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Fighting Talk

THE TECHNOLOGY
OF VIOLENCE

Bogside. that short explosive-sounding nome, is destined to be
remembered for o long time. The rebels of Bogside, living up to
the proud history of Irish militancy hove risen in defence of their
dignity with such uncompromising ferocity that they hove shoken
the urbone colm of British Government equonimity. They hove
olso brought obout a significant exomination of violence as an
instrument of political oction. In @ world where wviolence is an
ever increasing feoture of social protest, Bogside has shown that
those who turn to violence cannot be dismissed as “irresponsible™
students, or Block “extremists”. Violence is goining recognition
o5 o genuine social phenomenon - as the ultimote weapon of
those who hove no other means at hond. Even die-hard impe-
rialists are being forced to odmit thot there are deep social
roots in o violence-ridden situation. Since the Africon MNationol
Congress is involved in armed struggle ond committed to the
violent overthrow of Vorster's rocist regime, this growing owareness
of the legitimacy of viclent struggle is of great importonce.

The question of viclence was recently roised in theoretical form by
none other than Enoch Powell, rocist propagandist and Conserva-
tive Member of Parlioment in Britain. In @ deliberotely-worded
speech, Powell dealt analytically with the resort to viclence by the
Irish people linking it with events in the universities and cities of
America and the student revolt in Paris. Mr. Powell argued that in
all these cases, violence was artificially injected into an essentially
normal situation to inflome popular feeling and provoke police
reoction so as to bring obout public condemnation not of the
protestors but of the forces of ‘low ond order’.

The London Times, in o surprising piece of clear-sightedness, took
Mr. Powell to task. “"The efficacy of the techmique (of violence)
lies in its power to exploit o situation of potential strife, not in
any power to conjure one up. It is for that reason thot a simple
‘low and order’ response to the new phenomenon is insufficient.”
And, the Times concedes, "It will be equally surprising if they (the
Scarman Tribunal) do not find that the viclence took effect in the
way Mr. Powell describes because of the presence of real grie-

|
vances, deep-seated animosities, and vivid feor.® Whether the
Times would have been equally understonding in the cose of o
Black revolt is doubtful but one must be groteful for the correction
in this instance.

How is it that Bogside, that previously unknown suburb of Lon.
donderry, in Northem Ireland, brought the spokesmen of British
Imperialism’s Establishment to examine so frankly the ploce of vio-
lence as o form of protest? The onswer lies in the extroordinary
effectiveness of the techniques used by the Bogsiders in repelling
wave ofter wave of police assoult in conditions omounting to civil
insurrection.

MNeither the 1000 strong gas-throwing, baton-wielding Royal Ulster
Constabulary, nor the armed B-Special police reserve were oble
to penetrate the barricaded one square mile defended by the
Bogsiders.

The fighting men of Bogside developed superb toctics to cope
with the police. Apart from the barricodes defended by rocks from
street level and rooftops, they used to great advontoge the tops
of large blocks of flats from which they roined down o ceoseless
barrage of petrol bombs mode in milk bottles with o mixture of
two ports petrol to one part of oil (to moke the petrol stick) and
o sprinkling of washing powder (lo produce a chemicol explosive
effect). They attacked police units, cars, lorries, ond even armoured
vehicles, to such effect that the Observer (London) comrespondent
noted (17th August 1969) "it was, in short 0 model for successful
insurrection that will be noted in Fronkfurt, Paoris, Berkeley, ond
other centres where these matters are studied.”

The Observer might well also have mentioned Johonnesburg, for the
technology of violence has long been o subject of intense analysis
there. We too have hod our own voriations of Bogside, although
the circumstances were very different. There were the occasions
when the police were unable to enter Sophiatown in Johannesburg
for the very fear of their lives ot the hands of the young militonts
who moved in the shodows after nightfall to defend their territory
against police roids, ready to hit back ot the men in uniform who
ruled by violence in the doy. There wos also Alexandra Township,
where when feeling was running high, youths kittered the roads with
burning tyres and police did not dare to enter even in their high-
speed police vans for fear of a revolver shot that would bring their
passage to a sudden halt.

The Government replied with the crackle of military-type hardwore
announcing that the regime hod resolved to shoot without hesito-
tion, regordless of massive loss of life, ond the octivities of the
police hove come to resemble more closely the aspect of military
occupation thon civil control. But we are not stonding still and the
proof thereof lies in our hard core guerrilla forces which have be-
gun their slow but sure exploitation of thot most valuable of all
sciences, the Technology of Violence, in its most odvanced form.

And when all is over, ond our pecople are free, it will be soid of
us, as the Observer says of the Bogsiders, "It was done by a people
who believed themselves pressed too far, and despite their wie-
lence they are not wholly unreasonable.”
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A Complex Interacting Struggle Pattern is Developing in Southern Africa.
On the one Hand our Guerrilla Actions have brought about a Dramatic
Change in White South Africa’s Defence Preparations. On the other, the Fre-
quent Outbursts of Protest by the People has forced the Government into
Wild Indiscriminate Retaliation. In its Totality Official Responses bear the
Character of a War Neurosis. In the following articles we show the Cause

and Effect of this Condition.

A GUERRILLA
SPEAKS

South African propaganda over a number of years has been directed towards showing all and sundry
that the white minority government is all powerful and that its military and police strength is such that
it could destroy any political or military opposition.

While continuing to boast its strength, press and radio propaganda, statements by leading military,
police and government spokesmen, have dramatically changed since the first confrontation between
the A.N.C. — Z.AP.U. guerrillas and Smith-Vorster forces in Rhodesia. Little has been admitted by the
enemy about the actual fighting that has taken place, and is continuing in Zimbabwe. We are now
in a position to give our readers some details of one of the early encounters with the enemy. The
details have been made available to Sechaba by a militant of Umkhonto we Sizwe (The Spear of the
Nation) who participated in what has become known as the Eastern Front. We reprint this statement
as it was made to us omitting some details for reasons of security. In our next issue we shall publish
a statement by a guerrilla who participated in the Wankie battles.

ON THE EASTERN FRONT

by Umkonto Guerrilla, J. M.

| was in the first platoon of guerrillas who set up a base
in Rhodesia. In the setting up of our base we were
assisted by our Commander-in-Chief and officials of
ZAPU who had reconnoittred the area ahead of us over
a period of some days.

We were loter joined by more platoons. The whole de-
tachment was re-organised into four platoons for the pur-
pose of reconnaissance and to establish further bases.
Within o few days three more bases were set up and at
each base our engineering units prepared hideouts and
storage places far our equipment and provisions.

At this stage we had very good communications between
our bases and Headquarters. Our radio equipment was
good and our operators were well trained.

Meat was in abundance. We shot a lot of wild gome
which we cut and dried. We had o long wait at our main

base os local organisers who were to have met us had
not as yet contocted us. During this period our reconn-
aissance groups continued with their tosk of finding new
spots to set up further bases.

Bases five, six and seven were established. They were all
manned by small units and the material was also trans-
ported to these bases, particularly base five which was
ot the foot of the ‘X' Mountain, which was high with
yellow and reddish cliffs on its eostern and southern side
and had o flat top. This mountain become o good land-
mark. Coming back from base six and seven, to base five
become easier. All along these bases the terrain was
bushy and hilly. Up to the end of the second month the
enemy was not seen anywhere until we sow o road being
constructed from Town A to Town B which we later dis-
covered from the local people wos to be used by the



army. This road was ocbout a few miles from River C.
A few doys later we learnt that this road was aolready
used for potrolling ond that two land-rovers with army
men were patrolling at two hour intervals.

EXPOSED TO THE ENEMY

Because of our movements to and from the base, cross-
ing some dirt roods used by gome scouts and hunters,
one of our comrade’s shoe-marks were left on the ground
near the road-side and this, | think, was discovered by
the enemy. Soon we found that the enemy was mobilising
its forces around the suspected area. As this was hoppen-
ing, the HQ platoon haod already gone further across
the enemy's defence belt to our final base from where
we hod plonned to make our assault. But unfortunately
they were spotted by the enemy from the air.

The enemy, in the meantime, was mobilising some
24 miles ahead of us or more correctly between the main
detochment and HQ platoon (i. e. Reconnaissance, sec-
urity and engineering groups). We decided to cross over
the prepared lines of defence to join or wait for the
messengers from the HQ platoon to lead us to their new
base, without knowing that they were already fighting
ond some of them like comrade P. M. had been killed
and some coptured.

Our rodio equipment had broken down and we in the
main detachment knew nothing about what was happen-
ing except that paratroopers were dropped about 24 miles
away from us. All the same we crossed the enemy's de-
fence lines up to base six where we found a few of our
comrades waiting and we immediately organised all our
defences. This wos about six in the morning. At about
1.00 p.m. our scouts reported the approoch of enemy
troops to the commander.

FIRST ENCOUNTER

The Commander detailed o plotoon for watch duties and
at about 11 a.m. enemy planes were sighted hovering
over the bushes where we were camping. On the
same doy one of our comrades opened up with light
machine gun fire on o small enemy unit and wiped out
all except two who managed to cross badk a little stream
and escaped over the banks into the forest. The enemy
tried a second assoult ond fell into o neat ambush laid
for just such an assoult. They were dealt o severe blow
losing 12 men.

We had one disadvantoge. We could not copture theis
belongings becouse the enemy was killed on open
ground and leaving our comoufloged positions presented
great donger from the helicopters which were hovering
over us. We could not wait for darkness to capture the
arms dropped by the enemy as the area around us was
bombed by plones soon after we had routed them.

After half o doy's bottle the roll-coll was caolled, ond we
were overjoyed to learn there were no cosualties on ouwr
side. Qur commander decided to divide the detachment
inte small units of about 18-24 men each and each of
the units was given a definite assignment. A meeting
place which was o high point near ‘I' was arranged and
at about 6.30 p.m. we parted. Our unit was to take first
a western direction and later a southerly direction to our
proposed assembly point. But during the march ot night,
becouse of poor topography maps we passed our first
point by moving too much to the west and we only dis-
covered this in the morning. We tried to re-orientote our-
selves, but it was very difficult.

14 DAY MARCH

At last we found ourselves near Village 'E’. This was afte:
12-14 days walk and at this time our food was almost
finished. Our commander detailed five comrades to go
to the village for food, and two others to try and buy
anything edible from the villoge shops. These two were
in civilian clothes and armed with pistols and as they
were opproaching the shops they were intercepted by
Rhodesion policemen who demanded to see their passes.
They tried to lie their way out of their predicament. They
foiled and ene of them drew his pistol. Before he could
shoot, the police ran away leaving their bicycles behind,
and the two comrades ran back to try and alert those
who were in the fields, but it was too late. The enemy was
alerted and they drove them in the opposite direction.
They fought a lone battle and one died in action while
the other escaped and joined us. In the meantime the
four who went to the villoge returned to the camp lote
that evening with mealies (corn). We roasted the mealies
at the camp that night.

After our meal the Commander decided that the death of
Comrade H, who was killed that day, must be avenged.




Early in the morning we were sent to go and see the
enemy's positions and other military installations around
the area. At 12.30 midday we managed to reoch the point
and observed it from o high point. The view was good
- and we sent four of our comrades badk to report that the
enemy is not so vigilant. They brought back the unit and
found us at 6.30 p.m. and the Commander went for on-
the-spot reconnaissance. At about 645 p.m. the enemy
was preparing for their supper. We left o few comrodes
with our heavy kits and crawled to the enemy.

