
Karch 2, 1951 

Dear J: 

We must nol"t tie up the intelligentsia anc1 labor bureaucracy 
":1 th plan. ThU.a :!tar we have not done so concretely enough. - We 
aP,okn- or the plan _as the enemy 1 but we did- not eplft ·thO categOry· 
of' planners into a strict ·:relation to the spec1f'1c· e~och·-f0r."_"Ih1 
they ple~nned.. Also we ~-peke or thf!' ls.bor bu.res.ucz:acy as·- the ""-"'"'''' 
nature· a.s _StaJ.1·n1!2m, both resul ti'ng f'rom tho stage: o:r state 
1Eim,- but .no 1ntornl'.l_ conncoti.on :rlowed :room all this. Not·· 
truly concrete· -sense~ jl.o I W·i-1.11 n01-: to split up thS:t ... n~~:;~~·~:rl[~ 
planners, and- Ben '\':hether we can._ get closer to_ the 1 

With the enil, o:r classical poli t1 cal economy '"' have. 
flY.st plnnn_e-r api,leari.ng in_ 51.e~on01- ..._tlo tries to atop .thee,c·,~~~~:~:i 
o:r industry, c outd1a"tanclng v. Thus 5'!"' the doubts or ll 
clo.s81c1sm get ambodi.ed 1n a bourgeois .repros ve. 
gvqw l:i th. the "uncollaci a u.s u developm_en t ot~ cap1.'""'~L·~~:~;1o.~~c·~t~~"·~~~~·· .. 
and petty bourgeo1.e eoc1al1sm appea.rs, :f1.2>s.t 1n ~ 
bank a.1d .nrop;r.e.m. and. then_ La.ae.lle td. th his deinllm•li _:t 
rcoopera.tit"e -!J!',dt!(!.:t;1.on ROC!i.P.t1.P.S- ii The 01J!)Oai te of 
t1ons i.a thus clearly ae~n 1n their progrEm f'or in trut.h 
to bt": a _bettP.~-courgeo1a thal1 the bourgeo1 eie l.tael1.' one. 
"abolishing" mon~y--· but all b"Z"apped up .in the. retisldsm,.:ot" ;·, ;~~~=~-f:• 
ties, the other y "extend1ng 11 cooperation and all 't'ira.pped ·, 
ret1shism of the atate as some ecrt or classless arb1ter. Pi,otlillbo.~ 
is the lRst ot' the rep:r•f!e:tentativ:es or the epoch of' compt"'!t1 
capitalism; Laaea~e the nntic1pator 411' monopoly capitalism 
really v.ht'!t his coopel_'"at1V~J_1"orm or _l.abor is), or. mere prec1.sely_-,_' 
yet, the atat11'1catlon o:r 1nduc_'try snd or li.f'e. Both a_re reJected_-.. 
by_ ·the 1'urther ticvelopment cf' cap1.tal1am, anp. 'W1 th the-· trans:forma-· 
t1on of oompeti ti ve- into monopoly oapi tali. em, the briurgc-o1s1e __ ., _ 
itselr become the p1anne~e and the results of their plann1nB ~e: 
trusts, ~nterno. t1orull cartels, 1mper1aJ.1.em. · 

The nA'W p6t"tY bo"-lrg·e-ofsic--thi·a strf.ita--l-ms ialao~ "b'oen­
tranGf'ormod. into 1. te oppoa1. te, from the la1sser t'nit•e small-. e ~r<>C·eryj 
man into the adm1n1etrnt1ve clerk ot'- the trLlsts--beg1na to 
a ean~r ~~olicyk. But thesA nre much~ dangerous than 
Proudhons and Laasall&e ror the very development or·oapi 
engulf's them. they do not even know the "voce.bulary" o:r. 'tho 
r1at, end thn lnttcr aoes not·listen to them at all. The 
danger 11~• w1th1~ ec1enti~1c socialism., Riltcrliing the orthodox 
I menn_t not Berneto1n the rev1s~:on1st. Hilt'erdillB sees 
etsge a! ccp1tal1sm in its financial razzle-dazcle Rppear·an,oo 
becomae enamorerl. or itA c.o.pcu:ity to uun1ty" , i sl:.l'l.aJ,;; 
and f'1nonoial 1nteresta, _than concretl"!ly a\-o"Sre of the greater 
oontrs.dict1ons A.nd antgP-oniem~ o1' tho ntnr monopoly staue or 
cap1 t•liall'. 
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I ·1.'":1eh to atrftss the seeming orthodoxy of' Hi.~ferdtng. 
No one, ab~clutely no onet not the r1rebrand Rosa, not the strict 
rea11st Len1n, and I dare say not H1lrerding h1mse1f knew that 
what he wau doing o'1 th hie theory ot' :rinance cap1 ta1ism was br1ng 
in the f'irst theory of retrogress1on1sm,·. not "Ghaory :for a.s theory 
1. t would have be~m r.ecogni zed, but the f'1rst good strong cap1 ta11st-: 
wh1t':f' or rctrog.ress10n1em. Even with_over four dacadee as a·:: · 
hindsight p1atform, and J11uch, hard thlnld.ng on the subject I hav.e 
r1ret_ no·w·- l~esl1zed whnt it was tha~tf11fer1nd1ng. wes see1nr: _and 
ana1yzing (and it took Bukharin 1 a theory of the transition period 
to bring·i t home to me) >ms Atab1U tyo:r oapJ:ta11sm. Watch the , 
orthodoxy though: He 1s proposing ~o rev1e1on1sm; autoMatic 'ra1l 
o:r aapita1iem ia. still expec.ted; and inev1 tabiU ty at: socialism 
:tn n meche.n1st1<> sort o:f way is also. held to t:i.ghtly, Jl!ll but 
rather_ tr~~ seeing monopoly as transition into opposite or prev1oue 
stage, monopoly is treated more like simple large-sca1e product1ori•­
Ths.t· 1e-th~ k:~v- Fo,.. 1.1' ·it is not a transition into _opposite of .. - . 
the fundan'leilt&l a.'tti'ibute o:r cap!tnl!cm, then ·ce.p1tal1~:=m 1 s-­
orgsn1 zstlon, .centra11 za:t1on ~ mo~opol1sa't1_on appearance as· the 
"emergence of aoc1a,! control and, whereas 1t is used to ahowt the 
necessity of socialism'*, iD in fact superseded. soc1al1am, or, 
more precisely, retrogresees back to home base: the equ.111br1um 
of cspitel1st production, Vie>dng the ~ol~ development of trusta 
and cartels tlot :rrom ;:-1. thin the :ra:ctory, but :rrom. • society", that 
1 fl the rns.rket, J.tarx• s ~enera~ law of' capi. tFU.1sm acoumulR.ti.on, the_i . 
dP.grAdat1on or the proletariat along with capi te.liet 1 a accumulation; 
has no mnaning :for Hil:f.,rding, an~ neither does !-!arx 1 s l(oellu:).ate .. 
•pr.ivet~ _prod_uot1on ld 'thout control of' private property make any _ 
1.mprint on Hil:ferding. · And o:f o'JureE' J.abor. ·remains a unity, there--~ 
is not any inkling o~ an aristocraoy of 1aLo~ arising out .or the 
monopolisation and degradation and imperialism. You mu.st remember-,_--·: 
-tlmt even "t-:1th the outbreak of'- 'lrtcr; but bet'ore Lenin did hle .. olm .<"c:' 
nnEtlyzlng, he 1ntroduced Bukharin' A "\<forld Economy and Imper1al1em•-t 
e.nd. thn.t said pretty muoh the same thing El s Hil:f'erd1ng. Al]. -__ this ·-"' 
r want to repeat ngnin and again to order_~o eruphap1ze-the ortho~~ 
doxy in order to show that once all the f'ormml.ae &re .adhered to_, 
the loss or: revolutional'Y pel"Specti ve not yet in a pos1 t1 ve l'my, 
but in the negative of a-..,e bet'ore the PXiRtimft, oon"tinued capital-·, 
~sm, c~n be very, very deceiving, nnd if it ~~s to Lenin, we· 
bctt•'r ,,,atoh it nll the t1me, 

What in truth emnrges from close study or Hilfarding (Un-" 
f'ortunately I do not \:now Germf'n & have to do 1.t through eecondary 
sou.rcee; anc1 Eukharin; I 1 m aurc l 1 C find much much more in it it' 
I could get the >!Ork 1n :ful.l anrl tear :l.t tpart) is that the r1ew 
gennt-ation of Marxi s"te !'ollol'rinp; t:nc-sels 1 s U.eRth, pl.r~cod w1 thin 

rowing, centralized production, saw monot,ly not as a fettRr but 
ethPf' os sn orgert17.1n'~ !'ore~ of nrodu.ct1on, So that the Second 
nternn tioua.l, which had opt!nly rejected Bernate1n!·sm ancl grS.dual­
ese, nocepted H1lt'P.rd1ng1m, ,.,hleh me:'lne tacit acceptance .or 

the capacity of capital to gain 3 "certa1n" stability, modi.f'y its 
an&7"ch1arn as a 11 eonAtA.nt" t'~atul"e, and aef!ins in na~-r stage not a 
_!rf'ltur1 tion to f4 h18hl'r t"o;om, but eomoth1ng in i teelf" already' h1gher 1 

although •bnd", 
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Nol':, the !)arson n'ho made th1 s all cl~'lr tu nu1 waa: 
Bukharin, thnt logical extension or ~lrerd1n~, blo~~ into the 
thAory. or countar-rovolution right H1 t-hin the--.t".trot WOt"kers: 1 atat 
It is to h1m t~~t we must turn, and'here too tor our generation 
it is correct to_ view him, precisely beo£\IASA hl.s is .•onl.J• 
and wl.D. become 1'ull-blo><-n actual revolution w1 th Stal1nnh:~:~~~~l~~''S 
it an obJective baae, Yi"th hindsight, H.ntl :.teep in ::lind t 
the 3. actuaJ. main. stages of oapi tal.l.et production ror 
decades s1nce the publication-or Eoonom1ce at the Trans1 

(1)1920-~0--Tnylorlsm plus Fo~diam, thet 1e, the 
of the belt line and with 1t hhe 9eceseity ror a ~asc1st1c or~er 
in the ractory. It may b" •vulgar to call eangatern part_or tha 
intelligentsia, but that is tho genuioe race. or •sooi"1 control•. 
\i'here the JIUlsses the·mae~vee clo not control... M9.rx. 1 s view of' -'the 
planned despotism plus the industria~ army o~ managers,, 9~~;;m:~~:!{ has moved f"rom theory to such P.VP.ry day _practice __ that:_, 
knoWs it in h1e bones; he needs no. ghost come :from the "'''"''e 
tell him-- i.ha t. (! wish 'hAt. Grnce- woulii -l-TorK out the-- w.·.,i'ce·c •·~<: 
greater o'OiiC'f!ntrat1on or truets trot -precedes belt line_ 
o1~ the time l1m1 t of" each s1nglo opPra.t1or'-) _ 

(2) 1930-"40. General ct>iais; ll~D,.al1sm >There •every- .. 
body" allegedly adminl.stP.rs, and Fascism reill7' openly only the . 
el1 te do, ~ in mortal combat 1¥'"1 th the C and ~encrel e1. t-down 
( -whi.ch make a true Joke of' pri·vate p:"opcn•ty) :foi- sooial.control. · 
Plan, plan., plana: Hntional .Five Y'er,.re: ·Iiuaaia~ Germany, Jripari; -
Keynes, _New DeA.l, technoor"aoy, TVA, public work£. . · 

. .3)1940-50. Monopolisation has beori transformed into 
1 ts oppos1 ta • atatif'1oetion. (l'n'la~ gr~:at scope ror a modern-. 
Mo1i.P.rA J to takf=l-. tho~e weighty volumes o-r tha TlmC proving mono pol~ 
1snt1on and hm.·r strangling 1 t 1a • and then on the eve they -a.re , , ,': 
finally publiahAd in full, pre~aced by a call for fUll mob1lisat1o~ 
wh1ch ehow·a that n10nopolieat1on plus H1tlerism i.s oh1~d 1 a play- ' 
ae compared to American stat1:t"1oat1on.) End or WW II, "end11 _ o't-_ ._. 
:rasciem and state-p-r1 vate-.monopoly ru::l.e. Complete state cap1 tal.1BJ: 
KK&XL~kRg reaching-its tentacles ~rom Ruas1a, 1nto Eastern Europe,; 
P.ngulf'ing Br1 t.ain, seeping into Western Europe and peering out at-__ : 
the U.s. '!'otal. global plans: Marshall, Holot6v, Monet, Sohu.man, 
Truman 1 e Point 4. Keynes 1B dend: long 11 ve the state olan. The--; 
1ntell1~,enta1a in Russia, tho Social Democratic labor bUreaucracy·.~ 
elsewh~re, all in mortal combat with tho Reniatance, ~th Warsaw, 
,,·1 th general strikes and colonial revolutions, but one strangles 
the revolution ":for'' the maases 1 own good, nnd the othAr t:or 
"democracy 1 s 11 shadov.. 

No'\'T aBa.inet tht1 background o:f these 'three decades, '!;·rstch 
the (leta1ls or Bu..ldl~_rj n Is "General Theory n o-r the transformation 
process. 'l'he whole point ot' Bukha.rin 1 R 11Gnneral Theory•, a com~ 
pound of' hio hind eight on :rinonce co.-pi tal1et state cap1 tali em, and 
tmmed1ate Russian p!'oblems, is that 1.n ·the development o:t cap1tal1i 
rrom lndustrlal to finance a"nge (hl.s divis1on)~a movement from . 
"unoi•ganized" to 11 organ-'-zed" capitallem--there arose a "techn1oal. 
intell1genta1a. • (Hold. on to that term--technical intelligentai&-· 
it is Bu1dtnrin' a new cPtego~y, the new univers~l around which , 
everything revolvee, not only under u state capi tal1em" but in the 
"trens1 tion period" 1d. th not much chance o:r its disappearing under 



the trannit1on per~oC. In ract, 
th.e·t _ ~~~1:! 'Y11 thr:r r:1<:~.y ~tntt~ 1. t _ia n ~ system 
no thine ooncr'):t(l :t,., aa1d A. bout Any l'f1 th~rtng away. 
seen as cornpletel.y su._bordinate to tlds"techn1c~l 1~1;~:~~.~~;tli:'"!~~;j; or m.ore praci!lP.ly, thP-_ mas:sns ~re otten not e.s a ~ 
but·-ae an obJE>nt of' the- a~aevclopm~nt of' humani ,_ or-·a 
us :a very -abRt_rac·t_ subJect that..:;h:ts "p-Ol'Ter• • 1a "rul.1ng ·. 
bat tM_t is something giv~,.- ·something established a. Yh11e· the :_.-i·.----_ 

1nt.nll.1gentG1a is concrete, -,dnvelopa, brlnga Rbont _•equi'h1bri. Ulll ... •.·.·.• 
ant! nll 1s 'Vsll:. rl t:h the World once agnin.) - · - · - :·-:_:- -

Nolt ·the"technicP-.1 1ntell1gento1R" wn:; born to 
"thli. blind l.e:i>.re ot' th{! mHrkat 11

, and exchange "an 1 t--1ss:11~;;>;~~:e~:~:=~~e in th!9 ~lfJJ..vi_eiOn or lnborq. (Eukhn.rin ha~~.here -t 
dO"'-'n t..'lg r~lat1on~;h1n b~tlfe(ln the social d1?1ei~~i or­
exchange, but _we,_·tod.li leave t;hl..s bf! .t"or thP. r4C..;::;!In.t=.) 
bnmpered. -by · th.l::t Jm:Xbt_ t'!.narohy or the world economy 11 
11gentsia ;Jid -bring"ot'dor" !.nto th~ nu-t1ona1 econQmy 
'!~qu!ltbr'tum" .. Eut.·:'lincn !t. ~mrJ:.cd.."tcr" 1"!r.;;;nc:; C:;:p:!. • ., ... ,,., ...... 
"h:-nd 9 Wft3 :f'ull o:f" bour~P.01R notions so thnt when 
was 1'tranrif'or'medH (BukhA.r1n never gRn::ta 'gets nna.r """'""'t1 
nngetion"}.- 1'-..1£ hinhe!'_t point t11 ts 11 tra...""iaf'orr:mt1on~ 
CJ1ctntorsh1p o'£ the proletar1Et t. 1 t had to __ bo 
The 'tranR1 t1cn r.:c.'r1ot'l. OFlu·s~d .. d1ee.::•Jl.11br1uma$ :ti~n:c;t;h:~·e:fl~!':''~~ 
a "regroupment "(si.c! )ot' eoo1nl lAyr;ra"' became n 
the :first !n~t!'"ince, tha"":: ln~;)n't dr~l"ot:tng ln th~J intelligent 
the n~'tt~ eya:~em or .d.1ctatore1:"11t:i or the :pro~_c,-:~r1p;t. S1noe 
groap = s pRYch·l10IU!. :::--,:omq!n.iil Dllut~geo!.e the d1e t"' to1•ship of 
prolotttr.1n. t had tc rego:rt to '1 extrH-~.oonom1c". moanu.:ras. to r~:~;~~·i~>;~. 

·1 't. 3Ut ·~·~ t!:l_ -:hat a::::r.:om;i'l..:\Ah"!rl, ·th~ proletnt .. 1t:tt need not 1· 
it !s ot1~l •'the rul1n,g clnss.M; thn ~ntelligont~in will work· "l~o,.,•:·.• 
.,_nd aequ111br1.tm" ,..,_.11 be ~Ptnb11ahe!1. 

