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THE THAW?

To depend on spontaneity is to be
pelitically bankrupt, yet manifestations
of spontaneous mass action are highly
significant. They are o sure index
of a rising tide among the masses
opening the way for orgonised politi-
cal struggle. Spontaneous action
points to o change in mood where the
surfoce had remained apparently calm
for some time. This is how we interpret
the explosions into violence which
have burst upon South Africa in the
past year.

It seems that the thaw is on the waoy,
ond unlike in noture where the tran-
sition from cold winter to better days
is even in tempo simultoaneously rele-
asing large areas from oppressive-
ness; in politics the thaw is painful and
uneven, as the mask of sullen possivity
is thrust oside by the sheer force of
occumulated anger. For a people to
open the rood to revolution it must
first overcome its fear and this can
only be done by flexing its muscles in
oction, which, even if it ends in tempo-
rary local defeat nevertheless reveals
the immensity of popular power. It is
in oction, olbeit spontaneous, that the
masses harness their couroge, focus
their hotred on o single point and see
the very real fear thot they con strike
into the enemy. The sight of the ene-
my's fear remains in the consiousness
of the oppressed, a reminder thot they
have the power to assert their will
over that of the oppressor. Political
struggle is in the long run, also o
matter of self-confidence.

South- Africo has possed through o
period of comporative stabllity. The
waves of sabotoge in the eorly sixties
which were put down by moss arrests
and systematic attacks on the libe-
ration movement was accompanied
by feverish state mobilization. The
Speciol Bronch wos exponded enor-
mously, the armed forces were enlar-
ged, more police were recruited and
civilions given troining. Thousands of
police ogents were insinuated among
the people to root out political acti-

vists and create an atmosphere of fea:
The police state seemed to be every
where, listening., wotching, snatching
people out of their beds not to hLe
seen again for a long time.

To a certain extent the technique of
terror worked, it always has. But it wa
also counterproductive = it produced
its own antithesis, a hotred more in
tense than even our sorely tried peop/«
have known in the past. And while
former methods of systematic politica
activity were moade extremely difficut
the urge to resist continued to smoul
der steadily. Latterly it hos begun to
flare. S0 much so, that at times the
very sight of the police, armed as they
alwoys are has been enough to rouse
the people to fury. The long pent-up
anger over-flows breaking down the
walls of fear and driving the people to
rush at the very enclaves of white fire
power.

These spontanecus acts of anger have
the odvantaoge in that they are unpre-
dictable. They cotch the police on the
wrong foot, reveal their numerical dis-
advantage, ond even though the
police eventually get the upper hand.
the mood of militont elotion is not
soon forgotten.

SPONTANEOUS VIOLENT
OUTBURSTS

The lotest instance of mass violence
against the police is typical. As repor-
ted opposite, thousonds of Coloured
people in Port Elizabeth, already
deeply incensed by a rise in bus fares.
were suddenly roused to fury ot o
peaceful protest meeting by the appe-
arance of armed police in riot vans
They burst out of the sports ground
where they were ossembled and mar-
ched on the neoarest police station o
mile and o half oway where they pro-
ceeded to stone the police. It was ol
they had, stones and numbers, and it
was clearly not enough, for the 150
police, with the aid of bullets, teor
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gos and dogs. managed to force the
crowd to retreat, leaving behind ten
wounded. But the mosses were for
from cowed, as they showed in the
township that night.

The violent outburst ot Port Elizabeth
is no isoloted event. Sechabo hos re-
ported similar incidents in other cen-
tres in the past year. In February last
year, a confrontation between African
roil passengers and police ot Benoni
followed o now fomiliar paottern. A
large crowd was incensed by the appe-
aorance of a police squad at o railway
crossing and moved against the police
who thereupon opened fire. Four days
later, in Ceres, Cope Province, o large
crowd demonstrated outside o police
station and were fired at by the police
wounding four men.

On the same doy ot Klerkskerp, Trans-
voal, police opened fire on o crowd
ol Africons when they refused to dis-
perse. In March last year o large num-
ber of African bystonders ot a rail
crash stoned the police when they
appeared on the scene.

At lkwezi station, near Johonnesburg,
3000 angry Africans stoned the police
lost October ofter o train smash in

which 12 Africons were killed and 242
injured.

These are some of the instances that
have been reported. We suspect that
there have been others which have
been hushed up and the figures re-
cently issued by the Minister of Police
on police casuclties support our sup-
position. He admitted in Parliament
that 13 police were killed on duty last
vear (excluding those killed on border
patrol by guerillas or in road aeci-
dents) and 3699 were injured. Casual-
ties of this order can only be explai-
ned by the constant war of ottrition
thot breaks out every now and then
between police and the oppressed in
the Black ghettos.

WHEN FEELING RUNS HIGH

The increasing incidence of mass pro-
tests accompanied by violence against
the police proves that a feeling of des-
Peration coupled with sheer dauntless
Courage is toking hold of the oppres-
sed people in South Africo. And, judg-
ing by the events in Port Elizabeth and

elsewhere, this applies not only to
Africans, the most harrassed people
in the country, but to the Coloured
people too who constitute a large
community in @ number of cities, and

who often live in dire poverty

It is now clear that no matter how
great the police surveillonce or wide-
spread the network of informers, when
feeling runs high the masses will act
even if they are unarmed and the
odds are ogainst them.

Spontaneous mass protests, even if
it is violent in mood, will not bring
about a revolution in South Africa.
That much is obvious to any student
of politics, but the willingness to resort
to mass violence proves that the poli-
tical consciousness of the Black people
in South Africa is foar odvanced. Gone
are the illusions which led people to
send deputations to the Minister of
this and that. Gone are the days when
Black people hoped vainly for o peace-
ful tronsition to a democratic society.

Instead there is growing a profound
contempt for authority which only
needs to be reinforced by organisation
to become a real revolutionary force.
Herein lies o supreme chollenge to
our own movement to motch our skill
ogainst the efficiency of the police.

Sechaba saolutes the people of Port
Elizabeth and elsewhere who have so
valiontly attocked the police. We are

particularly moved by the knowledge

that they did so unarmed, and this

knowledge octs as a spur to remedy

this deficiency. While we believe that
ultimately it will be the organised
ormed forces of the liberation army

that will make our revolution, we know .
only too well that victory depends

on the kind of people who fought the
police at Port Elizabeth.

ANGRY
GROWED

SlNES
POLIGE

Violence
erupts in

Cape Coloured
Township

That mass violence lies just
beneath the surface in South
Africa was seen in the swift build
up to flashpoint in a recent bus
fare dispute. A mass rally of
40,000 Coloured people in the
segregated Coloured Township ot
Port Elizabeth was followed by a
march on the nearest police station
where thousands of demonstrators
stoned the police. The police
opened fire at the unarmed crowd
hitting at least ten protestors. The
crowd dispersed but the whole
township was soon aroused and
the police were harrassed wherever

they went.
Continued on Page 4
3



The battle with the police was the
sequel to a week long boycott of buses
when the local bus company raised
fares by a halfpence. Residents refu-
sed to pay and instead walked up to
ten kilometers to town. They then or-
ganised a mass protest at the Gelvan-
dale football ground which turned out
to be one of the biggest ever in the
Township. Local leaders and clergy
oddressed the meeting which was or-
derly until the police appeared on the
scene in riot vans and armed with
staves, revolvers and sten guns. Even
then the crowd remained calm wuntil
a policeman moved to arrest a man
on the edge of the crowd.

The provocation was too much, and
immediately a crowd of some 10,000
stormed forward, burst out of the
ground and headed for the Gelvan-
dale police station a mile and a half
away. The police called for reinforce-
ments but the people surged on in an
angry mood. When they arrived at the
police station they hurled abuse at
the police and began stoning them.
A force of some 150 police made se-
veral baton charges, threw tear gas
and used dogs to force the crowd
bac. Some policeman then panicked
and opened fire ot close range.
Among those Iinjured were o pregnant
woman, a girl of fifteen and @ man
who was shot in the back. Altogether
there were 24 cosualties.

Elsewhere in the township, police fired

NEW
MILITANCY
BY GARMENT
WORKERS
LEADS TO
BIG GAINS
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shots into the air when hundreds of
infuriated residents surrounded three
police vans and stoned them. Heavily
armed police reinforcements fanned
out attacking residents everywhere.
They chased bystanders clubbing them
indiscriminantly and as dusk drew on
they opened fire at anything moving
in the shadows. The people countered
by further stone throwing and by
building barricades of old furniture,
sewerage pipes and refuse material
to block off the streets. Fires started
in several ploces as police with dogs
began searching houses and making
arrests.

Next day the buses were withdrawn
and the boycott was even more solid
then before.

POLICE LIKE A RED RAG
TO A BULL

Mr. F. L. Erasmus, chairman of the Bus
Fares Action Committee said that there
hod been "o week of peaceful protest”
before the police intervention at the
mass rally. “The only time they come,
there's trouble. When people see the
police it is like o red rag to a bull.”

Another local leader, Father Maxwell
Salsone, o member of the Coloured
Management Committee said, “The
Government allows prices to climb un-
hampered but what is significant is
that the woges of the poorer classes

S

The Garment Workers Union in Natal
gained a 15 per cent increase for aoll
workers as a result of mass mobili-
zation and tough manoeuvering
against the bosses.

At the biggest meeting for a long time,
25,000 workers, mainly Coloured and
Indion, took a militant line on woges
and working conditions. Alarmed em-
ployers later locked out 6,000 workers.
At one foctory the shop steward was
sacked. Workers walked out in protest
and the union found jobs for the 50
people involved. The factory was left
without o single machinist or general
hand and it is certain that it will take
them some months to recover since

are not increased so readily. A bus
fare rise may not sound much, but
when considered in proportion to the
wage of a Coloured labourer it is
quite phenomenal. The bus fore pro-
test is the culmination of years of
frustration over increased costs and
white authority. It needed only a poli-
ceman — to us the symbol of White
authority, to light the spark.”

