh
were committed from the air, over land
and water. These oacts constitute a
grave challenge to the sovereignty and
independence not only of Zombia, but
also of the whole continent.

The bottle against the racists in Sou-
thern Africa is necessarily o protracted
one both nationally and internatio-
nally. It is necessary to indict the allies
of the racists however powerful they
might appeor to be, becouse they are
abusing their positions in organs of
the UNO like the Security Council to
defend the foscist fortress. It should
become an estoblished and consi-
stently pursued principle in Africa’s
foreign relations that whoever sup-
ports the rocists is on enemy of the
countries and peoples of Africa.

The time hos come to consider appro-
priate oction ogainst members of the
O.ALU, who shamelessly consort with
the rocists in violation of the Charter
of the O.AL. ond its solemn resolu-
tions. Finally o compaign to outlow the
racists from the UNO and other world

bodies is now urgent and necessary.

Inside South Africa

The decisive arena of struggle against
the South African rocists however, re-
mains in South Africa itself. Let wus
therefore deal with the most recent in-
ternal developments there.

Five main trends charocterise tha
South African situation, nomely:

@ The intensification of the oppressive
apartheid system

@® The intensification of the repres-
sion of all anti-opartheid and revolu-
tionary forces.

® The aggravation of the politicol
and economic crisis of the apartheid
system of white dominotion and super-
exploitation. '

@ The continuation of the enemy's
counter-revolutionary offensive.

@® The roising of the level of resi-
stance by the mosses of the oppressed
black people.

Intensification of Apartheid

The lives of the people have been re-
duced to an even greater wretched-
ness thanks to the policy of mass re-
movals whidch, in its totolity, has al-
ready offected ot leost o million
(1.000,000) people. Through this po-
licy, people are removed from land
they have occupied for generations.
Areas are declared "white spots” and
the bloack people are then removed
from these “spots” to arid undevelo-
ped oreas. They are robbed of their
stock ond have their houses demo-
lished; whatever little potches of land
they till are taken from them. In this
way. they are thrown destitute and in
despair, onto the labour market, for-
ced to accept whatever wages the
white employers offer, where employ-
ment is available and in most coses
to face death by starvation.

Others are removed from the urban
areas where they have worked and li-
ved for many years and are thrown
into the undeveloped 'tribal” areas,
This has sharply intensified the pro-
blem of mass, endemic unemployment
in these areas, bringing with it the
attendant problems of a greater inci-
dence of diseases like malnutrition
and tubercolosis, a higher crime rote,
and so on. The Vorster regime conti-
nues to banish from the towns the
children, the oged and the infirm aos
well as ex-political prisoners and "po-
litically undesirable elements” into
the socalled resettlement areas, whidh
are, in foct, concentration caomps,
where there is no work, no food and
no hope. Here, the people have to
live on government rations, ond here
both the old and the young are dying
like flies. Becouse of the high death
rate, the authorities haove odoptad the
practice of keeping o reserve of per-
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manently prepared groves in these
areas.

The implementation of the policy of
border industries, whereby industries
ore established very close to so-caolled
tribal reservations, is also being expe-
dited. The intention behind this policy
is further to intensify the exploitotion
of the African workers, by paying the
worker drawn from the unemployed
poel in the reservations storvation wo-
ges, which are even lower than those
paid to African workers in the establi-
shed urban-industrial centres.

These measures represent an intensifi-
cation of the oppressive and super-
exploitotive opartheid system, colling
forth greater resistonce from the
people. To meet this, the enemy has
also increased his police terrorist
offensive.

Intensification of Repression

This year, there have been four trials
under the notorious Terrorism and
Suppression of Communism Acts. In
one of them, one of our armed cadres
who fought in the historic ZAPU/ANC
battles in Zimbobwe in 1967 was dhar-
ged and found guilty on various dhar-
ges, after having been arrested inside
the country. The rocists ore now pre-
paring two other trials.

Mass raids by the Security Police have
become a regular feoture of South
African life.

Secret arrests and detentions have
increased. It is not known with any
exoctitude how many people are now
held secretly in solitary confinement
By this means, the enemy tries to hide
the extent of militant opposition to his
" policies ond simultoneocusly ensures
for himself conditions in which he can
torture ond murder potriots at will.
Already this year, ot lest two people
have died in the hands of the secu-
rity police and the government has to
answer a number of cloims put in by
political detoinees for compensation
for torture aond maltreatment by their
security police. Bannings ond other
forms of restricion and deportations
hove increased.

The racist government's spokesmen
continue to speak in glowing terms
about the strength and resilience of
the South Africon economy. Yet be-
cause of opartheid, the economy fo-
ces serious economic problems, The
country is experiencing a rapidly in-
creasing rate of inflation. It is foced
with the worst balance of poyments
deficit in its history. For the first time
in about ten yeors, the rate of econo-
mic growth has fallen sharply, while
the fears of big business within the
country show themselves in the stog-
nation of share-prices and dealings on
the Johannesburg Stock Exchange. At
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the bosis of oll these problems are the
twin feotures of apartheid; firstly, the
exclusive reservation of skilled jobs
for white workers, now resul ing in o
severe shortoge of skilled white wor-
kers with the ottendant effects of o
reduction in the rate of economic
growth and an increase in the wages
of the white workers, which increase
is ultimately passed on in higher pri-
ces to the people. Secondly, the limi-
tation, as we have said before increa-
ses South Africa’s dependence on ex-
ternal markets and hence the neces-
sity for her to increase her exports to
Africa and the rest of the world, as a
woy of solving some of her economic
problems without changing the opart-
heid system from which these problems
emanate. A mojor contributory factor
to the deficit in external payments is,
of course, the scale of the racists’ in-
creasing militory expenditure. All
these developments are leading to the
worsening in the living standards of
the oppressed people.