WE CLASH AGAIN

We took them by surprise at about 7.15 p.m. and we
dealt with them before they reorganised themselves and
some took to their heels while their truck, which was
carrying their food was burning. Within o short while
their airforce was lighting up the whole area, and we
were forced to retreat without counting their dead nor
capturing anything.

That night we started agoin to try and reach our-destina-
tion. During the night we came into mealie-fields and
took as much as we could.

We proceeded and halted during the morning, and to
our surprise the enemy was following us and ot about
8.00 a.m. the fight was on again. We lost four comrades
— and the enemy left 12 dead and took their wounded
covered by their oir force.

Air bombardment wos on again until 540 but this time
we were no more at the spot where the battle had raged.
We were now resting and packing our bogs some B00
yards from the battlefield and late at night we buried our
dead comrodes and started on the march again. Our

only food was the mealies we had gathered in the fields
earlier.

_Fi""‘. days later we reached ‘P’ River which we were long-
ing to reach for months. We discovered that there was
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on air reconnaissance along the river. The following
morning we crossed. The crossing was very difficult be-
cause the river bed was full of stones and the current
waos very fast. Aflter a long struggle we manoged to cross
and marched quickly to o safe spot. We rested for some
days.

One day we were sent for foed in the mealiefields - we
were 14 in number.

The detachment commander and seven others were left
behind. When we returned the following morning we
found that the base was obandoned and our comrades’
things were left strewn on the ground. We realised thot
they must have been forced by the enemy to abandon the
camp. We looked around the area, but there was no
troce of them. We then decided to shift from the area
until we reached o village. We camped some 10 miles
away and sent some scouts to organise food, whilst
others obtained honey. Our scouts come bodk without
food, because the people had nothing to eat themselves
but showed them some houses ot some distance away
where they soid we moy be more successful.

THE PEOPLE RESPOND

Here our scouts were welcomed, and of course after
some questions from the villagers they were given food,
i.e. mealie meal and two chickens, salt and two tins of

milk. Here we found an old mon who wos o member of
ZAPU. He promised to help us all he could.

Days passed. We ocquainted ourselves with the new area
ond rested to regain our strength. We reviewed our ex-
periences and received most valuable information about
the enemy's activities from the Old Man. He told us that
everybody in the areao was suspected of being o freedom
fighter and that young men who looked dirty were
arrested and treated brutally by the police. Tinned food
was strictly rotioned at the shops in order to try and
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check up those who may be trying to help ghe freedom
fighters. A lot of people were being used by the enemy
especially pensioned policemen, teachers ond some of
the wealthier African farmers.

In the meantime, through the help of the Old Man we
began organising the people to commit sabotage and to
contact old members of ZAPU in other areas. This was
coming on well until one day when we come to the Old
Man he told us that he had heard that an injured
guerrillo was being taken care of in the villoge. We told
him to try and bring him to us and after taking all pre-
coutionary measures he was brought to our base.

It was Tswimbo! We were overjoyed! He was one of our
men. He told us how he survived the surprise attack of
the enemy but could not give us full details.

WE LOSE THE OLD MAN

The villogers with whom Tswimbo hod stayed suggested
that we see the local Maswikiro (Fortune Teller).

Most of us were very much opposed to the idea but the
villagers insisted ond some felt that our refusal may off-
end the villagers.

The arguments that followed were bitter and long. We,
who hod for months fought together and suffered such
hardships foced a serious split. Finally the commander
appealed to those opposed to the idea to compromise for
the sake of unity. | felt that we were committing one of
our gravest mistakes. We could not do anything to con-
vince the others so we agreed. To our surprise the Old
Man who would be most exposed if things went wrong
also ogreed. Tswimbo and a villager went to the "Maswi-
kiro’ on a Saturday evening and reached the place sofely.
At the ploce many people were drinking and the villager
joined the drinking crowds. Their turn finolly come and
they were told nothing except o promise that he, the
*‘Maswikiro' would cover our movement by a thick mist.
On their way back on Sunday Tswimbo and the villoger
were met by members of the Special Branch. The villager
was asked who the other man (Tswimbeo) was and where
he hod come from. He told them that Tswimbo was a
man from Salisbury and that he had asked him to take
him to ‘Maswikiro’. The 5.B. left them, but the villoger
was arrested on Monday morning. and ofter questioning
he revealed everything. All our plans were shottered. The

Old Man was shot dead on Tuesday trying to reach our
camp. Thereafter the whole area was combed by the
police and army. It waos difficult to communicate with the
people. Civilions who were suspected were brutally shot
out of hand. Finally they discovered our base. In the
fighting that followed we lost two Zapu comrades, | was
injured by a splinter in the foot and could not walk,
| was taken to a friend who kindly took me to a safe
place in the field and treated me with some herbs.

After some doys he told me that it was not safe for me or
him if | am around the area and he decided to take me
to a relative of his nearby. After some time here he told
me that the Unit had left the area and since | could not
rejoin them he hod better take me to a safe place to
recuperate and come badck to join other forces. He did
this successfully.




More thon ever before, in South Africa todoy, bureoucrats and
policemen, answerable to no one, are free to consign hundreds
to o cruel half-life under banning orders. They can arrest, detain
in solitary confinement and torture, any opponent of Apartheid.
They can place aonyone under house arrest or deport anyone to
bamen deserts. Lows are vogue in definition but onything but
vague in intention.

Their sense of decency so dulled by continued assaults on the
freedom of the individual, ond existing in o lost world of legislo-
tion where the fear of doing "wrong” blinds their moral obliga-
tion to stand up for what is right, most white people rationalise
the situation.

Many visitors to South Africa who contaoct only whites, come
away with the impression thot all is well inside the country. They
see only the vast economic odvances being mode and the high
standord of living of the white population. They wallow in the
luxury that is reserved for whites only in our country and turn
o blind eye to the grinding poverty that is the lot of the vast
majority of South Africans - the voteless block population.
Non-whites, on the other hand, are only too aware of the harsh-
ness of the situation they are in. They have to live with malnutri-
tion, homelessness, pass arrests, lack of civic amenities, and a
. whole host of disabilities that confront them every day of their
life. They have learnt not to speak publicly about their problems.
But under the veil of apparent indifference lies deep resent-
ment. A resentment that comes to the surfoce every once in o
while.

AN ANGRY OUTBURST

Dr. W. F. Nkomo is o well known medical proctitioner in Pre-
toria, wealthy by Africon stondards, o member of Moral Rearmo-
ment and by no meons o rebel. Speaking recently ot the open-
ing of an African-owned cinema built on Municipal-owned land
(Africans cannot own lond in urbon areas) Dr. Nkomo, amid
tremendous opplouse, condemned the policy of separote deve-
lopment.

Separotion, Dr. Nkomo said, was wrong, destructive and created
insecurity among non-Whites. He hod been uprooted from Lody
Selbome Township ond his practice in Atteridgeville wos now
being threatened becouse of apartheid.

Dr. Nkomo said that the cinema was o demonstration that Afri-
cans were in the urbon areos to stoy and should stay. It was
also an indication that if not hompered by outhority, Africans
could reach the top. As a Christion, he added, he despised
those who used Christianity as a cloak to oppress others.
Ancther conservative, Mr. A. W. G. Champion, former President
of the AN.C. in Notal, who was reploced by the Lote Chief
Lutuli, specking at the some ceremony, also condemned
apartheid ond soid thot it ensloved non-Whites.

He asked the oudience never to forget leaders who were suffer-
ing for them in prison.

In the prevailing otmosphere in South Africo, these are strong
words. Angry outbursts such as these by people who have thus
for taken care not to upset the Government are symptomatic of

a desire to fight back despite the brutal repercussions that may

THE HEBRON CASE

On o more orgonised scale, late last month, six members of the
Bokweno-ba-Mokgopo tribe oppeored on o chorge of buming
down so-caolled tribal offices ot Hebron, north of Pretoria, under
the Sobotoge Act. Alternative charges against them alleged that
they attempted to commit murder ond arson and thot they
belonged to the bonned Africon Notional Congress.

In the course of their long detention in solitary confinement
two of their number died — murdered by their Special Branch
inquisitors. (see Sechoba August issue). '

The trouble arose as o result of @ demand by the tribe that o
local man should be oppointed headmon of the tribe without
being under any ‘supervision' by the Poromount Chief of the
Tribe whose heodquarters were in Bethonie. This demand was
rejected. As o result, according to evidence led in the case, o
decision was taken to burmn down the tribol offices “as a form of
protest.” When the cose was brought to triol hundreds of tribes-
men packed the well of the court daily in demonstration of soli-
darity with the occused. The occused, Kenneth Tshite, Lot
Tlhooek, Abraham Thoane, Bennett Moumaokoe, Dovid Komane
and Esrom Moumakoe, were found not guilty. Yet two innocent
men died!

(In our feature Inside South Africa on page 19 we relote a simi-
lar incident in which another prisoner died.)

GUERRILLA ACTIVITY

Recently there have been several coses of people chorged under
the Sobotoge Act ond for preparing for armed struggle. The
most recent being the Pietermaritzburg trial of 12 AN.C. mili-
tonts who were found guilty of preparing bases for guerrillo
warfare. There was another case in which 8 members of SWAPO
were sentenced to life imprisonment for orgonising o militory
training camp in South West Africo.

GRIM, BLOODY BUT VICTORIOUS

These octivities and the host of other manifestations of open
opposition such os the support being given to the newly formed
anti-apartheid Labour Party (not to be confused with the now
defunct oll-White Labour Party) in the elections for a Coloured
Council, are indicative of the growing influence of the under-
ground movement in our country.

This, the Government, its police force ond army see all too
clearly, hence their frantic preparations on a massive scale as
reported in the previous article.

We, in the Africon National Ceongress, do not for @ moment
underestimate the power of the South African Stote. Nor do we
over-estimate the ever growing resentment omong the non-
White peoples that is sweeping our country. From long ex-
perience we know that it will only take a spark to ignite the
tinder box that is South Africa today. And despite all their pre-
paration, the white foscist regime in our country is doomed to
destruction. The struggles to come will be grim and bloody:
fierce and long-drawn, but victory is certain.
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THE CRACKED MONOLITH

Notes on a Case of Schizophrenia
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South Alrica's Pistol Packing mamas

“The mental events in his world do not seem to follow the same course as they do in yours. You can
see only vague connexions, if any, between his one thought and another, between his statements and
your questions, between his ideas and his feelinggs, and between his emotional reactions and the
situations. This illogicality, pertinent to the phantasy world but not to the real world, is indeed the
essence of a schizophrenic mentality . . . Of course, for a schizophrenic you are the one who is mad,

not hel” -

(Dr. Man Mohan Singh in Mental Disorder, A Problem with Many Facets).

Dr. Alan Meoritz, the Americon medical expert who gave
evidence in the case of James Lenkoe, recently told o
UN committee of his belief that Lenkoe had died as o
result of electric torture. He commented, at the same time,
that he found it “incredible’ that so few people in South
Africo were perturbed by either the Lenkoe inquest or

the trial of Lawrence Gandar, for exposing prison con-
ditions.

Dr. Moritz noted that White doctors, lawyers and busi-
nessmen whom he met in South Africo were 'not disturbed
about the trouble of which the Lenkoe case was o
symptom." He added thot the business people he met
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belleved that South Africa’s "very offluent economy rests
on the cheap, racially-controlled labour force.’