It is no coincidence that Gelvandaole
Township should be the scene of such
widespread public bitterness. Waoges
in the area are on the breadline, the
township itself is made up of rows and
rows of overcrowded houses intersper-
sed with slum housing. Recreational
facilities are minimal. Education is
only token and young people are left
to hang about the streets since job
opportunities are few. All this is ag-
gravated by the feeling that the re-
sidents didn't want to live here any-
way, and that it was only the Govern-
ment’'s apartheid policies which were
responsible for the Coloured people
being moved so for out of town. Re-
sentment at this injustice coupled
with grinding poverty has made Gel-
vandale o festering sore. It is now in-
habited by a bitter people ready to
fight back when pressed too far. They
have shown that they are no longer
prepared to remain a silent majority
but will vote with stones even against
armed police. What will they not do
when they have more than stones?

e

there is o general shortage of labour.
As o result of their militant stand, the
garment workers have won a hand-
some victory which is all the more cre-
ditable in this police-ridden country.
Employers agreed to poy a 15 per cent
increase for all workers from May this
year, and another 5 per cent in May
next year. New overtime rates for Sa-
turday work include the payment of
one and a half time for the first four
and a half hours and double time the-
reafter. Training time will be reduced
by six months.

The union is due to enter negotiotions
in the Transvaal soon.
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POLAROID
MUST

DISENGAGE
- adlo
PRW.M.

“We demand that we no longer be used as tools to en-
slove our brothers and insure corporate profits”, declares
a statement by the Polaroid Revolutionary Workers' Move-
ment in which they declare that the struggle to force the
Polaroid Corporation to end all trade with South Africa
will continue.

“We see the South African apartheid system as the symbol
of the many ‘inhumanities’ in the United Stotes. We
cannot begin to deal with racism in Polaroid or the US
until Polarcid and the US cease to uphold and support
apartheid. Bloack people in South Africa are enslaved and
dehumanised in order to ensure the security of opartheid
and the capitalists’ margin of prefit.”

Recently two leading Polaroid workers, Caroline Hunter
and Ken Williams, testified before the U.N. Committee on
Apartheid that the company's program to benefit black
workers in its South Africon business was a sham that

@ctually supported apartheid. They repeated the PRWM's
demands:

"1. that Polaroid announce a policy of complete disen-
gogement from South Africa. We believe that all American

Companies doing business there reinforce that racist sy-
stem,

“2. that Polaroid announce its position on apartheid
Publically in the U.S. and South Africa, simultaneously.

KEN WILLIAMS - Polarcid workers' Leader

*3. that Polaroid contribute profits earned in South Africa
to the recognised African liberation movements.”

The Polaroid Revolutionary Workers Movement strongly
denounced the full-page odvertisement by Polaroid that
appeared in major newspapers throughout the country
on January 12th announcing that Polaroid would stay in
South Africa to implement their "experiment” of under-
mining apartheid from within.

“First we will take @ number of steps with our distributor,
as well as his suppliers, to improve dramatically the sala-
ries and other benefits of their nonwhite employees”,
said the statement by Polaroid.

“. .. Our business associated in South Africa will alse be
obliged... to initiote o well-defined program te train
non-white employees for important jobs within their com-
panies ... We will commit o portion of our profits earned
there to encourage black education. One avenue will be
to provide funds for the permanent staff and office of the
black-run Association for Education and Cultural Advance-
ment. A second method will be to make a gift to a foun-
dation to underwrite educational expenses for about 500
black students at various levels of study from elementary
school through wuniversity ... maoke grants to assist tea-
chers ... (ond provide for) two exchange fellowships for
blacks under the U.5.-South African Leader Exchange
Program."



CAROLINE HUNTER — Sacked for exposing apartheid

UNMLY A TUREN PAY KIS

The odvertisement gave prominence to the recommen-
daotions of the 14-man committee appointed by Polaroid’s
president, Edwin Land. to investigote whot the company
should do. The committee decided it needed on-the-spot
reports and so Lond autherised @ 4-man mission which
visited South Africa in December last year. One of the
two black members of the mission claimed that a number
of people he hod met, black and white, wanted the com-
pany to stay in South Africa. He said he hod recommen-
ded a 100", salary increase for black employees in the
South African subsidiary and education grants for em-
ployees children. However, reports from South Africa indi-
cate thot Frank and Hirsch, the South African distributors
of Polaroid, propose to raise African wages from the pre-
sent minimum of RS0 a month by a minimum of about R8
— their response to Polaroid's instruction that they in-
crease African wages "drastically”. These increases would
not bring the wages of unskilled African workers in the
company even up to the R?5 which the Institute of Race
Relations regards as the effective minimum monthly in-
come needed to pay. not only for subsistence needs like
food, clothing and shelter, but also for the bare minimum
of furniture, personal care and so on.

Polaroid has said that Frank and Hirsch will be obliged
to initiote a well-defined programme to train non-whites

| for important jobs. Presently the company employs several

African supervisors and one African mailing clerk. These
are considered tu be the most important African jobs in
an organisation which employs 210 white and 155 African
employees. One or two new African supervisors have been
appointed recently and received wage increases of R10
to R20 a month. Most of them now receive between R150
ond R200 o month = similar to the range of salaries Frank
and Hirsch, like other Johannesburg firms, pays its junic
white typists.

Mr. H. M. Hirsch, managing director, has said thot the
firm intends to open up managerial posts to black emp
loyees, but, since they would not be put in positions of
authority over white workers, they could only be in charge
of all-black departments. For the same reason it would
seem that blocks are blocked from the board.

On the education question, the donation to be given to
the Association for Education and Cultural Advonce (soid
to be about R10,000) will not make much impression or
the critical shortage of school buildings and trained tea-
chers for African dhildren = let alone influence the type
of education which is strictly dictated by the Government
Furthermore, if by "underwrite” Polaroid means it wil
“pay for"” the expenses of about 500 bladk pupils and stu-
dents, the cost to the company would be R58,000 a year
if this number were divided equally between elementary
schools (half boarders), high schools (also half boarders),
universities and teacher training colleges.

JLAROID’S NASTY RETALIATIO

The Polaroid Revolutionary Workers Movement has accu-
sed Polaroid of “brain washing” the black members of
the commitee. Indeed, during the mission’s stay in South
Africa all the members stayed at o five-star hotel in Jo-
hannesburg and Mr, Chuck Jones told Post: "I'll tell my
buddies back home what a ball we had in this country.
Imagine how excited they'll be when | tell them obou!
our visit to o Soweto speak-easy.”

Following the company's announcement that it will stoy
in South Africa the PRWM haos stepped up its campaign
for an international boycott of Polaroid products "until
Polaroid gets out of South Africa or until South Africa is
liberated in the name of her peoples”. Circulars have
been distributed colling for leafleteering and picktetting
outside shops selling or displaying Polaroid products, and
the marking with o large white cross (the mark of qua-
rantine) of all shops which reluse to comply.

Company reaction hos been sharp. The immediate sus-
pension, pending dismissal of two leading P. R. W. mem-
bers, Caroline Hunter and Clyde Walton, was announced
and o warning issued to all other employees that any
public support of the boycott would be deemed "miscon-
duct detrimental to the best interests of the Company .
ond subject to severe disciplinary action including dis-
charge.

But company retaliation extends beyond their own emplo-
yees. Mr, Christopher Ntetha, a South African who haos
been advising the PRWM has been told by Boston State
College that his cuntract will not be renewed ot the end
of the present ocademic year. He is one of five foculty
members being victimised for their activity in political coau-
ses connected with greater student participation and
“black” or third world studies.

But there is evidence thot the compaign against Polaroid
is winning support from other quarters. Last October Fo-
laroid mode o donation of $20,000 to the United Black
Appeal, @ fund to finance lecal black development pro-
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jects. The donation was part of the $100,000 given by the
company every year to community groups and the first
evidence of their decision to shift contributions away from
traditional recipients such as private colleges and chari-
ties, into minority group needs.

But the United Block Appeal has declined “to use this
donation for local needs ahd would split it between black
African liberation groups ond the Bladk United Front in
Cairo, lllinois.

“The (Polaroid) gift to the United Black Appeal... com-
promised the Appeal in the public mind, since it could
be interpreted as an attempt to prevent comment from
the black community about the controversy.”

"The community's willingness to give up funds sorely nee-
ded in our own community is evidence of the commitment
of bladcks to fight in every way the slow destruction of the
black population in South Africa”, the U.B.A. said. "It is
on expression of strong resentment all blacks have of
the continued business-as-usual attitude of the United
States government and the United business corporations.
These ottitudes serve to support the blatantly repressive
ond obviously genocidal regime of the Republic of South
Africa and will make this nation to o great degree res.
ponsible for the decimation of the bladcks of South Africa,
which is bound to occur if apartheid continues unchecked.

CLYDE WALTON - Polaroid victim

o - ——

G.M.
UNDER
FIRE

IN U.S.

(Report in Rand Daily Mail
17/2/M)

WASHINGTON. - Anti-apartheid lobbyists and
Automobile Union officials are convinced that
General Motors has sent o senior executive to
South Africa to work out a “Polarcidtype” deal
to answer demands that the company should
withdraw from the Republic.

But a General Motors spokesman said in Was-
hington yesterday he would have to get instruc-
tions from company headquarters in Detroit be-
fore he could explain why Fronk Angle, G.M.s
directors of overseas labour relations, has flown
to Port Elizabeth.

Angle's visit comes soon after the announce-
ment by the Episcopal (Anglican) Church that
it wants G.M. to wind up its operations in
South Africo becouse they underwrite apartheid.
The Church owns 12 574 shares of G.M. stodk,
a fraction of the 285500000 shares. It waonts
G.M. to put its get-out-of-South Africa demand
to the annual stockholders meeting in May os o
formal resolution.

The speculation in Washington is that Angle
is trying to arrange o compromise whereby G.M.
would pledge to upgrode Bladk workers, and
give them better educational prospects, instead
of withdrawing from South Africa. This is what
the Polaroid Corporation has done to meet the
demands from some of its Negro workers thaot
it should close down its South Africon business.
“It is obvious that Angle has gone to South
Africa to arrange a Polaroid-type deal™, an aute
union offical said. “The heat is on with the Epis-
copal Church ogitation and the company must
find @ way out.”

The anti-apartheid movement and the Episcopal
Church are likely to reject any "Polaroid” com-
promise if G.M. arranges it.




Mrs. Winnie Mandela, wife of Nelson
Mandela, had her first direct confron-
tation with South Africa’s twin viclen-
ces of law and order in 1958, when
she was arrested and detained in Jo-
hannesburg, while pregnant, for parti-
cipating in women's anti-pass demon-
strations. From then on there seemed
to be no end to the chronicle of police
harrassment, intimidation and humili-
ation of this brave woman, 35 years
old, a mother of three dhildren, whose
husband today serves a life sentence
on Robben lsland.

