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. Chaptéz 1 T
World War I! and Social Revolution .

One of Trotsky's last contributions to the Fourth Intermational . .
wax a hgrotheticnl progmosis of soclal develapmant if the world reve- -
tution failed to come during or Inunediately after the war. Contrary
to_the beljef of all the incurable Menshavika und tha punic stricken,.
thiz faflure of the revolution twas not, and could noi have bean con-'; -
crived hy Trotsky, of oll people, inetaphysically, as a-point in time, ™
one month, six months, two years. It was a cfi_;lieetiml foreenst, &
stage in the devolpment of the International cless struggle 1f,.in the
crixiy that Trotsky foresaw, the bourgeolsie could restore economi
wtahility and its social domination over the proletariat, then he.could:
not conicelve another-situation in which the proletariat could congue

In 2938 when Trotsky posed the question:stated- abeve, he: draw
the corclusion .that, given the fallure of the world revolution,.th
evolution of Huasia might prove In retrospect. to ba-the: rociul
for n new evaluation: of ths laws" of - scientific sociilisy
muiny, the world revolution has: not conquered, and-.as: s yesult, i
every section of the International, from the EC, -dewnwards;;

. Al far back as, 1941 tha W.P, Minority {Jotnaon-Forgst); believes
fingr with Trotsky that under no cirewmatarnces’ old. hourgents:
tiona of productiom.-save society from haxbariam:after: i

- eHnls, reviked’ the ofticlnl Russlan: position in the

stuge of development of.captialism,; statifieation

the concequent deepeniog of . mgss- revolutio
W.P. Mujority, (Shachtmanites),’ rovised.the whale:X
Trotskyist ‘strategy -in' the .light  of " the | Russian:de
efficlal ‘Fourth International, under' the blows. of tha ™
Iution, has continuud to seek theoretical stabilityin-th

charscter” of. the degenerated workers' state or

phiase “the duat. choreeter of the bureancraoy.’- Wi

aud the Red Army advance, there-the revolution has:

they ratreat, ‘there the revoludl Jrebroatod

the nationalization™ ef Eroduct: as - the loat- ng:

proletarian power, the Fourth Inlernational: today sccepls nati ;
tiom-of production as a stage -in revelutinnary . develepment - even if:
the revolution-itself is brutally suppresged. Where Tiotsky, sawithe .,
Ttussizn: proletarist as dependent upon the, impatus_ of tha olution !
from the proletariat outmide, the LF.C, sees- as progress in
corporation of millions from outside Ruesia into’ the totalitarien grl
of the Russzian burenucracy. oo 50

(a) Trotsky 1940, Germain 1947 °. 7 -

The firet thing to ba dore once and for all 'ix.to destroy Garmain’s -
usion that he ig interpreting Trotsky's positions ofr-|1939,: Trotsky.
in 1089 Lelleved -that the - buresucracy of the workers' state ;woul
give un “Impulse” to revolutionary mction among the ap : L -
in the aress it invaded in order to creats a basis for ltself But this .
achieved, itc Bonapartist tandencies would .theén assert. themselves
aml crush the revolutionary masses. As he. proved ‘unmistakably,
thir iz what hoppened-in Poland and was posed fn Finland in 1988.::

Events at the eud of the war took. an entirely different course.:

The Russian Army did not eall upon workera snd, ants to revol
inPotd::F’;l cmatg a hasls for Sloe bm}eaucncy.; 'or eount‘.r\y.jateal_‘.
1 .




eountry in Rastorn KEuro iermal i
f v oin g Wrvope, Germain ropeats w
Bstence: “The approneh of t'hu Ned .r';':'mll K

; | wearisome in-
ROATTR ¥ unloesed a revoluts ;
uphenval, Uadoubtedly many workers and pensants in Euaw‘rLuer::rﬂi

believed that Stalin's o
1 ! urmy wus vevolutiouxry, Nut iy w
ﬂg;\::“::ll{' h;:,“?-":f."':: isncu}t‘\hwhicl: unllnnsed the rc\'oluliinu:]jr;h:p;::gtnl
Jonly somand and Rumania, but in ltaly, the Philippines
r:’;:::i:::lre::!:lt._&ctﬂlc :lllﬂ'l‘.‘l:'b- of l!w;luim'.aucmcy 'c‘::'u'rited o upa!;lr&-hm::gg
Ipaigh nginsl 12 revolutionery  elements § § -
f{ttj'nt'fn-“l“::'x:ﬁlf;“:(:\lficr' the _u[u'isillli;:i. The Russian z:rm\'.nt.h(l'. ‘g:::suaml
fe ‘rerevoiuntion, in. colliboration with British inti
took pains to hove the Whprsnw pn i wnd oF ey atiem,
. arsnw proletariat, the vanguard of the E
pean revolution, dostroved by the Nazl v b ot Marshal
Paulus and the German Tunkers in az . Ryaa‘m kept Mardhal
“a.repntition of 1918 in .Gi.m;'” 7 Hyn oo whin, 1t called
v tH crmany.” Hyw Ehrenberg, special
gandist for the Eurapeay thl.'ntl“t‘ led the Stalinis B pheial propa-
cedented international vilitiention of the G i Pck Tn, an unpro.
its baight in the declaration that if th Gscrmnn B, Mitich rouched
Tution and Apare ] 3, that 1 ¢ Germitn warkers made 1 revos
prcid e ‘Egg&nchtd the fed Army as brothers, they wm.!hl be shot
- Despite this, the Russinn Amw i :
X b . he X Ay found revolativiary fornsti .
{n {..\i:ﬂgg_m:c, soviets, fuctory committees, militins, _Tﬁereu ;,r::w;;;
Anu:;semsu: and fdustry was o the hands of the workers, The Russtan-
drT:, lnrlrcslud. deported or-murdered the revolutionnry clements. It
estroyed slep by step the trulitionn] Polish warkers' purties  and
;rented jlew oiesn e own image, It iestored remnants of the Polish.
| ?ETEE'N?_“P. to positions of power and erested what Genmaln admits is
o _om;zgmi. state. Germain admits that the Ruzuinn Army sanctioned -
nutmnn_hza_t.[on‘becm:se whore It entered, a virttal nationalization hnd
_-.already taken yluce, Then -he -coolly ififorms ug “The'aclivity of the
Stalinist ‘burenucraey inévitnbly: exhibits n (iqufnlu chareeter: on ' the

one-hand it -has: facititated  [facilitated, if-you please] v however -

limited 2 measurve, -natiannlization, ngrariae reforin, the establishment

of factory commitiees, ute,” on the other hand it cstablished the polien

- reginee.’ Then ha dares us to deny “the dund characte ; i
inteW‘,’ntion."- (Fourth International,. Feb. lﬂd"n'r;m Llfe,.pf burenucm.t;;c“
Whaoever wishes (o advance this infotuated inversion of great’

!us:m‘-ic?l urents muy do s bgt he will da ge: on bis own duthority "~ | o
cand vader his g - He Wil not in our movement gey away with

this az “Trotsky ition.”

s} . R
We have declared and will deelare again aur opposlition to Trotsky’s

poliey of 1940. But before attacking a policy, it is neesssare to u ler-
stand it. It is oven mare necessary r do to Wi oensding it 1n
b ot s oven n : ry 15 do o when defending it. ’I‘n‘_
1) thet the defeat of Russin could menn -the tliqménubnrm mf
}.If}g U.S\S.R.,'_uml zive amperialism w further long ]c:s:‘:.it'“:f
; : : .

2) that only the defeat of the bureaverncy by th ralution
would preserve stale property-in the U."S.S.%l.;t ‘ m\uh}tu_m

3) le{. the Stulinist patties abrond would desert the Kremlin

" Toghme and capitulate to their own bourgeoisies, - - '
Which-of tiese judgments toes Cermain still defend? He dres not
even fuce them. :

1}, He and his school are probably the only persons in the woild

who believe that the imperialism of today, shattered beyend repair,

can have a long lense on life by the dismemberment of Russin, Fhis. .-

inrl-a:éz; i; l{ﬁith lirt! cupitnlism, |

2 urther, if we understanid the 1939 Trotsky nt all, if we watch
the iren laws of economie development Loday u%d absceve the bar-
barism that is enting away ut bourgeuis society, the patching up of
the universal ruin of another- war could not teverse buy, would aceel- -

2

ARl e L e T

, it'the rontext of ihe world market,

erate Uhe movement to. the nationalization not only of national but
cantinentsl economirs, Put Germain continues to agitate himself about -
the prospects of enpitallst restorntion after a new war by miilionaire
collective-farmers, ' '
%) Finally, it it clear to all (again cxecept Germnin) that the
Staliniat porties are tied to the Kromlin by rootz far decper than
Trotsky believed. They did net join their natlonal bourgecisie during .
the war. They did not collapse and nbdicats to the Feurth Interna-
tional the leadership of milllons. We thus have today in fact a more
complicated relation of furdamental forces und perspectives than those
on which Frotsky based hig positions. : :
To these furdamentul problems Germain has his answer mmady:
“planned ecoromy” and the “dual character of the burcaucracy.” .
There is not n tzacenot one drop of Marxizm, of the dinlectical method, -
in this, . ; .
Socialism in a Single Country Is Dead S
What i3 so terrible is that fundamental coneepts are baing changed, -
altered, trunsformed, shifted around, withoutl the thedreticians .ever
stopping tn,th!nkf_of‘, what_they are. doing, It in proceeding, for. the
most part, ineonseiotsly and’ empirically. e i
It Is cHll our common belief that we subscribe to. the Leninist ..
analysis of imperialism, ns, thg-stmgfle of conflicting imperializms- -
for the ra-division of the world. .I1 .is chvious that the LK.D.'and
Shachtman do noi believe this. For them there is onl
imperinlist state in the Leninist sense of the word. That iy,
fmperialiam. (It is ridiculous to consider Britain as a serio
with the United States.) They.eall Ruagia-¥bureaucratic:impe
whatever ‘that may mean, but this has ho_ scientific’ relution’
ricair Daperialism, i, a relatiou; within the cupltal-labor: antagont

But Germain "alse has completely. révrganized in-. _
the fsundation of our poried. For him also the: world marlet
ilarly destroyed, For him alse there ia cnly one'impgrinlist sta
Street is engaged in'n strugglé not with phother Imperialinm: b
a degencrated workers’ state that cun he. transit onnl | 1o
Thus the ons world trust aims at dominating the. rest
There §5 no - imperlalist -rivalry. betwoen - Amerien: puris
the U.S.S.R. There is the capitalist enemy and .ita: profected

Thus both Germain and. Shachtman destroy all-oup ‘conceptions
of the laws of the world market’and the domination of: the eanital
labor relntion by these. laws, It is mot ‘only possibla but ;perfectly:
legitimate to take these tremendous - theoretieal steps: But {t is abso-
lutely . intolerable that sich 'tremendous theoretical re-zvaluations
should toke. place without their being clearly. stated and the conclu-:
fona- drawn. : o o, o .
son It §s when the normal trade contiections of the wotld-market are”
destroyed that the law -cf value im&lcac_a itself with unrestraingd
ferocity. Russin must fight for world omination.or perish. It'is sub-
jected to nit tha laws of the - world-market, * Sorialiam in-a single

. vountry Is dend even for Stalin,’ All theories bullt on this are also dead.”

rpcolsio sees Stalinivt Russia, nationalizad property,’ aa
"attiltfnghﬁeggpitalist world.” Germain sees nationalized proporty
as “defending”  itgelf. Thercby Germuin is unable to veaffirm what,
‘the hourgeolsie seeks to destroy-the revolutiondry unity of ‘the world._:
proletariat, the only solution to the contemporary barbarigm, - . 7
. The greetest enemy of the United States is not- Stelinist. Russin’ -
fthis ir o purely bourgeols cancesntlon). Its grentest enciny is ot home, .
the American proletarint in alliance’ with the world ravolution.  But
in the new necessity for world rule, equally, the grentest e‘nemy;ot_-
Rusalan domination I8 not Amerlean imperinlism but the™ Russign




ety

P,

prolecrind. As in the momoat of victory it colluborated with Hitler
to destroy the revolutionary proletaring of Warsaw, =0 Stalinism will
and must collnborate with American imperiasm for the maintenunce
of the condition of their joint existenco-the suppression of the world
proletazinn revolution, It was possible {possible, if wrong) at one
time (o speculate aboot the revolutionary uspect of the bureaverncy,
its preservation of plannel economy to ~ave Russin from dismember-
ment amd ruin and the conxeqitent strengthening of imperialismi. These
duyz are over, Tolay the task is to save the prolatarint from u power
which contends with by no means inferior forees for world mastery.

