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The Histefical Developaent of the Negrres in Auwsriozn Society

Tue history of the N-gro question and the American revolutiOQary
movement in general, and the Trotskyist movement in rarticular, makes
it imperative at this siage to outline in however brief a form the
role of the Ne_roes in the political develcpment of Auerican society.

Iis 1776 the masses of the Negroes played no initiatory role and
the revolution would have tsken the general course it did if nét onme
single Necro lived in the United S.ates. However, as soon as the ¥
actuel revolutionary struggle began, the Ncgroes compelled the revol-
utionary bourgeoisie to include the rights of Negroes among the rights

“of man. The Negroes themselves played &.powerful part in the military
struggle of the revolution. =~ T e '

Between 1800 .and 1830 the Negroes, disappcinted in the results

of the revolution, staged &. continuous.seriecs of revolts. By 1831
"the petty-bburgedis democracy of the Jaited Sig'tes entered upon a
period of widespresd egeliterienism and humenitarien sgitation. Dis-
- appointed by -their failures between 1800 and 1830, ‘the Negro ‘slaves
in the. South, aided by free ‘Negroes in the: North, sought their freedom
by mass flight. Ouwing to this spontaneous action, the pettybourgeois
movement for the rights of the common man Was' soon” deminsted by -the:
struggle for the abclition of slavery., Tue link between the Nerthern
bourgeoisie and the Southern planters was far stronger by 1860 then

the link between ‘tle colonial bourgeoisie and the British in 1776,

The Northern bourgecisie used all possible means to avoid the revolut-
ionary clesh. The most powerfyl subjéctigelihfluendé,whi@h forced ‘the
irrepressibility of the conflict -upon the 9§nscibusde$s'of the people
was the agitation of the petty-bourgeoisie stimilated, maintained and
intensified over the years by the refusal of the masses of ‘slaves to
accept their position. 1I. the course of the Civil Wer the revolutionary

actions of the massés. of the Negroes in the Scuth played a decisive role

L .

in the winning of the Ncrthern vicdtory, =

In the Populist movement'.of the '¢0s in the South the Negro farmers
and semi-proletarians, independently orgenized to the extent of & mllion
and a quarter in the Netionsl Celored Fermers Allisnce, were e militant
and powerful wing of the Po ulist movement. Tiey supported the break
with the kepublican Purty and the formation of a Third Pesrty with social
as well as economic aims, ' ' ‘ ‘

The importance of the Negroes as a revolutionary forcc has grown
with the development of the Americen economy, Conversely, however,
raciel prejudice ageinst the Netroes has also grown. Between 1830 and
1860 the Southern rlanters cultivated the theory of Negro “inferiority
to a decree far exceeding thet of esriier revolutionary days, being
driven to do this by the increasing divergeﬁces between the developing
bourgeois democrasy in the United States and the needs of the slave

- economy. To conquer the formidable threat of white and Negro unity
Tepresented by Populism, the :Southern plantoeracy eleveted race con-
sciousness to the position of a principle. The whole country wes in-

Jected with this idea, Thus, side by side with his increasing integ-
ration into production which becomes more and more a sociul process,

¢ the Negro becomes more than ever conscious of his exclusion from demo-~

. cratic privi i E;é}'

4 privileges as a meoarate racial group in the community.
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At the same time 'q the country as a whole, as in the world 2t large,
the rights of dnm*crecy7oone more and more a burning political question
in view of the wiaespread attack of declining bourgecis society upsin the
prineiple - of democreecy in general. Simullansously, the rise of the labom
movement trings increasing consciocusness «f iabor as a social force in
the reorgenization of society. Thus the Negro in his century and a half
old struggle for democratic rights is increasingly confrznted with the
subjective consciousness of himself as an oppressed racial mirority and
the objective consciousness of labor as the great bulwark of democracy
in the country at large. .

It is in the light of this contraediction that we must trace the
development among Nezroes of the sense of nationelistic oppres31on and
the modern efforts to free themselves from-it..

Negro Nationelism:lfirst~phaSe'

The first reaction cf the masses of the Negroes to the consollda-
tion of the Solid Scuth w:s the policy. of Booker T, Washington, -who
counselled submission, industriel treining, end the developmernt of
Negro business. For the moment the Negroes in the South seemed to ac-
quiesce. But in reelity there grew up a furicus but suppressed hatred
of whites at the oppression and particularly et the racial humilietion
to which Negroes were now being 'subjected.. The apprecisztion of this
1c,fundemental to_eny understending of the Negxopguestlon.

Durlng World.War I the needs of Northern 1ndustry brought a mllllon
Negroes ‘to the North, The suppressed resentment : burst out znd was org-
anized and mleled as Garveyism. Thus this essentielly netionalistic
explosion took piace immediately the\Netroes geined some integrastion
into Americen séeciety which allowed them free .expression, Its .resl sig-
nificence was the indicrution . thet it gave of the powerful force of soe~
ial proteot whlch smouldered in the hearts of Negroes. -

'The Negro. and Orgenized.Lebor - i

The Negroes due to their place as the most opprcssed sectlon of
the lebor force end their sense of netional e¢ppression heve slway
shown themselves on the whele exccptlonally ready to join the forves
of orgenized lsbor. The exc¢clusion of Negroes from the AF of L cor-
resporided to a period of eless oollaborotlon practised by ‘the AF of L
leadershlp. When the I.W.W. relsed the benner of militent trade union-
ism emong the most oppressed cnd exploited sections.of the working pop-
ulation Negro lebor responded both as renk and filers cnd as good org-
enizers, Moreover, the I.W. W. geve the Negroes the sense of & socicl
program for the regeneratl\q of soclety to whlch.the Negroes have ElWoyS
responded. , . : v N

" In 195& the Negrcce, like the rest of the labor movnmcnt followed"
the New Deal program with its vest promises of a new order in America,
But the Roooevelﬁ government, while.of necessity including the Negroes
in its ocial service progrzm for the unemployed, did nothing to imp--

t its vegue promises for the cmolioretion of the.national oppres-
siet/of Negroes in the country. T : ' ’ E;g;-z‘
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The C.I.0.,being mainly an orgenizetion of the heavy industries,
was compelled to Qrgenize the Negroes ih great industries like stoel
exd auto or face the impossibility of #ny orgcnization at ell. The
Negro masses with some hesitetion responded magnificently end todey
they &re one of the most progressive grcups in the verious unions which
constitute the CeI.Ce . e

This‘entry into the. militent trade union movement is undoubtedly

of greet significence not only for orgsnized lebor as a whole but for
- the Negro people. Yet the main struggle of the Negro masses in the Uni-

-ted, Stotes has been and until the achievement of sccialism will continue
to be their struggle for their democrestic rights &s e nationally oppressed
minority. Their entry into the renks of organized labor does not lessen
their sense of national oppression. .On the contrary, it increases it
erd in full ascordance with their recle in past Americzn revolutioncry
crisis apd the :developing aptcgonisms  of American.society, this:independ-
ent action of the Negro messes -is -alrezdy playing a role in relation to
- the Americsan proletariat which constitutes one of the most importrnt
elements in the struggle for 5001£llsm.» . .

Negfo Nctionalism: second phase

- -

-

_ The tumultous world situstion, the leud-voiced shrieking of demo-
cracy by Anglo-American imperislism and the increasing demznds of org-
eniced labor in America for grester .and grester extension of its demo=-
.cratic rights creeted in the Negro people by the beginning of World
War I an intensive desire to struggle for equality, Driven by the nec-
essities of wer, the Roosevelt government called upon the people of
America to moke the great sacrifices necessary for war in the nome of
democrgey. At the,'seme time, . however, the specicl needs &nd practices
of Southern society end industry as a whole, fortified by the now deeply-

_ingreined race prejudice of American 3001ety, prohibited eny extensicn
. of- demogracy to the Negro people. Instead the perseoution cnd discrim-
ination of World Wer I heve been intensified, The violent ettacks and
humlllatlons to which the Negro people have been sub jected, in the aArmy
in particular, have raised the indignation of the Negro masses to & high
pitch, . .

The Negroes have responded with a natior~wide offensive, This of-
femsive, while specially concerned with:the right of entry into industry
and also into Jim .Crow uniops has expressed itself not only in mass meve-
ments but’ in. a growing determination to struggle in en,individual end
often terrorlstic manner egeinst any manifestestion of white superiority.
The yourger Negroes in perticular now walk.the streets in many towns ée-~
termined to ‘massert themslves., And.in states like. Virginia, the Cerolines,
end Tennessee their sttitude in street-cars, thoir resentful submissier
to the old Jim-Crow laws heve created ¢ degree of socinal tension unknewn
in those parts for two generations, This has been one of sthe mein ccn-
trlbutlng causes to the series of reciol outbrecks which htve teken plsace
in various parts .of the countr:,. The Attorney-General of the United
Stetes has made the fantastic rnd upprecedented proposzl to prohibit
the Negroes from coming intc Northern cities end hes publicly expressed
his fears of imminent race riots. He ‘thus typifies the benkruptcy af
the bourgeoisie in the face of the mass offensive of. the Negroes. 4 3

S
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. lons or .cttempts ct ection have tcken place 2ll over the country, excep?t

4,

The character and high stage of development of the nat10n-w1de Negro
offensive is best typified by its expression in Herlem. Herlem is the
largest urber concentraotion of Negroes in -the country. it is the area
in:which Negroes feel sefest, freest snd therefore most gble to express
their resentment., It is therefore precisely. in Harlen that appear most
powerfully the nationelistic sentiments of the Negro and the deepest

 soeiel protests. In 1925 the Negroes in licrlem carried out a spontaneous

demonstration against their general sociel conditions end particulerly

ageinst the non-employment of Negroes in Herlem storess The demonstra—

tion initicted e movement which hes made substentirl corrections ®f this
injustice. In 1941 the Herlem cammunity orgrnized f£nd ctrried to success -
a8 demonstrction egainst the non-employment of bus drivers. Similar act-

in the very deep Svuth,

The Negroes have not been satlsfled with 1ocrlor merely reglonal
demonstrations. Highly significent is the organized expression of ,their
boiling resentment. -As far beck as 1940, Councilmcn Powell, reelizing
the need for giving some nationsl orgenized expression to this.wide-
sprecd resentment, tried to summecn & nctionzl conference of Negro leed-
ers in New Yurk. T.e movement did not metericlize, but by 1941 the
pressure of the Negro masses hed forced the formotion of en orgenizeation
eimed et Marehing on Wushingten end making & forcible protest to the
stete egeinst the nationel oppression of the Nogroes. .

The Negro petty-bourgeoisie lcaders found their. organizations of
the NAA”P cnd the Urban Lecgue .rejected by the Negro messes as unsuit— ;
able for their militent purposes. They trembled before this powerful
urge of the Negro masses to confront the ccpitelist stete with a com-

- prehensive protest, cgainst their grievences. 1In the persons of HRend-

‘olph end White they rushed to head the movement end immedistely turned
it over to the Koosevelt Government which transformed itself into lecd-
er of the Negro people under the gnisc of the FEPC. The Negro messes i

;- weited -petiently upon the FEPC to solve their problems in industry end

. upon the cepitelist state to improve the. situstionof Negroes in the Army.
- With the fcilure of the Ro sevelt Governmunt end-the FEPT to cmeliorate
. their grievonnes,. the mes: s of .the Negro people arrlvcdf”t the degision

that they must . teke matters into tkeir own hends..  The most oustanding

. expression of this sentiment was.the Herlem demonstration, porticipated -

in by mcny thousands of people, viewed sympatheticclly by the large mej-
ority of the people of Herlem end Negroes all over the Unitcd States,

. When exemined in its .totnlity it will be seen as one of the most signi-
ficent monifestetions of independent sociel protest cmong Negroes that
...has tcken place since the Garvey movement, Thisis no question merely

of b(d housing, 1nsufflclcnt playgrounds or lnCTegSlng povertye -

The Hsrlam denonstrhtlon, like the miners strlke, represcnt ¢ sig-

. "niflcant stoge in the developmcnt of -the, struggls agrinst ccpitelist

society, The miners strike was en indication not only ofithe immediate

-grievances of the miners but of the stage of development reached by the
. Americen preletariat as a whole. The miners did whet millions of Amer-

icans wanted to do. The Harlem action is equally on indication of the
santiments of the great mejority of Nggroes in this country. Both of
these manifestetions in their.strength end in their wesknesses are the

. twe most impoartent indications.of the developing mass resentment agoeinst

the existing,. i.e., the caaitulist, 5001cty thet have rcsultcd from the
strain of the wars . A C e e T :>£?‘¥
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At the seme time the petty-bourgeois leadcrs emong the Negroes have
issued a politieszl manifesto which, dcspite all -its weeknesses, show
that the Negro people as a whole have reached the stage of teking e cri-
tical'attitude, as Negroes, to bovh the Dezonretio end Republicti parties.
Both the Negroes protzsting in the sircets and tus tJuld snd vaeillating
pettybourgeois heve now rceched & sioge in their et liom vhere, as ale-
ways in their past history. their ncsgt historic step is towerds unity
wWith the revolutionery class; in our dev . tlhe Aserican proleturist. This
rapid develcpuent of the Negro pe*g;e duaring tie lash few yecrs poszs
exceptional proibems end exceptional oppirtunitics for *He Amerlcﬂn nro-
letariat and therefore for the revolut¢on ry partdp :

The American Proletarist and the Negro Quostion ‘Todey

‘The Americen proletarict is the class whose objective role st the
present stege is to solve the fundamentel priblems of Amerltan -society.
Any jggg£g££3;1 enalysis of the contemporery Nsgro prodlem must there-
fore begin wivh the developing rclﬂt*cn of tke Negro strugglie to the -
generel struggles of the proletariat as the leader of the oppressed

classes in Americen society,

3: In the present stage of Americen cepitalism the great-deﬁger
threctening the masses of the people is Fascism. Events in Detroit
and elsewhere have shown thet the fascistic elements will exploit to

. the ligit the Negro problem in the Unltéd ‘Stetes to confuse. disorg-

enize and divide the grect masseb of the people end to dlsrupt their
naturcl leeder in the struggle egalnst Fa cism, 'the organized force
of lebor, ' e ' - '

T

if. The American’ bourgeoisie, whether Demceratic or Kepublicen, is
perfectly aware of the permenent neture of the sgriculturcl crlsls end
hes elrecdy shown its"’ determlnat;on to bribe the frrmers to support it
ageinst orgenized lsbor, Hongvcr, the proviemsof the poor fermesrs, the
tenant fcrmers, the shorecroppers cnd the egrisultural prOlbtu“lﬁt are
insoluble in capitelist socieiv. The sclution of the agrarien prcblenm
in the United:Stctes rests with the.precletariet end eny solution invelves
autmoeticelly the generecl socisl 51+u€t10n of mllllonucf Negroes in the
Southern st<tes.

iii. The South présents the grsvest problcm of dbmocrucy in the Urited
States. FEconomic remeins of slbvery, & lorge lendless peascntry, 'the
deve10pment of large-scecle end, especislly, the extrecetive industries,
‘the tra nsfercnce of textile indust Ty from the Nerth, & developing labor
movement -~ all these cre permcated with ¢ ceste system comperabiesto
nothing elsk’in the modérn world, Holding togsther these diverss- end
contradictery elements is & politicel superstructure with the axtarmsl
forms of bourgeois democracy., This extrcordinary conglonmeration of ex-
plosive forces is situcted not as in Indie, thouuaxds of miles away from
the mutropolls, but in the very hegrt of the most advanced volitiogl
bourgeois democrecy in the world, ’ '

Armed with Trotsky's theory of the permenent revelution, which we
must ‘epply at home ts well as sbrocd, the Bolshevik Perty must be eblo
to feoresee the teleseop¢ng'of the industriel, eericultur~l end saciel
revolution in the Soutl. -Thesc contradicticns are doveJoplng at a time

" when Fascism, the enczmy of democra~y end the most cutspoken of all pre-

ponents of racinl ‘dominction is experlenclno ~1gnsL defaats administored

545
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et the cost of great sacrifices to the Anericen people. Alrecdy this
gigentic hypocrisy heos mede deep penetration into the minds of Negroes
in the South. Femilirrity with thot situction cnd the comparetive
sccagpnnce by the musses, perticulerly the Negro masses, in the past,
should not dull cur comprebension of the potentizl dynemite which 1t
represents.