It was perhaps inevitable that Mrs.
Mandela, becouse of her relationship
with the leader of the African National
Congress, should become a prime tar-
get of the police force. On 28 January
1963, she was served with @ notice
banning her from attending meetings
or gatherings, and from communica-
ting with other banned persons. The
notice also confined her to the lJo-
hannesburg area. Under this order,
she was not allowed to visit her hus-
band, whe was in jail in Pretoria at
the time, or even communicate with
him, as he was a banned person. She
could only do this with special permis-
sion. Late that same year, Mrs. Man-

dela was arrested for contravening the
banning order. And for this she was to

- be punished even more viciously. On

12 February 1965, she was served with
o five-year banning order causing her
to lose her employment, which she had
held for four years with the Child
Welfare Society. With typically callous
disregard for herself and for the
people she served, the lotest order
restricted Mrs. Mandela to the town-
ship of Orlando and made it impos-
sible for her to visit welfare cases in
other African townships.

BANNELD

The Observer, London reported on
28 February 1965, “"The new ban which
is for five years, also forbids her to
ottend any social or political gathe-
ring or to enter ony school, university
or publishing house. Nor is she allo-
wed to go into any court, unless she is
herself the accused or is subpoenaed
os o witness. She must then apply to
the magistrate for permission to do so.
“Mrs. Mandela was granted o London
University study scholarship last year.
The latest ban precludes her from

WINNIE
MANDELA
- JAILED

A TRIBUTETO A
HEROIC WOMAN

attending a compulsory weekly semi.
nar at a college which supervises these
study courses. It also prevents her
from attending the staff meetings of
the Child Welfare Clinic.”

In July 1966, Mrs. Mandela got a job
os a sales woman at a Johannesburg
furniture shop. But in May 1966 she
hod been served with on additional
banning order, further tightening the
screws on a situation which had long
since coused this hapless woman, now
being systematically persecuted for
ideals and beliefs to live in a conti-
nuous state of anxiety. This additional
order prohibited her from preparing,
compiling, publishing, printing or
transmitting any documents books,
pamphlet, records, poster, photograph
or drawing.

In July 19466 the State granted her per-
mission to visit her husband on Rob-
ben Island. And once again her tor-
mentors were given another oppor-
tunity to show just how much the same
system they sought to defend, had
brutalized them. The distance to the
Island from Cope Town is some six
miles and the trip is made in a small
ferry boat. On the return journey,

Mrs. Mandela later said in court, she




was compelled to sit outside on the
deck in freezing cold and stinging
drizzle.

Nine menths after the visit to ther hus-
band, Mrs. Mandela was arrested and
charged with having violated the con-
ditions of her banning order ot the time
of her visit. She was sentenced to 12
months imprisonment, all but four
suspended. On 13th July, 1968, her
appeal was dismissed by the Cope
Town Supreme Court. When she re-
ported on 11 August to the Orlondo
Police Station to serve her sentence,
several women supporters bearing
ANC slogans demonstrated in front of
the station.

ARRESTED Al

Meanwhile, on 26 June, 1967, Mrs.
Mandeloa was found not guilty of a
charge under the Suppression of Com-
munism Act of resisting arrest. Once
again, methodical harassment by the
police during the peried she was on
remand coused her to lose her job.

And so, as time went on, the relentless
pressure on this woman was kept up.
The police seemed determined to pin

a jail sentence on her. Early in 1969,
she was arrested aond detained with
several other persons on charges un-
der the Suppression of Communism
Act. Mrs. Mandela, together with the
others, was only brought to trial in
1970, when with the exeption of one
man they were acquitted. However,
before Mrs. Mandela and her 18 com-
patriots could leave the precincts of
the court, they were immediately re-
arrested under South Africa's notor-
ious Terrorism Act.

On 14 September 1970, they were once
again set free. The judge upheld their
plea that the charges were substanti-
ally the same as the previous ones on
which they had already been acquit-
ted. They had been in joil continuously
tor 491 days.

Mrs. Mandela has once again been
served with a five year banning order.
She cannot attend social gatherings
or meetings of any kind for the dur-
ation of the ban. She has also been
placed under house arrest from & p. m.
to 6 am. on weekdoys and from
2.p.m. to 6 a.m. on weekends and pub-
lic holidays.

Commenting on this punitive action
her attorney, Mr. Joel Carlson said:

“"Having failed to convict them of any
crime, the Government has resorted to
arbitrary odministrative action, which
amounts to o punishment of five years.
This is in oddition to the punishment
they hove already suffered by being
imprisoned for nearly 17 months.
Surely, in o country where the future
rides on the bullet and the knife, there
can be no finer example of steoadfast-
ness than thot of Mrs. Winnie Man-
dela.

Now. the hazards of her detention just
behind her she haos been sentenced
for breaking her ban by receiving vi-
sitors at her home. The prosecutor
asked the court not to impose a sus-
pended sentence because Mandela
knew what the contents of her ban-
ning order meant.

She did indeed, and with her valiant
spirit defied it, proof, if it wos needed,
that her revolutionary heroism remains
undaunted. Winnie Mandela has al-
ways been loved by the masses. Now
she stands as toll as the urge to free-
dom is great.

Mandela in tribal regalia ~ above

::“n-;ldll'n with 2 of her 3 children (extreme

At the trial of her husband in Pretoria
(left)



A substantial donation by Queen Juliana of the Netherlands to the W.C.C.
for anti-racism has raised a storm in South Africa. Here, Dr Karel Roskam,
a Dutch academic and leading expert on Southern Africa gives the back-
ground. He concludes that the Royal Gift will greatly strengthen the hand
of those who reject dialogue with South Africa and make the policies of the
Liberation Movements more widely acceptable.

Dutch queen Juliana's gift to the anti-racism campaign
of the World Council of Churches (WCC) has irritated
the averoge Afrikaner. This donation (the amount of
which remained undisclosed, but which is rumoured to
be substantial) has hurt the dominant Afrikaner element.
According to the South African press, the Afrikaners were
deeply shocked, becouse the descendants of mainly
Dutch immigrants customarily have a feeling of piety and
respect for Dutch royalty. This aottitude dates badck to the
days of the Boer-war when Juliana's mother, the young
Wilhelmina, sent the Dutch warship, "“Gelderland” to
bring Transvaal's president Paul Kruger to Europe. At that
time, the Afrikaners fighting agoinst the perfidious British
imperialism, were celebrated popular herces in the
MNetherlands.

However, as the Afrikaners realise only too well, since
then a breach has occurred between South Africa and
the Dutch, which aofter 1948 (with the Mational Party go-
vernment coming to power) has gradually increased. As
usual, the Afrikaners put the blame en what they call the
power of socialism in Dutch national life and on allegedly
distorted reports in the press, radio and television (Hool-
stad 15 February). To them the anti-racism campaign of
the churches cannot be restricted to humanitarian, medi-
cal and educational services, as anyone with the most ele-
mentary knowledge of the activities of the terrorists rea-
lised that the highwoy men would accept and use it os
murder money' (Tronsvaaler 16 February). To the Afriko-
ners this royal donation is the symbolic expression of
Dutch support for the liberation movements. Such a gift by
a Head of State, it would seem to them, proves that the
Dutch condone the use of violence by oppressed majori-
ties in the pursuit of the right of self-determination. In
other words, according to the logic of opartheid. the
Dutch queen should in faoct be regarded as a leading
communist. But even Afrikaners realise how blatantly
silly that would maoke them in the eyes of the world.
Morecover, such a label would never stick, as reactiona-
ries generally will not easily give up their piety for roy-
alty. Monardhists may be baffled when royalty unexpec-
tedly behaves out of character, but criticism of a monarch

is improper to a royalist. At the most on excuse can be
found in magic formulas like: the queen did not know
what she wos doing: she was misinformed; she is the
unfortunate victim of extremist apartheid hunters, who
have penetrated even the venerable calvinist churches.
‘For many years some of the sharpest criticism against
our country is encountered precisely in the Netherlands
and in recent times, left wing elements have displayed
an ever more strongly militant attitude’, wrote die Volks-
blad on 15 February. The queen hod joined the ranks of
well-intentioned people who had been taken in by others
with evil intentions, as she hod been ill-advised and
clearly had not realised the impact of her gift, opined
die Burger the next day.

And likewise, here in the Netherlands, not all Dutch
people appreciated the gesture. The monarchists were,
for once, more critical than the progressives (who are
usually lukewarm or indifferent, if not outright hostile to
monarchy) who welcomed the gift. The conservative pro-
apartheid lobby in the Netherlands would not dream of
criticizing their queen directly, but since they cannot
imagine her as personally apposed to apartheid, she must
have been ill-advised. The same line is taken by the
conservative Dutch press: the queen has unknowingly
token o regrettable decision which shows a frightening
lack of understanding of African offairs = such is the re-
current theme in conservative corners.

DELIBERATE SUPPORT FOR WCC

However, it is more likely that Juliona knew perfectly
well what she was doing. For, since the WCC lost sum-
mer announced its decision to support the liberation mo-
vements in Southern Africa, a public discussion has been
going on, which cannot hove escoped anybody's notice,
let alone the attention of the Dutch queen, who is being
kept abreast of national and international developments
by a staff whidch it is unreasonable to assume to be stu-
pid or ignorant. Thus according to ploin common sense,
she knew what she was doing and therefore the royal
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- gift can be nothing else but o deliberate gesture of sup-
for the ecumenical anti-racism campaign.

And this naturally embarrassed the Dutch government —
a predominantly conservative-christion coalition. After all,
vice-premier Bakker had only just returned (ot the end
of last year) from an official visit to South Africa, where
he hod expressed his regret that there was so much
Dutch opposition to South Africa in the present day.
whereas seventy years ago the Dutch felt so much sym-
pathy. A government in which such ottitudes prevail
would naturally be embarrassed by Juliana’s deonation,
for (opart from verbal denounciation of opartheid) this
cabinet follows in all proctical respects a policy of cor-
dial relations with Vorster's regime. Dutch ombaossadors
to Pretoria are noted for their pro-opartheid views. And
enly recently the extension of landing rights for the KLM
showed how cordial these inter-governmental relations
have grown over the past years. Likewise investment and
trade have increased. Embarrassed by the gift the go-
vernment felt the need to declare itself, in order not to
alienate toe much the Afrikéner element which had
shown itself so shocked. In an official communique the
government noted the critical reactions ‘with surprise’.
The donation would, under no circumstances, be used
to sponsor violence in South Africa. The queen had acted
as an ordinary member of the protestant church which
hod organised the Dutch port of the anti-racism cam-
paign: the so-called "Aktie Betoald Antwoord” (Prepaid
Reply). Even the Dutch Cathloic bishops voted for that
some purpose f 10.000.- (approx. £1175).

