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ON THE DEATH OF
J. B. MARKS

The Communist, working class and
national liberation movements have
lost a man whose qualities it would
be difficult to replace.

For me, | have lost not only a
leader but also a comrade with
whom | have planned and worked
for over forty years.

| will never forget him.

MOSES M. KOTANE

General Secretary, South African
Communist Party

Treasurer-General, African National
Congress of South Africa.



PAGES FROM HISTORY

BREAKING

THE
SHACKLES

by J. B. MARKS

Recently a new book, Fifty Fighting Years,' appeared in
London. It is a survey of the history of the South African
Communist Party. While work on the book was going on, my
Party comrades requested that I should look it through and
express my opinion on this treatment of the history of our
Party and perhaps recall something to make the necessary
additions. My past life rushed into my memory. Just then I
was invited to give my recollections in the journal World
Marxist Review.

[ was eighteen years old when, at the end of July 1921, the
founding conference of the Communist Party of South Africa
was held at the Cape Town City Hall. It was the first
Communist Party that had appeared on the African continent.
It was founded by D.I. Jones, S.P. Bunting and W.H. Andrews.
These wonderful representatives of the labour movement in
our country, and internationalists deserve special mention.

I never had a chance to meet Jones. From 1920 on he was
in Moscow where, along with representatives of other newly-

| Fifty Fighting Years — The South African Communist Party 1921-
1971. By A. Lerumo, Inkululeko Publications, London.



founded brother parties, he helped Lenin to found the Third,
Communist International and to build it up organisationally.
Four years later, in 1924, he died of consumption. But while
I did not know him personally, he exerted a direct and strong
influence on the formation of my world outlook. It was he
who taught us to approach every event from a class and
Party standpoint. He set us an example of Leninist inter-
nationalism.

Jones was the first man in our country who, on hearing the
news of the victorious rising in Petrograd, fully appreciated
the significance of the 1917 events, which shook the world.
He immediately saw the magnitude of the revolution and he
told us, his young comrades, that it was not a miracle but
the greatest advance ever made by mankind towards freedom
and socialism. He was certain that the workers of South
Africa must follow the same course and he fought for it.
Even today I cannot read without emotion the following
lines he wrote in November 1917: “Our task in South Africa
is a great one. We must educate the people in the principles
of the Russian Revolution. We have to prepare the workers
against any attempt to mobilise them against their Russian
comrades, and in preparing, spread the flames of the most
glorious and most peaceful revolution of all time.”

I was strongly impressed by Jones’s report to the Comin-
tern entitled “Communism in South Africa”. In it he dealt
in full measure, and even prophetically, with that difficult
task which was so highly important to us. He called on us to
regard the task of “‘bringing Negro workers” into the fight
for the working-class cause and seeking co-operation between
the movement of white workers and that of Negroes as a task
of vital importance. Jones revealed to us the breadth and
flexibility of genuine revolutionary, Marxist strategy and
tactics having nothing to do with barren sectarianism, which
regards every movement for partial reforms as a betrayal of
the proletariat’s interests and dismisses every struggle, except
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the ‘purely proletarian’ struggle, as a waste of energy.

Our Party is indebted to Jones for its early knowledge of
the great Lenin’s ideas. He explained them to us indefatigably,
and did that even in his last letter from the hospital. I would
like to quote several lines from that appeal to us. I have just
been reading one of Lenin’s early brochures of 1902, where
he declares that the political struggle of the working class is
not exclusively a struggle for the economic betterment of the
workers, but also a struggle in which the party of the workers
enters in defence of every oppressed section, even non-worker
sections, of society. For example he cited the call to the
workers to demonstrate against the Czar drafting . . . students
into the army. A positive attitude on every issue!”

