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MARNING CLASS.
They gpeak of crushing German militarism. What

M amtesto, lroyeville Election.

... - _ ‘ hy ])()(‘I itical cant! German militarism i enthroned in EKneland

o the Electors of Troveville: _r S - to-tay.. The workersof Britain are competiled to carry a pass
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The International Soc 1alist Le: L of *"”h Area ke the native wage-carners in thix eountry.  Thev dare not
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lection in the Troyeville Division. The s t t General Klderion w“plm er<, Where ix the Hberty they arve fighting ~i"nr“ 2 Lhis,

~wis fought on the ‘ssue of the Great War., "The League and <~ castineg out thoe dovil of CGerman militarism with the aid of
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it tie oV reh=dovil o or conseviption for the battlefield and for the

up thatissue from-the workersin thix clection.  Fothe capi- woprkschop, PRUSSIANISM WILL HENCEFORTH Ri

it~ candidate do no propose to et the capitalist . Parliesch
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1 sl WARhas become - profitable games and PEACE @ 150 BRITAIN TUOUGH BRITISI ARMIES ENTER
- B }_,“%_‘,.-h(w- thev donot like to tact: - BIRTLIN.

3 | The Candidate of the International, Me. Caolin Wade. - q Phe people of soath Atvica have escaped the worst
" :-;t..;ml-u uu' as the representative of the nnlx _.«.Uhi-. aprtalis horrors of the war.  So much amore then i<t their dury o

C Party new in South Africa. Al the other Partice at this  oppose it But the chains whieh have been welded o the
| ¢lection a I( cupporters or alires of the ¢ ])i’tt;a list<.  Letthe Working class ”3:? orope are being prepared r%”'_ heworgers
workers ot be fooled with the idea (et o Toahoidr Party. of  South Africa olso. W would warn the workers thai
pow that it has expelled all vevolutionary elements, iz a Party Caprtalist Governments have no gratitude. No consideraty)

h o the working class The Unionist and Soath African Paties W e given for the pateisii=m of the workersin this war, Andd
‘ (o fieht Labovr in-thiceonto. the alternatives are o=t srely beino {‘f}'llf(,‘n]})lili'(}{_] Of etthey

g hive not elosed their ranks
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the state ol industria] compulsion thet ~already - binds

wWhe Wage workors, or reducing. thes, 1o
P P'(')'lf‘ R will be more open and fierce than evelds ond they ‘
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The SGCODd Annual bonference
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- The second Annual Conference .ot |

?

the International Soeialist League
‘held last Sundav at the Trades Hall,,
J()hanneshulg, WAas st\ an epochal
character. Allthe Branches were re-
presented,- except Krugersdorp. - But
(,'oml ade;Geo Mason was pr esent from
that district as a membeu Other

membels fromjfulthel afield were com-
S. Gr. Rich,;who made mtel esting

¢
;

‘1, 1 \ In
contributions to the discussion, and

Comrade L. D. Goodenough, from Am..--nt
anzimtoti and Umkomaas respectively. 1
Fraternal delezates were also present j}
from Pretoria Socialist Society, C OMm- B

rades Blake gnd Conolly. Durban, E
Benonl, Germiston, the Johannesburg
- bmnchee, had their full fuota of dele-
cates. Behind the delugates, members
W1th the ught to speak but not vote

altlclpated in ‘the proceedings.
- Social Democratic Federation of Cape-
town sent the followmcr wire.

. Somahbt -Demoeratlc- Kederation
cend gregetings to International

Socialist LConference and expreSs |
the hope that your deliberations -
will help. ¢ to solidify Socialist"

‘movement . thr_ough{)ut' South |
Africa.’ f _ -

The Conference agendamainly con-
sisted of admlmetratwe matters;—pro-
posals obvicusly artising from ‘the
intense experiences of comrades in the -
movement durmg thé past vear. But
there were also eeveral sharp dlS us.i-_
sions on prmmples ‘mainly on thie
defining of the term ° ‘political action ”

The Conference®opened somewhat
tater than the scheduled} time of 9.a.m.,
Comrade Andrews in the c}*alr durmg

the whole of the day.. - .!
Credentlals passed, and the Manage- |
ment Committee’s recommendatlons on
StandlnoOrderS Edopted the Chairman |
delivered a short address welcoming
the delegates. He referred to ‘the
importance of the Conference, 1idt only
to themselves, but to the workmgclass ,
movement in South Africa. * Our
movement” he said, “had an import-
ance far beyond that of 1ts member-

= . = -~ - o -

!
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The -Report of the Management
Com mittee was proceeded Wlth “One
thlng is 1eauzed by us all,” said the
report ‘““that the conventlonal pre-war }
viewpoint and activities of orthodox i

|
|
;
4
|
|
l
shlp | c L | !
l’
!

