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AUGUST 9

DAY OF OUR

WOMEN MILITANTS

South African Women have a Special Place in our Struggle. Burdened
with Extra Responsibilites, they Draw on Deep Reserves of Courage and

Endurance to Fight the Hated Oppressor. The Story of their Inspired
Struggle is given in the Following Pages.

What ploce hove women in o revolutionary struggle? To some,
“women and children" are the Inevitoble wvictims of historicol
upheoval, the innocent suHerers in war, strikes and lock-outs,
the objects of humonitorian concern. To others, “women’s role”
is something special, a thing opar. almest, from the moinsiream
ol history — concemmed with establishing the right to political
participation, to “aguality” a1 work, \n agucotion, in governmeni,
The women of South Afrca’'s liberation movement!, however,
accept no such special definitions. Qur women ond children are
victims of opariheid = ond so ore our men. Our women haove
lormed their own organisations when issues (such os the extension
of passes to women) hove demanded I, bul ours is not o feminist
movement. Ours is o notionol ergonisotion, ond no gquestion
thot offects women is separabie from the fundomental questions
of oportheid, notional oppression, and economic exploitation.
Women's place in the revolution is no different frem that of men.
It is in the front line. Whereva: thot may be.

Looking Forward

This is o time lor looking lorword. We look lorward to the
immediote future, to the mounting bottles against the white
supremacisl forces in Zimbobwe, side by side with our comrodes
of ZAPU; the grodual penatrotion of our trained guerrilias into
the Republic, and the handing on of their skills to the under-
ground resistonce movement there. We see o bitter struggle,
but in the struggle itself we see the birth of o new society, os
the relotionships of comrodeship and hope reploce the rela-
tionships of oppression and despair. We see also the day of
victory, and the building of @ new society, when men and
women sholl work together for o South Africa free of rociolism
and exploitotion. We see our women In the front line throughout,
in 'fh" lorces of Umkhonto we Sizwe, in the underground organ-
salions at home, In the factories ond In the villages.

August Fth is South African Women's Day, and o doy lor looking
lorward to oll these things. Bul we con olso look bock o little,
to ramind ourselves ol the work of our women In the paost, ond
their role in lorging the weapons thot will defeot apartheid.

We con troce the history of women's resisionce to imperialism
right bock to the Wars of Resistonce between 1779 and 1879.
Then, women stood side by side with men, in their afforts 1o
repel the invoders. Towards the end of the 19th century, when
the first stirrings of African notionolism centred round the
breakowaoy ‘Ethioplon Church,” we find women ogoin among the
leading figures = in porticular, the greol singer ond educabe-
nalist Mrs. Chorlotte Maxeke. Mrs. Moxeke was one of the first
African women to obtaoin o university degree. studying science
at Wilberfarce University, Ohio. She retumed to found a college
of higher education for Africans, the Wilberforce Institute at
Evoton, in the Tronsvaal When the Alricon MNotional Congress
was eventually formed, in 1912, Mrs Moxeke wos omong the
tounders.

First women's battle

Almost immediately ofter the loundation of the A.N.C., came
the first real women's batile. The government, so soon after
Union, wanted to extend the pass system, which olready applied
to Africon men, te women. The compeign of resistance thol
followed, when women chose to be imprisoned rother than carry
passes, was one o the greot early victories of the A N.C. The
authorities capituloted, and women remained lfree ol the hated
posses for over 40 years.

It was about this time, too, thot Indion women of Natal entered
the political scene, to participate in the compaign of the Natal
Indian Congress (lounded by Maohatma Gandhi in 1894) ogainst
restrictions of movement ploced on Indions. Many women wenl
to jail, and their treotment there led in turn to o lorge-scale
sirike by Indian workers gt the Newcostle coal mines.



But it wos the trode union movement, which, from the 1920,
united South African women of all races in struggle. African
men were excluded from the definition of 'employee’ under the
Industrial Conciliotion Act of 1924, and barred from membership
of registered trode unions. But not Africon women, In the Food
ond Canning Workers' Union, the Textile Workers' Union, the
Garment Workers' Union, African, Indian, Coloured and White
women learnt to struggle together, and to use their united
strength to protect their members, These trade unions produced
leaders whose nomes ore respected throughout South Africo:
Rebecca Bunting, Lilian Ngoyi, Ray Alexander, Fronces Boord,
Elizabeth Mafekeng, Mary Moodley, From the trode union
movement, many women joined the political movement, recogni-
sing that the workers’ battle is inseparable from the wider
political struggle for liberation.

Revolutionary Leadership

Alter the 1939-45 war, the political struggle sharpened in South
Alrica, It was the formation of the Youth and Women's sections
of the A.N.C. _in 1943 that provoked the demond for more
revolutionary leadership, and led to the odoption of the Pro-
gramme of Action of 1949, foundation of the developing militant
policies of the next 20 years.

During those 20 years, women have been ploying an ever more
important part in the liberotion movement, |t wos the struggle
agoinst the Nationalist Government's renewed attempts to impose
posses on women thot led to one of the most impressive political
demonsirations South Alrico has ever seen — 20,000 women,
gothered outside the Union Buildings, the Government's Execu-
tive Offices, in Pretorio. This demonstration, on August 9th 1956,
is the event we commemorote on Women's Day. We commemo-
rate it because it was o great and inspiring achlevement; and
because we know thot it must be the lost of its kind, until we
are free, when we shall gother in tens of thousands again.

It wos the women, too, who led the caompaoign agoinst indoctrina-
tion of our children under Bontu Education: it wos the women
who led the struggle for trade union recognition from the big
food canning combine, L. K. B., whicth led to the Hrst of the long

line of boycotts of oportheid goods. And it wos the women who
bore the brunt of onother struggle — the rural rebellions ol
Zeerust ond Sekhukhuniland in the mid-1950's. It is appropriate
that in 1969, as the armed struggle ogainst oportheid gets under
way, we should look back to those rebellions, for in both Zeerusi
and Sekhukhuniland power wos for a short time in the honds
of the people.

Rebellion

The migrotory lobour system in South Africo meons thot able-
bodied men trovel to the cities to seek work, while the women
remain behind in the reserves. It is they who must keep the
cottle, and till the lond. So it is also they who hove resisted
government taxes and caltle culling schemes. It wos the imposi-
tion of the Government's Bantu Authority system, which reploces
traditional chiefs with Government-poid ond oppointed nominees,
that finally sparked off rebellion. For o brief while, the people
caollected their own toxes, set up courts to try troitors, ran their
own defence force. The rebellions were mercilessly crushed, the
leaders banished or killed, the Africon National Congress out-
lawed, But no-one could obliterate the memory of Freedom, nor
the inspiration and the hope that thid shorl experience cormried
throughout the land.

Qur history, then, hos taught us that wherever struggle is, there
is the ploce for women. On Women's Day, we remember the
many women who have already given their lives for freedom. We
remember this year especially Florence Maotomela, who died
in June. We remember those who ore in prison, ond those who
have served jaoll sentences; we remember Dorothy Nyembe whoe
is serving 15 years in joil for porticipating in the ormed struggle;
we remember the wives and mothers of our political prisoners
and of our freedom fighters. And we look with confidence to our
youth, to the young women of Umkhonto we Sizwe, and we know
that they will emulate those great women who fought beside their
menfolk throughout our long history of struggle.

Finally we look too to the women of the world, who have given us
so much sympathy and support in the past. We look to them for
political suppert and for procticol help in the war ogoinst
apartheid. And we know thot thay will not let us down,

A demonstration of women led by {second from left) Dorothy Nyembe Natal President of the ANC Womens® Leogue now serving 15 years
in prison ond Lilion Ngoyi (next to her) National President of the Womens' League now banned and confined to Orlonde Township




Not long ago we read of the death of Florence Matomelo;
and marked one more murder to the white supremacists,
who killed her as surely as they killed Ngudle and 5aloo-
jee, Mini and Mayekiso, Lenkoe and Kgoathe. They can
write their lie, 'notural couses' on the death certificotes.
Their ‘notural couses’, apart from beatings ond torture,
include illnesses thot can be controlled or cured in -any
civilised country today; and o lifetime of poverty, of in-
sufficient food and of hardship also adds up to a ‘notural
cause.’

Florence died in the front line. Not every fighter can
handle a gun. Some people think the front line is only up
there near the Zambesi, or along the Caprivi Strip. Those
are also front"lines, but most of our women Ffight right in
the centre, in the heart = inside South Africa. Long yeors
of imprisonment and restrictions, unrelenting struggle and
unrelenting sacrifice. Women with heart disease and
osthma and diobetes crouching on the cement floor of
cells where they are not even permitted to spread o hord
blanket, except at night: the only furniture o foul lotrine
bucket. Women confined for weeks and months and years,
consumed by the thought of children left alone. Is this
nol the front line?

Florence wos o member of Congress, o woman who gove
out warmth ond life like the Africon sun. full of lively
enargy and songs and the cdheerfulness of infinitely
generous and splendid personolities. Florence, who had

been to joil over and over from the Defiance Compaign
of 1952, through the Treason Trial ond 90 days, lost her
husbond while she was serving her lost live-yeor sentence.
Five children. Who cares for them now? Solitary confine-
ment without access to the regular insulin she needed.
Did she not, then, die fighting? Would you count her cell
as the front line? Did she not socrifice everything — her
home, her husband, her children, and finclly life itself -
for the couse of freedom?

The Mothers Remember

Our women ore scottered now like leoves across the
world, blown by the force of police ond oppression, forced
to leove homes and children ond escape to sofety. And
leaving wos the worst kind of defeot, o lorced retreot.
Sometimes the children journeyed out later to join porents
who had been forced to leave; torn up from everything
familiar, friends, schools, streets to which they belonged,
bewildered or resentful. At least, with one parent er with
both, they could build o new kind of life. Sometimes it wos
not possible for the children to follow. They grow up, re-
membering less and less about the mother who left in the
night, the mother in Morogoro or London or Berlin. The
mother remembers; she remembers the little ones she left.
They hove grown and changed; they are far, too for.



Like wives and mothers everywhere, the women of South
Africa create o place that is home, with whatever diffi-
culties and socrifice. The home offers the only stability,
the only comfort. The men cannot do it. Even those who
are fortunate enough not to be indentured, migrant la-
bourers live most of their lives outside the heme, The
women's lives centre around the home, no matter how
much they must stay away for work, no motter how much
time and energy goes in other octivities, still they moke
the continuous effort to maintain, to hold together, the
bosis of o home. When the woman goes - to joil, to
banishmeant, into exile = the home has gone.

