1. Comrade Monteiro what progress
has the liberation movement in Ma-
rambique made in recent months?

2. What is being done about the re-
organisation of sciety in the libera-
ted oroas, porticularly with regord to
health, oducation and oconomic deve-
lopmant?.

Comrade Jose Monteiro,
FRELIMO representative in Algeria,
answers questions on the

MOZAMBIQUE
REVOLUTION

The ammed srugle was lanched in Morambiaue in Sprembe 1964 Sine ch
time the struggle has been going on in the two northern provinces of Mozam-
Uiave, Nivsa and Cabo Delgada: Our acton there s forced. the Porivguie nte
the posidon of haviog 10 confie demuaves (0 ilated miliry oupous and
other weskened posions away from the cantre of the areas. Furhemors, thic
movements from onc other are &evcrdy satricied becauae of the exthat
of the action and cantol of our froedom

o mid-1967 e hve b bl 10 e e ¥ posts themsclves, due o
increased firing power and heavier armarent capability. Thus we have not only
aptured lcge quaniis of matsa but have sl dtroyed some pots ogeher.
in hese areas we are now able 1o crete the condidons o real Thrated e

vwelve strong posiions have been distroyed. The milcary aitport of Mue

hestrongess Portugice. post i Cibo Delgade has bean anacked several s
and planes and fuel dumps thece have been totally destroyed.

But the moss important development in the armed susggle bugan taot Mardy ==
when the strugsle was carried into the Tewe province, A glance xu the map of the
Tete region will show the importance of this front, dissceted by the Zambesi eiver
and toudiing Zimbsbwe, Malawi and South Africa. Recent statements by high-
ranking members of the South African regime have conceded that the secority of
the white man and the maintenance of che present system could depend on the
Zambesi area in Mozambique. Another important factor is that we are fighting in
this province close to Zimbabwe, and thus there exists the capability of much morc
than moral support and solidarity alone between Frelimo and the frecdom fighters
in Zibabye, and a mch sronger conneclon bekween th fighing forcs in our
countries may be created. We n this arca the way can be opened to the
bears of white Afecs and 1o e indling of the enire region imo n revoltio
nary sistio

The Tow rovinc frond joimporian 201 only 10 us bt 1 the mases of Southern
Afics sod thir il mavemens. The Poreguss are planning o buid on he
Fambes River 4 giane dam o Gabora Bust. Tt has boen calulated chae slsticty
Trom this power souce will be half the pm o ather supplics — and 5 Soutn
Wica has o Teading inceret in v projeet and il bendlt directy from i, it
means that the Cabora Basea project will be used by the South African regime not
only for theix own gain and at the &xpense of the people — chey will also be
Fartharing theie aim stcmplicg 1o gln conerol of Independent Afrcan nascs
through economic bribes.

Furthermore, ic is planned to sectle one million white scuers in the region — and
e 1 naoady wh doubes hat they vould form 3 bulwark sgainst S indepen-
Gence of Southern Africs

The Porcoguese, 45 1 have told you, have been forecd by our miliuary action in
the w0 northern provinces to leave large arcas altogether. Furthermore, in areas
wheee they sull have posts, they hase no control whatioover over the area and
cannot move through it with case. Jt is in these aceas thar Frclimo had 1o organi
anew lifc and help create new social relationships. It was ndccssary <o build b
e of a democrate socery. We ot faced with immedine prablems, for wxample
the organisation of production and the protcction of workers in the ficlds i,
from Porwuguese actacks. We had to provide tools and implements 1o put the
organisation of agriculture on a coperative basis. A system of exchange of goods
ad 10 be organised, and means to carry any surplus production away o markets
as teade items.
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3. Whot effects do you think will the
struggle now unfolding in Zimbobwe
and South Afica, hove on your
struggle?

4 In the difficult
block-out of news fram

conditions ol o
Southern Al-

rica, what is Frelimo doing to gain
international  solidarity for their
strugglo?