Partly as o result of these economic
developments, divisions emerged
among the whites, all centred around
the question of how best to maintain
white domination. More important, the
divisions hove come about as o re-
sult of the recognition by significant
sections of the white population that
block liberation is inevitable. Hence
these sections are urging for some
occomodation of the demands of the
oppressed peoples, with the aim of
cooling their revolutionary temper and
postponing the inevitable revolutio-
nary transformation of our country.
These developments have alse come
about, as we have said, as o result of
the world's continuing hostility to the
opartheid regime. This does not mean
however that large sections of the
white population hove undergone a
chonge of heart and are prepared to
join honds with the oppressed majo-
rity; rother, it means thot the inherent
instability of the system of white do-
mination, even in terms of cohesion
among the ranks of the oppressors,
has come ta the surface resulting in
increasing demoralisation and uncer-
tointy among the whites,

Counter-Revolutionary Offensive

The enemy's Bantustan programme
constitutes the moin direction of this
offensive. To our principled demand
for the restoration of our birth-right,
for the return of the land of our fore-
fathers, the enemy offers "separate
development”. He confines us, who
constitute four fifths ol the country's
population, into one-eight of the land.
He then divides us into tribes, alloca-
tes to each tribe some land and declo-
res thot tribal area o Bantuston, which

con then move in stoges toward o
torm of so-colled independence. And
thus, he cloims Africans will rule
themselves in their own areas. What
are the true intentions of this policy®
First: to divert the ottention of the
people from pursuing their struggle
for genuine liberation ond for owner-
ship of the whole country and all its
wealth. Insteod, the enemy wants the
people to struggle for the realisation
of the Bontuston programme and re-
nounce the main gqguestion facing us
in South Africa today, that of full
freedom,

Second: to perpetuote white domina-
tion by imposing the oppressed mas-
ses and the apartheid rulers, African
administrations whose task will be to
odminister and protect the system of
white domination and thus redirect
the anger of the people oway from the
real oppressors.

Third: to divide aond thus weaken the
African pecple, by setting up tribal
“states"”, each isoloted from the other,
so as to destroy African national
consciousness and obviote the possi-
bility of a wunited African national
struggle for a bladk, democratic South
Africa.

The overall aim of this pelitical coun-
ter-revolutionary offensive is to de-
stroy the influencea of the ANC-led
national liberation movement over the
masses of the people and thus isolote
us from the people and leave the op-
pressed people without the single
heart and head to unite and galvanise
their feelings ond thoughts, i. e. to
leave them without o genuinely popu-
lar and disciplined organisation to
lead them in the fight for the reali-
sation of their genuine demands. To
achieve his aims, the enemy is forced
to adopt various manoeuvres, inclu-
ding the impeosition of tribal leaders on
the people. He further, os hos been
pointed out, permits these leoders
possibilities of travelling obroad, with
the hope of using them, to break
South Africa’s internotional isolation.

Resistance by the Oppressed

In pursuance of one of the main stro-
tegic tasks facing our organisation to-
day. that of mass mobilisation of our
people inside South Africa, the ANC
continues to intensify its work of rou-
sing the masses of the oppressed
people to unite ond resist the continued
oppressive and repressive enemy of-
fensive, As a revolutionory orgaoniso-
tion, we are 'more thon ever convinced
of the importance of drawing the maos-
ses of the people themselves into the
struggle and oppose any suggestions
that the struggle can be won only by
military wnits, fighting on behali of,
but not togehter with the people. We



are equally opposed to any sugge-
stions that our pepole have been co-
wed and terrorised into permanent im-
mobility by the apparent might of the
enemy and that therefore we need me-
rely inject military units to raise the
people’s fighting spirit from naought
Rather, life has presented us with the
task of mastering the art of combining
both mass actions and armed struggle.

In our situation there can be no short-
culs to revolution; we must necesar-
rily poss through this stoge of slow,
poinstaking work of teadhing the
people in the towns and the country-
side, in the foctories, farms, mines and
schools; of leading the women and
youth; teaching them methods of orgo-
nisation and struggle. Potience ond
stubborn persistence in our wark s
already paying off great dividends.

in the post few months, South Africa
has been rodked by o series of mass
actions by the oppressed people. In
Port Elizabeth, one of ocur main cities,
there wos the month-long bus boycott
in struggle against an increase in fo-
res. Even when the police moved in,
opening fire and killing and injuring
many people, the people refused 1o
submit, extended their toctics to in-
clude revolutionary violence Iin re-
spanse to police terror, until the au-
thorities were forced to enter into ne-
gotiations with them. Throughout the
country, the people are aoctively re-
sisting the government's policy of re-
movals, Many times the government
has been forced to call in armed po-
lice wnits.

The peasants, in the most widely-pu-
blicised incident, challenged even this
police might by toking up primitive
arms against it. putting it to flight
and loter evading it when it storted
pursuing them. Thousands of blodk
workers in the gorment industry and
the dodks have won for themselves
higher woges by putting in demands,
badcked by strike action. These were
struggles against not only the employ-
ers but alsa the government which
badcked the employers.

In the schools and colleges, the stu-
dents have continued to struggle
against an educational and social sy-
stem which gives them not only bacdk-
ward educaotional facilities, but also
an educotion whidh is inferior in its
content. The apartheid state has been
compelled toc oppeoint o commission
of inguiry to discover the couses of
student unrest. The students have or-
gonised an overwhemlingly success-
ful black people’s boycott of the cele-
brations marking the 10th anniversary
of the white oppressors’ Republic, in
May 1971 moking the celebrations a
complete farce. Everywhere the people
are rising to meet the might of the
enemy, thanks to persistent work by

our underground organisotion, under
the most difficult conditions.