POLITICAL IMPLI
UNDENIABLE

It is rather naive for the Dutch government to “note with
surprise” the critical reactions both in South Africa and
ot home, for the impact of this controversial gift could
be expected to be much greater than its actual mone-
tary value. It is rather naive to suppose thot queen Ju-
liana could act surreptitiously in a private copacity as o
good cdhristian woman by the name of @ Mrs. J. van
Oranje. The political implications of this gift ore unde-
nioble as this gesture will certainly strengthen Dutch
opposition to apartheid.

The Dutch people are far from united in their view on
the South African policy. In government-, business- and
trode circles the general feeling seems to be one of ex-
pectant cordiality for a seemingly profitable partnership
with the white South African counterparts. As long as
apartheid does not interfere too noticeably with trade
interests, it is o motter of indifference to Business what
happens to the other 82", of the South African people.
And os Dutch foreign policy is geared to further Dutch
trode interests abroad, government is likewise inclined
to keep relations with Pretoria os cordiol os possible.
Yet the Dutch reprensentative ot the United Nations time
ond again expresses his Abhorrence of this Evil policy
of aportheid, which is denounced as contrary to Christia-
nity, Democrocy, Human Dignity, and all the other com-
monplaces of international diplomacy. This ambiguity
can in part be explained by the octivities of o strong
anti-opartheid lobby, ranging from prominent calvinist
clergy, journalists of press, radio and television to uni-
versity professors ond octive politicians in most of the
numerous Dutch political parties. Another explanation
can befound in the fact that the Royal Kingdom of the
Netherlonds still extends inte South America, with Su-
rinam and the Dutch Antilles constitutionally and econo-
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mically still dependent on the Hague. Nationalist fee-
lings in these remnants of o colonial empire demand ot
least o verbal condemnation of apartheid on their be-
half. Each Dutch government is committed to such action
~ it simply could not behave otherwise. But a penetrating
analysis of Dutch voting habits in the UN would show
beyond doubt that the Dutch government is not prepared
to go beyond verbal condemnation — the long list of
abstentions on resolutions demanding effective measures
against the South African regime (and the Portuguese for.
that matter) is a glaring illustration of this. (It is true
that a government grant was made available last year
to educational projects of FRELIMO's Mozambique In-
stitute, but this con be regorded as the proverbiol excep-
tion-to-the-rule.)

Generally speaking, Dutch foreign policy is based on
the development of friendly relations with Portugal and
South Africa which became apparent in o recent court-
cose ogoinst the Dutch stote. The ministry of foreign
offairs had paid a subsidy to a national manifestation
on decolonisation on March 20th to commemorate the

ten years old resolution on decolonisation. The grant

was later withdrawn, ollegedly becouse of the subjective
nature of the documentation and information to be di-
stributed. It is rumoured thot pressure had been opplied
by the embassies of Portugal and South Africa. Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Joseph Luns, is an admirer of Portugal
and indifferent to African self-determination. In the sub-
sequent court-cose the state-attorney declared that no go-
vernment subsidy could be used for purposes which might
impair friendly relations with other stotes ond this was
to be determined within the framework of Dutch foreign
policy. The judge decided likewise.

It is against this background of pampering to Portuguese
and South African interests, that the queen's gift was
announced (on February 12) by the WCC. This gesture
has in the first place dealt a severe blow to Western Eu-
ropean church opposition to the WCC anti-racism cam-
paign. In this respect the gift might very well serve as a
catalyst, an accelerator for this campaign. Moreover, it
hos odded new momentum to the heaoted argument
whether a Dialogue with opartheid serves any purpose
at all. Government is pro-diologue and not all onti-
apartheid groups in the country are as yet convinced
that external diclogue is senseless when Vorster (as li-
kewise his predecessors before him) refuse and have re-
fused the same internally. The queen's gift comes at a
time, when public opinion is slowly, but gradually sway-
ing to the acceptance of the inevitability (and indeed the
righteousness) of the use of violence by liberation move-
ments against the age-old structural violence of the white
minority regimes. As such the royal gift comes at an
appropriate time,

There has traditionally been great interest for South Africo
in Holland. This stems from 1652 with the landing of van
Riebeeck ot the Cape, but the interest increased tremen-
dously during the Boer war. Historical links and common
linguistic roots have kept thot interest alive ever since
(if often somewhat dormant). No wonder then, that in
a calvinist country such as ours (where even Catholics
and Socialists betroy Colvinist tendencies) opartheid is
debated more heaotedly and in greater detail than
perhaps anywhere else. As such the queen's gift could
very well sway the balance in favour of the growing anti-
apartheid opposition. The time for oction seems more
favourable than ever. The reinforcements of an alert an-
ti-apartheid front which must now grow stronger and
more militant must considerably disturb the Afrikaner
establishment in South Africa.
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Bleaching the Leopard$ Spots
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Harry Oppenheimer at work

1]
A certain coarseness of moral fibre

and a lack of scrupulousness in his
dealings ... harshness and, perhaps,
even trickery... His aims were never
sordid though his methods might so-
metimes be... Big. simple, barbaric
vision",

Smuts? Welensky? Verwoerd?

“"One of the most unscrupulous char-
acters who have ever lived ... No maot-
ter how base, no matter how contempt-
ible, be it lying, bribery or treachery,
all and every means were welcome to
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him, if they led to the ottainment of
his objects”.

Vorster? Tshombe? Or one of those
minor imperial visionaries: the fathers
of the Mafia or the organisers of pro-
tection rockets?

Both descriptions are, of course, of
Cecil Rhodes, who burst into Africa to
recover from TB o century ago, and
bluffed and blustered until 1902 when
he died worth over £4 million.

The second description was by Kruger
- an experienced judge of guile and
political craft. The first is that of Op-
penheimer, who at the outset of his
ottempt to reestablish Rhodes as o
respectable financial magnate and as
a stotesman, admits that Rhodes's re-
putation is now “lower than at any
time since his death”, and twists vice
with such dexterity, that were he not
a millionaire because of his business
acumen, he could have mode a for-
tune as public relations odviser to a
shady political party. But why try to
cleanse the leopard of its spots nearly
70 years after its death? This apparent
whimsy is better understood if Oppen-
heimer's own position about the role
of colenialism in Africa is briefly exa-
mined. In 1962, Oppenheimer deliv-
ered at the University of Cape Town
a lecture entitled “The conditions for
progress in Africa”, which began: "Il
am conscious that | owe you some
explanation, perhops some apology
for the title | have chosen.” He does
indeed owe _an opology: the central
theme was the dependence of Africa
upon the white man for progress. Op-
penheimer asserted: “the most remar-
kable thing aobout Africa as a whole
has been its backwardness. Africa was
until recently primitive ond stog-
nant ... Africo owes all she knows of
peace, freedom and plenty for the in-
dividual to the initiative of Euro-
peans”. He describe the major quest-
ion that must be solved in Africo:
“whether the Africon nationalists are
going to prove copoble of completing
the work of the colonialists ... or is
Africa ... to sink badk into the tyranny
and choos from which the Europeans
rescued it?".

IMPERIALIST DREAM

It is doubtful how stupid Oppenhei-
mer might be, and it is rosh to assume
that he cannot be awore of the com-
plex, difficult ond often highly creat-
ive and sophisticated histories of va-
ried and differing parts of this huge
continent. Moreover, even Oppenhei-

mer admits that “what is astonishing
about Africa is the unexampled speed
of advance of which Africons proved
themselves copable as socon as the
necessary conditions had been es-
tablished"”. It is, therefore, no simple
racialist belief that makes Oppenhei-
mer write nonsense about Africa: he
is stating a dubious case for a dubious
client. The case is that the best hope
for progress is in “"building up ond
rapidly expanding a class of Educated
Westernized Africons and co-operat-
ing with them"”. And the cooperation
that underlies this is of the “economic
dependence of the new African states
on close ties with highly developed
countries . .. and the first direction to
lock is towards the European Common
Market”. The cose is: the economic
subjection of Africa to western copito-
list systems. The client is: the balance-
sheet financier class of Anglo-Ameri-
can, de Beers, Charter Consolidated
Groups ... whose domination of the
economics — aond hence the political
and social independence - of Africa
was founded by Cecil Rhodes and his
contempories.

Oppenheimer's view of Cecil Rhodes
is that the was not "o conscious liar
and hypocrite”, but that the controdic-
tions in his lifa's work are more appa-
rent than real, because they are "dif-
ferent aspects of a consistently held
view which still has relevance to the
problems of Africa today”. This “one
great idea” has a breathtaking simp-
licity, as arrogant as it is impudent:
Rhodes wanted to build in southern
Africo o modern industrial stote, a
part of the British Empire, embracing
what is now the Republik of South
Africa, Zimbaobwe, Zombia, Szwazi-
lond, Lesotho ond Botswana, and
linked by rood, rail and telegraph
through what is now Tanzanio as to
the Sudan and Egypt. At one time too
he plotted to take the greather part of
Mozambique from the Portuguese co-
lonialists and incorporate that territory
also.

Oppenheimer deftly conceals the im-
perialistic vision of Rhodes behind
some unlikely comments of Rhodes to
shareholders at the AGM of de Beers
in 1900, when Rhodes eloquently divi-
ded shareholders into two classes: the
imaginative (who sought to extend the
area dominated by ‘the great Euro-
pean civilization' to the North) and the
unimaginative (who 'pass their whoie
lives in filling money bags’). Rhodes
surely showed great skill in filling mo-
ney bags; but he showed even greaoter
skill in harnessing this rapacity to his



Oppenheimer on Gecil Rhodes

deep and unquestioned belief in white
supremacy. His preposterous will,
made when he was still in his 20s, was
treasured by him throughout his life
with its proposal for the establish-
ment of a "Secret Society” with the
aims of extending British rule throug-
hout the world, “especially... the en-
tire continent of Afiica, the Holy Land,
the Valley of the Euphrates... the
whole of South America... the seo-
board of China and Japan, the ulti-
mate recovery of the USA as an inte-
gral part of the British Empire ..."”

