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together wi th i ts Rhodesian counterpart ,
o r g a n i z e d  a n  a n t i - F R E L I M O  f i f t h
c o l u  m n  c o m p r i s e d  o f  f  o r m e r
Por tuguese secre t  po l i ce  and ex-
colonial  t roops, disaf fected sett lers and
mercenar ies that  became the basis of
the  Mozambique Nat iona l  Res is tance
(MNR) .  By  1978,  f rom i ts  bases  in
R h o d e s i a ,  M N R  w a s  p l u n d e r i n g
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o o p e r a t i v e s ,  b u r n i n g
s c h o o l s  a n d  m e d  i c a l  c e n t e r s ,
in te rd ic t ing  ra i l road l ines ,  d is rup t ing
commerce, at tacking major economic
projects and ef Íect ively paralyzing the
planned transÍormat ion of  FRELIMO's
efforts to improve the qual i ty of  l i fe in the
countryside.

With the aid of  these South AÍr ican
off icers,  MNR caused great hardships in
1981 and 1982,  regu la r ly  cu t t ing  the
rai l road l ines between Maputo and
Z imbabwe,  harass ing  t ra ins  f rom Be i ra ,
Mozambique's second leading port ,  to
Z imbabwe,  and per iod ica l l y  b lock ing
rai l  t raf f ic  between Beira and Malawi.
P r e t o r i a ' s  s t r a t e g y  w a s  c l e a r .
Mozambique 's  por ts  serve  as  the
internat ional  gateway tor many of  the
land- locked SADCC countr ies-most
notably Zimbabwe, Malawi and Zambia.
Without a v iable t ransportat ion and
communicat ion network al l  other forms
o f  r e g i o n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  w o u l d  b e
impract ical  and SADCC would be
abor ted  f  rom the  ou tse t ,  thereby
i n s u r i n g  S o u t h  A Í r i c a ' s  r e g i o n a l
dominat ion.  ln December 1982 South
African raiders destroyed 34 oil storage
tanks in Beir  valued at  more than $40
mil l ion.  This led to a severe shortage in
Zimbabwe.

At the same t ime that South Afr ica
was intensi fy ing i ts economic pressure,
i t  was redef in ing i ts long-term mi l i tary
ob jec t ives .  Fear ing  the  inc reas ing
popular i ty of  the AÍr ican Nat ional
Congress (ANC) and i ts abi l i ty  to at tack
strategic points wi th in South AÍr ica,
Pretor ia embarked upon a campaign to
compel i ts neighbors not to provide
sanctuar ies or support  for  the ANC. In
1981 it began attacks on the homes oÍ .

(Cont inued on page 9) 
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Mozambique's independence in
1975 brought a radical improvement in
the quality of l i fe for its cit izens.

Before independence Mozambi-
cans l ived in a society where privileges
were sharply divided along racial l ines.
The _descendants of Portuguese seft/ers
and a handful of others enioyed a
standard of l iving f ar superior to that of
the maiority of the country's cit izens.
Af ricans who provided the labor to make
the l ifestyle of the Portuguese possib/e
shared none of  the benef i ts.

l n d e p e n d e n c e  b r o u g h t  m a n y
changes. Housing, health services and
e d u c a t i o n  w e r e  n a t i o n a l i z e d  a n d
reorganized to serve all the people and
not iust a priviledged few. ÂesÍrictions
o n  / o b s  f  o r m e r l y  r e s e  r v e d  f  o r
Portuguese and white Mozambicans
only were removed. Housing in the city
was subsidized and made available to
al l. Co m m u n al v i I I ag es were establ i shed
to make the provision of services to
f  ormerly isolated peasanÍs easier.
Education was made a priority.

At the same time, continuous war,
drought and inexperienced manage-
ment lead to uneven economic and
social developrnent. The Fourth Party
Congress focused on these problems
and proposed ways to accelerate the
building of the New Society promised aÍ
independence.

FRELIMO's Fourth Party Congress
was held in Maputo Apr i l  26-30.

The f i rst  Congress held in Tanzania
in  1962 brought  together  na t iona l i s t
g r o u p s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  o b t a i n i n g
independence fo r  Mozambique and
organ ized them in to  FRELIMO -  the
Front Íor  the Liberat ion of  Mozambique.
The second Congress held in l iberated
terr i tory in northern Mozambique in
1968 la id out a strategy Íor expanding
t h e  a r m e d  s t r u g g l e  a n d  r e s o l v i n g

(Cont inued on page 2)

South Africa
Attacks Agaun

The recent South Afr ican air  at tack
on the  Mozambican cap i ta l  o f  Maputo ,
fo l lowed by Pretor ia 's cont inued saber-
ra t t l ing ,  suggest  tha t  th is  reg ion  is
b e c o m i n g  a  t e r r a i n  o Í  i n c r e a s i n g
in te rna t iona l  con f  l i c t .  South  Af  r i ca 's
a t tempt  to  redef ine  the  conf l i c t  in  Co ld
War  te rms,  descr ib ing  i t s  borders  w i th
Ango la  and Mozambique as  " i t s  f  i r s t  and
second f ron ts  aga ins t  Communism,"
c a r r i e s  o m i n o u s  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  a
broader  g loba l  con f l i c t .

The May 23 air  at tack against
Mozambique wh ich  resu l ted  in  the  death
o f  s ix  and wound ing  o f  39  is  par t  o f
South Afr ica's long-term strategy to
i n t i m i d a t e  t h e  s t r u g g l i n g  s o c i a l i s t
nat ion.  The strategy dates back to 1974,
b e Í o r e  M o z a m b i c a n  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,
when sen io r  South  Af  r i can  o f f  i c ia ls
c o n t e m p l a t e d  a  p r e e m p t i v e  a t t a c k
a g a i n s t  M o z a m b i q u e  t o  p r e v e n t
FRELIMO,  the  Mozambican l ibera t ion
movement ,  f  rom coming to  power .  But  a
s h a r p l y  d i v i d e d  S o u t h  A f r i c a n
government  eventua l l y  conc luded tha t
the strategy was not feasible,  though i t
d id  g ive  a t  leas t  tac i t  suppor t  to  an
a b o r t i v e  w h i t e - s e t t l e r  c o u p  o f
September 1974.

I n s t e a d ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  p o l i c y -
m a k e r s  c h o s e  t o  p u t  i n c r e a s i n g
economic  and mi l i ta ry  p ressure  on
M o z a m b i q u e  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e
government oÍ  Samora Machel  could
not threaten their  apartheid regime.
S ince  FRELIMO inher i ted  an  econor f i y
total ly dependent on South Af r ica,
Pretor ia has been able to exert  pressure
easi ly.  Short ly af ter  independence, for
e x a m p l e ,  i t  c u t  t h e  n u m b e r  o Í
Mozambican laborers working in the
gold mines Írom more than 100,000 to
30,000, depr iv ing the new government of
i ts most important source of  hard
currency. Pretor ia also redirected South
Afr ica's valuable export  t rade awayÍrom
the port  of  Maputo and has threatened to
bui ld a new Indian Ocean faci l i ty  to
replace Maputo.

South Afr ican mi l i tary pressure has
been even more devastating. As early as
1 9 7 6  S o u t h  A Í r i c a n  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,



T H E  F O U R T H  F R E L I  M O  P A R T Y
CONGRESS (Cont inued f  rom page 1)
in te rna l  con f  l i c ts .  The Th i rd  Par ty
Congress  he ld  in  1977 in  independent
M o z a m b i q u e t r a n s Í o r m e d  F R E L I M O ,
the  f ron t  in to  FRELIMO,  the  Marx is t -
L e n i n i s t  p a r t y  a n d  t o o k  s t e p s  t o
conso l ida te  the  ga ins  made by  the
peop le  in  the i r  ten  years  o f  a rmed
s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  c o l o n i a l i s m .

I n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f  o r  t h e  F o u  r t h
Congress ,  d iscuss ions  were  he ld  across
M o z a m b i q u e  o n  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p r o b l e m s
fac ing  the  count ry .  In  January ,  Par ty
members  began e lec t ing  de legates  to
attend. 667 delegates were elected Írom
throughout  the  count ry .  Of  these 72
percent were peasants workers and
so ld ie rs .  One hundred and f i ve  women
were  e lec ted .  Twice  the  number  who
at tended in  1977.

The tone o f  the  Congress  was one o f
o p e n  f r a n k n e s s  a n d  h o n e s t  s e l f -
c r i t i c i sm.  The repor t  o f  the  Cent ra l
C o m m i t t e e  i n c l u d e d  s t a t i s t i c s  a n d
a p p r a i s a l s  o f  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f
M o z a m b i c a n  l i Í e .  T h e  c a s e s  o f
successes, were pointed out as were the
e x a m p l e s  o Í  t h e  f a i l u r e  o Í  s o m e
government  po l i c ies .  For  example ,  the
report  stated that the pol icy of  the state
to favor state farms over fami ly farmers
has  resu l ted  in  decreased produc t iv i t y
fo r  fami ly  Ía rms.  The repor t  recogn ized
the  need to  b reak  the  dependence on
impor ted  raw mater ia ls  when loca l
mater ia ls  cou ld  be  made to  serve .

The Cent ra l  Commi t tee  repor t 'a lso
out l ined the need for more peasant
par t i c ipa t ion  in  agr icu l tu ra l  p lann ing
invo lv ing  the i r  d is t r i c t .

Fo l low ing  the  presenta t ion  o f  the
C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  r e p o r t  a n d  a n
economic  and soc ia l  d i rec t i ves  repor t
wh ich  ou t l ined  growth  ta rge ts  fo r  each
sec tor ,  there  was an  oppor tun i ty  fo r
de legates  to  g ive  the i r  v iews o f  the
prob lems Íac ing  the  count ry  as  we l l  as  to
respond to the Central  Commit tee
repor t .  Common compla in ts  were  the
lack  o f  essent ia l  consumer  goods,
bu i ld ing  mater ia ls ,  par ts  Ío r  repa i r ing
farm mach inery  and the  inab i l i t y  o f  the
s ta te  fa rm mach ine  compan ies  to  de l i ver
promised equ ipment  on  t ime.  De legates
told of  the ef fect  oÍ  the drought and
black marketeers on their  area.

From the  prov ince  o f  Inhambane a
delegate to ld oÍ  the ef fect  of  the MNR on
the  l i ves  o Í  inhab i tan ts .  In  one area  the
Í i rst  suppl ies received af ter  some t ime
were later robbed by the terror ists.
Other delegates to ld of  how the coal
mine  opera t ions  and the  sugar  c rop
product ion has been aÍ fected by the
M N R .