I a:n W., n1enderin~ Bu~hnl"ln, Jlm:n..1.o. Th1e 18 what he_ 
ac_t~a.lly sr-.ys not only "in._ eaoence•, but 1n c1nt~1l, and- th1.s new 
un1vGrsal hRr;; co tight fi gr·~p .,n ht;n, thnt hn ;;:1ves vent to "thf! 
n..oet ba"t'bnr1c not1ono. And "tht:t not only euttly~ ovtn" _acme :200_ · 
pagd a o:f l<.T1 ting, but l.s tm·.bol~: enP.c1. to prr- e.Pnt 1 t 1n thn stark 
naked!lP.F.G of" grnph tha.t Garee lt Rl~ up, thu:;: 

1'Ta"b1P. V, re ChP..~ters III & lY ('!'l::.p F'11ll of' thn Cnp1t.nl1s-t1c 
System. Gennrsl l;:.rr.reou:te! i:o of _Q~nun.1. ~t 3tructurc. r)-- ' 

(=~:.:~'_,::>_ 
. '' ""•> -., 

ti· ~--.: ... 
1. Ol:d. eystFJ!"Il ~. Ola System1 s 

fall1ne apert 

·-·· 
("I,.:.~ . 

-·- ... _... .. 
/,'..... ,~ 

' :. -;·~·· 

3. Pro~etnrist ~s 
alone; there 1f! 

no equilibrium ye_t. 
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· Now wl th such a notion W.."'tis st;rioua theor.ot.1o1an· couldil' 
holp but rsaoh th~ log1cnJ., O{ln01-.ls1cn: counte!"-:~·_v;~l.u1:1•on~J'Y. 
capt -nh1ch th-e bourgeoi.aiG

1

.:.._n:e;:Jt trl!lY c~p1ta!.'-ld.thout capi~u-'-'"'"a­
thorcughly incapable ot: establi~..lng •aqu1llbriu01• must eri'oJ>Ce 
nllow 1 tsolf'· to be trunat"oi•med into 1 ts oppoe1 te--t"rom 
to·pol1~1ou~ a~te So~m. ·rrom pr!vnte mnnnger1sl to s~·~Jla;rh.~;:!~~~·.: 
burcuuorat1c oonten't.. Let UA t'o1.1ow Bukhnr1n' s · "Gcnera1 
stsse by atage, _rl tilout s1<:1y,p1ng a single link& (AJ~ ot: thft. 
quotes wh~ra on~y :paso.' nu~bnro nre e1.ted ar~ 1"roRl h1.e •;..:cono::licc 
o~ the Trttnait1on Per1ocP' • tranala'Cion enolosed; other qutites···s.re · 
fro<ll "World .economy and IPlpcria!J. sntl. whore thn. ~>term or: the sA · · · 
10.eas firr.t appeurcd.) - - · · 

( l) lil. th the very nrat sentence o!' 
t.~r r:yf ,hb; ·~T-~ 9uk_l-:..flr_t,n _ _bm.e~-!:!." "'!tmi.~ 1;h£1 Bf'J!~!!~~ -~-r 
ecr;nomy ll inolu.U,.ng Knrrlat eoonom1.cs• to a. aci.Onco ot: AnaTch1g -. 
commodity production: ~Th!JOrftt1ot:;.11:vpo11t1ca.l economy ls the . 

sc111nca or soc1a1 economy baaed on the 
production or gommod1t1ea. ~.e, the BC':LI>n•Ge 

·_ _ · ot: an uno~n.ni zAd eocie~ n " 
Carefully note the b"ord, "sac1n.l. "i throughou·t ho uses • s,o<>:LlU." 
whore he ahoulU nea "cap.1tR11st" 'h"i.th the 1nav1tabJ.a.:t;t.'~DGequ_enC& 
of' dilu:ting clee2 cfJnoept., eo Uh!t "t9ohn1c.&l.a~ intell1gents1a.·,­
groupn, laY•J"C"~- ... syntoos nnt! wlwtevAr oth~r abstraction comes 1n't0 
hi. 8 head, nritura lly 1"1. t in tho cla.ss1ess t,.,rm, • socittl. "-.;- .I need­
hardly repent th.'lt \'.'here Marx used social vs. 1ndlv1rlun.~ 1t "1\-as 
whera 'tho cap1'tnl~s't 1a na )11!-t. onl~ Mr. Monaybags. that is, ~~~~~ 
ho has entAred the labor-r:rocoss nnd tra.nE:rormed the a1mple· J 
precese-1nto a prodor.s cr creating surplus value. 

(2) lih1l.o on tho race ot: 1t &ccspt1ng production 
aa-prlms.ry, 3Ltlfhttr1.n 1s nbstr:lc~ conception o:r them nn sOme 
Ax1nt1n~ ~·trn~ 1noVitnbly ask~a h1m slip back into ~~~~~::;;~ 
trap: Pol1"t1cal economy ·mosns :r1rs"t t'"C a.ll.not a pl.arlned' 

n' ttlcolog1e.nl. un1 ty 1 "'hich 1 rulna 1 , but 1n tho ma1 
unorsan1z~d aya~em.or ooonomy wh~re thn~e is on:sc:~·ou:s 

co11c:tctlve Aoonomy and where m::CJ.n.etdsa::0~~~~~ti~f'i~~~ nrd1n,rt ted to th1 A mnrket-. xllttt 'ihere !! 
blind lav9 o~ thn ~rket ~ (Wo~~d Eco~omy 4 

om.phR s1 ~ • r) 

(3) Thla he a an a_l;u.te t.:!i tl1out any c:onac1.(:•Uen~sa on hi a 
part th" .. ~ bu.t "two :r~KAR pl""nviou.Aly he' hnd. a.ocnvt~d tho op;.•os1to 
•on the ~.na1n ot" to.he ooz:..--nodi ty rr.a rktJt wo sst.w th·~ t; bnhind t.loto 
mJ~l"\l;el. rolnt!ons ~Ot'R hid•len -r)r-odue~~('\n l"'elnttons." Or perhaps 
1 t- .1.s ~htt .. beohind .. t.hat nctUA.lly ma.kf'!A l"'..i.tl n ~-l ln hts O\i'U_ contenti 
lnt.o thn Hnrx1o~ concept cf th~ ;JriilHlCY of' production ~"'t'lat1ona.- ·I 
!n &~Y C6sa, rro~ h1s ro!'or~uln~1on he mnkus •he groundless Jump 
-of'- acce~ting n. J:OrlsJ aconozn..,.., Not j1.1st n world nmrkAt, which 1s­
as far n.t tlHt pt-cci.so 1--IR.r-:t \."'OU.!.r1 go and no :rurttu~r, but ll. t~orld .-, 
ccono:n!c syetem, t.hutn "We cran THEREF'ORE de1"1no wor~d oconoJD3' as: -~ 
n m.t.,.~ o.t:__~ugYJr.n ro1nt1n~\nR"r-t corl"'appoo41CLJ to it·) 
pn ,1 w..-.rVi sg!)l8," (world Zco.to:. :Lmp~r1nl1.::m,p.~4 ca.ps m1na,r) -J 
~o th&t 'ttHlllU9"' jJ:rodao:t1on ralotlons nrn "behind~ tn.R,..kot rel&.t1ona: 
tho "-"Ol""3.c!i. .or1.~kot al.l'endy wor,na c.np1 tnl1u tic pro<'htc t1cn reln t1ons ' 
rt:t.A:tR:"':.R.1:e);.xll!t!wt~~ (llxt;-::adJ.!UJ outto.'T~rd "on H world seala". 
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( .;.) Tho 1n(l! aoapablfl c-:. .. na~q~!~:~~~"'~:~.,~· 
concept o~ toclmo1og1on1 progroce: ~·,~;;~·tg 
world eoonomy ro~ tho pant tnn yonrs ~~s a 
ueua1 davelapm~nt or the product1ve rorcae o~ 
Th1~ e.ppen.ra d1-reo"tly nn tect-..no~og1ca1 proEress~ 

(D) From thia naturAlly 1Xax enough rl.oued thea.~c,ep•tance] 
ot' H1l:fP.rding in t"ull (a)' eoc1ng ~tab111ty, or, 1:o uoe . .t;o.lk.tlar1n' 
mortl auph1m1st1o but ieee precise oxpresnlon, r,nu111br1wn .in tho 
n.ow phnoo or cap1tallsm1 e development,. and (b)to carry o"t -.th1a­
tranarormH~1on of d1sorgnn1znt1on into ZK organ1~at1cn. Sn 
orzan1z~ng ~crc~--a •technical ~ntall1gonte1a• don~ded of-~tS· 
o.lnza chnrnctQr; "Flnnnee capital abo11ahed.. tha ana]:"c.hy_ or prodtlo-· 

'tlon Within llap1tal.1st oounurlas ••• By. 1:he some· 
1'ect, 1:ho exclwnge. tie, expressed in the .!lQSI!IIl·· 
d1.v:1s1on or 1nbor, o.nd t.he severance or the · 
sac:1:U.-produot1ve organ:ism .into· 1ndel~Gndsnt 
; wlderkaid.uga ~ 1.1i ?6p1.ac;;O::. by ~he -ty;~-t1e;J. 
organ~:intion of labor w1. thin the organ1z.ed 
11l!ltiona1 oconomy 1 • • (p.~O) 

(6) At >:he a::uno t1mc, ~1nce hla pl'imary d1v1a1otl .is nolO 
~ ol::1ss (d.v.t~lon bu.t t:.'lnt betwo~n an ''crgan1zed" and. an ".uno:rgan~ 
1z~d: 1111 :economy t he must r~1nattlt.s tho anarchy into cap1._ttJ.lj.sm. 
!"or only acc1:al1slll oan p~a.n. 'l'h1s he dolls by br1.ng1r.g in the 
niDlrehY rul1.ns •.ror1d t:rconomj'& (lie ua:es '\:Orld. eoonom;r o.a n~l w:oa•sr"'i 
ao?u!umpt1onists' nnd ma~ket. noonordatit a.l'WBYS u&ed the m:ll'kat. 
that fs, oub~t1 tu't1ng 'tr.a.de tor prodLtct1on X",e.1ati6na .. ) __ 

· • Ca·,o1 ta list 
1 nsl:1~~f~s1:rlmnomyf~'iha~~s~b~:e:~":~n:~;:~i~:~~~~~;·~~ trom an 1~10 • 1nto & ro'ticnrJ. 

· 1 !'rom a subJeot~ces econOillY into an 
'\ Jaot.~~t at the e~~~ t1mQ tho r-nn 

.,reductil)n \n genera~ has not boon a;::~;~,~: 
baa tha. compet1t1on of oa?1 tall at c . n>'<'>·" "' 

\ 
d.u.oers ••• The ~ economic system 1s as ~;;;1o~~.,,..;, 
:1.rrnli1onal nnd su'bJeatleas 1 as thR pr<9V1oue 

\ ot' n:.t1on"l economy. • (p, ~4) . . · 

( 7' '!'hli?O Sukhrl ~1n moves 
system, ~~d the~e hB 8~~9 r1~Gt or a~~ (a)n f~lt 1n produe~1Ye 
foro~o. (b)r. e1mu1tnnaous growth or •organl~l:1onal t"orms• (poor 
Eukharin, the tra~e~doas crent1va enorg~ee o~ the proletariat 
r~orgnnloz1ng soc1nty mean no~h1ng bu.t 111 organ1zntlona~ 1"orc.a•­
wondnr he snnu only chaos 1n ~:xt~~ p~oduotlon u~~n~d:0~:~~~~~1~:; t1on only 1nG~1tut1one~l. ~~~s N~v~rthe1ess h~ r 
~nrx1st "atud1es• dna so ~dd~nly concludAs thqt only 
production rnlations •.• bu": lot him sp~flk ror h1'msolt'"J­
Po1nt or ""ti"lf or the prns~rvut.1on nnd duv~lop:nent or h!J.Clan 
the only Yny 0~1t th<'rt:"fore !lr.n br> th~ soe1n11st prodt4C";1on 
brtCS.U!H~ .-;nl.y thny 9!:1lj Q~~nt.A comJ1t!i.2nS n'f" l"'4'1nt1vo1y mob1l.e , ... ;u, 1\br' um p'!" qno1nl.....Jl'N)dllc.t1 ve ey etPr:t- • (p. 51) 

So :nuch t"or Suk.."l.arin 1 s d1 ncover•1na 1 . .lp to t.h•,.r point or 
i!.1etn.toreh1:_--. t,-r 'th~ £"!1'"011'!tn.r1ut. L.e~ 1.t bo s.:.tid to his great 
thut cv!!n thOugh for only onA bri.f!:t morannt. he d1.(l, upon rcnoh1ng , 
"Tho O'"'nc:oul Pt•~Jrqqu1 clt.os or n Corn~unis't Stt-\.lcturoa, sa1n a 't~ft .: 
gra ap cf' :'lRt1 ~1 s,4. bo~ '!!!a:x in aens.il"'oK t.hc "'t'undnmant.n~ lo.we 
:'I'ISultj_ng t,...~,Yr:-4 Qtlo1t!I11At produotlon. E\_O ,oll r..o n tru1y br•1Jt.:l:La.n1l 
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glitt.pae o.r the a.bsolutGlv nP.~r :form: the coope.rati_ve f'orm of labor. 
He rlret states the ·two moments or oapltal1st product1on-,-the . 
centralization of capital and the aoo1a~1aat1on or. l.l\l)or_-:'t1h1_oh _-- · 
become "the bosia of' nB,., method or produot1on-l;h1ah Sew--out of' 
"rom.b o-r ·tho oild oile. 11 -- Then continues: iiThe coopE!rat1_ve :rorm·.·o:r' 
labor1 about which Marx apeake· 1s embodied in t:P,e· decisive moment 

'.in spRcin.l relatione. between :":orkers,;· Here prec1.ecly .l1.e_e-.'the-_ 
centre or gravity ot the ne>: society.• (pp.53-4) · ... 

But theee truths Bukharin ~eta slip right out of hie 
grasp because hi a new universal is not. the self-developing- Tn•oJL<>'"'-·· 
arlat, bu·t the ae~r...:dovel.op1ng 1nt~~Usente1a. So, havl.ng.p,_id 
homage to 1--ts.rx, he quickly .returrie 'to hi~ own theory e.M 11 planned 
organ1zat1on11and. the 11 teclmionl 1ntell1gente1a; · 

(1) uThe ey~stence or pJnnned organization w~:~~~;~n~~~~i~:Ic.~ 
ali at_ cou.ntrl~t~, 'to~ by cHPl t_a.11 et uumpet1 t1on;· the e 
a. definite p<>rlod oi" a. system or state gan1:l;.a1~ ie 
proof_ o:r the t pose1b1li ty 1 of' communist structure. 
probl.ern _o:r communi at organization cons1ets not i.n 
in it there .1s no bZ>.e1e: f'cr social lRbor, butt~iJ:cl~~~"tj~~~~~~Q!l'-:J 
oj' thn bt•ok.en social lriyere,._ in the :f1,rst 1ne 
sion in the new eys_tem o:r the "'tAchnieal intel11gen't's1a; 

concept 
concern 

( eic!l 
( si~!) 

And not sat1ef'1ed l'11 th such a- violation of-· the "MR.Z.xL;t 
ot' the oo·apera~i..ve f'orm._ ot' ~abel:',. Bukharin continuOs _his 
>'1 th •the heads" or the lntel~igen t!!1a: 

(2) . •conaequcnt~y a prei•equ1s1 te condl.tion or the very 
poss1bil1ty or new soc:s...s.l-product1ve comb1nn-t1on 
must be the falling apart or the, tiee ot the 
previous type in the heads o:f th1.a new technical. 
1ntelligen tsia.' (-. 65) · · 

Furthermore, '\(I'Orkors are not to worry about the •:forma~•- ,-· 
resemblance to ·the old productive hierarchy. "RegroUpment•­
Yill tnke care or that: 

(3) "The transf'orme.t1on of the procar:s ot: creation 
of surplus value into e. process of the p~anned 
sat1srnct1on o~ soc~al needs 

And, ea t1eft€:d ..,.ii th th1 e noade.11ic solution of' tha very 
reel problem or the totally new f'ol:'m of production r9lat1ons, 
Sukhs.rin !'urther advisee the proletariat to allowMthe1r other 
tfrennizationa" to be fused into tho over-all state or~an1zat1onJ 

(1)"We must ooee the question or tho general principle 
of thc.orgnn1z9t1onal system or the praletBrian apparatus, 1.e., 
about the relatione. bot>:e~n dit'ferent aepeota (t'orms)or p•·o~etar1an 
organbatlon. It 1s completely o~ear thii t torma~ly what is needed ·. 
~or the wo:r-1t.1ng ol.nse 11:' th~ same rnA thad ths t ,.,-s.S used by. the 
bourBe01t:l'io 1n the epoch of !:tn.te cnp1tRl1nm. This organ1znt1onal 
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-l.ogic ot: 
logic c1' 

On1ty orie thing ought .to be added •.the 'i. re,,y,c 1tlto•rJ:ial 
the trans"tormat1on procea·a• 1s the "v_ery 
·the counter-revo1ut1on! · · · 

... , ( . 
' L . 
i'\.\ ' ' . I ,-./~ 

I 1\.:\r· • .~, ~".~. ·.j. ~ I l " u .· 
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TO b~. ·reac. j.;·. conjunction 
.\"d-th--J.Fltt-cn•. tu J an '· 
'Eukr.8.rin, .: 0/~/51_. 

