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the most hmrhnt branches of this conflict consists in
enlightenin ian consciousncss by awakening the
feeling of Eum ignity, and of revolutionary protest, amongst
the black slaves of American capital. As stated above, this work
can only be carried out by self-sacrificing and politically educated
revolutiopary negroes. ) '

Needless to say, the work is not fo be carried on in a
spirit of negro chauvinism, which would then merel‘x form a
counterpart of white chauvinism,—Dbut in a spirit of solidarity of
all exploited without consideration of color,

What forms of organization are most suitable for the
movement among the American negroes, it is difficult for me
fo say, as | am insufficiently informed regarding the concrete
conditions and possibilitics. But the forms of organization will
be found, as soon as there is suificient will 1o action,

With communist greetings,
L. Trotzky.

THE CLASS STRUGGLE

hm Larkin ihe Muliani
By Alexander Trachienberg,

On January 17, Governor Smith of New York, set free
by Executive pardon James Larkin, the militant leader of the
Irish workers, The Governor’s act is considered an astute poli-
tical move in view of the large Irish electorate in New York,
among whom the freeing of Larkin was a popular issue. In ad-
dition, the demand for ammesty for political prisoners is con-
stantly growing among the workérs of the state and the newly
elected Governor, already looking toward the next election, is
anxious to appear as a pr:srmive among the workers,

In explaining his pardon of Larkin, the Governor appeased
his capitalist supporters, by condemning the views of the Irish
labor Endcr which he thought were *‘abhorent {o American in-
stitutions”, and flirted with the liberals and the workers by de-
claring that Larkin’s conviction was “a political case, where a
man has been ished for the statement of his beliefs, which
were not in violation of any existing laws.”

On being freed, Larkin’s first thought was of the other im-
risoned comrades. He said he was given to understand at
e prison “that the Governor was releasing all prisoners under

the Criminal Anarchy Law, or I would not have accepted a par-
don. It is more important that these men and women be released
than that 1 should be.”

Larkin was arrested together with other four Communisis
~Qitlow, Winitzky, Ferguson and Ruthenberg during the raids
in November, 1919 and was tried for publishing the Manifesto
of the Left Wing of the Socialist Party. He acted as his own
attorney during the trial, using the court as’'a tribune to reach
the workers with the message of the class struggle and revolu-
tionary Socialism. The picked jury of business men, still under
the influence of war hysteria and scared by stories in capitalist
newspapers about confiscation of property, should Larkin’s ideas
triumph, found him gumi o:u:emg an Anarmt ;:d oppose;:‘t:
orsuued nvanm?‘é,, arkin’s Jusi " was a

and tgt he siood for organized government proved of no

avail. The court sentenced him fo serve from 5 to 10 years.

The news of Larkin’s imprisonment in America, stirred the
workers of Ireland in whose behalf he crossed the ocean. The
Transport Workers Union, whose secretary he has been, declared
a protest sirike on July 21, 1920 demanding his immediaie re-
lease. wanied their leader freed and called upon American
labor to fight for his liberation.

R ) hrﬁ:t tion of Larkin's active life is bound up
with the struggles of the Irish workers. After leading a strike of
shipbui  in Liverpool in 1905, Larkin was n}gpoimed organizer
of the National Uunion of Dock laborers. He soon proved a
valuable asset o the union, luvi%gomn. in 10 months 45,000
workers to join the union. In 1 Larkin goes to Ireland to
Jead a strike of Dock workers in Belfasi. From that time Larkin
devotes himself to the building of a milifant labor movement in
Ireland. Dissatisfied with the reactiona icies of the British
union 1o which the Irish dock workers ed, Larkin forms
a t union of Transport workers based on industrial
lines. union soon becomes the most militant labor organiza-
tion in Ireland, mnt:g an example to the other unions which wer:
branches of the sh Organizations. The reactionary labor
Larkin’s influence, cause his arrest on framed-up

to discredit him with the workers. During that
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influences of the reactionaries and nationalists. They organize
many fabor unions and separate others from the conservative
British organizations. This period marks the real beginning of
the Irish labor movement. Then came the historic struggle in
1913. The Dublin Transport Workers were locked out in an at-
fempt to destroy their mulitant organization. For 8 months the
struggle lasted with Larkin leading the gallant fight of the
workers. The strike attracted the allention of the labor move-
ment the world over. The English and Scottish workers

red in over 1,000,000 dollars to aid the brave Dublin strikers,
‘he battle was drawn, but the workers won the right fo belong
to their industrial unioun.

After the strike the Transport workers union sent Larkin
on a world tour, partly for a rest and partly to tell the story of
their struggle to the workers of other lands, and also to collect
funds among Irish emigrants for their organization and the
Citizen’s Army which they organised to fight British Imperialism.
The world war caught {.arkin in the United States. He tried
to go back to Ireland, but the British Secret Service, with which
cooperated the American Depariment of Justice during the war,
kept close watch on Larkin and all his attempis to leave the
country were frustrated. In America, Larkin joins the Socialist
Party and fours the country on behalf of the struggle in Ireland.
Then comes the Easter uprising in 1916 and Connolly is shot by
the British court martial for participating in the armed struggle.
Larkin is anxious to return (o his homeland to continue the work
of Connolly, but he is now hounded and watched closer than ever.,

After the Russian Revolution broke ouf, Larkin imme-
diately became one of the enthusiastic adherents and supporiers
of the Bolshevik program. Similarly when the Left movement
in the Socialist Party developed in 1919 Larkin joined it. His
conviction and imprisonment came as a result of his affiliation
with the Left Wing. The British and American governments,
long before that, were seeking for an opportunity to wreak their
vengeance upon him,

Larkin is now going back to Ireland which he has fried {o
reach for the last 8 years. During his absence great changoes
took place there. Ireland became a ‘“‘free” State. The labor
movement has fallen largely under the control of old time conser-

vative leaders. The revolutionary vanguard of the Irish workers
represented the CP. of 1, a d:reit“fescendant of the movement
which he and Connolly organised, -#fid the mulitants in the labor

unions are waiting impatiently for him to lead them against the
Irish and British bourgeoisie as he so valiantly led them before.
The Transpor{ Workers Union which he founded and which now
has a membership of about 80,000, even under the present
leadership, has kept open his place as Secretary of the union.
Nearly 300,000 workers are now organised in the Irish
labor unions. They need Larkin fo clean the Augean stables of
their organizations and instill a new spirit in the labor movement.
at he will answer the call of the militants in the labor
movement, and lend his indomitable spirit ana indefatigable
energy to the task of ¥ining up Irish labor with the revolutionary
workers of the world, is expected by every one who knew him in
Ireland and America. Although he has suffered much while a
captive of the American plutocracy, and his large frame may not
“t"ﬁ"«ﬁw +A8.slroug as before, his revelutionary ardor has
not a

The militants of Ireland, working under the leadership of
the Communist International and under the inspiration of the
Russian Revolution for the same thing Larkin always believed in
and fought for, will find him reporting for duty as socn as he
sets foot on Irish soil.

The Communists of the world join with the revolutionisis
of Ireland in extending to Jim Larkin, freed from an American
Bastille, a hearty welcome and bid him take his place amone those
who are working for the overthrow of capitalism everwhere aad
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The Situation in Germany

The Frankiort Conference
By Heinrich Brandler.

] The English occupation authorities have forbidden the hol-
ding of the International Conference in Cologne. Herr Weissmanu,
the chiel of the delective headquariers of the Ebert Republic has
issued orders fo raid the conference. M. Poincaré not only holds
the participators in the Essen conference as prisoners, but he is
organizing the suppression of the French revolutionary trade
unions of the CGTU. and of the unists, who, in spite of

rsecution are conducting a spleddid campaign in preparation

r the conference in Frankfurt. The rulers are alr united in
their persection of the revolutionary working class. The violent
quarrels over booty, which are ukinw‘ce among the international
bouqi_eoisie. threaten fo plunge the whole world into a fresh war.
But French and German, English and ltalian, Czechish and
Polish are—in spite of all the differences among themselves, so
far as the bourgeoisie of these countries is concerned—united for
the persection of the working class, and in particular—its van-
ﬂx:rd, the Communists. The French spy cenire works hand in

d with the German political police. That disturbs neither the
patriotism of the F nor of the German bourgeoisie.