. This is not a question of Germany or defense of Russin, Germain,
viewlng all historieal development throughethe eves of the theory of
the degenerated workers' siate, is cuting away ot the theoretical
foundations of nur movement, ie., the revolutionary mobilization of
the proleturint as the sole solution to all the prolilems of the con-
temporary barbarism, We join Germain in holding off Shachtman and
the other puerrilas in order to fuce him-with the origing and con-
sequences of his utterly false political position.

Lenin and Socialism

‘Lhe struggle for sociulism i the stiuggle for praleturiun
demoeracy. Proletarinn dentocracy is not the crown of socinlism, I is
its basis, Proletnrian demoeracy is not (he yvexull of socinlism. Socinlism
is the result of proletarinn democruey, To the degree thot the prole-
tarian mobilizes itself and the great massos of the people, the socialist
revolutivn is advanced. The protetnvint mobilizes ilself s o self-octing

- foree throngh its own commitkees, unions, parties pnd other organiza-
. tlonz. This is not the “Russian gaeetion” It i= Merxism. Lemin Lused.
everything, yes, Comrada Germain, everything rn'ihis, .

P

he civil war sgainst the bourgeoiste is a war which 'Js demo-

. eratieally organized and wiged by the poor minsses ngninst the projier-

tied: minority, The civil war s alse & war, and- contiequently “must
inevitably put ‘foree’ in the p'ace of right. But force . . . cannot he
realized without sedemoeratie organization of the army and the ‘rear.’
The civil 'war first of ull and ut once exnropriates Eanks, factorics,
raflways, Iarge agriculiural cstatea, ete. Tt it s precisely for this
very purpose of expropriation that It js imperative to introdues the,
election by (he prople: ol 2} the offfciuls- and the, army officers; w

" accomplish a complete Tusion of the army, which wages war ugainst

the bourgeeisie, with the masses of the pupulation; te intreduce
complety democracy in the matter of the contrel of fond supplien,
of production and distribution; ete. , . . But tlis nim can be attnined
nelther from a purely military noe cconomic nor political. standpoint

without a gimultanecus intecluction and propapation of demuocracy -

among eur troops and at our rear—an Introduction and propagation
which will develop in the course of that war. We tell the L ERLES
now . . .; ‘You must lead ond vou will lend, & really democratic war
against the ‘bourgeoirle and for the purposa of actually earrving out
democracy and socinlism’.” (Bolsheviks and the World War, pb.
227.228.) ' C - R

The same principle applies to -the solf-determination of nations.

“*Without actunlly organizing the rclations between the nations
on o démocrntic_basis—and hence without granting freedom of secos-
sion—there can bo no civil war of tho workers and the toillng mnsses
of all nations ngainst the bourgeoisfe.* (Ibjd., p. 228.)

We shall pursue Germain remorselessly until ho faces this lssue -
and answers. : L

Tho Commune, the first deelsively proletarian revolution, nntion-
alized nothing. For Marx, “The great socia! mensure of the Commune
was its own working existence,” it democrntie mobilizativ: of the

4

masses of the people, In the 1917 revolution, the soclalist revolution, .
we Juve pmclselyllhc same theory and therefore the sama practice, .

In 137 Lenin attacked mercilessly not merely nationslization but -

confizention. “The vital thing will be not so much confiscution of
cupitalist property ns the estublishment of universal, all-embmci_ng .
workers' conirel over the capitalists and their possible supporcers.
Ami then, Comrade Germain, note thiz: “Confiscation . alone “will
Jead us nowhere , , " Lenin lcft ne reom for ambiguity ‘on t'!un ess
tion, He declared that the Bolsheviks never used the tenn “workers? © .
control” excepy in association v'ith the dictatorship of the pmletmi;:it,_» ]
Halways pucting it aftey the! [.;niter (by which) we thereby make plain

v state we have in mind, A i L
\hutSt;;xee control—that was “a bourgeois-reformist [phrase, in - es-
kence o purely Cadet formula ., . " The Junker-capitalist shlzte in |
Germany during war time was execeising complete' class contro ‘?gvu_.
the economy pnd it meunt “militaty pensl labor” for. the worl tis.
For Marx and Lenin, the regime’ transitionnl to sociglisni .lwns_
dlictatorship of the prolstaviat, the power of the u"‘nrkn? Ldass, x;_:
ithe regime of nationulized property,- For ‘Lenin -“the ,.E_n nt;eltl
idea which runs Jike' n red thread throngh.nil of :Mare's: 5‘{3[!“;50.
that “the democratic rePubllc is the nenrest np?rpur.h to.the: i1 g
ship {0 the proletariat.”” The democratfe republic with its :t:;’»‘portunl_‘ ni
‘for mass mobilizntions, net bhourgeois nationalization “of: n;l:ro \g’
This. explains Lenin's ‘mereciless eamity. to the bourgeois.reg _;: lop:
econemic lifo as .y whole '!nccordlng',--t.o‘u‘.cartginn;.gen_f::nl!‘-lldead :
‘fact, the leaders- of the October Revolution® specifically eéxcluded -con
‘fiseation of property from their immedinte program.’

“cerned with something *else—the democrati se

ihe musses, -

For Lenin the wolution to thé econoraic ills of ruine
) fzution of .property ‘but the release’-of the enes
ngg;;:t i’l‘:‘tm:lsu'\‘:'l;:nand Iis ‘.éo grofoundly‘mvoluuor_mry, nq;opl:'%aed

ourgeols conceptions thut even:today, the wurv_da stare us in‘

‘o -G derstand them.- R AN ; :
o mion, 1a order fo miljgaté the witold burdens ‘and’

. miseries of the war, in order to heal. the técrible wounds. infiicled:on

‘thespeonle by the wi d m‘oc{acy. g@ap‘ecgfggfg," rgi'?--
31 Rchsures uie thenlind destribed in
lo‘;.'“t'g‘: rﬁloc;lis:n‘or %we]lings i the{.fnﬁi%sta :ri tﬁﬁdﬂgﬁﬁgyi
in .exactly the same way, i , 1y _
?:;;““ﬁldtt:nfoebfiﬁu&s clothes, boots, and so_forth, and in the.cfu.tghi}y.
with regard to the lamd, etc. For the administration of the state.in

. thig spirit we ean immediately sel up e stdlo apporatus’ of about ten

‘mi i § i to any:
ion, if n ty million prople—an upparatus unknowr_ ‘
Z'l’.l,limi‘sifcgﬁéﬁﬂ'ﬁvﬁ alouedcz(x!n Cliﬂel:iie :;?afhnnggﬁmu&s{oin :ﬁ’ :g .
assured of the complete and devoled 's y of the vast majorih
‘of the population. This. apparatun we alpno gmt. sate, bees eprennc
class consclous workers, digcipiined by a. m%ﬁces i i
ship’ (not for naught did we serve npplﬁp c i-?tin nnd‘ot’.grug
v 3 ra capuble of furming a workers’ m
sy g Bigming 5 e £ izl e omes
ilitiu. © onscious workers mas , nto.
"u'ag't:-lé'ﬂ'f}:& L:lﬁ;fi:intmtion the renl 1nnsse3 of the tn[_lng oppﬂ‘!g_sad.
(Selected Workas, Vol. VI, p, 274) ol

.

k- . H B . R
Confiscation Will Solve Mothing. - B .
ved to subseribe to-this program orowt? Ts.he
prepﬁ‘eﬁctr;“ :eiﬁ I?hrc:“}':‘lre;c? workatr;: to‘:in%i :llggn:x:{edr;att{:nﬁ&z&t;gphg.:
Y ation will solve nothing? ] his
.i—l‘uisr;i::]ﬁ:;??it;?u’.‘m‘;;ds over him like-a jnnisaary‘w!th.awyrd“('lmwn..
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For.Lenin ndministrati

n | on of the state b i Xi
2mp &5 udmnustmtior] of the cconomy, Wit o&l:eapﬁiitl?rmt e
Passes on to the solution of economic problems.

“The most mportant thing i i
. s fHOSL iy ; unE is to inspire th
toilers with confidence in thejr own sr.renml.}h. etolsﬁna'pg‘é;feﬂl ;l::::cttilz;

the passnpge

at they can and must themselves undertake a correct, strictly order-

Iy and organized distributio
n of bread, food, milk, clothi ] r

ﬁds:?- eﬁorft:xo. in III}e Imeres.ts af the poor, Without this, ﬁfﬁ:l::'ﬂmf:i
uoiraved mnl: collapse and ruln; whereas an honest, courageous and
anyersal Ie t?j hand over the adninistration to the pro!emri'ans
el Proletatiang will areuse suzh unprecedented vevolutiona
ke m sr_:on_g the  masses, will so muitiply the foreck of tll:'v
e gu(; |2];um ating their miseries, that ‘much that seemed lmpousiblg
theour old, ttl'art:;jw' lgu!-cupcmnc forces will become practicahlé for
P o wm?k rn;eth?g::eolr::: n:dduulil;ions of the masses wlen they
sy thhe e ofﬁcial:?" nd not under the whip, for the capitel-
: a most important thing is to tel] th i
done aad e Tporta A the workers what i~ to bhe
don ‘g %'hesg pamghletg can do it. You can see the same in every.

“Only then shall we bo able 1o see whot . ’

£} * * u t s

%:tm};e tc& ea italism are latent in the peaple;nt::n §e ‘tthg::rﬁf:ll O\Er}:‘:t

o8 calls “latent socfalism' be made appavent; only then shall wa

f nd onen or concealed enemies of the

\ L s either by action

or by passive resistance, s million new [fighters will arige, who until’

then had been politically dormant, 1 ighi
, languishing in poverty and i
themsolves as human eings, in %heill".r(iiz?iimtro'

y that they too might be served by the whela .

; ight be f '
part in t!1_e lmmedintc? diregt, l&g;_g.uat;d
the stata,” (Selocted Works, Vol.. VI, p. 287.)