Labour Parties are out of date, and
‘the need .everywliere for a body of
* Soclahsts such as the Lieague aspires
to be, abreast of the times, with a !

}

revolutlonary outlook based on the
elearest appreciation of the

claes

:..:;'_"wmeh 1s due to Comrade Barner,
signed as

The

amphfy and to

struggle in its moxt modern I"()rmé. has
~become more urgent than ever. s
The Press Committee's
<chewed an adhievement 1N financine a
for so numerically
nruch of the.

paper
moveme nt:
wlto
Treasurer. The Reports’

reeommendation to trrn - The Inter-

national ¥ into a monthly, owing to

the large deﬁmt met by comradés, was
not adopted. And there wax an all
hut unanimeue desire evident to carry
on the paper in the comlng vear w ith
unabated wvigour. {
Coming to theimotions on the

-agenda, the Conference d2emed it un-

wise to adopt the Objective of the
Socialist Labour  Party of  Great
Britain. ~ But the motion of o

Western Dlstncts Blancheto include

= Industrial Unionisni
()f the Lefw'ue Was
Ob]ectx now read :

"in the Objectx
carried. The
1o propaocute

’1 the principles of International Soua/zwz
rf)zdmlrzal nionismand anti-militarismn.’

A vigorous (IISCLIQRIUI] ensued over
interpretations of the political action

clauee 1 the (‘onetltutlon Motions to

nullify that clau%e

were alike voted down. But it was

- __made an instruction to th-= Manade-

ment Oonlmlttee “to at all times urge

On branéheq to take active interest in
the work of state muncipal and other
public bodies.” R |

. The - Conf_erenee declared its com-:
‘plete

political mdependence mn a
reselution providing that,
ber of the League shall be allowed to
organise, canvass, speak for- or
In any way whatsoever,
opponent or other
party.” ' |
~ The Constitution of the Manage-
ment Committee then came up ‘fer
review, and a sub-committee having
sat during the tea interval, their report
was adopted ; with the result that the
M. C. now contains 13 members 111~

stead of 9. And the Press and Fmance

Committees were made sub-committees
of the M. C. |

- An 1mportant resolutlon was car-
ried providing that any member of the
League holding public office shall not
be eligible to sit as a member upon

ASSISt
any. political
political body or

the Management Cmnnnttee
This done, the Conference pro-

ceeded to elect its M-anagement Com-

nnttee for the ensuing year, as follows:

h Andrew Watson. Vzce-
T. Chapman and C. B.

Chairman ..
Chairmen:

Tyvler.

b Jd. 4.
Report

small  a
credit for

" No mem- |

Jannarv 1Y, 1917

Troasiorer. 1. . Becker. @ Scc-
potarv-rLditor o DL fvon Jonex. fove-
cative members : - W. Keid, John Camp-
bell, Fred Robertson, H. Barendrest,
‘Andrews,§1J.j den Bakker, D.
Smith. .J. Bacharach. ( 3 carpenters,
2 fitters. 1 Ilectrician, a Sampler, a

Cabinet maker, a pipe-fitter, a brick-
laver, a2 blacksmith, and a book-
keeper!! -with the cexception of the

Secretarv-Isditor, a complete change of
personnel. )

‘On resuming
evening, a vervinteresting discussion
took place on the payment of fines in-
flicted for Socialist propaganda. Kven-

nally the following rnotiQn by com-
rade Barendregt was adopted :

“That the organisation in case of
prosecution of speakers and prooa-
vandists of the League, make pro-
vicion for direct dependents ot the

again on Monday

nrosecuted, but that no fines be
paid on behalf. of such propagan-
“ists, '

Ths discussion of course arose {from

the prosecutions of comrades during the
year. o ’

The  Conference then suspen(lcd '
standing orders to discuss the 1103 eville
Klection, and the nomination of Comrade
(folin Wade for that contest was endorsed

with enthusiasm.

