The People’s Forces for the
Liberation of Mozambique
Par t. O [[re

«~ Istbukeli

Jb» On the 25th Ssprember 1964 @ swwll group of men
5@ i the north of Mozanbiaue erepnt through ‘he garden
sy ef an administrative post, and openad {irs wil
arifles. Several of ins scldiers guzrding the post
were Killed - yoit caa still ssze one of the Dule
led noles in the rmeiling. The zxmed strugels
for the liberation of Mozusmbique hai veguc.

AN In the Magswn of the Hevolution there iz a
R W% chotopranh of some of the sarly combaibanta of 4he
i Ponplots Forces for the Liberation of Mozambigus
§ (FPLM), barefont, in vagged clothing, armed with
ancient rifles, The leader of the Pirst atfask ~ Alberlo
Chivande - it
zndl others of thet grour algo survived ten years of hssd

conbaty  How 1s Lt, they ask, that with 3 tatal of only 250
pooriy-arned soldizrs they were abie to tuke ou and defeat &

haghty-trained an? well-equipped colonizl army of 30 000
backsd by the might of NATO?

EDUARDO MONDLANE AND THE FIGHT FOR UNITY

FERCING was fommded irn 1352 oy Eduardo Chivarbo Yondlie
az wish the goal of uniting all Mozambicans in the astraggle
for complefe wad imsediate indepenierce, Its programs
dofined {ne 2nemy as Portugaess coloaial dominasiena an? AL
rialism, anl referred to the necessity of gaining fall econo-
ric indepsndence for the countoy.

Many of those at the founding conference foll by the
vayside. UYome, who had lived in exile in forser British ooloe
nieg, feli victims to constitutioanlisrm, ignering the fact
that Portusuese capitalism was too weak to be 2bls to attempt
agd~colonial solutlonse, Others, willing to accept arsed gtz
agle but ambitious for personzl advancement, ani starting off
with Wtra~-Africanist declarations, ended up by collsborating
with the enemy. 3But from the start ther: was a vasgured core
that not only remained staunch to the foumding priaciplen of
WRELINO, but developed and dcopened thea in weaponse to the
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‘new phsaes of the struggle. -

- Now That 1_1:1@;:9 wWence has daen woa, the Mozawbican leade
ers insist "-’:}1;11 shoy Inberited r.ntmu“ from colnndalisme
FRELTMO wasz not cmly 3 political a‘"gam&a tiony, it was the

nreator of the State a1l the bhuilder of the aa tun.. rniu.. AT
Mondlauets sreat contribution was btowards uniiy: he unated
three orgaiisaticny indo oney insisted on the ‘cu*“l**“m.ﬂ
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intcg;:.rby ol Mozmmoila i *fr'um the Bovuwa to the Mazuafo! y and
opened the doora of FARLIMO to all Mozmamblcun patriobs, ircew
gpective of **;mc, weL, reglon, tribe or meliglous belied,

From the « :.::f:? e organised @ vigoraouvs cowbal againet
all forng of ‘-!L Lisn, regionaiisw o raeizn within tho
organisat? ~::h, 2 443 go not only at **m, 1evel ol hhweory, bLud
by welding toge hm. mosavicans of diverse origin 1: arougin adl
pﬂlitian.l and ailitoxy structures. Yo tals Jay, the elwuoat
total m:r:.wnﬂe of racial aswareneszs in Mogzanbigue is osne of the
noah 1:“.,1' ing trivates to FRELIMG anl the vigion of ite foumd~
ders OContrarzy o the zyths aboul so-calied Luso-troploni
culture spread by colonialismy vacism ia Mozambigque was vigi-
ous and institutionalisad: tne ptaugl“ ware humiliated and
‘degpised a2t overy lovel, with perbaps even mowe day $o day
physical brutelity than in South Africa, znd subjecied to a
Potal coatompt for thair l;i_.a,‘t::rc-*f and culiure, She ahsoies of

forpal colour bars, and The exisbtence of o tiny elftf., af
‘asginiledos?! incorporated into coloaind soolal 1ife, only
Celightly disguised +the realiby of forced labouwr (a::lu’rﬁlﬂ),
compulsory crop guobas and physieal puniskments Laadmatonla),

it was FTHELIMNI thatl lestroyed macism in Mozambique, and

it dld g0 ast by proclamations, bubt Yy the feree ¢ evample
of collective w:ar;-, of conatan® atn *re-”u:., a8 Egaande HMondige
ne pointed ¢ui, the igoue was aot zimpiy one of dras :I.*zt the
aaxamas number of taleats and epergiss to the stuggle, Wat
ol defining who the enemy was, and laying the fomdatbi o118 of
the new Mozambican sccietye To new recraits i.:c} the awmy, be
tirelessly explrzired: the e¢nemy was not a nation, eveax less
a race, the encumy wags a gystem and thair ,jrm an soldiers was
to destroy that syatem and the instruments of its pover, and
not to atiack any race,