This cannot be laughed aside as the
paranciac mouthings of a wild young
boy, because he never swerved in Afri-
ca from the grandiose design of mak-
ing Africa his preserve — on behalf
of his companies, of course. And had
it not been for his ability to outwit ind-
ifferent politicians in Britain, and to
blarney, bully or bribe those in Sout-
hern Africo, into occepting the ent-
rancing prospect of profits for ever
without too much trouble about having
to account to any authority concerned
with such trifles as justice, then prob-

ably in 1971 there would not be mil-
lions of Africans still living under colo-
nial domination.

MIGRANT SLAVERY

For Rhodes's methods were neither
idealistic nor based upon the slighest
recognition of responsibility towards
the Africans whose Africa it was. His
companies and the governments that
they controlled robbed, dcheated and
bullied peoples of their lands, their
social systems and their very identity

The men who do the real work
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os human beings. “Patriotism plus five
per cent” involved the mass forced-
labour system. Oppenheimer mildly
defends Rhodes on the grounds thot
he wanted to apply o ‘gentle stimu-
lant' to make the unemployed seek
work elsewhere. But even Rhodes ad-
mitted in o debate when he was Se-
cretary for Native AHairs that | am
told this is slavery”, and even Oppen-
heimer does not deny that the modern
developments of Rhodes's rocialism
are the intricate labour and residential
laws of apartheid: designed to main-
tain white supremaocy = economic no
less than pelitical.

Oppenheimer’'s proise for the benefits
bestowed on Africa by western econo-
mic enterprise, is perilously close to
Rhodes' views expressed in a speech
in 1892, when he announced that “the
idea thot the toking up of the unci-
vilized portions of the world is to the
odvantage of the closses is erroneous;
the proceeding is entirely to the od-
vantages of the masses . . . The closses
could spend their money under any
flog, but the poor masses hod no mo-
ney to spend on these speculations -
these gold and silver mines”. So, the
chameleon, as Lobengula once said,
creeps towards the fly and snops him
up. Doubtless the fly should be grate-
ful that the chameleon's stomach pro-
vides o safe refuge from the sting of
the hungry spider.

Oppenheimer claims that Rhodes "vi-
sualized the establishment of African
reserves ... as a protective and edu-
cative measure for the benefit of back-
ward people, which “in the very long
run" would "wither away as the need
for them ceased to exist”. Meanwhile
the very long run lingered, ond they
were (and still are) highly convenient
reserves of cheap ond easily exploit-
able labour.

THROW A FEW SHILLINGS

Rhdes's legacy of a crude racism that
supposes that civilization and the Nor-
dic race are synonymous, and that
being Bladk entails being inherently
inferior, has not yet been dissipated.
Even his expression does not differ
markedly from more modern formul-
ations: “...the difficult native quest-
ion... the ruling roce, the white,
should raise the Black race, as far as
possible, towards its own higher level
of civilization”. What this signified in
Rhodes's behaviour — his best behav-
iour described by a contemporary apo-
logist = suggests that Rhodes's think-
ing was not even as far advanced as
that of the small group of Cape liber-
als at the beginning of the century.

“Mr. Rhodes was always looking after
their interests ... and his favorite re-
creation every Sunday aofternoon was
to go into the De Beer's native comp-
ound ... and throw in shillings for the
natives to dive for.

“Mr. Rhodes is absolutely free from

14

contempt for the black man. He looks
upon him and treats him as a fellow
man, differing simply in his lower level
of development... He regords them
as children, with something of pity in
his affection for them, ond he treots
them like children aoffectionately but
firmly ... He alwoys got on wonder-
fully well with the notives . . ."

Similar eulogies could be concocted
about the benevolence of slave-ow-
ners! The true picture of Rhodes was
of @ man of viclent passions who
ruthlessly destroyed ond robbed and
beat down any opposition from those
"“dchildren” who were unfortunate
enough to try to defend their rights to
their own lands. | prefer land to nig-

ers”, he observed ofter he had grab-

d the londs of the Mashenao and
the Matabele. And after a conflict with

Soaring profits

L,

1, Fl\_‘ \ /2

: B
LR, T

v —
i,

the colonial Office in 1895, he burst
out: “It is humiliating to be utterly
beaten by these niggers”. Oppenhei-
mer appears happily to accept - whe-
ther naively or after careful throught -
that Rhodes thought that equality of
all races in Africa “would be centuries
away if it ever came. But at the same
time he was fully aware that while this
might be true of the mass it was not
true of all individuals™. This view still
lingers on in the Oppenheimer-sup-
ported plans in South Africa for care-
fully qualified franchise, the rationale
underlying which is the belief that if
a smallish number of suitably vetted
and controlled Africoans be given some
nominal share in government, then
the danger is lessened of the creation
of o well-led mass political movement
demanding equality.

OPPENHEIMER IS NO THUG,
ONLY DANGEROUS

Unlike Rhodes, Oppenheimer is no
thug. There are, however, many thugs
in Southern Africa who are zealously
carrying out the thuggery necessary
to preserve the Oppenheimer econo-
mic empires, Oppenheimer has shown
little effective concern about his reli-
ance upon them, apart from some
tenid and conventional criticisms of
those aspects of aopartheid policy that
interfere with the operation of his ent-
erprises. Like Rhodes, Oppenheimer
has not the least desire to admit a
genuine equality between Blacks and
Whites.

Unlike Rhodes, Oppenheimes has seen
the political importance of the tawdry
devices of Tokenism. The Oppenhei-
mer who speaks in Zombio sounds
almost genuinely liberal: The Oppen-
heimer who speaks in the Republic of
South Africo specks more mildly than
the Vorsters, but is committed to a ra-
cist regime — while that regime ap-
pears to afford good dividends. Rho-
des was never subtle enough to invent
the phoney sharing of neo-colonialism.
Oppenheimer has shrewdly under-
stood that Rhodes's oldstyle rocialism
can only be maintained at great poli-
tical military and economic loss, and
thot neo-colonialism - the modern
guise for Indirect Rule - is cheaper,
and may last longer than noked re-
pression.

Oppenheimer ends his reossessment
of Rhodes by reacalling that the vision
of this 'big man” is still with us. Alas,
this is true. But the Freedom Fighters
in Southern Africa will soon have
blown away this vision. Oppenheimer
is a small man, but his vision — as far
as he can be shown to have one - is
the less obviously dromatic one of
maintaining white supremacy through
the agency of western copitalism. Less
raucous than Rhodes’'s bellowings, it
is more dangerous. We would do well
to fear serpents more than we fear
leopards.



March 5th, was the 16th Anniversary of the formation
of the South African Congress of Trade Unions. On the

occasion the following statement was issued by the
London Representative of SACTU, Mr. John Gaetsewe:

The voluntary liquidation in October 1954 at Durban of
the Trodes and Lobour Council the forerunner of the South
African Congress of Trade Unions marked the closing of
a chapter in South African labour history. It also marked
the beginning of a new one. Progressive trade unionists
fought, and rightly so, to preserve the Trodes and Labour
Council. This they did for many reasons but above all for
the sake of the noble principle which its founders had in-
scribed in the Council's Constitution: that it should be
open to unions of workers of South Africa without regard
to colour, nationality, or sex. The T. L. C. was dissolved
in order to enable most of its former leaders to join with
those who hod alwaoys upheld opartheid in the newly-
established 5. A. Trade Union Council (SATUC) which bar-
red African membership from the start.

The minority who opposed dissolution united with the
Transveal Council of Non-European Trade Unions to esta-
blish SACTU (the South Africon Congress of Trade Unions)
at the founding Conference on 5 March 1955.

The founders of SACTU who had fought so heroically for
unity the previous October ot Durban, carried the trade
union movement into a new dimension. In the preamble
to its Constitution SACTU announced:

‘The future of the people of South Africa is in the hands
of the workers. Only the working class, in alliance with
other progressive minded sections of the community can
build o happy life for all South Africans free from unem-
ployment, insecuiity, poverty, racial hatred and oppression,
a life of vast opportunities for all. But the working class
can only succeed in this great and noble endeavour if
it itself is united and strongly conscious of its inspiring re-
sponsibility. The workers of South Africa needed a united
trade union movement in which all sections of the working
people can play their part unhindered by prejudice or ra-
cial discrimination. Only such a truly united working class
can serve effectively the interests of the workers — their
immediate interests, higher woges aond better conditions
of life and labour as well as the ultimate objective of com-
plete emancipation’.

This intention was emphasised at SACTU's first Annual

Mational Conference in 1956 when the following resolu-
tion was unanimously adopted :

‘SACTU is conscious of the foct that the organising for
higher wages, better conditions of life and labour is in-
extricably bound up with a determined struggle for po-
litical rights and liberation from all oppressive lows and
practices. It follows that @ mere struggle for economic
rights of the workers without participation in the general
struggle for political emancipation would condemn the
trade union movement to uselessness and to a betrayal
of the interests of the workers'.

SACTU'S RECORD OF STRUGGLE

True to its principles SACTU identified itself with other
liberatory movements and became a signatory to the well
known Freedom Charter. SACTU became a consultative
member of the Congress Alliance led by the African Na-
tional Congress.

Together with these organisations SACTU members took
part in the mass strikes, the mass boycotts, the mass de-
monstrations and protests of the fifties. Increasingly the
government met every action with armed might and vie-
lence, horrifying and electrifying the world at the Sharpe-
ville massacre in 1960.

In 1961 before the great stay at home, South Africa be-
came an armed comp with tanks and armoured cars pa-
rading the streets of cities. The African townships were
ringed by police, road blocks were set up.

A HIGH PRICE

For propagating the unity of all workers in South Africa
SACTU paoid a very high price.

In 1956 no less than 23 of its officials were arrested and
charged with high treason.

In 1958 many were convicted of incitement. In 1960 a large
number were detained during the state of emergency, and
since 1963 more than 60 leading officials were either arre-
sted under the General Lows Amendment Act or the Ter-
rorism Act or banned and house arrested.

Today we also remember some of our dear Comraodes like
Vuyisile Mini and others who were executed for their part

15



in the liberation struggle or murdered during detention
like Mayekiso and others.

Today some of our people are in exile or living under
house arrest. We ore forced to work under most difficult
conditions.

TUCSA and other white trade union federations surrende-
red the basic principle of working class unity. The leader-
ship of these federations stood by while scores and hun-
dreds of fellow trade unionists were being victimised, joi-
led, tortured and hanged for standing up for trade union
principles.

Today TUCSA ond other federotions are only tolerated by
the foscist regime and permitted to operate so long as
they can be of service to it. It has been left to S5ACTU
alone to carry forward the banner of trade union princip-
les in the Nazified South Africa of today.