Before ceasiny its labours the (‘on-
ference discussed a motion by Com-
rade Dunbar™ that the
sympathy

Conference
with the
have

express  its
.. W. W,
<entenced to

members who

been imprisonment
in Australia.”
expressed that this might be construed
as a declaration of policy on sabotage,
and provisoes were sought to be inclu-
ded, but the Conference decided that
that would vitiate the expression of
sympathy, and the motion as proposed
was agreed to l)e eent to the 1. W W.
in Australia. |

The Conference then aro<e with

the singing of the Red I'lag.
€ O o - .

Much misgiving was

Thus the Conference has in effect
given orders that the course which the
LLeague, and its paper ' The Inter-
national, has pursued in the past, shall
be continued with redoubled vigour.
And the appointment of an M. C.
animated with the fire of the Class

Struggle 1s sufficient guarantee that

this yeartoo the League will not be

unworthy. of the trust lmpoeed upon it

as a section ()f the great New Inter-
national. "

Havc you subscrnbed to “The Inter-

national," 53. per annum, pest free,
Box 4179, Johanneshurg.
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The political nariequins who mis-

lead the workers by all softs of useless
reforms, (‘Npec;ally along the

Taxation,

They are using the workers as politicat

the, struggle hetween the
<ections of the Capitalist
o which section shall bear the
W hat the workers

pawns In
“different
class ast
heaviest taxation.
have o realize is, whelhe
trial cqpital?ief or
the big Capltd,hst small capitalist or

/’]‘mddlenmn pays the taxes, makes no

earthly difference to thein.

The want of knowledge of econo-
mics on the ;[_)*-11't of the workers allow
them to fall an ‘-}“)i-ey to these
__political adventurers.

easy

recognise the Iron Law of supply and-
demand in the Labour Mar ket, where
one. agamst*

the workers compete
anothel and' by so doing keep down

- wages to a bare subsistence.
Labour Robbed in the Worksh()p, -
Labour produceq the wealth of the
* Wmld and “where the workers are
ﬁ'obbed i< in the workshops,”’the mines,
ete. and not by the
. gatherer. Of the wealth ploduued the
the workers get but ‘one fifth. The

other four ﬁfths 1S a,nnexed by the
apltahst claqs out of which is paid -

Railways,

line of
mo deceiving 1he workaers,

the indus-
Farming inter es’r;,“ ‘

They do not

Tax _

R

the income tax and most of the QtlleL,, '

taxes required to maintain the State: !
The workers undoubtedly out of
‘the wages they receive pdﬁ? rent for
-‘the houses. thev live in, 1In W’thh 18
1ncluded the taxes paid by the OWners
Q,f these houses, also any tax which
‘may be levied on commodities they

consume. But what has to be realised

by the workers is that, were 1t possible
to remove all taxation from all houses .

they use, or c. mmodltlee they con-

the lemova,l

SUume,

the bare subsistence line of living
owmo' to the law of supply

‘mand. 3 .
| The Unemployed Army.

‘market ; and the amount of wages he
receives in exchange is regulated by

the number of a.pphcants for WOI‘I(.___

If there are: few unemployed there is a
-tendency for wages to rise. If work

is scarce, the number of unemployed |

iS mcreased and the worker, for the

of these taxes

would have a tendency to reduce tlle"_

~cost of lwlng but only temPOTdTIIY:f
f as Wages would automatically fall to

and c%— |

~ The workers’ power 1o labour is a
" commodity he has to sell in the labour

of any reduction in the cost of

shorten their lives.
in spite of the hundreds of thousands
killed in mines, railways and work-

tion ‘is the incentive to work,
plop of the qutem

or, at best a fraction® higher,
long to a strongly mﬂ'ameed mdustl 1al

| union.

l‘HL INTT, R\ \[lO\'{L .

sake of tood for his wiie and children.
takés what iz offered him by the man
that owns the joi. *

The capitalist= are by no medns

phllantlnophlstk, and take advanitage

[vinge
to reduce wages accordingly.