Bivardo Mondlane did asot live to see the liberated Moza~
'ﬂbique for which he worked so tirelessly, But tﬂﬁ“*"" in the
goverunent and awmed foraes, there are Mozambicans c.-f all
Taces and hac :-..;ETGILﬁdF and no one says: tuis Minister ig Afrie
can, thalt e 1a whibe, that one is colcured, that one is
Asian, They are all Nomawbicans, Lhey ~ia not Iewzruﬁen-h
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vacizl or toindd groups, What they ace judged by o
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or criticiszed for ia their comaitment, their competence and
their comportment. Prowoting racial, sexual or 1?&13.:-;*&}:.13 |
divieion iz a c¢rice, The schools ars integrated, sport is
completely non~racial, anit there has hesn a vast cwitiral
upauree In terms of which all Mozambicans learn *fr‘* Clrterly
despised songs and dances of ithe people,
Por a Socuth African 1t is almoat drean-like o be in this

atmesphere of a new Mozambigue, to feel lihsrated ***-:m GO e

lexeg, to be 1:51;:1.1'15-: in the world of <he Freedom Ch: ﬂr., And
wl.lll*h .fs. ricans oan take 2 special pyide in the fa :T AL Bt
a2rde Mondlane, fm.ncler of FERELIMO, developsd some of hig

firiat .;{:sx.*:ried. political idezs when he wag & student at site
Iniversity, in -“fouch wilh comrsde Relson Mandsla and ofhsy
cutetonding leaders of the African Natiomzl Congress,

But net everyone ineide FRELINMO ghared Bduardo Mfondlane's
ontlook, Idke all greal leaders, he advanced wils the gtruge
gile he wae leading, A wlmle geries of concrete problemns aroc-
se that required angwers: what to do with captured Portaguese
z0.disrs, should wouen ?:: allowed into the army, how produvew-
tion 5110*:1:1 be organised, wna.i:. the councchion wan befwsen the
simigale of the pﬁ%ﬁnp& of Wiassa and the struggle in Viete
nam, and 30 one, A profound erisis gtruck FRELINO, nsractical
in its menifest auifms, but ideologicsal in itz er:‘,h.mu. A8
head of the consiglently noneracial, democratic and increage
ingly revolutionary trend, Eduardo lMondlave was a..h."s::i target
boiii of the Portuguese colonialists and n*" the ambitious ele=
ments Inslde FRELIMC. They cotbined their forces, and on Febe

ruary 3, 1969, he was blown up by a pa.::*cm, bomb in Dor e e
Saleam., The vlsn was that Urish amngc, VieewPresident of
FRELIM), arcihimAfricanist, eager for power, would take aver
the _Le‘a.mer“‘*up.

THE CRISIS INSIBE FRELIMO (1966 ~1970)

In the meanwhile, the arned struggle was heing extended,

Tnree factors contridbuted towardzs ite rapid advance in the
rortherr provinces of Mozambique: an extensive bordex with
Tanzania, thea the most progresaive of the newly independent
states; forestsy and in some parts a relative abmence of colo~
nialism in the physical sense, But the mogt important factox,
the fourth, was oorrect political leadership, -aince 3 T
gide Tanzania there were reactionary elements trying to deviae
te the Mdovambican atruggle, wnile the forest provided sheltex
but no food, and the adaence of colonialisme meant tThal tri i
J1ism and Vixaditional feudalism! st:ill had stcong roots, It
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‘was thone most oppressed by colonislism, the workers of the
towaa and the wvictims of foreced labour in the countryside,
who were $ha most wiliing to fight, And it wes in this context
that the leadership of FRELIMO developed the concept.of the
Liberated Zones, not te aclve abetract questions or conform
to some programie or another, but to deal with practical proe
blems raised by the struggle,

| What was a Lihevated Zonet Tt was aot sixply an area

from whicn ithe enomy had been expelled, That waa 2 pre—
condifion, but not the substance, 4 Liberabted Zone was an
area in vhicn the neople exercised power of a new type, in
whicn they liberabted themselvesz from all forus of exploiia~
‘tion, It wap in the Liberated Zones that the struggle for
_mational independence was transi'ormed into pesple's revolu
tlenary war, And it was tThe probleams of how to crganise

foody health, Justice, education and fransport in the libera-
ted zones thaiu vroveked the crisis ingide FEELIMO, The orisis
developed bit by Lit,