Peasants also to ld of  how they
success Íu l l y  fought  the  MNR.  The
de legate  Í rom a  communal  v i l lage  in
Gaza recal led how the vi l lagers who had
armed to deÍend themselves, pursued
and captured a MNR band which
attacked the vi l lage. The request Í rom
his v i l lage was for better weapons.
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Delegates durlng a vote on a resolution
Congress.

Other  success  s to r ies  came t rom a
co l lec t i ve  fa rm in  SoÍa la  where  th rough
s e l f - r e l i a n c e  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  p l a n n i n g  t h e
m e m b e r s  i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  Í o o d
produc t ion  and were  ab le  to  o rgan ize  a
f o o d  c o o p e r a t i v e  a n d  a  c o m m u n a l  l u n c h
room.

Overwhe lming ly  the  de legates  who
m a d e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  u s e d  t h e
oppor tun i ty  to  pu t  be fore  the  na t ion 's
h ighes t  o f f  i c ia ls  the  prob lems and
rea l i t ies  o f  l i Íe  in  the i r  reg ion  and to
po in t  ou t  what  they  saw as  the  s ta te 's
shor tcomings  in  a reas  tha t  a f fec ted  the i r
l i ves  most .

Fore ign  inv i tees  inc lud ing  Rober t
M u g a b e ,  Z i m b a b w e ' s  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r
and Ol iver  Tambo o Í  the  ANC,  p resented
m e s s a g e s  Í o l l o w i n g  t h e  d e l e g a t e s '
p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  S u p p o r t  g r o u p
representa t ives  Í rom Nor th  Amer ica ,
Scand inav ia  and western  Europe were
a lso  present  as  observers .

The e lec t ion  o f  the  new Cent ra l
Commi t tee  was the  one sess ion  c losed
to  a l l  bu t  vo t ing  de legates .  l t  las ted
h o u  r s  l o n g e r  t h a n  s c h e d  u  l e d ,  a n
ind ica t ion  to  many tha t  there  was a  grea t
dea l  o f  d iscuss ion  about  i t scompos i t ion .
The resu l t  was  a  Cent ra l  Commi t tee  w i th
130 members  -  tw ice  as  la rge  as  the
p r e v i o u s  o n e .  T h e  n e w  C e n t r a l
C o m m i t t e e  i n c l u d e s  m a n y  f o r m e r
Í reedom f igh ters ,  many more  peop le
Í rom the  count ry  s ide  and even some
who had been the  most  voca lc r i t i cs  o f
government  po l i c ies  a t  the  Congress .

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n
promised by  Samorâ  Mache l  dur ing  the
Congress  was announced a t  a  pub l i c
ga ther ing  on  May 21s t .  The most
i m p o r t a n t  c h a n g e  i n v o l v e d  t h e
r e s h u f Í l i n g  o Í  t h o s e  m i n i s t e r i e s
respons ib le  fo r  the  dr ive  to  w ipe  ou t  the
MNR and res tore  peace -  the  Min is t r ies
o Í  D e Í e n s e ,  I n t e r i o r ,  S e c u r i t y  a n d
Jus t ice .  l t  was  a lso  announced tha t  new
tasks  and ass ignments  wou ld  be  g iven
to members oÍ  the governmenl and that
m a n y  e m p l o y e e s  o Í  t h e  c e n t r a l
government would be transferred to the
distr ict  level  in order to reinforce each
d i s t r i c t ' s  c a p a c i t y  t o  p l a n  a n d
admin is te r .

Both  pr iva te  and fami ly  Ía rming

presented at  the Four th  FRELIMO par ty

sec to rs  a re  t o  be  p rov ided  w i t h  t he
suppo r t  t hey  need  f r om the  s ta te  so  t ha t
t h e y  c a n  d o  m o r e  i n  t h e  Í i g h t  a g a i n s t
h u n g e r .

P res iden t  Mache l ' s  t a l k  s t r essed
tha t  sma l l  s ca le  deve lopmen t  p ro jec t s
wh i ch  use  l oca l  ma te r i a l s  and  resou rces
w h i c h  p e o p l e  c a n  p r o v i d e  Í o r
t hemse l ves  w i l l  ge t  ex tens i ve  a t t en t i on ,
s u c h  a s  t h o s e  i n v o l v i n g  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e
p r o d u c t i o n  o Í  Í i s h ,  s m a l l  g a m e ,  a n d
s m a l l  Í a c t o r i e s  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  i t e m s
needed  by  t he  popu la t i on  on  q  day - to -
day  bas i s .  The  banks  a re  t o  be
reo rgan i zed  t o  l end  suppo r t ,  t o  t hese
s m a l l  p r o j e c t s .  T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f
Ag r i cu l t u re  i s  t o  be  reo rgan i zed  t o
p roduce  more  ce rea l s ,  cook i r i g  o i l s
and  mea t .

M a c h e l  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  s t a t e ' s
i n ten t i on  t o  s tem the  t i de  o Í  peop le
w i t hou t  j obs  t o  t he  c i t y  and  t o  i n teg ra te
those  unemp loyed  a l r eady  t he re  i n to
a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n i t s  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s .

The  M in i s t r y  o f  Fo re ign  Commerce
w i l l  be  reo rgan i zed  t o  make  su re  t ha t
t hose  p roduc t s  p roduced  ac tua l l y  ge t
c o l l e c t e d  a n d  e x p o r t e d .  R a d i c a l
c h a n g e s  w e r e  a n n o u n c e d  Í o r  t h e
h o u s i n g  a u t h o r i t y .

I n  h i s  add ress  be Ío re  t he  peop le ,
Mache l  spoke  o f  many  o f  t he  p rob lems
w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  b r o u g h t  u p  b y  t h e i r
representat ives a t  the Congress,  and
p resen ted  t he  l eade rsh ip ' s  p rog rams  to
so l ve  t hem.  De fend ing  t he  coun t r y  and
p rov id i ng  Mozamb icans  o f  eve ry  reg ion
w i th  t he  m in imum necessa ry  f o r  a
decent  s tandard o f  l i fe  were the dual
ob ject ives s t ressed.

The rea l  success of  the Four th
Congress was not  jus t  that  the four  day
sess ion  a l l owed  FREL IMO lede rsh ip
and par ty  members f rom across the
count ry  to  exchange v iews on the s ta te
of  the nat ion,  or  that  i t  lead to  new
d iscuss ions  abou t  so l v i ng  t he  coun t r y ' s
prob lems.  The rea l  success was that  i t
produced new approaches and new
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e
s t r u g g l e  f o r  a  b e t t e r  l i f e  f o r  a l l
Mozamb icans .  A l t hough  the  Cong ress
i t se l f  l as ted  on l y  f ou r  days ,  t he  sp i r i t  w i l l
be Íe l t  Íor  years  to  come as the new path '
char ted takes shape.



The MNR ond the People's
Counterottens tve

by Allen and Barbara lgaacman

Maputo--"We are in a decis ive batt le
in  wh ich  the  rea l  enemy is  South  Af  r i ca . "
T h i s  i s  h o w  M o z a m b i q u e  F o r e i g n
Min is te r  Joaqu im Ch issano exp la ined
t h e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  i n  a  r e c e n t
interview. Evidence oÍ  the extent of  th is
undec la red  war  i s  g rowing  da i l y ,  and the
Mozambicans bel ieve worse is yet  to
come,  po in t ing  to  the  recent  warn ing  by
South  Af r i can  Defense Min is te r  Magnus
Malan tha t  h is  count ry  migh t  f ind  i t
necessary to in i t iate a "Lebanese-type
invas ion"  o Í  Mozambique.

At the moment.  Pretor ia 's main
weapon in  th is  war  i s  the  Mozambique
Nat iona l  Res is tance (MNR) .  Over  the
pas t  year ,  the  MNR has  in tens i f ied  i t s
mi l i ta ry  ac t iv i t y  in  the  southern  ha l f  o Í
M o z a m b i q u e ,  a t t a c k i n g  b r i d g e s ,
ra i l road l ines ,  communal  v i l lages  and
development projects. Paralyzing key
sectors of  the rural  economy and
destab i l i z ing  Mozambique are  no t  i t s
only object ives.  l t  a lso seeks to sabotage
t h e  S o u t h e r n  A Í r i c a  D e v e l o p m e n t
Coordinat ion Conference, forged in
1980 to break South Afr ica's economic
dominance in  the  reg ion .

South AÍr ica's t ies to the MNR date
back  to  i t s  fo rmat ion  in  1976,  a l though
the most act ive agents in i ts in i t ia l
creat ion were ex-Portuguese secret
p o l i c e  a g e n t s  a n d  R h o d e s i a n
i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r s .  I n i t i a l  M N R
r e c r u i t i n g  g r o u n d s  w e r e  p r i m a r i l y
among the secret  pol ice agents and
Af r ican members of  the el i te Portuguese
special  forces who had Í led to Rhodesia
a f te r  Mozambique independence.

F r o m  1 9 7 6  t h e  R  h o d e s i a n
government  p rov ided the  MNR wi th
logist ic support ,  arms and bases along
the  Mozambican border .  MNR bands
were  sent  maraud ing  in to  Mozambique
i n  r e t a l i a t i o n  Í o r  M o z a m b i q u e ' s
i m p o s i t i o n  o Í  s a n c t i o n s  a g a i n s t
Rhodesia and i ts support  to ZANU
f orces.

The achievement oÍ Zimbabwean
i n d e p e n d e n c e  d i d  n o t  e n d  M N R
a c t i v i t i e s ;  i t  s i m p l y  s h i f t e d  t h e
operat ion's major backer to South
Af r ica.

T o d a y ,  w i t h  t h e  w i s d o m  o Í
h inds igh t ,  i t  seems t rue  tha t  a l though
the Mozambican government cont inued
t o  c o m b a t  t h e  M N R ,  i t  s e r i o u s l y
underest imated the vigor wi th which
S o u t h  A f  r i c a  w o u l d  p r o m o t e  t h e
cont inuat ion of  MNR subversion. Thus
Mozambique began to turn i ts energy
toward nat ional  reconstruct ion.  SADCC

programs were crystal l ized, and several
important economic agreements were
s i g n e d .  T h e  p o p u l a r  m i l i t i a s  w e r e
d isbanded in  many Í ron t ie r  reg ions .

The South  Af r i cans ,  on  the i r  s ide ,
had no  in ten t ion  o f  w ind ing  down the
MNR.  They  saw the  rov ing  bands as
instruments 'of  havoc. We were shown
captured documents of  an October 1980
meet ing  be tween MNR leader  Dh lakama
and a  South  Af  r i can  co lone l ,  Van N ierok ,
at  a Transvaal  mi l i tary base. Van Nierok
o r d e r e d  t h e  M  N  R  t o  e x t e n d  i t s
operat ions f rom central  to southern
Mozambique-to " interdict  ra i l  t raf Í ic
f rom Malverne-Gwelo ,  to  es tab l i sh
bases inside Mozambique adjacent to
the South Afr ican border,  (and) open a
new mi l i tary Í ront  in Maputo province."

