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group of us, both White and Non-White, listened to the Prime pf;;f'hﬂ"f &fﬂm.nwﬂmﬁf
_Minister's Union day message to the nation. Breathlessly, un-
easily, as though English is a foreign tongue to him, he spoke of
Holland and England, of English and Afrikaans speaking South Annual Subscription: 7s.6d.
Africans, of the Boer,Republics and the' creation -
THE*WAYS of the Union of South Africa. Then he informed
OF BLASPHEMY us that we were important to the Western world Editor: RUTH FIRST.
because of our geographic position and our min-
erals and base metals. He made no mention whatever of the Non- IN THIS ISSUE
White peoples of our land, nor of their contribution to the South —
Africa of today and tomorrow. The message ended with an-appeal - i e Phgs...
to the Almighty and we were called upon to strive for greater unity. FROM THE SIDELINES, by
It was uninspired and dull. As he called upon God, my Non-White Phyllis Altman .. ... . —. 2
friends shrugged their shoulders and laughed. *“Who ig his God?®” THE SCANDAL OF STAR-
asked Mrs. R. We had been talking of Sekhukhuneland — of the VATION WAGES, by Alex
war atﬁmnat th&a [i:;reuplet_:l the tﬁgﬂ{ﬂmg}mﬂ:d de%tr?ctinnthc—f crc-pa.f tﬂe P I UL S 3
mass terror and starvation, area ‘ off' from the eyes of the :
world so that the spirit of the Igeople might be the more easily broken. GI;F:.:::::FT E‘i _GE_LL_ _A 4
This is how Apartheid is implemented ; by force and bloodshed. “An-
other Zeerust” we said. We could almost have said “another Lidice”. ERANLS: 1N SRISIS Y.
But our Prime Minister spoke of God. There are many ways in Bernstein ... . cor won e 5
which one can blaspheme. CRACKS IN THE EMPIRE?
by Jog Matthews ... ... .. [
find that I react violently to the use of the phrase, “the Western LETTER FROM LAGOS, by
world”, for it implies that our world is irrevocably divided into Zeke Mphahlels .. . .. 8
two and that war is inevitable. This is the sense in which Mr. Strij-
dom used it, for he told us that we were important to the Western FUNERAL EARTH, Short
world, not because ours is a country of good and Story by Herman Charles
STRANGE wise Government where all peoples flourish, but be- DOBIMAR ..o s s sas stin "
BEDFELLOWS cause we have the materials of war and our geogra- Old Words — New Meanings,
phic position is of strategic importance. And when Rhodesian Glossary ... .. 11
the phrase “the Western world” is used interchangeably with “the
free world”, my sense of outrage is even greater. Immediately prior The SABRA MULTI-RACIAL
to the Prime Minister's message we had listened to the latest news TALHE, by -Fatrwk: v
from France and had heard that President Coty had called up De Rensburg .. — v v e 12
Gaulle to form a Government; De Gaulle, the anti-Parliamentarian, COLOURED PIONEERS OF
brought to power by armed revolt. Now De Gaulle’s name ma ybe THE CONGRESS MOVE-
added to those of Franco, Salazar, Snygman Rhee, Chiang-Kai-Shek MENT, by Lionel Forman 13
—and Strijdom—in whose countries there is a daily assault upon de- :
mocracy, the four freedoms and the Charter of the United Nations, PAUL ROBESON's 60th
What strange bedfellows we find in this ‘free’ Western world, But BIRTHDAY: “The Walls
this iz 1958, not 1936 when Fascism was on the up- Are Tumbling Down.™ .. 14
surge. Recently, students of the University of Ma-
drid issued a clandestine call for unity, which he-

gan: “We, the sons of the victors and the vanquish-
ed in the Civil War, call for unity against Franco.”

Syngman Rhee is artificially bolstered up by the

American Government and Chiang-Kai-Shek in Tai-

wan makes futile, senile gestures against the Peo-

ple’s Republic of China. And Strijdom? He and his

supporters are an anachronism in a rapidly chang-

ilng world—they will build no thousand vear Reich
ere.

rofessor du Plessis of the Potchefstroom Univer-
zity has upset and dismayed Nationalist circles

by telling them a few simple truths. He has point-
ed out that it is unchristian ,unethical and immoral
to deny Non-White South Africans in-
dependence, democratic rights and the
opportunity for the fullest development
of their potentialities. Dr. Verwoerd
has called him irresponsible and it is clear that his
head will roll. But I am interested to read that re-
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cently Professor du Plessis had lunch with Chief
Lutuli and Professor Matthews; a luncheon which
appears to have had a dramatic and startling im-
pact upon him. Luwtuli and Matthews, those agita-
tors, turned out to be wise, calm and reasonable
human beings, men like himself, with whom he must
have found so many points of agreement, so much
to discuss. I am sure that he found enjoyment and
stimulation in their company. Were such lunche-
ons, such contacts, a daily occurrence between all
White and Non-White South Africans, so many of
our problems would disappear. So long as we do
not know each other as ‘people’, s0 long will our
country be torn by strife and bloodshed. When we
meet across the colour-line we ghall find that it does
not exist. “Africa needs a human plan”, said Rit-
chie Calder. OQur aspirations could not be express-
ed more simply or succinetly. .
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ALEX HEPPLE on

The SCANDAL of STARVATION WAGES

Unlklllnd wages are at a disgracefully low level. African
workers, especially, are paid starvation rates. Yet
employérs who aré guilty of inhuman exploitation of their
African employees are protected by the law. Mot only is it
legal to pay starvation wages but in many ways it is illegal
for African workers to fight for improvements, for there
are various laws which prevent them from campaigning for
decent wages.
Africans are not allowed to strike, no matter how intoler-
able their conditions or unjust their employers. If they do,
they are bundied into police plckup vans and carted to the

police station, to be charged under the Mative Labour {[Sat-
tlement of Disputes) Act. In terms of this law, African
strikers can be punished to the extent of a fine of £500 or
three years' imprisonment, or both fine and imprisonment.

Tha Government frowns upon African trade unions and
regards them as subversive organisations and is constantly
urging employers to have no dealings with organised
Africans.

No wonder greedy and inhuman employers ignore all pleas
for wage increases. Mo wonder unskilled wages for Africans
ara 8o low.

The Forgotten Promises

At the beginning of last year, African

workers succeeded in drawing pub-
le attenticon to thelr poverty, when they
refused to pay 4 penny increase inm bus
fares and boycootted the buses. The boy”
cott revived the forgotten statistics of
African poverty and stirred the public
consclence. Employera and the Govern-
ment were compelled to take notice of
the plight of the nation’s poorest work-
era.

In the geperal alarm which the boy-
coft caused, many promises were made,
both by employers and the government.
The Minister of Labour, Senator Jan de
EKlerk, while defending the Government's
neglect, promised that wrongs would
be righted, and announced that he had
drawn up a priority list of 45 trades and
Industries for immediate Iinvestigation
by the Wage Board.

The Leader of the Opposition, Sir de
Villiers Graaff, thersupon observed that
the Minister was shirking the real is-
sue and was hiding behind the slow
moving machinery of the Wage Act.
Obviously, he wanted swift action to
raize the wages on unskilled African
workers.

Employers, too, were ready to make
promises, The President of the Johan-
nesburg Chamber of Commerce called
for “an urgent official investigation into
the economic position of the urban MNa-
tive".

Amidst this wave of promises the bus
boycott ended. Thet was early in Ap-
ril 1957, More than a year has passed
and the promises remain unfulfilled.
The public conscience has relapsed into
its old indifference, the Government
ghielda itzelf behind official delays, and
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the employers dilly dally in amug con-
tentment. Inm a few cases, employers
have conceded small Inecreasez but on
the whole wages have remained un-
changed. Where increases have been
made, they have been either too small
or have falled to take imto account the
continued rise in living costs.

What has happened to the Minister's
list of 45 priorities? What progress
has the Wage Board made?

Wage Board Investigations

8o far, the Wage Board has reported
on only one of the 45 undertakings. This
gingle recommendation, for unskilled la-
bour in Port Elizabeth, proposed an in-
crease of 405 on the previous determin-
ation, (dated 1841) raising the basic
wage from 27/- to 37/6 per week. This
new rate, together with the statutory
cost-of-living allowance, barely meets
the rise In living costs since 1941, A
recommendation of this kind merely
maintains the status quo of the poverty
wages of 1041. It ignores all the factors
of changed social and economic condi-
tions.

If other recommendations follow this
pattern, workers can expect little relief
at the hands of the Wage Board.

Cost-of-Living Allowances

A great deal i3 made of the cost-of-
living allowances pald to workers. It is
alleged that these allowances make up
for increased living costs. But that is
not so.

The statutory c.ol. allowances paid
under War Measure 43 of 1842 do not
make up even one-half of the Increased
costs, a8 measured by the retail price
index. For example, the fixed COLA
on 37/6 I8 18/3. The purpose of the
allowance iz to enable the worker to
buy the same volume of goods with his
£ of today as he could with the £ of
1989, Omn that basis, the allowance oD
37/6 should be 44/- and not 18/8, because
it takes £4-1-6 to buy now what 3I7/8

could buy In 1839. As far as African
workerg are concerned, the shortfall is
probably even greater, for the retail
price index iz not an adequate reflection
of their increased lving costs.

Now that c.o.l. allowances have beén
pegged at March 1953, it should be the
duty of the Wage Board to recommend
accordingly. The Government has made
it guite plain that the allowanceas are
permanently pegged, which makes It
imperative for the Wage Board to make
up the difference.

Bince March 1853, when the allow-
ances were pegged, the retall price in-
dex has risen from 128.9 to 217.6 (March
1858), which i8 an increase of approxi-
mately 1355,

If this increase cannot be recovered
by workers through c.o.l. allowances, it
should be provided in basic wages. The
Wage Eoard cannot ignore this factor
in making its recommendations.

A Minimum Wage

Unskilled labourers, our poorest paid
workers in Industry, commerce, agri-
culture and domestic employment, are
not protected by a legal minimum wage,
sufficient to provide the minimum stan-
dards of life. Too many workers are
living below the breadline. The need
iz to legislate for a MNational minirmum
wage, related to the minimum needs te
maintain a decent existence.

Expert surveys In 1953 and 1954 re-
vedled that the essential minimum eos-
penditure per month for an African
family of five in Johannesburg was
£23-10-4. Bince then, the cost of living
has gone up by more than 109, which
means that the poverty datum line is
now nearly £28 per month. Thig, In
itzelf, shows that the demand for £1 a
day (l.e. £20 to £25 per month) ia far
from “reckless and irresponsible”, as
Mr, Lulofs, President of the Chamber
of Industries described it.