Aport from the tosk of moss mobilisa-

tion, we are confronted with two other
strotegic tosks.

The first of these is the further con-
solidotion ond expansion of our orgo-
nisation within the country. Without a
revolutionary organisotion no revolu-
tionary tronsformation is possible.
ﬂp-eruting as we do in a police stote,
we hove to observe to the last letter,
all the principles of illegal orgonisa-
tion, It should be borne in mind thot in
South Africa there is no area of the
country which the enemy’s civil and po-
lice odministration has no representa-
tives with whom it is in direct and
immediote contoct

Therefore it is o matter of absolute ne-
cessity for us, whether we work in the
countryside or in the towns, that we
should work in secret, slowly, paying
meticulous ottention to detail and
constantly checking the ground we
hove covered to discover whether there
haos been any possibility of police pe-
netrotion or discovery.

The enemy of course realises the im-
portance of stopping us from success-
fully carrying out this strategic task of
orgonisation. He therefore spares
neither effort nor ingenuity, personnel
nor money in trying to destroy our or-
gonisotion, ot home and abroad. Yet,
he is ftorced to odmit thot he connot
destroy us, as the dhief of the combi-
ned secret service of the Republic of
South Africa, Gen. van den Bergh of
the Bureau of State Security recently
admitted.

Armed Struggle

Unique among all the peoples of Af-
rico, our people were completely dis-
armed by the colonialists and racists.
Yet we foce an enemy which can only
be removed by force of arms. We
therefore face the responsibility of
helping our people to acquire war
material ot home and obroad, of trai-
ning them in the handling of this ma-
terial ond providing cadres wha can
lead them in defeating an army whidch
is armed with the most modern wea-
pons, which has directly studied the
most recent experiences [n counter-
insurgency and whose militory supp-
lies and war needs are guoranteed by
the imperialist world. In a situation in
which the terroin normally considered
fovourable for guerrilla wartare is ab-
sent, in which the socio-economic
characteristics of the population are
those of an industrialised country and
in which there are other unique feo-
tures, such os the total and compre-
hensive contral of the population

through the machinery of civil admini-
stration, we ore constontly called on
to decide maony new and unique
questions of worfare. This further com-
plicates our tosk, raising the necessity
for greater ingenuity ond painstoking
work if the preparotions are to leod
successfully to on expanding militory
struggle,

The preparctions for and the corrying
out of our revolution, as for any other
revolution, confront us with many diffi-
cult and proctical guestion. These we
are overcoming ond will continue to
do so, though occassional reverses
are not impossible. No amount of
theorising or prescribing solutions will
bring liberation to the suffering ond
struggling people of our country, And
here we need to stote it os cleorly os
possible, thot we consider the pro-
gressive world, and especiolly inde-
pendent Africa, os our most stable
reor, just as the imperialist countries
constitute our enemy's most stoble
rear. In thot sense, the consistent oc-
tivisation of our rear to give us, who
are in the hontline, uninterrupted and
odequate proctical and material sup-
port as our enemy receives from their
rear, constitutes one of the significant
foctors in the pace of the development
of our struggle. As yet, we can say, the
level of activisation of this rear is, in
relation to our needs, very low. This is
the ftoct of the situation, however, un-
palatable it moy be, though of course,
we wish to do no injustice to those
countries and peoples of Africa in par-
ticurlar, who have borne their Ffull
share ond more ol their part of the
burden of support of what is, object-
vely, on oll-Africon caouse.

In this context, we should like to put
on record our oppreciotion and deep-
telt thanks for the help given to us by
this honoroble committee to hold owr
conference in Zombia from the 27th-
3ist of August The conference was a
signilicant milestone in the further un-
folding of our struggle. It confirmed
the general line of our organisation
for the seizure of power and under-
took o detoiled review of our progress
and charted the way forward. It further
roised the level of unity and common
purpose within our ranks, controry to
the wishes of our enemies.

We, in wunity with our courageous
people, will continue the process, ot
home, of horassing the enemy and
wearing him down. We are confident
ol success and are willing to sacrifice
all for the final ond bitter battle to
free our Motherland from the rocist
monsters who rule it today.

w
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Mr. Josiah Chiﬁnmn

Mr. Josiah Chinamano, who had been a leading mem-
ber of the outlowed Zimbobwe African Peoples Union
(ZAPU), ond right hand man to Mr. Joshua Nkomo,
was alse the founder and Heodmaster of the largest
non-Government schoel in Rhodesio, the Highfields
Community School in Solisbury which had 1,400 pupils.
He also founded a co-operotive office and shopping
centre. His example encouraged others to help -
the Scottish Union of Teachers helped to supply
him with stoff — several liberal white Rhodesian
women gave their secretarial services. Long before
U. D. . the Government tried to undermine the school
offering without success higher salories to Mr. China-
mano's white teachers.

On 16th April 1964 the regime struck. In terms of the
Low and Order {(Maintenance) Act they detained Mr.
Chinamano and his wife Ruth without chorge in the
desolate camp ot Wha Wha. Mrs. Chinamane was one
of the few women to be detained. Their five children
were left parentless and os the youngest, Josiah Junior,
was only two ot the time, he went into detention with
his parents. Four years loter, o British lecturer, Mr.
Russell Warren Howe, raised a fund to bring Josiah
junior to the United Kingdom. The other four children
were forced to spend all their school holidays in the
camp, Elizabeth, the only daughter, hos been seriously
aoffected by the detention of her parents.