South Afr ica wanted to discourage
Z i m b a b w e  a n d  B o t s w a n a  Í r o m
expor t ing  the i r  commodi t ies  th rough
Maputo ,  wh ich  was drawing  subs tan t ia l
traffic away from South African ports.
To achieve this,  the documents reveal ,
S o u t h  A f r i c a n  o f f i c i a l s  p r o m i s e d
rockets ,  mor ta rs ,  smal l  a rms and
advisors "who wi l l  not  only teach, but
also part ic ipate in at tacks."

Mozambican f ie ld  commanders  to ld
us that "Boers" (whi te Afr ikaners)
regu la r ly  accompan ied  MNR bands in
the central  part  of  the country.  A young
of f i cer  who had fought  in  Man ica
province descr ibed several  dead white
soldiers his battal ion had discovered
when i t  overran an MNR base at
Chidogo. South AÍr ican passports and
other documents have been captured at
o ther  MNR bases .  Sara  Mucha l ima,  a
twenty-six year old woman who had
been k idnapped by  the  MNR,  sa id  she
saw ten European advisors who, along
with Dhlakama, were evacuated, by
hel icopter short ly before the base at
Garagua fe l l .

Whi le South Afr ican soldiers do
part ic ipate in at tacks,  South AÍr ica
directs most of  i ts  energy to t ra in ing
MNR forces at  mi l i tary bases in the
Transvaal  and providing suppl ies and
logist ical  assistance to the insurgents
ins ide  Mozambique.  Mozambican f ie ld
c o m m a n d e r s  i n  T e t e  a n d  M a n i c a
provinces told us that  MNR Íorces are
regular ly resuppl ied v ia airdrops at
n igh t .  Mozambique 's  long coas t l ine  is
also ideal ly sui ted Íor  naval  landings,
which are becoming more f  requent.  Key
to South Af r ica 's war is the sophist icated
communica t ions  equ ipment  g iven  the
MNR.  Thus  MNR bands can main ta in

contac t  w i th  South  Af  r i ca ,  whose
reconnaissance planes f  ly ing inside
M o z a m b i q u e  p r o v i d e  v a l u a b l e
in fo rmat ion  on  Mozambican t roop
movement.

Western diplomats we talked to in
Maputo est imate the MNR numbers
about 5,OO0-appreciably lower than
Dhlakama's c la im of  17,000 armed
soldiers.  Many MNR recrui ts appear to
have been coerced in to  jo in ing .  John
B u r l e s o n ,  a  B r i t i s h  e c o l o g i s t  h e l d
pr isoner by the MNR for several  months,
reported seeirrg hundreds of forced
recrui ts who were kept under armed
guard. Once in,  especial ly af ter  they
have been involved in an at tack of  some
kind, many recrui ts are afraid to leave
because MNR commanders te l l  them
they  w i l l  be  k i l led  by  FRELIMO i Í  they
are caught.

Mozambique 's  ser ious  economic
prob lems make MNR recru i tment  tha t
much easier.  Droughts,  inadequate
mater ia l  support  for  the fami ly Íarming
sector,  and the lack of  consumer goods
i n  p a r t s  o f  M a n i c a ,  S o Í a l a  a n d
lnhambane provided Íert i le ground for
MNR overtures.  Further,  the MNR has
resorted to the manipulat ion of  t r ibal
d i v i s i o n s  a n d  s u p e r s t i t i o n  t o  g a i n
support .

Whatever the in i t ia l  at t ract ion oÍ
these appeals,  widespread plunder ing
a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  t e r r o r i s m  q u i c k l y
evaporate support  Íor  the MNR and
al ienate the rural  populat ion.  Stor ies of
MNR atroci t ies are now legend, wi th
many reports oÍ  rape, beat ings and
worse. Peasants f rom Gaza descr ibed
one such encounter:  "At Madura, they
came and demanded money and food.
They accused some people of  being
inÍormers for  government Íorces and cut
of f  the nose, l ips and ears of  a number of
people.  Then they told them to go and
repor t  to  FRELIMO."

Reports f i l ter ing in f rom the bush
make i t  c lear that  these are not isolated
acts by a few disaf fected MNR members,
but rather ref lect  the under ly ing strategy
of  an  organ iza t ion  commi t ted  to
bandi t ry,  marauding and terror ism with
the  u l t imate  a im o f  d isc red i t ing  the
government.  A high-ranking Western
d ip lomat  in  Maputo  to ld  us  tha t  a l though
he was in i t ia l l y  skept ica l ,  he  now f inds
"reports of  widespread MNR barbar ism
credible."  In one of  i ts  b loodiest  act ions,
terrorists stopped a packed train fifty
mi les north of  Beira and raked i t  wi th
mach ine  gun f i re ,  k i l l i ng  four teen and
wounding f i f ty others.

These tact ics,  together wi th the
MNR's rel iance on narrow tr ibal  appeals
directed exclusively at  Shona-speaking
peoples,  only one oÍ  a dozen ethnic and
cul tural  groups in the country,  bel ie i ts
claim that i t  is  a nat ional ist  movement of
f reedom f ighters dis i l lusioned with the
FRELIMO Par ty 's  Marx is t  s t ra tegy .
Apart  f rom i ts ant i -communist  rhetor ic,
i t  lacks any pol i t ical  program and has

(Cont inued on Page 4) 
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Ministeriol
Chonges
Announced

A major reorganizat ion oÍ  the
M o z a m b i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s
announced at  the end of  May. A
government communique stressed the
Íundamental  importance of  defense " in
the present phase of  our history when
our  count ry  i s  the  v ic t im o f  imper ia l i s t
at tacks and oÍ  an undeclared war."  ln an
efÍort  to central ize the country 's secur i ty
eÍ Íor ts at  the highest level  President
Machef assumed overaf l  control  of  the
Ministry of  Defense (Lt .General  Alberto
Chipande remains Minister of  DeÍense),
A r m a n d o  G u e b u z a  w a s  a p p o i n t e d
Min is te r  o f  the  In te r io r  and Mar iano
Matsinhe moves from being Minister of
the lnter ior  to become Minister of
Secur i ty.

The government  communique a lso
emphas ized the  "dec is ive"  ro le  o f
po l i t i ca l  mob i l i za t ion  in  the  prov inces-
a theme which received a great deal  of
attention at the recent Fourth Party
Congress. Several  senior members oÍ
FRELIMO wi l l  take  on  the  leadersh ip  o f
key provinces in addi t ion to their  other
t a s k s .  M a r c e l i n o  d o s  S a n t o s ,
FRELIMO's  Secre tary  Ío r  Economic
P lann ing ,  was  appo in ted  Governor  and
First Party Secretary of war-torn Sofala.

Albert  Chipande, Minister of  Deïense,
a lso  becomes Governor  and F i rs t
Secretary of  Cabo Delgado, whi le
P lann ing  Min is te r  Mar io  Machungo
assumed the same posi t ion in fer t i le
Zambezia province. Three other new
provincial  governors were appointed.
Serg io  V ie ie ra ,  fo rmer ly  Agr icu l tu ra l
M i n i s t e r ,  w a s  n a m e d  G o v e r n o r  o f
Niassa. Aurel io Manave moved from
Niassa to become Governor of  Gaza.
J o s e  P a s c o a l  Z a n d a m e l a  r e p l a c e d
A l b e r t  S i t h o l e  a s  G o v e r n o r  o f
Inhambane. Al l  three are members of  the
FRELIMO Par ty  Cent ra l  Commi t tee .

S e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  m i n i s t e r i a l
changes were also made to strengthen
key economic sectors.  Jacínto Veloso,
f  o r m e r  M i n i s t e r  o f  S e c u r i t y ,  w a s
appointed to the newly-created post of
Min is te r  in  the  Pres idency  fo r  Economic
Affairs.  Joao dos Santos Ferreira.  who
had been extremely successÍul  as
Secretary of  State Íor  Cotton and is
k n o w n  a s  a  s t r o n g  a d v o c a t e  o f
c o m m u n a l  v i l l a g e s ,  w a s  a p p o i n t e d
Min is te r  o f  Agr icu l tu re .  Joaqu im Ribe i ro
d e  C a r v a l h o ,  M o z a m b i q u e ' s  f i r s t
M i n i s t e r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  u n t i l  h i s
d i s m i s s a l  i n  1 9 7 8  Í o r  f  a i l i n g  t o
i m p l e m e n t  t h e  c o m m u n a l  v i l l a g e
program, assumed the task of  Minister
of  Foreign Trade. To give impetus to
g e o l o g i c a l  p r o s p e c t i n g ,  a n d  t o
max imize  the  exp lo i ta t ion  o f  impor tan t
resources, a new Ministry of  Mineral
Resources was created. The Minister is
J o s e  C a r l o s  L o b o ,  p r e v i o u s l y
Mozambique's permanent representa-
t i ve  a t  the  Un i ted  Nat ions .

whom we talked at t r ibute the fa i lure of
the ear ly 1983 MNR ofÍensive to the new
c o u n t e r i n s u r g e n c y  f o r c e s  a n d  t h e
increased conf idence o f  the  ru ra l
mi l i t ias .

FRELIMO's  task  is  no t  an  easy  one.
For more than f  ive years,  many peasants
in  the  a f fec ted  areas  have been
subjected to at tacks by Rhodesian and
then MNR Íorces  aga ins t  wh ich  the
FPLM (the Mozambican army) could not
pro tec t  them.  Comment ing  on  th is ,  one
close advisor to President Machel  to ld
uS,  "FRELIMO used up  a  lo t  o f  i t s
po l i t i ca l  cap i ta l  dur ing  the  Z imbabwean
war" by assur ing peasants that  peace in
Zimbabwe would br ing prosper i ty to
M o z a m b i q u e .  T h e  p e a s a n t s  h a v e
l e g i t i m a t e  g r i e v a n c e s  w h i c h  t h e
government must cont inue to address.
Armando Gabueza, ranking member oÍ
FRELIMO's Central  Commit tee, and
Resident Minister of  war- torn Sofala,
stressed this when he told us,  "We
cannot stand id ly by,  but  must at tack the
e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s ,
especial ly the lack of  mater ia l  goods."

(Cont inued next column;

Mafor polrcy changes were adopted
at the Fourth Party Congress to address
prob lems o Í  the  Fami ly  fa rming  sec tor
and the  prov is ion  o Í  supp l ies  to  ru ra l
areas.