... An concrete, revoiutionary T

te, Yy policy for the $
%:Bfmgw:;t':r:ufh ;:cg)n:p&:-:ﬂ:t‘co?cretq?css, was mﬁ:ﬁg tgefll;‘::-i 1::2*
ton ty the problems of -capitn[lc; cﬁonc At o o, that the solu-

) N 1 retimulation wi colnti
o dt becomer a question of life und 'dexm:1 srﬁ-wsgrl:llg]t%" t:-mgrtl‘::\‘:

~he mode of production to the nusmel functioning of this law. Modern i

induitry, ‘indeed, com i
i ) pels snciety, under penalty of .
:1;1% fgtml-wurke; of "today, crip’p]ed byplifc-lgng rg!;)‘::gi‘iiut: :ci_pl:".;e
Of & mun, by the Toly Davtiopid pybis reduced o o mete fragient
, by - d individual fis £, j L
:g:gl;lw }o fn;:e any chunge of produoction, and t‘;r\?hzwi%ycﬁft}? srent
sec tu]l:&t ons he perforins are . but. 50 many modes of givi ’ﬂ;er‘t‘
. B¢ PeT ho whmlm natural and acquired powers,” {Capital Vn]ml w 58??
n\i'ept‘ (:!xsld oe_’ }“Iebnte. about nationalizetion should 'be 'mérgil;esal.
Rvent, as 1%4); th the bmmlig with whielt Lenln swept it '\sidt!a\'r
Stnlig pin 147, ]n_t I8 no mor: than n means, and, with baur ois and
fhulinists, a e:berﬂtq Jmetns of blinding the masses to L:IE‘J n“d
Tor Baolrn l?;vv?s ;eli;rngil;ﬂ;zagon.- And Lenin was: Lenin and 'Trotiktl"i?m
that fn:f\oded this se]f—mghiliez?t‘i‘g:. ft was the ruthless enemy % all
Today we are far, for heyond

t today,

mMaeses in a mmanner in- -

the Lenin of 1917-1018.
ernational. In words and

L]
Lator we shall take up the question of the metunl uag of the alogan in 1847,

- oTy

resolutions it attecks the . opportunizts (and feebly enough}; con-
crefely, it carmot demonstrate jts difference, Far better if it were; .
in every country, to do nothing more for three months than reprint |
week nfter week the State and Hevolution, The Threatening Caotas-
trophe, Will the Bolsheviks Retain State-Power?, The Immediate Tasks
of the Soviet Government, Trotsky's Transitional Program snd above
all the discussions that preceded it. The would learn more than
we have taught them for the past vear and we would glso. And yet
teduy even these are Inadequate. ) o
Under our eyer, the mnsrey, the fountain of a1t Marxist theory,.
pre creating the basis of the Fourth internstional, But to. sec. this, -
Germain wil have to tear himself. from his mesmerized contemplation
of degeneration in Rusida and grapple with the vegeneration of the

. proletoriat, with the stayes of development of our movement and jta

present situation, sheped not by Russiin degeneration but by -world - - |
capitalism. . L

(b} The Historical Role of the Fourth international
Tn 1042 the reactionary. jawn of the Ameridan bourmesieie made It neccssury. for
Prutakyist tendenclea In the Unlind States 1o disaMlista organfastionally. from  the
Fourth Internaviord, Thut.- bumever, swinkbl PIOVIRL Ut sateorpia tonpalivhal
Idemn and an fnderast i thelr expression fn vrwanizstions and tendencles, It is In
thin renze that we writv Hare of the Fourth Intcrnalfonal.. - - o ny
. Germmin,:securs in hin exposition of “Troteky's pesitions,’ has na
need to show in‘procise terms whut organie changes, if any, have token
inca in world imperializin since ‘Trotaky wrots in 1940 Exactly similay
s his method with the laws of politienl devélapment,. The: Fourth-1nter:
uulional_wai wmall hi 1930, It is:still small 1947, The madses ar
muore (uF less) revolutionury as the case way-be, ete.. We must-redouble
our erergies, ctc., ete. But.hosr-exactly doed the Fourth'Intérmatl al
in 1947 differ fram the Fourth International 'in; 1938 7" What: new: o

 iception ean it hava'of itself aud ity tasks, In’ﬂi'a:light;.offthe‘;dlﬁ%lgﬁ

monts between 1940 and ‘18472 Germaiu“does :not éven: oy
se fuestionss .o o T Tt e T
the ‘inl the Manifesto of-the Communist’ International, 1018,
stutuy: - L L I I
o flhe Son Iln‘tmn:il:ma!ipsf mé‘ m&: %IEI it rrational
ant and indieptrd Jls puths; if the Szeona Inte i ' ;
mt'.:::i::zd saitlons. of .?"u"o'rk;r:: cthen the -.'I‘hird_‘;lnh:r_nnﬁqn_a‘lijs ~tha
Internntionnl of -open . mass- artion, the Internaticnel’ of fevilutlona
veulization, the Internationel.of ihe'deed 0 b Vet
"U\We have to cxamine thiz concintrated generalization, -sco wha
it menns, ploce cach International in.velation to ils period and arrivo at
“what.the Fourth Internations] means todny, That.ia the: historic: con
tinuity of eur movement, not the *dial character of° the bureaucracy,
The First Intepuational.was founded in nn epoch in which. small
houppeols production predominated. Marx basing _himself upou:the-
most advancerl <tagn nnd tendencies of, the cupital-labor; gelatioh, o
thest days, fought for +he revelulionary mobilization of tha prolzturiat
on the basis of unifying iis cconomic and potitical struggles, He\hla;l t0
Rruggle ugninst conspiratoriol Blaugquists and -Anarchists for the sys
tematic politicalizatiun of the vveryday proletnr{nnlstrugglg.- ST
" The Sceond Internationnl’ was founded on the renlization in N
. of ths thewreticnl perspectives for which Marx fotht' in:the Fier.sit
International, . The developmant of vopitallom  itself had solidified,
unilied and differentinted the prolelarint from the»,mst‘o‘!,‘,lho_:mtlgn}
and elarified its role. Its elearly mwrked place in the socind struntum-alA .
ndvaneing eapitnlism dictated the strategy of the Second. Internutional,” -
the mobilization of the proletzriat for revelulionary getior. But the

development of imperinlism with its superjprﬂq.fit_s crented tha: politi;a!

-




democraey and sociul legistation which dissolved the unified soei j
of the proletariat into nn amorphous mass Ctors dr H-umu _(Il‘t:on
petty-bourgeois swamp. ! ws of clectors drowned in the

The dialoctical development is now manifested with ex i
clarity. 1f the revulitfonary perapectives of the First "xﬁ‘:’&%’f&?ﬁ
were the cowerete foundation of the Second, the revolutionary per-
spoceives of the Second Internationzl became in time the concrets E
foundations of the Third, The Third {nternutional was foupded on the
uctual revolationary uphcaval of tle mozses, the  October Hevolution
mass gepera] strikes, soviets, aracd demonstrations on a European
scnle. Uapitolism had produced (hese just as it produced the fruada-
tions at cach etage of the previ.us luber crganizotion. And st cata
f:ﬁf:l:lw;a;';nggﬁ theb dfg-cne{ntit‘:‘n of the proleiarian rarty net unl.y
mitates sm but must take on to a prea v
dictions wiich are rending capitalism, 193 krenter degree the contru.

.- Beginning wih 1933, Fascism, the bureauveratic control by
state of 4_1|l uspects of lite, becomes the political method of tl.‘—rc }bottﬂf
geoisie, Government even in demgerdtic ccuntries maintains only the
form of legislative procedure and beconies in renlity govermment by
executive decree. The' lnbor movement everywhere and the Third In-
ternational _above nll complete a. strietly parallel degeneratiom..

Az in previous .stages, with the degencrution of the labor move- .. g

ment, stciety itself culminates in soctal catastrophe, the series ‘of
.mefe:‘ltgd revolutions which ' preceded World War 11, I:,he’war iu.e-el;'fsa:é
. -the insoluble crisis of the present. But here, the logieal devolopment
“of Itha- International Lecomes of fundamental importance for us to
- Whderstand our ‘own preserd and our own future. Tho theorstical per- -
mﬁw}i rqfl thqa'f‘h'mt]ﬁ Int&mtional, e'émressed most concretely by
‘ tussia in_the article: quoted, will logieally the o
uomﬁ\wlggiqﬁfﬂmd?t{?n of - the g“:mrt’t;. will logizally bsﬁ"me-'t:-la'm“
e 64, the 1evolution’ aifgzd ot chieving secial emancipation -in ~.
fob ﬂ:e futu;e..Tnday.“rcv_a]uhon must begin w?th socin) emar‘::ig:]t‘iain»'
. s(:-j con.:e:lvab!a force exists in the worldﬂtu Legin the regeneration of
- scdety"except the emaneipated proletariat. The Fourfh Irternutionsl. -
. niust tell the wnrkcm‘that.only the free ccope of their “own netural |
;}ng ly.cquix-:ed powers” und the “lutent eocialism” of their clasz can-
. .éa: afy thelr most elementary needs. This is the theoretical basis of
.. $ae revolutlonary internntinnal of 1917. Where Marx fought to unify’
. %a..t‘:t‘.ﬁ.il and wonoimle slruggles, todsy,-long: past _ that stage, .the-
ou nternational has to’aim at the unifieation in the strugrle of the

national units of the proletariat, for the international 1‘ee?nntrucllnn ul’,'."ﬂ :

. cconomic life. ;- .
'glu]: eré:‘annipati?n must be aoelal, . o
S nly the complete rocia] transformition of man as a productive -
. force con begin to cope with the ruin, economic, politieal aml! morzl, to

whith lourgeois souiety 1_\35 reduced und is still' further reducing the =i

.worl%.h e u
¢ emancipation must be intetnational, : :
. G E X 3 Wi F
iR R R
PSS ey ot
by R cory nor In practice .
b e T
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jective expression of the proletariut corrcspond ta the ebjective needs
of society and the subjective ¢laime of hie organization. Germain's..
trextment of thiz, where it exists, is superficizl and impreeajonistie,
For the Johnson-Forest tendency the correspondence Is established and
15 the greatest politicnl feetor of our time. With the werld sociallst
revolution the h Htﬂl?' of humanity will besrin. And that is precisely
what is nlready shuking the world, Vast millions of men are not think.
ing or veting as in the old days, They are flexing themselves for a lea
thut has become imperative for them—tte lenp from the realm of copi-
tulist wecessity into the-renlm of social freedom. This today is rove-
Jutienary politics, The revolutionery writer who does pot know this,
seratehes only on the surface—and then beging to Slip buckward. .

{c) The Mass Movement Today

The mass mevement today is ant essentially the product of the
war, 1t~ first appearance is in France in 1934, afler one year's experi-
ence hy Eurape of (he barbarism and degradation of Fasclsm. ot

In the space of three or four months after the June 1936 sixikes
in Prance four millien workeiw juin the French trade union muvement -
“lining. up for the elesz strizgle” Tn Spain the workers reveited .
with ‘o violence and decieivencss never seen'in any previons Tevolu-
tion, But if. is in the U.S.A. that the phenomenon ¢an be most: i
stroctively obterved. \Within fwo wvears the Awmeriean proletariut’
crentes the C.I0., which in ten yesrs becomes' the mosh poweriy
socin! force in the nation, nn nchievement ‘rively exceeded in’ ‘the histery
of the proletariat. T ' A R

The victories uf Hitler secmed’to hurl back ' this world-wide
mobllizution of the proleturint. At the first theck he received in 1841
the proleturiet began theistrygle on 2 higher plane, The reslstatie
mmovements were.nothing less: vhan_a higher stage of the self-mabilk
tion of the proletariat as lender of the mation. now -deserted; hy: the
b rygeoisie, : o T s &

!i‘cduy this mwmss movement continues in the: rush:to join~ the:

" Communist Parties, Nowhere in the writlngs of Germain. and -his' do--

thirkers is it possible to find n single. paragraph which reco

~ that this is the grontest soeial phenomenon of the age, the pre!ctax‘_ihg;|

molilization cortesponding Lo the degenezation of hourgesin. society.. -
Tomorvow If the Communiat Farties in: Westébn Eyiofs suould:
serivusly undertake = series of decisive actions with the conquestiol-
power ay the open aim, the-milllony would pour ints it ar l.hey“-}zwtad; .
into the unions Jn 1936, This is in no rense'a national or' Weslern' .