[ learned a great deal from W. Andrews, an outstanding
organiser and revolutionary. It was he who announced the
founding of the South African Communist Party at the
meeting held before the Party’s founding congress, which sat
from July 30 to August 1, 1921. He was the Party’s first
General Secretary. His articles and speeches helped me and
my Communist friends the better to see the goals and tasks
of our Party and to fight devotedly for the interests of the
Party and the people.

I knew S. Bunting best of all. I will come to that somewhat
later. At this point I will only say this much, that I am glad
because now that a history of the SACP has been written,
young Communists and progressive people of our country
have an opportunity to learn much that is interesting and
instructive about those fiery revolutionaries.

At a time when our Party was being formed, | was a share-
cropper working for a white farmer, and a labourer. And
before explaining why I became a Communist let me tell you
about my modest experiences of that time.

I was born in the town of Ventersdorp in West Transvaal. |
was the seventh child of mixed parentage (an African father
who was a worker on the South African Railways for the
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better part of his life and a mother of white origin who was a
laundress and midwife).

In a country where everything was dominated by inhuman
laws and racial segregation as early as the turn of the century,
the non-white origin doomed me to constant humiliation. I
performed all kinds of casual work at the time and this
brought me face to face with the lot of the non-European
worker who laboured from dawn to dusk. That was when I
first realised the need to fight for the workers’ just cause.

I was lucky, for I succeeded in finishing a primary school. I
wanted to study further but I was barred from a boarding
school because of the discrimination against non-whites. In
1919 my parents succeeded in having me enrolled in Kilnerton
Teachers’ Training College in Pretoria. 1 remember well my
countrymen saying when they saw me off: “John, you must
become a priest and pray for us that God will ease our lot.”

It was not so easy for a young African to enrol in a
teachers’ college and a still more difficult task to study in the
oppressive atmosphere of drill and violence. Students were
locked up and kept on “*hard tack”; they were punished for
every small fault and often for no fault at all. Naturally most
of us could not, and did not, put up with this order of things.
In the end, students went on strike and the honour of its
leadership fell on me. Thus, for the first time in my life, I
acquired some habits of political struggle. I realised that my
path was not the career of a clergyman, enjoined by my
countrymen, but the path of active struggle against evil. Since
that time I have been advocating the need for a constant
struggle against racial and social oppression.

But I had to travel a long path before I became a conscious
Communist. This happened in the following way. Having over-
come considerable difficulties, I at last got a teacher’s diploma.
I taught in several places in the Transvaal and Orange Free
State. I also taught the children of diamond mine workers.
African miners performed the most arduous and unhealthy
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jobs for a pittance. The recently-born Communist Party
conducted active propaganda among the workers. As for
me, | could no longer live without fighting our oppressors
since the time of the student strike mentioned above. This,
incidentally, accounted for frequent changes in places of
work. No one wanted to employ a man who was aware of
injustice and exploitation and refused to put up with them.

When 1 was employed at a mine, I naturally joined in the
miners’ struggle and attended their meetings. Once, at a
meeting, | saw on the platform a man whose fiery speech
enthralled me and I opened my eyes to many things. I made
up my mind to get acquainted with him. It was S.P. Bunting,
whom | mentioned before, promising to tell more about him.

When he heard that 1 was a teacher and had a keen
interest in progressive ideas, Bunting invited me to come to
Johannesburg, where at 414 Fox Street there were Com-
munist Party headquarters. Making Bunting’s acquaintance
turned over my life. He apprised me of the ideas of Marxism-
Leninism. I realised that I should join the Communist Party.
I had been prepared for this by my long search for an answer
to the question of how to eliminate social and racial hatred,
how to secure happiness for my people. It became clear to
me that to understand the ideas of Marxism-Leninism means
actively struggling for them in the ranks of the Communist
Party.