Mozam bican author i t ies real  ize that
ccmbat ing  the  MNR is  jus t  the  Í i rs t
sk i rmish  in  a  long s t rugg le  w i th  South
Afr ica.  That regime has a v i ta l  interest  in
e n s u r i n g  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  e c o n o m i c
dependency  o f  the  SADCC nat ions .  But
above al l  e lse is Pretor ia 's need to
prevent  the  conso l ida t ion  o f  a  popu lar
soc ia l i s t  soc ie ty  in  Mozambique.  Such a
state could serve as a beacon of  hope
and a tower of  strength for  South
AÍ r ica 's  oppressed mi l l ions- -Pre tor ia
w i l l  r i sk  much to  des t roy  i t .

A l len  and Barbara  lsaacman are  long-
t ime observers and former residents of
Mozambique.  They  have jus t  re tu rned
Írom their  most recent v is i t .

o o  o o  o o

Destabi l izat ion The act  oÍ  d isrupt ing
the  soc ia l ,  economic  and po l i t i ca l
s i tua t ion  o f  a  count ry  in  o rder  to  b r ing
about i ts weakness or downfal l .  Often
used in reference to South Afr ican
act ions directed towards Mozambique,
Angola and other black states oÍ
s o u t h e r n  A Í r i c a  w h i c h  o p p o s e  i t s
apar the id  po l i c ies .

Frel imo The Front for  the Liberat ion oÍ
Mozambique es tab l i shed in  1964 to  f  igh t
for  the independence of  Mozambique
which  is  now the  ru l ing  par ty  o f
Mozambique.

Front Llne States Term first used in
1977 to reÍer to those black states which
because of  their  geographical  locat ion
and pol i t ical  stance are most involveà

African Gíos sayy

Apartheid The system oÍ segregat ion
p r a c t i c e d  b y  t h e  S o u t h  A f  r i c a n
g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  r e g u l a t e s  s t r i c t
separat ion of  people according to race
in al l  aspects of  l i fe.

AÍrican National Congress (ANC)
Liberat ion movement of  South Afr ica
founded in  1912 s t rugg l ing  Ío r  a  f ree
non-racial  democrat ic society based on
the  w i l l  o Í  a l l  i t s  peop le .

Souúeru

T H E  M N R  A N D  T H E  P E O P L E ' S
CO U NTEROFFENS IVE
(Cont inued from page 3)

made no ef Íor t  to organize the peasants
in the areas in which it operates.
Nevertheless,  i t  has played a s igni Í icant
role in Pretor ia 's undeclared economic,
pol i t ical  and psychological  war against
Mozambique and i t s  SADCC a l l ies .

Ear ly  in  1982 the  Mozambican
leadership moved to in i t iate a new
mil i tary and pol i t ical  strategy to combat
t h e  M N R .  A d m i t t i n g  t h a t  t h e
r e p l a c e m e n t  o Í  g u e r r i l l a s  w i t h  a
convent iona l  a rmy and the  d isband ing
oÍ many rural  mi l i t ia uni ts had lef t  the
country unprepared for the MNR's
resurgence in late 1980, in May 1982
FRELIMO react ivated more than 1,500
Íôrmer guerr i l las.  Many of  these are
organized in counter- i  nsurgency forces,
whose job is to harass the MNR deep in
the bush. The rural  mi l i t ia has also been
s t r e n g t h e n e d ,  a  m o v e  a i m e d  a t
regaining the support  and conf idence of
the peasants.  As of  August 1982 about
40 percent oÍ  the adul t  rural  populat ion
in Sofala was armed, and in the capi ta l ,
the  newly  Ío rmed mi l i t ia  boas ted
upwards oÍ 30,000 men and women.
High Mozambican mi l i tary of f ic ia ls wi th
4 -



a n d  a Í Í e c t e d  b y  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  e q u a l i t y
a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n
A Í r i c a  r e g i o n .  T h e y  a r e  M o z a m b i q u e ,
A n g o l a ,  Z a m b i a ,  B o t s w a n a  a n d
Z i m b a b w e .

L i n k a g e  T h e  a c t  o Í  l i n k i n g  t o g e t h e r .
T h e  t e r m  i s  u s e d  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e
l i n k i n g  b y  S o u t h  A Í r i c a  o Í  t h e  i s s u e  o Í
C u b a n  t r o o p s  i n  A n g o l a  t o  t h e  i s s u e  o f
N a m i b i a n  i n d e p e n d e n c e .

N a t i o n a l  R e s i s l a n c e  M o v e m e n t
( M N R )  T h e  g r o u p  o Í  S o u t h  A f r i c a n
b a c k e d  a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t  g u e r i l l a s
o p e r a t i n g  i n s i d e  M o z a m b i q u e .

P e o p l e ' s  M o v e m e n t  F o r  T h e
L i b e r a t i o n  o Í  A n g o l a  ( M P L A )
L i b e r a t i o n  M o v e m e n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n
' 1 9 5 7  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o Í
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A n g o l a .  M P L A  i s  n o w  t h e
r u l i n g  p a r t y  o Í  A n g o l a .

O r g a n i z a t i o n  O f  A Í r i c a n  U n i t y
( O A U )  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o Í  i n d e p e n d e n t ,
d e c o l o n i z e d  s t a t e s  i n  A f  r i c a  w h i c h  a c t  a s
a  b o d y  i n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  p r o m o t e  w e l Í a r e
and  reso l ve  con Í l i c t s  on  t he  A f r i can
c o n t i n e n t .

Z imbabwe A Í r i can  Na t iona l  Un ion
( Z A N U )  L i b e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t  f o u n d e d
i n  1 9 6 3 . Z A N U  i s  t h e  c u r r e n t  r u l i n g  p a r t y
i n  Z i m b a b w e .

S o u t h e r n  A Í r i c a n  D e v e l o p m e n t
C o o r d i n a t i o n  C o n Í e r e n c e  ( S A D C C )
A l l i a n c e  Í o r m e d  i n  1 9 8 0  b y  Z i m b a b w e ,
A n g o l a ,  M o z a m b i q u e ,  S w a z i l a n d ,
Leso tho ,  Bo tswanna ,  Ma law i  ,  Zamb ia
a n d  T a n z a n i a  Í o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f
d e v e l o p i n g  j o i n t  p r o l e c t s  w h i c h  w o u l d
a l l o w  t h e m  t o  b r e a k  t h e  e c o n o m i c
d e p e n d e n c e  o n  S o u t h  A Í r i c a  s e t  u p  b y
t h e i r  c o l o n i a l  p r e d e c e s s o r s .

S o u t h  W e s t  A Í r i c a  P e o p l e ' s
O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( S W A P O )  L i b e r a t i o n
m o v e m e n t  f o u n d e d  i n  1 9 6 0  t o  a d v a n c e
t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o Í  N a m i b i a  Í r o m
S o u t h  A Í r i c a  w h i c h  i s  c u r r e n t l y  w a g i n g
a r m e d  s t r u g g l e  i n  N a m i b i a  ( S o u t h  W e s t
A f r i c a )  a g a i n s t  S o u t h  A Í r i c a n  Í o r c e s .

o c  o o  o o

A n n o u n c e m e n t s  l f  y o u r  g r o u p  i s
p l a n n i n g  p r o j e c t s ,  p r o g r a m s  o r  o t h e r
a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  r e l a t e  t o  i n í o r m i n g  t h e
p u b l i c  a b o u t  s o u t h e r n  A f r i c a n  i s s u e s ,
M o z a m b i c a n  N o t e s  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t e l l o u r
r e a d e r s .  S e n d  i n Í o r m a t r o n  a s  l a r  i n
a d v a n c e  a s  p o s s i b l e .

MOZAIIBICìUE. o o o o o

facts anà fígures
O F F I C I A L  N A M E

The Peop le ' s  Repub l i c  o f  Mozambique .

AR EA
303,070  square  m i les  (abou t  tw ice  the  s rze  o Í  Ca l i fo rn ra ) .

POPULATION
1 2 , 1 3 6 , 0 0 0  ( 1 9 8 0 )  w i t h  a b o u l 9 4 o / o  l i v i n g  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s .

P R I N C I P A L  C I T I E S
M a p u t o ,  t h e  c a p i t a l  ( Í o r m e r l y  L o u r e n c o  M a r q u e s )  a  m a j o r  p o r t  t o w n .
Be i ra ,  second la rges t  c i t y  and a lso  a  major  por t  s i te .
N a m p u l a ,  n o r t h e r n  c i t y  k n o w n  f o r  c o t t o n  p r o d u c t i o n .

M A I N  E X P O R T S
C a s h e w  n u t s ,  s h r i m p  a n d  l o b s t e r ,  r a w  c o t t o n ,  t e a  a n d  s u g a r .

M A I N  I M P O R T S
I n d u s t r i a l  r a w  m a t e r i a l s ,  Í o o d  p r o d u c t s ,  e q u i p m e n t ,  c r u d e  o i l ,  s p a r e  p a r t s  a n d
t e x t i l e s .

L A N G  U A G E S
O f f i c i a l  l a n g u a g e  -  P o r t u g u e s e .
N a t i o n a l  l a n g u a g e s  -  S h o n g a ,  M a c o n d e ,  M a c u a ,  N y a n j a ,  C h a n g a n a  a n d
m a n y  o t h e r s .

G E O G R A P H I C  D I V I S I O N S
Ten prov inces  w i th  be tween 7  and 18  d is t r i c ts  each.

M A I N  R E L I G I O N S
C h r i s t i a n i t y  a n d  l s l a m .  N o  o Í Í i c i a l  r e l i g i o n .

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S
J u n e  2 5  -  I n d e p e n d e n c e  D a y

( 1 9 6 2  -  T h e  Í o u n d i n g  o f  F R E L I M O )
( 1 9 7 5  -  D a t e  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e )

September  25  -  Armed Forces  Day
( 1 9 6 4  -  A r m e d  s t r u g g l e  b e g a n )

F e b r u a r y 3 - H e r o ' s D a y
( 1 9 6 9  *  F R E L I M O ' s  Í i r s t  p r e s i d e n t ,  E d u a r d o  M o n d l a n e  a s s a s i n a t e d )

A p r i l  7 - W o m e n ' s D a y
( 1 9 7 1  -  D e a t h  o f  w o m e n ' s  o r g a n i z e r  J o s i n a  M a c h e l )

S e p t e m b e r T  -  L i b e r a t i o n  D a y
(1974 -  S ign ing  o Í  Lusaka accords  in  Zambia  wh ich  Ío rmer ly  recogn izec
the  independence o f  Mozambique f rom Por tuga l . )

M A S S  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S
O M M  -  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o Í  M o z a m b i c a n  W o m e n ,  f o u n d e d  i n  1 9 6 8 .
O J M  -  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o Í  M o z a m b i c a n  Y o u t h ,  Í o u n d e d  i n  1 9 7 7 .