. A better illusiration of the class solidarify of the bour-
f:&we when dealing with the wrkinf class is impossible. This
must make it clear fo the dullest worker, that the conflicts
between the rulers of the various couniries, in spite of all patriotic
and nationalist phrases, even when the conflict is fought out by
milifary means, are merely concerned with differences arising from
capifalist class interests, French bourgeois has more in
mmqn with the German bourgeois than with the French worker,
vice versa.

The end for which the French bourgeoisie is fighting is the
domination of Europe. The starting point may be the Ruhr
occupation which ostensibly is the result of Germany'’s failure

pay In France those voices are increasing which

the world war, and in the event of its victory it would have
exercnse}_g precisely the same ruthless brutality as does the heavily
armed French Imperialism towards the vanquished Germans.
The defensive struggle against French Imperialism can
only be victorious if conducted b revotutionary methods, i. e., by
the international proletariat, and before all, by the German and
French working class. The victory of the French bourgeoisie, -
like the victory of the German bourgeoisie is equally a victory,
over the French and German working class. In any case if cone
firms the rule of the victorious bourgeoisie over the working
class of both countries.
This fact renders clear (he necessity for revolutionary
struggle for fhe overthrow of the bourgecisie in France and
ny. Only the victory of the revolutionary working ¢lass
over the bour&‘eome will put an end {o the constant danger of war.
Only when the French iron ore areas and the Rybhr coal are
taken away from the profit huuting bourgeoisie, and the joint
restoration of the devasiated areas placed under the care of the
Franco-German Soviet Republics, will there be an end {o the
cenfury long quarrel between the French and German
class over the hegemony of Europe, i
With this end in view the Frankfort Conference will
have the practical task of organizing the forces for
realizing these aims. Up fto { E::nt, the Amster-
damers, and the Second and 2% luternafionals have not
responded to the invitation of the Committee of 23 of the
;i:rn;an Shop Stewards. The Oerm'w 1 press
s kept up a systemafic cam of silence about [
rence. The reformist ADOB?‘(‘&“&! German T
Federation), and the United Social ; are o
policy of mﬂﬁo‘: ggth the bour, :
sham opposition tinnes’ program. The
issued orders not {o raise wages—beca
D -",. “& of Fe
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The trade union leaders are satisfied with “protests”; the
social-democratic fraction—with Parliamentary decrees. Both of
them fear the organization of the masses for the defensive
struggle, as does devil—ho(?e wafer. il )

In the meanwhile, the German bour%:onsne is faking ad-
vantage of the Ruhr occupation, to kill two irds with one stone.
By means of its nationalistic uproar it hopes to get a larger share
in the Franco-German or International Iron and Coal Trust, and
within its Vaterland, it hopes to be able to crush the rebelling
working class, a combination of National Guard, Military
Police, and Fascist bands,

The social-democrafic Minister Severing, also confines
himseli (o “protests” against the activities of the National Guard,
and his glorious United Social Democratic Party of Germany
mainiains a sepulchral silence in face of the most far-reaching
pregnratiom {o enact another blood-bath against the proletarial,
as did Noske before the Kapp-putsch (until he and Ebert, together
with the eatire social-democratic government, had to flee.)

The German Ebert Republic will meet its death in the
Ruhr conflict, if it fails to win over the working-class and to
displace the present bourgeois g:vemuun. t with a Workers'
Government, capable of shifting the crushing burdens from the

roletariat on {o the bourgeoisie, of dealing a death blow fo the
ascist bands, and of transiorming the Bourgeois Slate of 1918
into a Socialist State.

The sabotage of the social democratic and trade union
feaders, retards the process and profracts the misery of the
German and the infernational proletariat. Already we hear the
rebellious voice of the social-democratic masses against the policy
of their leaders. In Saxony, the social-democratic workers rejec-
ted the coalition with the bourgeoisie (which was officially
demanded of them), and have pronounced themselves in favor of
cooperating with the C. P. In Thuringia and in Berlin, social-
democratic workers go hand in hand with the Communisis—

ainst the dicisions of their own party leaders, and form
ense Units against Fascism.

The French invasion has nol yet precipitated the cata-
strophic collapse. We are still in the midst of a protracted crisis.
But the workers are beginning to siir. The intensified activity of
the Fascisti is rousing them {o a delermined defensive struggle.

It will therefore be the task of the /nternational Con-
ference at Frankfort fo organize and reinforce the awakened
national and international forces. Thanks to the sabolage of the
Second and 2% Internationals, the Frankfort International Confe-
rence may not as yet be in a position to flash the signal for the
attack,—but it can none the less accomplish a great deal in
mobilizing and developing the fighting forces. This work done,
the way will be clear to take u the struggle, wifh, otherwise
without, and if necessary against, the helpers of the bourgeoisie
from the Second and 2% Internationals.

o

On io ihe Infernational Conference
on March 1710}
To all organizations affiliated with the Communist and
Red Labor Union Internationals!
Dear Comrades,

The shop stewards of Rhenish Westphalia are convening
an infernational conference for March, 18. the anmiversary
of the Paris Commune. The task of this conference will be fo

unite ‘:n revolutionary and honest elements of the working

The Communist International and the Red Infernational
of Labor Unions request all organizaiions to take active part in
the coming conference, and fo enlighten the working masses of
their couniries regarding the great significance of the coming
international conference.

The conference held in Essen on the eve of the Ruhr
occupation was the first practical step towards an infernational
struggle. This first step must be followec by further ones,
a practical struggle must be organized against the mutual
annihilation of the peoples.

The Second and Amsferdam Infernationals,
as well as all the organizations affiliated to them, are invited
fo this conference. We hope that the masses of workers
belonging to these organizations will know how to force their
leaders to take part in this international conference, whose task
it is to save the working masses from (he danger of a fresh war.

Moscow, March 3, 1023,

Committee of Action of the Communist International and of
the Red International of Labor Unions.

The German National Commiiiee of

Shop Stewards on ihe Iniernational

Conference againsi ithe occupation
of the Ruhr.

" The national commitiee of the shop stewards of Germany
makes an appeal to the shop slewards, and to the workers of
Germany organized politically and in trade unions. The following
is an extract from the appeal:

The committee of 23 belonging to the Rhenish-Westphalian
shop steward council has convened an international conference
for the 17th of March 1923, with the object of taking up the fight
against the new bloodbath threatened by international capital. All
international labor organizations and unions are called upon to
take part,

The iuvitation to fake part in the conference has been accep-
fed by the fofowing organizations:

1. The Red International of Labor Unions.

2. 111, (Communist) luternational.

3. The Communist Parties of Fraunce, England, Belgium,
Italy, Czecho-Slovakia, Poland, and Germany.

4, The Socialist Working Union (2)4), the Independent
Social Democratic Party of Germauny, the Independent Social
Democratic Party of Poland ,and the Social Dentocratic parties of
the Border Siafes.

5. The Committee of Action of the Communist Parties of
France and Germany.

6. The Miners’ Trade Unions of Yorkshire (England), the
English dockers and engincers, the Red trade unionists of France,
the revolutionary {rade unions of Czecho-Slovakia, the Polish
Trade Union Opposition, the Italian oppositional {rade union
fractions.

