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The Constitution
of the Socialist Labor Party of America

(1896 & 1900 Parallel Texts).

1

(As published in Proceedings of the Tenth National Convention of the Socialist Labor Party: Held in
New York City June 2 to June 8, 1900. [New York: New York Labor News Co., 1901]), pp. 257-270).

Constitution of the Socialist Labor Party
Adopted at the 1896 Convention

Article I — Management.

The affairs of the Party are conducted by the National
Executive Committee, the National Board of Appeals, the
State Committees, the local Sections, the National Con-
ventions, and by the general vote. At all elections a plural-
ity vote is sufficient to elect; but an absolute majority is
required to elect the seat of the National Executive Com-
mittee.

Article II — Sections.

1. Ten persons may form a section, provided they ac-
knowledge the platform, constitution and resolutions of
the Socialist Labor Party and belong to no other political
party.

a. They shall report their organization as a section
both to the National Executive Committee and to
the state committee, giving a list of members, and
send the dues for the current month to the state
committee, or in the absence of such, to the
National Executive Committee.

b. Each section shall send every six months a report
of its numerical and financial condition, also its
progress and prospects, to the National Executive
Committee; and shall report to the state
committee at least once a year the names and
addresses of members in good standing and
otherwise.

2. The section shall be the form of organization.
3. It shall be the duty of the sections to provide rules

governing their action, provided such do not conflict with
the rules of the national and state organizations.

4. At every meeting a new chairman shall be elected,
who shall observe the usual parliamentary rules.

Constitution of the Socialist Labor Party
Adopted at the 1900 Convention

Article I — Management.

Section 1. The affairs of the Party are conducted by the
National Executive Committee, the national secretary, the
state organizations, the local organizations, the sections,
the national conventions and the general vote.

Article II — Sections.

Section 1. Ten persons may form a section, provided
they acknowledge the platform, constitution and resolu-
tions of the Party and belong to no other political party;
but not more than one charter shall be granted in any city
or town.

a. They shall report their organization as a section,
with a list of the members and the dues for the
current month, to the state executive committee.

b. Each section shall send every six months to the
National and state executive committee a report of
its numerical and financial condition; and shall
report to the state executive committee
at least once a year the names and addresses of
members in good standing and otherwise.

Section 2. The section shall be the form of organiza-
tion.

Section 3. At every meeting a new chairman shall be
elected, who shall observe the usual parliamentary rules.
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5. Every section shall elect from its members an orga-
nizer and such additional officers as it deems proper. The
organizer shall conduct the correspondence with the Na-
tional Executive Committee, and shall send an official re-
port once every six months to said Committee; he shall
send ten cents of the monthly dues of each member to the
state committee, or in the absence of such to the National
Executive Committee; he shall conduct the local organiza-
tion and agitation.

6. Should a protest be entered against the admission to
a section of any applicant for membership, a two-thirds
vote of all present at a regular business meeting shall be
necessary to admit him.

7. Sections shall have jurisdiction over their own mem-
bers.

8. Every section shall elect a grievance committee of three
members, which shall investigate all charges and difficulties
in the section, and report its decisions. Sections having a
central committee may refer such investigations to such
committee.

9. Charges against members shall not be debated until
the grievance committee has thoroughly investigated the
case and reported to the section. All charges must be made
in writing, whereupon the committee shall investigate the
case and hear the witnesses of both parties. A detailed re-
port of the investigation shall be drawn and laid before
one of the next business meetings of the section. The sec-
tion shall then decide the matter, and its decision be en-
tered on the minutes. The minutes and all papers concern-
ing the investigation shall be delivered to the secretary for
safe keeping. The secretary shall inform the accused in
writing of such decision.

All decisions of the section may be appealed from to the
national board of appeals.

10. A majority of two-thirds of the members present at
any business meeting shall be sufficient to expel any mem-
ber; a simple majority shall be sufficient to suspend.

Adopted at the 1896 Convention Adopted at the 1900 Convention

Section 4. Every section shall elect from its members an
organizer and such additional officers as it deems proper.
The organizer shall conduct the correspondence with the
National and state executive committees, and shall send
an official report once every six months to each of the said
committees; and he shall send twelve cents of the monthly
dues of each member to the state executive committee, or,
in the absence of such, to the National Executive Com-
mittee; he shall conduct the local organization and agita-
tion.