P R O F E S S I O N A L  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S
N a t i o n a l  J o u r n a l i s t s  O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( 1 9 7 8 )
N a t i o n a l  P h o t o g r a p h e r s  O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( 1 9 8 1 )
N a t i o n a l  T e a c h e r s  O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( 1 9 8 1 )
N a t i o n a l  W r i t e r s  O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( 1 9 8 2 )
( F o r r n a t i o n  o f  t r a d e  u n i o n s  i s  i n  p r o g r e s s . )

E D U C A T I O N
l l l i t e r a r c y  -  9 3 %  a t  I n d e p e n d e n c e ,  7 3 0 / o  i n  1 9 8 0 .
P r i m a r y  s c h o o l  P u p i l s  -  6 7 2 , 0 0 0  a t  I n d e p e n d e n c e ,  1 . 3 3 0 , 0 0 0  i n  1 9 8 2 .
S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l  P u p r l s  - -  2 3 , 0 0 0  a t  I n d e p e n d e n c e ,  9 4 , 0 0 0  i n  1 g 8 2 .
S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l s  -  3 3  a t  I n d e p e n d e n c e ,  1 2 1  i n  1 9 8 2 .
A g r i c u l t u r a l  S c h o o l s  -  7  n e w  s c h o o l s  s i n c e  I n d e p e n d e n c e .
H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  -  1 , 7 4 8  g r a d u a t e s  s i n c p  I n d e p e n d e n c e .
N o t e :  B e f o r e  I n d e p e n d e n c e  o n l y  4 0  o Í  t h e  3 , 8 0 0  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y
w e r e  b l a c k



A Look Bac k at
To Understand t

the Past,
he Present

The Founding of FRELIMO

T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o Í  F R E L I M o  ( t h e
Mozambique L ibera t ion  Movement )  on
June 25 ,  1962,  rnarked the  beg inn ing  o Í
a  new phase in  the  s t rugg le  aga ins t
Por tuguese co lon ia l  ru le .  As  ear ly  as
1960 the  na t iona l i s t  Íe rvor  sweep ing
t h r o u g h  A f  r i c a  h a d  c a p t u r e d  t h e
imag ina t ion  o f  a  smal l ,  bu t  g rowing
n u m b e r  o Í  M o z a m b i c a n s  i n  e x i l e  w h o
organ ized UDENAMO ( the  Mozambique
Nat iona l  Democra t ic  Fron t ) ,  MANU ( the
Mozambique AÍ r i can  Nat iona l  Un ion) ,
a n d  U N A M I  ( t h e  N a t i o n a l  U n i o n  o f
lndependent  Mozambique) .  F rom the
outset,  however,  each had a relat ively
nar row reg iona l  and e thn ic  charac ter .  In
a  count ry  w i th  a  mul t i tude  o f  e thn ic  anc j
language groups  paroch ia lness  posed
obv ious  organ iz ing  prob lems.

The one ef íor t  of  any of  these
organ iza t ions  a t  po l i t i ca l  mob i l i za t ion ,
the  peaceÍu l  demonst ra t ion  fn  1960 a t
Mueda,  Cabo De lgado to  demand
independence resu l ted  in  the  shoot ing
down o Í  600 unarmed men,  women and
ch i ld ren .  What  was revea led  was lhe
lack  _o f  a  coherent  s t ra tegy  fo r  ga in ing

independence,  a  p rob lem shared by  a l l
the  ex i le  o rgan iza t ions .  In f luenced by
nat iona l i s t  ga ins  in  the  ne ighbor ing
Br i t i sh  co lon ies ,  a l l  be l ieved in  the
eff icacy of  pet i t ions,  protest  let ters and
non-v io len t  demonst ra t ions .  They  Ía i led
to realize, however, that because the
retarded Portuguese economy needed
co lon ia l i sm to  ex t rac t  Mozambique 's
human and na tura l  resources ,  the
co lon ia l  reg ime wou ld  use  a l l  ava i lab le
repressive measures to f rustrate their
nat ional ist  object ives.

Smal l  in  numbers ,  de tached Í rom
in terna l  bases  o f  suppor t ,  lack ing  a
c o h e r e n t  s t r a t e g y ,  a n d  p e r i o d i c a l l y
e n g a g i n g  i n  s e l Í - d e s t r u c t i v e  e x i l e
po l i t i cs ,  the  th ree  organ iza t ions  hard ly
p o s e d  a  c r e d i b l e  t h r e a t  t o  t h e
Por tuguese co lon ia l  reg ime.  In  an  e f Ío r t
to  overcome the  mutua l  susp ic ion  wh ich
div ided them, President Nyerere of
Tanzan ia  inv i ted  the  th ree  in  1962 to
es tab l i sh  the i r  heqdquar te rs  in  Dar  es-
Salaam and work toward the creat ion oÍ
a  u n i Í i e d  m o v e m e n t .  P r o d d e d  b y
N y e r e r e ,  K w a m e  N k r u m a h ,  t h e

P r e s i d e n t  o Í  G h a n a  a n d  C O N C P  ( t h e
ConÍerence o Í  Nat iona l i s t  Organ iza-
t i o n s  o f  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  C o l o n i e s ) ,  t h e
t h r e e  m o v e m e n t s - - U A M I  r a t h e r
r e l u c t a n t l y - a g r e e d  t o  m e r g e  i n t o
F R E L I M O  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o Í  D r .
Eduardo Mond lane.

Insurgency  ran  deep in  Mond lane 's
Íami ly .  H is  Ía ther  and h is  unc le  had bo th
íought  in  an t i -co lon ia l  s t rugg les  a t  the
end ó f  the  n ine teenth  century .  A Í te r
a t t e n d i n g  m i s s i o n a r y  s c h o o l s  i n
s o u t h e r n  M o z a m b i q u e  a n d  S o u t h
AÍ r ica ,  Mond lane rece ived a  scho larsh ip
in  .1947 to  Wi twaters rand Un ivers i ty  in
South  AÍ r i ca  where  he  came in to  contac t
and co l labora ted  w i th  s tudents  opposed
t o  r a c i a l  s e g r e g a t i o n ,  c a u s i n g  h i s
depor ta t ion  two years  la te r .  Back  in
Mozambique he  he lped to  o rgan ize ,  and
was a  íead ing  Ío rce  in  the  Mozambican
S t u d e n t  M o v e m e n t  ( N E S A M ) .  H i s
p o w e r í u l  c r i t i q u e  o Í  P o r t u g u e s e
co lon ia l i sm and the  va lue  he  a t tached to
M o z a m b i c a n  c u l t u r e  a n d  h i s t o r y
insp i red  a  who le  genera t ion  o Í  younger
h i g h  s c h o o l s t u d e n t s ,  a  n u m b e r  o f  w h o m
s u b s e q u e n t l y  b e c a m e  p r o m i n e n t
m e m b e r s  o Í  F R E L I M O .  H i s  a c t i v i t i e s
b r o u g h t  p o l i c e  s u r v e i l l a n c e ,
i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  h a r a s s m e n t  a n d  a
dec is ion  tha t  he  be  sent  to  Por tuga l .  In
t h e  Í a c e  o Í  i n t e n s i Í i e d  p o l i c e
surve í l lance,  Mond lane f led  Por tuga l
and cont inued h is  educat ion  in  the
United States.  The doctoral  degree he

(cont inued on  page 7)

more

Whlle Mozamblque's long coast l lne
provldes good shlpplng and Í lshlng
opportunl t les,  l ts  border wl lh South
Afrlca provlder Increaeed tenslona.
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facts and figures
HEALTH

ln Ían t  Mor ta l i t y  -  150 per  1000 a t  Independence,  S0 per  1000 in  1983.
Doctors  -  281 a t  Independence,  404 in  1981.
Popu la t ion  per  Hea l th  care  un i t  -  16 ,200 a t  Independence,  11 ,600 in  1982.
3 ,250 nurses  and o ther  hea l th  workers  t ra ined s ince  Independence.

P R O D U C E R  C O O P E R A T I V E S
180 (w i th  a  membersh ip  o Í  25 ,000)  a t  Independence,
370 (wi th 37,000 members) in 1982.

C O M M U N A L  V I L L A G E S
Since Independence 1 ,350 communal  v i l lages  were  es tab l i shed w i th  1 ,800,000
inhab i tan ts .

G O V E R N M E N T
Sing le  par ty  -  FRELIMO.
Pres ident  and head o Í  par ty ,  Samora  Mache l .
More  than 14 ,000 representa t ives  e lec ted  to  loca l ,  d is t r i c t  and prov inc ia l
assembl ies .  The na t iona l  assembly  o f  226 is  nominated  by  the  par ty 's  cent ra l
commí t tee .

F R E L I M O  P A R T Y  M E M B E R S H I P
4,244 ce l l s  across  the  count rY .
110,323 members (wi th 53.50/o peasants and 18.9% workers.  Women represent
260/o oÍ  party membershiP.)



THE HISTORY OF FRELIMO

r e c e i v e d  i n  1 9 6 0  m a d e  h  i m
Mozambique 's  f i rs t  Ph .D.

In  1961,  p ro tec ted  by  d ip lomat ic
immuni ty  as  a  Un i ted  Nat ions  employee,
Mond lane re tu rned home a  hero .  ln
shanty towns on the outskir ts of
Lourenco Marques and in his rural  Gaza
h o m e l a n d  h e  m e t  s e c r e t l y  w i t h
d iss idents  who de ta i led  the  inc reased
oppress ion  and urged h im to  o rgan ize  a
nat iona l i s t  movement .  He was a lso
c o u r t e d  b y  P o r t u g u e s e  o f Í i c i a l s .
Mond lane re jec ted  the i r  advances  and
le f t  Mozambique inexorab ly  commi t ted
to  the  s t rugg le  Ío r  independence.  A  l i t t le
more than a year later he arr ived in Dar
es-Salaam and was elected President of
F R E L I M O .