On the contrary, the demand of £l &

day seems to be inadequate, not only
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on the basis of the rellable surveys but
also because living costs continue to
rise. '

Employers’ Responsibility

It seems that employers are now try-
ing to escape their responsibility in this
seandal of starvation wages. In varl-
ous ways they are attempting to shift
the responsibility.

But they could remedy this unhappy
state of affairs on thelr own. There is
nothing to prevent them from tackling
the matter independently of the Gov-
ernment and the Wage Board. Employ-
ers associations, if they had the desire,
could agrec now among themselves to
Inerease wage rates, irrespective of In-
dustrial Council agreements and Wage
Board determinationz. Thereafter, they
could incorporate these increased wages
in their Industrial Council agreements
or advise the Wage Board that they
desire such wages to be fixed by law.

As the matter stands, employers as a
whole have npot fulfilled the promises
made at the time of the bus boycott.
The B8.A. Congress of Trade Uniong,
(the federation catering for African
trade unions), submitted a earefully pre-
pared memorandum on unskilled wages
to the Chambers of Commerce, the
Chamber of Industry, the Chamber of

Mines and the Transvaal Agricultural
Unlon in July 1857. Only the Chamber of
Commerce acknowledged the document,
the rest ignoring it. The Chamber of
Commerce replied that it would be more
appropriate to deal with the wage ques-
tion by way of “statutory machinery”,
presumably meaning the Wage Board
or the Native Labour Board and its
Regional Committees, This would merely

leave things unchanged.

The Chamber of Industries subse-
gquently adopted a hostile attitude to
the idea of ending starvation wages., In
its magazine, “The Manufacturer” of
Beptember 1857, it reported a mesting
of its Non-Eurcpean Affairs Commitiee
as follows:-

“Tha mesting agreed that in
many Instances Native wage scales
were In need of revision, but be-
cause the present protection given
to South African industry was not
as affective as it should be, the
Committea decided that it would
be against the interests of indus-
try to propose any Unionwide in-
wvestigation into unskilled Native
wage rates until the Government
introduced a positive policy for the
protection of South African Indus-

tl‘r.!!

This decizsion iz as ecruel as it i= illo-
gical. It is based upon the old fallacy,
long discredited, that low wages mean
cheap production and high wages cause
high prices, It ignores the fact that
increased wages mean greater spending
power and an inerease In domestic
zales, It would be interesting to know
which manufacturers influenced the de-
cizsion to take the narrower view, fav-
ouring a low wage policy and cruelly
using poorly-paid wunskilled African
workers as a stick with which to beat
the Government.

The failure of the Stay-at-home, in
which the claim for £1 a day was linked
with other demands, has encouraged the
authorities and many amployers to be-
lieve that the cry for a living wage no
longer warrants their attention. Thay
must be shown that the matter cannot
be left there. The demand for a living
wage must be pressed with increased

vigour. The registered trade unions
must be recruited to support the de-
mand; employers must be persuaded to
act in a humane and responsibla man-
ner and the Government must bs con-
tinually pestered to take suitable ac-
tlen. The scandal of starvation wages
cannot be endured.

Chﬂﬂuphur Gell was a rarity upon the South African
gcene and his death leaves an aching void.

Btricken with polie while serving in the Punjab with

CHRISTOPHER GELL

For Christopher Gell was not one to express high-
counding phrases for liberty and universal rights, and

to hold aloof from the harsh struggles about him.

Though he embarked upon journalism partly as ther-

the Indian Civil Service, he came to live first in Rusten-
burg and then in Port Elizabeth for the warm climate, and
all his 11 years in our country he lived out his days in an
iron lung. His hours for writing and mesting people ware
strictly rationed but within them he compressed pheno-
menal effort, soon coming to be recognised as one of
South Africa’s most prolific writers. Who has not read
Christopher Gells incisive comment on political pro-
grammes and parties, his penetrating analyses of the
Group Areas Act, his scathing indictment of apartheid
in sport or the nursing profession, his passionate attacks
on Mationalist policies and defence of peoples’ freedom

campaigns?

Christopher Gell's tenacity in fighting his disability,
rallying time and again from bouts of more severe ill-
ness, was matched by the courage of his political con-
victions, and over the years those whom he could not
join in the conference session or on the public platform
came to his bedside to consult with him, ask his advice,
keep him in touch, and draw inspiration from him. He
was as much part of the Congress movement as any
volunteer who went to prison during the defiance cam-
paign, or branch official who participated in the hurly:
burly of political activity in the townships.

apy and partly to help his wife Norah earn their living,
his writing was no hobby-horse. His pen came to be a
doughty and invaluable weapon for the causes he espous-
ed, and mercilessly and expertly he set about demolishing
race prejudice and discrimination, exposing expediency
and blasting false theories.

To Christopher Geall the principle, and not the person-
ality, was the thing and he made common cause with
thosz who fought for the principles he believed in. He
was impatient and suspicious of those who temporised
and preé-occupied themselves with half-way solutions long
rejected by fighters in the thick of the battle for the
franchise and equal rights. He was sternly critical of
African politicians who woiced differences with the Con-
gress movement to settle old scores or keep themselves
out of the line of fire.

There were some who thought he went too far — but
they were generally those who themselves never dared go
far enough.

Ag those who visited Christopher Gell's bedside could
barely credit that this indomitable and wvital spirit was
an invalid, so today it is hard to accept that he Is no
longer in the thick of the movement he enriched by his
participation. The tens of thousands who were stirred
by his example will go on fighting his fight.
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FRANCE IN CRISIS

by L. BERNSTEIN

Flmeﬂmluanranuehurew:hed its climax; the French

Assembly, has voted itself into retirement, abdicated
ita power and transferred the authority of state to an age-
ing General, himself not even an elected representative of
any section of the people, and the leader of a party dis-
credited and utterly routed by popular vote some ten years
ago. I write ‘climax’ deliberately, and not as some would
have it 'conclusion.’ These death-rites over the corpse of
the Fourth Republic, are far from the end of the crisia.

The First Republic was born in reveolution and civil war
out of the ashes of feudal monarchy; the SBecond and Third
Republica rose in blood from the wreckage of the empires
of two Napoleons; the Fourth Republic grew out of the civil
and international war of free Frenchmen against the twin
dictatorship of Nazl Germany and puppet Petain. Who
can doubt that the revolutionary democratic spirit of France
will rise again, in & new Republic? But who can doubt either
that the destruction of the Fourth Republic by the unholy
conspiracy between French reaction and militarism destines
the mew Republic to rebirth out of mew and bloody civil

struggle ?
Surface Parallels

Faclle parallels have been drawn between De Gaulle's
seizure of power and Hitler's; between De Gaulle and Fran-
¢0, President Coty summoned De Gaulle to office as Hin-
denburg summoned Hitler; rebellious generals in the eolo-
nies paved the way for De Gaulle's coup, as they did for
Franco's; right-wing Socialist leaders paralysed the work-
ing class, sabotaged the poaaibility of an anti-fascist united
front and finally surrendered power to dictatoraship In
France, as they did in Germany; De Gaulle speaks In the
same megalomaniac fashion — *| liberated France; | re-
stored power to the French Assembly; | will lead the nation;
| demand unrestricted power” — as did Hitler. But the
parallels are all on the surface; the reality ia different.

Hitler rose to power on the knuckle-dusters and black-
jacks of & mass, armed following and a party polling mil-
lions of votes; Franco conquered power with the bayonets
and bombs of Italian and German troops and Moorish mer-
cenaries,

Not so De Gaulle. French fasclsm commands no legions
of storm-troops or bully-boys. The calls for street demon-
sgtrations in France in support of De Gaulle during the
weeks of the crisis ended in fiasco; miserable handfuls of
fascists revealed their weakness beside the hundreds of
thousands who demonstrated against De Gaulle and for the
Republic. Nor, despite the bellicose threats from (Generals
of the Algerian army of an imminent paratroop drop on
France, can French reactico call out its armies against the
people of metropolitan France; those armies, riddled as they
are by dissatisfaction and opposition to French imperial
policy, are already committed to their limit in the war
against Algeria; if the army is to hold France against the
French people, it will not be able any longer to hold Algeria
against the Algerians. Nor can French reaction recrult
colonial mercenaries, for revolt and Insurrection agalnst
French domination bolls up everywhere in the French colo-
niesa, from Madagascar to Martinique. Nor can it call in
the military support of reaction of other countries, for world
reaction is already fighting a desperate rear-guard military
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action to hold its last outposts in Kenya and Malaya, in
Talwan and Pakistan, in Guatemala and Portugal. There
are no parallels, only differences; the world is not the world
of the 18930°s, of the rising tide of fascism and war; it is a
period of a rising tide of national liberation and independ-
ence. In such a world there is no easy way to power for
fasclsm.

Crisis of Empire

The depth of the crisis which has shaken France to her
foundations and eroded the Fourth Republic {8 more deep-
rooted than the dally preas allows. It is, in the first place,
& crisis of empire; since 1944, French imperialism has beem
forced, step by step, to abandon its hold over Lebanon and
Syria, Indo-China, Tunis and Morocco, Algeria it holds only
by the most strenuous military efforts. In the second place,
it is & military erisis, which has grown out of the crisis of
empire, out of the war against Indo-China (92,000 French
dead, 114,000 wounded and $5 billilon expended), against
Egypt at the time of Suez, and against Algeria. In the third
place it is an economic crisis, born out of the terrible draim
of resources and manpower which milltary adventurizm has
exacted, heightened by the American-sponsored revival of
Germany a8 a trade competitor, and strained to the break-
ing point by the first impact of a developing world trade
and indusirial depression.