7. The national committee of the German Shop Stewards.

On the other hand, the Amsterdam Trade Union Inter-
unational, the Secound International, and the Social Democratic
rlies and trade unions of Frauce, England, Be!flium, and
rmany have sent mo direct reply as yet. In so far as the
notices and articles, conference and other public speeches of the
Amsierdam Trade Union Iniernational, the United German
Social Democratie Party, and the German Trade Union Alliance,
are decisive for judging the attitude of these organizations, they
do not intend to participate in the conference.

The Amsferdam Trade Unioa International resolved, befor
the occupafion of the Ruhr, to reply to any warlike measures an
threats of war danger, from whaever side they might come, with
the general strike. The Amsterdam International, in whose ranks
the overwhelming majorify of the Western European prolefariat
is organized, has not even made the slightest aitempt {o organize
or to agitate for a general strike.

llions of workers and their families may perish; un-

ment, want, and misery may drive them fo desperaiion,

ons of proletarians may again fear each other fo pieces on

the battle field in the interesis of capital,—this does not concern

these labor lea For them the main point is, and remains,
united front with capifal. .Wnrw;ﬁ class comrades!

Will you folerate this? Will you continue to look quietly
on while your chosen leaders abandon the class inferesis of the
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The Pairiotism of the German
Chemical Indusiry
By Karl Radek.

The fourth number of the Russian periodical “War and
Peace”, appearing in Berlin, contains an excellent arlicle on the
beok written by the English major Victor Lefevre, published
simultaneously in English and French under the fitle of “The
Riddle of the Rhine”. The book gives a general survey of the
role played by the chemical indusiry during the recent world
war, and predicts that in the next war a decisive role will be
layed by the manufacture of poisonous lgases and explosives.
Prhe writer studies the existing relations of power in the sphere
of war chemistry, and arrives at the conclusion that the mighty
chemical industry of Germany affords her the possibility of
restoring a great part of her military power in the future.

The German press has freated this book as a piece of anti-
German propaganda. But we find in it the views seriously held
in English and French milifary circles. As a proof of this
we may mention the fact that French spies have long been
endeavoring to learn the German secrets for the manulacture
of synthetic ammonia and nitrogen. The records of the
German courls of justice show a large number of cases in which
enwineers have been brought to trial on the charge of having
sold quite unimportant information to French spies, and have
been severely punished. The indictment brought against them
has generally been that ¢f high treason.

And now, at the very moment when the whole Germar?
bourgeoisie, and the whole ‘press, is calling upon the German
people, and of course upon the German working masses in

rticular, to be ready fo sacrifice themselves in order o give
‘rench. imperialism the answer it deserves, at the very moment
when the German bourgeoisie demands the absurdest forms of
boycoft, not only against French capitalism, but against ever
inxividual Frenchman living in Germany, at this very moment,
the German prolefariat learns that one” of Germany's greatest
chemical works, the Baden Aniline and Soda Factory at Ludwigs-
hafen, has made an agreement with the French government, and
has sold to it for 5 million gold francs the secrets which might,
riain__circum have ‘represented, the mightiest

weapon nst French imperialism.

On February 6., the French government demanded the
ratification of this agreement from the French Parliament.
The reporter of the Chamber, Leboucq, declared that in France
there was a lhorla*e of one half the nitrogen uired for the
manufacture of explosives, about 110,000 tons. He pointed out
that as early as 1919 negotiations had been entered info with
the Baden Aniline and Soda Factory, and that these works had
underfaken to aid France in the building and equjpment of a
great factory in the environs of Toulouse, for the manufacture
of the chemical wea required py the French republic for the
nexi war. The works at Toulouse were to be superiniended b
German engineers. The Baden Aniline Factory delivers over a 1
secrels of manufacture o the French government against pay-
ment of a sum of 5 millions of francs, and a 2 to 4% re
of the profits of the new works. The new facfory is o have
from the commencement, a daily output of 100 tons of ammonia.
The works are o be y of the slate, which is to possess
250,000 of the 300,000 shares to be issued. For obvious reasons
the bourgeois s of Germany has preserved a strict conspiracy
of silence with regard fo this matter. When it was dragged
forth into the light of day b{ the communist press, the German
patroits of chemical capital hastened to assure the working
masses that there was no need for them to exciie themselves over
the affair, indignation was superfluous, and moreover much
too late, for the Fatherland had long since been betrayed and
soldl;lin l:ie year l:;)’l‘)ue are e:ot aware that 'h:‘e the crime
oi high treason oved against®an can save
htmagytmmthezallonrpoinﬁngout .tﬁis:rimevu
commitied three years ago. But the fact remains that the agree-
ment in g was not rafified by the French government
until February 6., and that the great German patriots of the
chemical in did mot annul this contract, not even after

predominance within the Franco-German iron and coal syndicate
are again (o be paid for by the German workers, {ween
the 10th and 24th of January, the prices for the barcst necessities
of life rose by 63%; this is admitied by the official statistics
which never give the whole truth. Between January 27. an

February 2., that is, within a single week, prices agaur rose by
another '687%. The coal barons doubled the prices of their coal
deliveries, and in the period beiween. January L. and February 1,
the price of iron actually rose by 375%. It is scarcely neces-
sary (0 observe that the workers’ wages remained, very far,
behind these increases,

And this is the moment chosen by the magnates of the
German chemical industry to bargain with the deadly enemy of
the German people, to strike a bargain for the sale of valuable
weapons, and to sell these to the enemy for 5 million gold
francs! Thus the German bourgeoisie demonstrates, in the most
cynical manner, that when it cries out: The Fatherland is in
danger! it is only thiuking of the danger threatening its money
bags. 1If it succeeds in coming to an understanding with French
imperialismy, on favorable or unfavorable conditions, then it
shouts with equal enthusiasm: Long lve high treason! But if
it finds that the “hereditary enemy” is not giving it enough,
is only offering it 20 instead of 30 pieces of silver, again it
shrieks at the top of its voice: Long live national resistance at
the expense of the German working class!

It would be wrong to draw from all this the conclusion
that the German workers should abandon their struggle against
French imperialism. On the contrary, this strug Fe is a part
of their own class war. But it may be seen from t%le above that
the German bourgeoisie is not the organizer of national defence,
but, on the conirary, is prepared to betray its fatherland any
moment for a sufficient price. Only Germany's prolelariat can

save her from the unhappy fate of the colonies, from imperialist ¢
And for this reason the German proletariat must |

exploitation,

-

make a final break with the bourgeoisie, and must act as a class; |

consciously taking its own fate, and the fate of the whole nation,
into ifs own hands.

Political Progress in the United

States

By Israel Amfer.

The political life of the United States is passing through
a remarkable development. Although from the very establish-
ment of the republic the capitalisis, the big landowners and
manufacturers have understood how to ﬁuide the affairs of (he
country—to {heir own inferesis, even { ough they made some
superfical concessions fo “democracy”—groups are forming re-
re;engmg other inferests and made up of men determined
o fight.

The country has been {rained to an understanding of
the “necessity” of politicians and statesmen changing their pos:-
tion—“according fo circumstances. From Wilson’s “keeping
us out of war” to his getling us in up to our necks; from his
visit 1o Versailles where he intended {o put the United Siates
into the League of Nations; from his defeat by the Repubicaus
who despi American inferference in European ahairs, o
the gradual relinquishing of this position by staunch Re-
Publicans who are demanding American intervention—because
‘conditions have changed etc., eic.”—through these stages of
shifting, of duplicity and capitalist manoeuvring, the American
roalﬁe s got used fo any position that the government happcns
0 5

But as already stated, there are groups lormiué,r that
look to their own self-inferesis, The most remarkable of these
f‘roupa is the Farmer group. The position of the American
rmer is very bad. In the decade from 1910 fo 1920, the
farm uw%a ¢ debt increased from aboui $720,000,0C0 fo more
than $4, ,0‘0),000 During this period the World War took
ce, which brought rity to the country, but left the
rmer out in the cold. ring the war, presumably
were regulated, but the farmer received liftle of the higher
mdw: tl;ﬁgople‘had to pay. The speculators made
p while the farmers’ debis piled up.
During and since the war, the railroads have dem
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During this period when the farmers were making frantic
efforts to mhtuinpe{hemsdvcs. the government declared iiself
in no position to help them. There was plenly of money for the
emergency fleet, which cost the government more than three
billion dollars and which it sold last year for a litile more
than $300,000,000! There was $500,000,000 for {he railroads;
there was promise of a substantial subsidy for the shipping
ut the government could not help the farmers,
.although they were advising the unemployed and the returned
soldiers to *‘go back to the land”.