M o n d l a n e ' s  i m m e d i a t e  o b . i e c t i v e
was to forge a broad-based insurgent
c o a l i t i o n  w h i c h  c o u l d  e f f e c t i v e l y
c h a l l e n g e  t h e  c o l o n i a l  r e g i m e .  A t
F R E L I M O ' s  F i r s t  C o n g r e s s  i n
September 1962, a plat form designed to
be acceptab le  to  a l l the  d iverse  in te res ts
w a s  a d o p t e d .  T h e  o v e r a r c h i n g
co ncern- i  n dependen ce-d ictated
un i ty .  Un i ty  a lso  meant  incorpora t ing
in to  the  movement  a l l  Mozambicans .  o Í
w h a t e v e r  s o c i a l  c l a s s  o r  s t r a t a -
peasants,  workers,  merchants,  ar t isans
a n d  c h i e Í s - w h o  s u p p o r t e d  t h e
common s t rugg le .  Thus ,  i t s  ob jec t ives
and compos i t ion  made FRELIMO a
fa i r l y  convent iona l  na t iona l i s t  f  ron t
un i t ing  ideo log ica l l y  d ivergent  g roups
o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  p a t r i o t i s m  a n d
oppos i t ion  to  fo re ign  dominat ion .

In  the  dead o f  n igh t  on  September
25,  1964,  FRELIMO so ld ie rs ,  t ra ined in
A lger ia  w i th  log is t i ca l  ass is tance f rom
the sur round ing  popu la t ion ,  a t tacked
the Portuguese administrat ive post at
Chai  in Cabo Delgado. Despi te reports
by  a  loya l i s t  ch ie Í  o Í  guer r i l l a  movement
in  the  area .  the  co lon ia l  au thor i t ies  were
taken by  surpr ise ,  and the  guer r i l l as
were able to damage the post,  k i l l  one
pol iceman and wound several  others
before they melted back into the forest .
The colonial  regime responded quickly.
I t  d ispatched heavi ly armed troops and
secre t  po l i ce  (P IDE)  agents  to  Cha i ,
a r r e s t e d  a n d  b e a t  a  n u m b e r  o Í
suspec ted  FRELIMO sympath izers ,  bu t
was unab le  to  t rack  down the  guer r i l l a
band or crack down the FRELIMO
network .  In  re ta l ia t ion ,  co lon ia l  t roops
commit ted a number of  atroci t ies.

The raid at  Chai  marked the
beg inn ing  o f  the  armed s t rugg le  aga ins t
the  co lon ia l  reg ime.  Employ ing  c lass ica l
guerr i l la tact ics-ambushing patrols,
sabotaging communicat ion and rai l road
l ines,  and making hi t -and-run at tacks
against  colonial  outposts-and then
r a p i d l y  f a d i n g  i n t o  i n a c c e s s i b l e
backwater areas, FRELIMO mi l i tants
were  ab le  to  evade pursu i t  and

(Cont inued on Page 10)

Samora Machel, Mozamblque's presldent
Mondlane, FRELIMO's ílrsl presldent In a

and leader oí the party wlth Eduardo
photo taken durlng lhe armed struggle.
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Boofrr on the
MOZAMBICAN
Ex flerience

Edward Alpers.  lvory and Slaves in East
C e n t r a l  A Í r i c a  ( B e r k e l e y ,  1 9 7 5 ) .
Examines  the  or ig ins  and the  impact  o f
the s lave trade and the roots of
underdeve lopment  in  Mozambique.

Wi l f  red  Burchet t ,  Southern  Aí r l ca
Stands Up: The Revolut ions In Angola,
Mozambique, Rhodesla,  Namlbla and
South  Aí r i ca .  (New York ,  1978) .
Examines events and issues leading to
fo rmat ion  o f  l ibera t ion  groups  in  each
country and covers progress of  each
through 1977.

B a r b a r a  C o r n w a l l .  B u s h  R e b e l s
(London,  1973) .  A  f i rs t -hand account  o f
the  armed s t rugg le  by  a  journa l i s t  who
vis i ted the l iberated zones in northern
Mozambique.

J a m e s  D u Í Í y .  P o r t u g u e s e  A Í r l c a
(Cambr idge,  1961) .  A  genera l  h is to ry  o Í
Portuguese colonial ism in AÍr ica.

Ruth First. Black Gold: The Mozamblcan
Mlner, Proletarlat and Peasant (Sussex,
England, 1983).  Contemporary study of
Mozambican migrant labor f  low to
South AÍr ican mines.

A l len  and Barbara  lsaacman.  The
Tradltlon oÍ Reslstance In Mozamblque
(Berkeley,  1976).  Documents the long
and var ied ant i -colonial  struggle in
Mozambique.

A l l e n  a n d  B a r b a r a  l s a a c m a n .
Mozambique: From Colonial ism to
Revolut lon,  1900-1982 (Boulder,  1983).
Ana lyzes  the  co lon ia l  cap i ta l i s t  impact
and FRELIMO's ef Íor t  to in i t iate a
soc ia l i s t  pa th  o f  deve lopment .

Frances Moore Lappe and Adele Negro
B e c c a r - V a r e l a .  M o z a m b l q u e  a n d
Tanzanla: Asklng the Big Questlons
( S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  1 9 8 0 ) .  C o m p a r e s
a p p r o a c h e s  o f  M o z a m b i q u e  a n d
Tanzan ia  in  so lv ing  bas ic  economic  and
social  problems facing each country.

Samora Machel .  Sowlng the Seeds oÍ
Revolut lon (London, 1974\.  lmportant
speeches and texts f rom the armed
st rugg le .

S a m o r a  M a c h e l .  E s t a b l l s h l n g  t h e
People's Power to Serve the Masses
(London,  1976) .  lmpor tan t  documents
def  in ing  the  essence o f  "peop le 's
power."

Eduardo Mondlane, The Slruggle íor
Mozamblque (Bal t imore, 1969).  Wri t ten
by FRELIMO's f i rst  president f i Í teen
years ago, i t  remains the c lassic book on
the armed struggle.

Bar ry  Muns low.  Mozamblque:  The
Revolut lon and l ts Orlglns (London,
1983).  Analyzes the transÍormat ion and
radical izat ion of  FRELIMO.

John Saul. A DlÍÍerent Road? Soclallsm
In Mozamblque (New York,  1983).
Examines transformat ion taking place in
a  n u m b e r  o Í  s t r a t e g i c  s e c t o r s
( a g r i c u l t u r e ,  h o u s i n g ,  e d u c a t i o n ,
heafth) in contemporary Mozambique.



. O P E R A T I O N  P R O D U C T I O N '
UNDER WAY

A program to relocate thousands of
unemployed ci ty dwel lers to rural  areas
e n g a g e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n
started in mid-June. In the Í i rst  phase,
those unemployed were encouraged to
s ign  up  and ind ica te  the i r  p re fe rence fo r
the  d is t r i c t  to  wh ich  they  wou ld  be
a s s i g n e d .  T h o s e  w i t h  s k i l l s  w e r e
promised that al l  ef for ts would be made
to  p lace  them in  work  re la t ing  to  the i r
area of  special ty.

Thousands d id  s ign  up  across  the
count ry .  But  many who d id  no t  a re  now
subject  to forceable removal  unless they
can produce pressing reasons for not
leav ing .  In  p r inc ipa l ,  a l l  ind iv idua ls  over
16 w i thout  permanent  employment  a re
sub jec t  to  th is  ac t ion  bu t  there  are  many
categor ies of  exemptions such as those
Íor students and housewives. Local
hear ings are being held across the
count ry  to  examine the  c i rcumstances
of others who may be exempt.

The Min is te r  o Í  Jus t ice  and o ther
of f ic ia ls have assured the populat ion
that al l  aspects of  legal  procedures are
to  be  uphe ld  dur ing  the  process  o Í
relocat ion and ci t izens have been
encouraged to report  any abuses.

'Operat ion Product ion'  is  part  of  the
Government 's answer to several  of  the
p r o b l e m s  c u r r e n t l y  p l a g u e i n g  t h e
country.  The next issue of  Mozambican
Notes  w i l l  examine the  background,
impact,  execut ion and expectat ions of
th is  p rogram in  de ta i l .

OMM PLANS NATIONAL
M E E T I N G

Sixty- three part ic ipants assembled
in Maputo July 27-August 2 to begin
p lann ing  Ío r  a  na t iona l  con ference o Í  the
O M M - t h e  M o z a m b i c a n  W o m e n ' s
O r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w i l l
e x a m i n e  p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  p r i m a r i l y
af fect  women in the society.

Themes to be discussed at  the
upcoming conÍerence inc lude in i t ia t ion
r i tes,  premature and Íorced marr iages,
adu l te ry ,  abandonment  and separa t ion ,
divorce, prost i tut ion and other social
s i tuat ions relat ing to the l ives of
Mozambican women.

The documenr  coming ou t  o Í  the
prepara tory  meet ing  spoke o f  the
necessi ty of  paying at tent ion not only to
problems related to intergrat ing women
into the work force but also to problems
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re la t ing  to  conso l ida t ion  o f  the  fami ly
and women's act ive part ic ipat ion in
educat ion .

M O Z A M B I Q U E  A N D  T H E  U N I T E D
STATES NAME NEW
AMBASSADORS

A new American ambssador was
d e s i g n a t e d  Í o r  M o z a m b i q u e  b y
President Reagan. He is 45 year old
career diplomat M. Peter Jon de Vos.
From 1980-83 he was the ambassadorto
Guinee-B issau and Cape Verde.  Jon de
Vos replaces Wil lard de Pree who lef t  in
1980.

Mozambique's new ambassador to
the  Un i ted  Nat ions  ar r i ved  in  New York
in  ear ly  September .  He is  Manue l  dos
Santos.  He was formerly Mozambique's
ambassador  to  Tanzan ia .  Mozambique
a lso  announced the  name o f  i t s  f i r s t
ambassador to the Uni ted States.  He is
Valer iano Ferrao who was the Secretary
of State for  Foreign Affairs in the
Ministry of  Foreign AÍÍairs,

RUTH FIRST'S DEATH
COMMEMORATED

A ser ies  o f  lec tu res  re la t ing  to  Ruth
First  and her work is part  of  the
commemorat ion  ac t iv i t ies  p lanned to
remember  soc io log is t  Ruth  F i rs t  who
was k i l led  by  a  le t te r  bomb on August  18 ,
1982.  A t  the  t ime she was in  her  o f f  i ce  a t
the  Af  r i can  Stud ies  Center  on  the
campus o f  the  Eduardo Mond lane
Univers i ty  in  Maputo .

Ruth  F i rs t  was  a  wh i te  South  Af  r i can
who a f te r  years  o f  cha l leng ing  the
apar the id  po l i c ies  o f  her  count ry  and
be ing  ja i led  there  f led  to  Eng land.  She
reset t led  in  Mozambique in  1978 where
s h e  b e c a m e  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f
lnvest igat ions at  the Afr ican Studies
Center.  She was the author of  several
b o o k s  i n c l u d i n g  B l a c k  G o l d ,  T h e
Mozambican Miner, a study of the
i m p a c t  a n d  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o Í  t h e
Mozambican labor Í low to South Af r ican
mines ,  pub l i shed pos thumous ly  th is
year.