Children who have been able to join their porents in exile
are uprooted and brought into o strange new lond, to
learn new languages, different cultures. The older ones
remember heme, and however much they learn new things
and odapt to new ways, they are proud to remain South
Africans, and for them, home is still over there . , .

But the little ones forget. In o few years the past has gone,
their understanding is only of here and now. They do not
even speak their own tongue. 'Say Afrikal’ | heard o South
African mother say to her three-year-old son. 'Afrika®
replied the little boy who was born in Europe — 'Afrika?
Whaot's thot? Afrika — Moylbuyel — but how can babies
remember?

One November night, one northern night in Europe, | went
searching for o South African friend among great boxes
of new apartment houses standing on the outskirts of o
city: row upon row, a petrified stone forest, silent among
the early snow ond controcting cold. Hundreds and
hundreds of doors, oll closed against night and winter,
all the same. Strangers behind strange doors in o strange
town. But we found the door we wanted — and inside,
like o door opening inte another world, was o South
African home; fomillar music playing; photographs of
imprisoned leaders on the walls; o bead nedkloce, a
woven mat, carried thousands of miles, the memorabilia
of thot other home, the one that had to be abandoned:
that home in the southern hemisphere, were November
is summer and the Southern Cross sparkles in the warm
nights. There, omong the iron frost in this stronge land, a
South African woman had created something of her home,

Re-create the feel of Home

You will see such rooms, flats, cportments, scottered all
over the world, the same photos of Nelson Mondela and
Woalter Sisulu and Bram Fischer, the same record playing
*Nkosi Sikelele’, the some books and beads. in Sweden,
Lusoka, Moscow, Lobatsi, Cairo, Helsinki, Berlin, Algiers,
Lendon, Dar-es-Saleam, Torento, Progue. The occupants
are students, trade unionists, nurses ond teachers, writers
ond other professional people, workers of all trades, full-
time political octivists. To each one, a piece of South
Africo adheres, and scottered across the globe the exiles
re-create the feel of "home'.

But there are many within South Africa itself who become
exiles. Women and children, families of political prison-
ars, or of workers who hove died or who are too il to

serve the apoartheid state any more, these ‘superfluous
appendages are also forced to uproot themselves, to
leove homes painfully creoted omidst poverty, with so
much effort and work; and with whot bits and pieces they
can take with them, they are forced to make some sort of
life in a Resettlement Comp In conditions of extreme iso-

lation and loneliness, in desoclote places. Aportheld has
uprooted thousands upon thousands of women and their

families. kicded them out of places where they have lived
all their lives; Indians ‘re-classified’ in new group areas;
Coloured people removed from District Six; Africans from
township and from tribe, removed to suit the needs of
master apartheid plans, These people are also exiles.
Paradise Volley is not home. Nor is Limehill.

Sometimes it is easier to be o man, to abandon it all and
toke up arms, to forgel wife ond family, to join the mili-
tary struggle with its positive dangers and positive hope,
than it is to fight this other unending kind of battle, to
endure a life made infinitely cruel by the harsh laws of
apartheid. Are there medals for these women, whoe bury
the babies that die ond core for the ones thaol survive?

Will we line them all up one day and make speeches
praising their courage and devotion, and decorate them

for holding the front line?

Wherever there are South African women. for us that is
the front line. Soweto, Lusaka, Morogoro, London, Mos-

" cow — the line stretches around the world. Wherever we

have been forced to make our homes, we have only one
real home — o free South Africa. Florence Matomela did
not survive to see that better life for which she fought with
such supreme courage and loyalty. We women will find
our own way of remembering them, not with rewards or
decorations. but Iin the new world we will make, where
woman will play a full and free part.

A Germon who spent many years in exile told me: “"We
had one slogan: our faces turned towards the Fatherland|
This meant that everything we did wos directed to one
purpose — to help us to return to our country,”

We do not use the word ‘Fatherland', but we can adapt
the slogan for ourselves:

“Qur faces
turned
towards
home!”




Segregation in South African gaols is three-fold. There is
the usual segregation of men from women. Blodk (that is,
African, Indian and Coloured) prisoners are separated
from whites, and are held under harsher prison regula-
tions (the regulation diet for blacks, for example, is even
more unpolatoble and monotonous than that laid down
for whites, though in one respect the two are equal, both
being almost entirely lacking in Vitamin C). Then, the
prison authorities, who regord political prisoners as o
potential centre of disoffection among the prison popula-
tion, are usuolly careful to separate them from other
prisoners (though this wos not always the cose on Robben
Island where at one time pelitical prisoners were given no
protection from some of the tougher criminal prisoners,
who made physicol assoults on them). The gool on Robben
Islond now holds most of the male, black political pris-
oners, and therefore the bulk of all the pelitical prisoners
in South Africa: the white men are held in a special block
in Pretoria Central Prison. Women convicted of political
offences are held elsewhere.

Influx of Women Prisoners

In the years 1963 to 1965, there came into the South
African prison peopulation an influx of women who hod
been convicted under the Unlawful Organisations Act ond
the Sabotage Act. At first, these women were held in iso-
lation in @ number of different prisons. The women found
guilty in the trial known as the Alexonder Trial in Cope
Town early in 1964 were kept for nearly o year in Kroon-
stod Prison where (according to Stephanie Kemp, who
spent some time of her own sentence for sobotage in
another section of the some gaol) they were locked up in
solitary all doy, except for o shoert period for exercise,
during which they were expected to wash themselves ond
their clothes. (These women hod been sentenced to terms
of up to fifteen years under the Sabotage Act, though they
had never committed any sobotage, having enly belonged
to an organisation in which its possibilities were dis-
cussed),

Loter, after lorge numbers of African women in the
Eastern Cope had been convicted of membership and

active support of lllegal organisations such as the African
Mational Congress, o centre for blodk women political
prisoners wos established at MNelspruit in the Eostern
Tronsvoal.

For two years none of these women ot Nelspruit received
any visitors. Many husbonds, sisters, brothers and friends
hod been convicted in the some wove of trials. Also, one
of the many disabilities that pelitical prisoners suffer
under is thot, being collected together in centres, they are
often held for away from their homes, fomilies and friends.
It is over a thousand miles from the Cope to the Eostern
Transvaal, and even a third-class railwoy ticket (third-closs
is the only form of trovel ovoiloble to non-whites) costs
more than most Africans can afford.

Florence Matomela

It is impossible in the space here to mention more thon o
very few nomes. But if one mentions a name ot oll, it is
impossbile not to mention Florence Matomela. She had
taken part in the Defionce Campaign of 1952 and had
been one of the accused in the Treason Trial of 1956, She
was a diabetic, ond while she wos in 90-day detention In
1963 she often did not get her doily dose of insulin. Alter
she had served her five-year sentence for membership of
the Africon Mational Congress she was taken frem
Melspruit bock to the Eostern Cope to be tried on further
charges. There, in the Eastern Cope, she had a visitor at
lost; ond the visitor told her thot both her husband and
her sister haod died while she had been in Nelspruit, and
that her husbond hod been dead for about o year, She
wos acquitted ef her further chorges, but she recently died
too,

The Lote Florence Motomela, Trade Union ond Womens' League
leader in the Eostern Cape who died soon after her release from
live years in gool




Another nome we cannot leave oul is thot of Dorothy
Nyembe of Durbon, olse o veteran of the Defiance
Campaign; at one time she was provincial chairman of
the Africon National Congress Women's League A few
months ogo, she was sentenced to fifteen years. Together
with eleven men, she had been charged under the
Terrorism Act with ottempting to establish bases for armed
ottack in the country; and also with attempting to establish
contocts in a military underground.

White Women Prisoners

White women convicted of politicol offences are held in
Barberton Prison, also in the Eostern Transvaal; and this
is the only political prison | con speak of from first-hond
knowledge, as | spent three years there. Borberton is neor
Nelspruit, the two gaols are under the same command;
and this mokes me fear that the African women in
Nelspruit hove been living under conditions thot are very
grim indeed. For however bod conditions may be for white
prisoners, one moy be sure thot they aore worse for blodks:
and | know thot Barberton administration to be far from
humane or enlightened.

At the end of June 1967, ofter she hod served two years in
Barberton, Sylvia Neame wrote an article for The Gurdian
(London) giving o very good description of the life she hod
led in Barberton in 1965 "When they (the white women
political prisoners) first arrived they were not allowed to
speak to each other at ony time of the day or night. In
fact it was a communal solitary confinement. In spite of
the foct that the South African prison reguloations (which
they were not allowed to see) specified an hour a day in
the open air. they were given no exercise. They ap-
proached the authorities for exercise ond were given the
concession of fiteen minutes a week on Sunday. Other-
wise, from seven in the marning until obout three in the
afterncon, with o break of about one and o half hours in
the middle of the doy, they stoad at the wash-basins in
their section, washing the clothes of the men prisoners . ..
for fifteen, sixteen or seventeen hours o doy we were
locked up in our cells, some of them &' feet by @ feet.”
she went on to say thot conditions loter improved, but
odded: "The conditions of the white women political pris-
oners when | left, were still worse than the conditions of
ordinory criminol white women prisoners; we were still
being discriminoted against because we were political
prisoners.,

“Altogether, there were twelve of us ot different times in
Barberton, serving sentences of from' two months (for
slogan-painting) to three years (for membership and ac-
tive support of unlawful organisations). It is quite true
thot we were not ollowed to see the prison regulations;
we were known to be sticklers for our rights ond vociferous
protesters (vociferous protest was, after all, whot we were
in gool for) and one prison official teld us that If we saw
the regulaotions we would 'moke tooa much trouble’. We
knew enough obout them only to know thot the authorities
broke them many g time in their treatment of us. Our
weekly quarter-hour of exercise became o doily half-hour
only ofter much orguing ond complaining on our part,
many threots about how we would moke these malproc-
tices public once we were released, and only ofter (we
guessed ot the time) there had been some concern in the
ocutside world about the conditions under which South
African political prisoners lived: it was some further time
before we got our full guota of a daily hour."”

The 90-Day and 180-Day Law

Not all political prisoners in South Africo have been con-
victed of an offence against some low: gool without tricl
hos long been legalised there. The low known os the 90-
day detention clause of 1963 gave the police unlimited
powers to hald o prisoner for the purpose of interrogation,

for at the end of this period of 90 doys the prisoner might
be re-arrested for a further period. The 180-day detention
clause of 1965 provided that a prisoner might be held for
that peried it he was likely to be required as a witness In
ony case. The Terrorism Act now provides that o prisoner
may be held incommunicode for an indefinite period if
the police suspect that he has any information to give
about 'terrorist’ octivities; and the police are under no
obligation to inform the families of those arrested where
they are being held or even thot they hove been arrested
at all.