In the fourth place, it is a political crisis, That crisis
doea not arlse from the multiplicity of parties, from the
inability of any single party to gain a clear majority of
seats In Parllament, or from the consequent unstable alli-
ances of several small parties which come into being te
form a government, and crack and fall at the first stress of
disagreement. The political crisisa arises from the deter-
mination of all French reaction — from the extreme right
to the Boclalist Party leaderhip on the left — that the larg-
est political party, the Communist Party of France ghall be
barred from participating in the Government. That united
anti-Communist determination has revealed Itself in differ-
ent ways; in the amending of the constitution to reduce the
number of seats held by the Communists, despite the steady
increase in the votes cast for them at the polls; in the re-
peated hasty scrambling together of temporary alllances
to form short-lived Governments whenever critical condi-
tions demanded the dread remedy of a coalition Government
including the Communists; in the final resignation of Pflim-
lin after his refusal to recognise the 144 Commumnist votes
cast for his Government, thus opening the road to De
Gaulle's accession; In the revolt of the Algerian generals
alded by the French naval officers, when it became appar-
ent that only a coalition including the Communists could
preserve the Republic after Pflimlin; and in the action of
President Coty in calling on De Gaulle — not even a mem-
ber of the assembly — to form a Government, while ignor-
ing the leader of the largest Parliamentary party in the
land; and finally in the unprecedented scene of an elected
majority wvoting itself into what is politely called a “six

months recess”, and transferring personal powers to De
Gaulle.

To their honour some of the members of the BSoclallst
Party defled their leader Mollet, and refused to surrender
France to De Gaulle, Some of the members of the Radleal
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Party, led by ex-premier Mendes-France stood out against
the surrender. The people of Paris, Marseilles and other
towns demonstrabted in the streets against the great betrayal
committed by the Assembly of the Fourth Republic.
Throughout the crisis, the Communist Party of France has
stood for the honour of France, for the democratic heritage
and tradition of the French people, for the Fourth Republic
against the grasping hand of fascism. This will not easily
be forgotten by the French people, nor will it be forgiven hy
De Gaulle and his fellows who have plotted the downfall of
the Republic. Anti-Communism has been the great cor-
rupter. Beneath its banpers have gathered all those who
have sown the crisis — the militarists whose adventures in
the East and in North Africa have been fought by the Com-
munist Party of France; the colonialists, whose tenuous
hold of the remnants of an emplire in Algeria have been as-
sailed by the Communists call for peace In Algeria and re-
cognition of Algerian independence; by financiers and in-
dustrialists whose attempts to pass the burdens of colonial
war and economic depression to the working people has
been fought and resisted by those trade unions led by the
Communists. In his programme De Gaulle proposes once
again amending the French constitution to prevent "future
government instability."” Here no doubt it is intended to
close off the last act of the drama of French anti-Commun-
ism, by the suppression of the majority opinion and pelitical
party of the people of France.

Well-laid Plot?

Is this the end result of & well-lald plot? Was De Gaulle's
seeming retirement to a country villa part of a conspiracy
hatched with General Salan? Was Pflimlin in league with
the right-wing Gaullist Soustelle, who now heads the Al-
gerian Committee for Public Bafety? There is evidence to
suggest that the final two weeks of the Fourth Republic
were plotted and planned in advance. There I8 evidence
(see Newsweek — June 2nd) that during Pflimlin‘s term
of office, Radio Fraoce repeatedly interrupted programmes
to broadcast announcements in code — *‘The tree i= in the
oasis’ and “The chapel will be illuminated tomight’ — re-
miniscent of the code signals used by the Resistance move-
ment In time of war. There is evidence that the mysteri-
ous escape of henchman SBoustelle from ‘house arrest’ In
France to Alglers was connived at by Pflimlin. The truth
will probably never be known. It is not very material. The
generals in Algiers knew — plot or no plot — that anti-
Communism had given them a fifth column inzide Fraoce, a
hidden band of supporters who proclaim their devotion to
dernocratic government and the Republic, but who were
ready and willing to destroy both in a moment of cviss
which threatened to bring Communists to the Government.

Perhaps even the timing of the assault on the Republio
was not of theilr choosing. They were desperate men, driven
by events to move when they did. The war in Algeria had
bogged down to stalemate, capable of resglution only by
French acknowledgement of defeat and withdrawal or by
a reckless military war of extermination against the whole
people — a cholee which no French Government was pre-
pared to make. The results coming in from by-elections in
Marseilles and elsewhere, followed by local council election
results in France, showed a steady and significant growth in
Communist strength. Non-Communist leaders of the French
intelligentsia such as Jean Paul Sartre (See Fighting Talk,
May "48) were beginning to call openly for a revision of
military-colonial policy in Algeria, and negotiation with the
Algerian people. From the newly formed Arab Federation
increased military aid, and from the Afro-Asian Confer-
ence countries increasing political aid was beginning to
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flow to the Algerian national movement. Economic depres-
sion was beginning to close in over the whole capitalist
world. For the geperals in Algeria, time was running out.
This was the hour for them, whether their plot was com-
plete or incomplete., Later could only have been too late,

Battles Ahead

French reaction struck from a position of weakness, not
of strength. A strong dictator needs dynamic personality,
a mastery of rabble-rousing demagogy, a reckless and ruth-
less killer instinct, No such candidate presented himself to
French reaction. Instead, as the only possible makeshift,
they have selected the ageing General, remote, aloof from
the people, but living still in a faint aura of heroism be-
stowed by his war-time military leadership of anti-Nazi
France. A stropg dictatorship needs an indoctrinated blingd-
ly unthinking strong-arm force. Mo such force presented it-
self, save the motley collection of hard-bitten mercenaries—
mainly German — of the French Forelgn Legion, and the
unreliable, dissatisfled and unwilling army of conscripte.
On this weak reed the Geperals lean heavily. A militant
fascist dictatorship needs slogans that will sway the masses
gnd blind their reason. Mo such slogans presented them-
selves; open antl-Communism had been repeatedly rejected
by the people of France in successive elections. French
reaction has been forced to fall back on De Gaulle’s feeble
“order and unity.”

These are the Achille's heels of French reaction. It
reaches out for a full fledged Naszi-style military dictator-
ship; but it is a putsch without a Hitler, without a Brown-
shirt army, without a ‘blood-and-soil’ ideclogy. De Gaulle,
raised to power by the Algerian generals and colonial settl-
ers, takes pawer as the puppet, not the fushrer of the cause,
not yet capable of open dictatorial rule, but restrained in a
twilight land of compromise — allied with a semi-parliamen-
tary cabinet of right-wing unity while attempting to rise
above them, conforming to the distorted form of semi-
parliamentary democracy while attempting to abolish it,
deepening all the consequences of the military-economic-
imperial erinis while attempting to cure them. A climax,
but mot a conclusion. The final battles lle ahead. For De
Gaulle and his makers, the final goal of an unrestrained
dictatorship based on force and terror. But for the people
of France — as for the people of Algeria — the restoration
and rejuvenation of the Republic through democratic re-

form and the liberation of the colonial empire. That united

vo.ce of the people of Algeria and of France hasg still to be
heard and reckoned with before the crisis will have passed.

Who can doubt that the volce of revolutionary and demo-
cratic France will again ring out victorious with the battle
eries of their proud tradition —

Vive la Republigue!

Liberte! Egalite! Fraternite!

U.S. Snapshots

French film star Brigitte Bardot, known as the “sex kit-
ten”, became a national sensation when her film, “And God
Created Woman", toured American theatres, It played at
the Esquire Theatre for Whites in Dallas, Texas, to huge
audiences. But when it moved cross-town to the Forest
Theatre for Negroes, police stepped in and closed the show.
They said: “It's too exciting for Coloured people”,

From a N.Y. Times Magazine article on Allen Dulles and
the Central Intelligence Agency: *(The C.LA.) Is universal-
ly suspected of belng a global mischief-maker. It has been

established that the agency wa sbehind Guatemala's 1854
revolution".
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nave beoen cexposed to more progreddive influemces of the
industrial centres, the ANC, as an organised body following
& gct policy, like the Freedom Charter, ha2 not hesn estab-
lished to any appreciable extent. Zululand baz lived In &
dream state of 4 herecie bul dead past in which the penpie
are encouragzed to glory in 8 weEr dence that makes rthem
look Wack on the posl as aog idesl rather than towards the
future with itz struggles and hopes for a free life in 4 frec
country. Witzieshock. in the Free State, has not yet fmz-
goiten the brutal suppressicn of the 'fortlezs when It resizted
the culling of i3 stock. Unlil recently when the Natlon-
alist Government impozod passes on Lthe women in the re-
serves the Transvaal hed known the ANC in oniv a hap-
hazard and vague way.

Growing Peesant Resistance

The political organization of the people hed largely centred
round the Chiefa. and 2uch as were openly oppozed to the
Government policies were Jargely led by professicnsl men
like the teackerz. and self-seckers wo whom patronising City
Councillors refer as “moderale palives”. When the NKative
Affalrs Depariment took over the conirel of African Educa-
tion. and exercized firmer conirol on ihe Chlefs under the
Bantu Authorities Aet. It stopped up the sneaking activities
ef the Special Branch, and by intimidation compelled the
iecchers fo withdrvaw from political life, while the “respect-
able. mocerate Nallve” loadership was completely rejected
by lhe peaple.

Aa the Naticnalist Governmept eliminated the influence
of the teacher on the rural Afrleun's public life; as it hastily
clamped down cn the chiers apd dragooncd them into aevepi-
mx 1he proviziens of the Banlu Authoritles Aet, the staple
preseEnl Rac oc choice bud o turn Lo bis own clgss for lead v-
hip a2nd face tho Notlonallst threat to hie exislanca,

The peasant has  resizted  hitterly  the “*betterment
gehemes”’. the mzass remevals from homes which had loug
been oveipled by thelr fethers, and from aveas in which the
Lotex of thelr forebearcrs lie; they have resizied the cull-
my of thwir stock and the crowning fgneminy wiich i= lorn-
luiwoani 1o secrilege -— the baring of women's heads In puis-
llg ue Lhey are mads 1o gueue up for pAsEeR,

It takes & leng time to arouse the peasant to any form of
resistance zgainst established authority, But as his conser-
vatism may be a stumbling block to the growth of progres-
sive ideas, so it too can alse hold up the plans of a Govern-
ment thnat must first destroy tha established order of the
peasant to carry out Itg plans of econemic enslavement under
the apartneid dream.

MNationalist Decrees

Faced with thiz growing resisiance the Natlonalizt Gov-
ernment hzs promulgated a series of proclamations aimed at
meeting A detorioraling situation In the arcas io which the
~Natloralizt planmers have assured their supporters that
ey have nuilt a dream world where lhe Afriean would
remain in primitive, childlike immogonge, and readily awvail-
able at the beek and eall of the meancst member of the
superior White race,

A clause in Proclamation 110/37 states that an
a}?pﬂinted chief or headman: “shell be enfifled lo
the loyalty, respect and obedicnce of all Natives resi-
dent within his area and may — take such steps as
may be necessary to secure from them such loyalty,
respect and obedience.”