One of the first questions was whether wouwen should ne
in the militexy., The reactionarizs said: terrible, vomen
can'v right, they only cause probleums, and in aay event it is
againgt Afrvican tradition. The reovolutionaries - led ingide
- the army itseif by the new Secretary for efence, Szmora
Mackel, - replied that if womea cowld not fight it was because
they had zever besn trained, that if they miscondusited theme
- Belves 1t was hecause men officers sbused thelr positions,
apd that if tradibion was sgainst the women, the iradition
was backward and had to be changed. So, the Women's Netachee
menty was i{oxwed, and to this day women play an active role
in the People's Forces. (One of the membera of the Genereld
Staff is o woman), -

Then came the guestion of capitursd ensamy svldicrs, some
- white, some bDlack, The reactlomariss wanted to parade them
througn +the villages and executa them, but the revolutionas
rizs insgisted that oaptured soldisrs Tbe traaled ze rrisoners
of war. Under lhe direotion of Seoretary of Defence, Samora
Machal, the copbives were given blood transfusions and food,
even when the FRELIMO soldizrs were desparately short of bothe
The whole FEELIMG policy of clemency and re-education develop-
ed out of this exparience, something the reactionariss could
be grateful for, since after their own later betrayais, they
were to be put in reeeducation villazes vather than executed.
Spies and informers, howaver, were treated with the full
rigovra of military discipline, just am today captured spies
and mercensries ara gfentenced to death and execufed,
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1t should not be thought that {he reactionaries were
liberals fearful of confrontetion with the enemys. O the
contrary, they were full of fight, and accused the army of
Pimidity because It refused to atitack enewy gtrongholda and
go for the towns,  They claimed they were ths true revolutieon-
aries, adding sometimes that they were uncempromised by having
wiite wives, (This was their way of attacking the revelue -
tlonary lesdership of Eduards Mondlone and Marceline des Sane
tos, married {o American and South African comrades 2especie
ively)s They atirred up the studenis 4o rebal against the
white teachers at the FRELIMD schoole They oppnsed the stram
tegy of protracted war, of popular moblligation, of a pelie
ticised sy that atudied and grew food as well as fought,
Lazaro lkavandanme, Provincial Secretary in the largest and
moat important liverated zone, had a lemg history of antie
coloninl struggle, which had included ux-mnlm.ng peRgant Com
operatives, Uriah Simango, vice-President of FRELING, adopted
the concept of narvow black power, and declared that hia role
was to unite o1l African revolutioparies, and not divide them
by talking sbout class atruggle within the national liberstion
movenent or the need te take siden on Vietmam, e even conte .
ributed hypocritical articles {o the African Conmundst! _

pLchr hEhiﬂd all the pepudist rhﬁ'b(}rlcr 1ay the concept =
of sivply Africanizming explodtalion, of veplacing white explai-
tera by black ones, How shallow and opperitunist their revow
lution was ~ and they deceived many people ouwtside pf Mozeme
bigue ~ was proved by their subsequent careerd, when Navandae
me, after his expulsion Irom FRELIND, brosdeast on the enemy’
radlio . end &irected enemy atbacks agaiuﬂn FEELIM). Similan
1y, ! im;gn, avid for power, iet himeselfl bYe used a3 a covex
for capitalist millionairea when they put him forwerd ag am
alterpative to FRELIMD in the period after the 254h Aprdl
coup dietat and before independence..
’ - Daniel Chipenda, who Tecruits mercenzries in Portue
gal, Fito Alves, who released mercenaries in his ahortive
coup, the traiinrs of Zimbebwe who call in South African
troops, memberx of the Gang of Bight expelled from 4the African
Raticnal Congress, all imimed by racism and personal smbition,
start off by importing enomy ideas into the ranka of %he TeVO=
dution, and end up by fighting physically on thes wide of the
- enemys. \ i
~ How wam i% that the manoeuvres of the reaetlmarien, b
orchestrated by the Portuguese fascint pulice, weie ﬁﬁ“eam
ingide MW T
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THE LIBERATED Z{}NES