COOFEHATIVE FOEl-l 05' LABOR 
VS. AESTRACT LABOR 

In our_ ·pr_osent socieiy,··i.·7:1ei'e-msn is but 

·the p~oof' .. tha't ~he: 'di v1.sio;i be~'treRn mental and marlUai 

·attribu_"te oi' a~li.·cl~s.s_ .soc~et.tes, -has, --u:nd~r' capita:liem,: r<,tc!.teoi··· .•. 

;·f:t_th thi!J truth shining f'orth amidst increasing-· 

·., cJ:iiE#e s- ?-n·~ .'!::.s.-r~S, ~ t -b~co:ne~- 1rlcll~"ligh- i.mpbccible ·to ·hc.vc ... 

. prooduc t.~ vi.ty .. 

sr·:_long Hay. f':t~om the- 'timP. Nhcm_ he slmply 1-Ji shed. to' sm'e.sh 1 t. 

:_i-illrit .-hti·-~-v:arits to"' have. done i·Ji th- is hiE verv 1•i'O!'k~ 
. - . -_- ' .. - .. ---
-something.- er~ tiJ~8, v ell f'.ferent-~-exp1•es B a.l). hiiJ nat;urS:i:.::·~nd. 
po;-:m.•S in ail aCtfvi t~,r "i·/orthy of !llm ;!s a human b~ing. He "W"'ish~s 

t6 .· e:ppropr.1e i:;-0- --the oc:t:ence, he:retot:ore '"i:hoily. -.:i.i1cor~:~OJ:.a_t·e-d -- ~i-1"?"6-'<:t~_~'-· 
maohinc>. t-;hilc hr::- -··,·;ae -tu:rnec1 .ln'to 1 ts appendage.. He feelS i.ri.deea:'' 

ir~. a mtich gt~nater· v:uy' thfl.n seeoa apparent to 'the- rial~eJ~- -h~.s; 
His na.p&ci ty to nngc:1ge· in·:: variety. of 

act1v1~:1es, CL"'A.ngt1 _t'l~om Job 'to Job, t:1.n1\:-er ·with ~tis mEJch1ile in 

hours, create t:-.ings f"or Cis o11m ~se on BOVerno.er.t plus 

is n -t~oad b"'p:1.nn1r~ t~ _:n.'l~~ the IDtlC!'line nn -extension of hi-E: 

J:ov:thr:'r "Chnfi him a oJ.::-,ve tc thr~ .n.:·chine. All th!•t n~cC:s tc bn_done 

no1·:---1s th:-1 t: !~P. nnr;;. hio i'ellor: \·:or~cet'S ene-;.nee 1 n a er:lf'-uc t1 vi ty 

eo· dit'i'~ront :rt•ori\. his pJ•oscHt -..;ark t~e- t~ :r._.. :q~ tl1~ scientists 1n the 

cubby-hol(JO outsid.!l thr' pl!'.ntr; ar; '..lnnect:c~m·y cs 1a tlrc ct:>p1 ta:t~St 

ineide- tht": f'nctory. 
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In -!lQ. otheP _t.,vv can D.' f'undamental- chi.tnge 

a.ch.1..-evecf. In t~ll othEn·_~t·rays capi tai has -~-etained -i.l:;S_ <!<>mu>a.•~oll 

over labor •. HaPx wB.s :r'igbt · \·rhcn __ hC 1nsist_e·a·,·th.3.1:; 

coo-perative lnbor replaced p~i va.t;e· 1ab·or· f'ro;n ·'tlle 

. \-iill socisl central- b~come the r.a tul•al _,attribute Of' 

ccop~~rJ;_ti.n; ·1~"! 'lnbo:t· ana uhO have beCome thereby 

., n-o~.iVidllPls..!'. \ Ot~el~"h'i-flP. coopel'&tion !s_ .... -... sna:-e - . 
'~hat ca:ni tallctic °CCl.rlcnt"U!-F?. of SOC1Rl con1irol 

management of ind.us'try .. 

f'orcP.d intc the veluo :fol"'m 

.red.u.ct:ci bv the 11 nlannee d.eenot1Efil 11 of capi t?.l.!.. 

no e:-uch: animc;.l a.s>anbstreo.ct l&por 11--you mUs.t- be 

concrfltP- activity, mining, ta1lor1nr:,, mach~ne product10n-.-

over labor s·-~ts thn pnce the- l\•orker& must f'ollo"t·:. 

- ProcecE o:f 1•educ ·tion of yout• la.l;loring skill 't'lhich trarie:rOrmS 

labor p~ocess into n proceeo of. extraction o"f 6Urpl.Us- Yslue:.:..-
. ·-· 

'Ihe CFlpi te.li st 1 s 11 l.,..cre"t-.-o lf' 1 e hung·~~-·i,_" 

!'or ur(ovit! ho!H'B c-f lR.bor do:ninates over 

alec oV~-t· tf:\chnoloPy 1~hich i-s cons't:1ntly ciellt!d ~,.;.pan· ·to:- reau·ce·.-. 

t::.e }~ours c~ l~C-or aoc12Ily necP.r.roary to p_rod~ce cornmoc1i tiec: 

to "t..;in th~ btl't'tlt" of compe:ti tion on a l·:orld scnle .. 

Le ~ ne tr-1::!':' ~r~othr.~ loo~c ~t the .!£tf!! cot coopera tiC?n. 

Undf'!!' cn_p1 tt1li o:.:n . .l t tt~.k"'n thr" !'oro: of' vnlue. ·But valuO 

·tton n!fH~!1D _on~ th!nt;, an-1 ln thC'I mn:!'b,~t aomothinr quite 

oro money P.r.ci_ pri·vu te 

In p-J•or1uctinn lt mi'f,ns th£'! timo clock ;;hich e·C!'o tn it thnt no 
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-a:•e. ~~n1Ch fashion ct.:mcr-ete comm.od1 ties. 
,; ' ,, ,.. . ' : 

trUst tl)e clocl~ in -e.nd. of' i tsel-r -to set ~;tl~e pac~;,- e.o he has a 

f'rii'e-mB.n oveJ:o· the_ bel't-linA. BLt;t suddenly- yo~ _i'in~ th_a_'t~: i·t-
,_ ,-,_ ,'/'' •' .- ';' ·. --;: . 

ju-.ett one ·f_areffinn bat E:~v.!-0 a 'hier'Archy, o:f ·canti~ol over 

You .can .. t1.o· the ,.,Q!-k, 1-:hy. nl'!._ th1.a c-~:~mposi. te of a 

m~mste:r'/ It !.s becaLtse nei thel'' -:.,•ou nor your -t'ellcil...- Korkers:: 
in_t.erested in t}':e' ·"i·iOrl:.. In o't.her wOrds, l-t is a queSiic.n 

:forc:tnrr you to lci_bor -~d. it is becnuse _.1 t is ,-i'orcGd labor 

auch B. hi Pra:-chy i_s necessary .. 

everything is subordinetea-, to thfit one :rUn~tion~. 6!' ~xtr~~ting 
you_ as much lAbor es possiOle. Tpey are not there because··-ft _-1_8 

labol" ie!- .ecciB.l, cooperative. 

t<ork, or even ~:nm·r hal: vf!ry oi"ten·, blit only to exerc·:tsc that 

UeHpot!.c control' t·..-hich .1'0rct? E'. r.~ll yo~1· .labors into tha"t .v:altte. 

:fortn .. 

No;..r the cnpit.Alist _tries to iOP.nti:fy,:b.is de?petio 

ovet• labo~· i·li th the social charPCtf>r o:f cooperative .labor .. · 

thRt you :enol; is so m•:ch poppycoc:C, o!'ll;~.r it isn1 t _a 

hP _llf.ls nJ.l the c.:n•ds in hi!! bend~ and the on!y thing J)t~ivat£' 

of tbe f'c..ctory, eo yo~\ Cont.inue to s\-;€'::--'1.-t 1 t out. But you are 

not f'ooled. You kno'..·l. t:ts t th~ ·_plnnn9d dospotlam in 'the ft'ctory 
O(""~On~rr.t!.~A farm of I::ioo:", but ou..t of th~ 

o!'tons not ou~ of tho/~ntagonk_lli rel.!lt1onM1p betl'roen you ana.· 

he ,~·ho lords it ovf'r ;vou. 

l j n) Coopt'rA tion, 1 n ! t self, 1 r: n product1 ve ''O".ier of' 

eoctEtl l~tb<Jl", _q pOl'.'nr dnn 'to .cooporrtton 1t~nlf'. b) Coopera:tion 
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u.nd.er ·ccpi ~ali~rn., iD forced i_nto a 

· ab.stract· labol! ·Vthich hides :10t only its concrete cha.re.cter _but 

"th~ .. aiv1~sio~ b€:t~een :Q?.id ana.~· unpaid ).Sbor. Indee·d cOoperab~-~f{. . ', . ~ 

le_bor .1s l:"llow·ed· to function only to' l;'il~ ex't.ent .. tilat· it is -poe...:·,.· 

._cj_;oie- .to proaUc-e_· su!'plus _ vaJ.ue or unpnld houre or. 

_1;rh~.t the c~n1tal1st 1s priva~e property me;:;~ a, the 

2};5lop~i-at1 ve ~abor, in 1 tsel.f", ii:-~lo,.rs the laborer- .:to 

stri.p of'f ·aths :rett€-re of the 1nr:a~:ic.'l.u9.1 and dev·€!lop cc"tpac:t.t1es_, 

o._:r_: .. h:?:l: __ ap_~_c1_es 1.~ .. _. Thst i.s to_ say not you nlo_l:)e_ ;n_a'.re 

·~u t yo:.:t':·and your f'ellot·r wor-l~ers. In losing E~. e~-::1·11 you 

acquired. ho·h~ever ;:._ neK, ~ sociol p01<-1er. b) Cooperative lr:ibOr, 

unf.:•:n• capi~ali.smt neceseitl!:l.tcs co?ntrol_ Oy a 

~~p~~inne_ndeant-~_, __ etra'\,; bosees:n big bof'l~es,t"'tc.. PlNone.r.:'_ 

t!lua::; 11 !;.;tkBo m' .for.-na peci.llie..r to ~:t~elf 11 , the hi~rarchic 

due f'irst-·to the c:1pftEtlist 1 s he.'-"ing b~€-n relieved of actual 

;;.r..d.~ l::..~aa:t tr.o 'labor of e:.lperie!"!tfH!ce, end then d~le .to. t:hP. nec'e 
·a humari- · -__ ·_ . 

of' PVei .. 'grAater rna£-ses of abstr.nct le.1. .. or. Reclucin~ ,¥-E~/to ii ·Cog __ _ 

in th€ ·machine you· i:Jegln to rcfl.lizP. 1s r;o sm?.ll matte!" 

thio t'1hich :r-•Cqui,re3 :he monstl"ous Ci .. etit:ton of Jilonotony, ap·Oea-U~-, 

uni:fo:x'mi ty, :Listlessness and more speed-up. 

3)a) ·TI:e 11 pecul1ar for.n 11 of' t 1!e plnnned. deer-ottsm. is 
' .. , . . 

f!l::o due to tb~ fr~ct th,. letot•m• h';s sole;_ his inL1.1v1Uunl, isol&ted·:-·. 

lHbo:-- :;•.)t·ll"•r "X":d:3:R 1:ut sincE> ~hf"!'P. t-.·nr~ r.~nn v v'.lch lnborer6 ~ the 

capitRli:_~tH :na~t .n~}:::l coop,!r:.:.tort-.. out 'Jf thPm., b:.t';; coo:._1ernt~rS 

v.rho mu·c-c- fl•J.c-ti" Lith t!-:r.b., livinG l~TbO!' tlJt~ Vt\lu.e of the pu~_t 

l!!bO.!' lnc•:·::-'1~0l'<Jt~-C. irt ~hA znn::h1:1r: t~_lt "1.'~11~h io 1!1 UC t:J.oli ty labor 

of the 1.:-~borr:·:rs -:-,h•~:nst·lVF-e in .:1lif>n:-- tcti fo:,:!t. .--\nd JUS"t ne that 
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to __ ,thf<· A·p·P.ci~'-1 'wor·,.in;,-: mech;:mism also -Oelone;lng- to __ 

_ Th1:·s 1s':·na~io'ng_~t-~ -just ri_machin~; it· ie capital,_ a soCial r<el.a-', 

. tl9_n_~l1ip o1' pZ.oc;ltiction estab.li;sl~-ed·throu8h thit~ :!.nstrument,; 

:.·mf:tCliine, 1·rhi.ch-· ??-_s .. ·lan8 aei? been aiiennted frOm the labOrer_~-~-:.-;.;;-~ 
', -- - .-- ·_ ..... 

'-Cb) so· _thP. t, "Vdii-ie c_aq:PerP_tlOn ·in 1 t"sdlf require_s_ social<- con-crOi 

··Oy·:~~~sea. i:ir:;"J.er• c·e;·it:.=t:!.ism .coopHr>at!.v"€ labor rae::.n.s· cd"Ditai 1 8:.' 

-~a!la<t~m£~·n.'t· o:r .lndu.strv, 11 wh:tch is en at-:;ribu'te ot: C::',pit_al as 

. of l~nC;ed: prop_ei-'~y. 11 

-~!,}- Fine~ly, the· ne1.-; po~:er -~hat co·o?era"tion, ·in itsel:r, .. 

. 16 cr-,nnot de,relop fl"ebly and fully undel1 such conditions f'or .. 
. . 

1·:hj_le .it rin:.flt f'it into the._value_ f'orJU, it·s· human capacities are 
tli1.·/B.rted. T!:e social pm:rer .. Of' labor -;.-;hich anuea.rs as the 

·1ve -pci1-;er ·or_ co.:pit~?-1 is :&ndeecl a 68pitalisu" ca~icature of this 

1 t bt~comes the ne\-r c~n_te:-> ot' .:rr['I.Vi t.v of a nP-"t·.t a·ocif11 order. 

\·fe can ·_vieW COCpera ti VO lnbor :from another A.ngle·,> the-

d1'7is1on of' lsbo1· .. · (~·;e t-:iJ.l leove aside the nlannP.t1 division of'-· 
.u . 

labor-of: Af:li~:t1c pl"i_miti'!e co.T.;nunit'E ;-.'it!: it..n- ciG.!llinis·.;rntiVe 

caste ~nti uncltel"ed eoci81 relatione: snC:. R"t:atic p'r'ot:.uction, a:ne. 
cOncern ourar-tl \'(' s aniLy ui th thrc di vi r.ion of' lubor under 

The Seemi!m_ pll-inlnsG c-r tl:e eociol div~_:-:;j rn or labor as it io 

rcf'luc_tf>d i!l...societv thn't is thr:· mn!"ket, is jn trut;~- t.ho_ C.irect 

labol''eP -~·en"lair:.c ;. techn1c8l neoestJ1 r.y i:: t~v~ mf!nufnott.tring pJJ:t•iod.~' 

in the movmnent f!'om ,;u.1nuf.:t>:tul'P. t:o mr..ch1nofricturo, th<" machine. 

e":Peps !!t•'FLY tht1 tcc_hnicnl I"'?naan.s :tcr 11 tl1r: annex .. :\t1on of the 
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sublecit~ve--authorit.y o1' .t~_e cap1tsli-st, :it encrUst-ed ~he 

- Qe€.po~,i8rn.-.-t~'i:~ -~he_ cib1Bct1vitv of' th8 mGcili.ne 1ilh1ch -:;'Colt· 

41Sc1Pi:1·n·i.-rlg ·of _l~J)or.· 

·~ ·:·I·:t~-_.is he :C.€., sE.y"e Harx, tt-~.at dialect~: cal· ma tcr:ia1isffi · 
~- .. - _.. --'· not,..o_nly_-- · _ .. 

Separates_ 1 t:aelf /:from vulRar ::&2. te~ialism" of'~- C'ap.1 tali sm-; ·b-ut' 

f.~·o_m··_the- !:::,bf;tr~ :ma_terialism-· of: nnturrl &cienoe·, and- fn~ 

h:tstot"-' and-its -orocees sees: the truth; there .1s no ~ 

ment of' t_e_chno~Ogy outside of' -t!l_ie · histo:-ic p_rocees •. And 

1-~- "~ppens __ th:t t t~chnOlogY- does -not r:1erm the freeing 

.f'rom· r..l.s -~e. !'unction as an ·aPPend~.g~-- of ---i:h~_-macl~-~le-~ 
_lie)l't>_enins of'· hiE labor, rtor of' nny '~.abstrac:t 11 

deVelOpment· o:f' 

broduc~i ve fcrc.es othP-r tr--.on throu;h tht! sweat of the vwrker. 
fact ~he ,::t:ru» theref'Ore 1 s tP..a t -...:here the cepi. t2.lis t 1 s the!'e 

1
! in pel'"";'~ 

tec~nol:.jg·y 11 1n --1 tself 11 ri.eeds tL:te _ 

DzkR~ detail laborer or 3· man -:f.j.·:; :for a· varie~!' ~f ·fu~cti_ot:ts, _ .·· 

the ,,.;o:rker 1 e. confr:Jnted_ '\oJi th nn P..ll,•f!r~.av exi stifw:·- mat~r1:81 

condi t.!.on_ of r)rody.ctioi_l. He can d.o notl::trig but subordi·n·a~e­

himself' to 1 t, to th1e alif-~n fo:rce, - l,!anagemen~ over socifd 

lablr which in manuf"clcturf"- liaS 11 J)Urr;;ly RUb.](•ctiVc 11 is no1-: npureiy· 

objective. 11 

But h~re, try), is 11 tQe Abeclu.tf.! contrr;ci1.ct.1oni•. The 

:r~.uit:.i:ty, mcbilit~:, "o.1-'h1lfl, i~ 1'te c.ul)ttr.i~::'l..stic f'orr.., it 

Tho latter is "the 

~;~f l..'lbcrinb :f'ol~ ont:> or.pnrntcU. f'ro:.i\ his instruments of labor". 