Az a soficning up process the Nutionalists heve clothed
the chiefz and headmen with authority:
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% To prohibit tke gathering of men in groups, or the
hrewing of beer in kragzls even at & woedding or any
other ceremony.

% To prohibit the shcuting of war criez or the blowinz
ol bhugzles aond whistlee,

#* To scarch without warrant anv XNative or kraal
homestead or other place within his area occupied by
a Native.

Unable 1o stem the tide of rezistance the Nationalists pro-
mulgated Prociamation Ne. 236737 which empowers Dr. Ver-
woerd to bupizh, “whenever he deemz it expedient.” any
African who lNves in the reserves, He has banizhed fcores
of people but resislence in the reserves has mounted.

In the preamble o Proclamation No, 32,58 prohibiting
entry into and depariure from the reservesz the prohibition is
Justified becausso:

% Thete are in Native areas In the Union organised and
deliberate campaigns by certain organisations and
agitation by certain individuals to subvert the author-
ity of the state and of chiefg and headmen.

% Theose responsible for such states of unrest are per-
sons who as individuals or as members of such org-
anigations from time to time, either vigit the MNative
areas from other centres or depart from these areas

to visit olher centres with the object of furthering
agitation against constituted authority.

Hermvy penallics for the contravention of these Nationalist
deorecs have becn leid down (L300 or 3 Years in jally), The
Nationalistz Lave Lkrown round the reserves what ihow re-
gard as g toolpreof ferce to prevent any entry or depar-
iuve of proliibiled individuale. Dut, despite thls isolation,
the peasant has coctinued to oppoze stubbormly the under-
mining of his peusant ccomomy which gives him gregter 2e-
curity than afry Nutiopalist promiscs.

Rule b;-,r Trunchean

In this provesz the zreat humeanitarian ideny for which
the ANC slands have found their way amongst the peasunts
&nd fircd their negination. There 15 no harrier to ideas,
and the only wiy to obliterate them {2 to crecie conditions
thuat are nol cenduaeive 1o their taking root.

Lilee the flume of a4 magoesium ribbon which is dazelingly
bright before it dies cuf, this han i35 4 spectzeular move
hefore the Nationallet master mind reaches its own dead end
and eleses all channels of African aszociation end free ex-
presslon,

Regulation 3 under ihe hanning Proclamstion Mo. 67,58
grntes that any person shell be puiliy of an offenue if:

% He carrles or displays anything whatsoover or shouts
or utters any slogan or moakles any gign, indicating
that he is or wgs an Office-bearer, Officer ar mem-
ber of or in anyway aszociated with the ANC or any
other banned Organiestion:

% he, in any way, takes part in any activity of the
banned organisation, or carries on any aciivity which
ithe banned erganisstion could have ecarrvied oo hefors
it wus banned.

Under Lhess: conditions the mention of the word “'Afrilar
the ralsing of the thumb in the Afrika salute, may render
one liable to & fine of £300 or 3 years in jail, or both fine and
impriscnment. Further if the prozecution should allege oo
Information from any shady source, that a perzon i3 or was
& member of the banned Organisation, "he ghall be presum-
ed, until the cootrary iz proved, to have been a member of
such a banned organisation.”

{Continued on page 15)
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Slums — Politics and Parties — Premiers Azikiwe and Awolowo — Independence

in 1960

ZEKE MPHAHLELE introduces NIGERIA in his

LETTER FROM LAGOS

Smce my first letter in Fighting Talk
I have been trylpg to study Ni-
geria and her people, her politics, her
hopes and fears, Needless to say, this
is no easy task. I don't have the jour-
nalist’'s gift for summing up a situation
with swift graphic generalisations —
the kind that Brian Parkes of the Star
would be able to make.
The point I8 clearly that he writes as
& White SBouth African who feeds well,
has or need have no transport head-
aches in Johannesburg, carries no pass,
does the things he loves to do, and, per-
haps, dresses well. He has his freedom
and sc0 when he spees freedom outside
his country he can't recogmise it. I, on
the other hand, write ar an African
who has just come out of & nightmare,
I fesl the freedom of West Africa, at
any rate, such as does not exist in 8.
Africa, It fso't an intellectual abstrac-
tion. And I didn't come here as a
journalist who wants to sell South Afri-
ca and its white supremacy, or to find
out if the hell I come from Is not, after
all, a better hell.

Lngm has its slums, yes, ugly ones

that always act on me the way in
which a festering wound does, The Bri-
tish mever bothered about town plann-
ing and the control of settlements.
People just came and lived here and
then the administration thought of
bringing some order into the place. Now
the town council and the Federal gov-
ernment — both completely African —
are clearing the slums and directing
the bullding of business premises in
their place, Thiz is not simply on pa-
per! The process was long under way
when Parkes came here, and already
high business buildings can be secn
where slum communities lived. He
should also have told you more about
Ikoyl, Apapa Estates, Buru Lere
Estates, Falm Grove Estates, Tkeja, and
Yaba, to which displaced people go and
either put up their own bulldings or
rent Council and government houses,
And there is no monotony about these
Lagos surburbs: houses don't all face
the same direction, and Europeans and
Africans lve together. Often a block
of flats Iz occcupled by both African and

European or Arab or Syrian families,
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There is no depression among the
people atill in the slums. Nothing like
the spiritual misery that strikes you
immediately you enter Bhanty Town or
any site-and-gservice community. Have
you ever been to Edenvale location
(near Germiston), which continuously
exudes vapoura that have the foul and
suffocating stench of a thou=and pig-
sties? They haven't got as far as that
here, The Lagos M.O.H. who said his
town was the slummiest in Africa has
of course mot been to the Golden City.
He had to impress the authorities re-
sponsible for slum clearance, the Lagos
Development Board, I'm told by those
who know that Alexandria and Calro
boast an unparalleled slumminess,

PoIIum here are in a state of transi-

tion: from anti-colonialism which
requires a strong uncompromising na-
tionalism — Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe's
earliest brand — to politics based on
fundamental differences in ideclogy.
The intermediate stage in which Nigeria
stands today iz that of tribal politics.
The Yorubas in the Western Region
{Premier: Chief Obafemi Awolowo) are
a very proud tribe, 4,800,000.. They are
proud of thelr origin and thelr past
kings who once ruled as far as Togo-
land and French Dahomey. They are
an exclusive people, and the same rom-
ance has been built around them by
Eurgpcans as has bedevilled the social
attitudes of the Zulu for many decades.
Awolowo, 49, i3 a product of London
University with B.Com. and LL B. de-
Eress,

The Eastern Region (Premier; Dr.
Mpoamdi Azikiwe)} i3 dominated by Ibos
= G400,000, The lbos are the most
pushful and go-ahead. They infillrate
everywhere and are prepared to do the
most menial jobz eg. as cooks and
stewards, road-workers etc, which the
Yorubas disdain, Dr. "Sik™ obtained
his doctarate (philosophy) in the UBA,
like Dr., Nkrumah,

The Hausas and Fulanis in the North-
ern Reglon (which doez not yet have an
independent parliament) form the ma-
jority, about 18,000,000. The greatest
proportion of them are Moslems under
Emirs and a Bultan., The north iz the
most backward and religiously exclu-

give. The girls there have only just
started going to secondary school. Their
women have no vote. And iromically
according to the comstitution, they con-
tral a majority of seats in the Federal
government, The Federal Prime Minis-
ter, Abubakar Tafawa Balewa iz conse-
quently a Moslem. It's the belief of the
other regions that, but for this back-
wardness, the north would set up a
Muslim bureaucracy over the whple of
HNigeria, since Moslems outnumber
Christians (Moslems: 13,600,000; Chris-
tlans: 6,300,000; unattached: over
15,000,000 ) .

The government party in the West is
Action Group, which has a powerful
daily paper of it own. The National
Council of Nigeria and the Camerocons
(NCNC) — Zik's party — 18 In the
Opposition. In the Eastern House of
Assembly the position of the parties is
reversed, Zik controls a string of daily
papers which support him and his

party.

Drum}r-wtd Dr. Zik, 53, 18 certainly

a man of greater stature than Awo-
lowo or even the ex-schoolmaster Bale-
wa {(who hasn't been to a university).
He is generally considered the most ex-
perienced politiclan and best able to
command intermational respect. When
he came back from U.8.A. he became &
rallying point of a virile Nigerian na-
tionalism aimed at driving Colonial

Eovernment out. He it was who set in

motion the process of Nigerianisation,
which secured thousands of Migerians
government posts formerly held by
White expatriates. The Nigerianisation
office is still functioning, training Afri-
cans in various fields of public service.

But somewhere along the line Zik
attained personal economic and political
power. He established his line of the
go-called *“Zik Newspapers” and the
African Continental Bank. And today
his followers, especially the youth who
are still moving in the momentum Zik
started off, are shaking their heads
dolefully, They think Zik has lost his
Vision Splendid — which was to har-
ness most of the forces of Nigeria un-
der the banner of the NCNC. They
think he is too comfortable to care
anymore. But he i3 still somewhat of
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a myth to the people of Nigeria. Be-
cause he gpeaks ¥Yoruba as well as Ibo
{8 rarity because the two languages
are poles apart) Awolowo fears him.
Awolowo, on the other hand, is a colour-
less leader who I8 moving on the crest
of a wave which has something to do
with tradition of the Yorubas and a
lofty image of themselves; this tends
to be conservative about leadership.

The Action Group, NCNC and the

Northern People’'s Congress have no
ldeological orientation, except for the
earlier type of nationalism in the
NCNMNC. It might also be said that to
the Northern People's Congress politics
are part of the Islamic creed. But it
has not produced a political philosophy,
any more than AG or NCMNC,

It seems, then, that when Nigeria
does get independence in 1960 (if the
Eritish will honour their typically cauti-
ous promise} she will continue to be
split into these tribal groups. It still
remains a paradox that Eritain, who
must, for economic ressons, want to
retain the goodwill of a united Nigeria,
ghould have left her the legacy of re-
Eionalised government. Bome people
think that John Bull is content emough
to know that the backward and poor
North, still more dependent on him for
material help than the other reglons,
commands & majority in the Federal
government. Only two months ago the
Moslem Federal Prime Minister startled
his own country by announcing public-
ly that Nigeria would not tolerate the
propagation of Communist ideclogy
within her boundaries., There 18 of
course no anti-communist law here, and
it isn't likely there will be (he was
booed by the Nigerlan Press in gemeral,
representing WONC and AG and inde-
pendent opinion. The British Right
Wing press applauded.)