Another doctor also commented recently on a visit to
South Africa. This time is was Professor Ralph Yodaiken,
a South African pathologist at the University of Cincin-
nati — and an active apologist for the South African way
of life, which he demonstrates by showings of propa-
gonda films issued by the South African Information

Office.

ng to the Rand Daily Mail of his latest trip home
to the Republic, he said, ‘| have never found White South
Africans so depressed, sticking their heads ever deeper
in the sand. If an atom bomb fell off the shores of Cape
Town | believe their only reaction would be: Will it affect
the stock market? . . . And they're all so scared. Their re-
spect for the police — for an innocent White population
~ Is unnatural.
The indifference to suffering — or even to cataclysm -
and the panic = how do these manage to co-exist in this

‘innocent White population'?

Iebublic of Schizophrenia

‘Probably the most fundamental aspect of a schizoid per-
sonality is the inherent contradiction in its traits. There
is ambivalence in . . . throughts as well as octions.’
(Dr. Singh)

The Republic of Schizophrenia — what started her disease,
brought about its onset? Did it begin when the Boers
trekked into the interior? Carrying guns and bibles, each
evening, after the day's killing ond looting, they read
agloud from the Good Book. Yet for centuries, they ma-
naged to combine these apparently contradictory activi-
ties without evident psychological damage. Their isola-
tion consolidated their indentification of the brutal
baaskap they practised with the Will of God.

Was it with the discovery of gold and the subsequent
confrontation of their feudal society with the forces of
capitalism thot the problem developed? The English os
proctised imperialists had, of course, developed hypocrisy
to a fine art. As “visiting exploiters’, considering England
their 'home’, even when they became South African resi-
dents, they were able to preserve a certain detachment
and to avoid the intensest involvement which is o cha-
ractefistic of ‘permament settlers’ rather than of colonial
administrators, (For the latter, there is always a 'way out’
- across the sea.)

Today, the English-speaking citizen identifies more and
more completely with his Afrikoans co-oppressor (as
Whites in Zimbabwe identify with ‘Rhodesia’ rather than
with Britain). Yet even today, the English-language Press
in South Africa (out of tune with almost all those whom
it is supposed to speak for) adopts o more ‘rational’ tone
than the Afrikaans Press. In the flowing sentences of
its leading articles, we can hear an echo still of the ur-
bane accents of those polished colonial administrators.

Identifying the Bogyman

Commenting on the budget in March this year, the Natal
Mercury entitled an article, Who is the bogy that is cost-
ing us R270m.? For.a country to devote 16 per cent of
its total expenditure to defence was, the paper remarked,
rather extraordinary: ‘This proportion of allotment for
what must be regarded os o military commitment implies
either o degree of apprehension which is at variance with
the assurances of security given by responsible Govern-
ment spokesmen or an odmission of unpreparedness.’

(Could o Victorion leader-writer hove improved upon
those sonorous periods?)

The Mercury concluded by quoting a professor (British of
course),” Dennis Austin: ' "“"Who is the enemy against
whom it is thought that the Republic must be defended?
The forces of International Communism, the answer fre-
quently given by the ruling party. sound like the bogy-

man.”’ :
The ability to give a sensible account of what is hap-
pening inside and outside is singularly lacking in a schi-
zophrenic, and the questions “why" and “how" are the
most difficult ones for him to answer. This is because of
his inability to abstract reasons from concrete and ob-
servable facts.” (Dr. Singh).

Roots of Conflict

What then is the question that cannot be asked, the
problem that cannot be recognized, which lies at the
roots of the South Africon mentally diseased condition?
The Mercury like the regime it elegantly criticizes (but
does not truly oppose) daore not face the answer: the
fact of who the bogyman really is. For the ‘bogyman’ is
the reality of oppression — and this can never be recog-
nized or admitted = since the Whites are not prepored
to reduce oppression by one iota. If they admit that they
are oppressors, the whole force of their couse - its
morale - is destroyed. (Hitler recognized this when he
sent his troops into foreign territories, never to oppress -
but to ‘relieve oppressed Germans'; o cloim supported by
a barrage of propaganda in all medio.)

Accordingly the foct of oppression of the African masses
is never in any circumstances admitted - and correspond-
ingly the Africons inside the country are carefully not
referred to as o danger. They are contented, enjoying the
White man's peace. It is International Communism and
(exploining the guerillo forces) Africans indoctrinated by
‘foreign’ influences which are the stated enemy. Yet the
Whites know well that the Africans are oppressed, and
that they hate their oppressors. But this is whot con
never be stoted or recognized. From this follows an im-
personal way of speaking of ‘the Bantu’ - typified when
Freneman, the Deputy Minister of Justice, recently spoke
of the removal from White areas of ‘3.8 million super-
flous oppendages’ (i. e. people who are not octive
members of the slave labour force). Africans must not enly
be seen os dangerous but must not be seen aos human-
otherwise the reality of oppression might become more
apparent, even to the Government's blinkered followers.
For the old-time Boers, of course, this problem had not
existed. On the farms, the bible remained - and the
sjombok come to be substituted, in most caoses, for the
rifle. But when, in 1948, the Afrikaners came to power -
they also came inevitably . . . to copitalism. And the
boasskap of Malan and Strijdom was an insufficient
weapon in their new role as caopitalists: the permanent
subordination of the necessary massive ‘cheap, racially-
controlled lobour force' required for industry. There was
also the problem of attracting investment from Western
powers whose ordinary citizens were obstinately repelled
by the inhumanity of apartheid. Thus, Afrikanerdom’s
first sophisticated leader, Verwoerd (o psychologist by
training, and one who, ironically enough, wrote his docto-
raote thesis on the topic of the Blunting of the Emotions
in Schizophrenia), developed the concept of Bantustans.
This, of course, involved an even more brutal form of
oppression than straightforward boaskap - the herding
of all those not useful as controlled and directed labour
into a few tracts of barren and already over-populated
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lond, and the removal of all rights from the labour force
in the White areas. This policy, the cause of ever-grow-
ing storvation ond misery has. poradoxicaolly, also been
the basis of ever-growing propoganda by the regime and
its Western supporters. And so intensive has this propo-
ganda become that some of the Governments own
supporters have octually been alormed by it. The verk-
romple (boaskap) Nationalists have long felt uneasy
thot too much is being done for the Blacks. And with the
latest developments in policy formulated by the Vorster
regime, this alorm has increased immeasurably.

Imperialism - a New Factor

Few developments could illustrate more clearly the logic
of economic motivation than the new verligte, ‘out-going’
line. For South Africo is now Jogically developing from
copitalism to imperialism and strains towards the markets
(ond resources) in the rest of Africa. She is now making
overtures to Africon countries which, a decade ago, her
spokesmen derided as ‘koffir states’. And as the recent
verkrompt verligte furore shows, many Mationalists are
as yet emotionally totally unprepared for such a situation
— especially, of course, those backvelders who are not
personally involved in copitalist activities.

". . . the patient himself remains unaware of any change
in himself, not to say of knowing any reasons for it. Ladk
of insight into their illness is a general characteristic of
schizophrenia.” (Dr. Singh)

The schizophrenic conflict here has become particularly

S.A. police, lockeys and dogs in action

-
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intense. Against the enemy without (the unadmitted
enemy within, to whom the guerillo forces will act as o
mobilizing catalyst) the barricades are built ever higher
Children receive guerilla training - it has now been pro.
posed that, from Stondard 7, this should be increasingly
adopted. Doctors are educated in ‘field medicine’.
Women are taught to shoot. Every loophole (however
minute) in ewvery ‘security’ low is darned by elaborate
new legislation. At the some time comes an uneasy re-
cognition thot the enemy must as for as possible be
limited. African countries must (though not all admit this)
be wooed — and threatened. Israelis, formerly hated as
‘Jews’ are viewed as o struggling White nation (to whom
the Government has allowed sympathizers to export R20
million). The Portuguese, formerly despised as ‘dago
fruit-vendors and cofe-keepers’ (and Roman Chatholics,
to bootl) have become brave allies for whom a special
Mozambique Soldiers’ Comfort Fund has been set up,
and whom the Nationalist Administrator of Natal praises
in glowing terms as ‘those who are keeping 3,000 miles
of South Africa’s borders clean of terrorists’.

What will happen next, we wonder — and we hear a Ne-
tionalist Durabn City Councillor telling the Clare Estate
Indian Ratepayers’ Association that Indians should not
be surprised if they are called upon for military duty, so
that they con fight ‘side by side with the Afrikaners'
(those Afrikaners who have, ever since they came to
power, systematically robbed Indians of their rights = and
of their homes).

Yet such gropings for friends remain autistic. ‘One type
of schizoid . . . is unpredictable, hypersensitive, touchy
and easily offended . . . tends to withdraw into himself
when frustrated, sulks -rhln unnmrnd and is :uspuc:i-uu.-.
and hostile to everyone - the “parancid” type . . .
(Dr. Singh).

A speaker in the Durban debating club (o lecturer in so-
ciology) said recently: "We hove become so stridently
anti-intellectual and so pathologically hostile to criticism
that we equate even sound, well-informed and construc-
tive criticism with disloyalty and subversion.’

South Africa canneot listen to criticism. She cannot read
foreign books or see foreign films. She cannot be allowed
television (which one Mationalist recently declared would
be ‘the end of the White man’' because ‘the heroes of
British and American films are always Blacks' | 2 1). She
can do none of these things because her schizophrenia
does not permit them.

An Unsvitable Case for Treatment

‘Time is probably the most crucial factor in determining
the outcome of a schizophrenic illness. The longer o po-
tient has lived in his abnormal world, the less are his
chances of getting out of it, because in time the ab-
normal pattern of behaviour and thinking become habi-
tual and, therefore, incorrigible.’ (Dr. Singh)

In this case, the disease is so firmly established that it
seems unlikely that any type of cure can be envisaged,
for the potient will resolutely refuse to face the cause of
the sickness. A nation cannot be tranquillized or hospito-
lized. The split will remain.

After Sharpeville, after the 1960 State of Emergency,
White South Africa was dazed, punch-drunk, bewildered.
And her disease, as the struggle increases momentum,
as the People, spearheaded by the guerilla forces, move
into oction, will intensify. The patient, in the final hour,
will expire in coma or in frenzy. The monolith will be
revealed, as it splits, for what it alwoys was - flowed
from the first.



A HOME
AWAY FROM
HOME

When | was awaiting trial In the Cope Town prison for
one of the numerous offences the South African govern-
ment concocts in the name of “the safety of the state”,
there were a number of long-term prisoners in the cell
next door. They were waiting to appear in court for
breaking the law right inside the jails where they had
been serving.

They hod committed these offences deliberately. The rea-
son? They all wanted to get some respite from the hell-
holes where they had been doing time.

Some of them had attacked warders, others had destroyed
prison property violently. They had made up their minds
to do anything to get away to the relative ease of the
awaiting-trial section of the City prison.

But, dear friends and readers, they must have been crazy.
Crazy, that is, to want to get away from the salubrious
atmosphere of such places as Belleville and Bien Donne
or any of the calabooses that beautify the fair landscape
of our Republic. They must have been bonkers because
according to o report on "Prison Administration in South
Africa”, published by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, of
all things, everything in South Africa’s jails are as rosy as
the blush of a wardress caught with the Kolonel's winter
underwear.