Thus, in 1928, 1 for ever associated my life with the
Communist Party, with 'the struggle for the triumph of
Marxism-Leninism. I realised the main thing at that time,
namely, that both whites and Africans must join in the class
struggle. 1 fully realised the harmfulness of nationalist senti-
ments to which I had not been entirely immune in the past.
Marxism-Leninism opened my eyes to the fact that the
decisive thing is not national but class distinctions, the
irreconcilability of the class contradictions between the pro-
letariat and the capitalists, and that only the working class
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can fight consistently against capitalist exploitation, rallying
all the oppressed and disinherited behind it. This convinced
me that the Communist Party is the only party which can
free my people from oppression and lead them to freedom
and a just social system.

From then on 1 took part in many battles carried on by
my working class, by my people. For instance, I recall
December 1929, the anniversary of the bloody struggle in
which Zulus had suffered defeat at the hands of the united
forces of colonialists armed to the teeth. Communists decided
to use the mournful anniversary for stepping up the move-
ment against racial discrimination. We organised a big meeting
of protest in Potchefstroom. The first speaker was E.T.
Mofutsanyana, a prominent Communist Party leader. No
sooner had he said a few phrases than white racialists howled:
“Shut up, Kaffir!” The meeting, however, continued. 1 also
took the floor and spoke for 20 minutes or more. The
racialists who were present at the meeting started brawling
and opened fire on the crowd. Eleven Africans were wounded,
one of them mortally. I was pulled down and trampled under-
foot. 1 was saved from imminent death by a few African
women who snatched a pistol out of the hands of the racialist
who aimed at me.

We turned the funeral of our comrade who had died in the
hospital into a massive demonstration. At the graveyard
S.P. Bunting said words which were stamped on my memory
for all my life: “The seeds of liberation will germinate out of
the shed blood!”

In 1931 I was barred from teaching for my political
activity. On hearing this, the Party immediately called me to
Johannesburg to undertake important organisational work.
From that time onwards | continued my political activities
in the Communist Party, African National Congress and the
trade unions. In 1932 [ was elected to the Central Committee.
In the same year the Party nominated me for election to



parliament. Being an African, I had no right to seek election
to that legislative body but the Party nominated me to stress
the utter injustice of a constitution that only served the
interests of the whites.

In the Party ranks I learned skilfully to combine legal,
illegal and semi-legal means of struggle. | read a lot in those
years. To many questions | found answers in the works of
Marx, Engels and Lenin. However, I did not have a chance to
study the writings of Marx, Engels and Lenin thoroughly
until I went illegally to the Soviet Union, where [ studied in
the Communist University of Working People of the East for
a while. The works of the classics of Marxism-Leninism have
become my companions for all my life. It seems to me (and
this will be especially useful for all young Communists to
know) that it is not advisable to read works by Marx, Engels
and Lenin only once, or to assimilate them at a swoop, so to
say. They must be studied constantly. True, the works of the
classics of Marxism-Leninism are read differently by a begin-
ner and an experienced fighter, and each time we find ever
new valuable ideas and advice.

I recall the great African miners’ strike on the Witwaters-
rand in August 1946. Although the Second World War had
come to an end and the colonial system of imperialism had
begun to crumble under the impact of the historic victories
of the Soviet Union over Nazism, the condition of South
African miners remained cheerless. Their wages were abys-
mally low. The management banned workers’ meetings con-
vened without its special permit. Under these conditions, the
African Mine Workers’ Union demanded a minimum wage
and the repeal of draconic measures, failing which strike
action would be taken. The employers categorically refused
to meet the workers’ demands, following which, in May, a
conference representing a majority of the gold-mine workers
was held in Johannesburg. It was attended by over 1,100
delegates. A general strike was set for August 12.
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The appeal to strike was supported by 100,000 miners.
The protest movement was joined by workers from other
industries. The general strike caused alarm at the New York
and London stock-exchanges. Prime Minister Smuts ordered
police to open fire on the strikers. Hundreds of miners were
killed or wounded. The government never published official
data on this. Leaders of the Mine Workers’ Union and
members of the Johannesburg District Committee of the
Party were arrested and were charged with sedition in a trial.
Police also arrested me, for at that time I was the Mine
Workers’ Union president. Only the workers’ solidarity saved
me and my comrades from the authorities’ savage reprisals.