" Eutopesn phenomenon, In Japan, in Indonesia, in Shun@eti, in West "

Africy, there is the same type of .g:clf-mobiliwt!on. It-has | n: growing .-
with ndvances and retreats for thirteen years, © . ° | - - L
Ti French and Italian workers of today are mot’ the Tussian,
workes of 1917 selzing faclories chaotleally, ond 'teying to .run them”
individually, They have been truined ‘and disciplined in* a more ad-
vanved gehes] of eapitulism, in a more complex world, in o society
whete socinl collupse nnd barbarism are very close. In the ﬁghtly'-.
knil network of Western Enyope they are rofonndly awarezof the
inter-dependence of the economy, of the diminishing eppusition between
nntionn] and international economy, between natlonal aad interna-. .
tional politics, between .pence and war, the nced for centralized or-
rustization. ‘ ) . . Lo
EMHIY the Resclution on the role of the Communist Party at the
- Second Congress of the Communist Internations], Zinoviey stated. that
the former rubdivisions of the workers' movement jnto ‘the three

1 , parly, union, cu-operative hod - exhausted Stself. The now,
:r:'.?r'r:; ol!? thg'dicmto;'ahip of the f:mlemriut wern purty, .goviot and .
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industrial unions, The whole resolution is built areund th

n . ¥ e fde

even “on the day of the conguest of power the Communist ‘Psinr'i:' ::::t
ﬁﬁea only u fraction of the working class,” This was the nxis on
“‘.'h Lenin worlged for Russin und for the whole of Western Europe.
w A;t;"we are seeing in France und Italy showa how far bevond 1810

Any revolutionory party today which initiated actions fn
con%ncbt of power would rally such a membership as wouldfredur L‘:;
to the vanishing point the organizational diffarcnce between vanguard
and mosses, garty. S:'met and unfon, The revolutionary parly will
not be only a “fraction” of the working-¢lasz, In o country !Rﬁe rance
at the moment of the conquest of puwer, we can well see practically
every member of the organized Iabor movement und millions of the
petty-bourgeoisie as members of the revolulionary nrty.* For Shacht-
man and such, ol this is stratospheric “theory”. IYe: it Is only with
this in mind (ond not_revolutionary waves which were unlcosed by the
ﬁ]l::d Army) that we shall begin to se2 the ecatnstruphic role pinyed by

e-l;.ed :1';“}1;:' E:sh!m Europe and the Jessons for taday.
. n 1817 the. February and October Revolutions v i
<10 -the Buropcen revelution. preciaely bacausa of the gl?a‘;imt?!agéﬁ':gh;? -
%ﬂ. In 1044 the revolutionary mchilization of the masses [n the
) m: h:?wﬁmm uczgl%emtzi usniderllhe émpcndi);g defeat of Germany
K hay al and example for 4uch a4 mobiliza-
. g.!onth in %’esk:m Ewrepe as would have put the 1917-1923 ?wolklt{i]oz:s '
»in tfuf ade. It iz this the Kremlin, deliberately nnd far-sightedly
‘gunh revolutionary, destroyed. Could Angle-American imperialism
.orv& ee:?og:ie” i):gu}?;é gs ‘g}‘ thoulacohnntrlfls down? Leok at the rest
-the W and . judge..\We would have had a repetition of Greeéd
. (GT\'{E“.’E‘WMEhAGem_n.‘ns 50’ grievonsiy misnmlcrstaud]?s) in everf coun-
.. try in Fastarn Europe; the-Middle, East aflame and a‘movement in .

- ‘ization of the masses would have beea merely a predude. & .
_ Where-the Red Army Has Not Passed.

“The " analysis must be iaken to ils conclution, as our teachers

- Wegtern ‘Europe to which. even the present unprocedented sel{-mobil- - -

tanght usito do nnd . becuuse, today historical dovelopment tukes all

—Procésaen to. their logieal conclusion. . Alrendy “in the Spanish, Civ

War in 1836: the French proletarint was seething with the conscious- '

ness that it wes neccssary to'go (o tha aid ’ H
z a of the Spanish
,_g‘llllaﬂl;pﬂ‘glk:rhi .H:fy ';ﬂfﬁ fl]-:::mll!?;%ﬁ .of il_ltgr(rimtit':nnl ngtggktall?:::.
o stnoag hy Taly and destm'nns' oxisied, Stalinism corrupted
g ) t voyed the revolution,
- the self-mavilization of the masses i Italy and an::: ol i’e;mtg‘l::!)lr

* scalw has reached such o stage thet given serious sctioh of any kind, - .

,always deeisivi i )
e !inﬁﬁ&l:!\guf&ir};;:le@rlun consciousnesn, it is bound to averflow
n the-“Critique of the Gotha Program” :

| : ] € gram” (1875) Marx d -

;eegbt;onh:u htahéa ﬁtn?dntthtxﬂ ;yé:lx:.ll;ss btifore llh (_t-hc égtn‘i&?nis:,c }\A‘iﬂ;%"

only but not in' content, In 1873 he hnc{i o efor i to
take ) ;

the death of the First International he had ?ltjcﬁ::le‘:imﬁrutq%ﬁiﬂ&%tg

- patlonal activily of thu working clnss does not by any means depend - - S

an  the. existence of. the Internation Zme:
ter . the ¥ al Workin, intiop,” -
II-:I:So Chgewhtl!srplun for the Anglo-Ameriean lnvaginﬁo%:ggﬁt
o rrli‘:l dfnl 1am:nt:m;s[ul the revolutionury messer of Europe; despite
" inter A:"\.rl‘s NnE, woujd have faeed on an ifternationc] n’cule one
) Y, Anglo-Ameriean - imporfulivm, That initial .impulee has been

. % Mow ridiculous all the o '
the massvs alroudy Segin m-pm::lm“ shout the dictotorehlp of the party over

behended, and corrupted by the Kremlin tureaucracy ond its army.
Included in this terribie set-back for the revolution is Germany,
Eastern and Western. In Bel{;mdc. Sofin, and above ali, in Warsaw,
the German proleturian revolution was undermined, Those bunrgeois,
commentators whe declare that but for the Red Army, all Eu
weull heve Leen communist today, nol only speak far more wisely

_thun thay know but bave infinitely more graxp of the iruth than all

the *Murxism” of Germain's theseg, And ng recompense for nli th
we hive the barely concealed defentism by Germain jn the oft-reit-
erated prospect of “structural sssimilation 1o the U.S.S.R.", including.
Eusiern Germany. And to conclude, he gives us the truly prepostersus
piece of cupitalism in o single country—"the I‘frowth of the productive
forces” in those ruined,  plundered, tortured, starving countries of
Eastern Tuorope, the mnst stricken areas of a stricken and collapsing
ccntinent, which in another page Germain will assure us must achieve
the Seciulist United States of Europe or perish, . . :
A1l the Inmentatiuns over, the fate of the German proletariat ond
the need for economic recovery before it can once more take its piace
jn the revolutlonary struggle are the most pitiful cepitulatien to bour-
geols ideology and the divect result of o fulse method of analysis, But -’
for i phustly experience with the Red - Armyy .Gurmony. today -
might have only ¢ne prety, & revolutionary party of infllions, But even
glven the present 3fnte of . Germany, the revolutionary proletariat of
France and italy, dragging with them the Ruhir warkers, cAn at-one-
stroke lifL the: German people to their feet again. T,
Entangled in the meahas uf his concepty of h:urenucracy.;ng* 43
hus cut himeelf off from undersianding.the dynamics of the muss move-
ment todhy. It will hive.periods of Inl], retrest and:even defect, Bu
its mnin ocutlines. and-the coufse’ of development.ave already. ‘clear.
It is o world-wids phenomenon. The unprecedented jnovement .ot th

- Jupunese: preletariat is_only su erficlally. different-in kind. Theve:

being prepared ip the United Stlates {and the bourgeoizie is_frant!

- in fenr of it) a self-mobilization of the great mnss ‘of the nation which

will mesume 4 national ‘and international  scope that will -ghako, tae -
globe. Wherever the Red Army hag net passed, there this :noveua‘ent‘
exinss. - - - S A I

We are not formaliéta, The logical deduction is for-us: 9n1y.‘ﬂ_|
gulde to pronf by practice-—in this case empiricn) exnmination. Gers
Jubn may say that more or less he ngrees, But if he _dai:'a,‘;thut'.y_v_opld;
only bo anolher, example of the dilemma in which he -finds . b i
between his- rovolullonary strivings and- the theoretical stranglehol
of the “dual character of the bureaneracy.” -Far if he saw the maas
movement of the proletarint as he ought to tee it, he would recognize
and declare and build policy on the fact ‘that the extension of-the
puwer of the Kremlin eonstitutes. the grp‘wm of the most (lctcrminudf X
the must. skillful, the”most experienced, the most congeious enciny - o
precigely this self-mobilization of the masses. . -

{d) The Communist Parties in Western Europe:- -
{1} The Proletarian and Revolutionary Character of the Stalinist Partiss

Whon the masses ln_one country move; ‘the ~'world.. theory “of
Bolsiievism Jenps forwnrd, Now todny we have two and a-hoif millions
in one ltalian Communist Pasly, before the sajzure of power. Lufope
has wcen nothing like this since the Cruswles. It is here that are .
concentrnted all the problems of our age.®, . n G

® The membership of the Italiin Communist Party s asld to be & “book" mem=
bershin, The wbaervation ls withuut ‘er Lh WS &
legcnd, the party of Leam awnid “Srotaky. nethon '
whey fall away, Trotsky's Temarks vn the unkms in 1018 are sufelent 1o sxpose
a0y superfiols) wnalysls of the Itaken people and the Commuznist Party In Halye .
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Germain does not see here a new stoge of the muss mov:'
and therefore the new stage of theoreticnl advance, i s
—defeating Shachtman. 5 . aace. Ho ds bury instead
The relation with World War I will show the new Ao,
World War I there was o {remendovs movemen: of the maﬁf;‘e:{:g
the Trade Union movement. Said Trolsky in iDi8;

. 'The workers join the trade unions solely for the sake im-
mediate gaing,’ reply the concilintors. This theory i false frooxfl ’552
ginpg:f to end. The greal influx of workers inta the trade vnions is
elici not by Jetty, duy-to-day questions, but by the colossal fact
of the World War. The working. mnsses, not only the top layers but
the iowest depths as well, are roused and alurmed by the preatest
historienl upheaval. Each individual proletarian has sensed to never
oquated degree his helplessness in the face of the mighty imperialist

The urge to cstablish tics, the urge to uniffcation and con-
: on of forces has manifested itself with unprecedented power,
Hence flows the surge of mitlions of workers into the trade unions

or into the Soviets of Deputies, i.c.. into such crganization
{ 3 L, g 18 EEI
not demand political. preparntmn' but I'ﬁ:pl'ea;exlls the fnost zcnem?sa#r?-_ B