In 1969, the Internotional Defence ond Aid Fund took
over the support of all five children, including the pay-
ment of school fees. Mr. Chinomano studied B. 5c.

(Econ.) and also acted as Education Secretary for the
project run by the Fund whereby men in detention are
provided with study courses. Mrs. Chinamano olso stu-
died under the oegis of this scheme. At the time of
his arrest and throughout his detention Mr. Chinamane
was ill with hypertension. Just prior to his release he
was taken from Wha Wha to underge a hernia ope-
ration.

On é6th August 1970 Mr. Chinemano and his wife were
released, but were confined to an area within the
radius of four miles from their Highfield home. Mr,
Chinomane was forbidden to return to teaching. 5o
he and his wife opened o small store to enable them
to earn o living, while the Fund continues to pay for
the education of the children.

Ill, restricted, beset with family problems, Mr. and Mrs.
Chinamano might hove decided to keep quiet in the
present situation. But a man of his dedication does not
abandon the fight against injustice. Writing of him
Mr. Howe said: “Mr. Chinamane has never lost his
faith in his deeply fel belief in the world as a commu-
nity of people”.

Mi. Chinamano became active in the African Naotio-
nal Council and now once aogain both he and his
wife hove been arrested by the 5Smith Regime. The
International Defence and Aid Fund fears greatly for
his heolth and is concernad about the eHect of these
latest arrests on the Chinomane children. It knows
however that the spirit of Mr. and Mrs. Chinomane
will never be broken,
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‘in December 1971, over 20,000 No-
mibion workers downed tools and
went on strike, bringing the mines
ond other industries to o stondstill
‘ond paralysing the country. Two
months loter, most of them were
still out on strike, and the action
haod escalated to armed insurrec-
tion in parts of Ovamboland to the
north. It was the the most extensive
strike in Momibia’s stormy history,
a mighty blow which shook the
Vorster regime's illegal administra-
tion, and a  historic defeat for
aportheid unparalleled since the
reat mass campaigns of the ANC
ﬂ. South Africa in the fifties and
early sixties.
SECHABA pays tribute to the cou-
rage and militance of the Namibian
workers and people. Their resource-
ful ond determined action has
demonstrated once agoin their
unquenchable desire to be free of
the loathsome racist rule of Pretoria
ond its cruel economic exploitation.
Their united resistance to the police
ferror unleashed from Pretoria has
inspired the oppressed millions
throughout Southern Africa, and
engraved @ new ond treasured
page in the history of the freedom
struggle.
The story of the strike is told below
in three parts, Part | deals with the
background to the strike, Part |l
with the actual events of Decem-
ber, January and February, and
Part 1ll with the lessons of this

important struggle.

Al
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The South West Africo Native Labour
Association (SWANLA) was formed in
1943, Its task = until it wos abolished
in January of this year — was to chon-
nel African workers from Ovambeland,
the Kookoveld, Kavenge and other
parts of SWA to white farmers, into go-
verment service, to the mines, fishe-
ries and foctories of the territory, and
the remainder (usually 10-15 %) via
its Wotwatersrand counterpart (Wi-
nela), to the South Africon gold mi-
nes, From the outset SWANLA dis-
charged its odious duties with maxi-
mum concern for the needs of the em-
ployers and minimum care for the wor-
kers. Being o monopoly, without rivals,
enjoying Government recognition and
bocking, SWANLA imposed its own
terms and conditions, ond sustoined
a human traffic in ultra-cheap, virtual
slave lobour which mode South West
Africa o paradise for foreign copitalists

and a living hell for the blad worker,
Mot thot forced migratory labour,
starvation wages ond the disruption
of fomily life begon with SWANLA's
formation in 1943. It goes back to the
early 1920's. Then, the unusually Aot
plains of Ovamboland were able to
support the people, the scil being
flooded annually from the highlands
of southern Angola. Crop cultivation
was practised more widely than any-
where else in this dry., drought-prone
land. (It was partly the relative inde-
pendence of the Ovambe people ari-
sing from their mode of subsistence.
and promoted by the geographic iso-
lation of their territory, that gave rise
to the colonisers’ fovourite myth -
now shattered for ever — that the
Ovambos were willing and happy sub-
jects of the Pretoria government's
administration). Harsh measures in-
cluding taxotion of grazing londs ond

tribal levies were adopted to push the
men off the land and inte the service
of British, South African and loter
(since Sharpeville}] American mining
copital. Conditions were worse on the
white-owned farms, where workers
suffered lowest woge rotes, arbitrory
treatment, humiliation ond assault,
without even the compensation of thot
ense of solidarity ond mutuel
strength - plus the possibilities of or-
gonisation = which cre offorded by
industrial wage lobour. Not surpri-
singly, the recent strike has received
least support from the workers on the
white-owned farms. Not only do they
often have the use of o bit of land
such as no mineworker hos oway from
home, but they are aolso exposed to
punitive action from their employers.
The mentality of white farmers can be
gouged from the speech of one of thei
delegaotes to o Congress in Windhoek
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towards the end of last year. He an-
nounced proudly thot he withheld his
employees’ woges until their controct
expired. to ensure thot they stoyed
till the end of the controct; he recom-
mended his system to other lormers.
When white fodrmers odvocate breach
ol controct they are opplouded; when
African workers do the some in de-
fence of their right to o living waoge,
they are prosecuted under the 19th
Century-type Moaosters ond Servants
lows. .