That strike was one of the important events which taught
my people, revealed to them what had been hidden from
their vision, and destroyed lies and illusions. True, the strike
was brutally crushed by the racialist state and reprisals against
the miners were succeeded by unprecedented persecution of
the Communist Party.

Under the racialist regime, to be a Communist, a fighter
for Marxist-Leninist ideas, meant incurring more difficulties
and facing greater dangers. Since 1950 the situation had
worsened, for the fascist rulers, frightened by the growing
anti-racialist and anti-colonialist movement and the spread of
progressive ideas, adopted the Suppression of Communism
Act. This draconic measure made Communists go under-
ground. It was followed by a series of new heavy blows
struck at the Communist Party; many of  my comrades-in-
arms were arrested.

I would like to tell how the racialists dealt with Bram
Fischer, a prominent Communist. He never stopped fighting
in even the harsh conditions of illegality, forming militant
groups throughout the country and operating for a long time
under the very nose of the police. It was only by mere chance
that police managed to track him down. His courage was a
source of strength to patriots. In the dock he assumed the
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role of prosecutor and courageously challenged the monstrous
system of racialism. *““I, who come from one of the most
privileged South African families,” Bram Fischer said at the
trial, *‘took the right road. I was with those whom apartheid
had robbed of everything. I knew what they expected me to
do and I did that. 1 felt deeply responsible not to those who
are indifferent to the suffering of others but to those who
suffer.”” This courageous revolutionary has been in Pretoria
prison ever since, sentenced for life. But a party which has
such fearless leaders as Bram Fischer is certain, hard as its
path may be and however great the sacrifices to be made, to
lead the peoples of its country, the long-suffering peoples of
South Africa, to freedom and happiness.

I have mentioned a few of our pioneers and leaders in
these brief reminiscences. But it would be impossible here to
recount the names of all the talented and courageous com-
rades of our Party. South Africans of all national origins such
as Johannes Nkosi, Govan Mbeki, Ahmed Kathrada, Alpheus
Maliba and many others who faced death and torture in the
fascist prison cells or who fell on the battlefields as guerrillas
of Umkhonto we Sizwe — side by side with Walter Sisulu,
Nelson Mandela and thousands of non-Communist fightersin
our national liberation movement.

Despite all police atrocities, the fascist rulers failed to
strangle the Communist Party or stop the spread of Com-
munist ideas in the country. In May 1950 a hastily convened
Central Committee dissolved the Communist Party without
consulting the Party membership. Subsequent developments
clearly revealed the distinction between those Party leaders
who regarded this move as a temporary, tactical measure and
those who had succumbed to the hardships of the struggle.
The staunch Marxist-Leninists, who were in the majority,
soon restored their organisation, working underground.

In 1961, having tried all possibilities of bringing about a
peaceful transfer of power to the people, our Party decided,
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in common with other democratic forces, primarily the
African National Congress, on overthrowing the racialist
regime by force of arms. To make adequate preparations for
this, the Party is carrying on many-sided activity in the
country, in which it combines illegal and armed struggle with
peaceful and legal struggle where possible. It devotes special
attention to the organisational and ideological consolidation
of the Party and to the propaganda and dissemination of
Marxist-Leninist teachings.

In 1962, the Party held its national conference in illegal
conditions. The conference adopted a new programme —
The Road to South African Freedom — calling for a united
national-liberation front as an immediate task. I was elected
Party Chairman. By the time I was expelled from South
Africa, in 1963, I had already been restricted from partici-
pating in any political or trade-union activities.