In 1015 there was organized the Non-Parlisan-League,
an organization of farmers, looking to the protection of their
inferests. They recoguized that by pooling their interesis, in
marketing, storing, banking, they would be able to better their
condition. and exert pressure on the railroads and on the
market. Immediately, Wall Street began a violent campaign
against them. Their first stronghold was the state of North

kota, which they capiured and in which they established their
own granaries, their own banks and marketing facilities. But
: Wall Street was mightier. One bank after the other had fo
i close. An insidious campaign of siander was conducted against
b them, so that they lost

political coutrol and ouly succeeded

this year in electing a United Stales senafor.
P But the t of the orﬂniulion could not be throttled
80 easily. on-Partisan League has spread. Today it

has tremendous influence & the farmers in Montana, Colo-
rado, Oklahama, Washington, Towa. There is a group of men
in the Senate and House \th?*were elec‘thed by iamf‘u and
act as their representatives. re is another group who were
elected by farmers and workers. They beloug 1o both the
R i and Democratic Party, oue to the Farmer Labor
Party. This group is composed of about 12 men, among
the most resolufe and intelligent in the Senate—fighters who
will go the limit and obstruct if they cannot attain their ends
.any other way. )
Wilson’s defeat in 1920 was the most overwhelming that
‘America has witnessed. Harding's plurality of more than
5 7,000,000, declared beyond any suspicion that the country wanted
i no more of Wilson. His policy and double-dealing were con-
demned, and Harding, “honest” Harding, who would not take
us into Europe, was put into office. (Not that that made
any difference to Wall Street, which keeps up this marionette
? show for the delight of the sm’psd w!aopulace.) But Wilson,
5 the man of the * Freedom”, who pretended o realize
i the viciousness of the system and wanted to see “fair play”,
i had proved to be a tyrant. At the behest of Wall Street, he
R i sent tr? against the striking sicel workers in 1919, he
;i threatened the coal miners in 1 Harding, the overwhelming
i choice of the le” could do no such thing. In 1921, Harding
’ utterly disregarded the eight to ten millions unemployed, offering
& no help, but merely appealing fo the employers o aid them.
b In 1 when more than a million coal miners, raélroad workers
i and textile workers went out on strike, he found wo better method
g of satisfying their demand$ than that employed by his pre-
decessor—at the behest of Wall Sireet. Lead and prison was
: i The brutality of Att General Daugherty,
who threatened the life of organized labor by his infamous mjunc-
tion, put the cap on the ability of the Harding administration.
Floundering in international policy; open s rship of
capital (ship subsidy); contempt for the nm the ex-
. who demanded a bonus; disregard for the demands
s ol the ; a threat to destro anized labor. In 1922,
i‘:‘ Republican Party lost the 7 voies that it gained
920,

But most of all has been the lesson
farmers of America. Na

¥
:
i

farmers. American capitalism sits firmly in the saddle and
can afford this luxury!

It is quite natural that in 1921 the farmers should have
been inclined fo support intervention in Europe; and again
in 1022. They could not dispose of their producis and relaized
that, until Europe was rcha[»ililaled, there would be no stable
market for American agricultural produce. The high cos:
of American indusirial products and the prices which were
raised still more by the enactment of the new tarifi bill, aroused
the antagonism of the farmers. Heuce they looked o inter-
ference in the broken-down atfairs of Europe. They were
especially interested in a revival of the buying power of Ger-
many—one of their biggest customers for wheat and cotloi.
In return they would expect German indusirial products at
the lower price at which Germany could produce them.

American manufacturers, on the other hand, were agains!
intervention. They fear the competition of Germany. They
have coustantly pointed out that American workers must agree
fo work louger hours and accept lower wages, if Americe
is successfully o compete with Germany. But the Americin
workman is not ready to accept any such terms. There has
arisen a so-called scarcity of labor. The “normalcy” of 1,500.C00
unemployed has been aftained, and several indusiries are in
want of more “hands”, particularly the steel and automobile
indusiries. The former wants cheap, unskiiled labor, willing
fo toil 12 hours a day, 7 days a week, at 25 cents an hour -1
pauper's wage in the United States!

American bankers, again, did not take a definite stand
for some time. It was hard to say wheter French Imperialism
would gain the upper hand in Europe or wot. The frip of
Clémenceau to America did not help to win sympathy. The
leading press did its best to support his enthusiastic sabre-
rattling s es; but all {0 no avail. France had not yet
raiifi Washingfon Disarmament Conference decisions.
France was conducting an extensive military crusade. She
was expending a large part of her budget for military pur-

and, in addition, was helping to equip the Polish army.

urthermore, France was eugaging in every kind of ‘military

adventure, which would prevent her from paying her debt and,
at the same time, possibly lead to a collision with American
Imperialism. _

Perhaps ou€ of the most emphatic indications of American
capitalist opposition to France was due to the conduct of
France in the Angora maiter. American imperialisis are ex-
tremely interested in the oil fields of Mosul and of Mesopolamia.
1t is bad enough 1o have to negoliate with one govermmean,—
Great Britain—without having the extra task of dickering with
another far more militant government. France was disturbing
enough, without interfering with the direct inferesis of America!

Hence there gradually evolved a tendency among American
financiers to infervene in European afiairs—on the side of
Germany, Not that there was any excess of love for Ger-
many, but there was a need of checkmating France and French
ambitions.

But all of this chaMenged the stand of the Republican
Parly, which was agaiust any interference in European aiiairs.
Life, however, is stronger than all resolutions. Borah, who
wanted nothing to do with Europe, introduced a motion calling
on the president to conveue an international econemic con-
ference, to settle the huge financial difficulties burdening the
governmenis of Europe. Presideut Harding declared that the
time was not yet ripe, and that other steps were being laken
1o arrange maiters, Since that time, the British debt matier has
been arranged. Great Britain and the United States mzy now
work hand in hand, although it is difficult to defermine how
the British government is g 10 raise the interest on the
debt! Time has passed, and the Ruhr tion has become
the most urgent in the world. Again Bora lls on the Presi-
dent to convoke an international economic conference. Report
now has it that fwo American inferests are intervening most
effectively in the Ruhr affair, one on either side of the question.
Harriman, Kuhn, Loeb and Co.—i.e., Standard Qil—are helping
o “stabilize” the German mark by advancing 8100.(!?0,!!‘8 to
the Reichsbank; while J. P. Morgan, Schneider-Creusot and
the Credit Lyonnais are supporting the Freach government in
an effort to “stabilize” the franc. The prize is, of course, the
Rubr indusirial district.

American financial interests are setilin ﬁnR:I:Juuﬁon

themselves—and the US. will ly have

among :
. Iy US. Government, will _
i g e e " Kbis i0:an o
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did not ﬁ%mmb
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The American worker has been little inferested in
European politics. Despite the fact that 38 million Americans
or one thir: of the population), are of foreign stock—the
‘American worker has had troubles enough of his own without
bothering about Europe. Distance and remoteness from inter-
national relations have fostered this indifference. The war
woke him up--and he was glad fo fake an oath that America
would have to stay out of European affairs. Europe meant
war for him—and it means war to him today.