Why, looking at this publication, one becomes more and
more convinced that crime pays and all our clinks are
really homes away from home.

There are lovely lawns around South Africa’s prisons and
the sun lights the suikerbossies and jacaranda with all
the brilliance of a South African Airways handout.
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There are polished floors that would outdo any state ball-
room and lovely shining brasswork, ond sun and flowers
and hillsides all the time. \

But even o prostitute decorotes ond perfumes herself to
disguise the fact that she can give a man the clap; ond
nail varnish only emphasises the charm of dirty finger-
nails.

But there are those who hove gone to see ond wonder -
or marvel, | should say.

For example, a Mr. Manion of a TV progromme, USA,
purred: | am impressed, EDIFIED is o better word.”™ We
admit that the caopitals aore ours. Somebody else, on
viewing the beauties or our prisons: " The dedication of
the administration and the stoff is most impressive.”
Perhaps where they come from the prison stoff dont put
soft cushions on the electric chair or Chanel No. 5 in the
cyanide gas.

Those who come to inspect our prisons are of course told
also of the self-inflicted wounds to escape the comfort of
the quarries for the rigours of a hospitol bed.

The Department of Foreign Affairs, acting as PRO to the
Commissioner of Prisons, provides the prospective sojour-
ner with glossy pictures of prisoners playing chess, wable
tennis and pouring over books in the libraries. All the
tacilities, and more perhaps, of the YMCA are thrown in
to encouroge the client to make up his or her mind. For
the ladies there are concerts where they can do the con-
can if they wish. But the PRO slipped up. he forgot to
include the pictures of elephants crossing the rood ond
the surf bieoking along the whites-only beadh ot Durban.
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This regrettable ommission is compensated for by colour
pictures of the tomb of a Malay shaikh on Robben Island
and panoramic views of the vegetable garden at
Leeuwkop.

To odd to the travel brochure effect. this “monograph”
by the Foreign Affairs wallahs tells us that Robben

Island is proctically as good as Hawaii or Pago-Page,
and has all the idyllic atmosphere of the South Seo
Isloand. "Despite its falling into the category of maximum
security institutions, DUE TO THE FAVOURABLE CLIMATE,
ROBBEN ISLAND MAY BE DESCRIBED AS AN OPEN AIR
PRISON." If you look carefully ot the pictures you might
be able to make out the convicts dozing under the pict-
uresque trees and even hear the throb of guitars.

There are guitars, of course. Pictures of convicts plucking
away merrily at the strings in the homely atmosphere of
their cells, and convict concert troupes serenading - to
drown the screams of sodomy aond the blows of bucdkle
belts and truncheons, naturally.

“All members of the personnel shall at all times so con-
duct themselves and perform their duties as to influence
the prisoners for good by their example ond to command
their respect.”

The personnel certainly conduct and perform.

| have seen blood fly from the nostrils of a prisoner who
did not get into line quick enough for a warder's liking.
No doubt the victim was influenced for good.

“The transport of prisoners in conveyances with inade-
quate ventilation or light, or in any way which would
subject them to unnecessary physical hardship, shall be
prohibited.”

Hmmm. As was the case recently of prisoners crammed
inte a van like paste into a tube, and the death of seve-
ral of them through asphyxiation by carbon monoxide
fumes. No isclated case. | seem to remember being
transported back and forth several times with three other
blokes sitting on my lap, my mouth full of shoulder-
blades, and my ribs nigh caved in from each side.

ltem: “Rules of general application. 6(1) The following
rules shall be applied impartially. There shall be no dis-

crimination on grounds of race, colour, sex, languaoge, °

religion, political or other opinion, national or social
origin, property, birth or other status.”

Apartheid has been abelished|

hem: "Corporal punishment, punishment by placing in a
dark cell, and all cruel, inhuman or degrading punish-
ment shall be completely prohibited as punishments for
disciplinary offences.”

Hallelujah! They have abolished “the Hole”, rice water
is no more, and solitary confinement is all @ dream.
Need we say more about the pleasures of prison life in
South Africa? So ladies and gentlemen, as the sun goes
down on the rolling hills which provide such enchanting
settings for the ottractive resorts of Sonderwater, Witbank
and Cinderella, and the sky fades from royal blue
to gentle purple, we turn away with saddened hearts
from the merry songs of convicts and the coo-ing fare-
wells of jolly warders. We say o sad good-bye to these
scenes of gentle friendship and enervating life, turn once
more to the sorry prospect of the outside, knowing some-
how, that, given another chance, we would return again

outstretched arms to this our home away from home.
PRRRRRRT!

Book Review

WORKERS

'UNDER

APARTHEID

South Africa: Workers Under Apartheid by Alex Hepple.
An International Defence and Aid Pamphlet — price 6 -

South Africa’s propagandists. like their Nazi predeces-
sors, are constantly casting about for some scapegoat to
explain oway the mountain of criticism that continues
to throw o shadow over this unhappy land. Try as they
might, they are unable to conceal that the basis for world
criticism lies in the vast mochinery of unjust laws which
exists for the sole purpose of extracting the blood and
sweat, the joy and haoppiness of millions of oppressed
workers. -

Even a cursory examination of some of the laws brought
onto the statute book by the Nationalist Party since its
coming to power reveals an extraordinary network of
legal persecution involving the uprooting, restricting, de-

_porting, confining, classifying ond jailing of tens of

thousands of people on political grounds alone. The im-
pact of these lows on the working people as o whole is
stoggering in its immensity.

“Workers under Aportheid” is o colm and objective
examination of how the structure of state persecution of
South Africa’s workers has grown to be one of the most
notorious in the world. The author, Mr. Alex Hepple was
a former Labour M. P. in South Africa, and an expert on
its labour problems and legislation. Based on what is
obviously painstaking research covering many official do-
cuments, Mr. Hepple describes with great authority the
labour codes, the pass, work and population laws show-
ing how the various trade unions were affected by these
laws.

In o section dealing with labour relations Mr. Hepple
describes some incidents involving MNon-European Rail-
way Workers in Port Elizabeth when their complaints
about discrimination in wage increases in favour of
white workers led to instant police oction. He also re-
counts the events of the 1961 strike by African bus con-
ductors in Port Elizabeth in support of their claims for
higher wages. Again police reaction was swift. The
workers were arrested, and a mass boycott of the buses
followed. The company responded by agreeing to arbitro-
tion by o judge whose findings were in favour of the
workers so that they won wage increases and other
benefits, and, a loan from the company to pay the fines
imposed on them for illegal strike action.

This was not the end of the matter however. Four years
later, ten of the leaders were arrested for membership
of the outlawed A.N.C. and for participating in the bus
conductors’ strike in 1961, ond sentenced to a year's
imprisonment.

In recording events like these in the context of South
Africa’s harsh repressive apparatus, the Defence and
Aid Fund has performed an invaluable service to the
liberation movement, o service all the more appreciated
for the foct that it was carried out by that veteran of
South African labour history, Alex Hepple. P. J.



here does the British worker stand on the issue
of liberation in South Africa? That struggle,
taking place five thousand miles away, is remote
from his daily life. Yet he is involved in it, be-
cause of British imperialism’s predominant role in the
maintenance of white supremacy throughout Southern
Africa. Just as the Americon worker is involved in the
heroic struggle of the people of Vietnam. The British
working class, with its long experience of class struggle,
could be o powerful ally of ours, and on example to
organised labour in other Western countries. Or it might
be bought off by the hand-outs of big business, the left-
overs of the super-profits made by vested British interests
from the sweat and toil of our people working for low
wages in the mines and factories owned by British busi-
nessmen. What role will the British worker play? This

article provides an answer.

A Call to Dissociate

The British TUC (Trade Union Congress) meets in annual
conference every autumn. To it come the elected repres-
entatives of some 9 million workers in every sector of
industry, agriculture and mining. Although less than half
of all British employees are organised, their combined
power is considerable. The TUC is the main contributor
to the funds of the Labour Party, and the trade unions
alone stand between the individual worker and the over-
whelming powur of big business - the power to hire or
fire, to roise or lower prices and woges, to determine
standards of living and national policies on political and
economic questions.

So the TUC is important, and all South Africans can take
pride in the resclution on South Africa which this year's
TUC paossed without opposition. Proposed by the
Draughtsmen’s Union DATA and ‘seconded by the Musi-
cians’ Union, it reads:

“"Congress delcares its total opposition to the system of
apartheid proctised in South Africa. In supporting the
U.N.O. boycott resolution No. 2396 para 11 (December
1968) it urges all affilioted unions to discourage their
members from taking jobs in South Africa.

Congress deplores the denial of trade union rights to
Africans and demands that all workers in South Africa,
irrespective of raoce, colour or creed, shall have equal
trade union rights.”

The significance of this resolution must be seen in con-
text. It was four years ago that the TUC last discussed
South Africa, so the renewal of interest was an important
step forward. In those four years the armed struggle has

Harry Francis

G. Doughty of DATA of the Musicians Union

Y

The recentBritish T. U. C. Conference
passed unanimously a useful though
limited resolution on apartheid. Our
contributor reveals however that a
stronger resolution which would
have committed the T.U.C. to defi-
nite action was suppressed. He
urges that lip service is not enough.

WHOSE
olE ARE
10U ON,
BROTHER?

been launched, and the mover of the motion brought out
its significance in o strong speech which arrested the
attention of the one thousand delegates:

“The clouds now gathering over South Africa are those
that herald the great and inevitable military confronta-
tion which will finally sweep the Morster regime from the
political scene. When that day comes, those who go to
South Africa now will find themselves on the wrong side
with @ gun in their hands and probably paying with their
lives in attempting to defend the indefensible . . .
History stands on the side of the oppressed African
masses. They will be victorious. By supporting them now,
we can help in some small way to speed the day when
o new order exists.”

The resolution rightly focussed on immigration into South
Africa. Over half the skilled workers (whites only, of
course), who immigrate every year, exploiting the advan-
tages of apartheid ond becoming partners in the oppres-
sion of the black majority, come from Britain. They are
already helping to build Vorster's armaments industry, the
new aircraft industry, and other projects designed directly
or indirectly to strengthen the apartheid state. So it is a
timely, if not overdue, step for the British TUC to con-
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demn emigration to South Africa, and it remains for the
TUC and its affilioted Unions to toke appropriate meo-
sures to ensure that their members do not enter the arena
of our struggle in support of our enemy.

Pre-Conference Manoeuvres

How important was the resolution to the conference it-
self? They applauded it but did not discuss it. It took
twenty minutes in a four-ond-a-half day conference. It
was part of a short international session which it shared
one afternoon with aclmost equally brief debates on
Vietnam, Spain and Czedhoslovakia. Clearly South Africa
is not a priority of the TUC. But the true significonce of
the occasion did not come out into the open; it was
hidden in the pre-conference manoeuvres whereby the
General Council, the 39-man “"Cabinet” of the TUC, seeks
to wield its influence over the course of debates and use
the considerable knowledge, experience and authority of
its large bureaucracy to temper the rodicalism of the
grass-roots of the trode union movement

In reality there were two resolutions on South Africo on
the agenda, and the stronger. more comprehensive one
was the one that was not possed. This resolution would
have demanded that trode unions stop investing their
funds in South Africa, that they should support the ban
on the sole of arms to South Africa and look after those
(few) workers wh ise livelihood might thereby be jeopar-
dised, and that the TUC should recognise SACTU as the
representative, non-racial and genuinely anti-apartheid
trade union "bedy. In thus highlighting other areas of
colloboration between orgonised lobour in Britain and
the status quo in South Africa ond seeking to end such
collaboration, this resolution went much further than the
one adopted. It went to the heart of the matter, which is
that British workers are already supporting apartheid in
ways that they do not realise, or do not know about, or
which they are misled into believing cannot be dchanged.
This support takes many forms. Buying South African
goods is the commonest. Making arms for Vorster, like
spares for the Buccaneer bombers that strafe our freedom
fighters in Zimbabwe. Allowing their trode wunions to
invest in companies like 1.C.l. and Courtoulds and other
industrialists who pay our people storvation wages.