A fresh surge of energy for struggle has always been and is
given by trips to the Soviet Union, which I visited for the first
time in 1933. All the details of this trip are still fresh in my
memory. You will readily imagine the impression it left on a
man who had just burst from a world where life was subject
to the laws of racial segregation and found himself in an
entirely new world, the world of socialism. Here he saw that
all nations, irrespective of the colour of their skin, enjoy
equal rights and live in full harmony.

Since then I have visited the Soviet Union on many
occasions and each time I was amazed by the gigantic scale of
socialist and communist construction, the immense growth of
the people’s well-being and the scope of socialist democracy
and humanity for all working people. I had the honour of
attending the historic 24th CPSU Congress and conveyed to
it greetings from the South African Communists.

I was happy to be present in the Soviet Union in the
significant year of 1972, when the Soviet people and all
progressive humanity are going to solemnly mark the 50th
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anniversary of the formation of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, a multi-national socialist state, the bulwark of
peace and friendship for all peoples.

I would like to end my story by stressing that the struggle
waged by the South African Communist Party for the libera-
tion of South Africa is part and parcel of the world anti-
imperialist struggle waged by the Soviet Union, the socialist
countries, the revolutionary working class and its allies — the
oppressed peoples struggling for national freedom.
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THE FUNERAL OF J. B. MARKS

SAD
FAREWELL

In a moving ceremony at the Novodevichye Cemetery in Moscow on
11 August, many of his friends and supporters gathered to pay their
last respects to J.B. Marks. A large group of South Africans was present,
prominent among them Moses Kotane, General Secretary of the Com-
munist Party, Alfred Nzo, Secretary-General of the African National
Congress, and Yusuf Dadoo, member of the Central Commitiee of the
S.A.C.P. The funeral was also attended by a number of leading repre-
sentatives of the Soviet Union and of the international Communist
movement, as well as many members of the public.

The funeral meeting was addressed by Comrades A. Nzo, LS.
Gustov, candidate member of the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union, Hero of the Soviet Union, Academ-
ician Y.K. Fyodorov, Vice-Chairman of the Soviet Peace-Committee,
G. Starushenko, deputy director of the Africa Institute, and Y.M.
Dadoo, on behalf of the Central Committee of the South African
Communist Party.

A military band played Chopin’s Funeral March, and after Comrade
Dadoo’s address the South Africans sang Nkosi Sikalel’ iA frika. The
ceremony concluded to the strains of The International.

Reproduced below are the speeches of Comrades Nzo and Dadoo.
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‘J.B."s IMMENSE CONTRIBUTION"
Alfred Nzo

On behalf of the African National Congress and the millions of
oppressed people in our land, we are gathered here to say a final
farewell to our beloved comrade Marks — a true man of the people
and a worthy champion of the working class and all oppressed people
of our country.

There are indeed few men in the history of our land who have
equalled comrade JB’s immense contribution to the bitter struggles of
South Africa’s millions against national oppression and exploitation.

Here was a great patriot who blended national fervour with a true
spirit of internationalism. For over 40 years he was a loyal and devoted
member of our national movement and rose to become one of its chief
guides and architects during the period of its emergence as a great
revolutionary force. He was one of the founders of African Trade
Unionism, the leader of the African Mine-workers Union whose great
strike in 1946 shook the ruling class to its foundations. He was a true
Marxist Leninist and one of the pillars of the South African Com-
munist Party whose chairman he was when he died. He was well known
and loved by millions beyond the borders of our country for his great
spirit of internationalism.

Comrade Marks’ many-sided qualities enriched our whole movement.
In him was personified the indispensable unity of national and class
forces which characterises our revolutionary united front. He will be
remembered not only as a great political figure but as a man whose
warmth and humanity endeared him to all who had the privilege of
working with him. No one was afraid of seeking Uncle JB’s advice on
all manner of problems whether personal or political because they
knew that even in the midst of turmoil they would be met with that
broad warm smile and fatherly wisdom.