He will now have (o get used to the idea of war, for
‘American finance has decided to invest in Europe. Out of this
internafionalism of capitalism, the American worker will imbibe
an international solidarity of the working-class which is sfill
to be crealed, fo be sure, but of which he is completely ignorant.
Uniil he has learned this, he will not see the snare of the
capitalist “democracy” with which America is blessed; nor will
he perceive the might of the international prolelariat in putlin
an end fo this game of International Imperialism,

FASCISM

To ihe Execuiive Commiiiees of all
Sections of the Communisi
Iniernational!

Dear Comrades.

The Execulives of the Commuugist International, the Red
International of Labor Unions and the Communist Youth Inter-
national have decided, to launch an extensive international cam-
paign against Fascism,

An International Fighting Fund musi be creafed in every
couniry, for the purpose of ccmbatling Fascism by word, pen
and deed. In the first place, efficient support should be given
to the lialian labor organizations,

The statute for the collection and administration of the
International Fighting Fund against Fascism, has already been
published in No. 16 of the English /nternational Press Correspon-
dence, (Feb. 15, 1923).

he International Comumiitee for the administration of the
Fighting Fund and for the organization of the international
campaign against Fascism, has been_provisionally established in
Berlin. Comrade Klara Zetkin is chairman of said commilice.

The Provisiona! Iuternational Commitiee has addressed
an open leiter to the Executives of all the international
proletarian organizations, with the request that they join in the
struggle against Fascism. We recommend that you request
every proetarian organization in your respective couniry to
participate in the creation of National Commitiees. In any case,
you must af once create Provisionzl National Commitiees (accor-
ding to the decisions of fhe Comintern and R.LL.U.) which are
to organize the necesstry moncy collections,

Needless to say, the anti-Fascist campaign is not {o confine
itself {o collections.” The National Committees should af once
take up the fight against Fascism,—in the press, in meetings, in
the factories and frade unions. They are {o be in constant fouch
with (he Internagional Commitiee and report to it on their
activities,

As soon as the Provisional International Committee will
have overcome the first technical difficulties, it wili send delailed
instructions and plans to the various National Commitiees, on
the o:gniution of the fight against Fascism,

e request you to get to work without delay.
With Communist greefings,
The Provisional Infernational Commitiee for Combalting Fascism.
Klara Zetkin (Chairman).

" Circular of ihe Communist Party
of lialy

To the Communist Parfies of all Countries!
To the Italian Communist groups abroad!
To all Italian Communist refugees!

lalian Fascist
of communists

rmlmmﬂn
tional We wish fo
our comrades abroad and the lialian political

its central organizations uninjure

V“'“: ‘ 0

_demand their signature o a

supervise as well as {o control their communist aclivity and fo
induce them fo enter the respective section of the communist
infernational, where lhe{ are residing,

) The Communist Party of llag also desires that among
its members who, in consequence of the severe political perse-
cution, are comupelled {o leave the country, no spying or ageat
;r{?lva‘:;zla;r lelcn;eu;s creep in who abuse “the solidarity of la
with the help of the name

lnlerualionai! of the party or of the Communist

The Execulive of the Communist Party of Italy wishes fo
slate, that it decidedly condemns all iudi\id{ml iniliaylivc o:sthe
‘)arl' of HMalian or ofher comrades for the support of refugee
~la\h:m workers, or of those who are still in the trenches of the
class war in Italy. 1t is of the opinion that the whole inifiative
for relief should be in the hands of the Executives of the brother
parties; over the monies they coliect as well as their disiribufion
for the support of the refugees, the fight of the Communist Party
of Italy against Fascism and of the victims of Fascism in Ialy
itsell. The Executive of the Communist Party of Italy has made
arrangements with the Executive of the Communist Party of
Germany for the latler to gather in the monies remitied by the
brother parties in Furope and America, therefore requesis all
communist parties to Qiet into touch with the Communist Party
of Germany which will receive all the funds collected for the
use of the Communist Party of Haly.

The Executive of the Communist Party of Italy requests
all brother parties to publish this appeal in “their press and to
make the approprigte comments thereon.

March 1923.

The Execufive Committee of the Communist Parfy of Maly.

- The ¢reat Fascist Offensive against

the lialian proletariat
By U. T. (Ronie).

The great anti-communist offensive has passed its apex;
the mass arrests have not yet ceased, but the average number
of daily arresis no longer amounis fo thousands. e prisons
are so crowded that they cannot accomodate another guest. On
the other hand, despife three weeks of continuous arrests, house
scarches, and deeds of violence, the government has not yet
succeeded in discoveriug the very slightest proof of “the great
Bolshevist conspiracy”, and even in the bourgeois camp sceptic
voices may be discerned as to the existence of a plot. Here and
there it is already being pointed out that the arrest of over
8000 citizens, not for any demonsirable offence or at the behest
of the legal authoriiies, but at the commands of the police, is
quite disproporiionate to the charges brought up against them.
Even bourgeois circles are beginning to observe the very slight
respect in which the life, property, and liberty of the individual
are held, especially on the part of the new “Nafional Militia",
which are but an ill disguised repiica of the former bands of
black shirt robbers. And much surprise is expressed that, after
iwo years of murder of workers and destruction of the labor
movemeiit, and after four months of “active work” on the part
of the dictatorship, there still exist thousands of communists
conspiring against the state.

The legal authorities have now faken up the maiter;
for the “Fascist revolution” has not yet altered the legislative
apparatus fo such an exient that political opponenis can
be sentenced by the police (but we expect that this will be the case
presently). In the hands of the legal authorities it became
immediately apparent that Mussolini bas acled with incredible
irresponsibility; many hundreds of commuuists have had to be set
free again, :

But no comrade occupying any office in the Parly, of
however slight importance, has set free; this reveals the
in the

goal of the government; having recognized that it is i

1o re:el:rmma ¢ the clasf COnsciousness so éi‘:mly rooh o

WO, it is now applying every imaginable means

the wo from uuiging and o:gwiz‘mg a powerful mg

instrument, a Communist Party.
When the arrested

, are released, the authorities
omipe.::vermhtot‘ahwiu

union work.

R Phsist government i
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of the mass arrests of the last few days, and this, before the
legal authorities haye given any verdict regardin actual guilt.
As there are a cousideable number of followers of the Communist
Party among the Civil Service employees, hundreds of workers
have thus been thrown on the streeis during the last few days.
And some women teachers, who have been counted among the

. wmost aclive Party members for years, have Lesn obliged to give

up their positions.

4 'lhﬁ‘nsrist dictatorship is doiug its ulmost to break (he
resistance of the Ifalian proletariat by means of prison and
starvation, and to destroy the Comununist Party down to the
very roots. But it will never atfain this object. 1t is true that
the Communist Party was condemned to a few days of inactivity,
alfer the severe blows dealt it in the first days of February, but

. now it has so far recovered that it nas been able fo resum: its

itical and organizalory activities. And the masses of workers
no opportruily pass of sbouingr upon what ideals they set
their hopes. The behavior of the Trieste workers is especially
worthy of admiration; they have succeeded in Ebhs_hmg the
Lavoratare daily for three weeks, although all the editors had
been arres'ed, Here plain workmen have suddenly sprung into
the places of edifors and npewspaper administrators. _Two
isodes of the last few days show how entirely erroneous is the
~c¢spicially prevalent abroad—that the Fascisti have the
geaeral sympathy of the population on their side.