. .mnst.diﬂq,- expression of the proletarian class wtroggle,”
__The workera todny are.aware of the tremerdous problems invelved

- in the overthrow of hourgeois society. They swok 4 philosoph
a place, an organizatio: soel rec which wi p ot o 'y o l'“e'
gimt ‘,’ WO?IE':E iza t}?é a seeinl fore¢ which will not only be “the
-spree with' which~to rebuild - society. In Indonesin and 1 ;
_glti_gbt,m is, the, proletarian bose, we Fee the snment.u?‘.al :i:c?lﬁ‘l’izi};iiz::
- 3t'is only the eicupation’ forces in dapan that impede a simitay .ma

ifestation. The genvine mass organization of the Ameri

. Hestatic 2 ) ; - Ameriean profetar

- they so:!:aily ‘Mot advanced socinl entity the world hes e'.'ez?‘aieen. \i‘: :
10w that the Stalinizm of .the’ Stalinist porties is merely a subjective - -

tession of the' world proletariat, jnstinctivel ifyi
solidating soeis] forces in ihe face o 7 “taske. This Is the
- invading socialist: society of ‘ourcd:;:.dang_ers and tasks. This * e

The Prolalari_af‘Than‘ and Mow -

ot AR late am 1864 Marx's roncrete veonomis ' e
2oy AR lak - ogram showed h
clocely he' diffavatinted between the boldness o:'r his _tht;reot\lre':ll c:::

clusi nd - the cencrete stage of economic development and its N

‘refleetion in - bhe revolutionary proletari i '
in | proletarist. Even this scemed to be
;ﬁgdubﬂn;mfenzuzﬂgn;g%c‘gmmwe e;ulﬁed like o voleano undo To-
acted jat itself Jar Leyond his theories: Yet its strictly
(eeonemie program i3. toduy ridiculovs—one of ﬁ"zﬂm et“fﬁ?dls hM‘&‘ltl":st' '

gleef;’:-l{:akygil great pride is the abolition nf :uight-\\jor for Journey-

The degetieration of the Seeond International consistwd precisely

mederate cconomic cont® but o new poiltieal organ-
the masses, The Second: International plamdlmilitant -t‘E:de

unioniem on one side and soclal legislation on the other. But in- 1905 “

the Ruszian proletariat Iinked the
1 ] two together in the Soviet which
i f}:';eﬂt'he Fmtturn for revolutionnry netion from 1017 onwards, Yet
YRk ml:e ousness of the workers, the Soviet stil] remained a:form
actpoiiticn ’i‘m‘"ih’, proletariad polities, but essontially revolutionary
by t}{oy v?t:z‘lldmt the Sourgeaisie, Between 1923 und 1929 the failere
apd o ‘l", t:;m.-omt:mn and the stabilizing influenze of American
Prolotating :: lin Eurepe made ¢ Impossible far the backward Russian
h“dwmkg\;a the Soviets that content {adminfetration of the
wekers' control of produrtion) whieh Lenin strove to Inseitl

'12

proletarian class struggle” but, the direct |

eparated what the Commune at o high moment had -~

inta the Soviet form. K

The failurs of the world revolution reintywluced the oid separation
between economies and politics. The unions and tho parties divided
the economic and politizal strugpgle over the production end distribu.
tion of the sarplus-value, With the inercasing full in the rate of profit
and ke inereasing gocialization of labor, the disciplining, tzalning
and social eduention of the prolutariat, Lﬁi.-; repazalion between reo-
numics and politics could not be long maintained. The proletariat
received from Faseism a morciless subjective education in the integra-
tion of economics and pelitics which was not lost upon it.

Now, todny, the proletariat, on & higher plane, has drawn the
zhtimate concluston, Its revolt is not sgainst pelitics and the distribu-
tion of the surplus-value. The revolt is apainst value production jtself,
it his made its own comprehension of the pivet on which the compre-
hension of nelitieal cconomy furns. '

Bs His Payment Higk or low

From end to end of the world, the, miners in Germany, in Britain,
in the United Stntes, in Russin do uot seck morcly higher pay (“be
hiz payment high or Iow") or bettel working conditions. In pence:or
war, in smnmar or blizzards, they do not want to weik in the mines
ap all, Every word from Jopan shows thut the Jopancse workers aim
at nothing less thun the complete revrganizalivn of society. The pro-:
letarfut is not seeking as in tho Comfruno a mere political form: in
which to work oui the emancipntion of labor, nor ia it secking as In.-the
19£7-1023 Soviets a menns for' revolutiomiry politics; to overthro
private property, Its aims aro greater. It séekn a complete transform
otion of the produstive system. - . R A

.., The pivot of the whele seience of political econvmy as Mnrx ‘éon.-
ceived it his own specinl discovery, as he tells s in the first-puges of
Cupital, was found in tha dunl eharrcier not.of finished commoaditics;
on the markel. (Ricardo eouid get no further) but in the. dual chor-
acter of the labor that created them! Labor's fundamental, its eternally
necessary function in all sceieties, past, present and. future, was {o;
creaie use-valuea, Inlo this organic function of all lobor, sapitalist
preduction impoged “the contradiction of producing value, and™ moe
particulurly surplus-value, Within this contradiction is contained. the
recessity for the division oi-society lito’ diresl- producers {workens}:
aid rulers of soziety, into monuai and intellectinl Iaborers, O this

" class distinetion rests the boutgeols distinetion botween econoniics. and

politics. N . R . .
The proilewnrint in the advanced countries has mow given notice
that it 5 ready to solve these contvadictions and abolish “Jabor as
“labor”, s dMarx used.the term before, 1548, It seeks to substitu’y
jnstead n menningful creative activity with a sncial aim 0z the end and -
the exercise of its natural and uequired faculties as the moeuns, -
Natlons like the United Slates, Eritain, Frince, and Germany
could withdraw milliens of men fram production, fesd tham, ciothe -
them, educnte thems, sul:f:ly them with the weapons -of “destruaetion,
trupsport them to the ends of the earth and maintuin them for years,
‘Toduy it is perfectly possiblo for the advanced nations by n self-mobil-
ization of the population and modern methods of education to train
sud educale, lechnleally and socially, all- its. able-hodied population
hetween 10 and 36 withoud druwing them from Inbor for more than
half the noymel eapitalist working day of 8 hours. Thus while within ..
a deénde civilization ean be turned into o barbarous shambles, within
o decnde also there can be created such & soclal forea for production -
and “the democeratic administration of things as Merx and ‘
and even Lenin thought would coms only in the second generation

.. uf socialism. Tho needs of the proleterint today-are thus & direct".




response to the stage of development of capitalism itself.

The social arnd politicul edecation of the proletariat is on a cor.
responding seale, The world nnw maves from «doy to day by a series
of giguntic convulsions, Mer have to think in torms of glebai solutions,
It is precisely the character of our age and the maturity of humanity
that obliterates the opposition between theotry and practics, between
the intellectual preoccupations of the “educated” and of the masses.
All the great philosephient concepts, from the nature of the physieal
universe (atomic encrgy) through the structure and function of pro-
ductive systems (free enterprice, “socialism”, or “communism”), the
nature of government {the stute versus the individual) to the destiny.
of mar {can mankind survive?) these are no lopger “theory”, but zre
in the -market-place, tied togelher zo that theés cannot be scparated,
mratters on which the daily lives of millions upon miliions depend,
* The unending murders, the destruction of peoples, the bestial
passions, the sadism, the crueities and the lusts, all the manifestations

. of barbarism, of the last thirty years are unparalleled in history. But
C s Larbarigm exists only bechuse nothing olae can suppress :the.

; rendiness for-sacrifice, the democratic instinets and crencive power of,.

- *

‘the great masses of the people,

The world revolution manifests itseif not in the IRled Army but '/

in Paleitine. The violence in Palestine iz only secondurily Jewish. It
is an indieation of the stage:of development of class antagonisms on.
, & world scale and of the agcinl tempner of the working masses cvery-:
“where, The samé-holds true i the events in Indonesia, in Indo-China,_
_in Indiay China and Burma. These tell us what s tho revolutionury™
'pubenlinﬁty of ‘the profetarint in Britain, Irance, the United Stutes
-and Hoiland. R - ’ - EE
S . The Surface of the lzeberg

. "Experience-in the faciories hes shown that it is precisely funda-

-mental solutions’ that ‘worliers are Teady to listen ‘to benause funda- -
mental questions are poswct all zround them hoth objectively and sub- - .-

, jectively, The eubjective factor, man as man and.not ns the slave of

. eapitel, is now emerping as the decisive force in hinisiy and s argan-
izing | Hsell " toeorsespond. - The ~ bourgeeisic in every counbey, but -

partiestarly in the United States hus seen into this s far oo it is

posgible for an alien ciaws tu sce. Not only in highly organized inves- 7

-tizations und reports, but, in jdurrails costing nickels and dimes, and
- gold 1o the proletariat In miliony, the Amefiesn bourgeeisie is shocked

- - boyond mensure 4t the incredible and apparently senscless behavior-of -

;. the American Prolctnrint.‘ It confesses its fear thut the proletarize will
. never aguin slave at the assembly line in the old way, and that it i3

social frustration, the cramping of personulity, of its ‘‘natural and . -

accuired powers,” the meed for univevsality (not wages and higher
standard of living) which are ruining the );m(lducti\'itg' of lahorgﬂ"di
, driving Lhe proleturiat to. repested manifestatisns of i‘.osl.ility to the
society, The cond!tiup is permunent. It {; not French, it is not Italian,
it js not Japanese, it ix not Stalinist. It is proletarian and sociallat,

°. . . it-has been developing since 1934, 1t is crushed to the ﬁroL‘md only to

lenp forward again, bronder and’ deeper, whila the traditional organ-

‘Izatlons” scurry in_terror before it. Tomorrew it will ba the United. ~

States, where. the same typoe of muss mobilization, heaving ocutl from.
the very depths of soclety will tuke place. A
What the proletariat has sbown =0 far is only the surface of the
Jeeberg.. Just as the Commune leapt shove the lovel of European
_ goclety, and the Soviets in 1905 crested o political formy undreamt of
even. by Lenin—so today the proletariat has not yet entered into ita
new ereative period of political-economic organization. The production

] relullo_n.-z and the socinl and pelitical probloms of 19347 huve created
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A peed for solotions far Leyond the modest beginning of Marx's day.
Thiz i~ the socli] hasis of lie growth of the Stalinisl parties..
The Stalinist. parties where this movement has tnken cuncrete form
are not politieal organizatiens in the old renze of the term, Behind
the smoke-sereen of Jdemneratic parlinmentarism in France and Italy,
they are zocial organizations. They symbolize’ the most profound mass
revnlt ngainst capital that we have yet seen, They exerciee o varying
but substantial contral in their own way vver wiole scetions of the
wrmy, police, banks, prodoction owd uiismhminn. They constitute
u form of state puwer within the tationa) sute, dominnting the priv-
ate lives of eitizens and the intellcetunl life of the country in all
spheres. 14 appears as Stalinism in Franee and [raly, 1t may appenr
ax an organization of the C.I,0, buresverney in the United States' -
tomerrew. It calls jtsclf Social-Demorratic in Japan, But until the
Fourth International recognizes these fotmations for what they are,
and draws from them the full conclusions, draws: the arrow to the
nend as Marx drew it before 1848, in- 1864 and nfterwards in 1871,
a+ Lenin drew it in 1905 and muain in 1917, ard ae Trotshky. drew
it in 1938, then just =0 long will the Fourth Tnternationnl. remain’
unable to understand the modern prolefariat and it: own histovica) vole.