It is possible thet before the genersl economic ~nd political
forees in the South have reuched the point of explosion, the Negreo
messes may by independent mess eetions pose £11l questions purely in
terms of equality of Negro rights. Waetever the prce of the genercl
development or the forms that it mey teoke, %o muct expeect thot in the
‘sourse of the next period, the period of the socicl crisis in Americse,
the Amerioen proletzriat as a whole will be faced with this problem.

iv. Even todsy, in the dey to dey struggles for democratic rights,
the Southern lzndlords end industrirlists have proved themselves the
unyielding enemies, not c.ly of the working class but of the democretic
rights of the whole Americen people. Large sections of Americen society,
perticularly orgenized labor cnd the great numbers of Negroes in the
North ere now fullyeaware of this cnd are awere &lso that the besis of
Southern politicrl powei is the economic end socirl degrazdation of the
Negroes in the Scuth, - ‘

From the ebove four points,certain conclusions of extreme import-
ence to the American proleteriat can be drewn. Iz America &s in every
other country, the basic struggle is between the proletariet end the
bourgeoisie for the control of the economic sources of sociel and
politicel power. But in every country this struggle assumes:speciel
historical forms. It is the tesk of the revoluticnery party first ef
all to elerify itself in order to be eble to clerify the proletariat
on the cruscisl role of the Negro problem in the defense of its own
position and the socialist reconstruction of Americean sociely.

The Negro Question as a National Question

" The 14 million Negroes of the United Stctes ore subjected to every
conceivable veriety of economic oppression end socieal end politicel dis-
erimination. These tortures ere to @ lerge degree sonetified by lew
end practiced without sheme by gll the organs of government. The Negroes,
however, are snd have been for mony centuries in every sense of the word,
Americens., Tuey are not separated frem their oppressors by differences
of culture, difference of religion, difference of lenguage, &s the in-
hebitants of India or Atrica, Tuey are not even regicnally separated
from the rest of the cor mity es nationel groups in KRussic, Syain or
Yugoslevia,

Tue Negroes cre for the most part proleterian or seﬁi-proletarian
and therefore the struggle of the Nogroes is fundenentally & class quest-
ionn :

The Nogroes do not constitute a naticn, but, owing to their special
situstion, the difference in color from the rest of thc community, their
.problem becomes the problem of a national mincrity. The Negro question
is & pert of the nstional vnd not of the "neticnal™ question. This
netional minority is most easily distinguishcble frog the rest of the
community by its racicl cherecteristies. Thus the Negro question is e
question of race tnd not of "race," ‘ 54 =

P



7. The contrast betwecen their situntion and the privileges enjoyed

by those around them hive always made the Negroes thut sention of am-
erican society most recsptive to revolutionary idess end redictl sclu-
tion of socisl problems. The white working class struggles cgainst the
objective rule of capitel and for some subjzctive gozly whlch even on
the very eve of revolul’nn, is impossible-tc visualize-in concrcte erd
positive terms. The Nc roes, on the other hend, strugegle end will con-
tinue to struggle obgect;velv ageinst capital, but in contrast to the
white workers, for the VETY ccnorote obgect;*e dedocratic rights that
they sec around them. 5

But the whole historv of the Unltbd States ‘end the role of ths
Negroes in Americcn economy und society ere ¢ constznt proof ond re-
mlnder of the fact ithsi it is aoso]hte«v .EDO:SlbLe for th Negroes

To gein equ llty unde* Amnrlc;n 08p¢tc¢1cm.

Such is the developmént of Amcriceén-cepitclist society end the
role of Negroes in it that the Negroes struggle for democratic rights
brings the Ncgroes almost 1mmch.tely face to face with capitel and
the state, The Marx1st suppcrt of “the Negro struggle for democratic
rights is not 2 concession that darxlsts meke to the Negroes. In thes
United States today thls struggle is ‘a dlrect part of the stfuggle
for socialism. ' ,

P

v . . .. .
. . . : . o

‘ Nati&nai'Strugéiés and the Struggle forSocialism

All serious problems erlslng from the Negro qucstlon revolve
around the relationship of the indeperdent mess .actions of the Neg-
roes for domOCTQtlc rlghts to the worklng Cl(So otTUéglu for socizlism,

‘In the 2nd Congreos of the" Communlot Internatlonal Lenin's theses
51ngled out "as @xanplcs of thfL netiondl and ¢coloniel questlon the Irish
question ecpd the question of the NcgrOes in Ambrlcu This Leninist
approach was baséd upon close ‘study of tlie econonic siturtion of the
Negroes in the Unitcd States end the Irish Kebellicn in 1916, The
whole hlstorlcul devclopﬂent of the Negro strupgle in the Unitcd States
and its relsztions to the SOGlnl struggles of the revolutimn'rv classcs
show that the Leninist definition of the Negro questlon £8 pert of the
national qucstlon is .the correct methed with' which to cpproaach this
problem. It 'is necessary, therefore, to have a precise rnd cleer con-
ception of the ~pplicetion of thiwm mcthod. The most concentrsted ex-
umple of it is Lenln'" tre tment of the irish Hebellion during World
Lenin w1shes to 1llustr¢te thb spc01f1rplly nstlonallst struggle
of the Irish Kebllion in its reletion to thc socialist struggle of the
Brltlsh proletariet ‘ngnst British imperirlism. &Ee uses the exper-
lence of the Russirn kevolution in 1905 which took plcce exclusively

‘within the nctional Boundrries of .Russia. He uses elso, rot the

strugzles of the nationnlly oppressed minoritics, but the :trugplca of
the pbtty—bourg001sie, thc peastnts and other’ ‘non-proleterizn, non-
class conscicus groups, in relation to the strugrle of the Russicn
proletariat. Wc have therefore a _very concrete illustration of the
sppliccbility of .the mcthod to env1ronments tnd clcsses supn:f;cially

.. diverse but org‘nle'lly SlMlldr. i - ‘;




(a) "The Russian Revolution of 1905 was a bourgeois-
democratic revolution. It consisted of a series of
battles in which all the discontented classes, groups
and elements of the population participated. Among
these were masses imbued with the crudest prejudices,
with the vaguest and most fantastic aims of struggle;
there were small groups which accepted Japanese money,
there were sv»eculators and adventurers, etc. QObject-
ively, the mass movement broke the besck of tearism
and paved the way for democracy; for that reason the
class conscious workers led it. "

Within the United States the socialist revolution will ultimately con-

- gist of a series of battles in vhich the discontented classes, groups and

elements of all types will participate in their omm way and form a contribu-

.. tory force to the great culminating struggles which will be led by the pro-
1etariat.

(b) "The socialist revolution in Europé cannot be anything
‘else than an outburst of mass struggle on the part of all
and sundry of the oppressed and discontented elements.
Sections of the petty bourgeoisie and of the backward . .
workers ~ill in-vitably particirvated in it -- without

such participation, mass strueggle is impossible, without
it no revolution is possible -- and Just as inevitably
will - they brlng irnto the movement their prejudices, their
reactionary fantasies,itheir wealmesscs and errors.

But objeéctively they will attack capital, and the class
conscious vanguard of thé revolution, the advanced pro-
letariat expressing this objective truth of » hetcrogencous
and discordant, motly and outwardly incohesive, mass
struggle will be able to unite ond dircct it, to capture
power, to seize the banks, to expropriatc the trusts,
hated by all, though for differcnt rensons..."

In the United States social revolution is impossible without the in-
_depcndent mass strug:les of the Yegroes, vhatever the prPJudICGS. ths re-

" "actionary fantasics, the weal.nesses and crrors of these struggles. The

prolotarian composition of the Negro pcovle and the devcloping lebor movo-

" “ment offer grcat opoortunltlas for a continuous reduction of the prejudices

Loy

~of the ﬂebro peoplv.

(e) "The struggle of the oppressed nations in Europs,
a struggle capable of going to the lengths of insur-
rection and street fighting, of brcaking dowm the

iron discipline in the army snd martial law, will
'sharpen the revolutionery crisis in Europe" infinite-
1y more than a much more devcloped redellion in n re-
mote colony. A blow delivered azainst the English
imperielist bourgeoisie by » robellion in Ircland is a
hundred times more significent politically then a blow
of ocual Weigl “11Vur ad in A31ﬂ or Afrlc% "

Blows dellvered by an opnresscd notional- manrltJ so «ntangled in the
gocial structure of the United Statas as the Negroes, posscss a political
significancc of greater imoortance in'this country than & blow delivercd by
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~

any other section of the population except the organized proletariat itself.

(d) "The dialectics of history is such that small na-
tions, powerless as an_independent factor in the strug-
gle against imperialism, »lay a part as one of the fer-
ments, one of the bacilli, which help the real power
against 1mper1allsm to come on the scene, n&mely, the
socialist proletariat "

Wlthln the United States, the Hegroes are undoubtedly powerless to
achieve their complete or even substantial emancivation as an independent
factor in the struggle against American capital. But such is the historic
role of the Negroes in the United States; such today is their proletarian

_composition and such is their interrelation with the American proletariat
itself that their independent struggles form perhaps the most powerful
stimulus in American society tc the recognition by the’'socialist proletari-

~at of its real responsibilities -to the national developmnnt as a whole

and its power egalnst American imperlali

The ideal situation is that-the struegle of ‘the m1nority group should
be organized and led by the proletarlat But to male this a precondition
of supporting the struggle of‘non—proletarlan scml—proletarlan or non-

- class conscious groups is & repudiation of all Marxist theory and practice.
~-Thus it is utterly false to draw the conclusion that the independent strug-
gle of the Negro masses for their democratic rights is to b= looked upon
merely as a preliminary stage to a recognition by the Vegroes that the

real struggle is the struggle for socaalism. :

T L

The liarzist iMovement and thc Negro Question

The Marxist movement in the United States with 1ittle erception has
falled to grasp the fact that the Negro questlon is part of the national
question. This is not surprising because it has shown little interest in

the Negroes except under the dixect and 1n31stent stimilus of the interna-

) tlonallst movement ,

. The socialist movement under Débs.considcred any special appeal to
the Negro people as contrary to thé spirit of socialism. Randolph ap-
pealed to Negroes to become socialists but proved quite 1ncapaole of deal~
ing with the powerful netionalistic current of Garveyism that was preval-
ent at the time. The Communist .Party up to 1928 was unzble to understand
either the significance of the Negro question in thz U.S: or the method of
work required. It was only through the drcstlc'lntprvpntlon of the C.I.,
whatever its purpose, that the Comminist Party in 1929 began a serious ap-
proach to the Negro question. .Despite many exaggerations, the turn to the
Negro question was on the whole sound and effective,'but it wes seriously
handicapped by the adoption of a policy of advocating sclf-determination
for the Black Belt. In 1935 with the naw turn of the C.I. tovards social
patriotism, the work of the Communist Party among Negrocs began a process
of rapid deterioration. The Trotskyist movemont from 1923 to 1938 took
even less interest in the Negro question than the Communist Party from its
foundation until 1928, and oncé more it was only under the insistence of
the international organization that the Amerlcfn Marxist movement took ac-
‘tion on the Negro question. ) ' oo 549



10. Trotsl and the Negro Quastion

Trot°\y began to take a special interest in the ‘cbro gucstion as soon
as hc apnlicd himself to the problems of the Unitod States from the »oint
of view of - building o Trotslyite ru\olht101nry OT{iRl”"ule.‘ Fron that
time ho nover cecascd te point out the lmportance of this guestion, Thovzh
scatterad and to some dogreo ins jdental, his conversationg .and discussions
arc organized by a consistent aspronch and, altogsther, coastitute a remerde
able example of rarzist penclration into thb correct basis for any HNegro
worlz in the U.S. In ouy resolution on the Negro Qubstlon at this stagc it
is necessory to sumgrize tricfly his idcas.

} On the question of sclf-determination, Trotsly bOll‘VOi that the dif-

. ferences betwcen the Vest Indies, Catalonia, Polénd, ctc., and the situe tion
of the Hlegroes in the United States were not decisive. In. other words, the
- Negro question was 2 part of thc nrtiopal question. He firnmly onnosod those
in the Fourth Intorﬂet1oaal vhorrajected outright the wrinciple of sclf-de-
terﬂln\tion for Negroes ia thc U.S. . Ia a discussion in 1932 hc made it
clear that he did not pronose that the Party aivocate the slognon of sclf-
deternination for Nogrocs in tho-U.S. but hg- ‘jnsisted th~t the Party should
~declarc its obligation to strugzle with the Wegroes for self-cetermin-tion,

~.should thoy et any time demend it. Trotsly insisted that if ths Nogroes
-should decide, under the strees of anforascen historical cvents (e.g. a
period of fascism in the U.S.)y to strugegle for sclf-determinntion, the

strugtlo would under all C1rcunstﬁncbs be progressive, for the sin~le rca-

fzfgon that it could not )oss1b1y ba attallbd p“cbst thru wnr against American

capitalisnm.