Section 5. Should a protest be entered against the ad-
mission to a section of any applicant for membership, a
two-thirds vote of all present at a regular business meeting
shall be necessary to admit him.

Section 6. No officer of a pure and simple trade or labor
organization shall be a member of a section.

Section 7. Sections shall have jurisdiction over their own
members.

Section 8. Every section shall elect a grievance commit-
tee of three members, which shall investigate all charges
and difficulties in the section, and report its decisions.

Section 9. Charges against members shall not be de-
bated until the grievance committee has thoroughly inves-
tigated the case and reported to the section. All charges
must be made in writing, whereupon the committee shall
investigate the case and hear the witnesses of both parties.
A detailed report of the investigation shall be drawn and
laid before one of the next business meetings of the sec-
tion. The section shall then decide the matter, and its deci-
sion be entered on the minutes. The minutes and all pa-
pers concerning the investigation shall be delivered to the
secretary for safe keeping. The secretary shall inform the
accused in writing of such decision.

Section 10. All decisions of the section may be appealed
from within three months to the state executive commit-
tee. Decisions of the state executive committee may be ap-
pealed from within one month to a general vote of the
sections of the State, or to a state convention, and the de-
cision then reached, and all decisions of the National Ex-
ecutive Committee in individual grievances, where no state
executive committee exists, shall be final.

Section 11. A majority of two-thirds of the members
present at any business meeting shall be sufficient to expel
any member; a simple majority shall be sufficient to sus-
pend for a definite period. Expulsions and suspensions shall
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11. No expelled or suspended member shall be accorded
the privileges of a member of the Party by any branch, or
section, or by any city, state, or national committee unless
the bar of expulsion or suspension has been removed by
the section expelling or suspending him, or by the national
board of appeals.

12. Each section shall hold a regular business meeting at
least once a month.

13. In any section which is divided into two or more
branches, all local business of the section and dealings with
the Party’s national and state management shall be carried
on by a central committee.

14. Members who have withheld payment of their dues
for more than three months shall be suspended from all
rights until they have fulfilled their obligations.

15. Sick or unemployed members will be excused from
payment of dues.

16. The result of every election within the section must
be communicated at once to the National Executive Com-
mittee and to the state committee.

17. In case of dissolution of any section, any property of
the same must be delivered to the National Executive Com-
mittee.

18. No section shall enter into any compromise with
any other political party.

Article III — State Organization.

1. Whenever there are three sections in any one State, in
three different towns, they shall form a state organization,
to be known as the state committee. It shall be the duty of
such state committee to conduct systematic agitation within
its jurisdiction and form new sections.

be reported at once to the National Executive Committee.
Section 12. No expelled or suspended member shall be

accorded the privileges of a member of the Party unless
properly reinstated.

Section 13. Each section shall hold a regular business
meeting at least once a month.

Section 14. Members who have withheld payment of
their dues for more than three months shall be and are
thereby suspended from all rights until they have fulfilled
their obligations.

Section 15. Sick or unemployed members will be ex-
cused from payment of dues, but the fact must be noted
each month upon their cards.

Section 16. The result of every election within the sec-
tion must be communicated at once to the National and
state executive committee.

Section 17. In case of dissolution, suspension or expul-
sion of any section, all property of the same must be deliv-
ered to the state executive committee.

Section 18. No section shall enter into any compromise
with any other political party. No candidate of the Party
for any public office shall accept any nomination or en-
dorsement from any other political party, nor allow any
such nomination or endorsement to stand without a pub-
lic protest; otherwise his nomination must be at once with-
drawn.

Section 19. Members-at-large shall be subject to the su-
pervision of the state executive committee in the same man-
ner as a member to a section.

Section 20. No member, committee or section of the
Party shall support any political publication other than
Party organs by donations of money or procuring subscrib-
ers for the same.

Article III — State Organization.

Section 1. Whenever there are three sections in any one
State, in three different towns, they shall form a state orga-
nization, to be known as the state executive committee. It
shall be the duty of such committee to conduct systematic
agitation within its jurisdiction, form new sections, and
provide the blanks required for the resignation of candi-
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2. Every section connected with a state committee must
also be connected with the National Executive Commit-
tee.

3. The state committee shall send regular semi-annual
reports to the National Executive Committee, and submit
monthly a financial report showing receipts and expendi-
tures.

4. In the election of a state committee and its recall, the
same rules shall hold good that govern the National Ex-
ecutive Committee.