Storvation Wages-
Super Exploitation

Woge rotes were ond are appallingly
low. Writing nearly ten years ago,
Ruth First colculated thot "One yeor's
work by @ miner or industriol worker
at the highest SWANLA rote poid,
will earn E30. The mon earning the
minimum daoily rote gets 35- a
month.” (1) Todoy, the minimum for o
‘picannin’ (i. e. youth) is E2.25 — which
toking into occount the rising cost of
living ond declining volue of money
is lower as o real woge than the sup-
posed minimum of 1962 One em-
ployer. giving evidence for the state
in the triol of the clleged ring-leaders
of the strike, odmitted to poying his

workers o miserly 23 per month, Even
the Chiel Bantu AHairs Commissioner
o Mr. G. White, who is as guilty os
any of the employers and more guilty
than most officials, odmitted in a press
interview: “"The Government concedes
thot the labour controct system and its
pay scales ore not sotisfoctory and
there is no doubt that the Ovambeos
hove justified grounds for com-
plaint.” (2)

The controct system also kept men
opart from their wives and children
for o year or more ot o time. Living
under lock and key, exhousted by the
daily drudge of intense hard work,
ond obliged when not at work to com-
ply with the pass lows, "border’ con-
trol requirements, and the rest of the
apparatus of police.stote regimento-
tion, the Namibian workers have been
no better of thon ordinary convicts -
in foct, worse, becouse their's wos o
life sentence.

The Struggle for Independence

Thus in their conditions of lobour ond
life there was couse enough and fto
spare for the militant strike oction of
the Ovambo and other workers. But
their action had olso an even more im-
portant political aspect which many
reports hove foiled to bring out The
Mamibian pecple have never occep-
ted the rule of foreigners, be they
German (until 1915) or white South
Africans (since 1915). By 1966 they
hod come to realise that freedom and
independence would never come from
outside, that only by their own efforts
would they throw off their shodkles,
that their path forward — other dhan-
nels being blocked — lay through ar-
med struggle. The refusal thot year of
the imperialist-dominated World
Court ot the Hogue to toke o decision
on the legality of the Republic’s an-
nexation of SWA underlined the cor-
rectness of the liberotion movement's
strotegic line, and odded urgency to
the first, difficult undertokings of the
guerrillo cadres of the South West Al
ricon People’s Organisation (SWAPQ)
in the lotter holt of 1964.

From DE MIEUWE LINIE, Amzlerdam

The First Terrorism Act' Trial

The rocist enemy struck bodk in the fas-
cist woy for which it is notorious. Mass
arrests, brutal tortures ond murders
by the South Africon Special Brandh,
protrocted interrogations ond deten-
tions in solitary confinement, culmina-
ting in the trial in Pretoria (storting
June 1967) of 37 Namibion potriots,
oll SWAPQO octivists. Despite their
previous sufferings ot the hands of the
police, they stood trial with dignity
ond complete confidence in the justice
of their couse, defiantly rejecting the
racist court’s claim to jurisdiction over
them. Said thot fine leader, Toive Her-

man Ja Toivo:

ness of Robben Island for life impri-
son ment, it thought it was silencing
them forever. It could not have been
more wrong.

‘Bantustans’ Come 1o Namibia

Using the Odendaal Commission’s re-
port os o basis, Vorster pushed ghead
with the imposition of apartheid in
Namibie and tightened his odministro-
tive hold, in defiance of o UN Secu-
rity Council resolution which conferred
the right of administration — pending
independence = on the UN itself.
Ovamboland -~ as the largest. most
self-sufficient of the scottered Reserves
of Nomibia — wos to be the show-
piece of "separate development’, onot-
her Transkei. In 1968 on oppointed
Ovambeoland Legislative Council wos
created, without even the dchorode of
stoged elections which Verwoerd hod
enacted In the Tronskei, and a clutch
of tribal puppets was installed, hea-
ded by the hoted Chief Shimii. (He
died In o cor ‘accident’ in November
1971), But the apartheidisation of Nao-
mibia only stimuloted the people to
further resistance, and in the northern
region, especially the Caprivi Strip
and Okavango, as well as Ovambo-
lond and the Kaokoveld, guerrilla acti-
vities intensified.

1. Ruth First: “South West Africa™ Pen-
uin Books 1963 p. 139

2. nday Times (lohonnesburg) 19. De-
cembear 197

3 The full text of Toive's speech is con-
toined in "Erosion of the Rule of Low
in South Africe”, published by the In-
' —ationol Commission of Jurists in
e v.ed, 1T9GHA.
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The World Court Condemns
South Africa

Against this background of mounting
poverty, galloping opartheid and the
growing effectiveness of SWAPO's
guerrilla activities, the June 1971 de-
cision of the World Court, belatedly
establishing in international low the
illegality of the Republic’'s rule in Na-
mibia, came as a shorp cotolyst of
further struggle. Predictably, Vorster
rejected the Court's ruling that South
Africa should withdraw from the terri-
tory. The subsequent train of events
has been described os follows:
“Some of the Government-appointed
chiefs, particularly Ushona Shimii,
Chief Minister of Ovambo, welcomed
the 5. African rejection of the court’s
decision. Most Africans, however,
supported the Court, The first sign of
the depth of the unrest came when o
number of employees of the Ovambo
administration, including civil servants
and teachers, issued o public stote-
ment denouncing Shiimii's statement.
They were later dismissed. Subse-
quently, a new secondary school was
opened at Onguediva amid a blaze
of publicity. There waos a demonstra-
tion of over 1,000 teachers, parents
ond students agaoinst South Africa's
presence, and the school was immed-
iately closed. It did not reopen (the
following term). Students at the
Augustineum secondary school near
Windhoek alse demonstrated, and a
lorge number were dismissed. That too
was closed.