The brave working men and women who broved dungeons
and gallows and kept aloft the banner of true trade unio-
nism, the bonner of SACTU, will never be forgotten.
SACTU will survive every blow and its members will play
o leading part in rebuilding the free South Africa that will
arise following the inevitable overthrow and collapse of
the hateful structure of white supremacy.

R = e @ . = —

Doh't be a Pur“t_y" to
Non-White Oppression

South African recruiting missions are signing up British
workers to go to South Africa: miners, electricions and
bus drivers for a stort. A recruiting drive is due to begin
in earnest in this country at the end of February.

If YOU were to go, what kind of country would you find?
You'd be offered generous terms off course: handsome
wages and bonuses, and there's always the glorious sun-
shine. \

But man does not live by bread - and sunshine - alone.
And British workers, who have a proud tradition of struggle
for the right to orgonise must know that if they go to
South Africa they will become accomplices in the most
tyrannical system of race rule in the world, The right to
strike is o basic workers' right and in.Britain workers are
up in arms against the threat to deny this right. In South
Africa three out of every four workers, the Africans, have
never had this right.

The official policy of the South African Government is to
‘bleed the African unions to death.' Strikes are illegal,
and strikers are houled before courts to be prosecuted
criminally if they dare to badk a wage cloim with strike
action.

So, it would be like going badk to the doys of the Tol-
puddle Martyrs when British workers were sent in chains
to penal colonies for daring to organise in unions.

What about the good life out there?

It's a good life for White workers only becouse it's lived
on the backs of the African workers. On the mines, for
every £1 the African miner earns, the White miner eorns
£16.

In industry white workers earn five and six times as much
aos the African. It's not that Africans cannot do skilled
work; they are doing it, but they are paid less because
they ore Black. In this white workers have become the
partners of the bosses. New industrial ogreements, like in
the iron ond steel and engineering industry, reserve the
top jobs for Whites only, and splinter and down-grode the
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skilled and semi-skilled jobs so that Africans do the work,
but do not get the rate for the job.
That makes two basic trade union principles which South
Africa turns her back on: the right to organise and the
rate for the job.
These recruiting missions ond the odvertisements in the
national dailies will tell you that you'll be living off the
fat of the land. That's one way of putting it; in fact you'll
be living directly off the misery of your fellow workers.
It's not o case of immigronts doing jobs that can’t be fil-
led by South Africans. Those jobs should be done by
Africans for that is the way their standard of living can be
raised. Their poverty in a rich and industrialised country
is the direct result of discrimination which is official pelicy
in South Africa and which you are being asked to sup-
port.
‘I'll be all right, Jack,” you might say. "What's wrong with
high woges for White workers even if Blocks starve®
Thot's all very well, but you'll be living in a country where
Whites — workers os well as bosses — must reap the con-
sequences of this racialism. Those who badk apartheid or
live on its ill-gotten gains will be part of this rotten system
and the explosion thot must inevitobly come. Cash earned
today could be loss of life tomorrow.
So if you make up your mind to do a job out there, you'll
be making o decision to get on the wrong side of this
conflict. You'll be scabbing on your fellow workers, and
on the human roce. And you'll be putting your own fu-
ture at risk. So, it's not a job in the sun that's at stake; it's
your future. Don't sacrifice that, and the future of Africans
struggling for the right to orgonise and to live o decent
life.
White South Africa’s best friends are Britain’s employers.
Seven out of every ten of Britain's largest companies have
invested their profits in South Africa. These include firms
that have been laying off workers in Britain because there
are faotter profits to be mode in South Africa on semi-
slave African labour. There's the case of Cyril Lord, of
Plessey, of GEC-AEI, and others too.
So, don't go to South Africo. Tell your mates the reasons
why they should not go either.
But there is something you can do.
Take a leaf out of the book of the Polaroid Workers of
Boston, U. 5. A. Polaroid set up a committee of its workers,
= they included Black aond White - to study the terms
under which Polaroid did business with the South African
Government (Polarcid equipment is used for the hated
race identity cards) and to examine the woges and wor-
king conditions of Polaroid workers inside South Africo
where, like all foreign companies, it poys discriminatory
waoges to African workers. When the investigation showed
conclusively how Polaroid was helping to entrench apart-
heid while drawing profits from it, the Polaroid committee
forced the Company to announce that: -

1. It would no longer do business with the South African
Government.

2. The Company's subsidiaries and distributors in South
Africa would have to improve dramatically the salaries
and other benefits of their African employees.

British investments in South African industry far outstrip

those of any other country. British workers could thus put

pressure on British employers to change apartheid, not
strengthen it. What about your firm, your industry?

Check if it has blood money in apartheid.

Don't Join Apartheid | Act Against Apartheid!

Support the South African Congress of Trade Unions in
the struggle for trade union rights and freedom.

Issued by the South African Congress of Trade Unions.
49 Rathbone Street, London W1A—4NL
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It will be recalled that the United Motions
has procloimed 1971 as the Intermnational
year of Action to Combat Raocism and
Racial Discrimination.

Meore than any other Continent, Africa is o

victim of rocial discrimination in the form

of o borboric ond brutal type colled
Apartheid. Over 30 million Africons are
subjected to wvarying degrees of rociol
discriminotion and Apartheid. The Interna-
tional Community declored Apartheid as a
crime ogainst humanity as well as a threot
to international peace and security.

The Orgonisation of African Unity expres-
ses its earnest hope that the observance
of this year will promote effective worldwide
activities ogainst opartheid os well os col-
onialism which is inseparoble from racism
in Africa. Africa, which through centuries
has suHered the most brutal manifestations
of racism, including the massocre ond
enslavement of millions of its pecple, ond
which continues todoy to suffer the inhu-

manity of opartheid ond the brutality of
colonial wars, looks for worldwide oction to
eliminate once and for all the scourge of
racism,

The Orgonisation of African Unity has as
one of its main purposes the eradicotion
of racism. At the Summit Conference in
Addis Ababa in 1963 the African Heaods
of State and Government condemned
racial discrimination in all its forms in
Africa and all over the world, including
measures of rocial discrimination token
ogainst communities of African origin living
outside the continent. It must be emphasi-
sed that 1971 has been procloimed as o
year for action.

The most effective way to cbserve this year
is to redouble national and international
oction for the complete emancipation of
the Africon continent, for the elimination of
apartheid in South Africa, for the freedom
of the people of Namibia for whom the
United Naotions has assumed direct respon-
sibility, and for the ending of the colonial
wars in territories under Portuguese domi-
nation, and in Zimbobwe. The Organisa-
tion of African Unity hes noted with
satisfaction the growing worldwide support
for these objectives as shown by the mas-
sive boycotts of rocist South African sports
teams, the widespread opposition to the
supply of arms and other assistonce to
South Africa ond Portugal, and the
growing support from outside Africa for
the liberation movements, most recently
from the Nordic Stotes ond the World
Council of Churches. It expresses its op-
preciation to all genuine opponents of
racism who have shown solidarity with the

Africon peoples in their legitimate
struggles.
Profits from Oppression

At the some time, the Orgonisation of
African Unity is most disturbed at the
continued support given to rocist and co-
lonialist regimes in Africa by certain
Governments ond by various economic,
finoncial and other interests. Powerful
economic ond finoncial interests from
outside Africa have been deriving increa-
sing profits from the oppression of the
African people in Southern Africa.

For example, it has been established by
the UN that in 1948, the profiis token out
by foreign investors in South Africa olone
totolled 420 million U. S. dollors. These
investors haove contributed to the streng-
thening of the military machines of the
colonialist ond rocist regimes, by toxes
and special loans, which are more than
the woges they pay to the Africon workers,
ond provide political support to the regi-
mes of oppression.

Rocism will soon be a thing of the past if
only foreign vested interests can be depri-
ved of profits from rocist oppression.

The moves by the present Conservotive
Government in the United Kingdom to
supply military equipment to the racist
South African regime deserve to be con-
demned ond prevented by international
opinion. The spurious argument that such
supplies are required by the so-caolled
Simonstown Agreement hos no  basis

whatsoever. The O.A.U. has already cate-
gorically declared thot the supply of arms
to South Africo is o hostile oct ogainst
the whole of Africa.

In the Charter of the Organisation of
African Unity, the African Stotes have
offirmed o policy of non-alignment with
regard to all blocs. The revival of the so-
colled Simonstown Agreement between
the United Kingdom Government and the
South African racists constitues o serious
chollenge to the Organisation of African
Unity.

Apart from Portugal's wars of genocide in
its colonies, including the use of chemical
warfare, the recent criminal oggression
against independent Africa, is fresh
evidence of the grave dangers posed by
the persistence of Portuguese colonialism
on African soil. Urgent steps are called
for to end the colonial wars woged by
Portugal in Angola, Mozambique and
Guinea Bissou, ond to eradicote the
menace of the mercenaries.

Support Liberation Struggle

It is time that all the governments and
people of the world recognised fully, in
words and in deeds, that the struggle in
Africa is o legitimate struggle of the opp-
ressed African peoples ogainst the racists
ond colonialists who viclate all principles
of the United Nations Charter and inter-
national law. It is the duty of all genuine
opponents of racism to do oll in their
power to combat and isolate the enemies
of freedom, and to assist in oll possible
ways the people engaged in the legitimate
struggle for freedom and independence.

The Organisation of African Unity notes
with satisfoction that the United MNations
Generol Assembly has, by overwhelming
majorities, colled for ossistance, in co-
operation with the O.AU., to the move-
ments struggling ogoinst opartheid and
colonialism in Africa. The Orgonisation of
Africon Unity welcomes such support from
all over the world as a concrete expression
of human solidarity in this noble couse.

Because of the barbarous actions of the
racist and colonial Powers, the Liberation
movements ore in urgent need of assi-
stance for refugees. They also need ond
deserve most generous support in the re-
construction of the areas liberated ot
great socrifice aond heroism in Angolo,
Mozambique and Guinea Bissou.

On this occasion, we pay our homage to
all those whe hove laid down their lives
in the struggle ogoinst slovery and colo-
nialism and for the dignity and henour of
Africa. We olse send our greetings to all
those who are valiantly fighting for their
freedom in the ensloved ports of Africa,
especially to those in Guinea Bissou,
Angolo oand Mozambique, toword the mili-
tants held in prisons by the Pretoria and
Salisbury regime ond toward the people
of Alrican origin struggling for their rights
in mony communities outside the continent.
We olso oppeal to oll those States which
have not yet done so to ratify the Inter-
national Convention on the Elimination of
oll forms of Rocial Discrimination.