Hiz master's voice? — we know all
too well what oppression in the South
does to the political morals of subject
peoples, don't we? We have our own
“Bantu leaderz"”, and “moderate lead-
ers” who will bend head over backwards
to pipe the master's tune. Why should
Nigerin or Ghana be exceptions? There
is a superstitious belief here in every-
thing United Kingdomish and every-
thing that has been “hallowed" by the
Queen and other membeers of Royalty.
There are over 5,000 Nigerians study-
ing In BEritain. Men who have graduat-
éd in the United Stateg are literally if
subtlely discriminated against by the
public service. The South African tea-
chers who have come up S0 far are re-
garded as Commonwealth and all that,
with all its appendages of respectability
(hem!) and =0 we're more than wel-
come, apart from the fact that Nigeria
is badly in need of graduate teachers.
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There i3 a definite move now to Ni-
gerianise the university college admini-
stration and prepare for an independent
university (it iz at present under the
University of London for examination
purposes)., And I am sure that once
Nigeria iz independent she will out-
grow the relics of her colonial past, This
massive country of 40,000,000 people
whose diversity of linguistic and cul-
tural backgrounds is often frightening,
i3 bound to be & power to reckon with
in the near future.

entlon i3 often made of the great
number of cases of corruption in
which public servants are too often in-
volved., This is not peculiar to Nigeria.
At any rate, it comes out into the open
and the judiciary is ruthless in its fines
and sentences for fraud and so on. And
the judiciary consists of Afriean pro-
secutors, magistrates and judges, in-
cluding two African chief justices,
More sinister and corrosive is the jobs-
for-pals fraud that percolates right
through Bouth African white society,
generated by the Broederbond and its
likes.

Tha most disturbing commentary on

present-day Nigerian tribal politica
came out during the Minoritles Commis-
slon which has just ended its inguiry
here. The Colonial Office, at the in-
stigation of the Constitutional Confer-
ence in Londom which Nigerian pre-
miers attended, instituted the inguiry
in order to assesa the fears of religious
and tribal minerities who find them-
selves ignored or snubbed by predomin-
ant groups in any part of the country.
The majority of individuals and groups
who submitted their evidence expressly
wanted separate states, each holding
people with the same cultural and lin-
guistic and tribal background; each of
such states to be represented on the
Federal Legislature, This naturally im-
plies the perpetuating of the system of
chieftainship after the style of Lugard's
Indirect Rule. And these recommenda-
tipns came from the Nigerian intelli-
gentsia. It is particularly painful to
me who come from a country where the
tendency 18 towards the uprooting of
tribal affiliations as against the gov-
ernment’s Draconian ethnic grouping.
Yet I hesitate to apply what the op-
pressed people of South Africa need to
a Nigerian gituation where there are
no such stresses, and where the motive
of divide-and-rule is totally absent. It
will be found that on a broad basis
freedom of action, consclence, and the
freedom to determine one’s destiny, re-
leases tons of goodwill where people
know they have a stake in the develop-
ment of their country.

fI!o many South Africans Nigeria and
Ghana must look like twins., And
yet, apart from the features of colonial-
ism common to both, the two countries
differ vastly. Ethnilc dissimilarities in-
Bide Wigeria are about azs wide as those
between the two countries. Nigeria is
clearly Jealous of Ghana for having got
her independence earlier and keeps tell-
ing herself that her bigger population
as against Ghana's 4,500,000 is going to
create & big rumble one day when the
two countries meet on an equal footing.
For reasons best known to Nkrumah
and hiz men Nigeria wag not invited to
the Accra conference, not even as an
observer, Even before the conference,
Nigeria had been divided in its attitude
towards Ghana's deportation of the firgt
two Moslems back to their home in the
Morthern Region. The MNorth was ob-
viously thoroughly annoyed. The West
was self-righteous in its condemnation
of Nkrumah's act, saying that Britain
would hesitate to give Nigeria com-
plete melf-rule if a new state behaved
as wantonly as Ghana is considered to
have dope. Bince then the Action
Group organ has been slating Nkrumah
and Krobo Eduszel at every turn. Dr.
Zik, on the other hand, an old colleague
of Nkrumah's in the days of anti-colo-
nial politics, has been adopting a calm
attitude towards the deportation affair,
His press plainly told Nkrumah's critics
that what Ghana did was her own busi-
ness; and in fact it urged the deporta-
tion of Bhawcross from Iboland when
the Britizh lawver told the Minorities
Commission that Thos were pushful and
would tend to squeeze put the minority
gToups he was representing in the East-
ern Reglon. Two weeks before the So-
lidarity Conferemnce In Ghana Nkrumah
sent & Cabinet Minister and his new
adviser on African Affairs, Mr. George
Patmore, to Dr. Zik after he cancelled
a personal visit to Nigeria to talk con-
ference affairs. Already the Western
and Northern Regions had decided to
snub Nkrumah on his projected visit.

Snuth African papers do not reach

West Africa except particular jour-
nals a personal friend sends us. There
seems & mightly barrier between South,
West, East and Central Africa. ‘This
mukes one feel all the more the need
for an informatiom bureau which will
colleet information from correspondents
among the oppressed peoples of Africa
and inside independent states. The bu-
rean would then disseminate such Infor-
mation among Africans. In this way
we should know one ancther better and
coassolidate the ties between African
stutes. The existing Africa Bureau in

London is teying hard, but it doesn't
resdch a conslderable audience in Africa.
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Short Story by
HERMAN CHARLES
BOSMAN

W& had a difficult task, that time (Oom Schalk Lourens

aaid), teaching SBijefu’'s tribe of Mtosas to become
oivilised. But they did not show any appreciation. Ewven
after we had set fire to their huts in a long row round the
slopes of Abjaterskop, so that you could see the smoke al-
most as far as Nietverdiend, the Mtozas remained just about
as unenlightened as ever. They would retreat into the
mountaing, where it was almost impossible for our com-
mando to follow them on horse-back. They remained hid-
den in the thick bush.

“I can senge thege kafirs all around us’ Veld-kKornet
Andries Joubert said to our seksie of about a dozen burghers
when we had come to a halt in a clearing amid the tall wit-
haasks. "I have been in 30 many kafir wars that I can almost
smell when there are kafirs lying in wait for us with asse-
gals, And yet all day long you never see a single Mtosa
that you can put a lead bullet through.

He also said that if this war went on much longer we
would forget altogether how to handle a gun. And what
would we do then, when we again had to fight England 7

Young Fanie Louw, who liked saying funny things, threw
back his head and pretended to be sniffing the air with dis-
crimination. *I can smell a whole row of assegals with
broad blades and short handles' Fanle Louw sald. "“"The
stabbing assegai has got more of a selon's rose sort of amell
about it than a throwing spear, The selon's rose that you
Ccome across in grave-yards.”

The wveld-kKornet did oot think Fanle Louw’'s remark very
funny, however. And he sald we all knew that this was the
first time Fanle Louw had ever been on commando. He also
sald that If a crowd of Mtozas were to leap out of the bush
on to us suddenly, then you wouldn't be able to smell Fanie
Louw for dust. The veld-kornet also sald another thing that
was even better,

Cur group of burghers laughed heartily. Maybe Veld-
korpet Joubert could not think out a lot of nonsenge to say
just on the spur of the moment, in the way that Fanle
Louw could, but give our veld-korpnet & chance to reflect,
firat, and he would come out with the kind of remark that
you just had to admire.

Indeed, from the very next thing Veld-kornet Joubert said,
you could see how deep was his insight. And he did not
have to think much, either, then.

“"Let us get out of here a5 guick as hell, men,” he said,
speaking very distinctly. “Perhaps the kafirs are hiding
out in the open turf lands, where there are no trees. And
nope of this long tamboekle grass, elther.”

When we emerged from that stretch of bush we were glad
to discover that our veld-kornet had been right, like always.

For another group of Transvaal burghers had hit on the
same strategy.

"We were in the middle of the bush,” thelr leader, Com-
brinck, said to us, after we had exchanged greetings. "“A
very thick part of the bush, with withaaks standing up like
skeletons,. And we suddenly thought the Mtosas might
have gone Into hiding out here in the open.”

You could see that Veld-kornet Joubert was pleased to
think that he had, on his own, worked out the same tactics
as Combrinck, who was known as a skilful kafir-fighter.
All the same, it seemed as though this was going to be a
long war,

It was then that, again speaking out of his turn, Fanle
Louw sald that all we needed now waa for the commandant
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himself to arrive there in the middle of the turf lands with
the main body of burghers. “Maybe we should even go
back to Pretoria to see if the Mtosas aren't perhaps hiding
in the Volksraad," he sald. “Passing laws and things. You
know how cheeky a Mtosa is.”

“It can't be worse than some of the laws that the Volks-
raad is already passing now,” Combrinck said, gruffly. From
that we could see that why he had not himself been appoint-
ed commandant was because he had voted against the Presi-
dent in the last elections.

By that time the sun was sitting not more than about two
Cape feet above a tall koppie on the horizon. Accordingly,
we started looking about for a place to camp. It was muddy
in the turf lands, and there was no fire-wood there, but we
all zaid that we did not mind,. We would not pamper our-
selves by goipg to sleep in the thick bush, we told one an-
other. It was war time, and we were on commando, and
the mud of the turf lands was good enough for us, we said.

It was then that an unusual thing happened.

For we suddenly did see Mtogas, We saw them from a
long way off. They came out of the bush and marched right
out into the open. They made no attempt to hide, We saw
in amazement that they were coming stralght in our direc-
tlom, advancing in single file. And we observed, even from
that distance, that they were unarmed., Instead of assegais
and shields they carried burdens on their heads. And al-
mosat in that same moment we realised, from the heavy look
of those burdens, that the carriers must be women.

For that reason we took our guns in our hands and stood
waiting. Bince it was women, we were naturally prepared
for the lowest form of treachery. '

A8 the columnp drew nearer we saw that at the head of it
was Ndambe, an old Native whom we knew well. For years
he had been Sijefu’s chief counsellor, Ndambe held up his
hand. The line of women halted. Ndambe spoke. He de-
clared that we white men were kings among kings and ele-
phants among elephants. He also sald that we were ring-
hals snakes more polsonous and generally disgusting than
any ringhals smakes in the country.

We knew, of course, that Ndambe was only paying us
compliments in his ignorant Mtosa fashion. And so we
naturally felt highly gratified. I can still remember the way
Jurie Bekker nudged me in the ribs and sald, “Did you hear
thlt ?rr

When Ndambe went on, however, to say that we were
filthier than the spittle of a green tree-toad, several burg-
ers grew restive. They felt that there was perhaps such a
thing as carrying these tribal courtesies a bit too far.