Prisoners under these octs may be held anywhere the
security police may choose to place them; in a prison or
in the cells of some police station, which may be o remote
one. Under these conditions, stronge to soy, opartheid
ond other segregation regulotions may be forgotten.
During my own period of 90-day detention, | was held for
thirty-six doys In solitary confinement in o police cell on
the outskirts of Pretorio; ond | could hear the singing of
the African men prisaners (not political prisoners) in the
cell next door. (| could also hear, and once | sow, these
prisoners being beoten up by young police constables).
My predecessor in my own cell had olso been there in
solitary under the 90-day clause, and he had recorded his
calendar of doys behind the door. He is now serving
twenty years on Robben Island.

Once agoin. it is possible to mention only o very few of
the many, many women who have been held and still are
being held under the lows that provide for imprisonment
without trial. In 1943, the police held Alberting Sisulu, to
interrogate her about the aoctivities of her husband, Wal-
ter, who was then still in hiding (his 17-year-old son was
also token into custody for the same reason). Coroline
Motsoaledi was put into 90-day detention after her hus-
band hod been arrested ot Rivonia. She was arrested in
court, where she hod gone to see her husband, and she
hod given birth to o child only a few weeks before this.

“Night and Fog™

Most women whe were arrested were, of course, arrested
because they themselves were suspected of subversive
octivities. In 1943, Eleonor Andersoen of Durban suffered
such severs mental torment in solitary confinement that
she was moved to custody in a mental hespital frem where
she escaped and fled ocross the border. In 1964, Mary
Moodley of the Transvool, an elderly woman whe haod
been held for interrogotion about the part she hod played
in orgonising illegol escape routes across the borders of
the country, complained when she was brought to court
thot, though the police knew she had o weak heart, they
made her stand during interrogations until her piles bled
and the blood ran dewn her legs. Ruth First wos re-
arrested after her first period of 90 doys and was released
after she hod almost finished onother month, In 1966,
Violet Weinberg ond Leslie Schermbrucker (whose hus-
bands were already pelitical prisoners in Pretoria Central
Prison) were held under the 180-doy low, os possible
witnesses in the trial of Bram Fischer; they complained
that they hod been kept awoke day aofter day and night
after night by Security Branch men who slept in shifts. The
recent arrest of Philip Golding, a citizen of the United
Kingdom, under the Terrorism Act has recolled the de-
tention of Caroline de Crespigny, another British citizen,
under the 180-day law in 1945,

In May of this year, Winnie Mandela, wife of Nelson Man-
dela, A. N. C. leader on Robben Island, was arrested, os
was Joyce Sikekane, o reporter on the Rand Daily Mail,
the Johannesburg morning poper. The pelice have refused
to say why these women hove been arrested, or under
what law; and we know nothing about their condition,
The workings of the 180-day low and the Terrorism Act
call to mind the Nacht und Nebel (Night and Fog) policy
of the Nozis during their occupation of Europe: this policy
was 50 nomed because, by it, arrested people disappeared
without troce, as if into the darkness.



Racial oppression and
class oppression
inevitably bear
especially heavily
upon women. Added to
the disabilities which
affect women of all
classes ina non-
socialist society, they
form a crushing bur-
den. Nowhere is this
burden heavier than
upon African women
workers in South
Africa. The sign of their
indomitable courage is
that they have refused
to be crushed and
down-trodden

Mis, Mary Moodley prominent Trade WUnion leade: on the Rand

In South Africa. the exploiters anc
employers expernence no shortoge ol
cheap unskilled manpower. And they
have preferred to employ men be-
cause men can more easily be moved
around (ond detached frem fomly
ties) thaon women They are alse
physicaliy better oble to endure the
hard lobour which apartheid ordains
to be the lot of almost all Africon
workers

73 per cent of African women (nearly
tour million) live in rurel areas Of
these under 4,000 ore employed for
a wage. In the ‘reserves’, women
often remain on the land. cultivating
the fomily's tiny ploat = while then
husbands, working as migrant la-
bourers, toll 1n the mines., on the
White tarms, on the roods and on the
rallwoys  These women attempt Lo
scratch out a living brom the ex-
hausted soil ftor their children, but
ure usually olso dependent on money
sent home by the male breadwinne:
fram his pitifully small earnings,
which ore also greatly depleted by
taxation

Of the women in rural areas who ore
employed, more than B3 per ceni

#ork on white farms or as domestic
L@arwants

Only 27 per cent of Alricon women
live in urban areos. Rigorous controls
exist to keep them out Of this 27 per
cent (which ot the same time is 47 per
cent of all wage-earning African
women) nearly 80 per cent ore em-
ployed in domestic service

Sechaba loocks at the conditions, in
the city and in the country, of this
vasl  maojority of Alrican women
workers

In the towns

In the 19th century in Europe, during
and after the Industrial Revoluton,
servants worked unlimited hours lor
negligible wages ond lived in mis-
erable conditions. Worse wages and
ronditions than these are the lot of
the domestic servant in South Africu
loday.

In the cities, most women still work
tor less thon ES50 per annum. In
MNatal, for instance, o woman working
i Durbon whe returns to her family
o the locotwon ot night, will com-
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manly earn around E3 per month.
Out of this she may be required to
pay her own fares - often amoynting
to more thon &1 per month,

it she lives on her employer's pre-
mises, she will generally be accomo-
doted in o shed-like structure in the
bodkyard, with a tin reel and o ce-
ment floor - icy in winter and stifling
in summer. A servant's lovotory will
be provided but no facilities for
bathing or proper woshing — she will
be expected to fill @ bucket from o
tap in the yard. Ar night, like those
who live in the locotion, she will be
disturbed by police roids. Even if her
employer permitted it, it would be
illegol for her husband to spend the
night in her room,

African servants are usually fed en
a special diet, consisting of maoize.
mealie rice ond beans. They are olso
supplied with a small quantity of
meat weekly - meat which is sold in
the butchers’ sheps as '‘Boys' Meat
and considered unfit for White con-
sumption.

Otten, after a heavy doy's work, o
woman servant is expected to 'boby-
sit’ for her employers. She lies on the
floor of the children's room wrapped
in o blanket, as she is not expected
to occupy o 'White' chair,

A typicol Afrlcan maid's day is likely
to involve cooking., housework, care
of children and often heavy loundry.
Few South African Whites bother to
buy lobour-saving devices. Why
should they? For they regord their
saErvants ay mu:hlnus

In the country

While servants in the towns wark
under worse-than-19th-century con-
ditions, in the rural areas their cir-
cumstances ore feudal. Often, if they
are married to, or children ol form
labourers, they are forced to work in
the torm kitchen for nothing when
sent for by the ‘missus’. The best they
can expect, for working in the fields
or in the house. is o bog of maoite,
a few shillings or some discarded
clothing. The work they occasionally
getl on o paid bosls is ot best seaso-
nal = and in any case pitifully paid.

Othe: employment

Apart from domestic and field work,
what openings are there tor African
women? The answer, in terms of
prafessions, is painfully clear: there
are no African women altorneys. ad-
vocales, commissioners, engineers,
architects, vets, chemists or university
lecturers. Africon women doctors are
a rarity.

In view .of their educationol dis-
abilities {only 0.1 per cent get the
opportunity to go to Senior Secondary
School (Forms IV and V), it is indeed
startling that 11,000 African women
hove manoged to become teachers
ond 12,000 to become nurses. Op-
portunities as typists and shop-
assistants ore almost non-existent.
The Whites, with their strongle-hold
on commerce, employ only White
women in such positions,

Factory work

As regords work in  production,
1.3 per cent of rural women workers
gnd 4 per cent of urban women
workers ore engoged in it. Though
Africon women in industry overage
an annual woge of only E132, their
contribution to the working closs
struggle has been o mognificent one,
In the South African Congress of
Trade Unions, women hove done
outstanding work - and have been
notable for their political realism and
fiery eloguence. Inevitably, such
women have been heavily penalized.
Such women as Mildred Lesieo and
Elizabeth Mafekeng of the Food and
Canning Workers' Union ond Vielo
Hashe of the African Clothing
Workers' Union hove been banned

and confined. In addition, many Af-
rican women trade unionists hove
been sentenced to long terms of
imprisonment or detained without
trial and mercilessly interrogated.

The conditions of domestic service
make the formatian of o union under
South African conditions an im-
possible tosk. Yet many domestic
servants have also shown politicol
consciousness, In the Johonnesburg
bus boycott, thousands of them set
off for weork before down ond errived
home ofter midnight, rock-llke in
their refusal to poy increased faras

New tosks ahead

"‘Our women ore o rock’ says one of
our freedom songs, and their strength
and courage ore ever equal to new
demands, Now indeed a new path
is opening beftore them. For in the
guerrilla training camps, dedicoted
women are today also playing their
part. Like Chaka's women-warriors of
old, they join bottle ogoinst the foe.
And as the struggle mounts in heot
ond intensity, more ond more will
flock to the liberotors’ standards
Their fortitude ond fire hove neve
been more necessary thon in this
new phase of the struggle.

Elirobeth Mafeking, Food & Conning Worker's leader in the Cape ulllnq.. the peoples
newspaper to workers




Much hos been written and will still be
wittten about prisoners 10 South Africa.
There is documentory evidence ‘of their
terror and torture under detention, then
hardships in prison alfter sentence, Some
of those released hove written books an
their experiences, orticles have been
published In the press, meelings ond
conlerences hove been oddiessed by
ei-prisones.

The wives ond mothess ol prisoners are
in the main less articulote, their stories
less dramatic, they hove had little
publicity, But they also suffer feor,
hardship, despoir. They bottle to gel thels
husbonds relecsed, to keep up morale,
to maintain conioct. They have the sole
responsibllity of the family

In this orticle, bosed on their own
stotements, SECHABA poys tribute to their
endurance.

There is fear. Will | ever see my husband
ogoin? When? Whaot s the chorge, who
iﬂ_l:l'l'll‘s. who will tell me? Is he alive ar
deod? The lear is not unfounded. Many
prisoners hove died while in the custody
ol the police or prison department. In
1964 Ngudie, Tyito, Saloojee. In 1966 Yum
Fin, o Chinese, Alpheus Madiba. In 1969
Lenkoe, Kgoathe, Modibane. Will my
busband olso be 'found hanged' by his
belt in his cell?