We are all so much the poorer for the passing of a man such as this;
a man born out of our struggle but one who at the same time helped
so enormously to give it direction and clarity. The cause to which he
devoted his whole life is still unfulfilled and he died in forced exile
away from the land of his birth. But when the inevitable victory comes
it will bear the stamp of this great figure and his name will be honoured
by our people forever.
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Uncle JB’s final resting place is here in the land of Lenin — a land
which he always correctly regarded as an advanced outpost of human-
ity’s surge towards a life free from national oppression and all forms
of exploitation.

It is, of course sad that we cannot lay him to rest in the soil of our
own country but it is fitting that his remains should rest in the tempor-
ary custody of what comrade Marks always described with real affec-
tion as the Land of the Proletariat. To the Soviet People, the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union, the Soviet Government and all who
looked after him so lovingly during his last illness we say a humble
thank you.

We who remain will dedicate ourselves to complete Uncle JB’s
life-work. We pledge not only to honour his memory but to ensure
that what he stood and worked for throughout his life will come to
pass.

We will guard, as he did, the unity of our movement.

We will pursue our national struggle, as he did, in the true spirit of
internationalism.

We will make even firmer the bridge which he helped to build in our
country between the national and class forces.

Above all, we will live out our lives, as he did, in the service of our
revolution and we will ever be inspired by his simple words which
explained why he became an activist:

‘As for me’ he said, ‘I could no longer live without fighting our

oppressors.’
AMANDLA NGAWETHU!

“TRULY A HERO OF OUR STRUGGLE®
Yusuf Dadoo

We are gathered here to bid our last farewell to one of the greatest sons
of our country, South Africa, outstanding fighter of the international
working class, John “Beaver” Marks.

Uncle J.B., as he was affectionately known to us all, was truly a
hero of our struggle. His long history of courageous leadership of the
cause of liberation, his dauntless championing of the aspirations of the
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working people, deservedly made his name a household word among
the oppressed and exploited people throughout the length and breadth
of the land, inspiring confidence among the masses and striking awe
into the hearts of the enemy — the ruling class and the white racialists.

As Chairman of our South African Communist Party and a member
of the National Executive Committee of the African National Congress,
he played an indispensible role in helping to guide our whole liberation
movement through one of its most difficult periods. His conviction
that our cause would triumph never for one moment flagged.

After listening to the late S.P. Bunting addressing a meeting of
workers at the mine where he was employed, J.B. Marks joined the
Communist Party in 1928 and devoted himself thenceforward to the
fight for national and social emancipation, undeterred by the fierce
hostility of the white racialists towards the revolutionaries of our
country. He narrowly escaped death in 1929 when a fascist opened
fire on the platform he was speaking from. The incident served only to
steel his determination. He was elected to the Central Committee of the
Communist Party in 1932.

The name of J.B. Marks will ever be associated with the bitter
struggles of the African gold miners of the Witwatersrand, surely among
the most savagely exploited proletarians in the world. Recruited from
all corners of Southern Africa, both inside and outside the borders of
the Republic of South Africa, herded like prisoners into barrack-like
compounds, and constantly policed and spied upon by the monopoly-
capitalist owners and their state, the organisation of these workers was
a most formidable task. This task was successfully accomplished by the
African Mine Workers’ Union under the presidency of our late Comrade
J.B. Marks. In August 1946 under his inspiring leadership the miners
came out in a historic strike Jdirected at the heart of the cheap labour
system until after a week they were forced back to work by police
bullets and batons.

There followed a wave of unprecedented repression and persecution
of Communists and all revolutionaries which has continued to the
present day — first under the Smuts government and then its successor,
headed by the openly Nazi Nationalist Party of Malan, Verwoerd and
Vorster. The Communist Party was banned in 1950 and the African
National Congress in 1960.

J.B. Marks, like his comrades, was subjected to numerous and
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repeated bans and restrictions on their activities and movements. He
continued undeterred with underground activity, both in the ANN.C.
and in the South African Communist Party of which he was elected
Chairman at its fifth illegal conference in 1962.