T.U.C. Collaboration

Yet, this is only half the story. We apploud those thou-
sands of British workers who hove responded to the
boycott appeal, and who have fought for it in their Co-
operatives and Town Councils. We thank those
demands have at least ensured that the Labour
adheres to the principle of the arms embargo - what-
ever gaps in it the Labour Government condones. And
we recognise that not all trode unions, possibly even the
majority, do invest their members’ funds in firms operat-
ing in South Africa, and many members of those that do
so would cry out against it if they knew.

Thus we find in the ranks of the British labour movement
both those who support our cause, and those who support
our oppressors. And it was from amongst the latter thot
the opposition came to the motion recgonising SACTU.
The General Council of the TUC, meeting before the
Conference to decide its attitude to all resolutions, appao-
rently expressed itself against the recognition of SACTU.
No reasons were made public, but they are not hard
to find. The truth is that some leading members of the
General Council, and the International Department of
the TUC give de focto recognition to TUCSA. For exomple,
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Sir Fred Hayday, one of the General Council's interna-
tional experts, visits South Africa frequently (in breach of
the boycott) and visits TUCSA officials. Mr. John Newton,
this year's President of the TUC, personally proposed the
affiliation to the International Textile and Garment Wor-
kers' Federation (closely connected with the L.C.F.T.U)
of one of the TUCSA-affiliated trade unions. TUCSA
officials are received at Congress House, and TUCSA
policies reported in TUC publications.

The TUC has frequently condemned apartheid. The
value of such condemnations must be seen against the
reality of the TUC's open collaboration with TUCSA,
TUCSA has never represented the vast mass of African,
Coloured and Indian workers, has never condemned
apartheid as such, never organised apy significant num-
bers of African workers or defended their interests, never
spoken out against the ruthless exploitation of our people,
against the laows which deny our humanity or the bruta-
lity with which they are enforced.

SACTU Must be Recognised

S0 the question of the recognition of SACTU raises in
the sharpest form the vital question for British workers:
Whose side are you on? And the right-wing leaders of
Britain’s TUC gove a clear answer this year — they are
not on our side. They were happy to make yet another
token condemnation of apartheid. But they would not
break relations with its white working class proctitioners
i South Africa itself. Thus it was that the strong resolu-
tion was withdrawn from the floor of Congress and the
weaker resolution adopted unanimously.

A week before the British TUC met in Portsmouth, TUCSA
itself met for its own conference in Durban. Unabashed
by the naked racism of its February decision to exclude
all African workers from its ranks, TUCSA went one step
further in pledging support for the ‘outward’ policy of
Prime Minister Vorster. Not content with the fruits of
apartheid within the boundaries of the Republic, TUCSA
has climbed on to the band-wagon of Vorster's imperio-
list drive to subvert independent Africa,. to undermine
those countries like Zambioc and Tanzania which stand
resolutely opposed to white supremacy in the south, and
to rob the liberation movements of their temporary refuge
north of the Zambesi. And while TUCSA proclaims such
fascist policies of its own, the respected leaders of the
people, SACTU organisers like Steven Dhlamini and
Billy Mair, together with hundreds of African workers,
languish in the prisons of the apartheid regime, their
plight a standing reproach to those in Britain and else-
where who pay lip-service to their cause and shake hands
with their gaolers.

The Workers would Declare for Us

Will British, French, Italion workers stop emigrating to
South Africa? Will trade union leaders in these countries
recognise the justice of our case? We believe that, if
the truth were put before the millions of workers in these
countries, they would declare for us. Their fight against
fascism has not foded from their memories. But who will
carry the truth to so many people? J. B. Marks, beloved
and respected member of the N.E.C. of the ANC, and for-
mer President of the African Mine Workers Unions.
attended the TUC conference in Portsmouth. He aptly
observed: “The harvest is plenty, but the labourers few.”
Here lies a challenge to all who would help to end the
injustice and suffering in Southern Africa today. Let us
hope thot our friends in the British trade union move-
ment will rise to that challenge.



OFF THE CUFF -

A SECHABA INTERVIEW

THE
WORKER
AND

THE
LIBERATION
STRUGGLE

For the worker the Economic
‘and Political Struggle

are One says veteran
ANC leader J.B. Marks

Comrade Marks it is many years since you last visited
London, where are you based and what are your duties?

Yes, | have not been in London for a long time. | am

attached to AN.C. Headquarters in Morogoro, Tanzania,
and work on the secretariat. | have been on a European

trip and took the opportunity to stop off in London.

You are a veteran leader of our Liberation Movement
with a special interest in urban workers. What can you
tell us about the character of the South African working
class, and its specific contribution to the liberation move-
ment?

Yes, comraode, | am one of the foundation members of

the contemporary Africon Trade Union movement in South
Africa which is concerned with the organisation of indu-
trial workers. It has been o very difficult task since unions
are not recognised and strikes are illegal. Nevertheless,
despite non-recognition and violent repression by bosses
and Government, there have been successes in getting
o series of industries organised into trade unions.

How is it that industrial strikes have almost always turned
into political octions?

Because of the setup in South Africa strikes organised by
Africans grow from economic struggle into a political
struggle immediotely the workers withdraw their labour
from any particulor industry because they are illegal.
Also in terms of the pass lows they are immediately open
to arrest b?musu they haove broken their contracts by
withdrawing their labour.

How has industrial strike oction been used in combina-
tion with political demands?

To reply to your question it is necessary for me to point
out the two-fold oppression that is being suffered by the
non-white worker in South Africa. First there is economic
oppression, and then there is national oppression. The
two are so interwoven that the worker has to play o dual
role; he has to fight for his economic rights and simul-
taneously for his national rights. Hence you find that the
industrial worker is bound to ploy o very important role
in the national liberation movement. Also as o result of
the participation of industrial workers in the national
liberation movement over a period of years, it became
more revolutionary and militant. The working class is now
a very important sector in the liberation movement.

Can you explain how this happened?

Well, l:id':ing the lost wor the government in South Africa
was compelled to relax certoin restrictive measures,
thereby opening the gates for a lorge number of workers
to come into the urban areas for the purpose of city work.
A very large number were absorbed in industry, since
there was a great shortoge of white labour caused by
the waor. As o result there was rapid growth of African
trade unions and it would be correct to say that the war
precipitated the growing of the African trode union
movement.
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How did this affect the AN.C.7

The leaders of the Trode Unions then realized that it was
not possible for them to achieve their objective, economic
or otherwise, by mere economic struggles and they were
therefore forced to throw in their lot with the MNational
liberation movement. This resulted in o large number of
industrial workers joining the National liberation move-
ment which of course led to the revolutionisation of the
National Liberation movement.

MNow Comrade Marks, these days it is frequently said that
the role of the peasantry in revolutionary wars is par-
ticularly significant. Do you feel that in the South Afri-
con revolution the workers will play a vital port?

Yes, | agree that the peasantry is a very significant force
in South Africa and is destined to play a very important
role as a driving force in the revolution but it will do so
primarily under the leadership of the working class. In
our South African conditions we have to take into consi-
deration the rate at which the peasantry is disintegroting
by o process that is forcing them into industry increasing
the numbers of industrial workers. On the other hand the
working class is very closely linked with the peasantry by
vitue of the fact that they frequently go back to their
homes in the reserves to join their families who are pro-
hibited from living in the towns.

So you see two parallel forms of struggle developing? -
the Rural Struggle and the Urban Struggle with some
connection between them?

| do, but the point | would like to emphasize is this, even
if the struggle goes parallel it will be under the leader-
ship of the industrialised workers, and the urban struggles
will be very significont in the revolution in South Africa.

Would you core to exploin why?

Becouse thot is just where the South African bourgeoisie
have entrenched themselves.

Comrade Marks what is the mood in South Africa at pre-
sent?

Yes, comrade, the mass of the people in South Africa are
in a very angry mood. | would like to describe the situa-
tion in South Africa as a volcano which must sooner or
later erupt. Despite the very vicious oppression taking
place this explosion has to come sooner or later as the
people fully realize that the only way out of their present
misery is by fighting back.

What is the basis for your assertion?

Even if you look ot the enemy's press itself you will notice
that there have been widespread arrests of people who
have organised themselves for struggle of various kinds.
It is known that guerrillos have penetrated South Africa
and were hidden away by people inside the country.
Some of them have survived but others have been arrested
and are now awaiting trial in the courts of South Africa.
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In any cose we know and the police know we have had
for a long time a strong network of units all over the
country.

You refer to sabotage units?

Political, sabotage, and military. Some of them were
organised for industrial sabotage. Some have been eli-
minated but others are still around.

Comrade Marks, where does the liberation movement get
most of its international support?

Before | answer your question let me stote most cate-
gorically that the AN.C. is an independent organisa-
tion. It is not bound to any particular country in the
world and it appeals for and receives support from many
countries. But our major support is from anti-lmperialist
countries who have everything in common with our move-
ment which is striving for the overthrow of Imp@rialism.
The socialist countries are of course very prominent here.

What progress have you made in developing closer unity
of purpose and action with the other liberation move-
ments of Southern Africa®?

There is a concrete and positive alliance between the

"AN.C. and Z.A.P.U. ot present, and there are constant

consultations between the ANN.C., ZA.P.U., FRELIMO and
M.P.LA. The aim of the consultations is to set up greater
unity between these organisations with the view to meet-
ting the dangerous situation that is growing in the South.

Comrade Marks you were recently in the chair at one of
the sessions of the conference of Communist parties in
Moscow. In what capacity were you acting?

| appeared in the capacity of Chairman of the South
African Communist Party.

The Conference gaove much emphasis to anti-lmperialist
unity, how will the decisions of that conference offect the
South African Liberation struggle?

The conference was one of the most important events
that has taken place in the fight against imperialism, and
is bound to have great effect upon all anti-imperialist
movements wheresoever they may be. Conference took o
series of decisions and amongst them wos one that an
anti-lmperialist conference be held where all anti-impe-
rialist parties — not oenly communist parties, will be invited
to attend. In my opinion such a conference will give o
great impetus to the struggle against imperialism and
will lead to increased material assistance to our move-
ment.

Would you like to reflect on any significant political event
in South Africa’s history during your time?

There have been many events, but to me one of great
significance was the defiance campaign because it de-
monstrated that non-whites, particularly the African
people, had decided to cast away their fears of prison
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courted imprisonment openly in order to demon-
.-stn:rtl their hatred for apartheid laws.

l.nd}hil was a new development?

No, but it was particularly important because it was o
highly organised campaign and this was the first time,
that @ nationwide mass disobedience action had taken
place involving all sections of the population laying the
basis for @ united democratic front.