V:blle< · the "\·:o r-J:crs rf~vo~ t movns f'ror.t bt E ·.fiE;ht n~ &l.n.s t the 

:tnetr.ur.u:•:lt of lnbcr· to h1n stl"uu:;:.le Hbl0j nst the cnpi tnlistic ;!!,~lo!..!J""·· 

of the.t :tn::'trumcnt, t.hc Cfl!ll tnlist idP.olo;.:it;;t ;JisooveJ~s the 
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·ave1"'· n.ntUZ.e.. ~n Ot-'lP.r .'t·:ords, \·Jhil6 t:Oe 1-.;or;;;:er discovers ·~fiSt·,· 

- a:ltfu)Ugh.lt ·f'~t::-~t:_·ensl::;_veC. h.iin, his tOols can actual_ly_gein 

:~ ri~cP:Ci.'offi-~·o~c o_:.- the. di vi s:tCri of .. mentP;J.: 

frW~"i.Y '}Ii :th---~ the ·-.:_omu~geoi·s e"co:1o!n1e"t tries to sp1,71 t_ au.~y_ 

T~re·aent .. ~o:mf:llltveffif>n"t: 

, -but, 1-:hen -­
lengthens the:n; sine a in 1 ~eelf' 1_t llght(>ns 
employed by capital; heightenS t:--lP intensity 

since in itself' it is a vj_c~cry o;_ .. mr~n over, the :fo1•cee ·of' na•ur<"" 
b-ut in' the hrinde Or eB.pi t8.l' zr..ek~ s 'r.lFin sla VG of" thoae :forces;· 
in 1tae;,.f' it Znc1•eas~s the h~ea.lth o:!:' the proQucel:;s, but in the. 

'handS of' CP-i"11tal,. CU3lkE"s them paupe1·s--for .all tl:!eee reas.ohe and 
others b8s1cles, say f. the bo!.ll .. p;eois. econom-1 st, id. thC!ut jore_adof._ .it 
cleo.t• a_s no.ond-!jy thst \:~11 thP.Ee oontt~c>.GTctid'ns ,e.r_e e merE'!_- show-·.'. 

'br- .:the reality,, Rnd .. !_!'.achinP.ry CO!"lsidflred in "1 tSP.lf', tha~. a~ 
oi;l.tter or t'nct., t!"le~· hPve nP.i.~h.er e.ctu2l nor ::::. theol .. etic;;:l J~J~is1;m1ce 
(I,p.~42} _ 

.But· 
Ja:bn:r. :.:"!e contradictiOnS ;:~~en 1 t ju.at 11 sho\·:u but the 

his~~o'ric truth and t!ldeed there~ is no technology outside 01 ... th.is 

hictor.!c deve1opr.1ent o:f \cP-.f,i talir,;n. ';:'he abolition of th~, d1 v'ia:tOn< 

of labor t-Iould mean 1tF burs"ting out. o~ t:r.:.e old vulue t'orm and 

The ir.:mPnence of t~io bre.::ol-:.s do1-7l ·enti;oel:,• the nsycholoe~L.Q.!. 

c1v:'l.l f!':'C1e~· nnU the V•.Jrkf1:r bDllr.s at produc~ivlt~r of' labor, as 

a cnnit:.:olisT.'~_c f'Llnction o;t orU.r!r, monot.on:'t', uniformity_, interieity 
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Aoril 5,1951 

De.ll!' Cy: 

Your description o-r the experiences- in the shop ·"Sre 
ot' great value and ·u1ll bF.! Jt.ept by me !'or .:tuture use. You 
'did not rep~y l'iheth~r you got Olga 1:a exp£:r1ences in her· ahtbP_•; 

The :relationship between ,the Negro movement and the 
building. of the Firs.t Int,·rnational has neyer been· tully. ·· 

.analyzod, ~.nd. yet it is of the highest importance.. The ,way 
Marx w::tpT'eseoa 1 t in 'the Preface_ to· Volume I ot' C.a.p1 tal- best 
sums up both--its §.1reot -and i'ndireot eti"ect.s~ He wr1 tee:·: 

11Aa in _the 18th century •. the American ws.r or 1!~~'"J2!'tldo,n'o.• 
O.ounrled the t11Ca1n t_or the :Sul•opean midUle7 Clase, eo _ 
19th century, thP. American c1 vil war ~ounded 1 t· t'or the ELLr<>P'""' 
woT"k1ng-clasa. '1 • ·· -

In oth..-~r ·t~orda~ 1 t wasn 1 t a auest1on oi' mussin~ of'­
"t./1 th a j)lB.card '1We-- \'rant a- F;;_rat ~ln"tornO.t.fonal'1 , which. 
only -way vulgar people evP.rtt·aee".one 1 s a sp1rnt1one. 
kRy wne through the ctvil •~r. "In the fight aga1nst.e:la'•e:~Y. 
in th~ pn1•ticulnr clrcumsta'i1ces hietoricD.lly -in which 
round themeelves in-AmP-rica in the midd~e of the last 
they in actu~li t;.• for greater l'reedom tvr tr:.e working class 
anr! gt1mulateS, not only the Amet•ican \'rork!.ng class l:ut the 
into~national movement or th~ workers. -· 

Thus·, tho English l..rorking cla£::s , in organ1z1:ig ·mas a 
demonstration~ against their ruling clasa 1 a attempt to aide 
w:1 th 1;11"' South, !'ound thP-maelves awPJt.ening to a ·higher s 
of their_ o~"ll·working class. Although it meant the_ woz•se~~;~:~n•"-~' 
ot'- _th~ir o1·m conditjone for th~?1r wo!-k as textile hands 
upon O)outh~rn cotton, the English- worklng class-- aided w1 _ 
the- fi-ght ae;alno t slavery. The resulting organization o'£ ·the 
F1reto IntArnational in 11364 eeonblislwd no-:: only the first 
intqrnfl"..:irma.l orga.nira.tion of the ;ror!t.lng ·class with-~ 
JlOlldar1 tx. a_oross ·na:tional boundarfes, bu~_ established a.1so 
the ne-~d f'or 1'lr.x1ble ·tactics and aliveness to .the manirold 
et'r.,cts or auoh a gigantic struggle as tho ;~orth against the· 
South. 

This illustrates the distinction between.tha so-called 
Marx1.s'tJ.t in America and Mal"x himself'. F'or exalriple.-~-·SO_me__~;or: 
the Me.rxi ets. --!n America.- at first were neutral., or ·e_ven opposed 
to tha Ci "!11 War, and they tr1e6. to h1C.e their co~r-ett;a ·: 
do-no·tbingneac under an ibstrac.t 1'ormula. They a d Ji, t 
since th~>y WAre opposed 0 waiiC"&lnV~l'Y "beth black and wUall• 
and slnce thn etru!!gle between North and So•1th •· ould not 
dec1da that struggle finally, they wou:c'l t•c.Min bystanders 
1.n thnt t'ight. Harx said 1t th'lt wero J.1arxlsm, hl. waa not 
.a MarXist. - HA, on the othnt• h-1nd,- not only lined up the 
F.n.-li•h working olnoa on the side of tho North anli wae 1n· 
oo;:rPepondenoe ·w1 th Lincoln, buu lr.1·1u~H1Ccd. the Marxists in 
1\mnl"iOR. t,o !'Ae ·that each problem must be solvP.d concretely 
RnCi 'thnt f'OmPtimPe n tight tor a con::rcrtc thing may appear 
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alight_. but if it _invol"'es ureat massAs ot ueople and a . 
rAvo1ut1cnal"y m~thod, a proletarian way. of attaining it; 
·then that 1e decl.elve and tha:t 1n ita elf . .,i:i.l either bl'ing· 
-o·n· tho socinliAt :rcrca d.1rcctly or ihc:lircctly. 

Of coura-3 the t_ight agnine t the t-rage slavery ot the 
~-:orki.ngc-l.ass was central to the· Whole ffUSet1on., __ but a_s . 
hP.. ·put 1 t_ -(ngai.n_ in CeJ~ tnl, thie tione_ in th.~_ se. c_t1on on : 
the li'orklng Day) p,:l29 :"Labor cannot·'emano1-pate 1teel:!' in 
~he rrhi te Akin. t-lh~re in_ t.hc·'-blncl:. it is branded_."- . :~ · 

Fu1~the-r~DOr'e: "B~tt out af the' denth or elavery_ a· new lite 
e.': once arc's e. Tho. :first rx•uit of the Civil War was the 
eight_ ho:i.t" e.g1t::ttion, tl-.a.t ran i .. l!-th the sc3Ven..;.leagued boOts 
ot: the .J.cco~otive !rom thr-· Atlantic to the Pao11"ic·, :rrorn'New 
'Eng1.8.n6. t_o Calit'ornifl.. 11 

. . . · Fina ll!l 1 he :Jh0\-!80. thu ·t; the uorkel .. S 11 by their correo1f 
ins-tin~t" at thfl General Congl"CA6 or Labour_ .. in Ba~t1mot•_e _in 
Hl66 had., elnborat<>d the sa.oe princinlo ae had the F1ret 

··!nt"errni Ciorial· ior --th~; tl:r·et :pr-inciple f-G-..~- t'rQ~dc=.-: ~"''C thC .. l1mi 
of'. thP. _1vor1':.1nB dny. Th~ rulee of' th1.1 \VoY.ing Men 1 a Interna­
tl0nal .:\!Jsocintlon, ao tho Cl .. gnnizat1an· that ~re know_ as __ -,the 
First Intern!it!omtl, l~f\s ct"ic1a2-.ly name& (and these .were wr1 
by Mnrx) s tn trd.: _., 

. _u'l'ltat .the. economical subjection or the -ms.n 
o-r l.abou.r tO the :r.ono?cl1ser of t!l~ means Of lnbour, that is 
thA s:;ourc'e of 1iee, lies at tha bottom of servitude 1n all. 
i "t!! _f'ot:'ms, -ot- s.1.1. t>QCi-!l~. misArJ; :t.~ntsl Je.:p·adat1on 1 and -
!JOli t!.C-91 U.z:q;end~nc~; -

' 1Th'lt tha ccon.,;aioal ;unanolpatiion or' the 
clasaae 1s th~~~~ore th~ great end to which nvery- po11t1ca~ 
mo 1teinent ought to be silbm ... di:'la-!.tf n.r; a. moans; 

14 Tb~~ ali c!'forta u1~11llt! uti the great e·nd 
hnvt; hi th(lrto !"a.1l~d trom "::he ~""ant o~ solidat•i ty between the 
man1t'ol'l t1tv191ons_ of l::ibou:r :.n enoh ooun~ry, and· :fr.om_ tho,­
nbsnnce o:r !'ratornnl bond of uni.Jn be"t-..faAn th~ working 
of d!.~t'~r'f!!!~ COW.ttrillSj n 

Tho :onP. p~rson who w,:,~kecl au~ 

"1!.. on:r.~:t: J;hfl .. Ne.ero to .. t .. h" lc:.bol• 
_ whQ7rt\n)\1 11~ o_tudy .. of th£: ~~~~K~A5~~i~~~~~i~;i in lOGl. and the condl. •~ on 
n:rter C!v11 \'faro to D~ o.f na BB' 
it in~ hl.s mn.'ly thAs•e on Quentlon. I 
ha~ tho Seleotod ~lo!'}:,, c:!' ln "/ol :\II (New 
on- th~ Laws cr Dev~lopm~n~ or sm in Agriculture:. 
Cnpi tE.li ~ar. ~ad.Ag::-1culttn•,· 1n } JO!,;, \~·!ll t1nd .some 
pCnRtrnt1ng analysis Oh the qu('l of f!hnraoropper in _the. 
Sout.h. \·:c built H socd rwrt o! au~~ P\"r:olut1cn on the. Negro·,· 
th.t:..t. If I find ,~ ccpy ~-r m;,· ot'ig!nnl n:.,ticlo onttMarx1om 
th(• Ncc:oo'' ! ": .. 11 enc.tnae 1 t. 

I hope this has hnlped.1n the particular 
are 1ntnrcstod in. As to Morgan Gcodsor. or any othPr organ1 
t1nn~l problems, I cannot possibly interfere because I do 
know, and I waul~ f.ollow Johny 1n all such mattars, 
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Apr1~ 2? ~ !.951 

Dear J: 

Although I sttll do not see any potnt to answering the 
docume-nt of' Warde & _-h'r1ght '~'hich is ne1 ther an answer to our 
document .~1 t:te11 ~ to thf;) convention, nor to our e'hal~enge !!:!,_ 
the convent1_on' that we are :tnterestfld not .in an abstract diecue­
ston or etate capttaltsm but in the concrete question or th& 
naturs or .Stalinism and how .to :!'1ght it, I do.c;;ish to make a i'ew 
~a hoc remarks. These ~ll·natural!.y not concern them8e~ves · 
"~<:!. th their name call.ing in the prooeea o:r wbich they .att!!ibute 
the1r.des1y,nat1on or ue to·ourselVe§o*seJ.~-avowed rev1s1on1atsn 
who, --poor ~:!·oul.s, are 11 unconsc1ous" of't~outmo.dedu their ideas 

. a~e_ tor in· ~heir desire to, ·and constlructi.on· ot, •an 1dea1 system 5 

,·out o1" a -?non-MarXist type o? _reaction• to the monetrcsl1ty_ or 
Stalin~\e.m. have run to the "mu21eum of ·pre-Marxist antiqa1-t1es• 
·and come up With' 11 pol.1t1oal inertia" and "prof'ou.nd pessim1.sm•· .. > 

(That~ a natura1 :!'or to the Fourth~ to bel~e that Sta1:!.n1em 
!! under -"tho pre::::!!!"e o-r t:'h~ -~11la6s" would l.ead·· the revo~ut1.on · · 
can sho,· noth.1ng but "profound pessim1'em11 ; ): ana 'now dori''t· even' .·, :·~ 
support T1to1st Yugoslavia as everYbOdY e~se(except the Stali~ets; 
liho ·nevertheless must .ill.Q. have our support in their struggle. · 
against 1mpAr1al1st America 1;h1ch supports Tito)doea or ahoul.d • 

. . · Nor 8.m I too interested 1n ·their underconsump,t1on1am, . 
although the document reeks ~~th i~- FR~ the real point o:r that 
underoor.sumptionism is thet, sin.ce -~~Yrl!t-olutionistsl it mul!t 
d1~rer ~om that of ~~e trade union bureaucracy. it rinds 1tee~ 
deep in the ,quagmire or .muddying up the very: o18sa content or 
Marx•e·eeonomic categoriP-s. It waE this in ~act.whioh ma~e·ne ' 
~eh to comment at all,· ~ ror 1n.work1ng-

II me with rorce that the one conneot!ng 11nk o:r all Marxists (not 
!
r.Q-D on Bukharin and then glanotng at their empty document it struok 

rev1eion1ste, 'but revolutionary Marxist theoreticians) 'Who haTe 
'I t'S.iled. to grasp the essence o~ Marxism ~or their epecit'1o · ep"ooh 
It is: single out some basic element in ca-oitBaUst production "si}!rc- 'which to them has illnly a teehnioa1 aspect and then begin to 