On the 18. February, eleven of those arrested in Venice
wire released again. Among them were four railwaymen. From
the prison lh:{ all ?ﬁeﬂm straight to the station;

g:.r arriv were received by a warm demonstration of
sympathy, by workers of all parties, and by many non-partisans,

Last week, in Turin, the faciory commission was elected
for the Scat undertaking. The Fascisti prevenied other lists
than their own from being sent in, and the Red trade gnions
therefore took no Pﬂ in the election. The result was as follows:
800 elecors out of 1200 fook part in the election; 500 gave in
blauks, 100 gave in Fascist ballots scribbled with accusations
against the Fascisti, and only 200 really voted for the Fascisti,

The halian workers are thus offering resistance against
the offensive taken up by their enemies. Robbed of freedom
to hold meetings, of free press and speech, bleeding from fresh
woiiids every day, abandoued as spoil to its, hereditary enemies,
the lalian proletariat groans beueath the heavy yoke, but it
clings (o 1ts fzith, and does not permit itself to be robbed of its
class consciousness. Whenever the workers have an opportunity
of expressing their f{rue sentimenis, they demonsirate
l't:nequi\'ocally that ‘they feel nothing but hatred and contempt for

£8CISI0, .

. The lalian workes are offering an admirable resistance
in the waiting position mto which they have been pressed back;
if they are to be enabied tc take their places in the foremost
ranks again, they need the active solidarity of the international
proietariat,

Italian Fascisti in Germany
By Heinz Neumann (Berlin).

it has been known for a long time that the lalian Fascisti
maintain close relations, not only with Russian monarchisis and
Hungarian White Guards, but a{oo with German counfer-revolu-
tionists. In 1922 Mussolini made a personal journey to Berlin
in order to copsult with Wulle and others of German
Nationalists. :

Now it turns put that the connections belween German
and ltalian reaction extend far beyond a mere “communily of
ideas”. The Italian Fascisti have formed regular fighting

organizations in the German republic.
As early as

was elected political secretary of the Fascist Union in Ger-
many, and Zeni as organizalory secrelary. At this meeling
mentioned a circular from Mussolini  addressed:  “To the
Italians abroad”, was read amidst enthusiastic applause. This
circular, which is highly inieresting as showin the plaps of
international couster-revolution, contains the following words:

“IHaly does not cease fo exist at her frontiers. () Haly
is everywhere where there are Italians. The Fascist national
party appeals to the Ialians scatfered all over the world, and
stead-fastly loving their native country, to assemble their forces
for the greainess o'l Italy, and immediately to establish fighting

ions everywhere.” o .

s In lh%s circular the “fasks of the’ Fascisti abroad” are
further explained. The affairs of foreign countries are not to
be interfered with: “Every country deals with ils communists
as it thinks best.” The Fascisti would only make themselves
unpopular if they “carried civil war into the countries granting
us their hospital'ly”. But at the same time eve and of
Fascisti is called upon to “combat comumunism and all other
harmiul phenomena”, ) )

Further information on Fascist plans is offered by another
circular issued by the Berlin Fascist society. This circular is
in our possession. It lays down the following main lines:

“To add {o the greatness of Italy.” _
“To gather all ltalians together, to form them into
a bloc.” ;
“To correct the ideas being spread abroad with regard
to Fascism. To carry on ltalian propaganda.” .

“To take interesi in all economic, financial, and political (!)
phenomena in the land of residence” : e

In order to carry out this program, the last point of
which is of special imporiance, various service bureaus are

* formed on precisely the same patiern as the German secret

societies—unlimited ~ funds being at their disposal; these are
as fo'lows: :

Service Bureau I: Support service. This department works
with the great cormfplion funds, finances the founding of further
unions, induces a friendly attitude by the German bourgeois
press towards dfalian Fascism, and spreads its influence.

Service Bureau I1: Propaganda, The frogzganda service
of the Ilalian Fascisti consisis of the closest co.dperation with
German counter-revolution, They are for instance well connected
wifh the Berlin iger. Their working program also
intends to include? Ise news, enlightenment, publica-
tion of appeals and pamphlets, meetings, exhibitions, etc.” The
Fascist Professor Lombardo is shortly givinf a series of lectures
to Cerman students, on the “new era in Ialy”,

The “Techmical Deparfment”.

Service Bureau I11: Technical department.  Service
bureau 111 of the lfalian Fascist society in Berlin occupies
itself mainly with political spying. It ““ascertains” the where-
aboufs of the revolutionary refugees living in Germany, and
delivers them over to the murderous Italian “justice” with~ the
aid of the German pelice. The Berlin political police ofight to
make a domiciliary visit to this wonderful “technical department”,
and ascerfain in how far traffic in arms is being carried on,
and what relations the depariment mainfains with the prohibited
German secret societies.

The ambassadors of the conspirators,

A few weeks ago a Fascist meeting was held in the
Rheingold hotel, under the cloak of the “Italian Philanthrophic
Sociely”, and atiended by the Italian ambassador in Berlin. This

t'lemudu(‘ioum Bosdari, a confidant of Mussolini’s, is involved .

en
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The Fascisti are now quite openly publishing a newspaper
in_ Berlin, with government money. s paper is called the
“QGagliardetto” (The Banner). It is lished by the “Leonardo
Publishing Co., 49 Liitzow St., Berlin W 35”, " This periodical
which bears on its front page the symbol of the Fascisti, an axe
with rods, conducts the wildest nationalist reactionary pro-
paganda, It lauds the part played by Italy in the great war, and
extols the anti-German irredentists. The persecutions of com-
munists in Italy are described in defail under the headline:
“nerketic suppressive action on the part of the government,
aghinst the underground agifation of the Bolsheviki in Italy”.
Besides this, the decisions of the “Great Council” of the Fascisti
are published regularly and their execution recommended. The
paper reporls on a "Meeiin(i of Italian patriots” which took

lace in the Teachers’ Club House under the chairmanship of a
ignor Biagi.

These few facts suffice to show how closely the network
of infernafional reaction is woven. The thousandfold murderers
and executioners of the HMalian proletariat dare, active and
organized, to put in an appearance in Berlin. They form “Ger-
man service bureaus” in the German republic. The ambassador
Bosdari participates in this organization of conspirators. Consular
officials co-operate with the German national unions endeavoring
to overihrow the republic.

What has Herr Severing o say to this? When dees he
intend to prohibit Fascist unions in rmany? When does he
infend fo confiscate their repiile uewspaper? When does he
intend fo arrest those spies and murderers working with Entente
money, Corrado, Gustosa, Zeni, and their companions, and to
expel them from the country?

The German workers will have to inferfere in this matter.
They will reply to the meetings and demonsirations of the Italian
Fascisti as they reply to the provocations of Wulle ‘and of
Cudgel-Kunze. They will not folerale the appearance in their
midst of the murderers of their lalian brothers.

A leiier from Comrade Serrati
io his wife

With reference to the arrest of comrade Serrafi, the
fAvanti publishes the appended letter, written by comrade
Serrati from Lugano on February 7. 1923, to his wife. Now
that every one kiows that he—after carefully preparing for his
journey, as was his duly—crossed the frontier shortly alter
writing this letter, for the purpose of fulfilling his revolutionary
duties at home, ii is unneccessary to comment on those paris of
the letfer (which might have fallen into the hands of Mussolinis
myrmidons) in which he speaks of it being more “advantageous”
for him to remain abroad at present.