He was then instructed by the National Executive Committee of the
African National Congress to join the headquarters of the External
Mission in Tanzania in organising our resistance. He stood at the heart
of this movement until he suffered a stroke — that is, cerebral damage
— one year ago.

Comrade Marks was an outstanding internationalist. As the Chair-
man of our Party he ardently supported our unanimous policy: unity
of the international Communist movement — the core of the world-
wide struggle against imperialism and war, for national independence
and peace.

As a Marxist-Leninist he firmly believed in the need at all times for
the international working class to rally around the banner of the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics and the community of socialist states, the
main force against imperialism and reaction.

The Soviet Union — “land of the proletariat™ or “the Mecca of
revolutionaries™ as J.B. was fond of calling this country — was very
dear to his heart and it was but fitting that the last year of his life was
spent here, and that this great land has become his resting place. The
Central Committee of the South African Communist Party expresses its
deep and sincere appreciation of the wonderful care and attention

which was shown towards Comrade J.B. Marks by the government of
“the Soviet Union and the leadership of the CPSU, the skill and kindness

of the doctors and the nursing staff and the hospitality of the Soviet
people.

Farewell Comrade Marks!

Your personal warmth, humanity and charm will ever remain fresh
in our minds. We shall ever be inspired by your example as a man, a
comrade and a great political figure.

Rest assured that we and the millions of our oppressed and exploited
people shall not relent nor waver, but shall continue to work unceas-
ingly, as you did, for the complete victory of the noble cause of

destroying once and for all the hideous system of white supremacy and
of creating a South Africa free from all forms of exploitation.
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We pledge to carry on to the complete victory of our revolution —
for the final triumph of the noble cause for which you lived, struggled
and died, in your own words:

‘The triumph of peace, national freedom, democracy and social-
ism, all over the world!’

Hamba kahle, J.B. Marks!
Maatla ke a rona!
Amandla ngawethu!
Mayibuye i’Afrika!
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ON THE DEATH OF J.B. MARKS

MESSAGES
OF
CONDOLENCE

From all parts of the world, messages of condolence on the passing of
our late Chairman have been reaching the Central Committee of the
South African Communist Party. Those which arrived before the going
to press of this issue of The African Communist are reproduced below.
The Party expresses its appreciation to all who have written to us on

this sad occasion.

COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE SOVIET UNION

It is with profound grief that we inform you that Comrade John Marks,
Chairman of the South African Communist Party, member of the
National Executive Committee of the African National Congress of
South Africa died in Moscow on August 1, 1972 after a long and grave

illness.
The African and international Communist, workers’ and national

liberation movements have lost an outstanding figure, true Marxist-
Leninist, passionate fighter for the cause of liberation of African peoples
from the fetters of imperialism, colonialism and racism.
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Comrade John Marks for decades headed the South African Com-
munist Party, he has made an invaluable contribution to the struggle of
African proletariat and was a prominent leading figure of the African
National Congress of South Africa.

In the years of his indefatigable political activities Comrade Marks
consistently upheld the principles of proletarian internationalism, tire-
lessly fought for the unity and consolidation of the world communist
and workers’ movement. This has won him deep respect of communists,
fighters for national liberation, of all people of integrity in Africa and
throughout the world.

Soviet people know Comrade John Marks well as a faithful friend
of the Soviet Union, and highly appreciate his contribution to the
strengthening of friendship between our parties and peoples. Together
with you we are deeply grieved by this severe bereavement.

The fond memory of Comrade John Marks will remain in the hearts
of Soviet people forever.