5. The state organizations shall have power to make regu-
lations governing their form of organization in accordance
with the laws of their respective States, provided such regu-
lations do not conflict with the Party’s national constitu-
tion and platform.

dates from public office.
Section 2. Every section connected with a state com-

mittee must also be connected with the National Execu-
tive Committee.

Section 3. The committee shall send regular semi-an-
nual reports to the National Executive Committee, and
submit to it monthly a financial report showing receipts
and expenditures.

Section 4. In a state having a legal state organization
under laws permitting non-members of the Party to elect
the same, the state executive committee shall prepare a set
of rules for the government of such organization, subject
to the approval of the National Executive Committee, and
all members of the Party who are members of such organi-
zation shall strive in every way to secure the adoption of
such approved rules by such organization, and strive at all
times to secure the rejection of any rule in conflict with
the same.

Article IV — Local Organization.

Section 1. When in any city or town a section is subdi-
vided into branches, it shall form a city or town organiza-
tion, to be known as the general committee, and all local
business and all dealings with the Party’s National and the
state executive committee shall be carried on by such com-
mittee. When the general local government embraces a
locality greater or smaller than a town or city the same rule
shall apply.

Section 2. Such committee shall alone exercise the pow-
ers delegated to sections under Article II, as far as concerns
the admission, expulsion and suspension of members, and
from all decisions of the committee in such matters appeal
may be taken within one month to a general vote of the
section under its jurisdiction. The committee shall con-
sider no application for admission for admission to mem-
bership unless the same has been accepted by a branch under
its jurisdiction.

Section 3. In a city, town or other locality having a legal
organization under laws permitting non-members to elect
the same, the general committee, and, in the absence of
such, the section, shall prepare a set of rules for the govern-
ment of such organization, subject to the approval of the
National and state executive committees, and all members
of the Party who are members of such organization shall
strive in every way to secure the adoption of such approved
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Article IV — National Executive Committee.

1. The National Executive Committee shall be composed
of seven members, to be elected by a general vote of the
section or sections of the place selected as the seat of the
same. The committee shall elect from its members a re-
cording secretary and a treasurer.

The said section or sections shall elect the National Sec-
retary, who shall also act as secretary for foreign affairs. He
shall be a member of the Executive Committee, but with
an advisory voice only.

It is the right and duty of the said section or sections to
suspend any member of the National Executive Commit-
tee, including the National Secretary, who may be guilty
of any neglect of duty; to elect a temporary successor in
place of such suspended member, and to submit such ac-
tion with the reasons thereof to a general vote of the Party.

The said section or sections shall also elect an auditing
committee, which shall have power at any time to inspect
and audit the books and the funds on hand.

2. The members of the National Executive Committee
shall be elected for the term of one year, but may be re-
elected at the expiration thereof.

rules by such organization, and strive at all times to secure
the rejection of any rule in conflict with the same.

Article V — National Executive Committee.

Section 1. The National Executive Committee shall be
composed of seven members, the seat of the Committee to
nominate from its members fourteen candidates within four
weeks after the general vote on the acts of the national
convention. The National Executive Committee shall sub-
mit the nominations to a general vote of the whole Party,
arranging them in numerical order beginning with the can-
didate receiving the highest number of votes upon nomi-
nation and stating opposite each name the number of votes
so received. The seven candidates receiving the highest
number of votes shall organize as the Committee within
two weeks after the announcement of the result of the gen-
eral vote and shall hold office until the next national con-
vention or until their successors may be chosen.

Section 2. Vacancies in the Committee shall be filled as
follows: The seat of the Committee shall nominate twice
as many candidates as there are vacancies, the election to
be by a general vote of the whole Party in the manner pro-
vided under the preceding section.

Section 3. Every candidate, before his name is submit-
ted to a general vote of the whole Party, shall sign a pledge
to support the Party, its principles, declared resolutions and
tactics, such pledge to be filed with the National Secretary.

Section 4. The Committee, or any member thereof, may
be removed by a general vote of the whole Party on the
motion of five state executive committees, the movers to
accompany their motion with written charges to be in-
serted in the call for the general vote together with the
answer of the Committee or the member so charged. The
seat of the Committee shall designate a state executive com-
mittee, not a party to the proceedings, to receive the gen-
eral vote and canvas and announce the result.