And there is uncertainty. These ore extracts
fram fetiers from wives in o reserve: —

"My husbond s in prison again. They
cought him on the 12th, Please try to
find out whot his charge is. It would
be better if he could be token to court

and know whatl his wrongs are ond be
punished.” (He wos detoined).

I hear now that my husband is In . .
jail. My brather visited him on my behall.
| lailed to pay a visit. | was not allowed.”

After o visil to her husband in prison, Mrs,
K. wrote 'l took my husband some nice
tood, although he is so weok | am scored |
will lose him behind those prison walls.'

Mis. L. from Johonnesburg, told the press
reporter: “At 11.30 p.m. there was o knock
at the door. The police drogged my
husbond oway, | wos not told where he
would be taken. After eight doys, when |
wos out, the police left o messoge with
my neighbour that my husbond wos dead.”

There |5 alwoys the immediote, and the
never-ending problem ol money. How Io
live without the husband’s eamings.

These axtracts are from lettars fram wives
in the Transkei: -

'There hos been a famine The ploughing
has not been successful, We are starving.
| was helped by my husbond when he
was here becouse he sold our crop. The
childran ore looking after the sheep and
catile. ! must sell o sheep for food.'

She described the difficulty of selecting
the sheep, of toking it 10 be sold, borgoi-
ning aver the price — men's work,

‘Please help me linanciolly, ot present we
are experienting starvation becouse | have
run out of mealies. My husband linished
his sentence ond wos released, but
immediotely deporied.”

‘My husbond was banished three years
ogo, | hoave nol seen him since. In
ploughing time | go from place to place
asking pecple to help me plough, and
some young people to look ofter his
caftle.’

‘I need money lor communol Hnes which
resulted rom hut bumings. It is forced to
be paid by everyone who was present ot
the time of the unrest.’

Arrests and imprisonmenis hove not been
accepted by wives and mothers withoul
protest

The story of Mi, Lora, ol Cope Town, is
well known. For 1wo years, his wife
struggled to get him out of joil. She was
one of twenty Africon women who peti-
tioned the Chiel Maogistrate, Cope Town,
in 19463 for the release of their husbonds
ond sons. The petition stoted: ‘We are
destitute ond want to see and hove our
husbands back with uws.' They saw the
Acting Chief Magistrate, but failed to get
their men released from detention withoul
tricl. At the end of the 90 doy period,
Mrs. Lora went to |oil to meet her
husbond, due for release. But she did not
see him. He was rearrested for o further
period of 90 doys. She brought an appli-
cation to the Supreme Court for his re-
lease, but it foiled. When refused o wvisit,
she tock her three weeks old baby, handed
him to o worder ond begged him to toke
the baby ond show him to his father.
This wos done. Eventually, with others,
Lozo wos brought to trial, convicted,
sentenced to three yeaors' imprisonment
and taken lo Robben lsland. The wives
arranged for the men to lodge an oppeol

agoinst conviction. On March 10th, 19485,
nearly two yeors ofter Loza's orrest, the
Supreme Court set oside the conviction
and erdered the release of the men. Daily
the wives went to the jetty on the maoin-
lond where the ferry from the Islond
should arrive. Bu no prisorers arrived,
The outhorities refused to issve o stote-
ment os o whot was causing the deloy
in their relecse. Were they dead or olive?
Where were they? Were they being
detained for further chorges? On the
22nd Maorch, the wives decided to make
an urgent opplication to the Supreme
Cournt thot their husbends be preduced.
On the 23rd they arrived home. Mrs. Lozo

Mis. Frances Boord, prominent Eastemn
Cope ANC & Trode Union leader now In
prison

hod been without her husbond - an
innocent mon - for 22 months and two
weeks,

And the wives ond mothers are lonely,

Mrs. N. wrote of her friend: 'She waos just
home from hospitol when her husband
wos loken by the police. She does nol
know his whereobouts. She wos in bed
when he wos token away, leaving no food
tn the house as o hoilstorm hod destrayed
everthing in the Helds. | ossume he |s
detained.’

‘My child is ill and wanis treatment which
he would get if his father, now in prison,
ware here to see to it.'

And Mrs. T. Writes:

'My husband is arrested. And whot is so
sad is thot | am aobout o hove o child.
A month loter she wrote again: *l hod o
nice little doughter. But now | have none.
She died.one doy old. S¢ | am aolone
again,’



Lilian Ngoyi, President ANC Women®s Leogue with Indian
Women's leader Mrs, Pilloy and White democrats leader
Myrs. Helen Joseph who is under House Arrest since 1762

In troditional Xhoso Wear, Mrs. Alberting Sisulu,
banned and restricted and Mrs, Winnie Mondela
now in solitory confinement at the Rivonia Trial.

wWomen in the Stru

A policeman's cane
swishes as an Alrican
woman runs hrom o
demonstration in Jo-
hannesburg where
African woman were
being accusad of
disturbing the peoce
by protesting against
posses for women



Coloured women greet their fomilies and jeer at Typicol scene ot meetings and demonstrations
the police after being arrested ol o demonstration prior to the banning of the ANC in 1960

Women demonstrators
loce the police at court
during the Rivenia Trial




DEATHS IN

DETENTION!

® Caleb Mayekiso Died Within 7 Days 0f His

Maojor P. J. Swonepoel — the beast of
Compol - the moin inerrogation centre
in Johonnesburg

14

Detention.

® Nichodimus Kgoathe Died With Bruises All

Over His Body.

® James Lenkoe Was Found Hanged In His
Cell With Serious Electric Bruns On His

Toes.

Three recent deaths in detention in
the most suspicious circumstances
provide sharp confirmation thot tor-
ture ol political detainees continues
unabated in Vorster's prisons. Electric
shocks, brutal beotings ond o so-
colled suicide in o highly compro-
mising situation hove been revealed
in recent inguesis in Pretoric. Despite
spuricus efforts by FPolice, Prison
officials and Government doctors to
cover up the violence inflicted on
defenceless detainees, the truth has
once ogoin been forced to the sur-
tace

MURDER

Mo matter what ultimotely coused
these deaths, we say thot deoth in
solitory confinement, especiolly in o
South African prison, is MURDER]
No one, including relotives, hove any
contact with o political detoinee
once he is arrested. How con we
then occept the word of Vorsters
interrogaotors, his prosecutors, his
courts for what really happens when
a person |s detoined,

Jomes Lenkoe, soid to have been
found hanging by his belt in Cell 12
at Pretorio Local Prison, ond certified
to hove died in this way, wos in
reality subjected to electric shocks to
an extent thot medical evidence con-
ceded that he moy hove died from
electrocution. These focts emerged

at o second inguest demaonded by
Lenkoe's widow when the original
oHicially given couse of deoth be-
came suspect, James Lenkoe died
within five days of his detention un-
der the Terrorism Act.

At the speciol inquest, in a rigorous
and tenaocious cross exomnination,
Advocote D. Soggot brought to light
the cruel foct that Mr. Lenkoe haod
been subjected to electric shocks
sufficient to couse deoth ot some
time within the 12 hour period before
he died. This evidence was given by
De. ALR. Moritz o world outhority an
burns, specially Hown ocut from the
U. 5., whe stoted in court that a mark
on Lenkoe's toe wos caused by an
glectrical burn. Similar evidence hod
earlier been given in court by Dv
J. Gluckmon, o pothologist. who
stated thot the presence ol copper
jions in the domaged tissue of
Lenkoe's body indicated a thermal
injury caused electrically. Dr. Gluck-
man added that he found other in-
juries as well including o small bruise
on Lenkoe's neck below his eaors,
bleeding of the eyelids and gums,
linear marks on the shoulder, bruises
on the arm, and the injury on the
toe. He also found a curious
haemorrhoge ot the base of the skull.
Dr. Gluckmon soid that the bleeding
of the eyelids ond the gums could
have been caused by any of o num-
ber of factors. The bruise on the nedk
could have been caused by o belt



buckle, or other factors. When asked
agbout his opinion on the couse of
death, Dr. Gluckman said it could
hove been caused by electrocution.
An equally peossible alternative wos
by hanging

BRUISES AND MORE BRUISES

The Lenkoe case hos burst into the
headlines at the very time of another
inquest on the death of a detainee.
Mr. Nichodimus Kgoathe. The police
admitted in court that they had been
Instructed to investigate his death os
well as certoin allegations of assoult
during his detention. Police Sergeant
A. B. Gildenhuys of Silverton told the
Court that Kgoathe hod told him
after much hesitation thot he had
been cussoulted by members of the
Special Branch during interrogation.
D:i. P.)E Joubert, called in by o
magistrate, told the Court thot he
found numerous marks on Kgoothe's
body including linear bruise marks
over both shoulders ond behind the
nedk, three bruises behind the right
upper orm, three U-formed bruises
behind the right thigh, os well as o
wound on the left eye Notwith-
stonding these extensive injuries, the
police tried to intimate thot Kgoothe
died from o fall in the shower.

The Inquests revealed o number of
other sinister features on the treat-
ment of detoinees. Under cross
examination, Chief Warder Breedt
admitted that on official instructions
his department did not keep records
of the movements of detainees when
they wera honded over to the Special
Branch. Mr. Soggot asked whether
the inference was thot the police did
not want pecple or the courts to
know how long o detainee wos kept
at the |nterrogation centre Compel
and stoted thot there hod been o
case where a conflict on how long o
detainee hod been kept ot Security
Headquorters was resolved in court
in favour of the detoinee's assertion
that he had been out of the prison
for four days. Typically, the explana-
tion given by Major Swanepoel the
head of the torture squod of ihe
Special Bronch for moving detoinees
out of prison to the interrogation
centre was thot there were admini-
strative procedures to be completed.

TORTURE PROVED

The administration of torture to po-
litical detaoinees haos now been 50
well proven that there is not o comer
in the world where it |s doubted. Yel

One of the first
detainees who died in
detention was 'Babla’
Salojee. He was inter-
rogated by the beast
of Compel, Swanepoel
just before he died.
Mo one will eves

know the full story o
what was done to
'‘Babla' before his
death. A case ol
suicide the police said
alter he hod hurtied
down fram the Tth
Fleor window ol the
Security Police head-
guarters in Johannes-
burg

torture continues ond our comrodes
in the front line of struggle are muti-
lated and wrocked by men who have
nothing to learn from the archives of
Gestapo technalogy. As to the extent
of these proctices in South Africo, we
con do no better thon quote the
words of the police officer who
testified in an electric shock cose ot
Bultfontein in 1964. "l don't think
there is a police station in the
country thot does not use violence
during questioning. Tying a plostic
bog oround o prisoners heod s
commaon in investigotions.”