The letter follows:

#My dearest Rina,

I arived here two days ago, and after having visiled the
old friends, I was just about to start for Italy when I saw what
had been the fate of those comrades who were naive enough to
cross the frontier withoust further thought. 1 believe it will be
more advaniageous for me to wail a while. The palloon of the
magnificently arranged “plof” may burst presently, and. it is
fossnble that we may be able fo breathe more freel again in

taly—perhaps sooner than we hope. In that case I should
relurn. For the moment it appears to me more advisable to
remain a “free bird”, particulary because there is mo need fo
give the one who is so anxious to see me behind locks and bars
again, éMussoluu. Ed.) that satisfaction.
rom abroad I shall be able to work better for the party
and for the pacgr thad from “inside”;—it seems to me that the
. Vittore (S. Vittore is the name of the prison in
. Ed.) does not promise much to one who has alread
passed his filtieth year,
. The old friends received me most heartily. Even in these
bitier days we had {o smile at the irony of hislory. We
remembered the days of 1898, when the exiles of the reactionary
Bava Beccaris and Pelloux assembled here in Lugano, as now
the exiles of Fascismo, We thought of the episodes of our exile
of 20 and less than 20 years ago, when the present leader of our
perseciiors was among the o

How conditions change in the course of fime! The'
preseni-day leaders of counter-revolution were at that {ime the
most zealous Reds! l:ha;nolhmg fo them. Here on the shores

~

others have become privy councillors and ministers of the king,
and persecute those who were once their comrades. | am
carrying on the fight, to-day as yesterday, for my ideals, even
in exile. They have reached the lowesi deépths. Buf I am borne
up by such a profound feeling of inner satisfaction, of exultant
pride, that the power which they have attained, and the ambition
which they have stilled, cannot hope fo compare with it . . .
Within a few days 1 shall write you what I intend to do.
I only askJ'ou to feel quite at ease about me, fake care of
yourself, and do not be troubled. You will see that the day of
our justification will come, you will see that the proletariat will
be exalted . . . .
Kindest remembrances to all who {ake an interest in me,
Menotti”.

APPEALS

Open Leiter

To the Iniernational Secreiariat
of Priniers at Berne and io the Priniers’
Unions of Germany and ltaly

Fellow Workers!

. At the Infernafional Congress of Printers held in 1921,
at Vienna, you considered the question of the (rrrdam of press,
passing a resolution which in part read as follows: * Frmiom‘\

of press must not be used as a means for the oppression, ensla-
vement and persecution of workers”, and, further on, that the
Printers’ Unions will fight such abuse of the freedom of press
“by all means at their disposal .

We did not take part in the discussion of this question
at the Congress, but we were always ready {o support this part
of the Vienna resolution in deed as well as in word. The moment
has arrived when this decision has to be carried out in practice,
In Haly the Fascist reaction ruthlessly aftacked the labor orga-
nizations, supﬁressing every free revolutionary voice with frantic
cruelty. The hands of the Italian printers help to spread slander
calumnies and insinuations against the working class and fo call
upon the scum of society to destroy the labor organizations and
turn them over {o the mercy of the Italian reactionaries. We see
the same picture in Bavaria. In the * free” German Republic,
the Bavarian National Socialists are closing down the revolu-
tionary labor press, and again, by the hand of the German
Erinters, in the columns of their newspapers and through

undreds of thousands of leaflets, carry on propaganda for the
desiruction of the labor organizations, for wage reductions and
increased exploitation of the working masses. The frenzy of the
reaction in these and in a number of other countries has gone
beyond all limits and, it would seem, the moment for energetic
resistance, the time for carrying out the Vienna resolution,
is ripe. Still, we have as yet heard of no prolest on the part
either of the International Secretariat, or the Italian or German
Printers’ Unions. We have as yet heard of no calls on the
part of the leaders of these organizations, for resistance. Not
only did the Executive, of these organizations not call upon the
printers to réfuse prinfing the Fascist reactionary white guard
newspapers and Pmpblels. but their voice has never been raised
in the defence of the persecuted labor press . . .

We therefore ask you, when you infend fo commence
executing your resolufion? And if you have not the courage
1o carry it out, {0 say so ly. Millions of persecuted workers,
hundreds of suppressed labor papers wait for your answer.
We, the undersigned unions and minorities ol printers, are ready
at any fime to {ake up the siruggle for the freedom of the labor
press fogether with you, and tc prevent our class enemies from
using our own hands for our enlavement. We demand an imme-
diate rcgly to this letter. The eyes of millions of workers throu-
ghout the world are turned fowards us, printers, who lrgrbi:_

jion of the might n against recklm,i-‘uclm.
i et 1o s ye sud o) shelaETRR

refuse fo pe pr iot ) ; :
literature and to publish the literature of the mcﬁn&i;:'h.,
until that time when the revolutionary labor papers will again
be enabled to appear freely. S e
We are awaiting determined, organized, revolutionary

action, and not rhetorical polemics. ., . .
The French Federation of Printers (C.G.T,U).
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THE LABOR MOVEMENT |

The Lessons of 1the Last Miners,

Strike.
By Fritz Heckert (Berlin),

The,strike of the French miners which ended on February
21. raises {he question of how far the struggies of the miners
have any possibility of success when conducted on national lines.
All great strike movements among the miners during the last
dew years have in the main failed. Either the strike collapsed as
a result of betrayal on the part of the reformist leaders, or it
has been defeated by the forces at the disposal of the capitalist
state. The workers have only in a very few cases aftained a
partial success. And only tgeu when the circumsiances were
particularly favorable. This latter was the case in the American
miners’ strike, and in the strike of the French miners. But all
other fights have been lost, and were bound to be lost under the
circumsiance in which took place. ¢
Two currents are struggling against one another in the
trade union movement: the one in favor of working unity with
the bourgeoisic, and the other opposed to this—the revolufionary
current, Nearly all the miners’ unions are in the hands of
leaders who support working unity, These leaders are of the
opinion that the class of the proletariat should be sub-
ordinated to the general inferests of the state, that is, to the needs
of the capifalist state. Since fhe revolution, every strike under-
taken the German miners has been systematically wrecked by
the trade union bunaucncz), and this trade union bureaucracy
has invariably explained the workers that sfate necessity
demanded the abandonment of the strike. This was the case in
Czecho-Slovakia, and in Poland. We can still clearly remember
the utterance of J. H. Thomas, the chairman of the Amsterdam
Trade Union Infernational and leader of the Euglish railway-
men’s union: it was thanks to the command issued by him fo
‘break off the last miners’ strike in England, that the fall of the
English governin, wer, was prevented. The Frenchman
Bartuel was one of the most zealous advocates of the dictates of
the Sf‘ agreement, which forces the German miners not only
to toil for the German capifalist, but o permit himseif to be
robbed at the same time for the benefit of French i ialists,
The revolutionary section of the workers however, is of the
opinion that every endeavor must be directed fo defend the
interests of the workers as a class. The interests of the workers
unlike the inferests of the bourgeoisie, do not clash on any
= nationalfrontier. The workers of all countries have ane common
interest, the bourgeoisies have ogmoeing interests. When revo-
lutionary workers stand for a ruthless struggle for ‘the defence
of workers’ interests, they, at the same time, stand for the inter-
national action of the prolefarial against capitalism and its
attendant d::ﬁtﬂ. .
_ The coal agreement made at Spa threw greaf numbers of
lish miners out of work, and rendered the French and
ian miners incapable of delending their wages and working
tions with any proom of success. The low wages of the
an miners are fo for the low wages and misery of
the miners in all other countries. The reformist miners leaders
know this very well. It can scarcely be assumed -that are
stupid {o see it. But their relations with their national -
are much closer than their relations with the inter-
national proletariat, and with the collective inferests of the
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struggle in the Ruhr area and the sirike of the French miners

glve the English colliery owners the chance of doing good
usiness. Now they were able to sell coal to the Germans and
French. This favorable state of their market was utilized by
the English bourgeoisie, who doubled the price of coal. The
English colliery owners triumphantly. announced that, thaunks to
this state of affairs, the number of English unemployed had
sunk by 125000, The English reformust leaders share the
joys of their bourﬁcuisie so fully, that Mr Hodges replied to
the demand made by the revolutionary miners of various coun-
tries, for the organization of a joint action against Poincare’s
imperialist policy, with the answer that the sifuation was not
suitable for starting such a movement. And indeed, why should
the chairman oi lﬁe miners’ international trouble about prole-
tarian measures for international fighting, so long as the English
bourgeoisie is doing good business, and few crumbs from its
full table fall to its lackeys. )