Trotsly's views on the VCgro qu«stlon are most clearly, though not
completely, containcd in » discussion in 1939.* In his apwronch to Negro
worlz, Trotsly bascd his vI~7s on the sontine nts of the genuine Wegro masses
in the U.S. and the fact that their opprcession as fcgrocs worce so strorn,
that they feel it at.cquy noment .

e 4 3

~ 0f those suffering froq oy rbs31on and d1scr1ﬁ;n"t10“, the Wegroes were i
the most oppressed and the Tost discrininsted agdinst and thercfore formed
part of the most dyhamié miliew of the workingzelass. The Party should say L
to the'conscious elznents omong: the Ncgrous thet they have been conwled _ ¢
by the hlStOTlCul developront to take thclr »lace in the very vangunrd of :
. the vorkingclass strugglo for socialism. Trotsky congidercd thot if the

Party was. unpblb to find 4 ro-d to this stratur. of society, ia vhich he
gave the Hegross a very 1n-orta wlﬁcc, then it wonld ‘be a confession of
revolutlonwny futlllty Lo :

. hile conscious Tof” the roly of thn uegro in the vangzuard, however,
Trotsky plncca o heavy cmphasis. ol says on the consciousness of Negroous o8
being a nctionally-opnressed minority. On every possible occasion ne em-
vhasized the 3 ~0litic~l conclusions’ that werc: to be drawn fron the svpecinl
situstion of the Negroes under Ancricad’ C”ﬁltulls for 300 years. Ee

.varned rcpaatedly of thé probability of violent racial outbrenlts among the

cgroes in vhich they would seclz.to . rovenge themselves for all the oppres-
sion and huiillatlous whlc tnoJ hed suffered.

Trotsuy took thb grvat‘st 11tﬂrest in the Garvay movonent 2s an expres-
sion of tho genuine ‘sent imants of tho Negro rasses who wers nlvays his main
~ concern, He const ntly recomaended to the Party the study of the Jegroes
" in the Civil ¥ar as o historienl necessity for understanding thz Hegro ques-
tion today. He recormended the study of Gnrvey's mpvemsnt as an indis-
pensable indicrtion to tha Party of the rond to the uevro rasses.,

*Intcrnal Bulletin, SWP, #9, Junc 1939 S 550
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He welcomed the idea of an independent. mass organization of the Negro pcople,

formed through the instrumentality of the porty. His gencral approach to
the licgro question crn best be indicated by the follO'lng fact; He recom-
mendod thot under certain circumstances the revolutionary party could with-
drow its own cendidate for elecction to Congress o~nd support a Negro demo-
crat put forwnrd by a Negro community anxious to hove its own Negro repre-
gentative. In all thesé ideas Trotsly merely exemplified the application
to the concrete struggle of the original principle embodied in the right

to self-determination.

‘No task is more urgent than the collation and publication of Trotsky's
writings and ideas on the Negro question in the U.S., their .closse study by
all members of the Party; and their dissemination in an organlzed form
among the proletariat and the Negro masses.

e ok ok 0K
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12. PART II - THE YORKERS PARTY AND TEE NEGRO <UEST IO

- The problaom of the Prrty therofore divides itself into two parts:
(1) the strugeles of the Amoricen proletrrint for sccirlism and its relr-
tion to the Wegro struggle for democrotic rights; ond (2) the independent
struggles of tha Wegrocs for deiocretic rignts +nd its relotion to she
prolctarian struggle for socirlism. Under no circumstances are these se-
parate clements to be confused or troated as one.

The ¥orkers Party and Negro %ork in the Organized Labor wiovenent ..

The Vorlers Party approsches ifegro worl: in'the orgenized labor movemaont
from the basis of the aporonching social crisis, ond the preparation of the
proletariat for the socinlist revolution. Todry one of thc greatest.subjoct-
ive wealnesses of the Amcricrn proletorint is the absence of conscinvencss
that labor is opposed to capitnl for leadership of the notion. This haing
so, it follows that the othor opprossed and discontentoad classes, elements
and groups h~ve not yet learnecd te lool: to labor for a partial or even o
"reformist" solution to their protlem. Claeses learn such lessons only by
-massive oxporimees on a netionnl scales only in the very last stdges of
the revolution did the Russizn peac~ntry lecrn thot the prolstarint was its - 5
lender. Alrendy indepcndent action by the Negro masses ia the Yorth is nt ;
last awalzening organized 17.boy to %he fact that it must approach the Negro
prodlon not imercly as a trade union, but a social and nat ional problen.
This new developmant helps to clarify and define the tasls of the Party.

The Party continues, ~s it has done in the past, to agitate for equnl
rights and abolition of Jim-Crow in all asnects of industrial and union
life. The Party views with great setisfaction the remoarlnble progress made
by the CIO in its aporeciation of tho dogro problem as a union protlen. The
Party fights cgoinst the Klan and otkrer Negro-baiting elemcnts in trhe unions
but docs not allow thz outbreals against Hogrocs vhich have teken place in

Detroit, iobile and clscvharc to obscure the stcady prograss in this field.

The Party, howavor, goos beyond mere prograssive trade-unionism. It
places before the union movement the grave dzuger that tho very existence
of a Ncgro guostion in the country poscs for the union movement end the
country s a whole.

The Party warns the lebor movement that the fascists -nd pro-fascist
clements in their cfforts to batter dowm organized labor, will not fail to
use the groving rrcinl tension in the country as thc Nazis used anti-scmi-
tism in Germany.

The Party warns the labor movenent thrt tha coming uncanloyment w—ill
create grave drngers for the labor ovoment, particularly in devaloping
antagonisms botween white and Nogro labor. The Party »oints out the dan-
gerous situation in th> South and the co:ntinuous recctionary and anti-la-
bor activity of thc Southern democrats nnd its basis in the sociel degrn-
dation of the Hegroes. The Prrty, thercfore, proposes to the labor move-
ment the edoption of its transitionnl prograia for a Lebor Party as the
chief mcons in the present stage of checing this threat to its very cxist~
ence., The Party boldly poscs to the lnhor movenont tae necessity of show-
ing the Nogroes that labor rccognizes its responsihility for solving their
problenms by radicel measures, Leobor wil: thus draw to itself the militant
power of the vast majority of oprresiud Negroe: and will enormously in-

8050 v soed an iticsd »mower iy ¢ v, .
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Such a sponsoring of the Negro cause will drew the attention of all
the other oprreossed groups in socigty to labor's role. It will give enor-
mous confidence and pride to labor itself. It will create a poverful scne
timent of good will and respect for the Amcrican proletariat among the
great masses in Europe, Africa and Asin. The propaganda of the Porty in

- this respect must be bold, comprchensive and powerful in its insistence
on the dengers to society and tha continuing shame of the Negro problem,
the necessity of proletarian solution, and the gdins, direct and indirect,
which will follo%¥ even the first decisive steps talzen by labor. {
‘ : v .. . :

The Party in its daily agitation draws-attention of the union movecment
to the concrete danger represented by the outbreals which have occurred in
recent months &nd which sooner or ‘later will recur with probably greater
violence. The Party emphatically urges the union movement to place the re-
sponsibility unequivocally upon the cnemics. of the Negro people. It urges
"the unions to recognize that the aggressive spirit of the Negro people is

.~ the result of thieir unending oppression. .Organized labor must not -discour-
- age, but rust stimulate this militancy es one of the surest defences of

democracy not only for Negroes but:for organized labor itself and all the
oppressed classes. o S - © o Lo

The Party urges the labor movement: to talze the lead in organizing
this militancy and linking it to the struggle for the reconstruction of
society. To whitc workers complaining of Negro "excesses" the Party points
out, with restraint but yet inflexibly, the great importance of the Negro
mass struggle and relegates these complaints to their proper subordinate
sphere. Above 211, it points out that in coaflicts between Negroes and
whites in the Wegro community, the labor movement rmust avoid appearing in
any light which may be intcrpreted as a "guardian of the peace", merely-
anzious to restorc the status gquo. Only-by assisting the Negro movemcnt
to express its militancy in effectivc:channels and by militantly advocat-
ing both an immediate and a gencral program for the Negross as a whole,
will the labor movcment be able to act -effectively in times of crisis and
yot avoid the multiple‘dangers of mercly acting as peace-malker. - In all
Negro preparctions for defence ageainst hoodlumg the organized labor move-
ment must play o leading end netive prrt. 'This the the surest preventitive
of all hoodlun outbursts and provocations. . B

The Party will rcmembér that propnganda ond agitation of this scope
is of special importance for it is being carried out by no other political
groups. In the presont critical period when many are being more and more
impelled to thinlz beyond their immediatce intcdrests, the Negro "question
forms a perticularly valuable means of cducating the advanced worlers in
the genoral principles of socislism.ond masg revolutioa~ry struggle. The
Party will point out that because-the Negrocs have insisted on struggle,
and owing to the symp~thetic attitude of .1-<boridué¢ to the Irge nunber of
Negroes in its renks, the Nogro strugeglc in Detroit has daveloped a logic
of its own, This has resultcd in.a political alliance at the recent elec-
tions between organized labor and the Negro community as a whole. Despite
the loss of the election, this combinntion is one of the most significrnt
stages yet reached in the struggle of labor and tha Negro masses for om-
ancipation from the ills ond injustices of cnpitnlist society. It is alcng
these lincs that militent-.effort on both sides comwlementing each other
_that the Party rwust scelz, according to its strength,. to direct the develep-

ing struggle ogainst capitalist sociesty. - B R
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14, Thc Vorrers Porty and the Negro %orlc nroag Nogroes

The Negrocs struggle for demozrntic rights and socinlism

‘ The Party nnlkes a poerful sad insistent wroprgandn to the Negroces
that the leadership of orgrmnizoed 17bor is necesscry nnd indispensable to
their successful struggle for dcmocratic rights.. Particularly in this time
of crisis, it poses to them socinlism as the only solution of their problem.
It analyzes the cconomic roots of racirl oppression. It crphasizes, above

“all,-the role of competition between members of the working class in de-
stroying white and Nogro solidarity. It strceses the national lecadership
of labor without which the achievement of dcmocrotic rights is impossible.
It ermphasizes the fundamentally class n2ture of rncinl oporession and the

" objective unity of the oppressed in the struggle for sccinlism..

At the scme time the Party, with the fullest ¢ iscicusness of the sig-
nificéance of the mnss independent strugglcs of the ::cgroes considers thot
- jts rpain ngitationnl work rmong Negroes is the stimulution nnd cncourage-
ment of these mass struze” 's. Basing itself upon one of the most fundam-
ent~l principles of warxis::, the Party recognizes that it is only on the
basiy. of the continunl decpening and dbroadening of their independsut mass
struggles th-t the Negro pcople will ultimately be brought to recggnize
that orgrnized labor is their only genuine 2lly in their struggle and thot
their struggle is port of. the struggle for socialism. ’

The Prrty, in stirmlating the independoent - struggles of the Negro
people tenches “nrxism to them in the only terms in which they will learn
it, the ter.s of their omm desires end experiences. Thus at the prescnt
stage of capitalist development. in America, the Party sexks wherever pos-—
sible s~nd feasible to concentrote the attontion of the Negro masses upon
the resvonsibility of the government for their oppresscd condition. It
therefore teaches to the Negroes continvously thet the stote is the exe-
cutive comnittee of the ruling class and on this -bnsis scoks to mobilize
them in their own way snd according to their own instinctive desires cgainst
the capitalist state and its domincting role in contemporary society.

The Party brings orxism to the Negrocs by emphasizing to them th-t
the emancipation of the working closs must the work of the worlking-
class itself. It emwhasizes to the Fegroes, that Negro enancipntion cannot
take placc mithout the vigorous and self-sacrificing struggle of the Ilc-
groes themsclves. It sharply coaderns thot distortica cf .arxist truth
which states or implies that the Negroes by treir indepondent struggles
cannot get to:first bose without the lendership of organizcd labor.

* The Party is .on the alert to stimulate arnd encournge cvory instinect-
ive tendency to independent organization and militant struggle of the Me-
gro masscs objectively dirccted against Ancricen e~pitnlism. The histery
of the Hcgro people has & m therm fortile ia the crentien and organiza-
tion of such struggles. aid it is .on the basis of nnnlysis and criticism
of thesc creativs offerts thnt the Prrty scelis tc oxerciss its special
guiding and corrccting influcnce. - It is o=ly by this moans that it con
heln direcet the efforts of tho Negro mnssas into chenrcls most powerful
and fruitful for their owm ais rnd for this very renson mest valuable in
doveleping the genoral struggle for socialism,

The Party cnccurnges the masses of the Wagro people to seck the as-
sistance of the organized laber movement ix the orgrnizotion cf their own
dofense nnd in nll stnges of their battle for democratic rights. But in
its agitation it cncournges them to do so for the svecific murpose, first
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of all, of gaining their omm democratic dermands. Under no circumstances
does it submerge the specific purpose of this alliance in the minds of the
-Negro .pcople under any gencral terms of the fight for socialism., The recog-
nition by the masses of the Negro peoplc that orbanlzed labor is their ally
in thelr struggle for their domocratic rights can prove a far more powerful
step towards socialism than the acceptance by a few Negroes of .the theor-
etic principles of marxism. It is from the general recognition by the
~masses of the alliance between the Negro struggle for democratic rights and
_ organlzed labor that ‘the possibility arises of winning not one or two but
'dozens of Negro militants for the revolutionary party.

. The role of the Negro proletﬂrlat belongs malnly to the genqral de-

- velopment ‘of the union and organized labor novement as-a whole. MThe Party
. must be on its guard to scrutinize all policics which moy deflect the Wegro
proletariat in the labor movement from considering itself first and fore-
~most as an' integral part of the struggle of organized labor for the rights
.. of labor and for socialism.  The oppression of the Hegroes as a netional
. minority specially prepares the Necgro proletariat in“the organized labor
., movement for a place in the very vanguard of the struggle for SOCiallsm.

The Negro proletnriat howevcr .has a spccial role-to play in the
struggle of the Negro community .for its democratic rights. The Party will
stimilate the Negro proletariat within the Negro committees to tale the
lead in the-struggle for Negro democratic rights in accordance with the role
of labor in modern society. The Negro comrunity-end Negro organizations

'a{muSt be stimulated to use the Negro proletariat as its representative to

_ the organized labor movement in its demand for assistence and ‘orgenization
. of the strugglc for Negro denocratic rlghts. The link in the strugzle for

" "Negro democratic rights is between the Negro comminity as a whole ond or-

'j;gan12ﬁd labor and not bet"eon the Negro proletnrlat alone and the white
: prqletwrlat.'~ ’ :

‘In the present stage the Party st conduct to the extent of 1ts re-
"sourceu, a vigorous and unfailing propagdnda and agitetion along: the above
lines. The present situation offers a fertile field for such work among
the Negro masses. The cexperience of the Party with its sgitation on the
Harlcm demonstration has alrcady shown how reccptive the Negro masses and
Negro proleterlan elements would be to ag1tat1on of thla klnd.