Ruth First  was ki l led because oÍ  the
close ident i f icat ion of  her husband and
herse l f  w i th  the  ANC and i t s  goa ls .
Agents of  the South Afr ican regime are
bel ieved by the Mozambicans to be
responsible Íor  the at tack which also

W o u n d e d  B r i g e t t  O ' L a u g l i n ,  a n
American professor who worked with
Ruth First  at  the Center.

M I N I N G  T E C H N I C I A N S  K I L L E D

In  the  dawn o f  August  21 ,  a  g roup o f
a r m e d  b a n d i t s  o v e r r a n  a  m i n i n g
instal lat ion in Zambezi  Province. Two
M o z a m b i c a n  m i l i t i a  m e m b e r s  w h o
w o r k e d  a t  t h e  m i n e  w e r e  k i l l e d
deÍend ing  the  ins ta l la t ion .  Two Sov ie t
g e o l o g i s t s ,  t h e r e  a s  p a r t  o f  a n
internat ional  cooperat ion agreement
between the two countr ies,  were k i l led
by  mach ine-gun f i re  in  the i r  bedrooms.
Twenty-four other Soviet  technic ians
were  k idnapped f rom the i r  res idence.
O t h e r  f o r e i g n  w o r k e r s  w e r e  l e f t
unharmed,  bu t  two Mozambican women
and two young ch i ld ren  were  a lso
repor ted  k idnapped.

At tacks  s ing l ing  ou t  Ío re igners
w o r k i n g  i n  M o z a m b i q u e  b y  t h e  M N R  g o
back  many years  w i th  the  k idnapp ing
and murders  o f  Por tuguese workers .
S ince  then workers  o f  many o ther
nat iona l i t ies  have been k idnapped.  An
I t a l i a n  e m p l o y e e  o f  t h e  e l e c t r i c

company k idnapped in  Apr i l  was  re leased
i n  J u l y .

The a im o f  such a t tacks  is  to
f  r igh ten  o Í f  fo re ign  techn ic ians  and
c l o s e  d o w n  p r o j e c t s  o f  s p e c i a l
economica l  impor tance to  Mozambique.

P R E P A R A T I O N S  F O R  T H E
C R E A T I O N S  O F  T R A D E  U N I O N S

A conference to establ ish t rade
u n i o n s  i n  M o z a m b i q u e  i s  s c h e d u l e d  t o
take place on October 13. Preparat ions
for  the  conÍerence,  inc lud ing  e lec t ions
of delegates Í rom each province, were
started months ago. A meet ing oÍ
p roduc t ion  counc i l s  he ld  on  June 30
urged al l  workers to part ic ipate.  In
August ,  smal l  g roups  went  in to  fac to r ies
to explain the importance of  the new
un ion  fo rmat ions  to  workers  th roughout
the country.

o o  o o  o o

Go See For  Yourse l Í .  The
M o z a m b i q u e  R e s o u r c e  C e n t e r  i s
present ly  o rgan iz ing  a  summer  1984
vis i t  to Mozambique for interested
ind iv idua ls .  l t  i s  a  t r ip  p lanned to  p rov ide
m a x i m u m  e x p o s u r e  t o  m o d e r n
Mozambican society.  Detai ls wi l l  be
a n n o u n c e d  s o o n .  O r g a n i z a t i o n s
wish ing  to  v is i t  Mozambique as  a  g roup
s h o u l d  c o n t a c t  t h e  M o z a m b i q u e .
Resource Center for  informat ion.
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SOUïH  AFRICA ATTACKS AGAt ' \ j
( C o n t i n u e d  Í r o m  p a g e  1 )

Sou th  A Í r i can  re f  ugees -some  ANC
members -who  l i ved  on  t he  ou t sk i r t s  o f
Mapu to .

Bu t  t he  1981  a t t ack  aga ins t  ANC
h o m e s  i n  M a s e r u ,  L e s o t h o ,  c o i n c i d i n g
w i t h  t h e  B e i r a  o i l  f a c i l i t i e s  a s s a u l t ,  w a s  a
warn rng  t o  Mozamb ique  t ha t  Mapu to
w o u l d  b e  n e x t .  T h i s  J a n u a r y  M N R
in i t i a ted  an  o f f ens i ve  t o  cap tu re -o r  a t
l eas t  i so la te - sou the rn  Mozamb ique .
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l .  A c c o r d i n g  t o
Sebas t i ao  Mabo te ,  Mozamb ique ' s  ch ie Í
o f  s ta f Í ,  by  Ap r i l  MNR fo rces  i n  t he  a rea
had  been  rou ted .

I t  i s  a g a i n s t  t h i s  b a c k d r o p  t h a t
Sou th  A Í r i ca  l aunched  the  recen t  a i r
a t t ack  on  Mapu to .  Os tens ib l y ,  t he  a t t ack
was  i n  rep r i sa l  f o r  an  ANC a t t ack  i n
P re to r i a  seve ra l  days  ea r l i e r .  A l t hough
Sou th  A f  r i ca  c l a imed  tha t  i t  s t r uck  on l y
a t  A N C  m i l i t a r y  b a s e s  i n  M o z a m b i q u e ,  a
g roup  o Í  r epo r te r s  t ou r i ng  t he  a rea
unesco r ted  sa id ,  "A l l  t he  v i c t ims  appea r
to  be  c i v i l i ans  and  t he re  was  no  ev idence
o Í  h i t s  connec ted  w i t h  t he  ANC,  and  no
s i g n  o f  M o z a m b i c a n  m i s s i l e
i n s t a l l a t i o n s . "

The re  was  a  c l ea r  message  i n  t he
a t t a c k ,  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  i n  M a t o l a ,
M o z a m b i q u e ' s  p r i n c i p a l  i n d u s t r i a l  z o n e :
Mozamb ique ' s  f r ag i l e  economy  w i l l  be
held  hostage.  Many fear  the next  target
w i l l  be  t he  L impopo  va l l ey ,  t he  na t i on ' s
b r e a d b a s k e t ,  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  e a s y
s t r i k i ng  d i s tance  o f  t he  Sou th  A f r i can
border .

Despi te  South Af r ican at tempts  a t
i n t i m  i d a t i o n ,  M o z a m  b i q  u e  l e a d e r s
remain both Í i rmly  opposed to  the rac is t
system oÍ  apar the id  and commit ted to
p rov id i ng  sanc tua ry  f o r  Sou th  A f r i can
refugees.  Based on the i r  own war t ime
e x p e r i e n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e y  r e m a i n
conv inced  t ha t  r evo lu t i ona ry  change  i n
South AÍ r ica cannot  come Í rom the
ou ts i de  bu t  on l y  t h rough  the  i n te rna l
s t ruggle  o Í  the South Af r ican people .
F o r  M o z a m b i q u e ' s  u n Í l i n c h i n g
oppos i t i on  t o  apa r the id ,  i t s  commi tmen t
to  create a  non-rac ia l  soc ia l is t  soc ie ty
and i ts  e f for ts  to  forge an independent
reg iona l  economy ,  t he  young  na t i on  w i l l
undoub ted l y  su f Í e r  many  more  Sou th
Afr ican at tacks,  a long wi th  o ther  f ront -
l i ne  coun t r i es  such  as  Z imbabwe  and
Ango la .

FRIENDS ond NEIGHBORS
LESOTHO:  SOUTH AFRICA TRIES
BLACKMAIL

L e s o t h o  i s  a  s m a l l  i n d e p e n d e n t
na t i on  wh i ch  has  t he  m is fo r t une  o f
b e i n g  s u r r o u n d e d  c o m p l e t e l y  b y
a n o t h e r  c o u n t r y - S o u t h  A Í r i c a .  A l l
access  t o  t he  sea  and  o the r  A f r i can
coun t r i es  i s  con t ro l l ed  by  Sou th  A Í r i can
b o r d e r  p a t r o l s .  S o u t h  A Í r i c a  i s  u s i n g  t h i s
pecu l i a r  geog raph i c  s i t ua t i on  t o  d i c ta te
to  Lesotho what  i ts  re Íugee po l ic ies
s h o u l d  b e .

Lesotho of f ic ia ls  say that  between
2000-3000 b lack South Af r icans have
o Í Í i c i a l  UN  re fugee  s ta tus  i n  Leso tho .
T h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t  c l a i m s
tha t  Leso tho  i s  a  l aunch ing  base  Í o r
ANC a t t acks  aga ins t  Sou th  A Í r i ca  and
h a s  d e m a n d e d  t h a t  a l l  A N C  m e m b e r s  b e
expe l l ed .  Sou th  A f r i ca ' s  de f i n i t i on  o Í
A N C  m i l i t a n t s  i n c l u d e s  a n y o n e  w h o  m a y
oppose  t he  reg ime ' s  apa r the id  po l i c i es
whe the r  t hey  a re  ac tua Í  members  o f  t he
A N C  b r  n o t .

B o t h  e c o n o m i c  b l o c k a d i n g  a n d
d i rec t  m i l i t a r y  a t t acks  have  been  used
aga ins t  t he  t i ny  na t i on .  Las t  December ,
4 2  p e o p l e - m o s t l y  n o n - S o u t h
A Í r i cans -we re  k i l l ed  i n  a  ra i d  by  Sou th
A Í r i can  t r oops  i n  Mase ru ,  Leso tho ' s
capi ta l .  Lesotho fears  a  repeat  a t tack
and  w i t hou t  i n te rna t i ona l  i n te r ven t i on
on  i t s  s i de ,  i t  w i l l  be  f o r ced  t o  seve re l y
res t r i c t  o r  expe l  b l ack  Sou th  A f  r i cans  i n
Leso tho .

N A M I B I A :  I N D E P E N D E N C E
TALKS STALLED

The Secretary General  o Í  the Uni ted
N a t i o n s ,  J a v i e r  P e r e z  d e  C u e l l a r ,
t rave led  to  southern  Af r i ca  in  August  to
ta lk  w i th  South  Af r i can  o Í Í i c ia ls  and
SWAPO leaders in an at tempt ' to
overcome the  impasse in  ta lks  on  the
imp lement ing  o f  U:N.  Reso lu t ion  435
which  wo ' r ld  end South  Af r i can  cont ro l
over  Namib ia .

In  a  new tw is t  on  an  o ld  theme,
South AÍr ica dropped two of  i ts  previous
object ions to certain parts oÍ  the plan
and made the presence oÍ  Cuban troops
in  Ango la  the  cent ra l  i ssue.