. The ideclogical battle between the ravulutimriea and
the reaoticnaries inside FRELIMD was always conducted priua-
xily at the leve) of vractices Tho revolutionariess won not
because their texts or arguments proved superior, but bacause
it was their ldeas, their methods of work and thedar codes of
behaviour whioh solved the problems of the revolution and led
the gtruggle forward, The debates were not conducted owvex
questions of programme or doctrine, but what kind of life
should e oxganiged in the liberated zones, aud by implloam
tion, what kind of socisty was going to be built in a free
EMiqmg
* During the course of the war, more than a million people
came to be living in the liber&tcd or semi-liberated zones,
At first the prublems wers seen as simply those of bringing
health and education to the people, stimuluting production,
finding recruiis for the army, solving disputes. Bul then it
was reoalised That what was needed was a whole new approach Lo
herlth in which the people became the primary agenle of pro-
venting anl managing disease; a whele new kind of edueatiory
in which the studentz became melf-reliant and tnowledgesble
participants in the siruggle rather than an elite waiting to
take over once indepondemce was gained, Many of the students
rebelled, They 3id nct want to grow food ox look after animals
-« that was for the peesantg, NHeither d4id they want to go 1o
the liderated zones during vacations -~ that was for the s0l-
disrs, not the future leaders of Mozambique, ag they atyled
themgelven, They succeeded in forcing white isachers ocut of
the school {one of whom is now Rector of the Uaiversity), butb
FHELIMO closed the school down, and recomstructed it firmiy-
within the principles of +ths organisation, |

Acuie siruggles developed over production. The army |
noticed a deciine in support from the peasants, Non and women
who had walked for days through the bush carrying mortars aud
shells, braving wnemy bombs, suddenly were less zctive in
carrying loads. The amy traced the problem to its source:
Mkavandame, Provincial Secretary, had installed a network of
tribal fchalrmen' unier his contxrol, and set himgelf up as a.
nw overlord of the peasants, After a fen day dangeroua march,.
‘a "peasant would receive a tin of condensed milk or a skiri fer
his or her trouble. To use a word much employed in Mozambique,
the peasants were being 'de-~-mobilised', They would accept any
sacrifices for true liveratiocn, but not to replace white
. axploiteras with black ones, The 'Chairmen? began to Ba’ootage
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the war eifort, stopping supplies. Wien a Comuission oflFoe
guiry wae gent, one of itd membery was mardered, After e
gy of Hdusrdo lopdlane, Kreaveaadans fled. Produsiilon was
organiged ot cowoperative lines, all tribel struectures were
completely destrvoved, sad trade with the exterlor waz cliwnnela.
led throvgh FRELINO,

The E"ru{mlt. betwsen two lines, and the victary of the
revolubtionery line, resulted in s new, deepor dafinitior cof the
enemyr: nov simply Poriuguese acionialiam, but *r-ulonial caple
taliem' und *traditionnl feuwdalisu®, The chiefy were sweph
agide - 40 this day they are ranked with fozmer police agents
as unvoertly of the vote ~ and & vigorous cempaligl was coiict-
63 against what were called feudal ideas, Toe vision of the |
African past wae twowfold: on the one hand, class socictien
like the Kingdum of Monomatapa, in which the nugses were eXpe=
loited by the ruling class, socleties in whieh women were
- oppressed and the yovubh kKept subordinate, & world of super-
g¥ition {obscurantismo), divieion and backwardness, Cn the
octher hand, a wordd of vigowous popular culinre, of work, of
sraic, of dance of struggle. The first worid was to be fovughi
afmingt, the second slevated. Thus the politics of FRELINO
- were Lixwly placolin the context of seientific sociallsmy of
miwmal revoluntiomary theory, anpd repudiated sven the fainde

5 hints of Afrdcan exclusivisma At the same ftine, the cul-
' ‘;‘:ure that was ¢ynamised by FOELDK was deeply rocied in the
prople, anuG divected at overcoming the allenation and daper=
gonalisation produced by G”lﬂﬂlidilﬁm; The peuariable upsurge
in popa.lar ereativity, especlally dn ihg field of duace, fa
Cone of the thrilling featups 8 cr the new Mozanbigue,

At the centre (e Who SR 1] the dynamising rroceses

within the revolu~ ST 'ti.ona.ry strugzle, wee the

clid AR Tn be wntiimad“ -

UNITY. WORK. "W VIGILANCE!