In July, the leaders of the two African
churches, Bishop Aualae and Pastor
Gowaseb issued pastoral letters which
were read in all churches, declaring
their support for the International

Compound ot Kutoturo

Court. They also sent open letters to
Vorster, and held to their stand when
summoned to meet him. Colin Winter,
the white Anglican Bishop of Damara-
land, supported them,

Later, the Council of the Rehebothers,
who have had o long history of an
originally granted autonomy being
whittled oway by the Germans ond
South Africans, declared they would
oppeal to the UN, while Chief Kapuuo
of the Hereros also odded his voice
to those colling for o South African
withdrawal." (4)

The Workers Rise

To stop the mounting swell of protest,
heavily armed police rounded up

nearly 800 Africons In the prison-like
barrocks ond bare streets of the Ko-
tatura locatien ot Windhoek. They
were alleged to be there ‘illegolly’.
Inspired by guerrille successes to the
north-east, by the widespread agiio-
tion in schools and colleges, by the
moral weight added to the movemem
by the churches ond their leaders, the
workers began stoppoges spontane-
ously, in Walvis Boy and Windhoek.
But these early efforts. uncordinated
and unorganised, were inevitably
short-lived. The need for organisation
was recognised and met.

The stage was set for massive nation-
wide industriol oction ogoinst the
whole system, All that wos needed
was for somebody to roise the curtoin.

Obligingly, there stepped forward at
this moment Mr. Jannie de Wet, who
rejoices in the title of the Commissio-
ner General of the Indigenous People
of SWA. Replying to a Lutheran church
condemnation of the contract labour
system as ‘slavery’, the haopless De
Wet, naively believing his own go-
vernment's lying propagonda, denied
that contract labour was slavery. How
could it be, when the Ovambos accep-
ted it voluntarily and did not hesitate
to sign contracts?

This open invitation to withdraw from
the contract lobour system was in-
stantly token up by the workers in
Walvis Bay, After discussion they
wrote dozens of personal letters to
friends and contacts in the Windhoek
location and elsewhere urging Joint

action against the centract labour

system. This method of eommunication
ensured that the messaoge got paost
the police, and got round widely and
quickly. [}g;pite intimidation from the
authorities, the Windhoek workers met
early in December 1971 and decided
to strike on the 13th. The Bantu Affairs
Commissioner tried to talk them out
of it, and when he failed, the police
moved In firing off their guns, beat-
ing up men in the streets and smash-
ing windows and doors, The workers
were not cowed. They elected repre-
sentatives who explained the workers'
case to Government-appointed ‘tribal
elders’ who were brought down from
Ovamboland for discussions. The lot-
ters' silance in the face of their argu-
ments was evidence thot they knew

the strikers' cause to be just and rea-
sonable. When one of them haolf-
heartedly urged the strike leaders to
call it off, they refused, because, they
said: "The people hove soid so ond
not us. It is the people who govern
and not us." (This quotation comes
from the diary of one of the strike

leaders who was later charged with
12 others). (5)

4. "Bockground: Third Word Reports”
London 16 Jonuary 1972

5. The diary is' quoted ot length by Alex
Lyen, Labour MP, in an article in The
Observer (London) 13 February 1972,
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Spread Like Wild Fire

In Katutura township. Windhoek, after
similor meetings, the strike wos on. By
the 13th December 6,000 men were
out, and undisclosed numbers of Af-
rican police were sacked for sympathi-
sing with the strikers. Within a few
days, production was stopped at the
Klein Aub and QOamites copper mines,
the Berg Aukas lead ond vonodium
mines, the Uis tin mines and the gi-
gant, US-dominated copper-lead-zinc
complex at Tsumeb. The strikers de-
monded to be token back to their fa-
milies in Ovambaoland, and the autho-
rities — thinking they would be oble
to find enough scab labour to corry on
with, while using the 'tribal elders’ to
put pressure on the strikers, in the re-
lative isolotion of the for north -
promtly complied. It was a strategic
blunder, which overlooked the deep-
rooted political and notional grievan-
ces of not just the Ovombo workers
but all Namibian workers, and their
unity of purpose. Repatriation in foct
both guaranteed thot most of the mi.
nes stoyed closed and shifted the fo-
cus of struggle to the countryside

At the end of December, os though
to proclaim the failure of the Govern-
ment’s effort to confine the struggle to
the north, hundreds of workers dow-
ned tools ot the Consclidated Dio-
mond Mines ot Oranjemund, right
down ot the south-western tip of the
country. The year closed with the con-
tract lobour system in ruins, the
Ovambo workers solidly wunited ond
concentrated in their home province,
and leaders of the Herero ond other
peoples urging their workers nol to
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bladkleg. Thirteen olleged ring-leo-
ders were in joil. over 11,000 Ovambos
had been repatrioted, and at least
20,000 workers were on strike,

Strike Committee Elected

Early in January 1972 the strikers in
Ovamboland elected a committee of
25, chaired by lohanne:s Nangutuulag,
who hod been one of those admini-
straotion employees sadked in July, ond
who was known to be connected with
SWAPO. (It is still too eorly to exa-
mine how far SWAPQ hos been invol-
ved in the strike. The orgonisation has
alwoys hod strong support from the
Ovambo people, amongst whom it be-
gan in 1959. Though not actually ille-
gal like the ANC, it is outlowed in all
but name, its known members con-
stantly under surveillonce and its un-
derground codres unknown). The
strike committee formulated o set of
demonds, circuloted leaflets and cal-
led tor tolks with the government
Waorkers on the roilways, on the tin
and lithium mines and from the fishing
fleet ot Walvis Boy joined the strike,
The government’s reply was to oir-lift
in additional police and announce bi-
loteral tolks first with the employers
and then with the tribal authorities,
The lotter, appointed and unrepresen-
tative, yet were forced to adknowledge
the strength of the popular movement
by supporting the demand for the
abolition of controct labour. The wor-
werks demands were more lar-rea-
ching. They want:
@ freedom to choose their jobs
@ the right to have their fomilies with
them
@ the rote for the job irrespective of
colour, and equal treatment for all