‘What do you expect of our members and supporters in the
present situation?

Well comrade. | would like to make an appeal to mem-
bers and followers of the AN.C. This is a very grave mo-
ment in our history when South Africa has been trans-
tormed into a prison for all those who have a progressive
outlook and are fundamentally oppdsed to the policy of
apartheid. | appeal to all South Africans to unite and de
everything in their power to ossist in the struggle for
liberating South Africa, in particular the armed struggle.
| also appeal to oll democrats and freedom loving people
the world over, to commit themselves 1o the struggle
against the present regime in South Africa and do oll in
their power to express in a practical way solidarity with
the AIN.C. which is today leading the armed struggle
agoinst South African fascism.

J. B. Marks' Biography

Comrade Marks would you give us some details of your
life?

Comrade, I'll be very brief. At present | am 66 years of
age. | was born in 1903 in o small town in Western
Transvaal known as Ventersdorp. | come from working
class parentage, my fother was o railway worker all his
life, my mother a midwife, and she's still alive today hav-
ing reached the age of 105. | attended schoeol in o
country school and then went to a training college where
| received a diploma in teaching. The older people in the
community | was brought up in all expressed o desire
that one day | should become a minister of religion.
When | eventually joined the struggle for national libero-
tion | remember meeting one of the oldest residents in
our town who said: "My son, my dreams and wishes have
come true only that you have not gone to the pulpit, but
You are today on the platform to demand what we have
been craving for all the time.” That was in the early days
when | appeared on the platform of the I.C.U. and of the
Communist Party and the League for African Rights.
| joined the AN.C. in 1928. | was much influenced by my
father who was o staunch supporter of the ‘A.N.C. and
| myself haod revolted against conditionsy particularly
those ot the institution where | was trained, where the
missionaries did not treat the students well. In 1919 | par-
ticipated in a strike of students because conditions were

not good. We were not allowed time to go visiting, we
were punished very frequently, and the food supply wos
very poor. This strike led to my expulsion from school. In
1942 | was elected to the presidency of the Transvoal
Council of non-European trade unions, and in the same
year | became the president of the African Mine Workers
Union, which grew to o membership of over 50,000.

This Union organised the famous strike of 1946 for it
commanded the respect of all the Africon mining wor-
kers employed in the mining industry numbering approxi-
mately 400,000. The mine strike wos o great success, it
really exposed the conditions of the mine workers. | was
also an executive member of the A.N.C. ot this time, both
nationally and at provincial level.

After | wos banned | continued to be octive, ond helped
to form the South Africon Congress of Trade Unions
which | had to do illegally. | hove also had a great deal
of contact with the rural areas in South Africa. | knew
every nook in the Transvoal, because | travelled with the
Mative Representative Council which enabled me to
establish contact with all the chiefs in the Transvoal, os
well os some of the leading figures in the Orange Free
State. | left South Africa in 1963 when the National
Executive osked me to leave. | come to Tanzania through
Bechuanaland and have remained there since.
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Statement by Alfred Nzo,
Secretary-General: AFRICAN NATIONAL COMNGRESS
(SOUTH AFRICA)

One of the most dangerous conspiracies in Africa
st the Nationol Liberation Movement and the
pendent African States is the diplomatic, economic,
military co-operation between Fronce ond the rocist
South Africa.

Only recently M. Debre the Minister of Defence in to
question in the National Assembly in Paris stoted thot as
as France was concemed she would continue to supply
Africa with orms ond thaot this question is o matter of
which has been decided upon cfter a careful investigation
Governmant commission. M. Debre also stoted that France
South Africa haod entered into o controct for the deli
France to South Africa of arms worth £200,000,000 for
ten years. Fronce hod olreody delivered £ 100,000,000 worth
arms under previous ogreements.

M. Debre was in foct confirming o dongerous ond sinister re-
lotionship between France and South Afrca which has been
developing over ten years. It is o policy which is intended to pro-
tect imperialist and South African colonialist and neo-colonialist
policies in Southern Africo ond Africa.
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From the Ravages
of Life we Create

by Raymond Kunene

From the ravages of life we create
And the suns are torn from the cord of the skies

And fall to the ground bumiliated by the cluster

of leaves.

The eternal feet travel on, on their journey,

The bars of iron pierce through, feeding on their blood.
The wedding party walks proudly

And catches a glimpse of the moon disintegrating.
Beyond this aberration in the land of the bostile winds
The tall woman is seiged by madness.

Sbe covers ber face with a black cloth

Imitating the dance of the ecsiatic children.

Then the ruined man of time fondles ber

Until sbe gives birth, and gives birth to the infanis

of stome.

We are their kin whose ribs are wide with their power
We are one with those who wander everywbere.

A man enters and marks down our generation

And tells us bow suddenly summer bas come

And makes us sing though our bearts are bleeding
Knowing bow because of us,

We who are the locusts with broken wings,

Owr shadowrs shelter the earth from the sun.

FRANCO - S.A. MILITARY PROIJECT

Iin March this year the South African Minister of Defence Mr.
Botha occomponied by the Commander-in-Chief and Chiefs of
Stoff poid o fortnights official visit to Fronce. The purpose of
this wisit, occording to reports, wos to examine a joint French
South

Alricon mililory project whose code nome #s "coctus®. In
oddition the Africon delegotion also observed the ope-
ration of the Daphne type of submarine which South Africa hod

ordered from Fronce for the purpose of consolidating what the
regime in South Africo coll the noval power of South

This wisit by representotives from South Africa was not the first
of its kind. Dr. Diedericks, the Finonce Minister of South Africa
visited France in 1985 ond come bock and assured the White
that =conomic co-operation between the two coun-
develop. Eodier Mr. Schmittelien who was then the
A of a French Chamber had visited South Africa and
the South African Government that France would never
any oct or international decision which was intended to
censure South Africo for her racialist policies.

The Paris-Pretorio axis is an important and integral port of the
conspirocy of the Western powers, the United Stotes, Britain, Por-
tugol ond West Germany, to suppress the Mational Liberation
Movement aond subwvert African political and economic indepen-
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The time has come for all those who hove the interest of the
Africon Revolution ot heart to indict ond condemn France for
her criminal complicity with the white rocist regime of South
Africo. The French progressive forces we have no doubt will join
in our struggle ogoinst French imperialist intrigues in Sou-
them Africo ond Africo.
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THE LEFEFE SCANDAL

Mrs. Lefefe is the widow of o0 man who
lost his life by suffocation in o police
van at the beginning of April. He was
one of three prisoners who died
through gross and callous negligence
when B89 prisoners were pocked for six
hours into a hot police van. The three
men died a slow cruel death.

Mrs. Lefefe has now been told by the
authorities that she could no longer
live in her rented house in Diepkloof
Township, near Soweto, Johannesburg.
because she is a widow and must
therefore return to Lesotho.

Commenting on the Lefefe case, the
Johannesburg STAR says that Mrs Le-
fefe’'s husband died as a result of the
State’s negligence, yet his widow
received no money from the Stote’s
agent, the Resettlement Board. "If the
Government wishes to proceed on the
principle that ony pretext is good
‘enough for ejecting people from their
houses, so very often, out of the
township, then it places itself under the
obligation to ensure that there is
something for them to live in where
they go to.”
The Rand Daily Mail saw "o callousness
that is inherent in the Government's
racial outlook. The whole system of
‘endorsement out’, of the uprooting of
people and destruction of family life
shows a dreadful insensivity to feeling
and anguish. It is basically inhuman.”
nment reaction to these and
other comments on the case was shamp.
The only pity it showed was for itself.
The Minister of Police, S.L. Muller,
attacked the Opposition press for
Publicising its view in the manner they
did becguse this coused adverse
publicity for the Government and
South Africa.

FROM INSIDE

SOUTH AFRICA

current news and comment

What do opologists of Apartheid say
about this inhumon treatment |

ANOTHER
PRISONER

DIES -
And Swanepoel Reappears

The night before the start.of his triol
Joacob Monnakgotla died in prison. He
wos o hove oppeared with 9 others
under the Terrorism Act. Police sources
cloimed thaot he died from ‘“natural
couses in a triol remarkable for un-
usuol events. ]

The cose arose from an assoult with
intent to murder on the Chieftoiness
of the Bakubung Tribe, Kotherina Tsitso
Monnokgotla, aofter tribal opposition
to its removal from the Boons district
to the Ledie aoreo in the Rustenburg
district. The Terrorism Act dhorge
alleged that the accused conspired
between August 1966 ond December
lost year to ‘upset the rule of low and
order by terrorist activity .

Police evidence in court was thot
trouble arose in the tribe over the
proposed removal. Lukas Monnakgotla,
o brother of the lote coptoin of the
tribe, ond who succeeded him only to
be deposed by the appointment of the
widow, led the opposition to the
removal. The struggle ogoinst the
Chieftoiness wos fierce aond four
ottempts to kill her were mode.

It wos stoted thot opposition to her
was for three reasons. She was not of
royal blood, it was not the tradition of
the tribe to recognise o female coptain,
ond she was not even o member of
the tribe.

In the circumstonces it is hardly
surprising that the tribe should refuse
to follow her lead, and there is every
indication thot she was acting in the
interests of the Government and not
the tribe.

That systematic Government pressure
is the technique constantly used on the
tribal leaders was further brought out
during the trial when Major Swane-
poel. the notorious head of the Special
Branch team of interrogators in Pre-
toria made an abrupt about-foce to
enter the witness box to give evidence
for three of the accused, among them
Lukas Monnaokgotla. Swanepoel, in
tones of sweet reasonableness, plea-
ded for the discharge of these three
men on account of their age and their
being ‘accustomed to freedom of
movement . Yet they had already spent
nine months in detention in conditions
leading to the death of one of the
accused! The finger points once again
at Swanepoel the Torturer.

THE SICKNESS OF VIOLENCE

In the recent Parliomentary Session
just ended the following figures emer-
ged starkly illustrating the sick society
that is South Africo. '

The figures add up to a terrible total.
A third of the families in Johannesburg
(all African) live below the poverty
datum line ; 54,899 miners got tubercu-
losis and pneumoconiosis in 11 years ;
the Government allocates only E7 per
African child per year for education as
against £75 for each white dhild.

In 12 months police handled 5,825
murder cases and a total of 9,347 died
as o result of criminal violence . . .
Police investigated 201,569 coses of
serious assault.

Supreme Court Judge, Jan H. Steyn,
quoting some of these figures said in
a rodio broadcast that South Africa’s
penal system is ‘radically ot fault'
Judge Steyn's remarks come at a time
when public interest is centred on
South Africa’s prison conditions.

HE TOLD REPORTERS IN AN INTER-
VIEW THAT SOUTH AFRICA'S PRISON
POPULATION WAS MORE THAN
TWICE THAT OF BRITAN. SOUTH
AFRICA'S DAILY PRISON POPULA-
TION WAS ABOUT 75,000 WHILST IN
BRITAIN THE PRISON POPULATION
AVERAGED 30,000 A DAY. BRITAIN'S
TOTAL POPULATION IS NEARLY
THREE TIMES THAT OF SOUTH
AFRICA!
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In the broadcaost, Judge Steyn said
that the number of people received
into prisons had increased from
284,000 in 1951 to 568,000 in 1967. He
aodded that between 1950 and 1966
there was a 377 per cent increase in
murders, and an increase from 2,544 to
more than 9,000 in violent crimes.