Section 5. In the case of the resignation of the whole or
a majority of the Committee the seat of the Committee
shall fill the vacancies temporarily through their general
committee and at once proceed to fill the vacancies perma-
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3. The National Executive Committee has for its duty:

a. To carry out the resolutions of the national
convention and those adopted by general vote.

b. To supervise the agitation throughout the country.

c. To establish proper relations and communication
with the Socialist parties of other countries.

d. To make all necessary preparations for the national
convention, and make a full report to such
convention on all Party matters.

e. To issue to the sections semi-annually and in a
sufficient number of copies, a report of the Party’s
finances.

4. It is also the duty of the National Executive Commit-
tee:

a. To receive and submit to a general vote
propositions sent from any section if endorsed by
at least five others located in at least three different
states. If in the opinion of the National Executive
Committee a proposition is not in the interest of
the Party, it shall not be submitted to a general vote,
unless five per cent. of all the sections in good
standing shall subsequently re-endorse it; then the
proposition shall be submitted to a general vote.

b. To be represented in the national convention by
one of its members, who shall have no vote, but
merely an advisory voice in the proceedings, and
shall bear no other credentials.

c. The National Executive Committee may make its
own order of business.

d. The National Executive Committee may
compensate its officers, according to the labors
performed by them, from the treasury of the Party.

5. Annually, and in due time, the National Executive
Committee shall call upon the sections to make nomina-
tions for not more than three delegates to represent the
Party in the annual convention of the Socialist Trade &
Labor Alliance. The nominees shall be chosen by a general
or referendum vote, and the ones receiving the highest vote
shall be declared elected.

6. The National Executive Committee shall issue appli-
cation cards to the sections bearing a plain exposition of

nently as provided under Section 2 of this article.
Section 6. The Committee shall elect from its members

a recording secretary and a treasurer.
Section 7. The National Executive Committee has for

its duty:
a. To carry out the resolutions of the national

convention and those adopted by general vote.
b. To supervise the agitation throughout the country.
c. To render final decision in all appeals made to it

where no state organization exists.
d. To expel, or suspend and reorganize, any state

executive committee or section guilty of disloyalty.
e. To establish proper relations and communication

with the Socialist parties of other countries.
f. To make all necessary preparations for the national

convention, and make a full report to such
convention on all Party matters.

g. To issue semi-annually and in a sufficient number,
copies of a report of the Party’s finances.

h. To submit propositions to a general vote. A
proposition sent from any section if endorsed by at
least five others located in at least three different
States, shall be submitted to a general vote; but if
in the opinion of the Committee the proposition is
not in the interest of the Party, it shall not be
submitted to a general vote unless five per cent. of
all the sections in good standing shall subsequently
re-endorse it.

i. To be represented at the national convention by the
National Secretary, who shall have no vote, but
merely an advisory voice, and shall bear no other
credentials.

k. To annually and in due time call upon the sections
to make nominations for not more than three
delegates to represent the Party in the annual
convention of the Socialist Trade & Labor Alliance,
the delegates to be elected from the nominees by
a general vote.

l. To issue application cards bearing a plain
exposition of the principles of the Party and the
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the principles of the S.L.P., and also of the duties required
from the applicant for membership.

Article V — National Board of Appeals.

1. The national board of appeals shall be composed of
seven members, to be elected by a general vote of the mem-
bership of the city selected by the national convention as
the seat of such board. No member of such board shall be
eligible for any office in the Party during his or her term of
office; nor shall the seat of the board be the same as that of
the National Executive Committee.

2. The duties of this board shall be:
a. To settle, upon appeal, all difficulties in the Party

within four weeks after receiving the necessary
evidence, the decisions to be at once communicated
to the National Executive Committee; and to
decide appeals in cases of expulsion and of
suspension.

b. From all decisions of the board, appeal may be taken
to the general vote, or to the national convention
provided a convention is to be held within six
months. The sections must report the result of their
vote to the National Executive Committee within
six weeks; within two additional weeks the National
Executive Committee must publish the result.

c. The secretary of the board of appeals shall render
to the national convention a full report of the
transactions of the board during its term of office.

d. The board shall declare vacant the seat of any of its
members who shall have been absent from three
consecutive meetings without sufficient excuse, and
order the membership of its locality to fill the
vacancy.

3. The secretary of the board may, or upon the demand
of the majority of the members thereof, shall, call a ses-
sion.

4. The members making a decision shall sign the same
before transmittal to the National Executive Committee.

5. Duplicates of the decisions and dissenting opinions

duties required from the applicant.
m. To publish in the official Party organ all

expulsions and suspensions reported and all its
decisions on appeals.