Workers competing  in the labour
market for the rieht

their status as human beings.

to live. h;l\‘e v

l heyv i BNC
on exaetly the csame footiny ax voret-

ables. clothing, horses, caitle or asses,

| NQ; lower

would not put

taxes, o1 the abohition

of taxes, anvihing in
the worker<s pockets,
irrecistible force, compels the workers,

needs

Huan rer,

and renders them pliable to the
of tlile'capitalivtu It compels them to
g0 undOlgu)u nd and work in the mines

It compels them
conditions which
It compels them

for a mere pittance.

to work under

shops to accept all risks, for what can

only be called a starvation wage. It

cannot be otherwise.
The huge cnmy of unemployed —

a necessary and ever present condatlon
of our ple&.ent capitalistic sy&tem-—-—

drives the workers to accept any wages

and any conditions forced on them,—

he that works cheapest gets th2 jod.
Such is the brutality of our present .

system of society, the fear of starva-
1t 18 a

Wage Slavery Cannot be Reformed.

‘This tax question by which the
pohtlcal vote catchers delude
workers, can Only he put to rest, by the

“workers understanding these simple

economic facts. By doing so they will
consign these pole climbing acrobatic
adventurers to. the oblivion they de-
cerve. Let the worker realise that
while they rem aill wage slaves under
a system or fmm of socilety based on
class distinction, they will only receive

from their ma,.stei s a bare subsistence;
if - he bhe-

We as b()(,lf_llx&ts hold tha,L dny

- political or othew party that promises

relief from the present deO'radlng con-
ditions ‘along the line -of reduced
taxation are deceiving the workers

- with a middle class issue: and that -

the only. hope for the workers is in
industrial organisation on the basis of

" taking control of the tools of produc-

tion, and using their votes to capture

the political machinery, giving them

the material forces of

control of

Government; and by doing so end the
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the Labour movement from its true aim.

The

C2iveat o serviee in

side-tracking

leasues message on the War

and the deepersissnes of Capital and 1.ab-

our underlving it; asset fHrth in our Man-

the
Troyeville. It

1esto, will be placed in hands of

every elector in will not
fanlt of

division will not

be our ~every elector 1n - the

know the real issue at

stake.
The
Corner of

Comrades,” roll up to the fight.
the
Dertrams Road, near

the Tickey stages on both the Troveville

Thdmes Itoad and

and Judith Paarl trams.  There is plenty

of work for all at any time of the day-

One open air meeting has already

' lxeld,
every available night,

heen and this will be continued

are. urgenddy needed to back up the

speakers-
- A meeting will bhe held at St Augus-
tine's Hall,

Doornfontein, on Thursday

. S
evening next, when Colin- Wade and all
the other M. P. (s in ihe League will

speak.

- This coming Sunday there will bean
open air meeting at the of the Town Hall,
~will
(lomrade Wade will speak at the

Andrews speak.
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I'n connection with the strike aﬂ'dln%t
cheap coloured” labour on the. Van Ryn

| Mine, an I the subsequmf inquiry, Mr.

the Secretary of the :

Forrester }rown,

Miners Unien has received a letter from

the African Political Organisation (the
Cape ('oloured men's organisation) invit-
ng the Executive of the Miners to a iomt

Conference for an interchange of views:

All sturdy comrades’
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“ which might be the means of arnvmg?

at a ccmpromise which will be to the best:

interest of hoth.’

Comrade Brown’s well known views on -

“the necessity of organising all wage-labour

irrespective of colour gives us hope that

the Cmference will -be held, and
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Federation f avours  Con-
script Labour?

Now, that seems a rash
<av : that the old Federation favours
press report of the [Federation's ‘evi-
dence before the
mmission, advocating State [Mine<, and
the Iederation Secretary’s
‘Having endorsed State Mi-
nmnthp;ece ~of the

thereon.
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T Wirness had said to Mr.
that he id not  chject  to Cape
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were cheap., tle personally was
aitling to work with them if they
oot the same wages as a white
man, and o were qualified- to do
the wesk allotted  ©of them.  In
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