Curiously, just os the name of llse
Koch will aolways be associoted with
Belsen, so one man, Major P.J
Swanepoel is mentioned repeotedly
in conjunction with the interrogation
ol detainees. Numerous detaineas
hove spoken both in the courts and
outside of the sodistic noture of this
Beast of Compol. Yet, when he wos
for once on the receiving end of o
sharp  cross-examination in  the
Lenkoe cose the court ollowed him
ioc evode explaining his octions,
With contemptous disregord for pub-
lic opinion, this chief inquisitor of
South Atfrica’'s Gestape, the man
who questioned Lenkoe on the doy

he died. assumed an unbecoming
gir of innocence to deny all know-
ledge of ilitreatment of detoinees.

BITTER DEDICATION

But the list of victims of Special
Branch viclence is growing. Neither
the realtives, the comrades in strug-
gle nor world opinion accept the
stories of suicide and self-infliction
of wounds that are concocted by the
interrogotors. And, even if there have
been suicides in detention, they have
been suicides under torture; and, as
we hove soid before: suicide under
torture is murderl

The murder of political prisoners is o
crime which stands highest in the list
ot atrocities committed by the South
Africon Government, No action can
be more provocative to those who are
fighting for o free South Africa than
these never ending octs of sovagery
ogainst detoinees and political pris-
oners. There need be no gquestioning
the response of bitter dedicotion
these acts generate. The perpetrators
of these ciimes will most certainly be
brought to book|
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OBITUARY

MASANGO
CALEB
MAVYEKISO

A.N.C.AND TRADE
UNION LEADER

Statement on the
Death in Detention
of Masango Caleb
Mayekiso,
African National

Congress and Trade
Union Leader
(South Africa).

The Africon Notional Congress of
South Africa mourns ond saolutes
MASANGO . CALEBE MAYEKISO
who died In solitory confinement
under South Africa's obnoxious
180-day detention law,

Comrade Mayekiso who hod been
released from prison ofter serving
four years imprisonment for be-
longing to an "illegal organisation™
— the A.N.C., was re-arrested on
13th May, 1969 and detoined under
the 180-Day law.

On June 1, Speciol Branch detec-
tives visited his wite in New Brigh-
ton and told her thot her husbond
had died.

According to press reports she said
that she thought ot the time that the
Special Branch had come to inform
her that she could visit him. Under
the 180-day low no relatives or legal
representotives are ollowed to visit
d detaines.

In her statement to the press Mrs.
Mayekiso emphasised that her hus-
band lecked well and healthy when
the Special Branch took him away
three weeks earlier

The police hod ofiered to poy
Mayekiso's funerol expensaes but
this oHfer was scornfully rejected by
Mrs. Mayekiso.

Coleb Mayekiso was Chairman of
the New Brighton (Port Elizobeth)
Bronch of the A. N. C. which is one
of the most powerful branches ol
the Congress. He succeeded Roy-
mond Mhloba, now serving o life
sentence on Robben Island aoher
Raymond wos banned lrem paorti-
cipating in the aoctivities of the
A N.C

Caoleb was slightly built, begpectac-
led, aged 5 ond of o quiet and
unassuming demeanour. Where
one would expect a towering perso-
nality to lead so militant and power-
ful an area we found Caleb
Mayekiso o gentle, scft-spoken
figure with a monotonous delivery
of speech. No one looking ot him
would hove suspected that he had
held on wunassailoble position os
leader of the pecple in Port Eliza-
beth.

The oanswer lay in Caleb's con-
sistency ond integrity as o working-
class ond Naotionol liberatory
leader,

He helped build o strong branch of
the Textile Workers' Union and

eventually became the leader of the
African Textile Workers in South
Africa. In all the stirring struggles
of the Fitties, Caleb played aon im-
portant role. He went to prison
during the historic Defiance of Un.
just Lows Campoign of 1952. In the
following two years Coleb was
orrested on numerous occosions.
He could never make any long-
term oppointment, not being sure
whether he could keep such an
oppointment.

On one occosion in 1954 he was
charged with incitement to public
violence.

In 1956 he wos charged with High
Treason in common with 155 others.
He was involived in the triol right to
the and in March, 1961,

In 1963 he was arrested ogoin ond
wos charged with belonging to the
banned Africon National Congress.
He wos sentenced to four years im-
prisonment.

On the lost occasion he was ar-
rested on May 13, this year, ond
died in detention as have so many
others under sinister circumstances.
Although physically small this mon
wos made of steel.

His death, under highly suspicious
circumstances, will ultimately be in-
vestigoted and those responsible
will undoubtediy receive the punish-
ment they deserve,

In the meantime the African Naho-
nal Congress pledges to carry on
the struggle 1o free our country
trom the grip of its present diaboli-
cal rulers. In the free and demo-
cratic republic that will arise the
names of people like our comrode
and lellow freedom lighter — Mo.
sango Coleb Mayekiso — will hove
an honourable ploce.

A great and dauntless freedom
fighter has possed on. His death
will be ovenged o hundred times
over in the coming bottles for the
final overthrow of the Focist-Raocist
oppressors in our counfry.

The A.N.C. dips its banner in
memory of this greot freedom
fighter. _
HAMBA KAHLE — MAYEKISO!




Special
News Digest
on...

RECENT
DEATHS
OF

POLITICAL
II:I)\IErAINEES
SOUTH
AFRICA

This special News Digest is printed
in order to draw the attention of

our many supporters to the sinister
aspects surrounding the deaths of
an increasing number of political
detainees in South Africaand to
urge them to protest and to organise
international public opinion around
our demand for the release of all
political prisoners in South Africa.

1 Death of Caleb Mavyekiso - the
fifth death in detention in the past
year

Masongo Coleb Mayekiso, 56, o long standing lecding per
sonality in the African National Congress, and o senior office
holder in the Cape Province, and prominent trode unionist, has
died while in custody under the 180-day detention clouse. M.
Mayekiso whe was released from o four-yeor prison term lost
yea: was detained on May 13 this yeor ond died on or obout
Ist June.

The Rand Daily Mail which reported his deoth stoted on
the 9/6/69 quoted Mrs. Moyekiso os soying thot her husbond had
been In employment since completing his prison term ond that
he wos looking healthy and well when the Speciol Bronch ook
him inlo dentention.

In @ report on the deoth, the Sundoy Tribune reported on the
B & 69 that Mrs. Mayekiso turned down on offer by the Security
police to help with funeral expenses, The poper stoted thol
“Four other detoinees under the Terrorism Act died during the
past yeor. Two commited suicide, one wos soid to hove died,
gither of tuberculosis, or pneumonio, and the fourth wos said, in
an official report, to hove slipped on o piece of soop ond fatally
injured himsell.”

The poper olsc reported thal in Porlioment, Mr. Lourens Muller,
Minister of Police, refused to onswer questions about possible
abuses under the detention lows. According te the Stor ol
the 3/669 Mrs. Helen Suzmon hod roised the motter in the
House. The paper siotes thol “She mentioned other coses and
added thot in olmost every caose where prisoners complained
that they had been bodly tréoted, the nome ol one mon wos
mentioned. She was prepared to give the name 1o the Minisier.”

2. Another detainee’s death -
court evidence on electric shocks

Anocther detoines James Lenkoe, died while in detention under
the 180 doy low. The Rand Daoily Mail on 3rd Moy reported thal
“Counsel representing the widow of o 35 yeor old Alricon who
is said to hove been found honging in o cell .n o Pretoria
prison while detained under the Terrorism Act, roised the pos-
sibility In the Precrio Inquest Court yesterdoy ol deoth hoving
been caused by electrocution, and not hanging.

"The inquest was held into the death of lJames Lenkoe, o Lesotho
natienal, whe is soid to have died while detained in the Pretorio
Local Prison on March 10.

"On March 21, Lenkoe's widow, Mrs. Julio Lenkoe, wos gronted
on opplicotion for o sesond post-mortem examination to be heid
on her husband's body.” The Rand Doily Mail continued, “Ai
the start of yesterday's hearing Mr. 1 G. Geyser, for the Stote,
honded in several offidavits which described how Lenkoe wos
found hanging in Cell 12 ot the Pretorio Local Prison oboul
10.30 p. m. on March 10. The offidovits said he was hanging from
a belt ottoched to the bors of the window ond thot o hond-
kerchlet wos tied round his (ace knotted ot the back and passing
through the mouth ot the front . . . My Geyser olso handed in
the raport of Dr, H. von P, Koch, wha corried out the first post-
mortem examination, In this, Dr. Koch soid his lindings were
consistent with death due to hanging.”

After giving further medical information in person, Dr. Koch is
reported in the Moll to hove "ogreed that the feotures described
in his post-mortem report, if seen alone, could not lead to any
specific diognosis as to the cause of deoth. However, he had
taken inle account the ligoture found round the neck. He agreed
thot the features described were as consistent with hanging after
death, except for the haemorrhoge in the cortilloge areo. He
did not think this could hove been coused ofter deoth.™

Under further examination Dr. Koch said he hod aoitended the
second post-mortem which hod been conducted by Dr. Gluckman
who hod pointed out to him what looked like o mork on the
second toe of Mr. Lenkoe's foot. Dr. Koch soid thot it did not
look like @ burn mark to him but an ghrasion.
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The Mail repart continues, “Mr. Soggot (the defence odvocole -
Ed.) olso questioned Dr. Koch at length obout distinctive
microscopic transformations which, he said, resulted from the
olterotion of cells os o result of on electric bum. Di. Kodh
ogreed thot fotal electrocution could toke ploce without any
signs, ond thol very high voltoge could enter the body through
o very small orea ond leove no detectable sign of i1z axit from
the body.

"Mr. Soggot asked thot if he could prove thot the mork on
Lenkoe's toe was the result of an electric shock and wos o bumn
mark, would Dr. Koch ogree that this, with the other signs
described in his post-mortem, could be consistent with electro-
coution, Dr. Koch soid that if it were proved thot the mark wos a
burn, then = with the other feotures — this could be consistent
with electrocution.”

Subsequent medicol evidence turned an the chorocter aof the
burn and on how death may hove been brought aboul.

A report in the Rand Daily Meil — 5 & 49, described the further
significant evidence on these questions.

“Dr. AL R Moritz. o world outhority on bumns, yesterday told the
Pretoria Inguest Count that he was sotistied beyond reasonoble
doubt that a lesion on the toe ol o suspected terrorist = who is
alleged to hove honged himsell - was on electrical burn mark.

