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Our Students 
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Text appearing in Libertacao, No. 22, September 1962, 
the organ of the PAIGC. Translated from Portuguese. 

Our Party, as the vanguard Party of our people's struggle, is not only con­
cerned with the present and the near future, but also with the more distant 
future. Thus, it considers the situation which will obtain after independence 
and the difficulties which we will have to face. All African countries, due to 
the process of colonization, are backward countries, suffering economic and 
cultural underdevelopment. Our country is no exception. Our task is all the 
greater since we will have to overcome in very little time many difficulties 
which inhibit the progress of our country: illiteracy, sickness, infant morta­
lity, a colonially structured economy, etc. 

Thus, our Party, realistically, has decided to prepare those people who 
will in a few years contribute to the making of progress in our country. 
Through its external activity, it has secured a few dozen scholarships which 
have benefited some of the members of the Party. We have students in several 
European countries who have generally done very well. Many of them, the 
large majority of them, are among the top-ranking students in those 
countries. It is with great satisfaction that the Party realizes the high level of 
revolutionary awareness and the clear vision of perspectives and future res­
ponsibilities which are shared by our students who look at their studies as 
part of the struggle for liberation. The Party trusts them because they trust 
the Party. Our comrades study mainly medicine, nursing, economics, 
agronomy, and technical sciences. 

They will be, in a very near future, a precious aid in the tasks required in 
the construction of a society free from the colonialist yoke. And in the near 
future, after liberation has taken place, we will create the necessary condi­
tions which will permit education for the whole people ; and we will fmally 
end the burden of illiteracy and lack of education, and thus allow progress 
in our country. 

But today the main task is the political struggle. This struggle, by raising 
our awareness and human dignity, is also an agent of education. 

Each one of us must, as far as possible, aim at increasing his experience 
and his knowledge in the present circumstances. Those who know how to 
read must read a great deal and try to obtain information on the problems 
which interest the men of today. And as much as possible he should also help 
his fellows, either by sharing with them his knowledge or by teaching them 
how to read. The revolution which will free us is a great school, our best 
school! 

Some of our students have come back from the countries where they are 
carrying out their studies in order to spend their vacation with their com­
rades. During this short period of time they have greatly helped those in 
most need. This is a correct path. Keep in mind that our students are from 
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the people ; they are poor and simple boys from the most humble houses 
of our people. 

Participation of Students in the Struggle for National Liberation 

Eduardo Mondlane 

Excerpt from a White Paper issued by Eduardo 
Mondlane, President of FRELIMO, in 1967. Translated 
from Portuguese by Douglas L. Wheeler and printed in 
African Historical Studies, II, 2, 1969. 

As stated in the introduction, once FRELIMO was formed and structured, 
it attempted to introduce students to the experience of the struggle for the 
national liberation of the Mozambican People . 

This attitude was as much a necessity of the situation as it was part of the 
needs and aspirations of the Mozambican People. The student is part of the 
People , like any other group, and the same duties fall to him [since these 
duties I come from the same rights. Furthermore , due to the situation of 
illiteracy of more than 95% of the population, being a student in itself is a 
privilege, and it is normal, therefore , that this privilege postulates a major 
fulfillment of duties, especially since the benefit of a scholarship is a direct 
consequence of the struggle of the masses, mainly composed of illiterates. 

But everyone realizes that the majority of students do not aspire to have 
special privileges,  since their privileged situation is somewhat against that for 
which they are struggling, when, directly by their physical presence, or 
indirectly, they contribute to the fight against Portuguese colonialism and 
imperialism, responsible for the present obscurantist situation in the 
Fatherland. 

It is for this reason - keeping in mind as well the sum of the technical 
knowledge of students and intellectuals for the sake of the development of 
the struggle for national liberation, and recognizing the need for a close unity 
between the student, the intellectual, and the masses, and knowing that 
[students] still have a great deal to learn - that FRELIMO has established 
a certain number of principles of conduct. 

Quite a while ago the Central Committee of FRELIMO decided that all 
students whO leave Mozambique, before pursuing their studies, must parti­
cipate during a certain period in specific tasks in the struggle for national 
liberation. 

Thus, from the very beginning, it was required that the student could by 
this participation acquire through practice initial revolutionary training and 
would fully participate in the struggle and aspirations of the masses; at the 
same time, [the student would] be putting his knowledge acquired by study 
at the disposal of the national cause. 
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