In England the rise in the the price of coal is accom-
panied by a rise in food prices, and it will not be long bejore
the English miners will have fo fight fo have their wages
adjusted {o the higher prices. 1f Poincaré is victorious in the
Rubr, enormous quantities of cheap German coal will s ily
appear an the French market, and it will be impossible for the
French miners to defend their working conditions against the
capitalists. - Should the Ruhr conflict end with the victory of
Poincaré, the Czech miners will also be forced into a precarious
position. Should the German bourgeoisie come to an under-
standing with the French in the Ruhr, it wil not be long
before the English miners will be again, out of work. The
German bourgeoisie utilizes the Ruhr conflict to lengthen the
working hours of the German miners. When once these worsened
working conditions have been infroduced, then it is a matter of
indifference whether Poincaré or Cuno is the vicior, for the
bad working conditions im on the German miners will have
a decisive influence on the working conditions of the miners
in other parts of the world. Instead of the miners of Europe
mutually supporting each other by joint action for the defence
of their class interests, and thus striking a severe blow at
their class enemy, they have, under their reformist leaders,
done precisely the contrary. The most favorable moment for
joint action 1s again missed. The hand outsiretched by the
revolutionary worker for the formatign of a unifed front is
scornfully rejected. Hodges refuses any alliance, that is, with
the working class, but not with the English bourgecisie.
Bartuel, who organized the blackleg action of the reformis(s im
France, has not only therely helped French mining capital out
of a critical sifuation, he has at the same time weakened the
labor organizations, and rendered hundreds and thousands of
workers incapable of fighting.

But the behaviour of the German reformists during this

riod has been the most idiotic of all. They are desirous that
rl:c English and French labor leaders, especially the miners’
leaders, help them to ward off the attack of French imperialisn.
At the same time they are in such a stale of senseless rage
against workers holding communist views, that they atfack t

ghting communists in the most dispicable manner and do not
desire the victory of the revolutionary miners of France, but
the victory of the reformist Bartuel, the ally of Poincaré, Is it
fo be wondered, under such circumstances, that the workers are
reduced to impotency and the Stinnes of every country triumph?

The French miners’ sirike has once more demonsirated
the complete bankrupicy of reformism. The ‘cowardly and
bourseois—con!iﬁon attitude of the reformist leaders can’ serve

J, but the capitalists, nobody but the national bourgeoisie
of each country. The breakdown of economics, and of the labor
movement, is bound fo become continually worse under such
circumsiances, unless the revolutionary workers succeed in
complelelz' overthrowing the whole wreiched reformist policy.
The mining strike in France has opemed the eyes of many
thousands of pit slaves. They have nized the dangers of
reformism, and are turning to the revolutionary trade union
organizations of the CGT.U. The example set by the French
combatants has had a stimulating effect upon the Belgian
miners, The resistance of the Belgian coal miners against ﬁwar
employers is growing; these miners are no longer listening to
the hoarse shouting of the ormists, who maintai
the Bel miners is solely the resul
. The revolutionary miners must utilize
among the miners of every country,
ners that only by joint action ‘can

must no themsel

T
Aot

- INTERNATIONAL -

Vol. 3 No. 27

PRESS ==

CORRESPONDENCE

The E.C. of the Communist International 1o the C.P, of

Russia, on its 25(h Anniversary

Politics

Soviet Russia and the German Proletariat, By Karl Radek 208

“The Morale of the Troops is excellent! ”
By P. V. Couturier

The Rulr Proletariat holds i!z:; Councxl of War '
= = % 2% 2 2 an e o9 a ¢+ o 2D

By K. Becker
The Class Struggle.

What the Revolution cost us. By Pawl Frolich . . .

Central Bureau: Berlin SW 48, Friedrichstrasse 225, lll.-—Putql address Fra
for Inprekorr. — Telegraphic address:

CONTENTS

ECCl.

uz Dahlem, Berlin SW 48, Friedrichstrasse 225, 111
Inprekorr,

To the Frankfort International Conferes "
To the LW.W. in Chicago . . . AR
To the Chinese Railway Workers . . e e 0 e e s . 212

In the International

The Congress of the Egyptian C.P. . v s e e e . . 22
Relief for Russia

The Bourgeois Press acknowledges the work of the L.W.R. 21
The White Terror

In Horthy Hun%ary. By Desidor . . . , . .. . . 213

In Lithuania.

y Hawkin . . , . ., ., . ., . . 214

The E. €. of the Communist international
to the C. P. of Russia, on its 25" Anniversary

Comrades,
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of the Second lnternational fell victims,

proletarian revoluti
lhﬂd{i.itl real vanguard.
years

grasped,

the imperialist war broke out, and the leading parfies
countries betrayed the

. When
of the Second Infernational in the different

We irect and congratulate you, with revolutionary jubi-
the occasion of the 25th” anniversary of the foundin

of your party. After the founding of the Second International,
the labor movement of Germany took the lead in (he international
labor niovement, but in the years 1904—05 the
class slc{;g))ed forward for the first time as a revolutionary force

r movement of the world. At that time you Bolshevists
were already heading the grear mass movements, the workers’
: forces, and the revolutionary
general strike. For years you had been caj?ing on an infensified

y f a1 revolutionary labor pa
By combatting the Menshevists in the then Russian social demo-
cratic party, and in their newspaper, the Spark, you saved the
main body of the Party from sinking into the morass of o -
tunism and reformism {o which the parties and trade unions
From the very beginning
you set the Paﬂ{ its true fask of being a vanguard of the

Russian working

lonary movement, and at that time you were
In the other counfries fen” or more
dtopaubeforeﬂnmlrbhofﬂnhrtywuclurly

cause o!the'worm chu,‘i:ump:rg stood the test of fi

The Bolshevists
and in the army.

-aloft

m a new era of
It kindled an inexiinguishable

: delity.
profefarian revolution in
the imperialnl war o 3" vl war_ pised rough o g

war into a civil war a

fronts like a flash of lightning. Tbiswnthecxutivew‘gxdv
troduced rational prolefarian class war.
fire in the ﬁ::m o‘li the bravest

7

mation of which was zealously aided by your Party, and in whicly
you ook

cracy.

1917 became a
just as the majority of the workers and soldiers ha

energetic part agamst the parties of capitalist demo-

By adopting a right Aattitude towards capitalist democracy,
your PGH‘L saved the Russian revolution at this juncture,
n

r your leadership the Russian revolution of the year
reat revolution, At precisely the riﬁht moment,
gone over

to your side, you resolutely raised the banner of rebellion
and seized power, Courv;eously f'ou announced your waichword

of socialist revolution,

factories,

the landed estates, and all other T
for exploitive purposes. . whh

aimed the expropriation of the
used
The work of demolition which the

ou proc

bourgeois revolution should have carried out, but failed {o do,
was complefed by you. You clearly grasped that the dictatorshi
of the proletariat was a necessary premise for carrying throu, K

the social revolution.
mental form of fhis dictatorship, its state apparafus,

You perceived that the concrete funda~
should

be a Soviet organization of the working class, functioning under
the immediate leadership of the Communist Party. And thus

you began to form this organizafion.
the conscious forces at your disposal but few.
the proletarian dictatorship from all sides. But
plished the task of concentrating

The task ‘was giganti
Ruin threaten
accome

the forces you had on the

most urgent e{aroblcm of the time. Your Party was the backbone
of the Sowvi

fests and tﬁahp&wwnr. of famine, of danger of dissolution.
The model combination of striking power and ada
in ymu'o;?rly is due, in the first place, to the correct

sintely
And

opment
e

instinet

“.

er, you remained steadfast #hrough all the

our Parly organization,

democratic centralism

m
the second place to the cwmn’t intensity of your Party
The constant aeﬁvig of members forms the
foundation for firm organic Party ' '

of the Party leaders Amh

;nrﬁcugﬂy .ﬁnp‘{:y’ its P
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