‘ ‘ The Party is certaln to renp concrote results because there is not at
) the present tifo . a single labor or radical orgoanizdtion vhich lqﬁks uson
.. the militant Hegro demonstrations as anything else except.-at best Justlfl—
able becausc- of unfortunate neccss:t1os., This means ‘the Pnrgg will be lis-

_ §enod to‘cagerly b the Wegro massces. . . : ' e Do

The Party needs to analyze corefully and drav the lcssous of such
outbrealss as ‘that in Harlem.  Only thus_vlll it be able. to offer guidance
© to.the Negroes and to the proletar1at, Jointly with them to prepare for

~ futurc outbreaks, and jointly study the revolutionary- ‘deveclopmnent of the
Anerican masses. Every "minor" crisis, in a capitalist state, .says Lenin,
discloges to us” in miniature the elekients and germs of the battles which
must 1nov1tab1y take place pn a large scale durlng a’ blg crisis..
.. The Harlen denonstration was no "n1nor“ strike, It was, as has been
shown, an organized: ‘denonstration, a Negro nationalist protest, on a stage
. far hlgher than Garveyism, involving actively or‘synpathet1cplly tens of
thousands of people. On the day of. the dcmonstratlon could be seen on one
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side the masses of. the people and on, the other, "keecping order", the local
municipality (La Guardia), the Social-Democracy (Crosswaithe), the Stalin-
ists (iax Yergen and Eope Stevens), the Negro petty-bourgeois (Walter White
and Lester Granger). Dewey announced that he held in reserve the armed
forces of the atate., These formed one united group while the masszs in
the streets booed at them. ' ~ '

The Party must resolutely take its place with the protesting masses
and expose continuously the unity of those arrayed against them. The Party
will not adopt merely the attitude of explaining why the masses take such
steps: It corrects the exaggerations and mistakes of the masses but as
one of them, teking part in the struggle with them, and sceking to increase
and to direct their justified.anger into more constructive channels. In
the iarxist tradition it subordinates all to the fact that thc masses have
refused passively to endure injustice and have violently expressed their
hatred. The Party propagates these ideas and conderms the Judicial or ex~
planatory or social-worker attitude. It is only on this basis that the
Party, which is then more certain to get the ear of the masses, can help
them to realize their mistakes, and help them to organize greater, more
powerful and more effective demonstrations which can in turn become nation-
wide and develop into genuine militant movements. :

.The Parﬁy and the ﬁegro natiénalist mévemcnts

The Party wages a merciless war against the Negro nationalist move-
ments such as the Garveyites, the pro-Japsnese organizations, etc. It
demonstrates their fantastic and reactionary propos~ls for Negro emanci-
pation. ‘It explains in detail the utter inpossibility of their realization
and, furthermore, takes the trouble to explain that even if these were re—
alized, it would not in any way benefit the great masscs of the Negro pco- -
ple. The Party seizes this opportunity to analyzc and denounce the imperi-
alism of the Japancse and the oppression of the Japanesc masses. Thus in
terms of the Negro's own life and.interests it builds a sentiment of soli-
darity of the opprcessed on an intcrnational scala.

At the same time, however, the Party must study these movements carc-
fully, to differentiate between the Wegro nationalist leadcrs
and their sincere but misguided follovers. It explains to tho masses that
the desire for the success of Japan is in reality a desire for the destruc
tion of the apvarently unbroealv blc power of their own opnressor, American
‘imperialism, and the humbling of its pride. The impending defcat of Japan
will strike a heavy blow ot any hopes of assistance, direct or indircct,
to the "colored peoples" from Japanesc victory. The national movements,
however, even before the defeat of Japan, used Garveyisna and pro-Japancse
sent iment mercly as an ideological -basis for a policy dirccted towards
st rengthening Negro nationalism in the United States. The movements which
secl: "to drive the Jew out of Harlem or the South Side" have a valid clnss
base., They are the reactions of the resentful Wegro seeking cconomic re-
lief and some salve for-his humiliated -racinl pride. That these scentiments
cen be cxploited by fanatieal idiots, Negro anti-Semitcs, or self-sceking
Negro busness men, dozs not alter their fundamcntally progressive basis.
This progressiveness is in no way to be confused with the dissatisfaction
of the demoralized vhite petty-bourgeoisic which sccks refuge in fascisn.
Angricen reaction can and probably will finance or encourzge some of these
movericnts (Bilbo and back to Africa) in order to feed ill-will. But the
Negroes'are overwhelmingly proletarian, semi-prolctarian and peasant in
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their class composition. Such is the whole course of American history that
-.- any nation-wide Fascist movemcnt (however disguised) will be compelled to

attack the Negro struggle for equality. But the struggle for equality is
‘the main driving force of the Negro mass noverent . . ‘ 4

_ The Party, thercfore, while boldly attacking the nationalist movement,
‘does not in any wey treat these movements in the sane category as it would
a fascist movement. It atteclks them on the basis of a program for Megro.

- struggle as outlined above. It 1s the absence of a comprehonsive progran
‘and action for Negro rights and Negro struggle advanced by organized labor;
it-is the soctarian preséntation of the doctrine of the Negro struggle as
the class struggie which gives strength to the nationalists. Such is. the
obvious bankruptcy of the Nationalists' magic--carpet programs for salvation
in all parts of the world that their chief strength, in Harlem for instance,
ig due not to their programs but to their active role in protests and demon-
strations designed to improve the conditions of ths Negroes here in America.

The Perty and the Nesro petty-bourgeoieie

An economic exsmination of the American scene will demonstrate how

 slight is the sconomic basis of the Negro petty-bourgeoisie. :The Negro

‘petty bourgeoisie is for the most part a woefully disproportionate group
of intelligentsia, well-paid porsonal domestics, stage performers, cte..
Bourgeois society has rigidly excluded them not only from social gontact
with the vhites but also from those positions and opportunities of :sharing
in the surplué value, and gaining distinction, which binds so many of the
white petty-bourgeois functionaries to bourgeois society. They can do =
harm as in the March On Washington Cormittee, but their irmpotence to re-~
strain the masses of the Negroes vhen these are anxious to move hos been |
dcmonstrrted during the past period. Such influence, as -for instance, the
Indian notionalist bourgeoisic h~s exercised over the Indian masses, the
Negro petty-bourgeoisie can never exercise over the Negroes. The Party
"observes that the instinct for direct action of the Nepro magses ignored
the NAACP or the League, as circumstances may dictate. But the Party is
on’ﬁhe alert to enter those newer organizations +vhich the Negrogs are form-
ing today in such profusion, if even sonmet imes for only limited purposcs.

© The Party keeps @p an Enceasing,dttack on the Negro petty-bourgeois
leaders;, but is careful to do so, not on gencral grouads, but because
they do not carry on a militent struggle for democratic rights and betray
the struggle at every opportunity. In this respect the Party attacks the
petty-bourgeois leaders of the Negroes in a manner approximating its
‘attacks on the labor leadership of the social democracy.

The Negroes and the Lobor Party

. ' The Party must carry on a nilit~-hit agitation among the Negroes on )
behalf of an independent Labor Party. It is a sign of their special role
fn American soclety rnd the meturirs social consciousness of the Negro
people that ‘as a body they have mat: vithin the lest fer yesrs a rapid
chenge in their attitude towerds organized labor. Should organized

labor put forwncd a militant program for an independent Labor Party the
past history of Negroes and present indications show thet the novenent

of the Negroes in its favor will be strong and perhaps overvhelning. The
Negroes in all probability will play a role on the left wing of the organi-
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zation. But here also the Negroes! situntion as a specially oppressed
minority, though not necessarily obtruded, hust be tnken into consideration.
An Independent Lobor Party in the Uaited Strtes as in msny European coun-—
tries will probably consist of a federatioa of various groups, with the
union movement providing the dbasa, the. driving force and the leadership.

. The Independent Labor Party willvnot tolerate any distinction of color
within its ranks. Local non-union organizations of all types will seelk
. affiliation. Negroes should be encourageld to join such loral affiliations,

But_the Party st carry on a vigorous seitbasicn among militant Nezro or-

ggniza?ion% stggggling fo;'yogra Qamoq;atic_gigggg_gyg_?ngv to Jdein the
agitation fur an Indenendont Labor Party but ¢ te take an active et

T e - K
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in its formation,

L Ly

.

At the present sﬁagé of'capitalist,Crisiéiin the U. S. this‘particu;
lar work by the Party offers exceptional means of forning a bridge between

the independent struggle of the Negro masses and the general problem of
the reconstruction of society. R ,

: The Negro organizations should be encouraged themselves to forrulate

- demands for their oim democratic rights and the Party rust insist tkat
neither the Democratic nor the Republican party is the type of organization
which will be able to givé the Negroes an opportunity to struggle for these
rights within a broader ‘framework. At the same tine, even to the rost na-
tionalistic of the Negro orgonizations, the Party should pose the qucstion
of themselves forning a program not only .for Negro democratic rights but

for the country as o whole. They. will look; not to Eurovean imperigiisn

in Africa nor to Joprnesc imperialism, but to notenticl allies in this coun-
try and make their om contribution to the eleboration of that type of so-
clal order in which the Hegroes will at. las* find equality. This must be
presented to the Hegro organizations £s -an imperative duty for Negro or-
.ganizations to perform. It is by this meons that the Negroes, on the besis
of their own nsatiounalistic preoccupations are brought to consider their ova
problens in relotion to the furdement2l prodlem of the vhole social order.
The Party will seize this opportuaity to present its owm transitional pro-
-gram to Negroes, for the: to consider in the light of their intensive de-
sire for some solution, not only immediate but gancral, of the degradat ion

~ from which they have suffored.for so way centuries. -Such is the proletari-
an cox:osition of tha Negro reoyvle, 'so hostils arc they to the existing so-
cial order bocausé of the smecial dezradation to which it subjects then,
that the wolitical organization whici Faows hov to utilize their preoccupa-
tion with their defocratic rights can find oomle Tays, and necans for carry-
ing on that socialistic propazanda which rust always be the climax of revo-
lutionary effort, parti&ulﬁrlz,ipAthis period. Starting from end never
leaviug the basis of the independent struggles for democratic rights, the
Party will fiad in ths increasing contradictions in the social order the
possibility of uniting in ever higher stages of dovolopueat the objzctive
novemnent of the Amocrican proleteriat towards leadershiy of the notion and ‘
the moverent of the massos of Nogro people toward the Anerican prolctariat. .

%
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SUPPLEVENT TO POLITIC.L R3SOLUTION
Of TRADE UNIOJ ACTIVITY

i

Sinco the last convention of our Party the Unitad States has entered

the Sccond World Imperialist War. As the war has unfolded during the past

two years the working class and the unions have been under constant attack
by the employers and the government in an effort to install "national unity" -
and to soften thd%ver~r1sing cresccndo of dlvsqtlsfactlon and conplalnt in
the ranks of organized labor.

The rigorouv attitude of the rullng class tovard the organized workers
has created problems in the shops and tre unions which the unions themselves

_have been slow to recognize for what they really are: namely, problems which

require for their solution the most dcternincd class struggle and nroletarl—
an independent political actiox. ' :

' This situation while difficult, ospecially in face of anti-labor acts
and wartime regulotions, nevertheless prescented an excellent oprortunity to
the revolutionaries:for political work'in plants and unions. In the first

- place the proletariat was faced with an evér-increasing clamor for regimen-
. : tation, for a "firmer labor policy,;" for' stronger insistence by the Roose-
- vely government that labor subordinnte its interests and organizations to

the necossities of the imperialists war aims. To this was added a planned

~assault on the living standards of the workers; through the most onerous

tax burdens, a ceiling on wages, eVer—r1S1ng prices and the fastcnlng of
the workers to the job, ) ) . -
_.Labor however has not’submitted mcekly to the‘demands of the govern-
ment and the bourgeoisie. "¥hile they have been restrained in their state-
ments and acts, it is clear that even the class collaborationist:pro-war
leadership of the labor movement begins to give way before the pressure of
the ranks and to raise its voice, albeit feebly, against the machinations

of the Roosevelt government and the attacks of the eﬁp10yers.

Our Party began its oneratlon in the factory and the lbor movement .

) after the last convention fortified with the Party's analysis of the s1tua—
- tion confronting the working class and oriented with the Party prognosi

on the probablec course of the war, the relations of labor to the war and
the ruling class and the probable resjponse of the workers to these cvents.

The Workers Party took a clear and unambiguous position that the period
following the entrance of the United States ianto the war would sec increased

~militancy from the workers, that théy wouldnot continue the retreat waich

had been ordered by their leadershlp and that there would be strikes and
threats of strikes.

The Party toolr the position that our Party alone was even in modest
degrec ideolozically preparcd to assune r9990ﬁ31b111ty for political propa-
ganda and agitation in this period.

L ETERY

That the Party was correct has becen provcd by the events of the past

two years. This is in marked’ contrast to the-dunderhead conscrwatism, pes—

simism, passively and head-in~the-sand policy of the Socialist Workers
Party. This party which claims the right to vear the rantle of Trotsly,
stcadily proclaimed that the militancy of the nroletariat had been darmed
up by the war and that the task of the rcvolutionaries should be one of
watchful waiting, concealnont of th01r Urogram and "conservetism" of them-

selves._ o ; o | 559
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This mood did not penetratc our Party to any apprecisble extent. Bascd
on our political anelysos and energized by an incrcasing prolctarian con-
sciousness, the party went to its daily tasks and made modest but rcal gains.
We were able to nake progress despite the loss —-.for service on another
front - of many lcading and experiented -comradés. The work was carried for-
ward by younger and less seasoned comrades. Desplte their mistakes and
their fumbling at times, the. comrades who werc left have exhlblted fortitude,
perseverance and genuine revolut ionary loyalty and 1ntOgr1ty. As o whole
they have stood up against the reactionary United States patriots in the
unions as well as abalist the. more v1cious attacks of the Stalinist rcaction-

aries.

This bears clear testimony to- the essentlal soundness of our line and
the correctness of our tactical apﬂroach. It is on all of these factors
that we will build 1n the future, e : :

The trade union report to the Sécond Anrual Convention two years ago
revolved mainly around 2 discussion of the proletarian orientation of the
Party. The first step in this orientat1on was to_get the membership into
the factories and into the unions. . This step was rapidly and successfully
completed. Our comrades entered the unions and on the basis of their union
activ1ty many of them .were elevated to posts of 1eadersh1p and responsibility.

By the time of the ActxquorkBrs Conference, February 1943, the Party
was prepared for the next step: definite political activity leading to re-
cruitment to the Party. In the course of consumrating this step the frac-
tions were to exploit the distribution of Rabor Action and the influence
the papar, had ‘developed among thousands of workers in the factorics. The
fractions were advised to take the nccessary steps for progressively revcal—
ing themselves as "Labor Action, Peojle" and as members of the WP.