It was then that Veld-kornet Joubert, slipping his finger
inside the trigger guard of his gun, requested Ndambe to
come to the point. By the expreszion on our veld-kornet's
face, you could see that he had enmough of complimenta for
I}I:I-'H' m’-l

They had come to offer peace, Ndambe told us then.

What the women carried on their heads were presents.

At a sign from Ndambe the column knelt in the mud of
the turf land. They brought lion and sebra skins and ele-
phant tusks, and beads and brass bangles and, on a long
grass mat, the whole haunch of & red Afrikaner ox, hide
and hoof and all. And several plgs cut in half. And clay
pots filled to the brim with white beer, and also — and this
we prized most — witch-doctor medicines that protected
¥you against go€l spirita at night and the evil eye.
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Ndambe gave another signal. A woman with a clay pot
on her head rose up from the kneeling column and advanced
towards us, We Baw then that what she had in the pot
was black earth. It was wet and almest like turf soll. We
couldn't understand what they wanted to bring us that for.
Ag though we didn't have emough of it, right there where we
were standing, and sticking to our -veldskoens, and all. And
vet Mdambe acted as though that was the most preclous
part of the peace offerings that his chief, Bijefu, had sent us.

It was when Ndambe spoke again that we saw how ignor-
ant he and his chief and the whole Mtosa tribe were, really.

He took a handful of scil out of the pot and pressed it
together between hiz fingers. Then he told us how honour-
ed the Mtosa {ribe was because we were waging war against
them. In the past they had only had flat-faced Mshangaans
with spiked knobkerries to fight against, he said, but now it
wag different. Our wveld-kornet took half a step forward,
then, in case Ndambe was going to start flattering us again.
Bo Ndambe zald, simply, that the Miosas would be glad if we
came and made war agaipst them later on, when the har-
vests had been gathered in. But in the meantime the tribe
did not wish to continue fighting.

It was the time for sowing.

Ndambe let the soil run through his fingers, to show us
how good it was, He also invited us to taste it. We declined.

We accepted the presents and peace was made. And I
can =till remember how Veld-kornet Joubert shook his head
and sald, “Can you beat the Mtosas for ignorance ?"

And I can still remember what Jurie Bekker said, also.
That was when something made him examine the haunch of
beef more closely, and he found his own brand mark on it.

It was not long afterwards that the war came against
England.

By the end of the second year of the war the Boer forces
were in a very bad way. But we would not make peace.
Veld-kornet Joubert was now promoted tp commandant.
Combrinck fell in the battle before Dalmanutha. Jurie
Bekker was still with us. And =0 was Fanie Louw, And it
was strange how attached we had grown to Fanie Louw
during the years of hardship that we went through together
in the field. But up to the end we had to admit that, while
we had got used to his jokes, and we knew there was no
harm in them, we would have preferred it that he should
stop making them.

He did rtop, and for ever, In a skirmish near a block-
house. 'We buried him in the shade of a thorn-tree. We
got ready to fill in his grave, after which the Commandant
would say a few words and we would bare our heads and
sing & psalm. As you know, it was customary at a funeral
for each mourner to take up a handful of earth and fling it
in the grave.

When Commandant Joubert stooped down and picked up
his handful of earth, a strange thing happened. And I re-
memberad that other war, against the Mtosas. And we
knew — although we would not say it — what was now
that longing in the hearts of each of us. For Commandant
Joubert did not straightway drop the soll Into Fanie Louw's
grave, Instead, he kneaded the damp ground between his
fingers. It was as though he had forgotten that it was
funeral earth. He seemed to be thinking not of death then,
but of life.

We patterned after him, picking up handfuls of soil and
pressing it together. We felt the deep loam In it, and saw
how springy it was, and we let it trickle through our fingers.
And we could remember only that it was the time for sow-
ing.

I understood then how, in an earlier war, the Mtosas had
felt, they who were also farmers,
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0Old Words —
New Meanings

The publication of the Southern Rhodesian Afri-
can National Congress, "Chapupu"”, explains ifs pro-
posed glossary of political terms, drawn up "By an
Honourable Agitator” in the following words:

“Immigrants from Europe into the Central African
Federation will find that certain words and phrases
which have a fixed meaning in their home countries
have an eqgually fixed but quite different meaning in
Central Africa. The following concise list has there-
fore been drawn up for the guidance of all new Rho-

desians:

WORDS & FPHRASES MEANING

Democracy

Franchise

Partnership

Responsible

Irresponsible
Alfrican

Hacialist

Non-racialist

Inter-raclalist

Government of a Black ma-
jority by & White minority.

A device for ensuring that
democracy, as defined above,
shall remain the system of
Government in Central Afri-
ca for the foreseeable fu-
ture.

A political system existing
in &  multi-racial soclety
where the blacks are kept
permanently subservient to
the whites but are persuad-
ed that this is not the case,

Any African who consis-
tently supports the Euro-
pean point of view.

Any African who works for
the interests of his own

people.

Any African who thinks
that Africans ought to be
the dominant group in Cen- '
tral Africa.

Any European who thinks
that Europeans ought to be
the dominant group in Cen-
tral Africa.

A kind of European who be-
lieves that Africans will be
content to accept European
domination in Central Afri-
cA If the cleaner Africans
are occassionally invited to
take tea in European homes.
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The SABRA Multi-Racial Talks

Guest Writer PATRICK VAN

REMSBURG gives his views on

the SABRA proposal for multi-

racial talks on Apartheid. MNext

month's FIGHTING TALK will

analyse the SABRA proposals in
greater detail.

ln my opening address to the 13th An-

nual Conferenee of the Transvaal
Indian Youth Congress I sald that I be-
lieved that in the history of mankind
there had been a process at work of
Challenge-and-Response, driving to-
wards the progress of all human
thought and towards progress in the
behaviour of society. Inm South Africa
it had taken a. particular form; here
we have seen the decline and the dis-
tortion of the values of that compound
of cultural influences known as West-
ern BEuropean clvilisation, which in its
totality, and properly interpreted, pro-
claims the brotherhood of man. Indeed,
in South Africa, so much of that cul-
ture — and that much ripped from its
context — as can by rationalisation and
misuse be made to sustain a doctrine of
white supremacy, has been equated with
the whole. Because the underlying phi-
logophy of domination in this country
has consisted in these particular false
clements, they have brought forth chal-
lenging pressures that we are famillar
with at home and abroad.

The only possible Response, from
within, can be the re-assessment of the
values of the whole and their re-affir-
mation. Response 15 pot always Imme-
diate, nor always readlly apparent;
there iz sometimes a more obtrusive
and demonstrative sequel to Challenge,
in the npature of reaction. It is man-
ifested in the hardening of the debased
values, and is, therefore, a suspension
of history. In the context of this art-
fcle I am concerned with analysing the
Sabra decisions in the light of these
established historical principles; I am
not concerned with applying the lessons
of history in determining or suggesting
what will happen if there iz no Response
or if it is insufficient.

First Reactions?

In an article in these columns 2 month
ago, a writer suggested that total apart-
heid as advocated by the Sabra intel-
lectuals and the current practical op-
pressive policy implemented by the poll-
ticlans, were “the two sides of the same
bad policy.” He implied that the Sabra
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intellectuals provide a facade for the
politiclans — a facade of aincerity and
Justice.

To those of us who belleve in a com-
mon, integrated soclety this might well
be our first reaction; to some of us it
might be our final as well ag our first
reaction. Personally, as a Christian, I
believe in the brotherhood of man and
I condemn all differentiation and all
dizcrimination on the grounds of race,
colour or ereed at the very least. There-
fore I oppose apartheid in any form.
And those who from their different
standpoints, in accordance with their
different beliefs, believe in a common
society, do likewlse oppose apartheld in
all its forms.

Second Thoughts

That is why I suggest that the writer
of last month's article expressed our
first reactions, Some of us may well
have second thoughts om the matter,
and the purpose of this article is mainly
to stimulate thinking and discussion.

In the artlcle which appeared last
month, as I read it, the writer has al-
ready classified the decisions as reac-
tinon. He does not seem to be of the
view that they manifest Response.

Let us first look at the motivation of
total apartheid. Its advocates subscribe
to the doctrine of differentiation. They
believe In the group consclousness, in
streasing the occldental and incidental
differences that divide men, and In
exclusive loyalties: these things breed
more evil than good. In A multi-racial
society they breed fear and prejudice.
But these people accept all these things
as baslic to our society and Indestruc-
tible, Therefore policy must take ac-
count of them. But how to reconcile
these things with justice and sincerity?
The answer is, for them, a total separa-
tion in terms of differentiation, and
within this framework, plurality of
power. The precise form of It all has
never been exactly prescribed.

The acceptance of discrimination 1s
very definitely not Response for it Is
not a re-affirmation of the cardinal
values of “"Western European Civilisa-
tion.” But, yet, If all men affected
were to consent, then, at least, the
Challenge would have produced some-
thing new. I do not, however, for one
minute think that all concerned are
likely to accept.

It is not mine, but BABRA's job to
propagate their ideal. And when they
declare that apartheid is only pessible
when all agree to it, they declare also
that if all do not agree, them some
other solution must be found. That is

implicit. Professor du Plessis, in a
recent address in Johannesburg went so
far as to state it explicitly, and to state
explicitly that the only other solution
was integration.

This suggesta to me that the elements
of justice which motivate the thinking
of at least some of the SABRA Intellec-
tuals are strong and real, If total
apartheid finds no takers amongst the
Africans or if it is found to be imprac-
ticable, these elements of justice will
oblige these people to look to the alter-
native golution.

That is not reaction; it is a limited
Response., When Mr. Basson from Na-
mib speaks as he does he challenges
Verwoerd and de Klerk and that plain
and unadulterated prejudice that moti-
vateg their thinking. That is advance
and Response. W

The meeting that SABRA has called
for does mot depend on’ acceptance of
the principle of total apartheid. Pro-
fessor du Plessis has stated in a letter
to the “Golden City Post" that at the
meeting both apartheid and integration
should be discussed.  In the same letter
he sald that the leaders of the African
Mational Congress should be present.
He repeated this in his recent Johan-

negburg address.

Two Sides of the Case .

Both sides will have the opportunity
to state their respective cases; both will
have the opportunity to persuade each
other. The African people have the
better case, by far, and they should put
it.