Section 8. The Committee may make its own order of
business, and may compensate its officers from the Party
treasury according to the labors performed.

Section 9. No editor of a Party publication, and no per-
manent, salaried employee of the Committee, excepting
its own officers, shall be a member of the National Execu-
tive Committee.
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shall be filed with the secretary of the board before trans-
mittal to the National Executive Committee.

6. No person connected with a case shall be qualified to
sit on it. If the issue is one in which the whole section is
interested and such section happens to be the one that
chooses the board, then the National Executive Commit-
tee shall appoint another section to choose a board of ap-
peals for that case.

Article VI — Conventions.

1. A national convention of the Party shall be held every
fourth or Presidential year; but if five sections in three dif-
ferent States so demand, a general vote shall be taken as to
holding a special convention. A general vote shall decide
as to the place, but the date of a convention shall be fixed
by the National Executive Committee.

2. The congressional district shall be the basis of repre-
sentation.

A section shall be entitled to one delegate for every one
thousand S.L.P. votes cast in the congressional district or
districts under its jurisdiction, and to one additional del-
egate for every major fraction thereof.

Sections whose congressional district or districts poll a
smaller vote than one thousand shall be entitled to one
delegate.

Where several sections have jurisdiction of one or more
congressional districts, they shall jointly elect the delegates
to which they are entitled.

Delegates must be members of the section of one of the
sections electing them.

Article VI — National Secretary.

Section 1. The National Secretary shall be elected by
the national convention, the election to be specifically ap-
proved by a general vote of the whole Party.

Section 2. His term of office shall be the same as that of
the National Executive Committee, and he shall sign a
pledge similar to the one required of the candidates for the
National Executive Committee.

Section 3. The procedure in removing the National Sec-
retary from office and in case of a vacancy in his position
shall be the same as that provided for the National Execu-
tive Committee under Article V, Sections 4 and 5.

Section 4. He shall be the financial secretary of the Party,
and shall act as secretary for foreign affairs. He shall not be
a member of the National Executive Committee, but shall
have an advisory voice in all its proceedings.

Article VII — National Convention.

Section 1. A national convention of the Party shall be
held every fourth or Presidential year; but if five sections
in three different States so demand, a general vote shall be
taken as to holding a special convention. A general vote
shall decide as to the place, but the date of a convention
shall be fixed by the National Executive Committee.

Section 2. The State shall be the basis of representation,
each State to be entitled to one delegate for every one thou-
sand S.L.P. votes cast at the state election preceding the
national convention and to one additional delegate for a
major fraction thereof. Any State having one or more sec-
tions and polling less than one thousand votes, or polling
no votes at all, shall be entitled to one delegate; a territory
to be treated as a state.
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Each delegate shall have only one vote.

3. The expenses of delegates shall be borne by the sec-
tions sending them. The expenses of the national conven-
tion shall be paid by the Party.

4. The national convention shall frame the national plat-
form, decide the form of organization, select the seats of
the National Executive Committee and board of appeals
and investigate and decide all difficulties within the Party.

5. All acts of the convention shall be submitted to the
sections for general vote.

Article VII — Dues.

1. The sections shall levy upon each of their members a
monthly tax of ten cents, to be paid monthly to the state
committee or in the absence of such, to the National Ex-
ecutive Committee.

2. The dues shall be receipted for by stamps to be fur-
nished by the National Executive Committee to the state
committees at the rate of five cents each, and in the ab-
sence of such to the sections at the rate of ten cents each.

3. Every state committee or section shall receive a first
quota of stamps on credit, to be measured by the size of
the membership; such quota to remain a standing indebt-
edness. All stamps received subsequently must be paid for

Section 3. The National Executive Committee shall call
for nominations for the place of the convention in January
of the convention year, and the state executive committee
in transmitting the call to the sections shall call for nomi-
nations for delegates, the nominations to be submitted to
a general vote of the sections with instructions as to the
number of candidates each member has a right to vote for.

Section 4. Delegates shall be members in good standing
of the Party for one year and citizens of the United States,
but a State unable to comply with this provision may dis-
pense with the same as far as may be necessary, subject to
the approval of the National Executive Committee. Each
delegate shall have one vote.