Wherever this rollcy an@brocedure were adopted and carried out the
prestige of the comrades was enhanced, classes of "contacts" and “"prospects"
were formed and new members were recruited., Also comrades who consistently
followed the line laid.down by the JParty were elected in the union to po-
sitions of greater responsibillty.l ‘In nost instances they were able to hold
their own with the Stalinists and in [ few instances to deal the Stalinists
severe blows in union oontests., I .

Desoite the fact that the Party has made notable progress in its trade
union activity, there have been sone notableﬁeficien01es. These defects
must be corrected in order to accelerate the future gains of the Party. Ve
can point out first our failure to effect:efficient national orgenization of
trade union activity. The resoonsiblllty for this lies primarily with the
National Labor Committee. It is not easy under wartime conditions for the
committee to function 2s it should but cven with these limitotions it was
possible for the Comnittee tn have ‘done a better job of education and or-
ganizing and coordinating the work of the fractions. It is urgent that
the Party establish an active and efficient Trade Union Department.

The Party has not 1ssued a single trade union pamphlet or other 1lit-
erature to the workers.“ Theﬁhole task of propaganda has devolvod on Labor
Action. '

-----

It is possible to imorove the work of the fractions to a considerable
extent. In the months to come our work in the shops ond unions must be
gauged ond judged not by our past accomplishments, or by the successes or
fajlures of our opponents, but by the magnitude of the tasks before us.
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The membership has not yet developed adegquatc political understanding
- and coripetence. ~We have not learned how to apply the political line of
the Party to the practical situations met in the shop and the union. The
~ Party political resolutions and the trade union resolutions are not suffi-
* - ciently understood as guides to action. To develop such understanding and
: effectivoness it is imperative that the fractions adopt the practice of or-
ganized study of the political -and trade union resolutions. The ‘entirc po-
litical activity of the fractions should consciously revolve around and be
‘ﬁased on the analyses and directives contained in these documents.

Not only must we aim to.heightea the theoretical grasp of the fractions
but we rust strengthen their ideological. homogeneity. This-result of course
can only flow from the theoretical strength and political cohesiveness of
the Party as a whole. In the 1astyahqusis’this can only be accomplished by

the National Committce of the Party.

_ It is necessary that the fractions understand that in the shops and
“unions they are the political front of the Party. - This indicates the necces-
sity for the fractions to play an independent -role: always, to one degree or
another, advancing its own program; (Party Program) neither tail-ending the
workers, specializing in "deals" with the top leadership, or subordinating
‘its progran and octivity to other grours. Therc are times and occasions when
this may be necessary, as for. instaice in the present case of the attacl on
Local __- - in New York. In such casegs it is both permissible and impera-
tive that the fraction subordinate, temporarily its differences with the ad-
ninistration or other progressive groups and talke the lead in calling for
an all-out defense of the local or international. This tactic in no way vi-
olates the indepenient program of the fraction or its freedom of independent
action. On the contrary . in carrying on a struggle for the defense of a
union against reactionary attack, we carry on a strugzle for progressive
policies and for the independence of the union from the bourgeoisie. ¥e
thus prorote a situntion in the union which facilitates our owm independent
political activity.

" With the sole exdeption of the Stalinists, the other political groups
do not represent any scrious hindrance to us in our work. - This has been
demonstrated during the past. two years. We do not face the Socialist Party’

"~ a8 an obstacle. Theonly group standing on a 'similar political line is the
Socialist Workers Party. : But herc. also no real difficultics are to be
found. Exactly ‘two years after our. Party liad forescen an upsurge of the

trade union workers andhad pointed out the rensons for this,.the Socialist
Workers Party limps feebly along admitting way' late thot "the rank and file
are "dead seribus about brealking the Littlée Steel Formula," and that "the

" Roosevelt government will bc in the throes of a new labor crisis as the
rank ond file press for action in the coming wage mnegotiations."

The sterile conservatism cf the SWP was gseen most clearly in the atti-
., tude of this party to the important situstion created by the miners wage
. negotiations. TFlowing from their fundarental politics the SWP failed com-
pletely to understand the mood of the miners, fhe attitude of ‘Lewis or the
significonce of the sirikes after thoy had got under vay. The watchword
of this party wns "caution," and more "cautions# caution to the extent of
advising workers under its,control not to run for delegate to the union

convention for fear they would be spottcd by the FBI.

The Communist Party is,a'diﬁférent andimo:é difficult problem. Here
we are faced with a large and well-organized group, with influence and
thousands of members and follovers in the unions. Their unscrupulousness,
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their anti—labor‘tactics and their vicious and reactionary pro-Stalin and .
pro-var politics malke them a very troublcsome adversary.

: . Our experiences during the prst year, however, should moké it clear
that ‘the Stalinists are f inding it more and more difficult to hold the work-
ers under their influence and control. ‘ Our growing influence in the ranks
has been shomm by ‘the attention that the Stalinists have given LABOR AQTION
the Party and our comrades in the plants. LABOR ACTION has been attacked far
-more by the Stalinists than any other labor or political paper. Despite
.these attacks and despite the far greater strength of the Stalinists, workers
under our influence and guidance have repudiated and defeated them in several
'situations. This shows that while the Stalinists are & real danger, they are
not impregnadle in any union. They can be defeated and it is possible to
make real geins even in locals or unions at present under their control.

: The recently announced dissolution of the Communist Party presents a.
-new situation for the WP .and the working class., Like a sneke shedding its
skin or changing its coloration, the Stalinist organization ‘gives up its
name only in order that it may more easily carry forward its long record of
- reaction and betrayal.

This new "turn" of the Stalinists presents a'new danger, which the
Party must meet with increased vigilance; Operating in the unions under
the mantle of Jefferson, ‘Lincoln and Roosevelt and with a plea for national
-unity as just simnle Americans without party label, the Stalinists may be'
‘harder for the workers to detect.  This danger can only be adequately met "
by alertness and by seizing on’ every proper opportunity for presenting the
Party line to the workers and the unions. . .

PR IR I

. The yedr 1943 was marked by a new militancy on the part of organized
labor. While the outcome in action was different from that of 24 years ago
that is, ‘the actions were not mass actions in the sense of thousends of

strikors exerting force on the picket lines it is correct to say that vhat
the union did in the latter period was far ‘more significant, pregnant and
portentious. - The events of 1943 brought to the forefront of the struggle,
again, the miners who reasserted their right to be assigned the role of
militant vanguard of the organized labor mevement. The four walk-outs of
the United iine Workers Union were the dynamo which put the workers in o~
tion. - The year ended with thefhreatened strike of the steel workers and
the mllltant pronouncements of the hitherto peaceful, placid and business-
lilke reilway unions, vhose leaders talked back to Roosevelt in the most
truculent manner. ' :

It is easy “to adopt a dlsdainful manner toward the unions for their
failure to go farther than they did in 1943. Such an attitude, however,
would be wrong and ‘demonstrate complete inability to grasp the signlflcance
of these events. The strikes and threatened strikes of 1943 took place =
in the face of persistent and planned attacks on the unions. These actions
were blows at the War Labor Board, actions taken in spite of the Smith~-Con-
nally and the various State anti-labor bills. All in all the actions of
1943 demonstrated that the working class was renlly more mature than three
years ago, even though then its resentment took a morc violent form. .

The events of the past year revealed thet the workcrs in the whole na-
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tioh were becoming aware, in a general way, that as a group they were being
pushed into a corner and that their group interests were being violated and
- amttacked. This g the real meazing of the influcnde of the miners stirikes
on ‘the other unions, of the emergence of tnerailva valons frona their dotage
and the defense of the Brewster lccel by various and more conservabive cle-
"ments in the labor movement. T : '

There is every reason to be genuinely optimistic cbout the future mili-
“tancy of the working class and the unions. It is hizhiy lmproballo thal the
workers will be held in check either by their Leaders or Wy the Roosevelt
-~ government. The struggle in which the proletariat is ncw eagageéd on a na-
tional scale is & political struggle and increasing aumbers of workers
faintly begin to perceive this.. . e

The workers hove made a start in understanding that economic action
alone is adequate. They are beginning to acquire an elementary understanding
of the need for independent workingclass political action. 'fhe present
political action campaign of the CI0 should not be dismissad as toinliy re-
actionary and without value in contributing to the advencement of independ-
ent political thinking by labor. %hile the campaign is headed by the re-
actionary pro-Rooscvelt Hillman, the mass of the CIO mewhars do not have the
idontical notions as Hillman.  The ranks are not thiniing the same was as
‘Hillman, Murray and others, nor: do.they have the same aims: The revolution-
- aries in their own ranks should welcome this political action catpaign of
the CIO, enter its conferences with their own program and ebove &il become
the most active and vocal propagandists in the shop end umion for independent
~ political action and the formation of the labor party. Every bit of genuine
political experiencé will contribute to the political clarification of the
workers. This is true even of  thair participation in the distorted political
action setup of ths. CIO under Hillman and Murray. ‘The politically toadying
to Roosevelt by the leadership will no mcre be able to dam up the political
development of the workers than the leadership's no-strike plecge could stop
strikes. - A S oo

The economic and political development of the proletariat will be ad-
vanced by the prssing of the.New.Deal., . Thousands of workers today under—
stand that the New Deal is dead: fghot by Reosevelt" is the way it was put
by one of -our sharecropper comrades. -This means that the sinister develiop-
nent of the block between the CIO and the government will not-appear in
such attractive garb to the ranks of labor. They will interpret what they
will coll o change on the part of Roosevelt, as pushing thé vnions out
bf the government, as a desertion by the Roosevelt government. The workers
will begin to see the New Deal for what it wasi a panecea for the ailments
of a decrepit social order, which sterilized the workers politically and led

them into the caravan of the imperialist war.

The capitalist aims of the Roosevelt government reach new depths in
the proposed National Service Act. The revoluticnaries rust point out to
the workers that among other evils, one of the main objects of this act is
to lay the groundwork for the crushing of the unions arter the war, when
the hypoeritical bourgeois slogan of Hynity for the preservation of deroc-
racy" shall have been completely shattered in the nmincs of the workers. It
is a precautionary meosure to insure "order! in the factories. .The soldiers
arnd spilors are to be pacified by bribery after the workers have been regi-
nented by o National Service Act. _
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In the comin: deys a heavy responsibility will rest on our Party. The
proletariat shows no tendency toward continued pacifism. The struggle for
the restoration of collective bargzining with the empicyers and the shift from
traditinnol collective bargaining to direct dealing with en ever more anti-
1abor Roosevelt government will serve to educzats the working class will serve
to realise the cilana unity of the finance-iatustrial bourgeoisie and fithe gov—~ -
ernnent ," thus exposing the capitalist nature of the statz. A

The Workers Party now must prepare to begin the third phase of "its pro-
letarian orientation. The first phsse was to enter the fuctory land the unions.
The second was agitction for the Party line, the socuvirg of subscrint ions
to Lebor Acticn, the organization of classes for coalacts aad prospecys and
the recruiting of individual member. While this activity must be -cont imied,
the Party must take another step. The next step must be: . :

1. The formation of Labor Action grcups in every plant where there are
subscribers or known supporters of Labor Action. This group should call it-
gself "Labor Action Group" and that should be clearly wrésistood Ty all men-
bers of the group. The Labor Action Group s not a gencial progressive group
but a formation of militants, with the fraction as the core, breugnt together
for consideration of political questions primarily.

The Labor Action Group should be conceived of primarily as the shock
troops of the plant and union and as immediate prospects for Party membership.
It must be a more or less disciplined and integrated group and not a group
of people who are just dissatisfied with the leadership. T

2. The Labor Action Group should have as onc of its perspectives
propaganda and agitation among the progressives for the formation of pro-
gressive groups, lccal and national. This activity however is to te gen-
erally linked with the formation and development of the Labor Action Group
itself s : SR Co

3. On a local scale in a simgle plant or local the Labor Action Group
may from timo to time participate in larger and broader progressive groups
for specific purposes and may even initiate the formaticn of such groups.
The Labor Action Group must at all times though maintain its inderendence.

4., " The fraction and the Labor Action Group rmst pay especial attention
to the Negro workers in the plants and locals. ‘The Negro workers have numerous
grievances. It is the responsibility of the fractione to take the lead in aid-
ing the Negro workers to settle these grievances. Every Laber Action Group
" and every larger progressive group should make speciali efforts to embrace
Negro members.
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PEuCTICAL WORK

INTERNAL
1. Trainine cf the Fracticns.
{. Pclitical Educaticn

a, Study cf Pclitical and Trade "Micw NResoluticons as
part cf fracticn educatirnal nmceting,

b. Fractirns to sbdy text cn Histcry cf Labcr dcvement,

Texts cn Trade Unicnism and mimec craphed material tc be
gupplicd by Trade Unicn Dept.

2. Labcr news frcm.ffactirns tc L.A.
3., Each fracticn to have guota for L.i. subs frem plant.
4. Eéch fracticn to'have quofa fcr recruite from plant.
5. Each fraction to repgrt te National iabor Ccmmittee
menthly on number of subs tc LA and rccruits.
EXTERNAL
1. ClaSses of "contacts" and "prospects.!
3. Formaticn of Labor Acticn Group.
3. Subscripticns fer LA from the plant.

4. Fraction members in plant to vieit LA subscribers in
pl ant. '

5. Rccruitina cf New Members.
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RESOLUTION ON POLITICAL ACTIVITY AMONG NEGROES

‘ 1. For ‘the furtherance of its revolutlonary alms and in. order
to extend ite proketarian orientation to the most exploited section
of the popula tion the Workers Party must turn 1ta face resolutely
to the Negro-maseee 1n the United Statee. ; . : o

... 8, The Negroes are a race of toilere' the most oppressea and
proscribed group 'in the country. But deSplte the most loathsome
discrimination ‘and the most barbaric treatment accorded human beinge
'in any civilized counbry, the Negroes have reveéaled mo tendency to
submit to this mistreatment., After 300 years of debasement the
Negroee continue to.strive for their democratic rights,

... 3. As ‘workers Negroes have ever becn ready to enter the trade
;_ “unions &nd’ join with the'white workers 1n the struggle for the eco-
f;.nomlc demands of labor,. , ,

o _ The Negroes thus consf‘tute a vast ‘Teservoir of potential
revolutionary men-power. Here is.a fruitful field not only for
Party recruiiing, bat also s foroe dthh under the inspiration of
the'Workere-Dat;y ang the program ni the labor movement, can give
8. great Lift to thHe revolutionary forces and the advancement of the
interests of th proletarian "evolutgun, o

.~ THE BLIGHTOF . §LAVERY’ AND._THE ‘STRUGGLE
/FOR -DEMOCRATIC BIGHTS.

a

5. “The debasement of the Negro in the United States has ita
roots in‘slavery. ‘Iwo and a half cénturies of bondage placéd a
stigma on the’ Negro.which.even after. several decades of freedom
he has not been gble to wipe. gway.,@ﬂh 1lc the Negro as human pro-

. perty was a means of capitalist accumulation for the English and
‘ States. bourgeox91e,-1t was this. same pglavery which fastened on the
Negro ‘the stdin of racial 1nfer10rity and forged the chains for
“’hol@ing him t¢ “the lowest social, ‘economic and political etatus
. .after emanclpatlon. ‘Not only this but' . it wag during slavery that
what was in effect: class divisions, were establi'shed among Negroes.
{ ".Thie“was basdd.ion thc difference of gtatus whrch ‘obtained between

" 8 half million free-Negroes with $50 000,000 in property in 1860
and the Negro slaves in the flelds and swamps. It was a Cleavage
. betwecen men of property, who hmd vieions of getting on in the world,
:?'“and ‘the propertyless:slave whose main and all—pﬁssesslng aim was to
Li;;cease to be. nothlng more than a piecg ‘of property.