The idea of the meeting challenges
the principles of the Native Laws
Amendment Act; it recognises that our
own country's future must be determin-
ed and decided by all our peoples. These
things represent Response, although the
continued devotion of the SABRA intel-
lectuals to differentiation does not. The
one thing should be seen against the
other.

If the SABERA intellectuals have not
condemned the politieal oppression
under the practical policy of apartheid,
they can be asked at the meeting what
they think of it.

If they are indeed providing a facade
of justice and sincerity for the politl-
cilans then it will be made clear at the
meeting; more clearly than if no meet-
ing took place, for there would always
be uncertainty about what might hawve
been sald.

I can se¢ mo objectlon to the meet-
ing for there is surely more to be gain-
ed from it than lost.
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The Coloureds Were Among the Pioneers of the
Gongress Movement

LIONEL FORMAN writes on some
little-known episodes in our history.

Cmg-rm is strong today. But per-

haps its greatest strength is the
fact that there are still, among the
South African people such huge re-
serves of masgs support for the liberation
movement which have not yet been
brought into the struggle but which
will inevitably be brought imto it. A=
they come to reinforce our ranks our
strength will be doubled and redoubled.

Perhaps the greatest reservoir which
iz ag vet almost untapped is the milllon-
strong, highly industrialised, highly ll-
terate, Coloured population, among
whom SACPO i3 pow beginning Iits
great task of militant, purpozeful, poli-
tical organisation.

There has been a lull in militant poli-
tical organization among the Coloureds
during the past years. Many of those
who will yet be fine Congress leaders
have in the past diverted into the futile
talk-a-lot shout-a-lot, do-nothing poli-
tics of the Unity Movement.

This lull among the Coloured—which
has been the most important factor
explaining the weakness of the entire
Congress movement in the Western
Cape — I8 all the more remarkable be-
cause the Coloureds have such a re-
markable tradition of ploneering mili-
tancy. .
The fact is that the first political
organisation of the Coloureds — the
African Political Organisation — which
is the direct forerunner of SACPD were
the pioneers of the Congress movement.
They were the first political organisa-
tion of MNon-Europeans on a national
level, functioning years before the ANC
was formed. (Sol Plaatje, one of the
AMNC's founders, was an active mem-
ber of the Kimblerley branch of the
A.P.O. before the ANC was conceived.)
And they weare the first nation-wide po-
litical organisation to demand full
equality for all South Africans.

Independent Coloured political acti-
vity goes back to a period as early as
the 1870's. At that time the Coloured
people enjoyed full political rights in
the Cape, but Britain was already con-
gidering foreing confederation on the
various SBouth African communities. The
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Coloureds were alert to the possibility
that Britain would be happy to sell
their rights as the price of unity, and
therefore, as an anonymous Coloured
historian put it in the A P.0."s news-
papers in 1008, ""The more intelligent of
the Coloured people saw that in such an
event it would be necessary to safe-
guard their imterests, or there =soon
would be no interests to safeguard.'”

The confederation movement died
and "the temporarily awakened activity
of the few intelligent coloured people
¢+ « » became extinct also. Matters went
on in happy-go-lucky fashion year after
yvear, until it really seemed that politi-
cal thought was not only dead, but had
been burlied =zo deeply that resurrection
was practically impossible, But that
was not so,"

The end of the Anglo-Boer War of
1699-1902 brought new ideas of federa-
tion and new threats. As a result, in
the opening months of 1902 a group of
Coloured leaders formed the African
Political Organisation in Cape- Town.
The president was W. Collins, the sec-
retary P. Eckstein.

Boon there were branches In
Johannesburg, Graaf Reinet, Cradock,
Paarl and several other towns in the
Western Province. A conference was
called, and it elected Matt. J. Freder-
icks as Becretary. Frederick's name is
the first to stand out as a Coloured poli-
tical leader of importance. He seems
today to be forgotten, as too many
others in South African history whose
lives might inspire us, are forgotten.

The APO's second conference was in
Graaf-Reinet in April 1804. It had 30-
40 delegates from branches all over
what is now the Union.

Then there was dissension in the
A.P.O. The disputes were largely per-
sonal, and the issues are today forgot-
ten, but to mave the organisation Fre-
dericks effected a coup d'etat and as-
sumed complete control, As a result
the APO came out of its crisis stronger
than before.

Fredericks and others now asked Dr.
A. Abdurahman, a member of the Cape
Town Municipal Council to assume the
presidency, and at a conference at So-
merset East at Easter 1805 Dr. Abdu-
rahman was elected president.

Abdurahman — for all his faults —
s undoubtedly one of the giants in the
history of the Iliberation movement.
After Gandhi, he stands out among the
men of the early years of this country.
It is utterly shameful that no one has
yét written his blography.

With the doctor at the helm “the
whole organisation seemed to throb
with new energy and vitality infused in-
to it by the President. PBranches were
formed, often in quite unexpected
places, and the membership roll showed
& most gratifyingly large increase™ to
use the words of the writer of the APD
history in 1009,

In 1906 when the British handed pow-
er back to the Transvaal Whites, leav-
ing the Non-Europeans without any po-
litical rights, the APO put forward the
demand for the wote for Africans and
Coloureds. When this was rejected as
“ridiculous" the APO ecalled, at least
for the wvote for the Coloureds, and
adopting the method pioneered by
Gandhi and the Natal Indian Congress,
sent Dr. Abdurahman, Fredericks and
its vice-president P. J. Daniels, to Eng-
land to present their case to the British
public.

All the Non-European organisations
persevered with the deputation type of
struggle until as late as 1920, It i= not
correct to smeer at these deputations.
In the circumstances of the times they
marked a4 stage of development of a
militant approach, they were supported
by the most advanced political leaders
and strongly opposed by the government
and its stooges.

In 1907 the APO accepted an invita-
tion to attend a joint conference of
Africans and Coloureds at Queenstown
in November to agree to a common atti-
tude to the Cape elections of 1008, This
was of great importance as the first
serious attempt to fuse the Africans
and Coloureds into one political whole.
Those in BACPO today who are trying
to win the Coloured people to this very
policy may find it useful to remind the
Coloureds that over fifty wyears ago
their organisation the APD was an un-
qualified supporter of this project.

There were about 120 delegates to
the Conference. The African delegates
favoured support for the Unionista in
the elections. The APO reserved its
decision until its next conference at
Indwe in January 1808 and then decided
to adopt the same election policy, but

{Continued on page 15)
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ON PAUL ROBESON

“The Walls Are Tumbling Down”

Last month Paul Robeson's 60th birthday was celebrated
arcund the world and almost from pole to pole.

in 27 countries ‘birthday committees’ listened to Robeson's
vaoice from tape-recordings specially made by him, or
to thea récord of a trans-Atlantic talephone concert to
Thera weare Robeson hall

a London audienca last year.
concerts in Tokyo,

In America, wrote a Negro writer “The walls are tumbling
' down. Mot all at once; but slowly and surely, the
barricade of prejudice and hysteria which has hemmed
in Paul Robeson for the last decade is giving way to

ragson and to shama.™

Sydney and Maealbourns,
Georgetown (British Guiana) and Quite (Ecuador). A
Swedish literary magazine published a “Robeson" issue.

in London a new Robeson biegraphy by Marie Seton, (the
blographer of Eisenstein) was announced, and Robe-
son's own book “"Here | Stand” appeared in the U.5.A.

A mesating of Actors Eguity was tha latest body to pass a
regolution urging that the U.8. State Department give

Robeson a passport to travel to England to appear in

Pericies.

Zurich,

the Shakespeare Memorial

Theatre production of

For Robeson has been silenced and shunned, boycotted and
prevented from giving concerts in the United States or
abroad for the last nine years and Robeson chargea
that his stand for Megro equality lies at the heart of
his struggle with the State Department for a passport.

More than any living man Robeson has spread the Megro
folk song over the world. Of a recent concert a re-
viewer wrote he still possesses “‘ona of the greatest
voices of the century.” :

The campaign to win Robeson his passport so that his voice
may be heard again in the concert halls of the world
geams closa to success.

We print here a 60th birthday tribute to Robeson written

by his wife, the writer ESLANDA GOODE ROBESONM.

‘“His Yoice Is Better Now Than Ever”’

“There is something about Paul
Robeson that inspires enthusiosm
which can only be expresszed in su-
perlatives, People who knew him
or have heard him invariably use
terms such as wonderful, marvel-
lous, great artist, great man. He
has a quality of greatness that
comes through whatever he does.
From hiz high schools days, peo-
ple have said and written that he
was a remarkable student, one of
the greatest athletes of his time,
a magnificent actor. In America,
in England, on the Continent, peo-
ple feel and appreciate that qual-
ity of greatness. He is always
glad and proud when he wing new
laurels, but he remainz modest,
simple, lovable.

Ta:l.e above was written by me sSome-
time during 1928, and form the
closing paragraphs of the book Paul
Robeson, Megro, which was published
by Harpers in 1830, In the intervening
30 wvears, Paul Robeson has not chapg-
ed, he has just become "more so."
When I first met Paul Robeson, near-
ly 40 years ago in Harlem, he was a
very big young man. Bix feet three

Fage Fourtesn

“And now, when he strolls down
the main streets of the large cities
of the world, people recognise him.
Hig handsome, almost Grecian fi-
gure and his dark brown African
face cannot easily be maistaken.
People stare and whisper excited-
ty, “That’'s Paul Robeson.” If they
know him they rush up fo greet
him, sure of the wide, welcoming
grin. He has friends everyhere.
He leaves a trail of friendliness
wherever he goes, this Paul Robe-
gson, Negro, who, with his typically
Negro qualities — his voice, his
genial smile — 18 carving his place
as a citizen of the world, a place
which would most certainly have
made hiz slave father proud.”

inches tall, with hizs 200 pounds well dis-
tributed over a magnificent frame, he
was handsome, and BIG., He had a
fine mind (Phi Beta Kappa), and an en-
gaging friendliness and interest in peo-
ple.

Over the years he has grown larger.
Larger In size: he now weighs 265
pounds, distributed a little too gener-
ously (alas) over his still magnificent

frame. Larger in mind: he has learned
new languages, new musie, new litera-
ture, new techniques in many flelds —
in theatre, concert, films, recording,
radio; he has learned new walues, new
ways of life, new ways of thought.
Larger in friendliness: he has made fri-
énds with many different peoplea all
over the world, and he has also main-
tained and extended his friendship with
his family and his neighbours.