~l4)o..,.il e;,. its class content, . - · 

~~~';:\\,.::.C'::,7o-=~::;r \'latch this sequence: Let's take Roea Luxemburg t'1rst. The .· 'VI "single' theoretical blunder which made her roll o~ the lU.rx1st · 
1

11
, rails '"'!lB the ·question of .the accu.muJ.ation or caP~ tal.--the dan1i:i.l. ·.; 

that c/v was the Das1o law o:r oapita11et development. The minute' 
ahe denuded that discovery o:!' Marx (In actuality Marx added only 

· three economic ~ategoriee, constant and variable capital, and 
labor power; va1ue and surplus value he gave a speo1t1o retine­
ment but they ·were· among the discoveries ot olasa1cal bouraeo1e 
eocnomios; same holds true also ot' class struggle: it is ita 
development to the dtotatorship o:f the proletariat "hioh is new, 
and MarY~n, and. not its mere existence.) o:r its~ charaoter 
and. said evan as W & W (p.14) that in tll11 'abstract :rorm• 
1t wad true of •any and al~ economic systems•, her theory~ 
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or n~oeae1ty to result in the tollowtng: l)the main source o:r 
capitaltet aocuJDulat1on wns •non-capitalist groups•. The :!'aat 
that by its hair she drag"ed in the ~oletar1at to overthrow. 
capitalism 'long bei'ore• tt had exhr.ustbd 1tsel:!' in non-capitalist 
l11ndo did not help rrom 2)misunder•tan<ling entirely tho naturft · 
ot 1mper.1a.l1om \"lhich embarked upon 1 te ad·venturPs not tor 
attainlnz any•averng~ rnte of orotit• or becnuse it could net 
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e~a•D"redietr1but-en ite. valuea within the country but because 
the decline in the rate or prorit at home and superpror1ts· .~,,o••~.· 
etc.eto,&tc. So that this one error or not seeing thLee.n~l·~~rs~~ 
capi tal1st1c nature c:r c/v which !(arx so laboriously a 
led th1a orthodox Marxi~t tc revise Marx's CAPITAL. · 

t!> Now take .Sukharin. What were h1e. theoretic premises wh1t:'lh'•.: 
ledtnim becollling the theoretician or ·stalin1em1 You. can· aae it. 
in .1 ts :ti!'st bloo!ll in hir, 'Eooriomioe or the ~ranoition.Per1od1 • 

·when ·he rede:f"1nea every:_ eoono.rilio eS.tegory _of··Marx 1 e _CAPITAL:',::·: 
z•obb1ng them or their s],)eciricllixxyn:oqrtt'ldbti: class cont.en-:, ,. 
ft~per1mposing ~pan·the econo~c baae &he eublective ror1ect1on 
oY.--noint · o~ view: ~)A commod1 ty was not a oommog1 ty when· it_ was·: 
"oon_sciously regulated 11 as 1 t was ·in a- worker.n state· 2)_V!ilu.e'·: 
wa~ a law. o-r anarohl.o_ capitalism although· 1t. ;.ms. •-the:].n'W'<ot' 
its equilibrium~, and hence did not operate during transition 
per1od_whene_prod.uot1on wa.s"p1anned1 .• etc. ,etc. down ·the::Utae 
o1'- thA _o_a.te~tor __ 1es. ,.ori.ces .. waszes. cr1see: .. _ 'Oro~1t •. -B~:-- that __ ti'ma 
could OOnClUdA w1 th- the greatest" show or" ~hetor1C thiit·: moreover .. 
capl tal1sm wae inconceivable w1 th the political rule o:r the· · 
proletariat and •since• workers state meant political rule o:r 
workers · 

tal.i 

And "hat d.id Bu harin do in the meantime, wh1le"eubst1tutina;,. 
coneo1ousnese and unoonso1ausness ror economic law, plan ~or 
anarchy and 11 eoc1.9.1 group1ngs 11 f'or olase lines? Why 110 he 'WB._a_ ~ 
dri.ven to take a second look at state oapi ta11om and 1"1nd1ng -the1•e -. 
too conecioue plan plus technical intelligentlllla"i he''!'a1:d'now. 
thnt was just :rind; all we have to do now is- to c_ aas angl.9, that 
is to discipline, it to work•:tor"thc ltorkers. '-~--- -

Now tai<e Warde & Wright (and l~urray and the whole Fourth). 
They 'parenthetically" (and without mentioning it 1s their, not 
Marx's parontbesi_s!) put 11 v" ne~~ . ..__to J.aborors and "c 11 next _to 
means of nroduot1on when th~~these two elaments--~aborers. 
and means· or product1on--wii1 remain under al~ oystema but thee 
apecial manna~ in which the union 1e accopplished distingu1sh6&B 
one ooonom1o ~- epoch :rrorn another. There they stop, i.~strad 
o:r idnntirying, as Marx had done that that special mannAr under 
capitalism is precisely the relahonehip or clv. No they d else~ 
that spec1:ric category e.nd th rAb deolas~ thR sohPrt.=t o:r o 
!J9tlduot1vity. 

They speak ot p~ductivity as it wore 
question except•ot course# speed-up is bad. 

mere 
a/technological 

Now hav1ng shoved 
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the worker away :from tttho abstract plan~ at' prod.uct1v1 ty" into 
5¢ more en the hour, the sweating worker mu~t perforce look at 
rtlhnag~ment as i.:f 1 t were a question. of 11 pure1'1y rune tiona~ duties 
o~ adru1n1strat1on and supervision.~ Now~ ~ned you have· done, 

. 1 t 1 s easy to redef'ine everything in the Rue sian factory, which 
they never bother to· approach .at all, and so 'they can afford to 
sneak nbout some ~abstract 11 economy" and reduce--to use an expreee1cl 
of- Hegel 1 s--"the wealth of' ma'ni!'old determinations• "to the simples· 
momentaa. Thpge are: 

. Capitalism is private' property and the- bureauc· 
rncy a.cean't 11 o·..mll thP. means of' production--eo there is explo1tat1o1 

lmperia11sm-1e export·or capital, and Russia 
must ~oOt still rath~r than export--so al~ of Eastern Europe can 
rest assured there 1e no imperialist nxploitation a~ them. 

· Etc •• etc.,~tc. 
l:f, however, 1 t was a/v, ah, that would. be a· 

dit'f'arP-nt story. WPll, l<ihat is tJ/V and why 1su 1 ~ prccent -l.n Ru!!!ie..~ 
s/v :I.e tho degrea of' exp~oitat'!.on aohieved through relat'!.onsh!lL 
c/v. Since aurp1ua value or unpaid surplus ~abor comes only rrom 
variable capita~(and that gan undergo VRr'!.ations in magnitude 
prsclsely because in the factory it ie not·a mere•element or produc; 
t1on 11 but living labor) and since constant capital (means· o't 
production 1n the f'a.ctory, :na.oh1nes) oan do nothing to expand fts~1: 
by- except thnt 1n 1ta-mase and-nert'~ot1on and ·un1!'o:rm1ty or 
9eetgn 1t can eat up evart•more 11v1.ng labor by 1:ts .speed and 
rat1ona.ll?.at1oh- a~ l.:lbor, then of courS'! its dom1.nat1on o1P'er 
11v1ng men 1s not really such~ joke but axprasses preoisAly 
the ~nryers~ty of the type or producti~n where in dead 1abor 
rules over living labor, not living ~ver dead. 

In one word, in 1-!arx the development ot· the labor process 
'from s1illplo cooperation to ml'lch1no:t'acture 1s the degradation or the 
worker :t'Y'om where a new now+"'r which has been initiated. by many· 
workers working togeth.-:r 1n one place, ·:llllX'Wll.ftER::d:!:.xZiau'tmaer.a:x has 
bePcn rette~nd bv its beoom1ns a m~nns MflADS tor e~traotlon oX unpa1 
hours or labor efr set by machinA and thus oomplat1ng the perver~ 
rPln tion of' tlead cv~r J.1v1ng lnbor, En;ne1-eh!!d 1n 1 t however is 
thA oooneratlve torm o:t' the r~ture--the soc1al17.at1on o:t' lnb~· 
•Th1oh, when :rread t'rom the dom1,n~tion by- ~he machine, it· can 
reveal tt. et!':lr-eoti vi ty JtR~~IiEU:1r~ where not only the 
productivity will bn unmatched but eo wil~ the new social man. 
With LuxAmburg, Eukharln, thP. Fourth, on the other hAnd, c/V 1s a 
mere 0 e:q>r-esa1on 11 as 11' s/v or thn exact degree at: explo1tat1on 
couj.c1 be d.1 vorced t .. rom the mnnnnr in which 1 t 1.e ach1nved, or 
the discUssion of' 11 div1s1on of nat1onnl 1noome" could oh..qnge whet 
1e tnking plnce 1n that :t"!:.G.Iiory. 

In truth, Aach ~tage o'f cnp1tnl1st p_roduct1on has posed but 
two question A: sPl"1"-n.ot1 vi ty o'f th,. "!otkPr ve, the plan ovor the 
\oiorkAr. I:r at e::t.ch n'ta.ge of" the cri sifll of' cap1 ta11am--whether 
1t 1:1aa large-scnle oV~t" petty (.Proudhon) 1 or monopoly impe:r1al1st1c 
over tre~ oompRt1t1on (Lu xcmburg), stnte-cnp'!.talism and trnnait'!.on 
p~r1od ov~r planlensneee (Bukhnrin, LT)--you snw not ~he revolution 
nry 1nto:-•yent1on ot the maesee ns the !!Olut1on, but oonsc1o1.1.s 
plenn1ng--.Y.2.!:!,r thAory 1nev1 tnbly FlndAd nR beine nnt1.Q.1pRtory ot 
thP bourgooie eolution, whethc:tr Lu,.;emburg of Keynrfs, Bukhnrln ot 
StRl1n '0lue Attl-ee P.to. rtc WP. ruunt n~·11 thnt ann pol.nt: 1:!' you 
denude M,,rx' e cntnAor1~s o:l' clf'lSB content ,you nnd with onnon1 te clo 
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:Ii' _-_ ori ·the-_--Other hand; .our- Resolution takea Up- both- _thtistJ: . ... 
·maJor potnts, then I propose we leave W d> W just ~rhere.the;j"are;· 

Yrs, 

\ 
\ 
\ 



\ 
- \' 

· . ' ·; ..:_.:s_lBo,.. : 7ll:t l.etter in the Ruu1an Complete ·war~ 
_datecl;anua.ph 4 0 1911! :It 1a adclre01el! "to "the encyclopaedia 
Grana Yh1o a WI nC!:epted h1s Eaaa;r and 1 t 18YBI . . 

•1e i"t po.,.ible at1ll "to include ooms· 
oo:rr_eoUona .to the part on. tbe d1aleot1o7 ' 
:l'l!lrhapa yo11 11:11:111 1<111 clrap "'" a lin. "llhen 
prao1eel;r 1t will go to prsas (edayetaya 

lr nabor) and wen 111 the :f1nal date tor 
preaeatins Dorrect1.<?1JI!.•_ ;lis preo1ael:r ' 
"With th1e q11eat1o!i that 1: b.aYe been 00Cilp1od i 
ror t.be-l.aet·· ·month·"an4-a"li&l.r and :t th1nk ·r 

that :t oculd add eometh1ng 1t "there vera time.~ 

E:T1d;~tl7 there ...;.. ~o tims.· 'l'he' lnayolopail1a had o~l~11t {1 
the 11aotionc: on Soclallollra and 'l.'aot1oe or the Clau etruggle • · 
a. published. It wae publ1shd. t'1r=t 1n 1 te oompleta torsa · j 
(that 1e "1<1tho11t the oaiaoione, l:uo Wlth no .,/!1';1ona a1thar) 1 1n 102.5 ~ -, 1 - • ! 

l'ra, 
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'""' ·~·~·· ""ECee .. '" ""Ck!. ~~~,7,~.,~~ -·~mi~~ are 'out 'on e+r __ .. ~~ 
Not~~ould have happened mol-e .auep:l.cioua both to open· up Otlr 
paper and to .have us J.oorn i'vom the .wol•kcrs. It is not. bp:l.ng 
.covered by tho cap! talist prose. ~re .. could como out >11th ,tho 
very i'irst iasuo as a apoo1Bl iaaue devoted to .the minora and 

_ahead oS: tho Opt. 15th deadline. It i'ollo"a integrally i'rom our 
· ,d'ov.olopmont: ~minor~. at c and tho beginning oi' our t'j.ght 

on. the .Amcriocn. quoet:l.on· ·· minora. strike lllld tho· .end. oi' our 
or.por:l.onoo '11th the l'IP; 95 .minora strike lllld a now rov.d is 

- op'?nodo_ · · -- . · · _-_ ·· .: -

' . OrJ.·v.ndo v.nd Robbins (o1' P:l.ttsburgh) aro going to ·I~ oat Vv .• 
today; T:l.bbo-ct :I.e 1'ollo·.,1n!; tomorro>~, 'Ph1ll1pa ·and All1aon have 
boon in touch with Pittsburgh. I1' the e1tunt1on looks ne 11' 1~ 
tlouJ.d. dov·o:top_ :f'ur-tllo:r-1- -I th1.i'1k ··thr~t -;you- c.B tho ohC'.1rmcn of-" _tho 
llidwos.t Labor Fcdorat.ion should go do\m to bo thoro on tho spot. 
In rny case, Il.m nak!ng tho Pittsburgh dclogr.tion to soc thnt 

·· .this \<oo.k~nd gota written up ~cry 1'Ully by 11. Vn and thomeolvos ·~· A,-<'·c 
Nld is 1J::mod1r.toly aoCt out, Uor tnpoe ~!r « 

.. ·~~a .ocnd:l.ng. it dow. n to t tho minora tvJ.k:l.ng o1' tho . $5< ' · .. · 
· /{';'~~ in ;their own wo a. . • no m a "' revJ.l 1f!..:~ ,~ 
~c__ovcnt, end wo should tcko t'Ul a vantnge o1' .1 o . ~;,;;...\ 

· . · I· ~1111 · be in NY th.lo \<Ookond l:'.rid dieouae. it fully with tho • 1}v1! . . 
CLC. Lot · mo knqw "nd lot J.!nrk ltno>r whnt you think 1n:mod1ntoly0 

If tho eitu~.t1'li!. is urgent, I am ,.el:1ng Orl=do to bo sure to 
tcJ.k to you on tho phone or rather have Phillips do thnt. 

·youro, 
'Dougl~.a8 

9313 



Septo 17 ~ 1951 
·_:," :··· . 'I • 

···;·, 

:U;•S..Oe- Further. treatment ·of'. ·. · 

in force. 
~nndle iil a:nq"i;;hor way ns .f'ar £1.3 prpcoc.;,w~~ ·it:: concerned, 

tho rO?ta ,.o:;' a.n~thcr serious ho.ng9vef;:whiy,h we )l.~v.e· to- get· ri~ Of', 
are negat~vo; The .new positive ·el'Ome~~ yrill npybar ·in the course 

Correspondence~ .. ... ' · · · ·. · · · · 

whole PolitiCal attitude cxPrc~ilced. 'in'·tbo memOrandum is ttamall 
· ccmpletelu' 1.'hti momo Bavs thr:it this lsiuo'· o!' th_e paper v1ill as-
local·_ bi-,·_a soufid .. ~oiul-:is,. \fuat it vd:ll_ do iS ruin_!Our 'local-..' .. 

. local· is esto:bli~h~d··nnd its biois is sound •. Thill individuc.l; a 
,1.\~i . .-.'/m<>m·ber·, or that_ individuEil~:a.::£rioli! 1 .'-will a.s lltSt.t~, move resolutions, 

. help call_ .. out_·_ tho miners: o.:rld d.o evory iri!lf~lo thing- needed;, as me:mbers or· . 
f'riand~ or the Unt·on· or the· >l<*kera. t'fr.~; .~s·:a local, have·absolutoly no rig'h~ 
to appear. i1o have nothine; to cstubl :!.;;;h. It iS e:xr.ct).y. 'tl1nt which hns -ruin­
ed the others. Our businoss is to '';ithdrnw ouruelves na a local. Tht~t is · 
what happened the last;_ time.~ .4.nd i;:ho.t ;·Jas pc;-l'e~t .•. .E::xactl:r what, "iiii5:TI ask, 
ru;-e _we trying 'l.;o est:o~blish the loqQl p.o? : We ~:.c;- s9ek~ to m.a.ke close con­
tsct. and dro·wn ourselveo in a social miliou·.o: Yfc t1;i"e he.ving our orgnniz3tion 
tight_ d.nd dJ.sc:tpl~ned for ourGelves, nc..t i'Or fi.DJ=:t;Quy.'.~lso. . · 

. - ..... . . ,• . 

2). From .this -h:tTical liP o.ritl SliP' mon-e::-~rit:( c:~Cs·=tho ~raccdure proposed. 
on·the po.par·. -The memo s::-.ys i;i}c-.t. .. \'to ::.rc r;oinc to show. whet a. \'torkorsl pr..por 

. -should be, c rur.r·~des a.r..:d !'~ichd's ~·. ·~'hat bOr.se,nSe . is thi's 1' vie hP.ve _a- poU.cy · .· 
on the J?O.p:lra In o. truly o.dm.iro.bl.o rnomo by'Chcster (11 -c~:PY!o:f' which I hoJ'O: · 
\'l.:lS sent to Ricky_ with £>. cr,l"·.;rtl.~· cOverihg 16.tter) : 't!hat ~.pbliqy, or corto.in. 
aspects. o:f it_'nppecr. 1 remind you tho.t .. T.;he pl:lper is for.' us, 75 copies, 
a.nd a :fow·for ethers or :ottr·.f'ric'rido·\fal')' bo•intefe::;t"ih Tho.t was nll.·~ 
But r.a.o,.; \'16 _, -tvith an u.S, a.nd not ovo_n the nar:lO. of' 
the pap..i'r; or the decid? th~t uo u.ro goill£5 to 
sha.;· (in the; :rY~xt t'.'IO ,,_.o~kc) -.;hat n worke}·s•. -pa.,_por should ~7:.-Show whom? 
And show ·them \;i.1Ut'l )'lhc..t ~.;he mi1~r;J thf:mcch·o_::; orQ sc.~i.ng? Stir.ely. Chis is 
without ::e!lSe, .or th<; ccn:cc -:rt:.thcr :i.s pu~c: ShP. "\'{o .r.oc.lly: ·.~n:.nt' to sliow the::n. 