What doos the future hold for Mo-
rambique and Southern Afiica

Thus in 1966 for example, we imported int0 the two provinces 2 toral of 5,000
hocs, 9,000 hatdiets and 9,000 pangas. 1n the same year we were able to export
500 tons of cashew nuts. 100 tons cach of sesame seed and groundnues, and 10 tons
of castor oil see

s soon as the armed steuggle beging in any arca, the Portugusse authorities order
the closure of commercial cstablishments cxcepe for chase which directly serve the
Pocuigusse atmy. Since oue peaple muse cantinue 19 luwe a5 madk of 4 normal hite
as possible, despite the war, we have excablished our own shops in 15 many districts
2 possible. Using proceeds from exports we import essentials, including salc, oils,
cectiles and some houschold equipment, whidy then pass through our shops to the
local popummn At the same time we are developing the vraditional small crafis-
men on an organsed basis, and they use local iron, silver, copper and hardwood
© produce sm\ph kunxchn[d goods such a5 hoes, pangas, hatchees, bedsteads, necd-
s, cte

Sanitation and health seevees are 5 major part of our programme. Schools 10 trat
nurses have been creawed with the aim of building 2 network of health posts
chroughout the area for the papulation. An iutensive campaign of smallpox vac-
cination is beng careied oty for cxample, under whidh already by Jast year over
100,000 people had been vaccinated.

With regard to schools, we bave of course greac difficulty in obtaining teachers;
vie are wsing people who can read and write to teadh others. In the Cabo Delgade
province alone, last year's figures revealed thac there were over 10,000 children
In primary schools. Many young Mozambicans are away recciving higher education
and cechnical training.

The l\ux\d\mg of the armed struggle in Zimbabwe 15 the most important bading
we Bec from our South African and Zimbabwe brothers, We are faced with

against
guese. We have common borders and common  rraditions. number o
Mozambican and Angolan workers go to South Africa and S (Rhodesia).
Some militants have been working with South African and Zimbabwean workers
not only tbrough an mlym af e siaation but also from the basis of 2 common
wradition. Since the beginning of the national Jiberation movement, Mozambicans
Lave heen concerned with 1he siruggle of the South Africans and Zimbrbweans. |
fiol surc that in the future we will areive at mudh stronger co-operation, and our
sommon ayugele vl be isoriows. M ll, our nems s anied n onprsing
us — and our fight 1 dherclore hgamst them as @ whole, There should be »

Coparcunity Tor theon to concenteare heir unhed from forces on 3 sogle fron

only.

We fecl that international solidarity is very important for the sruggle. Dut
solidarity can only of an understand'ng or knowledge of the problems and
strugele in our countries. That 15 why we attempe ac all levels and through all our
newspapers and other media, (o denounce the Portugucse colonial war and ©
explain the awpraions of oue pople 10 freedonn and independence. We publish
mach informacion, but a big par of information has to come from the progressve
forces themselves throughaut the world. 1deally, informadon must go to relaying
conaré 10 be furehr ipatad shraugh erganiations, medss 4t I 1 parndarly i
portant tha progressive forces 10 che West should act 1o limit their governments
support for the Southern African white regimes.

We have been saying that we really chink our furure is not determined by the

white regimes. Tt 1 the sharp coneradicgions becween the peoples” intercats and the
et of the whit setlns and raeroational mperialisn, that is he dvteeminis
factor. This cantradiction 15 noe necessarily solved by the process of “de-cols

The economic and strategical wnterests of imperialism involved in Southera Africa
ate important for imperialism, ton impartaa for them to let go of Southern Afica
casily. They will not withdraw readily.
The struggle will therefore be long and hard. Although we have not had long
experience in armed struggle, we can see through the struggle to 3 successful
conclusion. The progressive world and all progressive people are with us. Our
just. 1t is inevitable that, sn the whole of Southern Africa, foreign
domination and ractsm will be eliminared onee and for all. This 1 am confident of.
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