|2].—The. Bourgeois and Couni'e.r-Rb'voluﬂonary‘ ‘,Charach.:‘r_ q'
Stalinist Parfies . C T

Shacheraan attacks' Trobsky's -ansiysls of the- Stnl:i"r’tist'. pitsties..
discovers’ that- they are totalitnyian parties. This theory is the most

. foollzh of all Shnchtman’s theovies, But the more Gormpin. writes.in

“lefornse™ of Trotsky's ileus: the clearor it becomes that. Germain:

" dnes rot even know what he is “defending””

Trotsky had n worli éonceptiun, Ee never operated from' tho' hast
of Stalinisim -When he said thnat the Fourth Internationa)  would b
leading millions at the end of the war or during the post-war; ke wa
not “precdieting,” nor was he being “optimistie.”.  Frotsky, strietly
seientific, based his analysis o the bourgeofs crisiy driving tho Sial-:
inlst.parties to their nmional.bourgeoisies, e saw_a.';:.repetltfoqn
higher scale of 1914, * - T T

1t was the most seviousof wi) his errors,® - Tiis Ta wihy I 20i88]
2t a certain singe the pulitien] isélation of Stalinist’ Russla, snd - th
emerrence of the révolulionary masses undér the banner of the Fourth’
Internativnal, Politieal isolatlon, on the ene hund, the revolutionary
masses on: the other, were the nigebraic, forces which® would pressure
into action’ the jnciplent revolutionary forees inside Russin, But. ths’
revolutionary forers, by force .or froud, wery raptured by Stalinisn
Tt is'at this point that the world conception spiit-open. It!is-Juss here |
that the whole world picture’is diffcrent from what Trotsky envisajred’

and has profoundly affected al] mankind and the fortunes .ofthe. .. i

Fourth International. . " & o S
Trotsky belleved that the traditioral national bourgeoisies conid.
stil]lnffer t cushion of supor-profits tv Stalinism, Here are his own -
words, . c ' s T
“Tep yenrs ngo it wes predieted. that the theory of socialism'in, .- ;
one esuntry must inevitahly lead to the growth of natienalist tonden: .

ciex In the sections of the Comintern, This prediction hes bccome‘:ag;- LA

obvious fact. But until recently, the chauviniem of the French, Britis 3
Belgian, Czechoslovak, American and other éommunist partles seemed ; -
1o be, und to  certnin cxtent, waa, a refracted imnge of the inferests
of Soviet diplomney (‘the defense of the U.S.S5.R’). Taday, we can. -
predict with asserance the inception of a new stage, The growth ,o{

® It hat # Jong and dewply instructive history,
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’t?;'pemﬁ"ﬁ ant,?’g?nlsmsi,st:xc iohvim.}s pgnxi:éni(l;ysné the war dunger and
8 equally obvious isolation eof the U.S.S.R. must unavoliably i : . | by revajl-
strengthen the centrifugal nationalise tendencies within the Cnm[nun{ . ;:Ku}'; ':"t *:,':;::"" ::,:fgvdﬁu\lﬂ:‘l,""ﬁlﬁ? éﬁﬁo”r:iucg:ﬂliﬁnni?%&mygl
Ench one of itr sections will hegin to cvolve a patriotic policy on fta - . Stalinism Jn various 'uing‘ﬂ of |levelopm::t is the -orgun!c iitfeal
‘9wn account, Stalin hax reconciled the mmmu"istvpaﬂi“ of imperial- " superstructure of the day. Irrespective of the will and cofsciousness
ist demoeracies with their national bourgeoisics, This stage has now : of men it scrves or secks Lo serve
" ey ' L § production. But it Is capitalist pro-
been passed. The Bapapartist procurer las played his role. Hencefortk : durtion, which at the present stage can live only by the ruppression
ﬂ'h' cmpmuno-chguvinistﬂ wilt :"’_"'E to worry about their own hides, .- of those miillions whose ver}.juinlug of tha Caymmunlxt Party but
E;ﬁﬁ'}"em“ ¥ no meens always colncide with the “efense of the -purtially expresses their proleturian determination to remove them-. -
Ity . . L L selves forevermora from wage slavery which ik precizely what Stalin-
"Fifteen years of uninterrupted purges, degradation and corrizp- - ism has in rtore for them, The. concept of abolishing wage clavery
tion have bm;xjht the bureaveracy of the ex-Comlntern to suck a de- would transform Statinism intoe a revolutionary organization de-
gree of demoralization that it hay become able and anxtous to openly. pending on mass force. That they cennot unloose without destroying.
- take into its hands the banner.of social-patriatirm . . .- W themselves, They are therefore Unlanced between the fundomentel
" “The, rling. Moseow clique wil reap the just fruits of fiftean™ antegonisms of the capital-labor relation on e razoc’s edge, combin--
years' prostitution of the Comintern.” (YA Fresh Lesson,” New Inter.’ " g the extreme developrent of -capital—alregdy slipping from the
national, Dec. 1048, pp. 983-4.) . hunds of the bourgvolsie—and the proleturint, also slipping out of the .
: ci:—?!hf;sfh“ﬂbllae':ln make 'l’lz]'utslcy"s mistoke in 1940, No one seriously . : clotches of the bourgeoisie. . 7 T
, tpaldeng @ strictly econamle analysis on which he based his expee. . ; - s S RO
tations.’ Hut ‘what fs one-to say of g writer fn 1947, who with te . ‘ _ Stalinism—ihe Agent of S'fglio-qu{ial, . o
wholo experience, the hard facts of .Stalinism butween 1940 and 1547 ° ) Engels would have recognized Staliniem at once, In his' personal
ind: him, proceeds to make it again and then nuls thit forward supplement to Socialism, Utopianaud Scientific, he wrote: . L
l-‘i_Tl‘,ﬂtSk!-'fsm?. an A ‘ ) S - _"Purlinl recognition. of the social character of the productive .
B AT . Co . forves forced upon the capitalists thumselves, Talking over the great
-+« The Ropudiation of tho National State = - . ; i institutiinnﬁ for pmﬁuetinn :m;!I eorgmm};imstio_rt\e first, by, joint-stoclk
A A R - s pier companied, later on by -trusts, then theState.” toe e
It is cleay that we face'u serioiti probluem. It iz not {0 be solved: L ?I‘he p'oliticnl agc-r)n’uy of thig Inscyis Stalinisin and it will. do it

Fociety has been crented) in the last analysis serves rrodunﬂon and

by analyle of “hureauciacies” but by analys:s of capital, " -« with or without tha bourgeoisie bur so far always with the Red Army, .

K momic . program’ of the' Fascist paity of . Gennany | : “The bourgeoisie is demonstrated. to. be a superflucus.class.-All ita -
teach yn much: The progrdm was: not the expansion of finance-capital’ " suein] !uncl.inn% are now performed by malaried-employecs.”
in” the “classic mennay hut the integration of whole ecoromies, all . But Engels did not .angethere..He-continues:-‘ e T et
cthelr capitsl and all their labor, Into one sulid continental bloc.th, ““Proletarian_Revalutivn-—Solition of the contradiction.” : {note-
i gerve the intovests.of “eapital accumulation, polftical mobillzation; " ' that, Comrade Germain, and. note what follows.) “The - proletariat ;
Strategic attack and defense, How organic to the. contemporary. worl } . suizes the public puwer, and by means of this transforms the socialized -
, mavement to broak the off hational chains s proved” by the- 5y menns of - production, alipping from the hands of the “bowrygeocisie,:
-example of Italy, the ally, and France, the encmy of Naziwm. I the o into public property, By this act,1the proletariat frees. the means:of
lest stages Itallan Fascisim hécame the direct agent of German capital =3 production from the character of capitsl they have thus far’born
in. taly,Petain nnd-Loval who-had long dreawmt’ of & eogrdinuted o and gives their soriaiized ciruclér complets frecdom_te worl-ltasl
Freach and : German ea ital. hisltated bofore and duving. 1940, bu oul, Socialized production upon a' predeterminad plan become:z henee-
ﬁnmgdiately‘aﬂer the June defeat recognized the historie process.. forth possible.” L . ) L
ol in the Lourgeois movement, What Trotsky failed to see, bit ' The Idadership and policies of the Communist Parijea. thereforo
- what we have no-excuse. for failing to kee, is that such is the disintegra’. cun be sumiiied up gx the politicul form correrponding to the’ finn
tion of capitalism, that the proletarian parties even though counter- g - Torm of eapitalism, state capitaliem, which involves, not the exprngion™
zevolutionary, can 1o longer pay aileginnce to the old national bound- - ) of finnce—capital in the ofd-way, but the incorperution of individual
. .arles. Capitalism had neither economie bnsis nor ideology . nor future . . economies within powerful ventralized. economles operaling op o -con-
. %0 win the Stalinist leaderships and the Stalinist cadres to natlonal tinental scale. These partics are us urganically related to capitolism
- alleglunce, But breaking with the nationsl state ol all the phenomena ; i this stage of ils development ar wus the Seeend International to thu-
- of eapitallam and unabla .to turn to the “Intent socialism™ -in the + cloasic finance-eapitalism of . Lenin. I - :
masses” as - Leninidid in 1017, they held tightly to another pole of .q . We understand these partics best by renlizing that even if St
nower]' the Stalinist state and the Red Army, ‘ s Y B inist Rvssin had never existed nnd the proletariun revolution had been
- . .The Stalinist -portles do not aim at ndependent Stalinist R ) defiyed, .some such political formation ng, the Stalinist partics would
» statea. They . «do not, as the. pre-1914 Shachtman likes to think, aim " . have appeared. T ' = sl
. at doing for themselves in France what the Russian Communist’ " The Siwalinist lenderships are o -further atn{o of de\'et.opment. ol
Darty had done in 1517, The Stalinists underatand the movement of ' Menshevism in 1917, The Menzheviks trembled before .the “anarchy"
the cuntralizution of capital; In France and Italy they atm at the, - i of thie revolutionary fervor of the masees and fear of  the. Inevitabls
incorporation of these countries as satellites with greater or Jesser' . ¥ inlervention ‘The -Stalinist leaders in Franee and Itoly tremblo 'hafom.,
Treedom inte one ecordinated Euro eun-synidicate, They may be forced . the same phenomena infinitely multiplied. Historically, in appearance,
- to do otherwise but that is thelr ajin, o uub]lcctivuly, thui- wypport the Kremlin sud therefore they oppese. tha

“All democracy,” says Lenin, "llke'évery superatructure In gener'il - proletarian revolution. But Murx never tired .of i’°'"“"*f~1.§"|‘»i;‘i'35 r !