'”‘~F’ 6., Another division was establlshed in’slavery: Whlch laid the:
‘basis’ for ‘castc distinctions among. Negroes,"Thls was. the system
of -concubinage, cohabitation bétween, master and- slave woman, The
result.of this type of race mixing was the degradation of the slave

,.moman’,” the d-generation of family life and the emergence of a

"mulgatto caste whlch often oon51dered’1tse1f superior. to th black

QNegroes.Ai,ff e ‘ T
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7. This offspring wae either freed or Totained on the plant-
ation as houss scrvants. The fact that thcse slaves did not WOTK
jp;phg}fﬂgldg}'andti"yod;ahd‘a%é%ét the Mbip. house";:pet -them apart

&s;gucggié;aﬁdfpngdﬁdgréd';n~thém“aﬁf%e&ing:offsuperionitytover
the Negroes frcm the ‘fields:-and: ‘the: catine. From the .gouse. ser-
vants and 'the favoritee of“he’’slave owners divisionsg often based
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e maes of Negroes hoWever iritisted ‘during .the slave.. . .
y& a gtfuggle Tor democratic ‘rights, ‘Phe: sigverinsurrections,.:
the padsage to. freedom over the undereround ryilway,:the-desertions
to the union army, wcre all blows ‘struck.-by “the ‘Negra for liber— .
ation and ‘the orportunity to ‘furction as free-men im-a world of ..

o

;. .free human beings. . .. ,

TTE UG AT ter émanéipatiod tho “fréedmen were thrown immediately . -
into competitior. for jobs with northern whité labcToand the:poverty

~ gtricken white workers of the South, The black slave rebellions
were in the ‘past and the ‘freéman wes'regdy for-integration into

the 1ife of, the nation undcr the aczis of bourgeois-~democratic,
abolitiarn humanitarignism. - -But thé integration did not take place,

" Expanding northern capitalism was ‘more interested in economic,

pénetration of the South than in the equalitarian notions-of.the .
abolition-democracy. The Negro was turned. over the ergtwhile.slaye
owners with their Black Codes and KKK. In return the way was
cleared for . the.new.northern finance-industrial bourgcoisie to

begin the eonomic” exploita*ion of thle South. -~

10. The diffigtltics of tre-freencn were intensified by the:

indifference or downright hostility of the new trade union orzan-

"izations and-"white ladbor., The  Etatc was .ee€t. in thig period, for

- Negro and political 'andscc:.al inequality. - &

barring the Negro from indhstry, £fron ithe benefits; of union mem- .

CCQ%}?@uj?Qp_and the l4th and- 15th amendments,. '’ ..

. berghip and” from the eimplé democratic’ rights promised him in the.

R &

- 111.'fThé?north@rh\bbdrgéoféie?50Uhﬁfa”ndw‘rolegforqt,e.qx;slave
to play: a unique role." The Neldro was asgsigned the function of a
spebial‘labprjfeﬁérycg"Thé?brésencﬁfinfﬁhe*cduntry of -nearly:: .
5,000,000 freedmen;. untrained and illiterate was a-boen to-the .
young system of, "free entefprise! just beginning the conquest: of the

NoTth American Gontinent. . Thus began ‘tifé ‘triple oprression of -

the. Negro: exploitation as-a wége~carner, ecédnomic robliery as.e

“%13. " The Gonséious plan of “the “Nérthern:-bourgeois was to:hold
the Negro in rederve in the 18wett paid ‘and meanest. jobs, ‘and.then
to -inculcate in him the belief that his plight was due . wholly
to thé antapcnism of the whitec workors or-to’somersort.ef infer-
iority of .the Negro which unfitted Him'for-anyiking:but the dirt-

icét and Heaviedt laboz, - v i DR

.. 13,7 It wag the definite intention 6f thé northern bourgeoies:
to provide ‘capitalism enferprisc with a mass’of cheap:labor;-a
group that could be fitted into an hierarchical echcme: Nggroes,
poor white common labor, white skilled labor. This plan also
envisapcd the use of the Negro as a strike-brcaker and a constant
threat to be used at will, to frustrate the social, economic and
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political presumptions of white labor.

14. Thus did northern capitalism begin its post civil war
career of exploitation and robbery. Thus thc boumoisic drew
white labor into its net, incitcd fratricidal warfarc between
white and black workers and laid the foundations for the continucd
misery and exploitation of the proletarian masscs: white and black;
North, South, East and West.

15. The political apcx of the structure of bourgeois rulc was
the TNcpublican Party; the Party of Lincoln, the northern bourg-
eolsiec with its southern comprador underlings, and thc northern
abelitionidsémocracy. The Negro masses followed the northern
bourgeois liberals and the petty-bourgeois Negro politicians into
the Republican Party where they remained until the New Deal revolt
of 1932.

16. It is not difficult to undetstand how and why #%he newly
emancipated Negroes turned to the Republicans. This was the way
it looked to the ex-slaves. They were not acquainted with the
intricacics and ramifications of the slavery and the slave trade
and the participation of the North in this trads. Neither could
they have understood tr<t the Republican Party was first of all
the political instrument of the Northern finance-industrial bour-
gcoisie and that this class was primarily intercsted in control
and domination of the national resources and thc national market,.
This was illustrated for instance, in thc infamous Compromise of
1876, in its sttitude toward the Homestead Acts and the conniving
at the grabbing of the public dorain by the railroads and their
raiding of the national and state trcasuries.

17. The perfidious treatment of the Negro was also occassioned
by the desire of the northern bourgecoisie to placate thc southern
leadership, establish the ex-slave barons as an appendare of north-

ern capitalism to the end that thc eouthcrn market and natural re-

sources would be svailable to northern entcrprise and investment.
In the volitical sphere the Republican Party became the ,adminie-
trative and manacerial agency &f the bourgeoisie for effecting
this transformation.

THE FREEDMEN AND THr LABOR MOVEWENT

18. The vicissitud:zs and struegles accompanying slavery had
thrown up a militant group of Negroes who took their places at the
forefront of the fight for Negro rights in the uncctrtain deys fol-
lowine emancipation, Their lcadcrs were of two types: Rcpublican
politicians and office-hold-rs and theambrycnic tradc unioniets,
Douglass and Langston were symbols of the fermer and ¥yers, LCovwne
ing and Martin as wcll as Douglass (who 2t one time was president
and his son secrctary) and Langston did not mean that 211l of these
men had the samc outlook on the questions effccoting the masses of
Negroes. In fact the ¢ifference in attitude of the two groups
resulted in Negrocs being lead to petty-bourescois polities ard into
the web of the Republican Party. This was a triumph for the petty-
bourgeois ideology of the Nspro lecaderehip and the capitlaist
idecology of the northern abolition-democracy.
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19, This conflict betwcen the inchoate economie viewpcint of
the MHegro trzde unicnists and tho conescious political idzas of the
Negro politicians, was carricd over to the relations betwcen the
Cclorcd National Labor Union and the National Labor Union. The NLU
leadecrs were opposed to the Ropublican Party and inclined tower
the Populist oropasends. Such political heterodoxy was anathema
to the Hegro politiciane. = The controversy reached a climax in 1872
when the CONLU passcd a resolution repudiating the NLU.

20. This action was not due alone to diffcrences in politiceal
outlook., It is reascngble to beliecve that if the NLU had not been
go lukewarm on thce matter of the admisrion of Hcsroes and had put
up a fight arainst the anti-Negro forces in the iabor mcvement, the
vicws of a man like Downing micht have prevailed in the CNLU.
Downing had alrcady taken the position that the Republicans should
have been more consistent and harder in dealing with the enemy. He
appealed to Hegro and white labor to work together in the cause of
labor. He also expresscd the opinion once that thc economic prob-
lems which the Negro faced were more fundamental than political
gctivity. ‘ A '

21. The next phase of the Neegro¢s relation to organized labor
was in conncoction with the Kniechts of Labor. The KL was the first
trade union which took sn unequivocal and unambizuous position on
the Negro. They stcod for the complete aseimilation of the Negro
worker into the labor movement. In all abcut 60,000 Negroes became
‘members of the Knights, '

22. The XL however with its all-inclusiveness and rather hazy
notions about contemporary capitalism, the class structure cf
bourgecois society and the prominence of the skilled worker could
not compete successfully with the AFL. The very fact the the XL
decided to includ.: the Hegro and the common white working masses,
only added to its difficulties and was one of the causcs of its
decline and disintegration. The KL leaders did not understand that
in this period the skillecd artisan was the decisivec section of
labor, that the AFL was seeking control of tho labor market basing
jteclf on tho skilled worker. The AFL was noti only opoosed to
takinz in Negrces but was indifferent to the plicht of thojunskilled
white worker.

23, Thies was the apostasy of the labor.movement: its indif-
fercnce to 4nd misundcrstanding of the question of the Negro as a
proletarian gquestion that could not be handled by labor after the
patt-rn of the bourgeoisie., The failure of the white workcrs to
realize the meaning of what Mar® was talking about when he said
that labor in a white skin could never be frce so long a s labor
in a black skin was cnslaved, was the great tragedy of the Civil
War and post-Civil War days. The fact that whitc labor left the
frecdmcn unorotected from the desisns of the industrial bougeois
political dictators was a guarantec for the spoliation of the Negro
pcople that was to proceed unohecked for decadcs after emancipaticn.
24, The abolition-dcmocracy which assayed the role of dcfender
of the Neero, was a part of the northern bourgcoisie and in full
jdecospgzical support of capitalism, It is probablc that a large
part of thc supvort of the main eccnomic ideas of the new capital-
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ist cnterprisers and financicrs. They were the propagzanda shock
troops of the anti-slavcry North. In addition tc their support

of capitaliem thcy were firm belicvers in the rights of man and

human cquality. They were themselves and the foreparents of the
philanthropists who cstablighed schoold, churchcs and missions 91l
over the Wouth for the Negro. On the matter of northecrn philanthropy,
8pero and Harris have the following to eay in "The Black Worker:*

v ..White northern philanthropy by accepting the southern doctrine

of racial scparation became a powerful instrument for fortifying
'white supromacy' and 'keeping the Negro in his place. '

. 95, The consequence of all these untoward events was %o place
the Nezro on the fringes of industry and his treatment as a pariah
for seven decades after ¢ .ancipation. This meant that Negrocc were
ieft to fend for themselves and to protect themselves against a
young, vigorous =nd prcdatory bourgeoisie bent on enriching itself
by the short route possible. Thus for 70 years thco Negro was de-
based by a bourgeois—dzmocratic covernment goparatus and locked

out by an organized labor movement eripped by the most stupid volicy
of olass cclliabor .ation yet secn in the New World.

26. This was the lot of a group which had been in bondaze for
250 yesrs, which had produced courafeous, daring and militeant jour-
nalists and insurrcctionists, which had foucht heroicelly. in morthern
armics and cxvoeed itself to the most inhuman retaliation from slave
owncrs; they were refused a place among labor, whcih was richtfully
theirs. The Neerocs were denied the riszht - wheih they had earned -
%o contribute their loyalty, faith, couraze and their numbe Ts for

the fufther enrichment of the sreat heritage of the world labor

movenent. .

27/ 1o the face of this situation the Negro masscs were well .
nizh helplcss. Unorganized, untutored and misled, socially degraded,
sold over the political bargain counter and industrially cstracized.
He was safcly ddivered to thc leading political organ of the bour-
ceoisic and locked out by a labor movement that could and should
have taken the lead in fighting for his freedoa. It should be
cmphasized that Negroes were ready and willinz to enter the labor
movement. They proved this by the thousands who joincd the Knizhte
of lavor, by their continuous gestures at forming all Negro unions,
by their suppert cf the IWW and finally by their rush into the CIO
when it came on the scene. . ‘

98, After the dcbacle and betrayal c¢f the Reconstruction
Period the Frecdman found himself pushed into a d-finitely inferior
~social position, He had passed from chattel slavery throuch a brief
" period of political exaltation to the status of an oporesssd race
with a civil and social status comparable to that of the Jews in
Czarist Russia or in fascist Germany today.

~ 29. The short-lived block between theplund:ring northern
bourgaoisie and the Negrc was broken and the Ncagrocs were cas?t
asunder. This bourgcoisic, keeping its eye on the rat profits to
accrue from industrial exploration of the South turned the Nesroes
over to southern rapinc. The Negro was a freod slave; he was
branded with thie mark, stirmatized and preparcd for super cxploit-
ation and robbery. This was casy becausc the color of his skin
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told the story.

30. The Nozrocs of coursc did nct underetand these thines.
When he saw thzt his own class did not wsnt him he turned to the
class enemy aad the real culprit in the diamz; the northern
bourgeoisic. Willine as always to sow sceds of discord in the
working class, rorthern capitaliets iride +h3 Sest of the Necro's
importunity - which thc capitelists themsclvee had engineered.
They posed as friends of the Negro tuilding schoois and churches
and establishing funds and foundations for Negro welfare.
‘BookeT Washingtcn said that in slavery the black worker -looked
to his master for gsrotection arainst the poor wnite. Af{er eman-
cipation he looked to his employer for protection azainst the

hostile white worker.

<+
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Today, even in the midst of the war, which its defenders say is a war
against fascism and for democracy, the Negro is confronted with the denial
of democratic rights, the persistence of his inferior status and the necess~-
ity for struggle for social, political and cconomic equality. The Negro
people are still faced with the problem of biinginz themselves up to the
" level of the white workers. This has served to bring home to the Negro not
only the necessity for examining the meaning of bourgeoisie democracy in the
United States but the valldity of the claim that he should support the war.