I!! kncr,..,.. -.And they did:l1t • .And no:tt to them,.· \'1~:~.-~f:lri~:. ~q '::J::ot·{ the worker~. -: 

From thi:l comos .. tha :?ro~oS~Al· t.o ooud limder~·d'~n:-··thtai-o to Odit·c.nd'to • 
orgauizo o.nd scrJorQ.lly _to le:...U 1 ike S':!P lcr.durs. ~l.'hut· is wrong. :=hoy did 
vcr;; '.':ell twc·:,~nrs ng•.:o. Thuy will do t.c..ttor no\1• The ··lottor _doseribint; -tho· 
o·v-ont_s ,,':ls *1 first ... cla..:;o pioco ot' ;rorl~, rot.listic o.u4 yet rot:.dy fol' 'develop-· '~ 
mntG. ThCy should be- buoy incorporating othurs- down thorc, sir.kirJb 'their . 
npocif'ic O_Ti£:l.nir-:tional itlt:~ntlty. In ruct we hAve '!10. c.u.-:h iocntJ.'b:r, tho ro~r 
or forty-l'our o • u&:"'Ltt€ 'thOJ.1. wl'itc. Lot them edit. Thoy should ho.vo v.rri-c .. 
ton'to Hormnn (r.ith copy to tl1e contor ur.tl to Doue;l"ss) • Ho chould decide 
who.t ll(:;lxt. _ Now note thia • Ii' you thour:ht ho wc..s brC't:..kinr, down on t.hc job, 
oo.ll him_, or 'tho r;ccr..:€::-.. fy mi(;ht drop him nn inq\llrin;; lino-,. or V:. Va.. oould 
sc.y to you: \-VB wo.nt more help. You dooidod \1ithout Horman. Thnt hns c. hi.s­

·tc-ry ir.~. tho S\·IF. Aa it ia thi:l 'U!'C ore:f".ni&o.tioml driv9 uop. going to r.ooult 
mc.inly in publishinG c.' p::..pc;r with in!'ormc..tion a.ni pol ic ios f'or tho miners .. 
Who by tho wny _\·r..s publishirllj it? \'n1r:.t orr;anir.c.tion? --r-c:1n ·not 'boir~ polcml­
o.:J.le I!' I w.-..ntod to ba, I could r.::tu.J.ly rn"lku rnincomcnt o!' thr; whole achomc, 

If' tho f'riondc in V!. Vc.. felt thu nr:Nl ror publioution, lot them cot 
their friontla r.nd synpc.thizOr"", nnd rubli~h thomuolvuc, untlflr nr.y nnmo thoy 
"'11W'; Johov7h1o HitiK•O:Hl>Js, ir th~''Y ~.-.:~nl, •·x~;§. oul'""fii5:tnc, or whc~tcvot• mmo 
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you· we:~.-e _going to ohooso. Evory littlo two by !'our org~n1.Lto.t.i:on :t hr~vo evor 
been ascoolated with is" always burning to jump f'..hoad· and .leo.d, .·\'te o.ro Jjot 
loading aeybody or &ny:thinga That is o'11r lim, pa.rty- policy, Ci!o:.:ng,o "it, but 
do not plo.y with: it. ~ above" all: is .who.t.!!! a'€o..OO !'or. _ ' · 

Aa u~u~l ·with 'adventure of' this kind,· th~y play havoc with the org.an-ir:.a­
tion. You will cxcito the f'riends everywhere and .in tho'- end get ,nothing· but· 
disillusiomaont;. This is inevitable.,. You_ nt the top nr.c·· doing this ... · On the_, 
other Mnd:by l<Jtting the loca.l.do it"'aHn work, aE"--the thing grO'.vs, .it·· mtt:r_-
nlly- incorporates all to help them;_ i'f" it rcmB:~ns normal, it remains normo.l. 

·\'w"hnt Horma.n· thinka I 'dOn't know, b.lt ·if ho i~ mad, or diss~tisf'ied he_ is 
ort:itled to ba.· I. h<?PJ ho says oo. You_c~nr.:.t sit in.l,?·Universitv" Place .in 
o.n oi'i'ice· and direct t.."le clnss struggle or run out from ;there periodically to 
do So~ ·. ··- · · · · . .............. · · 

. · ;But';;;~~ an ~pportunity to lau~:t~~P.rT-~s llJ3 c~ns a . 
fre~.d ... ng,.co:::t.pe.;:.t.mG-nt.-~·,1.am.~..a.p.p.ruiQ..!L.iO those~~ QUI m~rship nnd 
our- IOOmbol·shi"P_ a.!!:d. their_ fricnds_ .. is the .orii_y nudicnte I nnve . l.n ml.rid £or. tho . 

·.-

po.por. Lot )1~ ·vco J?ublish £or our pooplee Let them· publish and send round:.. · 
I!' they gat some o:r the boys togothor and through 0: local publish £or the min­
ers. let_ thein s~nd it· round., or sond. copieS and ask us to mimco extracts and 

liinf~oi.rim~nil~l!ioi~1:uiis~a1nd~io~ujr~r~r~i!oinidisl.~~L~c~t~;tlh~c~m~i!~~!!~~~~ln!d~s~c~ndf.!,~!Lieit~t~h~o~m~a:·Isk 
1 

NoY• Detroit to arrange o. mooting to coiiP to.lk. --- ~. / 
But . ; -=' /-:_ ~ _: 

~ ... ' 

I 
when it 

get out the 
· wo systomntico.lly 

o.t hnvo Ucanvontion which 
will-plo.co on nt;endo.; · be our orgnnizntion,. . I. 
_with l::G.sis c nd roots nnd o.nyth.i..m: hupno~ _·this po.pcr . ~,. fJ. , 
. takes :to· tho _fiold in , - ~J.o IOonDn w. vc;\ will continuo ~ > {-n / 
to s!11k itself_dClep.o.nd · But we will_ be something., with m::..torio.l 'if ~<~ 
to show whc.t we o.ro,. a. press,. and o.n orr..~a.tllzc.tion knit to7,othor not only by If \,_.SI'J~ ) 
those ·bU.t by_ o. yor:.r'a i'unctioning ·togoth.lr. But toda.y,. now. whon th. o umbili-11£. "~. 
co.l cord is not yC~t c.ut,.- to sto.rt throwing our limited rcsourcus into this is -- 0: 
in my opinic~ totull' ·;n-o:ng.. It is not o.- miotr:.ko, nnybody cnn mc.ko a. st~rious fYJ~_!-"".1 
micto.ko • It is "· o iticto.l_syn:.pt..om..~~· It is the old lcc.dership or tho workers D f q[M. 
complex, tho. old lc ~ . 0 ro ,no . .: CC:1t01' complex., o.ll the thiDgB WC have '?,...I oau--
to root out. Lucl:ily I :lena ·ill turn up aguin und c.gnin. I hnvo 
snid thc..t it \lill ta.l:.-.: u :.1.bo'.Jt c. yonr o hnvc: thinr;S Get up -in such ·a. way 
thc..t_\·fuorovc,r it ::..ppoo.r:; t_ cun bo Jumped up~ll by ·_oycrybody. 

Yihr.t to do? .A lctt.Ol' should hc.vo bo·:.n written toW. Vn. telling thorn to 
.~cop ... in close touch uith llonr.n, nnd ~ thoy \to.ntod anything to c.sk for it. 

'Wot <. d~moro.7 1------------f----.:.t---
.- Tho- th,ings tho.t m:lttor c:.rc E.G.,. a) tho me . . .. 
donccey. Mq1-k b) tha memo by Chaster. 

Ylhnt I um locking to coo ho. porho.ps you nr'o doine; it., I don't 
know) is tho c~timatc of tho toto._ budg,<J,ll~.QJ:--'t.h9... mxt six months ::;o.y 1 nn os­
·timo.to of nccosco.ry c:i}YJnd~~· C Lco risoii'i.5r---.rui; Gt.;crotary 1 s 't.!ls is­
ta.nt~. nr.tion.'ll hco.dqunrtcr~ 

I would liko to ::co nloo n lot~to lo~ls-r-Oo.Q...kir:G thorn to c.rro.ngo nnd 
send in c.s ooon ns posniblo thoir r nJUz.r--.tJQrf:kJ~ot-UE._J O•G• Orgc.nizor, ox­
ocutivo coml.ttoo, frc.usurcr ( if'-nn ~:;;;~{,t11~§ TlOr. l'ro9Ic '"p-:-_o_j~dJ oducc.tion­
o.lnJ nlso stc.pa thoy nro tnkinr, t T(• .t.nu tQ_p..Q)ld...lc..r[:;tL.S~ to tho con­
tor n~ wo discuaccd otc. IJ~ Ol'GO.ni~~'.tiNJCo.l procu~.uro tho~ do wh::.t thoy p~uo.oo. 
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" -
BUt· .. tho co!Itor _must }:novt~ un:i other locnln top_., Tho·,locc.ls should got into 
.tho' ho.hit··oi' not :prcssing .. individuul· .friends for money,· but tc.king o"J.t loans~ 
sondine; lL.rgc stpns -to ~o center quick'ly, :::uW. tho~ scrupulously p:..ying· oti' · . 
the;s~~ lc:>nnc. ~~O.Y• nn..tGt lonrn·to ht:.rdl;,.1 the:S(.) -things rocul:'~r~y c:.nJ f'rooly, 
~nd .not c.s in o ,';P .. und SWP, a. i'ow solt:~mn-:f"cc.:.d and mysterious mnnipula.tors 
ru:etonding .tho.t .thoy c..ro in rculity.Chnr1C'cl1orn of the Prclott'.ric.n Exchoquor~· 
The.t"·i:; _democracy •. The cantor cnn 'Ly its p.,·rsist•:mt L.t·J;ontion to,i·t!loso· mt-

. tGro dirGct tho locn_a. 

. . io.S,.tl.~ .. (iO~. the tmo bC'i.llG) 'thoro~ iO. t_lte.· pnpor. Tho pa.por should bo 
our ·apoolQ.). ba.by., everybody .thinking .dn.y c.nd. nigtrt;, how·.to got it going, how 
~o.-keop .l.t going. ani l'undy to threaten ~rith.oxpuls~onc .. nyono l\lho c.llows ty­
pos· or.sl.9Vc.j_ll.y \fork_.;. Tht..~ r:-ny_locnl shou~d m1Gs _!ts quotn is:~ ·I·considor, 
_impoas i~lo. • ·. · 

... Wha.t· ptocodurc you :;;ho'.lld norr £ollcnv c.OOut w. Va. 1c your businoss on-
. tirOly_. You· mc..y .00 opposed tO my viows O.J!.d decido to .. go choc.d. ~Thc-.t•s up 
to ,Y~u. But you· c..re- '-VI:"ont,;., o.M in my opinion you· sh;.i~.dd not mcroly ehnngo. 
y'Our-vi,uws~·-but ·ahc..ric;o ·it roughly;· inf'orming in- dotnili politicC'.l-do_tc.11:;---

. r.ll· who gat the origj_ml notio;.;" In my opinion this :ts fl suriout: question 
lrr.ro_lving wh __ c-.t. we_ cro brcc.Y.ing with c..nd who.t uo o.rc aiming ct. ;;;loco uro ·I 
sho.11 ta.ko. up. soon. 

Irving· 

.... 
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LABOR 

MINERS' 'lillLCAT STRIKE 

. West·Vi.rginia. Cot. 29-- Uildcat strikes among the 
miil~rs.fli.e probably aa.frequent. as they are among tile :workprs.of- tJ~c larger 
industrial plants·, 1i" not more- so.. ·But the strike:~ are small both in the 
numbers involved And ·in the· amOunt oi' tim8 that they last. An: e..verage C!Jal 
mine may:·hire around 400. miners. Of"ten such a. coal mine is miles .·:f"rom- -
another~-· . Thu3 •. !'rom the very. natUre o£ the ooa·l ind.Ustry • a wildcat strike is 
seldOm a ~peoi:e.oUlar af.t"air. ·~n two.·. or three days the strike is en9ed -~y the 
appearance o£ the District. l"tith the ~1stenae that grievences be settl~d 

-tqr_ough rec~ln.r Grieve.nce·maohinery •. This powart'ul, centralized bureaucracy 
. m&kes·it· mxi: to impossible .fole a wildcat to swoep beyond its small limits and 
to last longer the.n thre51 or !'our· days. · ·:. 

'""'~ _.y-- . -· .. (:rbvio~~l~~: . .'~~~~L(h: .wi·ld~at' .st~ik~ :thni .·oo~urr~~ '·r~·~_ent~y 
1 in the ·mine:~ ·Cf: Pittsburgh Consolidation Coal· COmMany (Consol, -. popular· name) 
. fl£ .. )1/J in no~ha:-n. W:.:;;t.".tirGinia·nas· a "Hildca.t or·spaoia.l sigui.:.'iocirica. It cove;:ed 

f. .. rjlf. 13. miuas, included 5,000 man,. and.. lo.l!!ted !'or close to two.weeks •. It withstood r the COlnbinod pres:~ure ·.of' Con:sol, the U.tt.tr. bureaucracy a an~:~ alway:J hi dine;;· in 
the ~hadaws, tho grent ghost. of.th& government. It covered a total ar~a.of 
same 40 tt.iles and reached the peak o!' ite exp8.nslon in less than tv:o dn.ys •. 
(Nor was it end.,d "''lith a aohoolish reminder o!' the grievance mAchinery.) 

Tho wildcat 
it;_ nor did a~one rore~ee the 
sparked the-strike was· a rather 
its smaller ~inea. it laid· off 
the union, while aonticuine; to 
&truok. Other locals, hearing 

came as n surprise to nll. No o~e expected 
eize,. ~urpceo, or direction of it •.. What 

orude move on the part. o£ c·onsol at one of 
m~ old miners and ~est of the ottioer.s ot 
ocploy men just .roocntl.y hired. '!'he mine 
o£ the 1no1dent. also struck. At a mass 

more.••-
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meet'i"b they formulated their gonls: '( l) cine-wid6' seni.'ori.ty and (2) the 
r~-hiring of' the men that l~sd beon·le.id off. "Qn4t_Q,.___sma-l~l--por-t.ion--oi'-this 
_wne aohi~~d. Instead of mine-wide seniorits thoy got mine-wide seniority 

. Within ·_a·:olaaoii'ice.tion, v1hioh, in turn, was so worded·.aa· t.o·'still leave 
rOom for Conso_l to continue its discriminatory poli-oJ.es-.~ --'rie.ny of the old 
miners and ofi'icers of the one mine were re-hired but- - the general agree­
me'nt ·On oeniority would make it possible !"or Consol· to laY"them .o£f again 

-.in the future~ Thuri, the- _formal aim of the strike· was anly par_tly or 
. __ ... -~ hi\rdly a:ttB.iiied.. Viewed ... fil -this. -light, the men ho.~· silOt ·a aanilon to -kill 

· · __ · B. bird~_ ~the Teal signi£'icinOe oi' the_ :strike came not"·in the ~rm 
"f. z.9-YU oona_ea·aiomr the men gained~ but in the manner in which they were able to 
\f~., lDOb1l1ze themsalvas against all the f'oz:-oos o~pos~d to them. 

. _ The chief str~;~ngth of the wildcat lay~ or oour:se ~ in the 

' 

num~animity, and rapidity with which the cen moved~ This was 
t\ ~ @pl!QpAble), It<ioightl be noted_ in this aonneotion., that many of the same ... 

r~ty-~"~\men~ -loO"a--LS .. and- leaders had -'bean i'igh.ti::..g ·f'.:.~- :=. yo::: tO gei:!l- ''p!!rti~.l-
v \\~'!.autonomy!'. This never got -very far.-- _.The~tern~:i,gtm!__simply ignored their 

._[ffr' ~ appeals, _The Diatriot rudely labeled it (~nl:lilovome~Y and 11o0mmunisttt and 
let it go· at that. And the con themselves pursued tho battle only hal£­
hee.rtedly, It was a.lJ. too plan~~E_he wildcat was not, Nothing but 
the stirrin~s of ~J?--9!\~~ oo~d have produced it • 

· -: -·~' ___ :\\' ·"-~-'~:· NonethelesS, it. soo~\1-~ •. It conquered theo~h_9le 
..:.~on~e below tho level of the Di~-=-xa- the- brficers,-rilnda:--and 
org-iiil~~hes6 looals'"WiirenOTf wea.pons o'f_ the. s'trikers.. ~hua,. it 
f"ollcvted e.lmot=t nntura.lly_ froiii this th!lt,. the, pres:ident~. o£ enoh local 
oonstit'.Jte the leader.ship ·of the strik('. Tl:lis,- then, ·was-· the strike 
t:tommittee. This vrRe the_ strike organization-.-.Here the strength of the· 

apo~7-:-ne.ous ~ldc_~t- str:ke e~~: c_c::'-_~~-ious ~7 
o, 00 ·: O. ~;-t,N:• 

- Thi_s l~£t t'r.a oi.~tri.;t withou~-1\-~~s~:.G~~ the strikers. 
·It was iaolatf3d and surrounded by an angry force o!' 5,000 miners. Alene it 
WO'.lld havt) loot the battle ooropletely. It ran, t_herefore, _to the Internat­
ional. Whe.t the District had not even tried, new the Int·ernational did. 
"Go· ba.ok'to work,."- it said, "and send your grievances thr"ough the regular 
grievance prooedure.11 The old songs the old, old song.- The me!l ~!'used to 
go ·back to work. Woll ' T}l.a Internat:ion~9t_th~ idea. Ij;_:_:{ju,nke) t}?-e -
firi&~~! m~~inery like- an ·o~c-ko_d-e·al.:_a_;_;.!O .• K. ,1'--it~said mort!~ftetly, 
t if"'~cu g'Olie.olt--to-work;""WS":'U:-hegCiti~your detnands for you. 11 A g~ntle­
m~·wculd-h•~~ appreciated th$ saorifiee of the International and.would -
ha.-o:·e politely oomp:"omiaed. '!'he miriers were not getttlemen.. They refused to 
go ba.cl.: to work. _This was too much for the Intcrnntional. It atepp6d back 
to cA.toh its br'!:o.th. (It may ha"J'e whispered sontething to its p.-rtner.) 

. The District _aame forward norr .. -sweet"'r still. 11 Look fellows, why don't \'tO -

Your ~erresentative; .. Ccnsol nnd I -negotiate your demands? ,,,while you 
go babk to work .. " (Of' aourse.) The ll'l&n rejected this proposal the way they 
had tho: others. They ro!'used to go back to work - even with their own strike 
lec.c!ers negotiat_ing £or theC!. .. 

Tho siguifiaanoe oi' this mobi liz:ation of the minl3rs must 
be emph&si~ed. The ~en had done cuch ths sa~e thin& in the earlier strike3 • 
. When their InternR-tional rt!prf!sontatives had urr;ed them to return to work. 
' ' ·' 9318 
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.durfug th-;;· '49 and 1 50 strikes, they also refusad then. But thie wildcat 