* Awhich 15 inevitable until classes have been abolished, until classless™ ; often the appearance of thim contradicted their errence.
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analysig of the Stulinists is the exuct upposite of the appewiance, ie.,
zhelr historical origin and subjeclive motivatic.. I. I8 becuure they
despaired of, fear and opposc the tremendous leap in the durk of
the proletarian revolution that they attach themscelves like leeches
to the tangible power of the Kremlin,

.- Gerdlin, enclored in the theory of power, prestige and revenues
for-the Stalinlst bureaucracy in France, Just as he ia enclosed in the
theory of power, prestige and revenues in Russing, eannot grazp the
fundamental movement, S i

. It is the class struggle which is decisive for the poliey of Stalin-
ism, 1f the Irreparable henkruptey of copita! drives the Stulinist
fcadership to break with the natienal state aml look to un esixblished

- power, it is-the driving force of thy mess movement which keeps
them there. It iy only where there is a_comparatively feeble mass

. rupport that the subjective decision is theirs, Tlut with the vielent re-
jection; by - the mnsses of hourgeeis society and the complete bank-
ruptey of the. national state amdl the national economy, the Stalinist
Teadership, uneble to turn_io the masses, must look elsewhere, They -

-ara.hald .to" the Kremlin by ar tight' s sovial bond az held the reform.. ...

iats to the bourgesisic, They are uzrrorizc'd first by the revelutionary

. masses and only-afterwards by the GP. o
e The PeHy-Bqurgebisia. Nol the Keemlin - ' R

‘o Imprisoned -in his analysis of -the Stalinist burcaucracy, Germain -
* doed not-understand: the corruption- of the Stulinisg nrties.) It is only
superficially a Stalinist burcaueratic corruption, 1t is a class corrup-" -
;. tion, corru tion by. the. petty-bonrgeoisie. R - oo

.37 In. Left-Wing ~ Communism, -Lenin, analyzing the- internationnl

- Eignificance of the Ruus!nn-_R_evo'ution, insistéd that an exnet anolyais
in each’ country;of ‘the position of the petty-buurgeolsin between the -
_bourgeuisln;;nnd the' proletariat was deeisive for the_elurification: of -

- revolutionary. politics, In' the ecarly yemrs the petty-Dyurgeoisic had.*
- contributed - substantiolly to ' the: parliementnry corruptien of - the'
Second *International. - : : -

- The Stalinists use the petiy-bourgeojsie who turn to it to corrupt

1

the proletariat.  T'hese. petty-bourieois® clements, revolutionized, are .|
.. rendy {0 exproprintesthe national bourgeoisie, and “plan the ceoaminy.” g

L _ But their_ronecention of planning in the. adwminiztration by themrelves -

‘of the produstive forees, including the proletarist, The prejudices and-
fears of intermediete classes have been used by féig! tei‘]ret'l Jldaders
in_.every . rovolution .to covrupt - und demoralize the veugrard and:.

" strengthen the reargunrd ‘against it. Mothing but, the revolutionary

. . movement of. the proletirian mosses will draw. the petty-hourgeolsto™

“to It, genuinely rovolutionize “it wnd icave H
without a medium for corruptios. v .ghuus.lnds of hul'rl.'nucra,tf_ o
¢ Thus, while not in'.any way minimizing the subjective features
of the Btplinist hureauveiacies in France or Italy and the origin “of -
thelr practiees,” we must first show that: their eorreption is funda-
nientally Lourgeois, baged upen bourgedis fears. & bowpscis economic
solution of cromomic problems und o bourgeols 1ezponse to the acute . |
class rolations in the eountry, . ) o

Once th - .. The Errars of Munis and Germain C.
nee the contradiction between the proletarian and the Lourieois
fgllign; of tha Stalinist Pnrties is grasped, pobitieal poiicy flows from
e 't was neceszary to raise the slogun of the Social-Democracy
‘g power, then with wll the more urgency it is nccessury to, riise.
- lt: .Jlm_z.'ml..?t the Communist Party to power. But Stoflnism has
nrti'e_a: y shown thut it will strip enpital of every vovering, including
private property, in o:"der to maintain. wagoe-lahor, the proleiarist
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. relations creates the

us proletariot, the fundumentzl condition of ea italist slavery. Absce
lutely unable to muke the Ienz) that Lenin mwle in 1917, it 13 there-
fore compelled in its own right o become even more decply the

quintessentinl expression of cupituiist Larbarism, In the closest inter- .

penetration with this slogan therefore must be poscd the complete
reorganization of reeiety, soviets, factory commitlees, preparation
for the seizure of power, wenring to pieces of the ol rocie! order,.
abolition of the bourgeoir state, abolition of the bourgeois army,
urming of &l the able-bodied populntion, workers' control of pro-

duction, tﬁeoplezﬁ’ courts. Su acute are the coniradictions of capitalist

society that the slogun without the program cuncretelt presented for
the full revolutionary trunsformation of society is a betrayal of the
masses. The revolutionary program without the slogan s u denlal of -

thut mabilization for the secial overturn which the Communist Parties .

represent.

At u later stage ‘the mosses may ereate other orgunizations of -

‘their own, soviets or nation-wide anti-Stalinist factory committees. .
When they do, a new situation nrises. But the very socin] character -,

of the Stalinist purties and the objective aruteness of - the -gocial”
ossibilities of vast -orgunized “wplits “fas thal”
partyy jmpossible in the old days whmm these parties wera. merely -
palitical parties. It is the presence of & revolutionary: prograim and;
not mere agitation ‘about wages which can -accelerate, ‘clariiy and
solidify these. e e T e
The contradiction contained in the very - term critical, suppo.

becomes nltered by 'the objective conditions. The .rapport. bacome
merely 2 basis for the exiticism, the mereiless exposure ‘of - Stalinisy
and th_i revolutionary release of thg masses which alane ‘can’ove
come i 3 : Lo

_ Munix_confuses the Stolinist parties in Western : Evropo [ with':
the Stulinist parties in Eastern Europe. He opposes. the sloyan of
the Communiat Party to puwer-{n France becausue, sccording o himy:
the Stalinist Parties immediately -set out to-'destray. the: power.:
the prolstarint, The destruction of the: self-acting - orguns’ of the:
roletariat is 3 matter of -the relationship of forces, nationsl. .and’
internationul, st a given moment. in 1817, the Boisnevik Party first
supported the slogan of the Soviets to power;. then came to the gon-.
eligion that the Soviein had gone completely over:tn the guvernment,
and deeided that the revalation “would. have to “he- mide.- aguinst th
Suviets; aud finally, came’ to the conclusion that this ‘iudgmnntj!fgvus
mistnken and returned (o the policy of making the revo ution. throtgh. .

the Soviets. A Rolelevik party that connot in'theory apply: this

revolutiondry flexibility will be swamped in the always viclent osellla-

"

tions of the revolutionary struggle for power, Aay policy hased -upon.
the cunception.that Stalinitm can at will destroy the revolutionary

proletariat, is # denial of the premises of the proletarian revolution S

itrelf, Munis' policy is to be entirely rejected. L

Munig takes it for granted that the Communist Party in power
will- nutomatically mean the destruction of the. proletariat and. re-
pudiates the slogan for Western Europe az well as for Fastern: -But

Germaln who uftacks Munis stfcks to the slogan -in Eastern ECurope ™

where the Cominuniet Purty is not only the o;gnnizer of & bou?euia
policestate -but is the unashmned agent of a foreign power. . Worse
still, Germanin has now begun: to analyze uthg level of consclousness”
und of Y“organization” of the proletarint in a “manner-which, ‘if he were
inken seriously, wouk! snake his use of the slogan a suicidal -ndventure.

How can he correct Munis? Shachtian hopes for a ‘good long =
“lemocratie interlude” where evreyone would be able to talk.the

matter out democratically,

Tie International should ztop and pondér what this meanz. It. is..




not diferences of views but lack nf clarity which causes confusion, Jt
is Jack of @ firm guiding line from the leadership, the majority, around’
whieh differing tendencics can aliﬁn themselvey, that gencrated centri-
fusa] tendoncies, The responzibility for thix lies entirely on Germain
and those who think like him, And none of the erimes of Shachtnan
should prevent Germain being brought to book fer the superficiality
and falsencar of his analysis of the Stalinist parties,

{e} The Nature of the Party 1947

_The self-mobilization of the ninsses is the dominating social and
political femiura of our age, Now that we se¢ it in sufficiently con-
erete manifastation, it s possibic to link these manifestations to
the rocont historical past and draw strategic cunclusions for the future,

- The old divisions between the cconomic management of production
the eocinl leadership of society, and the political party—traditional
- in the bourgeals nationai slate and maflection of the capitalistic.division
_.of labor, sre doomed. The classes recogmize the ‘need for a new
S social. grganization and the response is the. modern party, Yesterday -
_.; the_nationa) state used the party. Today, to muct the changes, internal ..

And cxtarnal, the parly: uses the nalional state.

" Hider 11030 Geareds o o -

.. ™I replace the simulacrum of hourgeois patriotism hy the national

f;gle‘d;:c‘it:; (j:x_:tri\y ,P‘; R and, tha 'sin:ula%:}ii:nll of Marxing socinlisni ‘by
ce of tha asme party. Whi li hy

falls in roins, & new'Gemxan.Y;ig bein holr?;.'P“ fomantary Germazy

o

“He recopnized the modorn politienl party as a ‘new socisl fnriné-. B

tion, and'his offorts as ah expression of it. The genius of Lenin, nour-
.ighed by the necds-of .Russla, nnticipaled 25 a conscions orguni:’-.ed ac-
gvri;y. 'v_u:kqt is now. tirning out to be the necessity of the social sirue-,
- ‘Such tramendous sGdinl expressions can only avise fm;n ;-61‘6;1;1&“‘
economi¢, ehenges ‘and needs, which are concentrated in the gt.ntiﬁch-.
tion-of mndorn production, As tha: Johnson-Forest tendency stated in
1!_'.5 Rosolution on the Interpational Situation {April 27, 1M6): "1

i The Sﬁliﬁi.jaﬁorr of Production’ - o

.%In:-Fritcr: and Britain any movemantof Lo musses brings them -
immediately “into direct: conflict. "with their own leaders as rEIers or"
direct representatives-of the government. The simplast of immaediate -

-, demands. concerning the hnﬁzh cost of living, of the right tn strike be-
a:me‘qucr-h{on}a of state poliey and continually posy before the workers.
fn, undomental question of ‘state power. Thus, the sociai structure.
o.hatutu powcer fu statifled produection pluces the workers in a situation
mflm- any detem.ined:stmfgle. compels them to face the problem .
-0 _del;gntlng their own organization in order to Lring pressure wpon,
and if neceesary, to-brenk the powet. of the labor leadership as virtual
Eune&lonar_lel of the oxisting government, ' S
‘Stayification and Boufgeols Democracy ; ‘ -
- The atruggle for democraey, particularly in the advanced coun-
Lries, 1‘:10 Jonger. the strupgle forr the extension of popular rignts . 2.
s Su‘l‘icutlon of Production—The Ideologival Struggle R

‘ b’l‘nday, avken the proletariat snrs demoeracy, it means abeve all,

?‘? . bourgeois democracy ., . Its soclzl concepts are dominated by the
en th_a_t the catastrophes of modern soeiely nrc eauged by the private
:(tl:i‘nershlp of the meanz of production. Tie neécssity that these be

: en e?iwfy from the monopoelists and be returned to the nation to be -
¥ :mndi or the gooil of all has now achieved the *fixity of o pepular
'pm,iul ce.’ ‘This 18 one of the greatest advances ever wade by humen
. consclousness both in ity implicit rejection of the concept of <luss dis-

R \
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tinetion and in the scores of milllons who hold it ) . -

Driven by tho oconomic and soctal transformstlons (and the’
sychologien] Tosponses engendered by these), the oppressed classes
turn awhy from . the old political forms and seck io ensompdss the

need of the nll-embracing. statified produclion by an allembracing .