-

This struggle for democratic rights is not a struggle against the back-
ward sectionaldsm of the South nor the rampant anti-Negro attitudes ef that
section but a consistent struggle against a national policy of Jim-Crowe. It
would be a serious political error for the Party or the legroes to fall prey
to the illusion that this is even mainly a problem of the South, While thera
are important and significant differences between the Worth £ 4 the South,
the differentiation is not basic. What is significant is thal in both sec-
tions, in the country at large the Negro is looked upon as inferior and given
a status of second class citizen,

It is this group disability which constitutes the Negro an oppressed
‘race: this denial of social, political and emmomic equality. The crudest
manifestations of Negro oppression: terroristic practices, Negro baiting,
mob lawy and lynching are but the continuation by other means of the non-vio-
lent jim~crow policy of the national bourgeoisie and the fcderal govermment.

Tho Party. rust participate in this: struggle for demeccratic rights in
e practical way. This means for the Party and its members to support and
work in @ll movamants shat havo for Lherv prupdce -tba aglevation of the
Wegra te sne same level as other racial minorities in the comntsyup to the
sam¢ level which has been attained by the white proletariat.

This struggle rust not be placed in the same category as the general
struggles of the working class for democratic rights. This would be a false
approach that could only be taken by those totally ignorant of the dual
disability of the American Negro. Neither should the Party or the Yezroes
be guided by the reformist dictum that the only struggle zgainst jim*erow is
a direct struggle for socialism. The WP rejects this social-democratic and
reformist cringing before the bourgeois conspirators and the misgricded
white proletarian purveyors of hate and class disunity. For the Negro now,
the first stsge -in the struggle for socialism lies throuzh the strugzle for
democratic rightsy the strugzgle to brlng himself soc1a11y to the stage
the tvhite worker has reached.

The WP does not consider the struggle for democratic righte< an end
in itself. The Party does not look upon Negro or mixed organizations formed
for leading this strugzle as ends in themsalves, to be permanently maine-
tained and useful in all situations and in all circumstances. While the
Party %e positive and sincere in its demonds for Negro equality, oreing
the Negro to carry on the fight ceaselessly and relentlessly, the Party has
its own correct Marxian outlook and aims: the consolidation of the whole
proletariat, irrespective of race, collr or notionality.,

The main strategy of the WP in the strugsle for democratic rights and
in the Negro organization *s to promote class conflict between the potty
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bourgcois (and bourgcois) Negroes and the Negro prolebarian masses. We
scek to win the Negro toilers to the class struggle, class consciousness,
the struggle for socialism and the Vorkers Party. In the concrete cir-
_cumstances the ordeal of agitation for democratic rights and the economic
strugedo of the Negro proletarians in the trades unions, is provided the
best moans for bringing the Negro workers into class struggle and class
consciousness. The Party will have as its aim, therefore, the transformatio-n
of this struggle into the struggle for complete workers democracy .
3y In view of these considerations the WP will approach Negroes and the

 Negro organizations with an appeal directed primerily to the proletarianse.
Our aim is to break the wage~earners away from the stultifying, defeatist

* class collaborationist Negro leadership. This is the first step in creating
a class rupture between the proletarian Negroes and the Negro leader cligques
servitors of the white bourgeoisie. ‘

39 Also it is necessary to break the Negro masses away from their leadere

ship as a prerequisite to breaking them awday from the bourgeois~parties.

~ This leadership holds the Negro in the camp of bourgeois politics today Jjust
as did the Negro politicians and office holders in the Reconstruction Period:
and with far less justification. It is necessary to effect this break if

" the Negro workers are to be won to support of the labor party. While the
tendency of the Negroes in the union will be toward joining hands with the I
white workers for independent political action, such action will be greate
1y retarded if the Negroes remiin under the influence of their present leéd-
ership, black and white. ‘ ’

vy The masses of the Negroes today are triply deluded. They are beguiled

by white politicians, traduced by the industrial overllrds and misled by
the Negro leaders; lieutenants of the politico~economic general staff of the
bourgeoisie. Herein lies the danger of ureritical support of organizations,
even the best of them, fighting for democratic rights. Under the present
leadership, white or Negro, the strmggle is and will be carries on entirely
within the framework of bourgeois democracy and capitalism. The program
of this leadership does not include a struggle against capitalism, now Or
in the future. This in itself will throw the proletarian Negroes into con~
flict with their leaders and open the way for the propaganda o f the
Workers Party. It is the task of the Party therefore to steer the Negro
proletarians to the labor movement and toward organic unity &n class struggle
with the vhite proletariat. : ' '

d/ “hile the struggle for socialism and against capitalism ig implicit in

the demand for equality it is at the same time~in a sense—a struggle for irme~
diate demands. This is especially true so far as the thinking of the masses
of Negroes goes. This is demonstrated in the marner in which their demands
are concretized. They make demands for jobs, for promotion to sklled class~
jfications, for eguality of treatment in the military service, against sep-—
arate accomodations and against residential segregation. While even violent
struggles may take place around such issues, the aim of the WP mast be to
lead the struggle for democratic rights out of these narrow confines Just
as the Party aims to do in the wider arena of the ¥hole working class struggle

yﬂx The strategy and tactics of the revolut ionaries must be to liquidate
the ideological influence of the present Negro and white leadership of the
Negro masses and to replace this leadership with a militant leadership at
Jeost moving in the direction of class consciousness. Concretely this could
only be a leadership supplied from the trades unions or the WPe
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The organigzed struggle of the Negroes for their democratic rights
has a long and continuous history. Today as in the past there are a mul-
titude of orgnnizations, comittees, commissions and groups concerned with
this problem. The oldest and most outstending of these organigzations
from the point of longevity and clarity of program and aim is the National
Association for the Advancr:ent of Colored People, The program of the
NAACP calls for the elimination of all the civil disabilities suffered by
Negroes and their assimilation into the democratic sct-up in the United
States. - - ' i

The National League on Urban Conditions Among Negroes took as its
sphere of activity propaganda for the improvement of the Megro!'s industrial
status. ,

\ The NAACP works in the field of civil rights. Its functions through
propaganda, investigation the resort to the courts in cases were the legal
and constitutional rights of Negroes have been violated. ' '

The National League on Urban Conditions among Negroes took as its
sphere of activity, propaganda for the improvement of the Negro's industrial -
status. The main pru pose of this organization is to appeal to industrialists
to recognize Negroes in the selection of workers both skilled and unskilled.
The Urban League also operates in the field of housing and recreation.

' The fight for democratic rights has been carries on also by numerous
other organigations: Negro, vwhite and mixed, such as the Future Outlook
League of Ohio, the vatkious inter-racial committees and commissions, commiss
jons of the various church bodies and the Stalinist controlled organlza-
tions. - ' . .

The dominant element in the NAACP and the Urban League are white:
white petty-bourgeois and bourgeois 1liberals in the NAACP and a predominance
of white so-called liberals from among the less reactionary elements of the
whi e capitalists. ’

The Negro church and the fraternal organizations also concern them-
selves with the question of democratic rights. This is especially true of
the Negro Elks where an equal rights committee is maintained.

All of these organizations today concern themselves primarily with
quest ions roised by the war: that is matters of discriminatioa in the mil-
jtary service and in industry. All of their program and activities are pro-
posals for the solution of the problem within the framework of bourgeois
democracy and capitalist enterprise. Each of these organigation is pre-war
and asks only that the violation of the Negro's constitutional rights be
eliminated and that Negroes be given a chance to prove th&ir “loyalty "
to the country and his fitness to make a place inindustry.

Concrete evidence that the mass of Negroes were not satisfied with
the programs, procedure and 100 per cent pro-war attitude of the Negro and
white lecdership was the out spoken discontent and resentment which mani-
fested itself in the formation of the March On Sjashington Movement, as
well as in other significant events which demonstrated this trend, (The
Lynn Case, Negro conscientious objectors to jim-crow, etce)

The MOW was at first. vigunlized as militant mass movement of protest
against continues jim-crow and discrimination. The leaders of the MOW
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i however, with the exception of Randolph, being from the Negro petty-bourgeois
with jobs to protect and prestige to maintain, soon doflected the movement away
from i{s militan beginnings to a form of Ghandism called by Randolph "constitu-
§ tional disobedience." The leadership announced a pro-war stand and called for
4 #pat ional unity." The militancy of the movement was sapped and today the MOV has
all Put passed from the scene. .

54.The Comrmnist Party, despite its pro-war stand and its complete rcversal of its
former position of militant leader of the strugeles of the Negro, still maintains
appreciable influence among Negroes. This is particularly noticeable in the trade
union movement. Here where the CP has well-organized forces they have been
able to eorral hundreds of Negro proletarians.

55. This is a matter for the WP to give especial attention to in the future. The
Negroes can be won away from the CP and its influence if the Party is able to
accelerate its propaganda activity and expose the CP politically and organiza~
tionally. ) -

56 The outstanding event among Negores over the past 25 years is their entrance
into the factories and the trades unions. TWhereas 25 years ago there were only
about 56,000 Negroes in the unions today there are over 500,000. This has oc-
curred because of the organization of the basic and heavy industries by the
CIO. They have risen in the unions and are increasingly assuming places of

1+ leadership. This has been facilitated by the stand of the CIO in taking the
- position that not only must the Negro be accorded equality of treatment in the
union but that they have received equality of treatment from industry.

57. This activization of hundreds of thousands of Negroes in the labor movement
is changing the whole complexion of the struggle for democratic rights and will
in the future provided a new type of leadership evea for the Negro organizatiocns
involved in this struggle. ' L :

' C. THE ROLE OF THE WORKING CLASS IN THE STRUGGLE FOR DE.OCRATIC RIGETS.

6§8. Throughout history the main current in the struggle for democratic rights
for the oppressed has been the organizations of the toilers. This holds no less
‘today than for the past. Consequently the Negroes in the U.S. must lay their

- case before the trades unions. Not as outsidors secking a united Tront but from
the inside as an tntegral and integrated part of the labor movement. Here the
Negro proletarians will be caught up in the basic struggles of labor, they will
have opportunity to pose the question of democratic rights for the Hegro as a
part of the strugzle for the emancipation of the whole working class. And here
too for the first time Negroes will be consciously a component of active and
organized class struggle.

59, The organized labor movement must join in this struggle 6f the Negro for
democratic rights. This is imperative for the lotor movenert today: this her-
culean task of increasing class solicarity, of brinsing intra-class peace in
the ranks of the prmoletariat. This is a pre-requisitec 52 the formation of

the working class into a movement against the common oppresedr. ‘7ith such a
step the organized labor movement can g0 a long vay toward wiping out the

blot placed on labor's escutchicn by the shabty erd shamoinl treatment labor
has accorded the Negro since emancipation. Furtlhirmove giving hielp and assist-
ance to the Negro can correctly be equated with ¢ne struzzle of the white worker
for the preservation and enlargement of his owa fircedoaa

60. The white worker must take the lead and the offonsive in the struggle
for the Negrot's democratic rights. This does nct rmean that the Negroes sit
back and wait on the white workers., Already thers has been far too tmch in-
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‘differonce on the part of Negrocs in the matter of lecading and pushing white
workers into action in behkalf of the Hegroess If they remain true to the great
tradition:. of the world labor movenent tho wvhite proletarians in the United
States will not hold back and lcave the brunt of ths battle to those lcaest

able to carry the load. The vhile workers arc strongly organized, they have had
ages of experience and they are powerful. On the other hand, no what how great.
their courage and determination, the Negroes are organizaticnally, financially
and nunerically weal: in comparison with the white workers, and woefully and piti-
ably weak in the face of present day capitalism.

61. The Vorkers Party must point out to the whité workers that they have in the
past and still do occupy a preferential position bas2d on the socisl degradation
of the Negro. Over against the Negroes and climbing up on their backs, the

white workers have become a sort of aristocracy of labor in this countrye. A labor
riovement thus divided against itself, shot through with distrust, suspicion and
“hatred can never hope to win its liberation from wage slavery or hold back the
hordes of fascism that may appear one day to deepen the slavery of the whole
American proletariat. ' X -

62. The struggle for democratic rights must become and remain an integral part
of the class struggle in the U.S. Negroes can only attain the strength and con-
fidence necessary to break through the thick walls of jim~crow to the degree

that they are supported by and integrated into the working class and its organiza-
tions. To place the main burden of this fight on the Negroes separated from the

~ white workers, or on Negro organizations, no matter how militant, outside the
labor movement, is only to wish and dream and send the Negroes out to certain de-
feat, - :

63. The Vorkers Party will not be indifferent to the militancy of the Negro in.
his own behalf, neither will it denigrate his heroism. These things will be
accorded their proper place as they deserve. . But on the other hand the Party will
not exalt the socisl, political and economic weakness of the Negro, nor be tlind
to the low economic status of the Negro. This is not the Marxian way nor the
correct way to core to the aid of the Negro masses. '

64, The demand of the WP for social, political and economic equality for Negroes
is not directed primorily at the bourgeoisie. It is not merely a slogan for
attracting Negroes to the Party. The slogan is addressed directly to the white
proletariat: to the white workers in the organized labor roverient. The Party
says to the white workers that the Negroes have alrcady initiated and carried

on the strugzle for their democratic rights ageinst terrific opposition; even
the opoosition of white labor. It is now the duty and the responsibility of
white labor to step out in front, take the lead and throw its full weight into

- the fight. \

D. BLACK CHAUVINISH AND NEGRO WATICNALISN.

65. The TP is not unaware that Negroes have been indoctrinated with ideas of
racial scparation, racial sufficiency and recial autarchy. These dosmas have
paraded under a banner labelled "race consciousness." The most extremc form of
this promulgated bty the advocates of black chauvinism or Negro nationalisme

66. The root evil of black chauvinisn, as of all chauvinism, is disregard of
class lines, class distinctions and class struggle. VWith the Negro today, this
provides a base for the perpetuation of the present Negro leadership, making
more difficult the integrati~n of the Negro proletarians into the labor movement
and thus leaving them the 1. -ate prey of the bourgecisic. The advocacy of
black chauvinism is to say, in effect, that Negroes can win their battlo alone,
that they arc sufficient unto themselves, or at lcast that they shall strive
for such a consumiation in the economic, political and social spheres. 5 v, 6



67¢ We have said that not cven the btruggle for the democratic rights cannot

be divorced or separated frem class struggle. But this is what black chauvinism
proposes to do, The thecory of black chauvinism lumps the N:gro proletarian
masses together with the Negro compradore bourgeoislie and turns the struggle
into a racc struggle under the 1leadership of the Negro bourgeois and petty
bourgecis., Black chauvinism, in practice, provides nc way for the separation
of the Wegro working class from its reformist and reactionary black leadershipe
Black chauvinisn provides no way for the revoclutionary Negzroes to separate theome
"golves from the reactionary lsadership and lead the Negro masses in militant
struggles. The theory of black chauvinism builds an unscalable wall between
the Negro workers and tho whito proletariat and perpetuates the present atomi-
zat ion of the work:lng closs, : . .

