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their Republican Party is preparing for a determined attempt
to secure a majority of Congress in the Fall election of 1946. -

This stubborn opposition to the Crimean program is made
up of fascist-minded big business men, union busters, Negro
haters, anti-Semites, Soviet baiters, native fascists and the like.
The opposition is typified by such names as those of Hoover,
Taft, Vandenberg, Dewcy, Wheeler, Rankin, Dies, Hearst,
McCormick, etc. As against the progressive Roosevelt pro-
Crimea policies of international collaboration, the reactionary
opposition stands for a program of militant American impc-
rialist expansion. Seeing the United States’ great economic,

- political and military strength, they would exploit that
strength by trying to develop American domination over the
war-torn world. Such imperialist ambitions are evident in all
the struggle of the reactionary opposition, in their pro-Hitler
sympathies, in their attempts to set up a weak post-war world
organization which would give the reactionaries of the United
States a free hand for imperialist maneuvers, in their efforts
to distort the Bretton Woods proposals so as to permit of
American imperialist world financial dictation.

This imperialist program could only lead to cconomic dis-
aster, nationally and internationally. It would ruin. the
American people’s needful 60,000,000 job program; it would
threaten the existence of the labor movement, it would raise
a real danger of fascism in the United States; it would start
the world towards a new and still more devastating war.
Hence, this reactionary opposition, which has great wealth
and a huge press behind it, must be finally defeated. The
crushing of Hitler Germany is a mighty blow against Amer-

- ica’s reactionaries; the defeat of Dewey in the elections was
also a great setback for them. But they must be whipped alto-
gether—in the present fight around Dumbarton Oaks and
Bretton Woods, in the 1946 election, and whenever and wher-
cver they may raise their heads. The defeat of the powerlul
reactionary opposition in this country is a fundamental con-
dition for the realization of the great program outlined at the
Crimean Conference. Organized labor, by alert and aggressive






tended and intensified. It will be a long step towards full trade
union unity, and it is a fundamental necessity [or strengthen-
ing the democratic coalition supporting the Roosevelt policies.

b. Another vital phase of buttressing national unity is for
the trade unions to establish the closest cooperation with the
Negro people. Important progress has been made in this re-
spect, especially by the C.I.O., some 800,000 Negroes now
being members of trade unions. But very much more remains
to be done. Anti-Negro discrimination must be broken down
in A. F. of L. unions, Negroes must be frecly clected to trade
union posts, seniority concessions must be made to them in
order to protect their newly-won position in industry. The
trade unions should become the ardent champions of the eco-
nomic, political and social rights ol the Negro people in every
walk of life. '

c. Close cooperation between organized labor and the ex-
servicemen's organizations is also a [undamental necessity for
full American support to the Crimean decisions. If the labor
unions and the veterans’ organizations work shoulder-to-
shoulder from now on into the post-war period, democracy
will be safe in the United States and America’s role in the
world will be a progressive one. But if the reactionaries should
be able to drive a wedge between labor and the veterans, as
they are now. trying desperately to do, it would result in a
perilous situation. Labor should, therefore maintain firm con-
tact with the men and women in the armed [orces now, and,
when they come back to civilian life, sec to it that they have
jobs and full protection for their rights. Worker-veteran
cooperation will be the most basic necessity ol our political
life during the post-war period.

d. A further vital essential for strengthening national unity
is a much closer cooperation between the organized workers
and the people in the agricultural areas. In the recent Presi-
dential elections, when reaction made a determined effort to
capture Congress and the Presidency, a large proportion of
the votes for Mr. Dewey and his colleagues came from the
agrarian states and from the rural sections of the industrial
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women, ex-servicemen and other newcomers in industry. The
unions also will have to assume added responsibility for con-
tinuous production and for the improvement of industrial
processes. -

This will necessitate new relationships with the employers,
especially with regard to reducing the number of strikes so far
as practicable. In establishing such cooperative relations with
employers, however, the trade unions must not fall into the
crrors of the 1g920's when they became reduced to hardly
more than speed-up agencies for profit-hungry employers. The
unions must constantly keep before their eyes the need of the
most rapid improvement of the workers’ conditions in the
history of our country and be alert, strong and aggressive
in its realization. Such an improvement is necessary.
not only in the interest of the workers, but of the entire
nation’s prosperity. For only if the purchasing power of the
masses is raised can the industries be kept in operation.