Strike differed from the others in that ~t wac the ~ time - in this region 
a:t-leaat·- that ~P,cy had .. r~jeotCd their Interr..et;.:_.:mal" oli ·a strike .initiitted. 

~nd QE.~~i~E'!;l El. themselves. _.!n tlie e4rliflr• ~' .... ·: r~a;.; it still seemed that tha 
~ . -men wero m~rely imple!:lenting the doais:.ons 2no:i d:.:·;Jctions of their +.op_ . 

lee.dar"J ~ even though they oppoised __ what thetr 1;::-t\.!.r.rN urged. But thero was no 
amOigt:l+:;r about this·sti"ike. The _men :'i.C"•.l !"·to..:·tcd. a:!.d orgP.nized·it. ·Now, 
like_- 1.hl) aR.rlier strikes, they rejeot~J. ·t,tf?l~· · u;J.iori l.:JildBrs •· But ·not me:J;"ely_. _ 
rejectt::1 t:hem. Th~y f'orOed th3ir unioll ·1~e.d13rs to· hreak tho .union 11 law" 

1 
· 

_the- contra~t and ._tha grievance prO_oed::.r-"::-. Tney .forced them· to recognize _the 
striker; a organization~ _l'hus ~ despit~ ti:~o 1nsignif"icant seniority concess~ 
ions that they gained,· the s~rikers re7ea~ed their power. 

_ .. ~-l!~t -th~ir. mubiliz&.t;ion also reV'Oaled theiio:-W,-eabtess. 
They knew that the ohio£ basis fOr any sucoO.Sa· was -the mtdntAnanoe 0:!' the 
.2tril::e;.. 'l'h=;r . .:.l:oo' -~ew; hllwuv..:.r-; iihat; _ £ai- .i-ull.' ouoc"e-ss- the _S"t;rilce -had. to be. 

__ extend~ •. -- 5_,000· men was· n'ot enOugh agl!!-inst th8 .Supei-ior ·.forc-es of ConSol and. 
· the union bureaUcracy. !.Io.ro, .tiiE.ny more would ·nava to be''involved. They · 

· instinctively re'~i~Ze.<f that . only tho .inclUSion ;of' the ·non-Cons'Ol.rilineS .woUld 
help them. For th~s a central organization·was needed,. capable of giving 
thelr initial- -;.::~~13e a renewed an_d ·organized.-diroction. The other minee 
were small and,. isolated. They were not tied together the. way the miners o£ 
Con~cl .. were •... A seri~u8 and Sua~~ ·st~·ggle for cooiplete· succesJr _ ~-

~
e ,z:;.olude. them. H~re, 4\o~ni.y _thei~ strengtb bt_lt P.lso ·their tfteaknMa),. 

· t _£o~. _.-~ o:oganizati'o!! ~---they .h!,! ~- ~ ~- ancf::the-ir, ·· - . 
~eS QentS" .:"'....!!!.!~adapted £0~ thtJ kit:.cl ~·l!lVeeping·~ tho_ IDB'tl Vtishod. 

e: strikS~~rSSaw the _figllt as p::-icnrily e. Co.D.:!ol .fight-within thei.r · · 
pe.rticuliir-·D1~i"o.t. ·-·f'h8f'Were oppOsed to extend:ing the strike. Still~ the 
men were pat!_!nt .-_Ylithout:-t;he-ir- 'lfande.ra -and the oi"ge.ni::B.tion~ all would be . 
lo:st •. ,Raiher .t;&;h~ienat~ tli8;_;::.,J.~!:g_~rB)or dividing- thelli by prissing- £o_r 
the,exteqsion a_ e strike, th~ men OUose'tO wait.·-Their leaders-might.yet 
learn,: especially w:ien the strike· reao-hed-'i'tQ ariSis. -· -;_-- ~. . .._· .. 

. ~:~~~~~~eiio-f;p~~i~~-~!!-. ~;-_cv~-~--t~'i~-~-~:~~~i~: ·: Th~~-~r~~~s -came. 
The District made itS la~t· or:er: representatives or the men, the· Dietriot. 
&nd Consol would negotiate while the men returned to work. Here was th~ 
cruoial·test !'or tha.ir· orgo.ni:o.tion· A.nd it~'-leader.s. Would their lee.ders_nCll! 
yiold to the Distr-1-ot 's reccgidtion'· Of them··- or. wou-ld they rejeo_t-.t~e District 
and ~prc&d the str!kC'f)Bad the cen: rePlly won the_...un:S:_on machi~? )Was. it · 
re!!~ly oapabl.., of' t..d~in;; what they wanted it to '\_0?--....'-Seol!!ling the-aanger, the 
men did what they had ·nat done earlier. Th~y un~dusly rejected the 
District's after and pre~sed to extend the strike to other Consol mines beyond. 
both the District and the Sto.te o£ l'lest Virginia. ~h~y gave th,-ir leaders a. 
oloa.r mandate. Would the .strike leaders follow i-tr?- ,No sooner was· this: 
me.nd&:te. given thnn the lea.~r_l!_c~p_~tulated .~o __ 1;:he .. Diatriot pres3uro - behind_ 
t~e. ;~___.ao..ke-;o!' -th~' .me.1i';• .. 'Xliey aocept:~.d the-District's offer.. What nc~e }(ad been 
~bl.e to -~o,. th_e:~, di,d; bhe,y .~e~t -the men he.ok to work. The organiza"t;ion ed 
~aador~ thFt tho man won.had new turned· against tho men. The District. had 
r~-a~ptured' the union maohino i~ hftd 1ldst. ~ha men returned to work, b~~ 
and angry. . ~- -

.... 0- '.: \. 
•1: 
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Nov.23,l951 

Hello: 

I will. take the bull by the horn by deepening the error in 
one. essential respect but at least clearing the question or·tone 

. once and _:for all; .it is or long standing. If: the ol<l me must be 
.thro"-n out--and much or it mus~-let 1 s at least see :ruJ.ly what 
it·is we're throl<ing out. 

Fit•et then the deepening. I 9J.!1 know why your tone -
bad. You "had just re_cei ved a letter w1 th a glaring pali"tioal 
e~ror written in a non-serious sty1e from one who is so enamored 
o:rthe constant expansion o:f ideas that she o:rten loses her polit-· 
leal. moorings •. Precisely because I knew all·. tha"t I hurried a 
mth a .:foll<nr-U:p •. Not only thalli you did no"t at al.l surprise me 
by nevertheless accepting the proposal as. a method to be tried; . 
:r-.1'-..neu- yOu ·wou1d• you never bave acted otherwise in a sc~1ous 
mat·ter. -Nor ·am i UT".s.were that you too mu2t ·not be imposed upon _ 
a1"ter __ so many._ year a_ ot ex11e S.nd suppression and you must wr1 te _ 

- f'!'eel.y .- · ·-Neverth81ess· I rp;;utg .-'th~-· ncte .. e...~d.-.~0~.-:tMt ___ you have, . .. :; 
brought everything else in with which I shall deal '~!!!!!!!~> l.ate·r,-·I 
must go to the roots o:r this tone. You did not; you immediately 
d1•opped 1t to. go to more serious matters. 

. Now then what happens to tone in internal relatione as 
I u.nd_erstand 1 t. .Lenin was most meticulous in- not bringing 1.n- the 
olaas div1s1ons into the party, not even in the Will. I~, ho ~ 
said, it_ was a class divil!.ton, there is no· sense in talking about -
it at all; the dictatorship would :fall, and that wae that, but 1:f 
~twas ~persona.l."'peto.etc. At a much earlier·per1od ile asked that 
Stalin be expelled ror slapping a comrade in Jail. It is simply 
1mpoee1ble to work out a line it' that is the political atmosphere 
among revolutionaries. (You noticeci 1m not tal.k1ng at all about 
a d!p~omatic :false tone which 1a What characterized the s•l' and· 
~1hich once bothered'!!!~ and ..W.ch I thought we got rid of. in the · 
old ne'tr ne1•1od.) ~ Tone also enters into relations between leadore 
and rankS. Once the Old Man ribbed me, continuously•" week. 
F1nall.y, I told him I understood he once did that to a French 
secretary and that the man ended up crying, but I was not the crying 
kind •. It ended immediatel.y. And then wo began to talk o:fthe 
Russian Revolution and I pointed out that the greatest things hs 
singles out in l:'.J.s vark are (1) soviets as a :!'arm o:f rule ne 
zma1nst autooraoy 1 12} collective instead or·kulak1 and {3)Vy 
(You) instead oi' l>Y (Thou). Wa•n 1t the third amaz:Lng to_ ·be placed 
so high up, and yet wasn 1 t it precisely the w~ the ~asses :felt, 
Once I had ~ade him apologize and now he aaw I wasn t quito such 
a little anarchist a• he l:'~d thought me to be. In the_ same line 
o~ development, I nctP.d in my :first trip to W.Va.berore I left :for 
Euro~e that the one thi~g, directly alongside of tho actual 
civi. war 1n 1.922, tho miners would tell you thatthe greatest 
victory was the manner in which the boss addressed you, and the 
way he uoed to berore there was a union. 

Why is 1t thut you~one is ~in your 
voioe. but does creep into your ·-·,.~ me- ~el~ you what 
that ass Shaohtma.n uoed to ~oy. Tir·oved you wot•en 1 t as bril-
liant as you \<ere oracked up to bs, he, but it ,..,s only your 
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terri:!'ic persona1.1ty. li'e>•sonality hooey. What lw.ppens on the 
pl.all:!'orm and I am using that broe.dl.y as meaning an a11dience . 
whether fhat audience is.l. or 1.,000, is that you have a genuine 
geq1us :!'or communication with the audience. That's why your tone 
is never bad. Somehow it 1a l.ost to some degree 1n wr1t1ng. _ Or 
I. shoul.d aey more accurately that When you l.eaot aor~eve it your 
writing be_oomes Germanic or l.atter-writing. Your. WR :!'or instance 
achieved l.east o1' that communication with the audience; your 1.~ 
pamphl.et most; and 1'11'st now with Mel.v11.1e are you achieving 1n · 
your writing styl.e what you al.ways have in your p'-at:form ·styl.e. 
I menti_oned once the_ di:!':!'erenoe between'ryour pol.i tical. writing and 
Mel.vil.l.e and you se.emed ve>'Y puzzl.ed. his 1s what I meant.· 
I.-bring this al.l. up now bec'!cuse it 1s important :!'or Roberts' 
devel.opment that you':llhow fllti.eh .. con£1dence 1n her that no matter how 
ha_rsh the po1.1t1cal. sl.apping the tone.1s never bad. Not that she· 
OOiilp1.Un.;o,d. Not a.t a:tl.- ! ·did .beceuee._X-.. "f.e.e:t a .new_ resnons1b1_1~ ty 
tOW'"-"<!'; her as the moat pol.i t1~ ,resp oneibl.e"'1n ths t commi ttl! So 

. - - \:.__ __ .. :--~"" - - - ./ - ' . .. 
One more wo1•d ·an·tone·ana. r•ll.- Shi!.t up-:on-~ha't; iii'l unu 

coul.d understand half I could break with LT Just one short year. 
a:fter I had been his seoretarl which position had achieved a cer­
tain high point in my • career • 'rhe Old Man was 1'1rst to be · 
surprtsed and. somehow he thought the cr1t1c1sm a:!' Abern was too 
harsh perhaps for my pars, so he put a'bouquet of :!'l.owers 1nto 
one or the pi~es to the e:rrect that someAbernites are the best, 
eto.ete •. as he knows. No>t, that to me 1s hooey because that is not 
What I am tal.k1ng about ~1hsn I complain about tone ot: leaders. Th~n 
Clark was sent personally to see. me Just berore the break end he 
began with How can you go with a guy like Abern 1!hen tha CM,eto.etc. 
I told him to get. '.tnen a period elapsed in the' Wli' a!id Shachtman ·· · 
mRde the same error. He began passing me al.l sorts o:!' notes'about 
I'm the only one in·the Johnson1tes worth a damn, that you were 
an egotist and more and more bl.arney, right while we were debating 
some question 1n the Bar1em branch. I d1d not answer one, but 
that did not atop him, So I acted quickly and showed him I could 
be as r~de as anybody when pol1tics demanded that type o:f answer. 
Right as part a:!' the debate, and loud :!'or al.l to hear, I aaid, 
"Shaohtman is tickling the wrong girl.." That ended that. No, 
it i.en 1 t tone per ae. But tone says something ot: rel.at1ons, and 
! want to --know whether.- at this e'tage -when re1at1.ona i.n oomm1 ttee 
are just being buil.t, I haven't the right so to speak to question 
yc~r tone, without be1ng accused of wanting to crapp your style. 

You-really weren't concerned~~~ tone, because You 
told me how I Should .have behaved 11' I thought your tone wasn't 
good, and n~so apo1og1z=!! ... - No, you let out a blast not because 
o:!' tone, but because_you recognized that I was spreading mysel~ 
thin, and must reorganize mysel.:!'. In that you are absol.utely 
correct and I am trying to do Just that. But in that I am not 
sura I understand what you mo~n by my being a woman of which I 
am conscious enough. You seem to think that that has to •omething 
1mportant to do with my previously bad relatlona w1 th Robe>•ts. · 
You mAntioned also on the tapes that yo~ tried to bring Hob1nson 
1n to aettl.e us do>m. I have never seen that letter eo·! do not 
know whether I agree or d1oagraa, that 1B would have agreed or 
disagreed. No doubt the :!'net that we are women enters some! 
but that isn't the question, whethnr some; it is how oruoia 
1s ths t :raot. I'll tell you ho>~ I see 1 t in the mo~ente I am 
most worried: atal.in and Trotsky. Rardl.y comp11men"ary. Scary 



••' r. _ ... ~ -:3-
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November 27, ~96~ 

Hello, 

A:f'ter.a night 1 s sleep I decided to take you up on"that 
challenge arter all, w1 thout proorast1na tion. It .is as wel~ 
to stnt•t w1 th your very. ~a at let.ter which has a very good tone 
indeed .but which t•eveals a non-serious attitude to the bad tone. 
That; despite the :f'aot that you ask to be ca~led to order. ,/Mtor, .. 
quoting me on my ·right to question your tone w1 thout being·:acouar,d, 
o:f' wanting to cramp your style, here is what you write: •I simp1y. 
cannot resist ·this one. I have he~d my peace so o:f'ten. ·Just · 
this• once. . 1 You have every right to question my "sty~e." Good.· 
But. I have eve7y right to accuse you o:f' trying to cramp me., wpy 

I; 11 te11 you why not. You have ·a sneoia~ "place not onl.y. 
in the organization but in history. I have been, as ~n~eed I 
should have boen, mo& t meticu~ously conscious o:f' that :f'aot and " 
_thai;: S Why--I----took bad tone· wi'thOU'C- ·oomp~al.nli ror· so· ~ong. You 
are the present-day embodiment o:f' .H-L •. I 1m not comp~imenting · 
you. I 1m stating a tnot._ 12!! mu.at notr become as consc1o_~s- ·of 
that. role organizational~¥ as you are of'. it theoretica1ly. If' 
it took me~ to get up courage to question your tone do 
you suppose anyone else ~r1~1 Just up and do that at the .hoop. o:f' 
a· hat? Yott spoke in one o1' your recent let tero _about the __ dangers 
o:f' one-man ~eadership. At the particularif moment one aspect 
concerned you, the v1o1ousnee~ w1 th 'Which some turn- against t~e 
leader precisely because or-that ract. You know, however, what 
I :t'eitr most· at this moment? That· no·-one ·· _,;ill ·turn a"gainst some 
poor tra1 t ~1ke a bad tone precisely because. it is the. tone o:f' 
the ~ndiap~ted leader. John told me that when the SWF :f'irst 
began to degenerate and the ranks ware ei~ent, JPC really got 
worried and went around begging local leaders to stimu~te dis­
cussion even,1:f' 1t meant arousing attacks, just eo ~ong as there· 
would be some li~e in t~~t damned party. We need f'ear no au~~ 
thing in our party now, but "hat nonsense is it to compare my . 
cr!llllping your sty~e with the persecution yoU: underwent in -the· WP 