Pu.u.t Robeson began his concert career

by singing Negro music only. Then,
a3 he travelled and studied, he added the
folk music of other peoples. Now he
gings the music of many peoples, In
many languages, and is able to demnon-
strate what he believes to be the uni-
versality of folk music.

Paul Robeson began his political car-
eer with his immediate interest in at-
taining first-class citizenship for the
American Negro. This interest was
very soon extended to an abiding inter-
est in achieving freedom for our Afri-
can brothers and sisters, and later for
the Asian people; his Interest now ex-
tends to the attainment of freedom for
everyone everywhere, and he does what
he can, wherever he i3, to hasten this
goal,

Paul Robeson began his friendliness
career as a very small boy in Princeton,

(Continued on page 15)
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COLOURED PIONEERS

{Continued from page 13)
only after every candidate of Unionista
had given the pledge to oppose any tam-
pering with the political rights of the
Mon-European,

How well-organised was the APO?
Everything indicates that it reached a
level of organisational stability and ef-
ficiency which has never again been
reached by any of the liberatory organ-
isations which followed, with the pos-

gible exception of the Communist
Party.

The APO's official organ — unimag-
inatively titled "A P.O." — which was

published fortnightly from May 2ith,
1909 had 16 glossy well-printed pages,
containing well-written articles, well-
argued dizcussion, and comprehensive
coverage of branch activities,

It is the news from the branches
which is most impressive. Everywhere
— Kimberley, Johannesburg, Pretoria,
Bulawayo, Worcesler, Rondebosch,
Goodwood, Uitenhage, Murraysburg,
Knysna, Carnarvon, Stellenbosch, . . . .
AP0, branches were meeting and, what
is more, sending in full reports to the
newspaper. Perhaps this is partly &
sign of a more lelsurely age, but that
cannot be the whole explanation. It is
also a sign that the APO was fune-
tioning amazingly well and had stable,
nation-wide support.

I will discuss some of the APO's
campaigns in other articles. Here there
is room for only one or two highlights,

First of all. How militant was the
APO? Was it a left-wing organisa-
tion?

f——

{Continued from page 14)

M.J,, where he was born. As A minis-
ter's son, he was friendly with the pari-
shioners, with the neighbours, with his
school-mates, with the townspeople. As
he grew up, this friendliness assumed a
clear pattern which has mnot changed
over the years. He was, and is, friendly
with people who treat other people —
all people — a3 human beings of equal
dignity. He disliked, and later fought
—physically, socially, intellectually and
politically — all those who sought to
deny human beings their fundamental
human rights. His friendliness has ex-
panded over the years, and now includes
whole nations of peoples.

ul Robeson is now at his best. He
knows what he wants to do with his
voice, and how to do it; his wvoice is
more beautiful pow than ever. He
knows what he wants to do with his
life, and how to do it: he wants to be

friends with peaceful people evervwhere,
g0 that he ean sing for them, and they
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The answer is that the APO was —
at least in its sarlier years — decidedly
sympathetic to socialism. Its 1808 con-
ference met in the Socialist Hall In
Buitenkant Street, Cape Town. It sup-
ported A. W. Noon, a Cape Town Munl-
cipal councillor “a true friend of all
workers of every class and creed and
golour . . . with declared socialistic
views"”. And in Kimberley the APO
played a conspicuous part in the return
of militant White socialist J. F. Trem-
bath to the municipal council.

This AFPO-socialist friendship came
to an abrupt end in 1810 when the La-
bour Party betrayel socialism by adopt-
ing the white labour policy, and as a
result the socialist movement and the
Non-European organisations moved
from friendship into a period of active
hostility. Tremhbath stood for parlia-
ment a8 & member of the Labour Party.
He refused to dissociate himself from
the Labour Party's colour-bar policy
and the APO, which had backed him
for so many years, threw its weight
behind the Unionist candidate (roughly
equivalent to the modern Liberal) who
was pledged to resist any attacks on
the rights of the Coloureds. Trembath
was defeated, largely as & result of
the APD opposition.

The fault lay sgquarely with the La-
bour Party. This is the unbelievably
vile stuff “The Worker", organ of the
Labour Party was writing about the
APD, "APOD, the mouth-plece of black,
brown, snuff and butter,” (should have)
“the seat of its pants kicked through
the top of its pepper-corned head . . .
After a nigger has absorbed the poison

can sing with him; he wants to do all he
can to help make a peaceful, secure,
prosperous, healthy, happy world for
our children and grandchildren to live
in, and contribute to.

Paul Robeson, at 60, is & very big
man, inside and outszlde, in the larger
sense of the word, He has been down
in the valley. He was very il recently
for the first time in his life. He met,
faced and coped with illness (with con-
sistent, expert and practical help on
many levels from loyal, devoted friends)
and overcame it, and Iz now back In
good health. He has been subjected to
organised persecution for seven years,
and has shown rare courage and endur-
ance In withstanding the physical, psy-
chological and political assault, These
experiences have made him grow, and
have made him realistically evaluate
and appreciate the very fine friends he
has made all over the world.

At 60 years of age, Paul Robeson is
ready, willing and able to continue hiz
contribution as a citizen of the world,

into his head he will reckon that the
white woman is his game . . . The
APO's editor . . . should get 25 of the
best (lashes)".

The APO leadership had a relatively
advanced attitude to the class struggle.
During the 1009 strike of White railway
workers the APO said of those who
gcabbed; "It ia Impessible to conceive
a more reprehensible and disreputable
manner of obtaining work than by that
which is called blacklegism ... Let it
be hoped that in seeking Work men
will never forget their moral obliga-
tions to thelr fellow-men, be they white
or black."

An extract from an APO editorial
written on the approval by Britain in
1909 of the Colour Bar Act of Union will
glve an idea of how far advanced the
APO In fact was.

“The struggle has not ended. It has
just begun. We, the Coloured and Na-
tive peoples of South Africa, have a
tremendous fight before us. We have
the war of wars to wage . .. No longer
must we look to our flabby friends of
Great Britain.

“Our political destiny iz in our own
hands; and we must be prepared to
face the fight with grim determination
to succeed . . .

“"How are we to set about it? In
our opinion there is but one way and
that is the economic method. Undoub-
tedly the Coloured and Native races of
South Africa hold the strongest weapon
ever placed in the hands of any class.
The very stability, the prosperity, even
the continuance for but a few days of
the economie existence of SBouth Africa
depends on the labour market; and we
are the labour market.

“It may ere long come about that the
necessity will be imposed on us, not in
any Isolated sphera of labour or in any
particular district, but In every sphare
and throughout the whole sub-contin-
ent, to refuse to bolster up the economic
fabric of the people who refuse us poli-
tical freedom. That would bring the
salfish White politicians to their knees.

"It would even go far to show the
White manual workers the wvalue of
combination which iz the only weapon
whereby they will free themselves from
the shackles of that cursed wage sys-
tem, which is sapping the independence
of the people, weakening the national
love of hopnour, and increasing the
geverity and extent of poverty for the
production of a few sordid millionalres."

These words, written almost certainly
by Dr. Abdurahman, are as true today
as they were then, and show how far
ahead of his time was this Coloured
leader in hiz early years.
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CRACKS IN THE EMPIRE?

(Continued from page 7)

have been taken im by the blandish-
ments of Apartheid. The acceptance
of Bantu Authorities by the Transkeian
Bunga and by Cyprian, Paramount
Chief of the Zulus, iz not evidence of
surrender to Apartheéid, It ‘iz merely
the beginning of the struggle against
Apartheld. Every schoolboy knows
that there is not a single scheme which
any Union government seriously intend-
ed to implement which the Transkeian
Bunga has not accepted In the past
fifty years of its existence. It is al-
ways the people who have resisted these
schemes after their acceptance by the
Bunga. The same may be said of those
chiefs who have "accepted” Bantu Au-
thorities in the name of their people.
The real test is the attitude of the peo-
ple when they finally learn ihe mean-
ing of these schemes in practice.

The pleture we have today is one of
an empire in the process of cracking up.
Zeerust, herolcally and with desperate
courage, resists attempted genocide by
the government, The rest of the Trans-
vaal seethes with disetfitent. In Natal
the government is loath to ecall an ".n-
dabz' of all the chiefs and people to dis-
cuss Bantu Authorities, as it was firmly
rejected at the last:indaba. Instead
they resort to the brow-beating of each
individual chief to compel him te ae-
cept. Bimilarly Verwoerd hesitates to
call the people of the Transkei and Cis-
kel to the indabas which he loves 8o
much. Even the chiefs are beginning
to be "unreliable' as they slowly begin
to see through the attempts to sow di-
vision between the different tribes and
gections of tribes. Now we have tho
ridiculours and fantastic charge made
that the Bapedi desire to regain the su-
premacy they enjoyed over other tribes
80 yvears ago!

Meantime the lists of deportees from
tribal areas grows longer. In Zulu-
land alone it is estimated that there are
approximately 50 deporteeg languishing
in remote areas, as a living symbol of
resistance to Apartheld tyranny and a
puarantee of itz fallure to seduce the
people into supporting it. Although
meetings of more than 10 Africans have
been banned since 1952 the cry of “Afri-
ka" will meet with a response anywhere
even in the reserves,

All these promises of “development
of the reserves”, formulated as they are
within the framework of the apartheid
policy of one or more Bantustans, are
for the betterment of Verwoerd nation-
alism, and not for the betterment of the
people. That understanding is begin-
ning to seep through to the rural peo-
ple; it i3 beginning to show itself in
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the mass spirit of struggle and resist-
ance which is developing in the country-
glde. But always there is the Influ-
ence, growing too, of the conservative
and compromising elements who are be-
ing bought over to support the “better-
ment” schemes and its Nationalist in-
ventors, It is the sacred duty of the
liberatory movement which has its main
bases in the urban areas to forge strong
links with the rural people —- to expose
the tricks and propaganda of the Na-
tionalists and to bring the people firmly
within the general fight going on
throughout our country for land, demo-
cracy, equality and peace.

PLEA

Thiz country shaped like the head
of @ mare
Comming full gallop from far off

S
To stretch into the Mediterranean
This country is ours.

Eloody wrists, clenched teeth
bare feet,
Land like a precious silk carpet
Thiz hell, this paradize iz ours.
Let the doors be shut that belong
to others,
Let them never open again
Do away with the enslaving of man
man

: This plea iz ours
To live! Like a tree alone and free
Like a forest in brotherhood

This yearning is ours/!

By NAZIM HIKEMET.
Turkish poet.
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