The Cuban troops were requested
by  the  Ango lan  government  in  1976 to
h e l p  d u r i n g  f i g h t i n g  w i t h  U N I T A ,  a  b l a c k
ant i -government  g roup backed by
South AÍr ica.  South AÍr ican troop
invasions at  the t ime threatened to
overrun much oÍ  the country.  Angolan

of  Í i c ia ls  have long sa id  tha t  Cuban
t roops  wou ld  be  asked to  leave once the
threa t  o f  South  Af r i ca  invas ion  or
occupat ion  was removed.

The ques t ion  o f  ' l i nkage 'o f  the  issue
oÍ  Cuban t roops  in  Ango la  to  the
independence o Í  Namib ia  has  been
r e j e c t e d  b y  m o s t  c o u n t r i e s  a n d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g
t h e  O A U .  T h e  U . S .  g o v e r n m e n t
cont inues  to  suppor t  the  v iewpo in t  o f
South  Af r i ca .

The issue o Í  Namib ian  independ-
ence w i l l  be  one o Í  the  pr inc ip le  top ics
d e b a t e d  a t  t h e  n e x t  U N  G e n e r a l
Assembly .

A N G O L A :  T H E  F I G H T  F O R
CANGAMBA

For  e igh t  days ,  in  August ,  the  South
Afr ican backed UNITA forces with as
many as 3000 men at tacked the town of
Cangamba in  the  cent ra l  zone o Í
A n g o l a .  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  b o m b e r s
suppor ted  the  an t i -government  Ío rces
of  UNITA in  the i r  a t tempt  to  occupy  the
v i l a .  C a n g a m b a  i s  s t r a t e g i c a l l y
important because oÍ  the road access to
other areas located there and i ts
prox imi ty  to  Luanda,  the  cap i ta l .

H e a v y  a r t i l l e r y  w a s  u s e d  t o
completely devastate the town which
suf fe red  many c iv i l ian  casua l i t ies .  South
Afr ican troops are said to have f i red
d i rec t l y  on  c iv i l ian  areas  as  we l l  as
Ango lan  t roop pos i t ions  wh ich  were
deÍend ing  the  town.

The Ango lans  managed to  tu rn
back the at tackers aÍ ter  having inÍ l ic ted
heavy 'casua l i t ies  among the i r  ranks .
After the complete destruct ion oÍ  the
town by South Afr ican forces and the
evacuat ion of  the populat ion to safer
areas, Angolan forces withdrew to other
d e f e n s e  l i n e s .

Ango lan  au thor i t ies  ca l led  on  the
in te rna t iona l  communi ty  to  condemn
the repeated invasions oÍ  Angolan
terr i tory by South Afr ica and demanded
that South Afr ica and South Afr ican-
backed UNITA Íorces withdraw from
southern  Ango lan  te r r i to ry  he ld  by  them
s i n c e  A u g u s t  1 9 8 1 .

The South AÍr ican regime's at tempt
to destabal ize Angola is part ia l ly  in
retai l iat ion for  Angolan support  to
SWAPO freedom fighters.



THE HISTORY OF FRELIMO
(Cont inued from page 7)

s u r v e i l l a n c e .  I n  t h e  t w o  n o r t h e r n
provinces of  Niassa and Cabo Delgado
FRELIMO's peasant network provided
c r i t i c a l  s u p p l i e s  a n d  a m m u n i t i o n .
G r a d u a l l y ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  w i t h o u t
se tbacks ,  FRELIMO conso l ida ted  i t s
power  and drove the  co lon ia l  fo rces  ou t
o f  the  sur round ing  reg ions  progress-
ive ly  expand ing  the  l ibera ted  zones .  By
1 9 6 8  t h e  i n s u r g e n t s  c o n t r o l l e d
approximately 20-25 percent oÍ  the area
and had opened a  th i rd  f ron t  in  the
strategical ly important central  province
oÍ Tete.

The expans ion  o f  the  l ibera ted
areas, however,  created new problems
Í o r  F R E L I M O - p r o b l e m s  w h i c h
required creat ive solut ions.  Once areas
had been l iberated, the colonial  state
appara tus  d ismant led  and exp lo i ta t i ve
c o l e n i a l  e c o n o m i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s
d isbanded,  new economic ,  soc ia l  and
pol i t ical  structures and relat ions of
p roduc t ion  had to  be  in t roduced,  For
t h e s e  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  p r e c e d e n t s .
Moreover,  to guarantee the act ive
invo lvement  o f  the  peasants  in  bo th  the
l ibera ted  zone and the  areas  o f  con f l i c t ,
FRELIMO had to  o f fe r  them more  than
just  the end of  the colonial  order-what
was demanded was a  v is ion  o f  hope f  o r  a
new and just  society.

From the outset oÍ  the armed
s t r u g g l e  F R E L I M O  w a s  Í o r c e d  t o
become more  than jus t  a  na t iona l i s t
movement .  Desp i te  the  un i ted  f ron t  i t
p resented  to  the  wor ld ,  FRELIMO was
real ly two ent i t ies throughout much of
t h i s  e a r l y  p h a s e - " a  c o n v e n t i o n a l
na t iona l i s t  movement  unab le  to  secure
an easy transi t ion to Power and a
revo lu t ionary  movement  s t rugg l ing  to
be born . "

The demands p laced on  FRELIMO
b y  i t s  s u c c e s s e s  h e i g h t e n e d  t h e
conf l i c t ing  ideo log ies  wh ich  had been
submerged w i th in  FRELIMO s ince  i t s
incept ion-the Í i rst ,  rooted in a narrow
nat iona l i s t  t rad i t ion ,  sought  mere ly  to
capture the colonial  state.  The second,
i  ncreasingly com mit ted to revol  ut ionary
nat ional ism, recognized the necessi ty to
transÍorm basic social  and economic as
wel l  as pol i t ical  re lat ions.  By 1968 these
t w o  d i f f e r e n t  " l i n e s " - a s  F R E L I M O
per iod ica ls  came increas ing ly  to  re fe r to
them-each with adi f ferent social  v is ion
and class or ientat ion openly contested
f  o r  power .

(To be cont inued in the next issue.)

o o  o o  o o

Resourcês The Mozambique Resource
Center  car r ies  books  and repor ts
relat ing to the Fourth Party Congress as
wel l  as  o ther  top ics  pub l i shed in  Eng l ish
by the Mozambique Nat ional  Inst i tute of
Books and Records.  For a complete l is t ,
please write us.
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with Rhodesian and later South Af r ican
i n v a s i o n s  i n t o  M o z a m b i q u e .
Cooperanfes as others are affected by
secur i ty measures,  which are at  t imes
cumbersome,  to  ensure  the i r  own
safety.  The Íear oÍ  v io lence can also
make fo r  anx ious  moments .

F e w  c o o p e r a n t e s  Í o u n d  t h e i r
"n iche"  on  the  f i rs t  day  a t  the  job .  Most
had to work hard to Í ind i t .  A new
language had to be mastered f i rst .
Cooperantes had to adapt to work
procedures  or  methods  somet imes very
di f ferent f rom what they had known
back in the Uni ted States.  Often they
found themse lves  s t rugg l ing  to  per fo rm
the same type of  work done in the States
but  w i thout  the  ava i lab i l i t y  o Í  equ ipment
and mater ia l  needed.

Mozambique is  a  beaut i Íu l  count ry .
I t s  b e a c h e s ,  i t s  o p e n  Í i e l d s  a n d
count rys ide  are  a l l spec ia l .  However ,  the
rea l  beauty  and s t rength  o f  Mozambique
is  i t s  peop le .  Work ing  in  Mozambique
prov ides  no t  on ly  an  oppor tun i ty  to
cont r ibu te  to  a  peop le 's  deve lopment
but  a lso  prov ides  a  s t imu lan t  to  the
growth  o f  those who go  there .

W o r k i n g  i n  M o z a m b i q u e  i s  n o t
w i thout  i t s  d i Í f i cu l t ies  as  Amer icans
there  w i l l  a f f i rm.  But  i t  has  i t s  own
rewards .  V iews f  rom Amer icans  who l i ve
w i t h i n  w i l l  a d d  a n o t h e r  d i m e n s i o n  w h i c h
y o u  w i l l  f  i n d  v a l u a b l e  t o  t h e
unders tand ing  o Í  l i Íe  in  the  New
Mozambique.  Fu ture  ar t i c les  in  th is
space w i l l  exp lo re  the  re Í lec t ions  o Í  pas t
and presenl  cooperantes on their  l ives in
Mozambique.
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Please c l ip  and return to
P.O.Box 2A06, Madison Sq.

The Mozambique
Station, New York,

Resource Center.
N.Y.  10159.

Ame r i co n s i n tVlozern b i q ue
T h e  w o r d  c o o p e r a t a n t e  i s  a

P o r t u g u e s e  w o r d  f o r  " o n e  w h o
c o o p e r a t e s  w i t h . "  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f
Mozambique, i t  refers to those who work
on cont rac t  fo r  the  government  in  one o f
i t s  s e v e r a l  m i n i s t r i e s .  S i n c e
Independence more  than 30  Amer icans
of di Í ferent professions, have spent Í rom
two to f ive years as cooperantes in
Mozambique.  Most  le f t  fo r  Mozambique
f  rom the  U.S.  a f te r  1977.

The reasons  fo r  go ing  are  as
d i f fe ren t  as  the  persona l i t ies  invo lved.
Most  des i red  to  make a  cont r ibu t ion  in
some way to  the  deve lopment  o Í  a  newly
independent  count ry  wh ich  they  saw
st r i v ing  to  d ras t ica l l y  improve the  l i ves
o f  i t  c i t i zens  under  g rea t  hand icaps .  For
many i t  was  the  w ish  to  work  in  a  p lace
where  one 's  ab i l i t ies  a re  apprec ia ted
and c r i t i ca l l y  needed.

Most oÍ  the cooperantes who have
worked in  Mozambique had fo l lowed
F R E L I M O ' s  s t r u g g l e  t o  d e f  e a t
P o r t u g u e s e  c o l o n i a l i s t s .  F o r  t h e s e
ind iv idua ls  i t  was  a  chance to  see and
exper ience fo r  themse lves  the  rea l i t y  o f
the  Mozambican promise .

N o  m a t t e r  h o w  w e l l  i n f  o r m e d
cooperanÍes may have thought they
were  about  Mozambique be Íore  the i r
departure,  few were truly prepared Íor
the i r  new exper ience.  The pover ty  i s
there ,  bu t  so  is  the  s t rength  and
determinat ion  to  e l im ina te  i t .  On a  day-
to -day  leve l ,  the  supp ly  shor tages  wh ich
a f  f  e c t  M o z a m  b i c a n s  a l s o  a Í Í e c t
cooperantes.  War,  which should have
ended w i th  independence,  cont inued
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