and 8Wf'tf ""' _,.,.,...,.~* '!f"! kaw_lo! ;; J a = FT~i!liif'Jvj(Qx&N-~VWl":7:U'STtPIII: 
~~X)SWZAri''' '* They were enemies who resisted every 
attenipt you msde to :f'ree Mal'T..l.sm :f'rom Trotskyism. , I am. your, 
:f'c~lover whc is trying hard not to be :f'ully overwhelmed by you 
now that there is an organization, To compare this. _type o:f' 
diao1pl1ne _nth that o:f' the other organization"· would bo· >:orse 
than. to· compare the· Great Beginning type o:f' discipline with 
Stakhanovite exploitation. 

Your conscious aim to acqu.i1~e greater freedom, to sharperi 
up internal d1scuaa1on end push oorl'Oapondence into a now layer 
•h<>uld all the more discipline the tone. You lil'it6, .1!" something 
is wrong, then I ought to start with the particular letter that 

-provoked my protest "and guofe and make the point&~ Pully. In 
detail." Why, however, sou d I quote whea you can, i:f' you 
~~shed, make batter minoewaat out of that let~orie ~one thAn-I. 
Just consider euoh puro Sl1achtmnnauque as "Tlw. sti:r:ulus or 
the 1partic1 pat1on 1 with the workerG han obviously be on vet•y 
great.,· It 1sn 1 t worthy o:f' one tho the very next day wrote "Yet 
do not think I have pre.ludged your propoonl. I ar.nll ~ it-

"Xou did ao by implication, and don't usk me to quote; Just look 
at you1• letters. 
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>11th e. view to accepting 1 t. It 1s the onl.y l!!S~od to give e. n<~.w 
point o:r view a real. chance. • I sent the l.ette>• out to the NBC 
and the pamph~et writers, o~ course, but have you ·questioned 
yoursel.:!' what effect its tone >:11.1. have on tl'.e ranl<s in general. 
and too secondary l.eade•'ship. in particul.ar. We now have an 
organization and ever-;'thl.ng, everything muet be :rte~c::!.·:·~·;'th ·that­
in mind. How Bhal.J. it reac~when the l.eader writes to·~ l.ead6r: 
•Furthermore it is obviouo that no one knew oxactl.y ~mat we are 
doing, or ?:'ather how.we sbel.l do li'hat ue are a1.m1ng a-:.~•-· 
Nothing o:r the sort was obvious. Her l.etter expreosed it pDorl.y · 
bu.t 1 t was clear f'l'"Om my latter '".hi"ch you received ·ce:rore you­
ended yours that what was obvious \IC.S, not that we kne» 'Jdla::k 
nought but we knew too much so to speak. As you yoursel.:!' 
put it, ~~th a good tone, "Al.l. eorts of tar-reaching questions 
ar.e involved here. You say: I do not 'I.Ya.nt to crente nelf. prob:Lems •. 
Ho! _ho~ Yo1; are not creating them, sister. You.nre·:rinding them 
out.-" 

One ot the 'reasons I have enid nothing these D".any y·ears on 
ten.; -_'W'heneYer e. _·bad. -t.Qne ·~de 1 ts annearanc~ _'\omS_ due_. to_. _the 
fact that ou have w s b9en o~i tioall -oorrec .S:nCr· sO · ciiuen 
the deviation meant_me.- nder the c1rcumstances-compla1nfng 
about tone "-oul.d have sounded like ael.t-justi:t'icaUon •. Bat now.·' 
that we have an ozoganization, the question is no lcnger .. ••personal• 
and I need not bend backward to prove I'm intered, not in 
"Justice•, but in pol.itics. And, above tw.t, th5 or!l!J.n1zat1on 
whieh is getting its bearings shoul.d al.eo·get its tone set 
right. .Tone does contain pol.i ti~al. o'lertonea and in the 
estab~iat~ent af entire~y new re1at1ona between 1eaders and 
ranks tha't _our organization aims at 1 it i.s necessary that _ _. the 
tone _of the lead~r be on~ wants to 1m1 tate • not~disrega:!:"~":-- _. 

. . ' ·: -
Pardon me, i:r I take my·usual. pl.unge into hietory.be:t'ore 

I continue with the concrete. Letter writing in the Marxia~ 
movement has a history, some to be imitated, some to bo die­
regarded, and some· to be-avoided l.ike the yl.ague. LBn1n is 
oar model.. .I know o:r no aingl.e instance when his tone in l.ettere 
to 1'r1..-)'\dA .was bad.. Th8.t, not_ despite of, but precisely _because 
his art1cl.es and analysis in l.otters of sl.ien tendencies was 
uncg~yrom1a1ng, Marx made one error and enemy bistor1ane have 
su.reJ.y 'taken advantage of th .. ,t one. So rar as I am concerned 
he wss right even he ,..,.. •wrong• and En;;el.e woul.d have ~~mnt 
nothing h1storioal.l.y had he acted on ~pulse and broken o:rr· 
rel.etiohs. But it is not my opinion teat matters here, The 
point 1e Engel.s thought it bnd, end Marx thought an expl.anntion 
was duo Engel.s. LT wee neither 1.1ko M nor L in his l.etters. 
Many or·h1e l.etters a7e ~bad and surel.y expoee his dilatory . 
po1.1t1ca. In relation to his o~~ son they were eo bad sometimes 
that a• s rs•ult the pamphlet dedicated to Bedot!' is al.l. 
amo~~ in which pol.itics in enclosed instead of v.v. Final.l.y, 
to !'>'lends his l.etterR \<ere dipl.omatio, that is :ractl:onal. in 
the worst oenee or tha word, e1urrlng over errors g1v1ng _out 
•the 1.1ne• 1n advance, eta. eta. Borne aol.ossal poi1tiaal. bl.undera 
resul.ted :!'rom it. Or course I want none of th~n~~ed:r 
d1pl.omacy was in your mind '<hen you read me t!ret so viol.ently, 
than you were abaol.utel.y right. But why nhoul.d t t have 
bean 1n yoat• mind 7 I very ol.enrl.y said I mean none o:r the 
ol.d stuff that bothered mo; that !e out; I mean tlsnew rel.ations. 
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Lenin ·re'mains our model.. As I soe 1 t, wb£..t· n::akco his tone 
in his lette'!"e so good 1t= th:1t he ·w·as alva.ys ooneciousnesa ot 
'the aer~ousneAs _at:· n. cl.ase: d..1V1A1on. ~lher-o ther-e· wn.s no -claaa 
d1vie1on, therei'ore, lli.c tone .wao c.utmtt~tics.l.ly oomradc~y. ru.e· 
corl~espondenca with proleta::oian rcvolu.t1onai"it1S ro:fleot Vhe 
d1gr..1. ty w1. th, which he v:tn~~·s, them end the oont"tdElncc he haa in 
the _proletar1a~ ls retl.ectcd.in uonfide~ce ·in .thr:Itl •. I oan 1 t­
emphasize <~nougll how importnnt b1s pr1nalp1A of: not bringing in 
c1uo s '.i!:\ V1 e1ons into tho organization 1 a t:o the building ot: a 
rfrv:o1ut1o.'le~y org&n:l.z.ati on._ :tt is here ~here I th.ink· tha root 
of· your ·p·oor tone l1!:!D. 1Jfhere yau ci.o not· menl;1on class, 
ther.:l neverthel-ess: are ovortones· that signif'y m.:.ch n d1-v?.slon. 
And.- s'omet1ra1es yo!.! m.f::lntion it _speci~icnlly;. I do not -mp.an as 
aruilynfs of' gr·oup1ng or· types or teadences wh1cl?- of cow."ae _.must_· 
be analyzed rrom a· class po1nt of view inside as well as outside 
t4e ·organ1zatlon; I mean extend_ing t~s analya:!.s to_ incUvi.duals. 

--.- He_re_ is, an ,Gxan::.pl~:!-~ _., 11 It should be no_ted,." yuu ·"a~ote, ~that 
-- · the ·class character ol': ··this-- a.ntdgoni.sffi Wos·· uo't ubH.cUi'thl. ~- .:z: saj'D ~ . -

ana v er·y eorrectJ.y that thee -l.ast time the proletarian>el€::nont 
and orgall~za.tions were le.ft out. Let B exerc1sz her enel"gies 
....._ti th- thett). There 1~·111 then b'3 no trouble -in- P." _Would. ~here 
~eal~y have been "no tro~l.Jlen if' B (B.alonfl) 11 e1:ercised her 
energ1es 11 _~1.th the prol.ett-.r·ta"t'? It' yos 1 1"Jhy d1d;_ this not appear 
on- the tape on .'3. al.;nilat• e.ubj t10t7 'Lis~~e11 to y:::.ur tape and .the:-1 
read. the 1ettor to me on 1 t and study the di:!'fe''"'nce. You l<'111 
.£liS!= ·at _once that th~ d.1.:ff'erenoa 1s the audience· ; 'the,- audience 
tonP.s dom1 your· exs.ggcraticmA; that prof'ound commun1oat1ons with 

. tht?- audienoR scm~how ·escapee you- ·and _thun · ra.; la to d1eo1pl1ne 
the tone- .when you are :-ti. th pAn in hand. All I t:"ied to: say in 
t~~ not~ to you was thnt_when ~e are bu1ld1ne new re~ations, 
R_~ we S.l"e now doing, ,,,-hisporing 1 o mar~ sui t9.ble to ·working ·out 
prob1sms than shouting 1 papel-ldse.· 

Thl£-~ ·it:n1t Z.eaJly thA--'fil"ttt t1ma I ap\lke to you on this _ 
aubj~ct ot tone. 1 haC. th~ _same 11 ant1 11 f~e., 1ng WhPn I 1,ead eome 
ot your J,ersooci:l letter£ which ':lOll QTIIOted-ln yon;r epistle to JPO. 
I to1d -you then tlrr .. :; lr I l"'...nd b-Jr--r. the ]:·orsone.l recip1ant of' 
m.'..ch poraonal lettorli yr.m ·..ron~d rwv~1· hnve aeAn me ngn1o.1 to 
shcu"v 1!1..-c. . Eut t~t' s lt\9t 1 t..L.I,OU cion 1 t shout., Audlence oomm~ 
~on s"to"Oq qny t .~ndP.ncy to ce~t'"-oxprass.:;_on; 

Why ar..\ I so 1ns1otent 'on tone no\~. I 1m cure that nlthough 
I 1m _thP. only '\olhO h!:t.s-_-l"aisad t.."'i.f' qubjt;ct, l';r~ not the on.ly one 
l·rho ::eele tl~at ·W&.:;, I rfirr.oqt.l?ev.,the time I took 1.1 Sl.Jeoin~ tr1p 
·i;.o Dt.•ti-o1 t to d.ie cu~s ,.1 til ·~trt thP 1\ma--ri.cAr:. \'lork,n· ptlmphl.at-lmS 
ycu:w:- aorl•esponJ.c.:c w! th me and Robei•to tt•om. Cnlir'. H€ wa o shocked 
by :IOU.l' to-!IF"l ao.1:\ nu:opr1 a~d "thn.t I a~lOl'f£0. arouni. ouch ocrroopondence. 
(1-!o, r1ot chowod, f',_!~tt lyAnCl .!&.1£..!.:t1~ tcr tNn t'u11 duy s. ) l 
rupl1ed: We:-:.1, ton,.._ Uoesn1 li mati.;Pr co much. The nrror _dooe~ It 
wae R. ve"!:"y anrio~G one; he.d t~lia benn Apl"il 1Bl7, think uha.t woul.d 
h:lve hnP!Jone.'i. ..1.. cLnlvlncGO_~~J.nL• au:, :ny f..l~R:r .r;van~, mo.y I admit 
sottll' tbut it i-f.'Hm=t Apz•il. 

_..I lotr7c out the pol1 tios el t.ocr:-th,:r. Ac yo11 :know I dgreed 
v-.:.ith th':it fully and t:-~·our,h.t 1. t to tho !•SC tnr prOI:J.pt action. 
l!et~e howc'\o·!:'r ,'t!r.st concerns me 1u f;C•t r~oli ttcnl ot:~x•t•ectneos 
but 1>ono of prc-nPntnt1on. 93:'2~) _ 
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I wiU. take only one o:.her 1n~tance-the WOI.'Bt pol1 t1cel 
error_ on· my part and hence the l"torst tone 1n your letter on 
the occasion or tho Pittsburgh explosion. Here is what is amazing 

-about the tone in th~t one. So over-violent was it, that no 
onei NO ONE, not even Rober_ ts guessed the rull politic-al_ 
imp io~tlons. I once· a&;\QI1i"''!d her and- said tha.t I hadn't .'wished 
to. talk to you about it, bUt 1::' ~he thought th.'lt it mear:t.the 

· break-up or J-f!· then I would tal.lt to you. She was horrl:f'ied 
at the thollfiht. She· said:· I 1 m rully with J in ~1hat he ln'Ote 
and do not wish to discuss it at all, But i:r·you think that he 

·_meant to sever the J,.F in the J-F T you 1re crazy, I said, Well, 
_1:11 -t'espect your_·neh not __ to talk; moat certainly I do not 
w1sh_.to interfere .with your l.oyaJ.ty to· J. Bat allah a: tonc.·ag 
hie could not possibly_mean "only" that I was wrong in att1.tuda 
to SWP nor in 1ntrus1ori~~ personal re1at1ons. Since ~F re1at1onS 
are pUl'e llolitics, a tone llke th~t .1!1!!!!1 mean that I simply did 

:not -mea_aur.a .. _up to .. the Vhn~ .h()t'lv- Qf _-!ohnaordte _1d~_as. _ J: _b_el.1eve 
abe thought I was crazy. erhnpf you do tgo. -- BLlt 1 bellsve me, 
-I'm not •. I speak wtth a 9ontury s development or Marxism in 
my hesd ami you will find no psrallo~ to this one. If' that 
didl_l 1t mean brae!<, it had no right bein_ g wr1 tten ·that·. -..-..y· :for 
tho on~y other tru.ng it could mean ,.,_s s relat1cnsh1.p to a 
junior de~inquent, I just quietly backed out, and uhile reor­
ganizing myselr:!: saying, Well, ·whPn he £1nally brealts out 
independently, 111 knock for admission and NO FORCE ean keep 
me from Johnsoniem. 

I do not think anyone can accuse me of' trying to hide ~rrors, 
I do not believe there een be a harsher judgment o:f' my bohav1cr 
than my own sta~ement, to the tape ror all to hear, that nt 
root of' our disagreements wae my attempt to combine Johnsonism 
·w1th Trotel<yism. No, dear :!'riend and true ~eader, 1t is not 
that I am trying to play down errors. I Just cannot understand 
how any error, except a clear class d1v1s1on,gb?ft¥Bet thnt tone 
into correspondence. Read Lenin 1 s \1111 and see if'? I am not 
right, 

Yo~ mentioned in your ~1rst ~ettor an tome that when ! 
g6t tired I b~oome careless. No doubt thin is true, and is 
absolutely impermissible in a leader, The 1netnnces about the 
edge in my 0\-m tone at the p~enary session that ycu c1 te 
yo~ are absolutely right in; I mys~l:f' recognized that :f'aot 
af'ter the event and tried to root it out. But the incident 
~ou chose to-~ your point that it is not tone but a need 
ror rest th~t-x really want ie entirely •~eng, I 111 tell you 
!<hat it waa--ncm thot all comes Oilt that might as wel.l, When 
I got back from the oodst ana I ~ound tho ~ettor on tapes, I 
got a con1pletoly hopeless :!'eeline about your lliD:. changing your 
tone, Yea, I know the letter wae 1<rittnn by ROberts, not by 
you. But ! believe she rightly uaod your authority nnd, being 
the extremist she is, developed it to 1tn logical cono1uaion. 
A loader 1• responsible not only £or n line nut for ito 
w_~ti.ona. And 11' she could writn: Our main concern wne · 
oeourltyi· that evidently l-ms not yours, ho<rt cculO. good ro~u~ionc 
br. cstnb 1ehe~ and cJ.aea tone eliminated through a cheery 
telephone conversation? 
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.. It 1a only now vhen we l:lave nn organization that I l.oat_ 
· the hopeless reeling and t'el t 1'ree :li/>--l)pen the . =bJ ect o:r>tone, 

although I had no ideo. it wouJ.d-ge-tl'into_all. thin• ,-I .11Dugl_:>.t - _ 
you would see it pro!llptly and it w6uld remain a con:t'1den1:1ill. 
not11• . But inatead you. >•oacted ,;;,-; · 11' I 1:e.s trying ·to muz:<l.e 
yo11fWhenever did I do that1 ·Why should I even -.m.nt to•_wi.th 
.a:l1 the _devoUon I have to your ideas? When di<l.' I, ever give 
you· oa11se :!'or the >•epe"l:1tious; pol'siote11t 1ns1stonoe· · t · ·· 
you .,..auld speak•W:t thout equ1 vooat:!.on • as 11' 'your. l .• -,n~cin•'!l'liP 
you.t• prg~~zat1cnt ~ias. mB.Jd.n.S' 1"t .1'mpost:s1'bl~ r.:;r_ 

sure. 

or a tona 
The Pljoletal:'ian 
Lenin e· ~et tera 

Yours, as ever, 
\1 
X:, 

l 1 va deliberately l.eft out the question or yo11r styl.e ae 
orator and as writer. To do a serious Job on thot I would 
have to ·rel'aad all or your 'l!'itlngs, whiah in not " bad t.'ting 
at al~ ~nd I mo~n to do it, b~t ~~ haa to ba done at 1daure~ 
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