BISHOP OF ZULULAND

ON
‘PASS BOOK’ CHARGE

South Africa’s most senior bladk
churchman, the Anglican Bishop of Zu-
luland, who is joint president of the
Weorld Council of Churches, was ar-
rested aond charged under the coun-

try's “"pass” laws. The Rt. Rev. Alpheus.

Zulu, aged 65, wos seized by police
ot a Christian centre in Roodepoort,
near Johannesburg, where he haoad
been taking part in o religious seminar
on "black theology™”. After being kept
in a police station for several hours,
Bishop Zulu, who is known for his
outspoken comments on apartheid,
was charged with failing to produce
his-reference book - a very minor of-
fence.

The document, better known as a
“pass book”, is one which every Afri-
can must carry at all times. It is used
toe apply strict control to his move-
ment, ploce of residence, and work.
About 1,700 Africans are prosecuted
every doy under the country's volu-
minous and complex laws.

The bishop was offered the chance of
paying o 5 Rand (£2. 90) "admission
of guilt” fine on the spot, but he said:
“l would rather appear in court than
pay the 5 Rond.” He was then releo-
sed on his own recognizances and or-
dered to appear in a local court on
:ﬂ:’rd'l 19. The charge was later drop-

CHAPLAINS SEARCHED
AT ROBBEN ISLAND

In Cape Town it was disclosed that the
@uthorities on Robben Island, the prin-
cipal prison for black political offen-
ders in South Africo, hove forbidden

Roman Catholic and Anglican

chaplains to bring Communion wine
with them for Masses.

A prison rule prohibiting the intro-
duction of alcohol into the island has
recently been invoked, after being
ignored in the case of Communion
wine for at least the past 11 years.
Chaplains have been searched on
landing and their flasks of altar wine
seired.

For Anglican prisoners this means that
they are unable to receive Communion
in the form prescribed by their church.
Wine is a vital part of a Reman Cao-
tholic Mass although it is not served
to communicants; but the application
of the rule may force Catholic priests
to bring previously consecrated Hosts
with them in future for communicants
becouse their Masses ot present are
“dry’.

Cardinal Owen McCann, the Archbi-
shop of Cape Town, has appealed to
the prison autheorities for an exemption.

POLICE RAIDS
TO UNCOVER AID FOR
PRISONERS" FAMILIES

The National Union of South African
Students, which won o court oction
against the police over the seizure of
documents during o security brandh
raid, was roided agoin the next day.
The union sued the police in the
Supreme Court in Cape Town for the
return of documents taken away on
February 5. The Cope Town security
police, after handing back the large
quantity of seized docuents, returned
to the office and tock them all away
again — under o new warrant. The do-
cuments relote to the union's financial
assistance to the families of African
political prisoners. The police are seek-
ing evidence of distribution of money
from the London-based Defence and
Aid Fund, which is regarded in South
Africa as an illegal organisation. -

WAGES DROPPED
OVER 60 YEARS

Professor Sheilo van der Horst, presi-
dent of the 5. A. Institute of Roce Re-
lations has stated that the cash earn-
ings of Africans in the mines in 1966 -
when defloted by the retail price in-
dex - were R71 a year, which was R1
less than in 1911,

SEETHING
DISSATISFACTION

People who wish to avoid the embar-
rassment which Apartheid laws create
in South African society dutifully re-
peat parrot-fashion the MNationalists
assertion thot Africans earn more in
the Republic than do the Block people
in the emerging countries to the north.
This red-herring helps to hide many
ugly facts which affect the living con-
ditions of the black worker in o so-
colled, highly industrialised Western
country.

Let us examine the lot of the 800,000
Africans which the laotest census est-
imates live in Johannesburg. Estimates
given at the beginning of February by
the Non-European Affairs Department
of the Johannesburg Municipality and
the South African Institute of Roce Re-
lations indicate that thousands of Afri-
can families whoe have managed to
live above the poverty datum line will
now be forced below it by rises in the
prices of basic foods. transport ond
rentals.

Figures compiled in 1970 showed that
68 "y of the Soweto faomilies already
earned less than the minimum require-
ments to keep above starvation level.
This the experts regard as o conser-
vative figure. This year it will soar well
above this figure.

But the misery does not end there.
Mot only will well over 70" of the So-
weto population be living at starvation
level but in fact they will be suffering
this hunger in inadequate, overcrow-
ded conditions according to Mr Fred
van Wyk who is director of the S.A.
Institute of Race Relations. There was
already a shortage of 3,400 houses
at the end of 1970 which meant that
ot least 68,000 Africans were living
in overcrowded conditions with other
families. 2000 houses are required
each year simply to keep up with the
natural increase in population but
only an average of 1200 hove been
built over the last seven years.

No wonder Mr Van Wyk says that ‘it
is incredible that the Authorities could
still delude themselves into believing
that Africons were ‘temporary sojour-
ners' in the so-called Urban areas’ -
like Johannesburg. It was this unrea-
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listic aottitude which influenced them
and was used as on excuse for the
shortage of building operations.
“There is seething dissatisfaction in
the townships and the Government
must be maode aware of the inherent
threat of unrest if living and other so-
cial conditions are not quidkly impro-
ved”, Mr Van Wyk added.

A similar warning about conditions in
Durban was given in an article for
the bulletin of the Natal Employers
Association by Professor H. L. Watts
of the University of Natal. He estima-
tes that three-fifths of the African po-
pulation lived in poverty in the town-
ships round Durban. But this situation
existed also amongst the large Indian
community. ‘Poverty in South Africa is
essentially a non-white problem -
particularly among Africans and In-
dians’ was the conclusion the Profes-
sor had come to after his recent re-
searches.

Mrs Helen Suzman revealed that alt-
hough Africans constituted more than
67 per cent of the country's labour
force, they received only 18 per cent
of the country's personal income. In-
flation hod overtaken any wage in-
creases and the Africans were poorer
today than a year ago. She charged
that urban Africans were living in a
‘ferment of anxiety and frustration, in
dire poverty and emong crime and
disease.

The conditions of the Africans in Jo-
hannesburg has even moved the Jo-
hannesburg Chamber of Commerce
to review the wages paid to their
African employees and 'give increases
where necessary.’

All this refers to the relatively ‘well
poid’ Africans employed in commerce.

Mine workers'

expleitdtion

Let us have o peep at the men who
go down into the bowels of the earth
to dig for gold which is South Africa’s
greatest single source of wealth.

According to the N. E. A. D. and
Race Relationship figures, the poverty
datum line can be pegged at appro-
ximately R74 for o family of five, the
360.000 African miners earn only
R18.30 per month. {1 Rond = 57 new
pence).

But the Chamber of Mines claims
that when all the ‘fringe benefits' are
odded to the basic wage, the African
Mine Workers earn about R48 a
month! Less than £30 per month in
old sterling. (Remember his actual
cash woges are approximately £11
per month in old sterling.)

It is interesting to examine what are
termed ‘fringe benefits’ on the mines:

1. ‘Free accommodation’: Nice soun-
ding term until one realises that this
means a concrete bunk with about 40
to 50 other men in a breeze-block
structure where cycles, pieces of fur-
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niture, clothing and everything the
men possess are simply dumped in
this constricted space. The centre
piece is a built-in open hearth type
of oven for which they have to buy
their own coal and firewood.

2. 'Free Food': Mainly consists of
‘mealie pap' - a sort of pulped maize
with some gravy and o mug of tea.
It certainly does not provide sufficient
substance to be regarded as an ade-
quate diet and in fact all these men
supplement this meagre diet at the
Store which swollows up practically
all their earnings.

3. 'Daily Beer Allocation': This is a
type of home-made brew and serves
the same purpose as the wine served
to the peasant workers in the farms
in the Cape. It has a temporary exhi-
lirating effect designed to keep the
worker 'happy’ = and duped.

4. 'Subsidised Clothing and Free
Boots': The boots are essential for
purposes of hard wear and tear in
the slush and mud and rocky paths
underground. One would have to see
the ‘subsidised clothing’ to believe
the effrontery of the mine-owners
putting this forward as a 'benefit’.

5. 'Medical Care': It is true that
initially medical examinations are
undergone by all the migrant labou-
rers. It is equally true that thereafter
o large proportion contract all sorts
of miners' diseases — phthisis, silico-
sis and o host of other incurable di-
segses. The man is given o pension
~ most of which ends up in the tills
of the local stores which have given
him ecredit and which the 'boss-boy’
collects from him before he goes on
his last journey back to the home-
lands to die.

6. 'Free Transportation te and from
the homeland’: Whaot the Chaomber
of Mines fail to say is that most of
the labour is negotiatory labour un-
der contract to them for periods of
6 months to a year; that this labour
force is recruited in the homelands
as well as in Botswana, Malawi, Rho-
desic ond Portuguese East Africa.
That they are herded like animals
into third class carrioges and kept
herded for the period of their employ-
ment in fenced-in locations on the
mine territory. Their return journey is
usually os wuncomfortoble and as
crowded. And the ‘soft-sell’ of the
Chomber of Mines about their won-
derful 'fringe benefits’ is nothing but
a lot of 'codswollop’ when the veneer
is removed from it. This is a little
peep at the type of life that some
Africans endure in Apartheid South
Africa under the benevolent care of
Mr Vorster. This is the life led bv
people under o government which Mr
Heath hos now decided to support
with arms and with whom the British
Government trade increasingly every
year.

UPROOTED

One need not go far to discover the
utter disregard which the authorities
have for its African citizens in the
Republic of South Africa. It is based
on the same cynical lines of Hitlers'
‘herrenvolk’ philosophy of regarding
all non-Germans as inferior and his
obsession about changing the map of
Europe.

Exaggerated?

Well let us examine two of the most
recent events which hove affected the
African population in two different
parts of the Republic.

A. In an area near Barkly West, the
Government have ordered three hun-
dred African families to move to Voal-
boshoek so that they can ‘straighten
the border’ between African and
White areas.

‘Straightening the border is the only
reason’ soid a spokesman of the
Department of Bantu Administration
ond Development. He said that the
Maojeng reserve'forms o point into the
:;isu area and this point must be cut
Three hundred families will thus be
forcibly uprooted so as to straighten
the border and 'consolidate the Afri-
can areas.’