“Earlier a South African Pathologist, Dr. Jonathan Gluckman,
told the court thot his Investigations of the wsvound indicated o
thermal injury, possibly elecirically applied, becouse ol the
presence of copper ions in the damoged tissue . . .

“In his evidence Dr. Moritz described the injury in technical
language, and said that the presence ol cysts ond other foctors
indicated o thermal bum, probably received within 12 hours
before deoth . . .

“Questioned by Mr. Soggot he said thot he hod done extensive
specialized research into burn wounds and death during the war
for the Americon Arméd Forces. The work storted with study
of wounds coused by flome throwers, and he continued this into
research on electrothermal injuries after the war. He confirmed
olso thot he hod been o member of the commission which con-
sidered certoin medicol legol ospects of the ossosinotion of
President Kennedy . .

"He ogreed fully with Dv. Gluckmon's earlier evidence, said
Dr. Moritz. Questioned by the medical ossessor, Dr, Scheepers,
he soid that his studies hod been concerned with microscopic
slides. The injury would hove been inflicted more thon two
minutes ond less than 12 hours before deoth, ha thoughi.”

In @ loter repont the Rond Daily Mail of 7649 reported Dr.
Moritz's evidence as follows.

"The only inference to be drown agoinst the evidence in the
present cose was one of copper deposited in the skin os o result
ol on electric shock. Nothing hod been put before him which
suggested anything different. Nor hod anything occeptoble been
put before him which would move him to doubt his conclusions
that the injury was done within 12 hours of death. The presence
of copper in the bosal orea of the skin, suggesting electrical
metallisotion, hod been illustroted by spectrographic test and
waos chemically beyond recsonable doubt.”

In on earlier hearing of the Court, Professor Shapire, o farmer
Government pothologist, gove evidence on the possible couse
ol death. The Rand Daily Mail reported os follows (30 5 &9):
“Professor Shopiro, o former Government pothologist, when
shown the report of the district surgeon who performed the
outopsy on Lenkoe, soid he ogreed that the findings were
consistent with death by honging ond electric shock, Asked obout
bleeding in the neck, he soid pressure on the neck could cause
bleeding belore death under certoin conditlons. The bleeding
could hove been consistent with hoemorrhoging before or after
deoth, soid Protessor Shopiro.”

At on eorlier hearing criticol evidence wos given of the
detention ol Mr. Lenkoe and hiz interiogation by the Special
Branch.

The Rand Daily Mail reported on May 24:
"Mr. Soggot wos questioning Mojor P. ). Swonepoasl, the Security
policeman who is In charge of the interrogation ol pecple
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detained under the Terrorism Act and who soid he interrogoted
Lenkoe on tha day of his death.”

Major Swanepoel hod told the court that on thot doy no harm
hod come to Lenkoe ond no ossoult hod been commitied on
him, Lenkoe hod been questioned from obout B a.m. to 3 p.m., he
soid, ond he hod token o stotement from him. The stotement
was nol complete.

“Lenkoe”, he said, "'was under supervizion ot all times, even when
he went to the woshroom. He had not received an electrical
shock ot any time during interrogotion ond it was unlikely that
he hod been shocked occidentolly of ony other time while in
the security police building Compol.”

Mr. Soggot asked whether it wos possible that he hod got an
accidental shock from the stove ot which Major Swanepoel had
said deloinees were ollowed to warm food.

“Majar Swanepoel said Lenkoe wos never alone. H he had been
occidentally shocked the policeman who wos with him should
have reported this. Maojor Swonepoel soid he had never received
such o repon.”

Tortured

Mr. Soggot then asked Mojor Swonepoel obout allegotions
over the yeors that deloinees hod been tortured by Secunty
policemen.

Maojor Swanepoel soid he knew of the cligegotions but the faci
of the matter was thol detoinees were exceptionally well treated.
Mr. Soggot soid thot offidavits from o number ol people all-
eged that the torture of detainees included electrical shock ond
thot Major Swanepoel had himsell been nomed as having
administered electrical shock,

When Maojor Swonepoel contested this - ‘| want te know the
names of the people who soid this about me' - Mr. Seoggot
produced six offidovits handed in 1o court during en opplication
brought lost November on behotf of o detoines, Gabriel Mbindi.
Mbindi hod been soid in medicocl evidence to have two per-
forations of the ear drum.

Major Swonepoel suggested thot these must have come about
before Mr. Mbind| wos orrested.

Mr. Soggot commented thar the Siote’s own medical evidence
was that the perforations were recent.

Maojor Swonepoel said, in answer to lurther questions on this
point that he hod wished to repudiote the cllegations mode in
this application.

Mr. Soggot asked how it had come obout thot the matier wos
sattled out of court, and thai the Siote hod peoid R3,000 towords
the cost of Mbindi's application, although none of the allegotions
were conceded as being truthful.

Mojor Swanepoel said he hod no knowledge of how this had
come aboui.

Guestioned further, Major Swanepoel soid thot during interr-
ogation he tried to persuode detainees to make statements bul
if within half an hour or an hour they would not do so. they were
returned to the prison.

"No unlawful methods were brought to beor on detainees.”
“Asked why detoinees were taken to Compol Building for in-
terrogation he sold || wos becouse that wos where his office
was. He preferred his office for questioning. There were
odministrative procedures to be completea.” ;

Major Swonepoel agreed that there wos on order thot no
register be kept of the movement in ond out of joil for questioning
of detoinees,

Mr. Soggol osked whether the inference wos that the palice
did not want people or the courts to know how long o detainee
was kepl at Compael.

He said there hod been o cose where o detoinee cloimed thal
he wos kept four days and nights at Security Hecdquarters,
lohonnesburg, ond ossoulled, bul whare the police cloimed that
he hod been in prison during this time. An investigation hod
supported the detomnee’s claim thot he wos out of prison these
four doys.



.

Major Swanepoel said he hod not had anything to da with the
investigation of thot cose.

Mr. Soggot asked Major Swonepoel whether he hod not been
interrogoting o detoinee, Solojee, when the mon jumped out of

‘g window ond was killed.

The proseculor objected, Mr 5Soggot soid he wisthed to osk
this question becouse the suicides ol other people ossccioted
with interrogation might be relevant to the court but he wouid
gbide by the court's decision,

The mogistrate, Mr, 1 ). H. Tukker, ruled that he could not put
this questizn.

Mr. Scggot asked Maojor Swonepoel if it wos correct thot of
least two other detainees hod died this year while In detention.
The prosecutor ogoin objected. Mr, Soggot soid he wished 10
raise this question on other deoths since it might be relevant to
the present hearing

Mr. Tukker ruled that he could nol put this guestion.

Major Swanepoel told the court that he wos surprised when
he heard of Lenkoe's death, It was inexplicable to him and he
did not think that the stotement Lenkoe had made had onything
to do with his death,

Earlier during yesterday's hearing Mojor Swonepoel hod told
the court that Lenkoe woas a hired assassin :

Lenkoe had given certain information no pressure was brought
o bear on him.

He had given this information voluntorily. Maojor Swonepoel
said no pressure would be used because, in terms o o Supreme
Court ruling such o siotement was inadmissable.

In his experience detoinees often voluntarily gove information.
The was nothing exceptionol obout such o thing hoppening.

Detainee’s death - doctor's

evidence of prior assaults

Police evidence of o fall in o shower wos overshodowed by
a doctor's evidence of severs ossaults prior to death upon
o detainee M. Nichodimus Kgoathe.

Under o neadline '‘Detainee wos hit, doctor tells inquest’ the
Rand Daily Mail reported on 7'6 69 os follows:

“A District Surgeon testified ot o Pretario inquest yesterday that
an African detoinee he had exomined shortly before his death
hod marks en his bady which could .hove been coused by o
sjambok ond wounds which could hove come from an ossoull
with the buckle of o belt."

The inquest was held into the death of Mr. Michodimus Kgoothe,
who was detagined in the Silverton police cells, Pretoria, unde
the Terrorism Act and who died on Faebruary 4, this yeor.

Evidence of Dr. P. ). E. Joubert, whe wos colled by a Pretorio
mogistrate to see Mr, Kgoothe shortly before his deoth said
Mr. Kgoothe hod moved with the utmest difficulty. It wos my
apinion that he was suffering from the ofter affects ol concussion
ond needed to be treoted by o specialist. He could not occepl
Mr. Kgoathe's explanation of his having lollen In the showes
reom ond hod told him so. Only then did Mi. Kgoothe say that
he hod been ossoulted by members of the Security Police during
Interrogation en lanurary 16,

"It is my opinion," said Di. Joubert, "that Mi, Kgoothe's Injuries
were the result of on ossoult. The linear marks on his shoulders
could have been coused by o sjombok while the U-formed
wounds could hove been the result of an ossault with the buckle
of o belt.”

He soid he had mode orrongements for Mr. Kgoaothe's admitl-
once to hospital, where he wos taken on Jonuory 21. He died
14 days later.

During his stay in hospital, Mr. Kgoathe wos treated for infec-
tion In his lungs and bladder.

A hospital report read that M. Kgoothe had died as o resull
of excessive lung infection and kidney failure.

A posi mortem repornt soid the couse ol death was bronchiol
preumonia.

The magistrate, Mr. G_). Strijdom, found that, in the light of
tha evidence and stotements before the court, he was nol in
a position to conclude that any person wos to blome for M.
Kgoathe's deoth.

In stotements before the courl, several members of the Security
Branch said they were nlormed by Major F. Hugo thol he wos
investigating the deoth of Mr, Kgoothe, who waos cllegedi;
assaulted by members of the Security Branch during interrogation,
Mrs. Monica Kgoothe, 45, wife of Mr. Kgoathe, soid in o stote-
ment *. . . when he (Kgoothe) left for Johannesburg on Sunday,
MNovember 3 lost yeor, he wos in good heaolth and did not
complain of any iliness. She did not try to see him becouse her
son also infermed her thot no visitors were allowed to see her
husband,' She never saw or heard anything from Mr. Kgoothe.
She soid thaot the police informed her on February 5, this year,
that her husbond had been token to hospitel where he died on
February 4.

Detective-Warrant Officer ] M, Venter, of the Security Police,
said in o statement that he was informed by Major F, Hugo on
April 14 thot he (Major Hugo) wos investigoting the deoth of
Mr. Kgoathe and certoin allegotions of on assault on Mr. Kgoothe
by members ol the Security Branch.