® employment burecux to be establi.
shed in all towns and regions

® mutual respect of employers and
employees

@® woges sufficient for workers to pay
for their own food and transport

® on end to pass-books: identity
cards instead

® removal of ‘the barricade’ (the po-
lice post at the boundary of
Cvamboland).

To these workers' demands the Ovam-
bo people added further demands ot
meetings in different parts of their
territory. They called for:

® the expulsion of all whites from the
territory

® on end to stock inspection

® removal of the border fence bet
ween Ovambeland and Angela (&)

On 21st Jonuary the Government an-
nounced the obolition of SWANLA
and its replacement by a labour re-
cruiting system ta be run by tribol
headmen, It was the old controct sy-
stem in d new, Bantustan-type form
The overwhelming majority of the stri-
kers rejected it out of hond, Their ori-
ginal memorandum had warned thot
they would not occept the old system
in o new guise.

The Crisis Deepens

To quell the mounting dissatisfaction
and growing militance of the people,
the police begon to operate daily
helicopter patrols, especially on the
Angeola border where the fence wos
cut in over twenty different plaoces. The
fence wos erected o few years ago os
part of the Vorster regime’s attempt
to stomp out guerrilla octivities in
northern Namibia, It is deeply resen-
ted by the Ovambe people who live
both on the Namibion and Angolan
sides of the border.

Knowing that it hod done nothing to
remove the causes of discontent, and
having failed to drive the workers back
to work by police intimidation, the
Government began to prepaore o
vicious assault on the people. White
women and dhildren were evacuoted
from the town of Qshikango in Nor-
thern Ovambelond, while the Portu-
guese colonialists moved in large for-
ces of troops on ‘their’ side of the
border, shooting ond beating indis-
criminately. Public meetings other than
those called by chiefs hod olready
been banned - utterly Ineftectively.
At the end of January, to supplement
the 150 additienal Railway, Police
brought from 3South Africo at the star
of the strike, and the Pretoria police
reinforcements flown in at the end of
December, units of the South Africon
Army were senmt to Ovamboland ond
a total news block-out imposed.
Within o few daoys, dozens of Africans
had been shet, ond unknown numbers
wounded and arrested.

4. Rand Daily Mail 20 January 1972
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Armed Revolt

The clamp-down on news has made
it difficult for the outside world to
discover the extent of the ormed resi-
stance which the people now had to
resort to in the foce of Army repres-
sion aond brutality. But on the 25th
January the MNationalist newspoper
‘Die Voderlond' gove the gome owoy
with o ponicky heodline screaming
"OVAMBOS REVOLTY The story thot
followed cloimed that several thou-
sand men, ormed with pongas, spears
and bows and arrows, were marching
on the oadministrative copital of
Ovambelond. Clearly, something of
this sort did occur, although the true
picture has still 1o be revealed. Mare-
over, other ormed closhes hove occur-
red, but even fewer relioble detoils of
these are available ot the time of wri-
ting.

Trying to penetrate the veil of silence,
the Anglican Bishop of Domaraland
{Colin Winter, mentioned earlier) visi-
ted his mission at Odibo. and interce-
ded with the Ondanguo magistrote on
beholf of reiatives of the SWAPO mi-
litants imprisoned on Robben Islond
who were being refused permission to
visit their menfolk. The Bishop was
promtly expelled from Ovombeland
and the remaining Finnish and othes
missionaries In the area (who for
years provided the only education
avoilable there, and who are known
to be sympathetic to the people’
cause) are also in donger of eviction
In oddition to the battles of the
Ovambo strikers with the racist army
and police, there hove been some
small closhes between the strikers
and would-be scobs. The |otter were
duly inflated out of all proportion by
the caopitalist Press in South Africa as

port of its contribution to the govern-
ment's elort to demoralise the men
and defeat the strike. But by the end
of the first week in Februoary, with the
strike almost two months old, an offi-
cial statement revealed thot only 1,711
men hod returned to work = less than
10 % of the total number on strike. The
unity and solidarity of the strikers and
their steodfost determinction in the
face of everything the oportheid re-
gime has thrown ot them, hos been
one of the most striking features of
this tremendous struggle,

'"Normal’ Copitalism Comes
to Mamibia

The Pretorio government con toke
little comfort even from the small num-
bers who hove returned to work, Press
reports from Windhoek and Walvis
Bay reveal thot these men's expecto-
tions af @ new labour system and bet-
ter conditions have been sadly disap-
pointed, and mucdch discontent is evi-
denced by stoppoges and desertions.

Commerciol. domestic ond forming
employers are showing signs of panic
ot the possibility thot - for the first
time: in Nomibio's history - they are
going to have to poy wages that will
attract workers and to compete with
each other os buyers in o lobour mar-
ket.