“l know that our society is unique and
dramatically complex. | om aware thot
there are no simple solutions to the
involved problems of crime, but it does
not require much imagination to know
that there is something radically wrong
with a system that produces these
startling results”, he stated.

Calling for @ commission of enquiry
he said : “| very sincerely believe the
time has come when we can no longer
blindly proceed along the rood of
retribution.”

PORTUGUESE
NOW
COLOURED!

According to reports in the papers in
South Africa and questions being
asked in Parlioment there is o strong
move afoot to curtail the entry of Por-
tuguese nationals. A total of 27,000
Portuguese entered South Africa bet-
ween January 1961 and June 1968, a
figure only exceeded by the British and
the Germans.

The smear campaoign has been aimed
mainly at the nationals who come from
ﬁ?dllm and the editor of Dagbreek,
a government inspired paper asked
‘why immigration authorities allowed
so many Madeira gardeners in, they
are neither white nor are they pure

Portuguese’. He went on to add that
Northern Portuguese nationals (from
Portugal itself) were ‘white ond
acceptable.’

In answer to o question on the ;uhhcl
in Parliament, the Deputy Minister for
Immigration made it quite clear that
the matter was in hand ond that there
was going to be much stricter control
on immigrants. Dr. Kornoff in reply
stated that *. . . immigrants must be
able to integrate with our people or
else they are not welcome . . . the
immigrant must reinforce our white
nation. He must fit in with the national
character’. He went on to explain that
future government policy would be to
bring immigrants from those countries

from where the Afrikoons and English
sections originated.

IMMORALITY?

The Immorality Act is a disturbing law.
It turns those involved into criminals
for “immorality” across the colour line.
Harsh illogical and racial, this, low
has already brought nothing but misery
to many innocent families.

As for its objective in stopping
immorality, no one has succeeded in
doing that since Jan van Riebeeck set
his foot in South Africa. Like sex,
“immorality” is here to stay.

And now Rodio South Africa’s “Current

Affairs” wants the name changed to
Anti-Miscegenation Act. Will that make

it smell sweeter ¢

TAILPIECE

Contact ocross the colour line was

the races, the Minister of Mines, Plan-
ning and Health, Dr. Carel de Wet,
said recently when commenting on the
move by a section of the Stellenbosch
University students to establish contoct
with Coloured students from the Co-
loured University of Western Cape.
MNeedless to add the move by the white
students was killed ot birth by a
widespread outcry of Nationalist poli-
ticans and press.

QUOTE

“There are now something like 45 sepo-
rote African Liberatory movements.
Most dominant (ond least publicised)
among these is South Africa’s well-
organised numerically strong, power-
fully-bocked African National Congress,
banned in this country in 1960 but still
operating, clandestinely but vigorously,
inside the Republic and openly on the
international field.”

From “Personality”, a South African
monthly — Aug. 14, 1969,

scist infiltration inte
trade union movement
from the inside by o
intimately involved = Louis
o former teocher who gave up his
juhtnblcmh'utlmdﬂmnnmrnl
the Afrikonerbond van Mynwerkers in the
‘thirties. In his book “Dr. A. Hertzog, Die

which were used to copture the Mine-
workers' Union for the Boer Nationalist
Party.

The book is published by Die MNasionale
Rood von Trustees, the body which co-
ordinated the Notionalists’ octivities in the
trade union movement. Who constituted
the Masionle Rood van Trustees? Whaot did
it represent, and how did it come into
being? On these points Mr. Naoude is o
trifle obscure. He says “ Dr. Hertzog and
Dr. Piet Meyer decided to tockle the
struggle.” '
Later he odds: "On 4 October 1936 Dr.
Hertzog, Dr. Meyer, Mr. Frikkie de Wet
and Prof. Nic Diederichs met in Johannes-
burg to establish on orgonisation which
would create right-minded (reggesinde)
trode unions and which thereofter would
oct as links with the Afrikaner notion. At
this meeting the Masionale Raad van
Trustees was born".

Broederbond Leadership

It might help if one exploined at this stage
that Dr. Hertzog wos o leading member of
the Broederbond (o sinister secret society
of Afrikaners); that Dr. Meyer was then
on official of the F.AK. (Federasie van
Afrikoanse Kultwurverenigings), ond is now
chairman both of the South Africon Brood-
casting Corporation and the Broederbond;
that Mr. de Wet was Johannesburg mano-
ger of the Aldkoans bank Volkskos, formed
in 1935 on the initiotive of the Broeder-
bond;: and that Dr. Diederichs, now Mini-
ster of Finance, has also been o prominent
Broederbonder throughout his politicol
career.

Thus it con be soid with o foir omount of
certainty thot the Rood van Trustees was
not a product of chance but the deliberate
creation of the Broederbond. "The Natio-
nalisy Porty won the 1948 election with



POLITICAL THUGGERY

IN THE TRADE UNIONS

This review discusses the intrigues of Albert Hertzog and the Broederbond to infiltrate and impose
the will of reactionary and narrow Afrikaner Nationalism on the White Mineworkers Union as
revealed by Louis Naude in “Dr. A. HERTZOG, DIE NASIONALE PARTY EN DIE MYNWERKERS"
(The Nationalist Party and the Mineworkers)

the power of the Afrikoner Mineworker”,
soys Mr. Naoude. It took o 12-yeor struggle
with no holds borred for the Nationalist
Party to copture the Mineworkers' Union.
With the Union ond its 12,000 members
went control of the Witwotersrond, ond
with control of the Witwotersrand went
control of South Africa. This wos the prize
at which the Broederbond wos aiming.

Hertzog, a Back-room Boy

“In this struggle to win the workers of our
country for their people (volk), no socrifice
is too greot, no price too high”, said Dr.
Hertzog in his oddress to the 1939 Ekono-
miese Volkskongres in Bloemfontein. Dr.
Hertzog himself, occording to Mr. Naude,
sacrificed his flourishing legal proctice to
work for the Nasionole Rood van Trustees
for 840 0 month. Since those days Dr.
Hertzog hos been o Caobinet Minister and
is today a wealthy man, so from a purely
financial point of view one can only say
thot he made a good investment. Doubtless
he worked with devotion for o Nationalist
victory on the trade union front. In Mr.
Noude's account, however, he remains al-
ways the badkroom boy. He opprooched
top people for money, ond persuoded one
wealthy Stellenbosch former, Pieter Neeth-
ling, to will his entire estate to the cause.
He oddressed meetings. He settled dispu-
tes, gove advice, defended occused mine-
workers.

But Dr. Hertzog wos never the front man
who took the rap. When in 1939 Charlie
Harris, the Secretory of the Mineworkers'
Union, woas ossossinated, it was not Dr.
Hertzog who was charged but o 22 yeaor old
mineworker Moller Hugo who, says Mr.
Noude, “took the plight of his fellow-
Afrikaners so much to heart that it tempo-
rorily unbalanced him. Slowly bitter hatred
of trade union officials like Harris ond
others disturbed his mind. This was the
injury inflicted on this young Afrikaner boy
in the struggle ogoinst olen forces, o
struggle which hod been woged now for
six years and in which the young Hertzog
occupied the focus point ot the centre.”
But it was the young man Hugo who was
sentenced to life imprisonment, not Dr.

Hertzog.

Groups of Thugs

The Mationalist bid to copture the mine-
workers first took the form of creating a
separaote  union, the Afrikonerbond van
Mynwerkers, but this wos defeated by
means of the closed shop. The Hertzogites
then constituted themselves into o Reform
Orgonisotion inside the Mineworkers' Union
(Hervormers), and set out on the uphill
task of winning to their side the majority
of mineworkers, the Alrikoners, on grounds
of national sentiment.

Thot the Reformess succeeded in the end
wos due to o number of foctors, not all
of them creditoble to Dr. Hertzog and his
followers. Not only did they descend to
crude onti-semitism ond douvinism in
their ottocks on trode union leoders like
Harris and Solly Sochs. They also resorted
to outright thuggerey, obout which Mr.
Naude is more thon o little complacent.
A certain D.B.H. Grobbeloar, formerly
employed by the Deportment of Labour in
Bloemfontein, now o commandant in the
South Africon army, wos token into service
by the Road ond given the tosk of orgonis-
ing the Bondswog, described by Noude os
"the ‘military wing’ of the whole struggle
ogainst the communists in the Urade
unions”.

Maude soys: “Together with o couple of
motes he troined o few hundred intrepid
young men in strict military fashion in the
technique of street-fighting. They worked
out their own fighting orgonisotion in which
the basic fighting unit wos o section of
three men plus on N.CO. The system
worked excellently. The sections could move
quickly ond go into oction and eadh mem-
ber hod his speciol tosk, both in ottock
and delence. They maintained o strong
discipline ond in their instruction gove
much attention to fitness ond the hondling
of various 'weapons’ — noturally within the
limits the low™.

Lead Pipes, Bottles
and Bicycle Chains

Describing one occosion on which the
Bondswog went into n:l":mn ogaoinst mem-

bers of the Garment Workers Union on the
Johannesburg City Holl steps, Noude
writes:

“It was strahge where oll the kieries, lead
pipes, bottles, bicycle chains other light
weaponry suddenly came from. For aboul
15 minutes obsolute pandemonium reigned.
Eoch one of the Bondswog teoms knew
precisely whot to do ond where. The
enemy's ronks were broken ond eoch group
wos deolt with separately. The speckers
were chosed off the topmost steps ond
most of them took to their heels™.

Is this whot Naude means by “naturally
within the limits of the low”? These were
the some toctics which hod been used by
Hitler to gain power in Germany, ond
Noude odmits: “These men of Grobble-
loar's were loter given the nome of Black-
shirts by the newpapers”. MNaude also
states elsewhere that Dr. Hertzog obtoined
help in his compoign ogainst the trade
umions from Johonnes von Moltke, the
former Greyshirt leader ond later MNatio-
nalist M. P. for Karos in South West Africa.
Such were the methods by which the Na-
tionolists used to toke over the Mine-
workers” Union. In 1941 o Government
Commission stoled that it hod "no hesi-
totion in placing on record its finding thot
the Reformers ond the powers behind
them, of which they ore the puppets, con-
stitute o subversive movement which is
detrimental to the interests of the mine-
workers, the mining industry and the Union
of South Africo os a whole™.

Thot the MNotionalists succeeded ot oll in
penetrating the ronks of the mineworkers
is due to the neglect ond bureoucratic
methods of the union leodership, which
preferred to rely on despotic use of its
powers under the closed shop rother thon
democratic oction to maintain itself in
power and to the exclusion of African wor-
kers from membership. The toppling of the
old leodership (which finally caome about
only o few months ofter the Nationalist Go-
vernment come to power) wos followed,
not by reform, but by the so colled Re-
formers, who, os Mr. Noude demonstrates,
were interested in moking the union o
pillar of White Supremacy rather than o
weapon in the hands of the working closs.
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THE REVOLI
O THE

BLAGK
ATHLETE

The problem of racialism in sport grows

in importance. It is no longer the problem

of South Africa alone; it has become a global
problem and it is no longer a problem to be
fought out only in an African context.

Our reviewer comes to these conclusions
from a reading of a new and important book:
The Revolt of the Black Athlete

by Harry Edwards.