Warront-OHicer Vente:s ond Sergeant De Meyer continued to
question Mr. Kgoathe until about midnight on lanuary 16. They
then left Mr. Kgoathe in the compony ol Banmu Detective
Sergeant Solomon Chauke to sleep in one ol the olfices. He and
Sergeant De Meyer slepl in an adjoining office, Mr, Venter said.
The following moming, obout 6 o.m., when the questioning of
Mr. Kgoathe was resumed, Mr. Venter soid he noticed o swelling
on Mr. Kgoathe's leti eye. Asked obout the swelling Mi, Kgoothe
gxplained that he hod sustained the injury the previous afteinoon
when he had slipped ond fell ogoinst o wall while having a
shower.

Warrant Officer Smit soid that he interrogoted Mr. Kgoothe
from ¥ a.m. to 5 p.m. on Joanuary 16. Abour 1 p.m. I'lq_r._ Kgoothe
had asked permission to have o shower and since it wos o hot
doy and the facilities were ovailoble, he gave Mr. Kgoathe
permission.

"He hod explained thot he had slipped ond follen ogainst the
wall of the shower from the previous doy.”

Major Van Zyl said the Rev. John H. Barletl, the police chaplain
arrived simultanecusly, Asked by them whether his injury wos
not perhaps coused by on ossoull, Mr, Kgoathe hod sold he
had follen while hoving o shower and thot nebody hod ossoulted
him, Warrant Officer Smit said.

Lieutenant ). R. Bodenst=in ol the Security Branch, told o similai
story. He said thot he mode pertinent inguiries from Mr. Kgoathe
whether he had perhaps been ossoulted, to which Mr, Kgoathe
replied that he hod slipped and fallen agoinst o wall.

Police Sergeant A B. Cildenhuys of Silverton said that Mr
Kgoathe had comploinea of body poins on lonuary 18. He gove
Instructions thal o doctor be called.

When he saw Mr. Kgoothe ogoin lote: that doy, Mi. Kgoothe
still complained of pain ond told Sergeamt Gildenhuys that he
hod been ossoulted by members of the Security Police during
their interrogaotion.

Mr. Kgoathe did not want 1o loy a chorge and refused 1o moke
o stotement.

De. W. ). Fleterse, who exomined Mr. Kgoothe on lonuory 18,
said he saw o wound on M. Kgoothe's left eye as well os o goll
on his left shoulder,

A Pretoric magistrale, Mr. € G, Jordoan, who had visited the
detainees on January 20, said he sow Mr, Kgoothe, olso known
os Kabi, Kalkadi or Nichodimus Kwagthe.

Mr. Jordoon soid he saw on his second visit Mr. Kgoathe's
condition hod deteriorated extremely ond osked for o doctor
to be colled.

As o result of thiz request Dr. P. ). E. Joubert waos colled.

According to his statement the following were found on
Mr. Kgoathe: linear bruise mo-ks over both shoulders and behind
the neck, three bruises behind the right upper orm, thren
U-formed brulses behind the right thigh os well o3 o ~ound on
the left aye.
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B SOUTH AFRICAN WORKERS

k AND THE STRUGGLE FOR
LIBERATION

Stephen Dlamini, President of SACTU now serving 7 years on Robben Island

“The future of the people of South Africa is in the hands of the workers.
Only the working class, in alliance with other progressively-minded
sections of the community, can build a happy life for all South Africans...”
- Preamble to the constitution of the South African Congress of Trade

Unions (SACTU).

The SACTU constitution wos odopted
more than filteen yeors ogo. As the
preomble shows, SACTU sow the role
of the working class, not only to
agitate for improvements in condi-
tions of work, but also that of being
the leading closs in the Liberotion
struggle. The purpose of this article
is to examine briefly this constitution,
From its inception SACTU, os the
only genuinely non-racial South
Africon trade union ftederation, un-
equivocally threw its weight on the
side of the Liberation Movement and
become o member of the Congress
Alliance. SACTU participated fully in
oll compaigns launched by the Con-
gress Allionce. A lorge number of
its leaders at oll levels have suffered
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banning, imprisonment and exile for
the part they ployed in the struggle.
Many, many members of SACTU have
bean hounded out of jobs. Without
doubt SACTU hos lived up to the
role it set for itself.

The methods of struggle in the 'S0s
took the form chiefly of demanstra-
itons, boycotts, stoys-at-home and
strikes under o general policy of non-
violence. Clearly the Congress
Alliance was lorgely concerned with
demonstroting the strength of the
organised body of the oppressed
pecple with o view to bringing about
conditions tor o meaningful dialogue
with the oppressor. Both the methed
of struggle ond, flowing from this,
the objective have now changed rodi-

cally. The main content of the
struggle now is laying the basis for
a Peoples Revolutionary War with the
objective of o total seizure of power,
It is no more a guestion of talking to
the oppressor but of bringing obout
his complete destruction. This im-
mediotely poses the guestions "Whe
will seize power? Who will come out
on lop? To answer these guestions
correctly we must understond the
noture of South African society ond
its composition.

Brief Analysis of South African
Society

(1) The Ruling Class: It is generaily
agreed thot South Africo is on od-



vanced capitalist-imperialist country
having well-developed links with in-
ternational imperialism. The ruling
closs is, however, not homogeneous
but composed of an ellionce of in-
ternational imperialism with local
monopoly copital on the one hand
and the semi-feudal land barons of
agriculture in allionce with smaller
business on the other. The lotter
emcompasses largely the Afrikaner
(Boer) population and is refiected
politically in the ruling fascist Natio-
nalist Party. The former encompaosses
English and other (mainly Jewish)
White interest in allionce mainly
with British and U.5. imperialism.
The South African White population
being largely Afrikaner and given the
chauvinistic appeal of the Natienalist
Party, imperialism monopoly copital
for @ time was on the retreat poli-
tically os the United Party suffered
several defeats at the polls. The
rising tide of the liberation struggle
in the late fifties saw this element
fostering the Progressive Party as a
prelude to o possible compromise
with the Block majority.

The situation is, however, not stotic.
Afrikaner capital has over the years,
especially in the sixties, goined entry
into big business paortly by the effec-
tive use of its control of the political
mochine and partly because mono-
poly capital felt it prudent in its own
interest to ollow such entry. This, to
some extent. explains the subtle po-
litical chonges taking place within
the Nationalist Party reflected in the
“"outword looking” policy of Vorster
and in the struggle going on bet-
ween the Verligte (enlightened) and
Verkrampte (conservative) sections of
Afrikanerdom. This changing situation
also exploins the increasing partici-
pation of European (mainly Waest
German) and laponese imperialism
in the South African economy via
close association with Afrikoner big
business and state capitalism

White Working Class

The rest of the White population is
composed of the working class
employed in mining, manufacture,
commerce and in the stote bureou-
craotic apparotus. The White workers
are g privileged group, o labowur
aristocracy, poid handsomely os o
price for their continued support of
the super-exploitation of the Blodk
majority. Their woges are six to seven
times those of Block workers and, in
the mining industry, as such as
twenty times morel It is hordly sur-
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prising, therefore, thot the White
workers are the most ardent sup-
porters of White supremaocy. They
have been in the forefront ol agita-
tion to restrict the employment
opportunities of Black workers. White
workers have at times been at logger-
heads with the Chomber of Mines
over the latter's attempts to open up
semi-skilled cotegories of work for
Block workers. It wos the agitation by
White workers which in 1925 resulted
in the so-colled “civilised” labour
policy which has guided all subse-
quent government octions. The
White working class is a direct bene-
ficiary of the apartheid state and it
is difficult to visualise it playing any
political role other than that of de-
fending White supremacy.

The Black Majority

The oppressed Black majority, com-
posed of Alfricans, Coloureds ond
Indians, occounts for over BO%y of
the total South Africon population.
An overwhelming proportion of the
Black majority are the working mas-
ses |. e the urban und rural working
class and the peasantry. The distribu-
tion in these three sectors is olmost
equol, thot is, about 3'; million
people each. The three sectors are,
however, not distinctly seporate, ho-
mogeneous groups for the migratory
lobour system results in o mobility
from one sector to the other so thot
ideas and levels of sophisticotion are
not greatly divergent. This is an im-
portant foct to remember. For, though
only a third of the working populo-
tion is employed on the mines and
in manufacture this urbon proletariot
hos an influence greater than its
numbear.

Thus, while the migratory labour
system is designed to intensify the
exploitation of African workers, it
also enables a free Hlow of ideas bet-
ween the different sectors of the
African working population. Caught
up in this contradiction the fascist
Mationalist Party hopes to turn the
cleck back by its Bantu Education
policy and by the establishment ol
Bantustans on tribal lines where, it
is hoped, tribal wars and ottitudes
will be fostered.

The African, Coloured ond Indian
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working mosses are the badkbone of |

the South Alfrican economy. The
super-profits and ability of the ruling
class to bribe and cormupt the White
workers is dependent upon the super-
exploitation of the Blad workers. The
African workers on the mines, indus-

try and Farms, the Coloured workers
in the vineyords ond manufacturing
industries in the Western Cape, the
Indian workers on the sugar planta-
tions and industries in Natal com-
prise not only the overwhelming ma-
jority of the South African population
but also the most ruthlessly exploited
and expropriated. They have always
been in the vonguard of the libero-
tion struggle for they clearly see thot
economic exploitation stems from po-
litical oppression. The Black working
class has inevitably produced some
of the most outstondingly dedicoted
and self-socrificing leaders of the
liberation movement, Many of them
are today languishing on Robben Is-
land for their courage in the face of
fascist brutality and violence.

Willon Mgqwoyi, Eostern Caope SACTU
leoder now serving lile sentence on Rob.
ben Island

A small percentage of the Black po-
pulation belongs to the middle class,
being small shopkeepers, professio-
nal men, civil servants, and chiefs.
They, in common with the rest of the
Bladks, suffer the indignities and tri-
bulations showered on them by the
opoartheid stote. They too desire an
overthrow of the colour bar and the
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right to porticipate as equals in the
machinery of the state. This class too
has produced some brilliant and
courageous leaders in the liberation
struggle. But certoin chonges must
be noted.

The Baontuston set-up, side by side
with the setting up of Urban Bantu
Councils, hos created job oppor-
tunities for this element enabling
them to escape, however little, from
the worst excesses of the exploiters.
Increased opportunities for promo-
tion in the Bantustan civil service, in
the police, as magistrotes, for the
sole right to own business in the
Bantustans ond in urbon locations,
goes hond in hand with submitting
to government policy. The most
moderate form of protest corries with
it the risk of losing a licence or losing
a job. This must, necessarily, dampen
the ardour of this class. We must
hasten to point out however, thot
this element comprises only a small
fraction of the Black population,

Some Conclusions

We are presently engaged in laying
the basis for o Revolutionary People's
War for Notional Liberotion. What
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role will the various sectors of the
South African population play in this

struggle?