Meanwhile, on 14th February, the triol
resumed in Windhoek of the 13 men
detained two months previously as ol
leged ringleaders. They are charged
with intimidation, incitement, oand
breach of controct (4 charges in oll).
The Internationol Commission of Ju-
rists has sent block American judge
William Booth as on observer, and he
quidkly onnounced his horror ot the
food and living conditions of the wor-
kers in the Kututura borrocks. By the
time these lines are read, the tricl ond
the strike itself may be over, but whot-
ever the outcome of the present crisis,
the heroic struggle of the Namibian
people commaonds the octive supporl
and appreciation of all progressive
opinion, and its lotest outstonding
ochievements deserve analysis.

When the history of the liberation
struggle in Nomibia comes to be writ-
ten, it may well be that the greot
strike of 1971 72 will occupy the same
key position os the 1905 Revolution in
Russio holds in the history of the first
Socialist Revolution. It may come to be
seen os the general rehearsal for that
ultimate wuprising which will sweep
oway the remnants of colonialism and
racism and set the Namibian people
irreversibly on the path to a better fu-
ture. Certainly, however it ends, things
con never be the same again. The
most octive force for change in the
situation, the MNamibion people. and
especially the Nomibian workers, hove
experienced to the full, and for the
first time on such an extensive scale,
the lotent power which lies in them-

selves — their power not as individuals
but os o mass movement, united be-
hind clear and just aims.

When o people discover thoat they are
powerful, though disarmed by the
Stote, disorganised ond hondicapped
by every link in the chain of exploita-
tion and oppression, then the days of
the oppressors are numbered. Never
again con the superior force and re-
sources of the enemy appear an insu-
perable obstacle. The weapons of the
oppressed - unity, solidarity and or-
gonisotion - hove been tested in
bottle, ond the people have |learned
for themselves what no pelitical orgo-
nisotion con teoch them en mosse,
thot their future lies in their own
hunt?s. Vorster passopl| (Vorster Watch
Out).

Democracy in Action

In 1905, to continue this historical po-
rollel, the workers formed for the first
time the institution which was to be-
come the instrument of their class po-
wer after October 1917 = the Soviets.
It was an unplanned development, an
improvisation of the popular masses
in the course of making history. In the
Namibian strike, the element of recl
gross-roots democracy has similarly
been an unforeseen but crucial fac-
tor. The major decisions were mode
after intensive discussion involving oll
those affected or their immediate de-
legates, Hence the firmness of those
decisions when put to the test of oc-
tion and government reoction. When,
near the end of January, the chairman
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White section ol Windhoek

of the strike committee |ll-odvisedly
welcomed the new form of migrotory
labour and urged strikers to go bodk,
using the local radio stotion to reach
a wider oudience than he had ever
hod, the people lorgely ignored him,
not only because his judgement wos
so clearly wrong os to the merits of the
proposed tribal recruiting scheme, but
olso becguse in their eyes he hod no
mandante to accept it.

The Decisive Role of Armed
Struggle

A third lesson of the strike is its vivid
proof of the way in which when a hig-
her form of struggle is correctly intro-
duced into a people's movement, it ra-
dicolly deepens the scope and charac-
ter of other, lower torms of struggle.
SWAPO lounched armed struggle in
1966. No territory was liberoted, no
major military victories were won in
the ensuing live years. Yet it hod
been a correct toctic, and its correct.
ness was borme out by the deep peli-
tical overtones which the worker's
strike took on from the outset, and by
the way In which an industrial strike
developed rapidly into a general poli-
tical strike and thence into armed in-
surrection, A decade ogo, o similar
economic conflict could not haove

spread so quickly or turned into o ma-
jor political confrontation. This is one
of the respects in which ormed
struggle is proving to be the decisive
form of struggle, not only in Namibiag,
but throughout Southern Africa. Ar-
med struggle. correctly odopted, roises
other forms of struggle towards itself
and sharpens their impact. The signi-
ficance of this will not be lost on the
South African people,

It would be easy — and foolish - for
outside sympathisers to feel superior
about the cultural boadwordness of
the Ovambo strikers reflected in their
open religiosity —the prayers at the
start of their meetings, their frequent
references to God as the leader of
their couse, the still pervasive influ-
ence of Church and mission in their
lives. Again, the example of other re-
volutions remind us that it is not the
religious forms of Men's ideas but
their objective understanding of the
real situation and their role in it which
determines the revolutionary charocter
of their struggle. Were not the Rus-
sion peasants superstitious., devout
and overwhelmed by the prestige of
the Tsar? Yet they fought for the Re-
volution and proved In action to be
the main ally of the proletariot,

There can be no doubt thot not only
will the peocple of Namibla emerge
stronger than ever from this epic pe-

riod, but also their notional liberation
movment SWAPO will command wider
respect and deeper loyalty. "l
SWAPQ claimed to have crgaonised
the strike", wrote on English journalist
in The Guardion (12/11972) after o
recent visit to Namibia, "it would have
been suppressed Iimmediately. But
there is no doubt in my mind thot
SWAPO has o great deal to do with
it. All the Ovambos | met In Namibia
talked about SWAPO as the major
element in resistance to white supre-
macy.”

One final porallel with 1905. Then.
and now, the willingness of the mos-
ses to tight and sacritice for the reve-
lution proved to be for chead of the
copaocity of the orgonised vanguard to
lead and co-ordinote their struggle
The hercic men who took to arms in
Northern Ovombolond are not to be
blamed for their desperote oction. On
the contrary, they deserve our respect
and applause, for they hove blozed o
trail which others will toke in far greot-
er numbers, better prepared ond more
skilled in the art of insurrection, and
their blood hos wotered the growing
flower of the victorious people's revo
lutionary struggle! Todoy's speors
and arrows will be tomorrow's guns
and bullets, todoy's spontaneocus oul-
bursts tomorrow's planned uprising,
todoy's set-backs tomorrow’s triumphs
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