68, In 1922, writing against the attitude of thc white workers to the Wegro,
Comrade Trotsky said: 9"The fight against this policy umst be taken up from
different sides, and conducted on different lines. Onc of the most important
branches of this conflict consists in enlightening tho proletarian consciousnees
. by awakening tho folling of human dignity and of revclutionary protest, among

; the black slaves of American crpital, . This work can be carried out by self-

" sacrificing and politically c¢lucated rovolutionary Negroes. Needless to say,
the work is not to be carried on in a spirit of Negro chauvinism -~ but in the
spirit of solidarity of all exploited without consideration of color." (Quoted
from M.S. YCommnien ond the Negro.") .

i 89, While the Vorkers Party rejects all black chauvinist doctrines and concep-
. tions, as incompatible with the principles of class struggle and revolutionary
- Marxiasm, the Party makes it clear that this is not a judgment against the

- rightaous and justifiable anger of the Negro masses against their white oppres-
I sorp, explolters and caluminators. The Party will no more oondemn the Negro

I masses for this attitude than it would condemn the Jews of Czarist Russia or of
fascist Germany for lashing out against their detractors and oppressors. By

. the same token the Party will not condemn white workers who might vent their

£, wrath in the most violent manner against the police, the city Jjail or a particu~- -
larly vicious employer. If the occasion should arise for a depressed group

of white gentile workers to express anger and hatred at Jewish landlords or

i Jewisk capitclist employers with a record of extreme oppression we should

3 certallty nos condemn them as white chauvinigt or anti-Semites. 1In the same

¥ way we 20 not talk of black chauvinism when Negroes ezpress smllar sent iments

F- or behave in a similar manner.

70. The Party understands these manifestations of anger and reprisal among all
the oppressed. The WP will seek to guide this indignation of the exploited

and d ovntrodden of all races and groups imto organized manifestation of class
strugele and orient them into effective class solidarity revolutionary channels.
This is not the program of chauvinism, white or black.

71. It is particularly imperative that this attempt be made in the case of the
Negro in the U.S. because if “he Party camnot guide the Negroes into harmonious
t  rclations with the white wor . ors the result might well be fratricidal blood

- . bath that would defeat theo proletarla.n revolution.

. 72+ In the place of the dissemination of black chauvinist notions it is the
 duty and responsibility of the revolutionary party to win the Negro aui white
workers to an appreciation of proletarian dignity, honor and moralitys. It is
the further duty of revolutionaries to set their facos grimly against every
manifestation of injustice perpetrated against any scction of the working class,
no mtter from whatever source the offense may come. Thercfore while we tenper
our judgment of Negroes when they etrike out blindly against white workers, we
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~ will not glorify such acts. We soek to understand them, to explain them to the

vhite workers and seek their aid in removing the causes behind such outburstse.

We must do this even though our act brings the Party into conflict with the
opinions’ of the White and Negro workers. To act otherwise would noke nockery

of our proletarian revolutionary principles and be a blow against the proletarian
revolut ion.

73. In contradistinction to black chauvinist notions the WP will support and

in its own vy attempt to encourage Negroes to respect in life those aspects of
their pnst which are significant for progress as well as emulat ion of the Negro
martyra whe gave their sweat, blood and their lives for Negro liberation. e

gce these struggles, and so say to Negroes, as one more segnent of the ages long
strugelc of the oppressed ageinst the oppressors. This is particularly rclevant

in the case of the black leaders of the siave rebellions;. those militant Negroes
who through their experience had assimil «ted the lessoa, albzit in a primitive
#ey, thzt slovery nor any other form of cporession by a mast «lass could be elimi-
nated by peaceful mezns. .In this very crude way these Kagru slaves had absorbed

the simple mesning of the class struggle, .

74, 1% is necessary for the WP to emp wvsise to Negroeco es\pef:ially, that the real
sontisusrs of the work of the pre—emenei@ition mulitents were the Negxoes of
Reconstruction who atéempted trade unioa organizatinue These men were a hundred
times wore correct th8n were ibe WNegro politicians and office holders pf the
¢y, 7ho made the ¢ veed slaves . eppendage of the Republican Party. The Negroes
wue stand today in the line of su:cession are the militant Megroes of thz labor
morement and the Mogrees of the revolutionary political movemcnt » ~ These are

the r2al and rightful inheritors of the tradition of Attucky, and Gebriel and

" Prugman.

L t-)

| HE NEGRO AS FOTENTIAL EEVOLUTICHARY FORCE.

75, The Torkers Party is fully aware that the Negro in the U.S. if a force
of definite revolutionary potentiality. This political appraisal £iws from
the proietssian and sermi-proletarian character of the Negro racs, his role and
place in capitalist society, his continuous expression of reseutmcnt egainst
his opopression and his tendency to enter into alliance with the other workers
and sink his racial identity in the general struggies of the proletariat. - It
rust be stressed over and over to the ilegroes that the full value of his potenti-
nlities can only be realized in comnection with the sruggles of the white workerss
with the blackt and white proletariaus fused in the heat of the cluss strugglo.

1
76. With these conceptions in mind the WP girds itself for winnirg the Negro
proletarions nway from the influerce of the bourgeoisie, to the T and to Marxism.
murouzh the struggle for Jemocratic rights, througu the struggie in unions Tfor -
econcmiz jush.ce ve wilk strive te at tract the weignt of the Negro rasses to
socialism und to enthusiastic ¢uwport of the Workesu States ;

O SELF-DETERMINAT ION.

77. Despite all the efforts of the WP, the Hegroes in the U.S. might conceiv-
ably express the demand for separat ion and the establiskment of their owm
nation. This demand is implicit in the theory of blaclz chauvinism. We belicve
on what we hold to be sound grounds that such a demand is uwnlikely. Considering
the whole history of thc Negroes objectively: his constant agitation to becore
integrated into the social, political ond cconomic 1ife of the nationj there is
no cogent rcason to belicve :’uwt the masses of Negroes would want to risk exist-
ence in any society less de ratic than the proletarian state. It is extromely
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unlikely that the oppressed Negroes, after observing tho struggles of the worlzin.
tlass for freedon and after being participants in that struggle, would choose

to seporate thenselves from those who had fought and died for social, ecoaomic
and political equality for the Negroes.

78¢ All the manifest tendencies of Negroes today, especially the proletarians,

are in the other direction. As the regular Negro proletarians and the new Negro
wage-earners eater the factories and toke their places in the trade urion strug-
gles they reveal a marked tendency awsy from separation and all ideas of racial

separatisn. It would be strange indeed, and the Negro would be a strange pheno-
nenon if this were not sos It is the bounden duty of the WP to further this

devellprment to complete integration and assimilation,

.. 79, However, if despite our efforts the Negroes should demand political independ-
ence, the WP guided by the Bolshevik position on self-dctermination, would ap-
prove such a coursej provided however that such a course did not violate wider
principles of workers democracy and provided also that such a demand was not

wede under conditions that would jecpadize the existence of the Workers State,

¢t and throw the Negroes themselves, defenseless into the ¢ .atches of counter-

. revolutionary irperialist forces.

t 80 They theory ead politics of self--determination z;.pply primarily and

¢ specifically to nations and groups with-well-defined national characteristics.

- Aoy scientific critsrion for the concept nation' rmust be'able to show that the

. pesple to vhon the term is applied have a common langunge and a separate-terri-

i tory. They rmist be voluntarily bound to this territory and have developed a

i body of dtstmgmshab ic mores and traditions. This is to say that there must

. b2 scmething that can be called a separate culture. This is not the casc with
the Negro in the U.S. :

i 81, Vhotever position the WP might teke in the futurc when a concrete dermand

for self~determination arose, we are not now and will not be advocates of

t  self-deternination. To be an advocate of self-determination is to become an i

b advocate of a subtle but vicious vorm of Jjim-crow and seg:egabion. In cssence t

- it is = xecrudesence of the colonization plans of Civil Var dayse. ’

SV TSP S SR THRPIRMIRTAS ST CMer S

E 82, We are and remain advocates of the unity of the working classy the

, fellowship of all the proletarians in the class struggle, the gathering together
of all the working class struggle, the gathering together of all the working
class for the coming assault on capitalism and the establishment of the Vorkers
State. This is our aim and the Party resolves to hold steadfast and win the
Negroes to our side.
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THE NEGRO IS A RACIAL MINORITY

83. The thecory that the Neero in the Unitcd States is a
naticn was first promulgated in this country by thc CP aftcr
the mcetine of the 8%talinized 6th Con~rees. (A fow Neero chare
latans had becen talking for years zbout Ethiopiz stretching out
her hand somc day in the futurc.) It was at this CcnoTces that
the Stalinists dcvised their fantastic gloren cf sclf-detcrmination
in the Black Belt. In order to wive fcundation to this opportunist
jim—crow scheme the Comintcrn dcclarcd the Negre a nation within
the framcwork of a definiticn or "n-tion" which had been siven
by Stalin . Stalin said that "a nation is an historically dev-
eloped lgsting identity of lanruage territory, cconnmic life,
gud psvchology menifestine jtsclf in identity of culture." The
Awcrican Stalinists had creat difficulty in meking this fit the
Yeesro in the U.S. but their thecoreticians finally emerred with
_the following gem. . / ‘ ' .

. 84. ¥t was durine this pericd (1€77-1917, DC) that the

Black Belt tock on all the characteristics of a nation. A common
larguage, territory, culture, traditicns had atready been aohieved.
Thege continued: the territory oi the Black EFelt remzined a
territory of Negre majority, despite the migrations to the North,
Thete now develuped a common economic life; the .ioup developed
market relaticns gnd class differentiation amorg itself. It now
becgme poseible for a Nerro, toc hire a Nezro, firc a Negro, buy
froma Neegro, scll to a Neero." ’ ’

v 85. The only desisnation for thc Negro in the U.S. that even
gpproachcs anythinzy that can be ;mlled scientific accuracy is to
gay that he is a racial minority or population. There =re other

racial minorities and populations: @.#. The  Jews. The Nerro 18
the largcst of these racial minorities 2nd the most oppressed and
exploited. _

THZ STRUGGLE FGR PROLETARIAN UNITY

g86. The big tnsk beforc the WP is to seize on the opp~

ortunities prescnted by the plirht of the Negre and his willine-
negs to strurcle against his condition, 28 a platform for rev-
olutionary proparsnda. Negroes must be recruited to the Party.
They must be preparcd inside the pParty for political and organ-~
jzational leadership. Not just for lcadership among Negroes,
‘althourh this ie of the sreatest urgency, but for Party leader-
ghipy and for le~dershi~ in the proletarian organizations.  The
Poriy mizt disavow evel . manifestation, within its ranks or out,
which in =ny detree whatsoever tends to relceate Negroes a sep-
arate status or function as a race. Properly motivated =~nd oro-
anized as a component of the politics of class strucgle and rev-
olution the Party will be saved from mistakes in this activity.

g7, The WP as a Marxist Party is interested a2t all times in
the politicel and orzanizational cenquest of the masees. The
prinociples of Marxism are guitable no leses for the Nearo than for
the white proletarians, The Party stands on the thrcshold of
great opportunities tecday. S0 f-r =g thc Negroes 3T concerncd
these oppertunitics are unp=aralleled in thc history of the country.
Negro membership in the labor movement hag passcd the half million
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mark, Negroes =2re more unicn conscious than c wer before, Even the
petty-bcurgeois Negro oresanizaticns now support the laber movement.
This includes the Urb-on Loasue which durin~ the Great Stecel Strike

of 1919 played the relce c¢f sc~b herder for Ul.S. Steel Corporaticn.

88. The white werkore shew a rrest tolerance and meorc cvidence
of class solidarity than ever before. The whole industri~l union move-
ment provides a support for thc economic advancement of The Negsro than
he has cver experienced in thc United St~tes.

- 89, The decline of capitalist sociecty culminating in the Second
‘World Imperialist War, during which Necrocs s£ill find themselves
subjected to the srossest social and economic indiwnitics offcrs
opoortunitics to the P that facilitates pclitical proparanda amonz
Nerroes. Capitalist decline with its prolonsed crisis, distocations
'4n industry and asriculture has been particularly scvere on the Negro
worker, The war has brourht disillusionment and opposition from
lexions of Negrces. Here tco is the cppcrtunity to drive = wedge
between the black proletar.ans and the petty-bourgecis black social-
patricts. ' : o

20, The WP takes untc itself the responsiblity fcr joining with
all r~s2 forres genuinely striving for proletarisn ity and intra-
clasn peace in the U.S, Begide the white heroes cl tle abor move-
ment we prace the black martyrs. It is fcr us; the revclutionaries
tc lead the way: to make the white werker snd the blwck werker sce
“and understand that the time has now come for the strueslc tc be
- Joinoed,

. ©1. Unity cf the black and white prcletarians is a prerequisite
fer »roietarian victery in the U.S. The whole suverstructure of
econoric and politic-l activity must be built cn this fcundation,
any other fcundaticn is a base of sand, any cther proparanda is a
hcllow promise and a clankine cymbal, Withcut this ccnjuncture
cf forccs capit-lism may well prove tc be =n irreducible fortress;
helding on until the advent of fascism. This is espcoinlly true of
b 1he south; a place of the tensest hatreds and cpen scrcs. This
secticn zculd beccme a shambles ¢f inter-racial strife; the Neegrocs
seekinge revence and the white prcletarians coine cver tc the rotten

scuthern bcurscoisie in dclf-defense.

93. The Nerro militants have the cop-ortunity not cnly to lead
the black prcletarians intc class strueczle tut they can be a ferce
for inspirine the mcst enlightened white werkers tc greater militancy
and fortitude.

93. The Party must st-nd preparcd and ready always tc take its
proper place in the line - £ fire when the Negrces are under attack
and when sny cof the cpprcrs ed are under fire. We dircet our appeal
especially tc oreanized labor; they arc cur allies. We must be alert
and re=dy to move against every racizl and class barricr and cbsiruc-
tion. We muet win cver thc whitc =nd ble=ck wcrkers, arm them with
cur preeram and principlcs and inspire them tc march arm in arm
erFainst thc commo n fce, :
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94, The Third Natienal Convintion of the Workers Party resolves
to carry on political work amcng Negroes in the epirit cf this .
resolution and groundcd in the principles hercin set forth. The
conventicn instructs thc incomine Fationzl Committee to’ prosecute
thie poiitical =and organizaticnal activity with all vigor consonant
with the rescurces of the Party =and in Larmeny with the linc of
poiizy set fcrth in this resclution.

David Ccclidre
1/8/44
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