There is no doubt that ‘forcible’ is the
applicable word for the fomilies be-
longing to this Batlhaping tribe
which have refused to move as they
claim that the allocated land is not
arable and there is insufficient water.
They also claim that the Government
has been vague in its statement
about compensation.

One day the lorries, bulldozers and
armed police will move in and as in
the caose of many other areas, the
people will be carried off at the peint
of @ gun while their houses are bull-
dozed to the ground to moke way for
the white overlords who desire this
land.

B. In Zululand a little drama is being
played out that would be hilariously
comical if it were not for the tragic
consequences . . .

Two Africon store-keepers recently
bought their businesses from Whites
with the approval of the Bantu Deve-
lopment Corporation.

These stores are dependent largely
on the use of telephones becouse
they are in isolated areas and the
nearest public phone is over ten mi-
les away.

But as soon os Mr. Nfuleni and Mr.
Zungu acquired the businesses, their
phones were disconnected. This is
becouse non-Whites cannot share o
‘White' porty line unless they have
the written permission of all the sub-
scribers.

In the one case, one white subscriber
refused permission so bang went Mr.
Zungu's chances. This in spite of the
fact that eleven other subscribers did



not object: In Mr. Nfuleni's case, the
eight subscribers unanimously refused
to give written permission aclthough
they did not object verbally te his sha-
ring the line. Without this valuable
means of communication from such
isolated areas, it will be impossible
to make these businesses viable pro-
positions. And this in one of the pro-
posed 'homelands’ where white far-
mers have obviosly overstayed their
leave. Can there be anything more
cynical than such business transac-
tions when it must have been obvious
to the authorities that the telephones
were absolutely essential for the con-
tinuity of the business and not o word

Vital
Statistics

of warning to the buyers until the
deal waos signed and sealed in fao-
vour of the whites. Then the only
means of communications cut be-
cause Whites and Bladks cannot share
one linel

As expected the Government are act-
ing true to form over the dispute in the

Majeng Bantu Reserve resettlement
dispute. The latest news to reach us
is that Chief Moseki of the Bathlaping
tribe and six other leaders were de-
tained after @ dawn swoop by the Se-
curity police: The great majority of fa-
milies refused to move and they have
been told that those who do not go
will be prosecuted and "evicted in
accordance with the normal processes
of the law.” This means being forcibly
dumped in the open veld fifty miles
away from their present reserve. The
dispute continues and is likely to flare
up into a bitter struggle before these
families suffer the fate of hundreds of
thousands of other “'resettled’” Africans.

It was revealed that 13 police were killed on duty last year (excluding those kil-
led on border patrol or in road occidents) and 3,699 were injured.

It has alse been reported that the South African police killed 54 people and in-

jured another 149 by gunfire in 1970.

The number of people shot dead by police last year in “the execution of duty”
included 37 Africans, 15 Coloureds, and twe Whites. Five juveniles were killed
and 11 injured by police bullets. Among the wounded were 93 Africans, 51 Co-

loureds and five Whites.

The Minister of Police disclosed that 455 policemen had been allowed to stay on
in the force after conviction for violent offences in the past 2 years. Of these, 75
already had previous convictions, 24 of them for assault.
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Albertina Sisulu - fighting leader
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Women must be enabled to play their full role
in the freedom struggle

It was Shirley Chisholm, the black American Congresswo-
man who said recently thot she hod foced discrimination
all her lite — but thot she had suffered worse discrimination
as g woman, than as a Black.

Under the regime of Apartheid, it would not be possible
for any black South African woman to say the same; in this
society, colour oppression is overwhelmingly predominant
Mevertheless, it would be possible to say that discrimination
bears even more heavily on African women than on African
e n

Becaouse of opartheid’s assault on family life, it tends to be
the woman who bears the major family responsibility, the
major burden of daily anxiety.

Despite this, women have ployed a magnificent role in the
political struggle in our country. In resistence, in protest, in
political commitment, they have been uncrushable. Right-
ly. ot the mossive women's demonstration against the Poss
Lows, held in Pretoria, did the women sing: Strike a woman
— and you strike a rock.

Women have a vital role to play in every area of the struggle
Our movement can never be one of those in which
‘revolutionary’ men see woman's political role as that of
a'hewer of wood and drawer of water’ — or, to put it more
precisely, a "typer of letters and maker of coffee. Our mov
ement cannot be one where the mention of Women's Libe-
ration is greeted by jokes about the burning of brassieres
(This inone laughter is o sure sign of that classic petit-
bourgeois attitude: male chauvinism.)

Let us constantly check up, and ensure that our women are
playing a full and equal part.

1. Let us ensure that women are represented on the lead-
ing decision-making and executive bodies of our Movement.



2. Our Movement, from time to time, sends people overseas
from South Africa, to represent it in various countries, and
to organize solidority work. Let us ensure that a good
proportion of these representatives are women.

3. Women have played a full military rele in liberation
struggles in, for instance, Cuba ond Vietnam. Let us ensure
that there are many women amongst our freedom fighters,
and amongst those who are receiving military training.

4. In many areas of solidarity work, women can be more
effective than men. For instance, women's groups, church
groups and meost humanitarian erganizations are likely to
be more impressed by o concrete account of life under
apartheid given by a woman who has had to bring up o
family in this situation, than by a lecture from, say, a young
male student. When our Movement is asked to send spea-
kers to meetings, let us ensure that these are often women.

5. Youth and Discussion groups within our Movement often
hold seminars and prepare political papers. We must en-
Courage women to participate in these activities. | say ‘en-
courage’, because as a result of their conditioning and, in
many cases. their inferior education, women are tentative
about volunteering their opinions

6. When our Movement holds public or internal meetings,
let us ensure that women frequently speak, and are present
on the platform.

It would be unrealistic, in view of woman's history of sub-
jugation and of man's history of dominance, to expect wo-
men, immediately, to play an equal part, in terms of numbers
ond of contributions. But this is the position towards which
we should be thinking ond working, in order that we can
ensure, both in our fight today ond in our freedom tomor-

row, thot all people are giving oll of which they are cap-
able,
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GENERAL LOUIS BOTHA
by Johannes Meintjies

Published by Cassel.
Price £3.15p.

A well-written ond interesting bio-
grophy of an outstanding Boer ge-
neral. Botho emerges as a bigotted,
God-fearing, potriotic, semi-literate
man who, though he could barely
read a map, yet outwitted the British
in the arena of guerillo warfare:
Botha's commandos harassed, am-
bushed aond bogged-down tens of
thousands of British soldiers.

It was only ot the negotiations which
followed the Boer War that the Bri-
tish, represented by Lord Kitchiner,

outsmarted Botha. The founding of
Unien in 1910 sow Botha taking the

reins of Government but Britain
getting the lion's shore of the loot.
Soon ofterwords Botho visited the
‘mother country’ to be feted with
all the pomp and glory that the Bri-
tish could muster for the couse of
the Empire, including the offer of o
peerage. Botha returned a transfor-
med man. It is here thot Meintjies
mokes generous use of the white-
wash. In fact, Botha's new obsession
was for wunity of Afrikaner and
English only. The Blocks remained,
in his eyes, beyond the paole. Reo-
ding this life of General Botha one
cannot but be omazed by British
diplomacy in their dealings with the
Boers - so effective was it that to
this day they are still reaping the
profits. Noe doubt the prototype of
neo-colonialism was created in 1910.

A Welcome to "South African Studies’

A journalist correspondent writes: It
would be hard to exaggerate the en-
thusiasm that members of my profes-
sion (os well as academics, students,
revolutionaries and, indeed, all those
who are interested in the politics of
South African Liberation) will feel for
the ANC’'s latest publishing venture
— South African Studies.

The difficulties of documenting re-
volutionary struggles are notorious.
Inside an oppressed country, people
are not anxious to hang on to com-
promising materiaol ot times, it can
be literally true that the possession
of on illegal document con be.
grounds for execution (in South Af-
rica, possession of such documents
has frequently been grounds for im-
prisonment). Police roids decimate
material, records are confiscated ond
never returned. Outside the country,
there is the difficulty of obtaining the
material produced inside it, and the
difficulty of sparing personnel to

keep track of and file documents.
And in both coses, there is the
extraordinary ability of pamphlets
and leaflets to disoppear into thin

air! South African Studies aims to
circumvent these difficulties by bind-
ing the relevant documents and lite-
roture on various aspects of the libe-
ration struggle. The first paperbacked
collection — South African Studies 1
- deals with “"Guerilla Warfare.” It
contains the relevant official state-
ments (e.g. the ANC-ZAPU Alliance
document), discussion documents
(e.g. Joe Matthews ‘Forward to a
Peoples’ Democratic Republic of
South Africa), vivid reports by parti-
cipants in actual actions in the field,
as well as analysis. o broodcost, and
poems. This is an essential hand-
book. Congratulations! Ed: Seouth
African Studies will appear quarterly
(Price 12'; new pence). No. 1, ‘Gue-
rilla Warfare”, is available now from
Sechaba Publications, 49 Rathbone
Street, London, W1A — 4NL.)
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FRIENDS
OF
AFRICA

President

Frank ©'Sullivan
Hon. Secretary
Mrs. Hazel Jones

64 Yunga Burra 5t
VILLAWOOD. N. S. W. 2163.

The Secretary,

African National Congress

of South Africa,

P. O. BOX 2239,

Dar-es-5aloam,

Tanzania.

Dear Sir,

Enclosed please find our organisa-
tion's cheque 224 B06 for $50-00 Au-
stralion os a constribution towards
the printing costs of 'SECHABA'.

In this country there is o greot
unawareness of conditions in Africa
generally and specifically of what
APARTHEID meons in South Africa.
Interestingly enough, there is o
small number of South Africon mi-
grants here, who vehemently sup-
port the Vorster government and the
racial system thot prevails in South
Africa. They have the ear of @ num-
ber of Liberal Party politicians and
make quite a vocal lobby for Rhode-
sio and South Africa.

We have found 'SECHABA' o vo-
luable source of information with
which to reply to this lobby and we
offer our sincere and warmest
wishes that it may long continue to
play this importont part in the li-
beration of the human race.

Yours sincerely,

HAZEL JONES, Hon. Secretary.

Pentrich Tricontinental Committee,
Derbyshire, England,

has sent "SECHABA' £1 donation and
ordered 50 copies.

Fine work, brothers!

Published by the Africon Maotionol Congress of South Alrica, P.O. Bea 1239, Dar es Soloam;, Taomzonia.
Frimiad by the Druchersl "Erich Weinart®, 2080 Mewustrslitz, G.0.K.