To meet this new and heavy obligation regarding produc-
tion, the trade unions must acquire a much stronger voice in
industry than herctofore. The “labor-management” commit-
tecs established during this war are only a step in this direction
that labor must travel in winning a voice in industrial man.
agement. The unions must also be especially vigilant to secure
adequate and responsible representation in all Government
bodics relating in any way to the management or control or
expansion of production.

Besides these new responsibilities in industry, organized
labor also must take on new and great responsibilities in Gov-
ernment. Only if labor is fully represented in the local, state
and national governments can the unjons adequately discharge
the tasks placed upon them by virtue of their own strength
and the tremendous problems facing our country and the
world. An end must be put to the present situation where the
workers, who make up such a large percentage of our popula-
tion, are virtually without political representation in the
various legislative assemblies and other governmental bodies.

Organized labor must insist, then, upon [ull political recog-
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Lewis was threatening to tie up the war industries of the
country by a national coal strike.

The Executive Council has also formally endorsed the
Roosevelt 60,000,000 job plan, but actually the speeches of
Woll, Meany and other leaders of the reactionary bloc sound
more like those of the heads of the N.A.M., what with their
cternal complaints against Government “regimentation,” their
solt-pedalling of the necessity for Government works to sup-
plement private industry in the post-war, etc. All of which
amounts to serious obstruction of the Administration’s vital
program of post-war economic reconstruction.

On the burning question of Negro rights, which is so essen-
tial to national unity, the Executive Council has indecd a
sorry record. It is a disgrace to the labor movement that a
number of A. F. of L. unions discriminate against Negro
workers, and also the way the Council refuses to disciplinc
such organizaitons. One of the greatest achievements of the
C.1.0., which the Executive Council would do well to pattern
after, is the splendid way it is breaking down Jim Crow prac-
- tices in the labor movement, in industry, and throughout our
social life. ;

Another grave shortcoming of the Executive Council is in
the matter of working class political action, which is so vital
to the whole aspirations of our people. The political bank-
ruptcy of the Council was exhibited graphically during the
recent Presidential elections, when that body (doing exactly
what the Dewey [orces wished), refused to endorse Rooscvelt
for President and also supported many of the worst reaction-
aries as candidates for Congress, including Fish, Maas, Dana-
her, Day, Nye, Davis, etc. Fortunately, however, the rank and
file and the lower officialdom of the A. F. of L. rebelled against
this outrageous policy. At least three-fourths of the State fed-
crations and city councils, as well as many international
unions, disregarding the Executive Council, openly endorsed
Roosevelt and condemned the Council’s list of rcactionary
Congressional candidates. This firm stand of the A. F. of L.
membership was a big, if not decisive, factor in preventing
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Executive Council itself. It is a disgrace, as well as a grave
injury to the whole labor movement to have such men as
Matthew Woll and W. L. Hutcheson elected {rom year to
vear to the Executive Council. And to make it worse, they are
elected unanimously.

A strong democratic wind is now blowing throughout the
world’s labor movement. This was especially manifest at the
London trade union conference, where, with 60,000.000 organ-
ized workers behind them, the delegates brushed aside those
dry-as-dust, conservative and reactionary labor bureaucrats who
tried to prevent the crystalization of this great world move-
ment. The A. F. of L. leadership in our country will not
escape the effects of this new progressive labor spirit. For the
A. F. of L. members, like their brothers and. sisters in the
C.LO,, are [ull of the new progressivism. Nor will it be long
before their strong democratic trend will register itself in
drastic improvements in A. F. of L. upper circles. The grave
problems confronting our nation and the world imperatively
demand a better, more progressive, more democratic leader-
ship in the A. F. of L. Executive Council. To bring this about
is one of the major tasks of the whole labor movement. The
present A. F. of L. lcaders, Earl Browder recently characterized
as “senile and bankrupt.” There is no place for policies and
leadership ol the Woll stripe in the great A. F. of L., with its
7,000,000 members. :

Forward to Victory, Peace, Democracy and Prosperity

The peoples of the world now confront the greatest oppor-
tunity in all their long and stormy struggle o wipe out
tyranny, to establish permanent peace, to strengthen democracy

and to lay the basis for mass prosperity. These great goals must
~ be achieved; as the alternative to them would be chaos and
another world bloodbath.

In the fight for a new and better world,-the United States,
with its huge wealth and great industries, must play a decisive
role. Along with its major allies, the U.S.S.R., Great Britain,
China and France, as well as the rest of the United Nations,
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