Central Committee

COMMUNIST PARTY OF BELGIUM

Comrade Marks made an everlasting contribution to the cause of
socialism and the liberation of the South African people from imperial-
ism, racism and oppression. The Belgian Communists will treasure his

memory.
Mare Drumaux
President

BULGARIAN COMMUNIST PARTY

It was with deep sorrow that we learnt of the heavy loss suffered by the
South African Communist Party by the death of its President —
Comrade John Marks. The communists and all progressive forces in
South Africa are parting with their true son who has devoted his life to
the struggle against racism and apartheid, for independence and
equality.
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With the death of Comrade Marks the international communist and
working class movement has lost an outstanding leader and fighter for
unity and progress and for the victory of communism.

Central Committee

COMMUNIST PARTY OF CANADA

It was with deep sorrow that we learned of the death of Comrade Marks,
Chairman of your fighting Party, outstanding champion of proletarian
internationalism, great Communist leader and Marxist-Leninist scholar.
With you the International Communist movement mourns the passing
of a courageous leader of the revolutionary struggle of the South
African working class and toiling masses for freedom, social justice and
destruction of the hated fascist apartheid, for peace, social justice,
democracy, independence and socialism. . .. Rest assured, dear comrades,
that our Party in the spirit of your departed leader, Comrade J.B. Marks,
will always march shoulder to shoulder with you to victory in our
common cause.
William Kashtan
General Secretary

COMMUNIST PARTY OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Please accept our most profound condolences on the demise of the
Chairman of your Party, Comrade J.B. Marks. Your Party and the
whole international Communist and workers’ movement has lost in his
person a devoted active opponent against racialism and Fascism in
South Africa, an advocate of the liberation of African countries from
colonialism and neo-colonialism, of co-operation of all anti-imperialist
forces.

In his unswerving effort for the unity of the world Communist and
workers’ movement, Comrade Marks always relied firmly on the princi-
ples of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism. Let his
memory be honoured.

Central Committee
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FRENCH COMMUNIST PARTY

We have learnt with sorrow of the death of Comrade John Marks,
chairman of your Party, eminent fighter of the international Communist
and labour movement, in the anti-colonialist and anti-racialist struggle.
Please convey our condolences to his family and accept, at this sad time,
the fraternal solidarity of the French communists with your just

struggle.
Secretariat of the Central Committee

SOCIALIST UNITY PARTY OF GERMANY

As an outstanding leader of the international Communist and workers’
and national liberation movements, as well as an unyielding fighter for
the freeing of the African peoples from the shackles of imperialism,
colonialism, neo-colonialism and racialism, John B. Marks rendered
great and lasting services. The Socialist Unity Party of Germany will
ever treasure his memory as a true Marxist-Leninist and as for many
years the Chairman of the South African Communist Party.
Erich Honecker
First Secretary, Central Committee

COMMUNIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN

It is with the deepest sense of loss that we heard of the untimely loss of
that great fighter for freedom and socialism, J.B. Marks. This was a
severe blow not only for South Africa but for the international working
class.

I knew J.B. personally and with every meeting my admiration for
him grew. A truly great man his whole life was a model for the
national liberation movement the world over. We in the British move-
ment have always felt the closest friendship and solidarity with the
South African Communist Party and people. We pledge anew to do all
within our power to fulfill our responsibilities of solidarity with your

struggle.
John Gollan
General Secretary
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COMMUNIST PARTY OF GREECE

The Communists of Greece will keep forever in their hearts the bright
memory of J.B. Marks, who dedicated all his life to the cause of the
liberation of the peoples of Africa from the shackles of imperialism,
colonialism and racialism, of the defence of the ideals of peace, demo-
cracy and socialism; who consistently fought for the unity and consoli-
dation of the ranks of the world Communist and working class move-
ment.
Kostas Kollyanis
First Secretary, Central Committee

UNITED PARTY OF COMMUNISTS OF HAITI

We join with you in sorrow at the passing of a great militant, Comrade
J.B.Marks. On this sad occasion our Party renews its complete solidarity
with you for the liberation of the South African people. Your fight
against the racialist and neo-colonialist regime of the upholders of
apartheid is for us the same as the fight against Duvalier tyranny
sustained by North