The fascist Nationalist Party and its
backers, while in the process of
breaking out of their chauvinistic
shell, are still the chief beneficiaries
of the apartheid stote ond are
caertainly its staunchest defenders.
Similarly the White workers. concen-
trated in the urbon areas, derive
their privileges directly from the con-
tinued economic exploitation of the
Black maojority. It must be expected
that they, too, will defend the
apartheid stote to the hilt

International imperialism and its
local allies also derive super-profits
from the exploitation of the Block
workers. While seeking to moderote
the worst excesses of the fascists
because of the international milieu
in which they operate they, too,
would like to maintain the status quo.
However, one must be fully conscious
of the high degree of sophistication
of this element. As the world hos al-
reody seen, imperiolism, insteod of
seeking to maintain’ its colonies by
force, has gronted formal politicol
independence while maointgining o
firm held on the economic stirrups.
As the struggle in South Africa in-
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Mark Shope, SACTU = General Secre-
tary, ot present on the Alricon Secretariot
of WFTL

tensifies, this group will increasingiy
jettison the fascists and seek o com-
promise with the liberation move-
ment. Their guiding star is profit and
it flows from this that the kind of
compromise they would be prepared
to offer might bring some political
changes but would keep economic
power firmly in their hands. Such @
“solution” would be meaningless to
the overwhelming majority. the work-
ing maosses, for it would bring few
concrete changes in their conditions
of existence,

The oppressed working mosses of
South Africa, the African, Indion and
Coloured urban and rural workers
and the peasantry ore the most ex-
ploited section and therefore, the
most concerned with bringing about
a change. They will provide the
codres for the People’'s Army and it
Is they whe will Initiote and under-
take wurbon politicel eogitation in
support of the guerrillos. It is they
who will fight, gun in hand, and, if
need be, die for liberotion. In a very
real sense they are the vanguard of
the revolution in olliance with other
progressive sections, To quote once
maore from the preamble to the
SACTU constitution:

“The future of the people of
South Africa is in the honds of
the workers.”



ZIMBABWE

After many promises and four yeors of propogonde, the Smith
regime has unveiled its new constitution. This hos been endorsed
by the White electorate in the recent Referendum. Delicate as on
old moid. the Front has not yet exposed the full detoils — or its
[urther intentions — to world scruting. What i3 nevertheless
opporent is that the proposals to set up separate Block and
White provinciol "“parlioments”, with segregoted wvoters' rolls,
gre o mojor step towords an ostensible theory of geopolitical
separation of the country which motches the Bantustan blul in
its rank impudence.

This is not o reversal of policy, as many in Britgin would like o
believe, bul a lull-blecded resumption of o trend which despite
delays and checks has moved white atitudes from the early doys
ol rule by the British South Africa Company. White Rhodesions,
5 per cent of the population, are determined to barricade their
wealth and stotus behind roce lows, ond bulldoze owoy the

remnants of multiraciolism introduced during federotion. White:

violence, rather than popular democrocy, stonds out os the
sanction for rule. So much is clear The guestion now atises;
how far aleng the rood to opartheid have Zimbobwe's white
intruders travelled?

Genocide

Apartheid is more than mere raclal discriminotion, or the cosual
exploitotion of one group by onother. It is o strict ideoclogy of
white supremocy ond rociol segregotion whose lagical end,
genocide. is tempered by the need to feed off block lobour.

The rise ol apartheid in South Alrica took ploce through an
ollianee between White workers and White notionalists. White
workers sow o chaonce of escoping the worst excesses of copitalist
exploitotion by climbing on the bocks of Coloured, Indion and
African workers, Afnkoner notionalists hammered out booskap,
o treditional compound of race prejudice and exploitation, Into
an articuloted theory of White power which swept the political
boards.

Consolidoted behind o borrage of industriol legislation, the
White notionolists ottempted to moke opartheid pervosive — |In
jobs, residence, education, traovel, birth, deoth. ond even love.
The dynomo of oportheld wos the hard core of White notionolist
ideclogy, and the current of its ideos flowed eosily omongst the
White population.

The existence of roclalism in Zimbobwe from the first doys of
White invasion is monitest. The white Pioneer Colum, mythically
revered by the settlers, wos the most sovoge of the looting tribes
to enter South Central Africo. Setting up theic conguest state by
force of arms, they tried to prevent the emergence of any cammon
society with maoster and servont lows, the notorious Immorolity
and Indecency Suppression Act of 1903 {forbidding sex ocross
the colour line), and segregoted lond helding.

Dispossessed of Land

Finding but little gold. the invoders sought recompense by
dispossessing the inhobitants of land, marking off huge fertile
tracts for sale Lo future White immigrants. From this bosic division
in the primary meons of preduction, lond, flowed the body ol

AN APARTHEID STATE

discriminotlory rules with regard to transport, public focilities,
liquor, and posses. To this wos odded settler conventions; o
minimum of sociol contoct and deference enforced by the sjom-
bok. Africans were assoulted for walking on povements in White
villoges. for ‘threatening’ White women, and turned out of skilled
jobs,

This "kragdadigheid’ of the British colonials remained, rough and
unformed during the stognont inter-wor years. Their fierce jingo
lovalties kept them from o fronk formulation of racism, even
though segregation was repeoctedly odvocated in the settier
porlioment. For an influential section of Rhodesion Whites could
be regorded as externol capitalists — gentlemen former, civil ser-
vants who regarded Englond os home, agents of British com-
ponies,

It wos this White elite which sow in lederction the chonce of
amassing power ond stotus. A conspirocy between White racists
and on unreluctant British {not her first or lost such sell-out)
ushered In lederotion, talk ol partnership, ond o mossive policy
of sxpansion

Two Divergent Tendencies

Two divergent tendencies can be cleorly seen in lederaotion This
was o period of tremendoulsly ropid growth; the income from
Jambia's copper, and a new invasion of White |mmigranis
(20,000 0 yeor) boosted the tempo of politicol chonge. A small
liberal elemem tried to give some legislotive substance to the
much-vaunted talk of partnership by reloxing discrimination n
certain public focilities such os swimming baoths, hotels ond
clubs. White Rhodesio could tolerote this, believing it to be in
the Interest of hoodwinking the outside world that o new era in
roce relotions wos under way.

But when Gorfield Todd began to believe the propogondo ond
attempted to allow mixed morriages, reforming the lond low and
the fronchise, the White voters threw him out. Though content to
see the federal government play oround with multi-rocialism
of o kind, they Insisted thot on entrenchment of White supremocy
was necessary for their existence. It was out of this crisis of tede-
rotion thot the White Rhodesion ideclogy of race begon to grow;
restrictive roce proctices were justified on the grounds of
‘protecting civilisation' ond ‘fighting communism’

Police State

Apartheld is the ideclogy and practice of White domination.
With the upsurge of Africon notionalism in the 1950's White
Rhodesia suddenly realised how threadbare its traditional policy
of rocialism was when foced with o militont chollenge. With
the revulsion ogainst Todd, and the breck-up of federotion
imminent, the settlers begon to tronstorm the country into o police
state, with repressive lows even more vicious than their South
African counterparts. It is ot this stoge that one might soy thot
Rhodesion opartheid came to be formulated.

Its orchitects were the small farmers, White workers, Afrikaner
communities and settler nationalists who goined control of the
state by their promise to fighti off the African demand for entry
into o common society. Yet Aportheid is not limited to the lech-
nigues ol iscloling aond subjugoling an Aliican majority to a
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White minority. We hove seen thot o pervasive theory of White
power must cover every aspect of

This justificotion for o
wos o necessary ideclogical step in the construction of Rhode-
sion aportheid. The White nationolists

ohead with the full i i of
Allowance hod o be mode for the remnonts of multi-rocial
proctice from federation, the “old gong' of federotionists, ond the
hostility of Britain in its new-found rightecusness o on apari-
heid state under the Union Jodc :

These checks in the growth of Rhodesion oportheid are impor-
tant, since they underdine its weakness, ond its need to move
ohead slowly ond deviously. Smith with his sudden declarotion
of UDI gave notice to the world — ond not least o his own
White bourgeoisie — thot oportheid wos structurolly necessory
fer the mointenonce of White wealth ond stotus. Any compio-
mise such as the 1961 conséitution (which looked forword to o
repeal of the Lond Apportionment Act) wos oul. So was o

settlement with Britoin which would curtail the further extension
of the new ideology. Perhops Smith's stronge covortings over
Tiger ond Fearless con be exploined by his wonting to give the
impression of o siote looking for o settlement, while in foct
ploying the gome of o rocist whose only concern was to sabo-
toge o deal restrictive on his ideological plons.

Affront to Mankind

Much of Rhodesion oportheid is still on the drowing boord, os
the new proposals moke clear. Rhodesia’s White nationaolists are
not as strong os their South Africon counterparts in relotion to
the rest of the White population; yet there is o possive — ond
increasing — occeptonce of their ideos. The relotive weokness
ol Rhodesia, internally, ond intemaotionally, forces its leaders to
seek their froudulent. rocist utopio in devious woys. But the
people of Zimbobwe are now suffering under on indisputoble
opartheid stote. This is on offront o monkind, ond must be
erodicoted.

top

THE BOSS
- A NEW THREAT
TO FREEDOM

At the time of going to press the Vorster regime was
pressing ohead with legislation to give sweeping
authoritarian powers to the Bureau of State Security
already dubbed BOSS by South Africans.

The powers are similar in mony respects to the
powers vested in the 5.5. by Hitler soon after he
took power in Germany.

Once BOSS becomes law, nothing which this sinister
organisation disopproves of con be published or
raised in court.

The press cannot publish or communicate any in-
formation relating to military, police or security mat-
ters “deemed prejudicial to the safety of the Stote.”
In other words any person tortured in detention can
be denied the right to seek redress in court if the
Prime Minister or any official authorised by him
issues a certificote preventing any evidence being
led on his detention.

In other words anything the BOSS does not want
publicised or brought to court con now be legally
and effectly hushed up. The coses referred to in
“DEATHS IN DETENTION" and the News
published in this issue will not be possible if any
detoinee wishes in future to coll attention to the
crimes being perpetrated in the nome of Stote
Security in South Africo.

In our next issue we hope o publish o detailed
account of this pernicious piece of fascist legisla-
tion.
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