The fight against sports racialism is now being fought on
the cricket fields of Britain, the tennis courts of Scan-
dinavio and the athletic tracks of the United Stotes and
a hundred other ploces. It is the special contribution of
the fight ogainst rocialism by South Africans that we
have helped to bring the problem, internationally, into
sharper focus.

For most of the world, the revolt of the Block athletes is
known chiefly through the move to boycott the Olympic
Games in Mexico City in October 1968, and for many the
clearest memory they have of the whole issue is the
graphic imoge of athletes, with fists upraised in the block
power salute, on the victors’ rostrum — an image seen ot
the time by some 500 million people and by countless
millions in replays since.

But the movement begon much earlier (Edwards gives
as his earliest document in o valuable Appéndix o quote
from o Los Angeles paper which described him as “the
man heading o compaoign to persuade Negro othletes
to boycott the 1968 Olympic Games™, and Edwards him-
self uses, os o storting point the publication of Bill
Russell's Go up for Glory in which the great basketballer
showed the sacrifices and hordships o fomous blodck
athlete endures. After this come Tommie Smith's hint -
much misrepresented — of a possible black boycott of
the Olympics and a series of conflicts at various colleges:
out of this come the United Blodck Students for Action and

the U.B.5S.A. demonds and these together with the Na-
tional Conference on Black Power in Newark really got
the boycott movement going.

The First Challenge

Its first serious challenge, and the one on which it grew,
was the boycott of the New York Athletic Club meet at
Madison Square Gardens which, fortunately, came in
conjunction with the debate on the participation of South
Africa in the Olympics — given fresh fuel by the Grenoble
decision of the 1.O.C. to invite South Africa to Mexico. It
was o successful venture — many athletes withdrew, some
of them white, ond the Russian team who were due to
toke part also opted out, and that gove the movement
impetus. The demonstrations at Mexico (and Edwards
gives valuable insights into the debates behind the °
actions there) were the most dramatic and widely publi-
cised events but far more significant have been the real
advances in getting improvements in the treatment of
bladk athletes, in the appointment of black coaches, and
above all in o greater recognition of the human dignity
of the black American — from which so much more must
flow in future.

It is in his clear stotements on the role of the Athlete in
the struggle ogainst racism, that Edwards is ot his best
ond most valuable; “The exploitation and suffering of
the black athlete in America is no more a recent develop-
ment than the inhumanity and deprivation suffered .by
American non-athletes. Nor do these recent athletic pro-
tests mark the first instance of black athletes speaking
out. The difference in this instance is thot they are speak-
ing out not only on their own behalf but on behalf of
their downtrodden race, and the world and the nation are
listening. America's response to what the bladck athlete is
saying and doing will undoubtedly determine the future
course and direction of not only American athletics, but
will also offect all racial and social relations between
blacks and whites in this country.” And again: “Un-
doubtedly in the future some athletes will accept the
bribes and token jobs in exchange for their promises to
endorse the stotus quo or to stand silent as humiliation
and injustice continue to be heaped upon black people.
Other athletes will be frightened off or bow to threats.
But for every badkslider there will be hordes of new
fighters for human dignity and justice in athletics. For
as was demonstrated ot the 1968 Olympics, repression
only serves to create more battles and the rebels to fight
them.” And finally: “Becouse of activities such as these,
the decade of the 1960's and the years beyond will be
remembered as that period of time wherein the bladk
athlete shed his cozoon of trophies, medals, newspaper
clippings and photographs ond become a major front-
line combatant in the war for justice, freedom, and human
dignity.

In these statements, the thought and the value of Harry
Edwards, himself a valiont fighter for justice, come out
clearly.

Excellent Photographs

There are other valuable things in the book — the ex-
cellent photographs for one, and the Appendix of records
on bladk othletes - contrasted with the administrative
position of blacks in sport — apart from the appendix of
documents and press reports mentioned earlier.

But thi¢ splendid book is not the whole story. The
ogonised debates in Mexico for instance, and the ex-



changes between Afro-American and African athletes
and officials — from which much of import may yet come;
these are not reported. Nor is sufficient account given of
the role of other American bodies, paorticularly of the
American Committee on Africa — long @ campaigner in
the fight against apartheid South Africa on the sports-
field. On the whole South African issue, in foct, Edwards
is far from adequate. The omission of any reference to
the Supreme Council for Sport in Africa — the co-ordinat-
ing body for sport in Africa, which set the pace for the
whole world in the fight against South African participa-
tion (and with which SAN-ROC is associated) this is a
glaring omission.

Against White South Africa

In the account of the fight against the participation of
rocist South Africa - a fight whose outcome Edwards
rightly describes as “the significant victory in the inter-
national arena”, it would be o mistake to underestimate
the importance of the South African bodies opposed to
apartheid — both sporting and political.

And the Meetings of the Supreme Council for Sport in
Africa in Lagos in December 1967 and at Brazzaville in
March whidch called on the sports bodies of the world to
give support to their position on racism in sport must
certainly be accounted as major factors in mobilizing
world opposition and so securing the victory over South
African sports racism which was won prior to the Mexico
Games. But we shall have to look elsewhere for this story.
On the hardships suffered by black athletes too (bad
housing, non-existent education in athletic “scholarships”,
prohibitions on dating white girls) Edwards’ account must
be supplemented, terrible though it is, by the much fuller
accounts in Olsen's The Black Athlete, which was serial-
ised in Sports lllustrated, and to which he refers.

Awkward Question

There is one awkward question which ought to be asked
and answered, and which Edwards does not raise. What
is the ottitude of African athletes to the Afro-American
problem, and where do they stand in this fight? This can
be partly answered by looking at the issue of South
Africa. While for the Afro-American, for whom Edwards
speaks, the criticism of South Africa is against the whole
system of slavery for the Supreme Council for Sport in
Africa the issue was simply that of a violation of the
Olympic Charter — of Fundamental Principle One, to be
precise, which forbids racial discrimination. The African
ottack was not based on the political and social system
in South Africa, but the sports structure. The reason for
this is partly that the African countries recognise that
to win the fight at this stage they have to play it by o set
of rules not of their devising; to base their arguments on
politics would get themselves ruled out of court at the
international federations and the International Olympic
Committee. There are some who dismiss this as pussy-
footing. But the real task is to win, and if this is the way
to win then it can hardly be criticised. The position is
harder to defend with regard to be struggle of the Afro-
American. '

This is how | understand it; The International Olympic
Committee exists to bar racial discrimination in the Olym-
pics; it cannot bar racialism in jobs, or housing or edu-
cation. It can fight in the Stadium; it cannot fight in the
ghetto. Thus the African countries would support, where-
ver they could, the fight of the black American for social

justice, but within the Olympics they could only fight on
the Olympic Charter. That the Charter is a screen for
much dishonesty, hypocrisy and racialism is generally
acknowledged, but the effort is to compel observance of
the Charter. Stated thus, the arguments seem lame, yet
it was on these premises that the fight was fought against
South Africa — and won. But these matters demand
further examination, as the challenge to racialism through
sport deepens and widens. It may be that we can only
win by the transformation of the structure of the Olympic
Committee; it may even be that such o transformation
would entail the destruction of the Olympics themselves.

These are some of the larger questions that loom. For
certain focts are evident. Despite the efforts of those
who are fighting racialism in so many fields, it seems
certain that racism In America will worsen. Certainly the
involvement of the United States in apartheid racism
increases apace, as is evidenced by increasing U.S. in-
vestment in South Africa and the willingness of U.S.
sports officials to bail out apartheid in sport whenever
necessary. — e.g. in Davis Cup tennis. As support for
racism increases, so the challenges to racism must inten-
sify — always to the point of demonstrations ond disrup-
tions.

This, it seems to me, is o position which may be shortly
reached in Britoin — yes, placid Britain, where there hos
been little hint of grave racial conflict. and even less
serious attention given to it (the articles in the daily
papers here, by their occounts of the problem, give a
very clear impression that they are on the side of those
who are anti-bladk, and that they regard anti-black mani-
festations as disappointingly trivial; but then we have
legislation here which makes a number of racist practices
permissible!) Next year we shall have, it is proposed,
o South African cricket team, unashamedly racist, tour-
ing Britain. Groups of radicals have announced their in-
vention to disrupt the matches, and the police are being
geared to protect the rocist sports events. Conflicts seem
inevitoble. And while low and order will be seen to be
squarely ranged on the side of the forces of racism, and
the anti-racists can expect to be thumped for their pains,
it seems improbable that the matches themselves will be
carried through to a conclusion.

And so the last searching — ond perhaps excessively
sombre question to be asked is: In the growing polariza-
tion in societies between the forces of racism and anti-
racism, can international sport survive? D. B.




African Doctors Excluded

In o circular from the Deportment of
Bantu Administration ond Development
local authorities have been told not to
allow African doctors and prolessional
men to establish consulting rooms and
offices in urban Africon townships. It
states thot wrbon Alfrican townships.
although inhabited by Africans, are in
white areas occording to the principles
of separote development, ond profes-
sional services should be supplied by
whites in terms of Section 42 (F) of
Act No. 25 of 1945. African professional
men should proctise omong their own
people — in the rural “"Bantu home-
lands”.

No Pompering

African mineworkers hove had a 6cent
(7d.) rise.Their minimum woge is now
40 cents (opprox 4,/-) for an eight-hour
shift ; R2.40 (£l4) o week: R10.40
(£5.4s) a month.

The President of the Chamber of Com-
merce, Mr. E. J. Smith, said : “It may
be claoimed the Africon mineworker is
not earning enough to meet oll his
needs, but then are you and | paid
enough to meet all ours ¥° | agree an
African should get enough to improve
his living, social and educational stan-
dards, but pampering him will do him
no good. He should realize — as we
oll must = that we live in a hard world
and have to fight our own way through
"

A President Declares

The State President of South Africo has
been given the power under the Group
Areas Act to maoke proclamations
governing the conditions under which
domestic (black) servants living in
backyard rooms may receive visitors.

350 'Routine’ Arrests

About 350 Africons were arrested in o
raid by 400 police on the compounds
of a new Escom power station being
built near Heidelberg. According to
Major-General G. Joubert, Senior
Deputy Commissioner of Police, the
men were arrested during "o routine
investigation into document falsific-
tion™.

Race Madness

Mrs. H.L. o 30-year-old Coloured
woman, was born ot Kliptown in Jo-
hannesburg. She married a non-South
African Africon in Johannesburg in
1956. H first come to Johannesburg
22 yeors ogo ond haos been con-
tinuously in registered employment,
except for o period when he wos
mentally ill. Mr., H.L. hos to leove
South Africo within a month. They have
seven children. Their efforts to get o
house in the townships have failed.
They are living illegally in one room
in Soweto. Although Mrs. H.L. is o
Coloured womon she wos given o
passbok after marrying an Africon. She
was endorsed out of Johannesburg
in 1965 and cannot prove her long
residence there because she was never
in registered employment. She is one
of many women who seek advice from
the Johannesburg Black Sash office.

4 Millior. Appendages

In spite of the Tronskei's inability to
support even its existing population,
the Gowernment is intensifying its
policy of sending Africans to the Reser-
ves. According to the Deputy Minister
of Justice, Mines and Planning,
Mr. GF. von L Froneman, the
“repotriation” of 3,800,000 “appen-
doges” — wives, children, the aged ond
the idle — is o top priority.
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