Section 5. The expense of the delegates shall be borne
by the States sending them, but the National Executive
Committee shall set aside two cents of the moneys received
for every due stamp sold to be used as a mileage fund, each
State to be paid from said fund for the railroad fare of its
delegates upon the basis of an equal percentage for every
delegate attending the convention.

Section 6. The national organization of the Socialist
Trade & Labor Alliance may be represented by three fra-
ternal delegates, who must have the qualifications of regu-
lar delegates of the Party.

Section 7. The national convention shall frame the na-
tional platform, decide the form of organization, select the
seat of the National Executive Committee, and investigate
and decide all difficulties within the Party. A majority vote
shall be necessary in selecting the seat of the National Ex-
ecutive Committee.

Section 8. All acts of the national convention shall be
submitted to the sections for approval by a general vote.

Article VIII — Dues.

Section 1. The sections shall levy upon each of their
members a monthly tax of twelve cents, to be paid monthly
to the state committee or in the absence of such, to the
National Executive Committee.

Section 2. The dues shall be receipted for by stamps to
be furnished by the National Executive Committee to the
state committees at the rate of seven cents each, and in the
absence of such to the sections at the rate of twelve cents
each.

3. Every state committee or section shall receive a first
quota of stamps on credit, to be measured by the size of
the membership; such quota to remain a standing indebt-
edness. All stamps received subsequently must be paid for
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in cash, and the Secretary of the National Executive Com-
mittee, as well as secretaries of state committees, shall not
send out any stamps other than in compliance with this
rule.

Article VIII — The Party Press.

1. The National Executive Committee shall have con-
trol of the contents of the Party organs, and shall act on
grievances connected with the same.

2. The editors shall be appointed by the National Ex-
ecutive Committee from such comrades as shall be recom-
mended for appointment by the national convention. They
cannot be members of the Committee.

3. The National Executive Committee shall give notice
of discharge at least two weeks before the same is to take
effect; the editors shall also be bound to give two weeks’
notice of their intention to leave their position.

4. Any of the editors who may prove incompetent or
violate the platform or constitution of the Party shall be
forthwith suspended by the National Executive Commit-
tee.

in cash, and the National Secretary, as well as secretaries of
state executive committees, shall not send out any stamps
other than in compliance with this rule.

Article IX — The Party Press.

Section 1. The National Executive Committee shall have
control of the contents of the Party organs, and shall act
on grievances connected with the same.

Section 2. The editor of every official Party organ shall
be elected by the national convention, the election to be
specifically approved by a general vote of the whole Party.

Section 3. The procedure in removing the editor of an
official Party organ and in case of a vacancy in his position
shall be the same as that provided for the National Execu-
tive Committee under Article V, Sections 4 and 5, but any
such editor who may prove incompetent or disloyal shall
be at once suspended by the National Executive Commit-
tee.

Section 4. The election of editors of other publications
recognized as Party organs, but not official, shall be sub-
ject to the approval of the National Executive Committee.
The National Executive Committee shall demand from the
publishers the immediate removal of an editor who may
prove incompetent or disloyal, and in case of non-compli-
ance with this demand, the National Executive Commit-
tee shall at once repudiate the publication.

Section 5. No member, committee, or section of the
Party shall publish a political paper without the sanction
of the National Executive Committee, and then only on
condition that all the property of such paper be vested as
far as practicable in the National Executive Committee free
from any financial or legal liability, the editor of such pa-
per to be subject to the provisions of the preceding sec-
tions.

Article X — Official Party Organs.

Section 1. The Daily People and the Weekly People shall
be official Party organs.

Section 2. The management of official Party organs shall
be administered by a board of trustees consisting of three
Party members, who shall be elected by the national con-
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vention, the election to be specifically approved by a gen-
eral vote of the whole Party.

Section 3. The procedure in removing or suspending
the board or any member thereof, and in case of a vacancy
in the board in whole or in part, shall be the same as that
provided for the editor of an official Party organ under
Article IX, Section 3.

Section 4. The board shall hold the property of the
official Party organs in trust subject to the constitution and
resolutions of the Party affecting their management.

Article XI — Miscellaneous.

Section 1. This constitution may be amended by the
national convention or by a general vote. Within five weeks
after the issuance of a call for a general vote relative to
changing the constitution, except that required for approv-
ing the acts of a national convention, amendments may be
proposed by any section to any proposition so laid before
the Party, and such amendments shall then also be submit-
ted to be voted on together with the original proposition.
The result of the vote must be reported to the National
Executive Committee within ten weeks after the first call
was issued.

The National Executive Committee shall forthwith
transmit to the sections a tabulated statement of the vote
cast by each section.

Section 2. All officers and committees of a section, or of
state and local organizations, shall be subject to removal
by their constituents upon charges duly made and tried.

Section 3. No applicant shall be admitted to member-
ship without the presiding officer shall explain the
significance of the class struggle to him and his pledging
himself in writing to its recognition and support. A copy
of the constitution and platform shall be handed to every
new member.

Section 4. In subscribing to the platform and constitu-
tion, the members take upon themselves the obligation to
assist each other to the extent of their ability, in case of
need.

Section 5. A member in good standing of one section
shall have the right to attend and speak at any meeting of
another section, but shall not be allowed to vote.

Section 6. No person shall participate in hearing or de-
ciding an appeal who is a party to the proceedings.

Miscellaneous Regulations.

1. This constitution may be amended by the national
convention or by a general vote. Within five weeks after
the issuance of a call for a general vote relative to changing
the constitution, amendments may be proposed by any
section to any proposition so laid before the Party, and
such amendments shall then also be submitted to be voted
on together with the original proposition. The result of
the vote must be reported to the National Executive Com-
mittee within ten weeks after the first call was issued.

The National Executive Committee shall forthwith
transmit to the sections a tabulated statement of the vote
cast by each section.

2. No section or subdivision shall be designated by race
or nationality.

3. All officers, boards or committees of the Party shall
be subject to removal by their constituents (see Article IV,
Section 1, as to the National Executive Committee.)

4. No applicant shall be admitted to membership with-
out the presiding officer shall explain the significance of
the class struggle to him and his pledging himself in writ-
ing to its recognition and support. A copy of the constitu-
tion and platform shall be handed to every new member.

5. In subscribing to the platform and constitution, the
members take upon themselves the obligation to assist each
other to the extent of their ability, in case of need.

6. A member in good standing of one section shall have
the right to attend and speak at any meeting of another
section, but shall not be allowed to vote.

7. The National Executive Committee shall immediately
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after the expulsion of any member publish the name of the
expelled in the Party organs.

8. No person shall be nominated as a candidate for any
public office unless he has been a member of the Party for
at least one year, and had identified himself with the Party
by active participation in its work.

9. No candidate of this Party for any public office shall
be permitted to accept any nomination or endorsement
from any other political party.

10. Any member of the Socialist Labor Party accepting
a nomination of the Party, shall at once place in the hands
of the secretary of the section of which he is a member, his
resignation, dated blank, of the office for which he is so
nominated, and authorize the section to have it filed with
the proper authorities in case of his election and failure to
stand squarely on the Party’s platform and to advocate its
principles.

11. All former provisions conflicting with this constitu-
tion are rescinded.

Resolution.

Whereas, We recognize the necessity of carrying on the
war against capitalism simultaneously on the political and
economic fields, therefore be it

Resolved, That we recommend to all Socialists to join
the organizations of the trades to which they respectively
belong.

Section 7. No person who has not been a member of
the Party for at least one year, and who has not identified
himself with the Party by active participation in its work,
shall be nominated as a candidate for any public office with-
out the specific approval of the state executive committee.

Section 8. On accepting a nomination of the Party for a
public office, the candidate shall at once give the section in
charge a signed resignation, dated blank, of the office for
which he is so nominated, and shall assent in writing to its
being filed with the proper authorities if, in case of elec-
tion, he proves disloyal to the Party, such resignation and
assent, immediately upon execution, to be turned over to
the state executive committee.

Section 9. At all elections and in all voting, unless oth-
erwise provided, a plurality vote is sufficient to decide.

Section 10. The seat of the National Executive Com-
mittee shall elect an auditing committee which may at any
time inspect and audit the books of the committees, officers
and agencies of the Party and its national organization.

Section 11. Sections and local and state organizations
may make rules for their action, but such must not con-
flict with any rules duly provided for their formation and
procedure nor with any rules of the state or national orga-
nization, all rules of the sections and local organizations to
be approved by their respective state executive commit-
tees; and all rules of state organizations to be approved by
the National Executive Committee.

Section 12. The functions of a state executive commit-
tee under the constitution and regulations of the Party shall
be exercised by the National Executive Committee where
no state executive committee exists.

Section 13. All former provisions conflicting with this
constitution are rescinded.
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