orgunization. History ix and will be inexhaustible in ita combinations.
Sovicts ond the mass party may appear together ar in cembined forms.
The new content eonstantly appears in old  ferms. According to
Trotaky, it was not until the Golsheviks had to dissolve the Constituzent
Assembly in 1818 that the,concent of proletarian deraocracy became
clear tn Lenin, But tke prolelariat and the petty-hourgevisie huve

already shown enough te warn us that, despite’ the inevitoble defeats, .-

advances and retroats, we are in a new stage of mnsg raobillzation. -
In the Jight of the above, all the jroponents of the theory of the
hackwardnoss of the modern proleinriat show nothing but their back- .
wardness, Thny src compickely ineapable of annlyzing the aetions of
the proletarint ag revolutionacy manifestations of the presant stage of
the capitzl-labor relntion, i.e., statification of preduction. For petty-.
boergeoisie and proletariat the modorn party iz Jot a Holitical party:
for voting. [t is 2 sotial orgnnization for action—-d- onse- v !
jeetive and psychological needs, The  American proletariat may not.
form & pavty &t all antil it feels the need for erenting a party. of - thi
kind. - It will be political only in.the furmal sensc but its appearanc
will signify n rendiness to break the old society: entizaly- to; ploves.:
It.1s net . only Shachiman-who dues not wmlerstand: this. . Germiain,
preachdés an abstrict revolutiouizm, attaess - Shachtman with-a. Iot-a
words, and then {n July, 1947, informs us that ‘the- post-war prolets
jnt started “from a much lower level of consciousness and orgoaniza
tion thun that.of 1918 This.in monstrously {nlse, & dirert-raversal;
of the obfective trath, and the result of complete mi @ ding:
of the Marxlt methed, = 7 T 07 0o
The corigin .of this retvoprestion is the. same 83

, Gervizin scea the proietaviat too much frof. above;,in.its, relation
the Stalinist parties and not sufficiont] in:lte . response.to tHe capita

.. labor rolation.. And. this .(also like § achman) ‘he..;gt_actire:i;bpcqu
his basic theorctical conceptions are governed by “the.the -of _the
degenecated - Workers State and all.-that this.implies, - Tha:theory o
tho degenerated Workers State implies the theory of the; degenerated

" workers. - Bul fever by one comma iid Tretky movernsh

general.
unalysis by concepts of this king, and we ‘chall pursue it wheiover it
_appegrs, Germnin's “Trotskyism” i his .own -misconception-mnd mi
appropriation of certnin of Trotsky’s ideas, .and the -application’ of -,
them -in # mannerand ‘in spheves alien.to'Bolshevik annlysir. “ - Y
Tho New Parties-and the Oid Slogans *
From this concept-of the proletariat we can draw certain political
conclusions: . - o o R P
1) We can sec in sgnew light the full - significanice of Trotsky’s
sudacions usge of the propagenda. and agitation-for the formation.
a Lubor Party in the United States, With the tremendons ‘self-maobil
Zation of the masses which he anticipated, he jafused e slogan with
the full revolutionary content, exactly .the  same procedure, - that
Lenin Followsd in his advecacy of the Constitueni Ansembli. durifix
1817. The driving mass movement, if 1t were powerful;enough, would
in nction slongh off the reformist shell of the slogan, “Alded as always
by the quite unnendemic educstion of the coimber-revolytion. This.was
Trotsky's conception of the Labor Party slogan. The printiple a
a burning actuality, The “conscivusness” of the masses. loday i5-no -
guide to the revolutionary violence of their explogion tomorrew and still |
Jess 4 guide to the millions whe Tush to ercato the new. soclal forma<
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tions, Slogans like Nationul Liberation, the Censtituent Asscmbls}, ‘
and nationalization of induatry {n siogan repudiated by the Thind

Cengross) acquire the sume, no leas and no more, significunce than

the liabor Party slegap I the United States,

2} With s clear conception of what the revolutionniy masses
mean by a party the whale conception of the role of the Bolshevik -
Party, 1.e., of the Fourth International in the concrete circumstances,
does not narrew bot expands. The rise of the miss movement rajses
with it the role of the Belshevik Party. Every Bol=hevili becomes what

~ .Trolsky warsed in 1940 that he—not merely the apparnlus—must

'bemtfr!c. an ufficer in the proletariar srmy. The. theoretical range, the
practical political capacity, the. revelutionary dynamism, the discipline,
the cohesion, are needed not so much to meet the offensive of the

- bourgeoisie, 15 was the fate of 2 party bused upon the small Rusiian -
})roletﬁrmt. It is needed to meet the olfensive of the proletariat, Sub--" -

ective and objective move towards fusion. Evcry revolutionary uni
~of “the subjeetive factor” hecomes an ohjl!cti\'er’l'.lnii— for Lhc?evo]uf,

xtionary preparslion and then as a rallying center for 'svores and
- perhaps hundreds of proleiarians on the rond to profetarian demociacy.
.. ..This is the preblem in Britain, The Labor Party is a puarty-of :

;ihe old kind. It is strungling the new British proletarint, The ad-

- vaneest workers therefore either brenk out in swdden wildent strikes

cor_fate the government in impotent but implucable hostility. At a
-eertain. staye - the  proletariet will transform or fuse, but s}x;mehn;.'

. totully reorgunize inthe modern sensé its organizations to
iy 1 _Bens L meet - the
‘needs and satify the desires for which the present Labar Party, ar:d

-the urions are totally unfitted. To stimulate, observe and ievel
“and nothing clse but this is the main task of the rc\?rl:lut'igr‘;:rg'pv%‘::
E:Etiﬂn";fntmm?ﬁgl?u‘t h:i %nra-_nu:ttais policy demands a!clear con-
{ the in and desting o socinl q “the .pro-
setariot Wwhich 18 developing bel‘?ire aurec)'esfl mqwmept ofthe Vpro._
. 5) At this stage of statification, says En
. B) A wles, the proletariat
‘aefzes the publie power. These mass ru:a'hns}r.o the pn'rty g\'nplhe foun

-wherchy: the .proletariat givds: itself to-weize the public -power. and

thereby . begiu the withering away.ot the state. But 'ense

h ot i . K 3 the defense of the

,atatified: produetion eguinsi the prolecariat Involves a similar mass
whilization or erganization. . TheCommunist Pactv of Rusala ineuch

a’ mass mobilization, ‘In its compleied form it is not a proletarian

-party at” all. In-it the razor-sharp capltal-lals:. eontradictisn that
-exists"Batween . the proletavist and the Stalinizg leaderships cinside‘ the

parties of Western Ervope has heen resolved entirely !
. t : | oly at -the expense
of the. pralatariat-and fn favor of state-capital, ’rhu} motive fo,:-l;e of

~.the Communist Parties in Western Euvope is the attack on capital,

i not_exist because they have continually .evaded unswering even to, .

The motive force of the Communist Pavty 'of Russin is the defénse of .

capital iu its .present form—state-capital. Thus they are exeet ,".

opposites, For Germain and Shachtmun this organic Jdistiction does'

themselves, whntl Engels meant by stete-cupitalism,

)

Chapter Il ~ State Capitalism

In the trusts, freedom of competition ckatwes inta fts vers ewposite—dato '

‘munopoly; mnd the preduction withoat may deinite pla of capitalist

of
capitulxtee Lo the produetion upon 3 defialte plan of ‘the invading wocialf
—~ENGELS, Sotlatam, Scientific and Uteplan .

{a} The Revelution Thirty Years After

The state in State nnd Revolution {s the stute of atate-capitaliam.
In 1923, Lenin, near the end of his wotki‘nf: life, coutd say: “When-
ever I wrote about the New Econotnic Policy I always quoted the .
article cn state-copitulism which T wrote in 1918 In the article
referred to {note the date, 1918) Lanin said categorically that from-
petty-bourgeois enpitnlism “it is ope and the same road that lends ¢ ...
to large-seale state-cupitalism and te socinlism, through: onc. #nd the
same intermediary. station called ‘natiopal accouniing. and control of : -
production and disteibutfon.' Those. who fail to understand this- are,
committing an unpardonahle mistake in economica.” Jm, 1918 Lenin-
in. Imperiaiizn 2 popular outline, did not_ go.heyond _plain- monovoly.
eapitalism.” He was enrefu] to point out the ditfienlties: of cipitalist’
planning Ly trusts. By 1917, he- noted, in many places . the: rapid, ac-"
coloration to state-capitalism and.in State and Revolution he. moditied .
his conception of planning.. By. October le moved - still - further; and:
declared that the imperialiss state could organise production -
ity to g ganeral plun?- o 0T A e e ! 3

Trotaky, under the influence of the, Russian experience, ait
the fdea of national necounting and -control:by the:eapitalist”atat
In the few poges devoted to _stnte-capitalism > in - The  Revolbli
Betrayed, he was careful, however, to leave tho_:t}xgqret_t.cql-poaaib_lﬂty
open, But Trétsky ut any rate did. not live fo . see contampory

" Poland, Yugoslavia and Czechostovakia.- The- old . prgmment iused ty

be that there was a qualilative difference biitwean. the: most.
statification_hy the bourgéoieie ‘and the .state
uchieved and amchievable only by soglul:’_revnlut

used to ba that hecause of the-.an 4 0f I
the eapitallsts’ eodld nol” flon. But today. in 'E

- Europe all (e
basie industries are in the: hands otrtha“'stutd."chnnaEn*npm-giveJ“‘
a inuiivy variely ol sidteilons” raasens why plonning ik hevimpes

sibie - in Yugosiavia, Czechoslovakin .- and Poland. ‘ThaY._'n_re_f lready;

o mill-gtone arvund his neck, For Yugoslavia hul: b ithd i!.B\]‘I?

and it is modelled on the bluepring of Stalin., %5t Lie
Behind all the cvasions of all that Marx, Engéls and:Lenin snid

on stale-capitalism, belind the. evasions of © o) Yugnslavian ' reality,

" g0 humllicting to cpatemplste, I8 hidden.a desparate fear that:should

the bourgenisie or, far the sake of argument, any ather pg‘e:g,'l_mld
ol the capital in its iands, then it would be possible to “rifso;the
level ‘of the productive forecs.” Then the pro c@nnnt-'would_;n_ot..be
the gravedigger of capitalirny, Then Marxism would bu“ljtopm;’ Ii-ia
in this theoreticnl graveyard that the hurenpcrqtlc tl:qlleet!vﬁist.q.- dance;’
their witches' dance. ) , T !
The Proletariat'as Economic Force N
. The history of Stalinist Russin has: demenstrated: in life Tthat -
the only solution te the basic antrgonism of vapltalism,-on -which.xest -
a)l other "antagumdsms, . is_the. emnncipation of -Jnbor., The - proletariat.
iz the grentest of all broductive forces, It is its creative power whicl
alone can rnise the productivity of labor andd, establish- society on
rew foundations, It {s precisely- the necensntly io suppress this Jn-
paralleled economic force which is the basis of totalitnyéanism, = T
Germain will not listen to us-—then maybe: he wilt Ih:t'en‘t_o 1
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“Democrucy Js # form of state. ., #t 4 ceithin stage in ti v !
llilent of demueracy, it first rallies the prn!et:lrli'xllt a.: ﬁ“;t?:":h:'ﬁ:)ﬂ;m
:assl against capitalism, and gives it the epportunity to crush g

‘ e‘rvn:u.l hto atoms, 1o wipe off the face of the curth the bourgeois
t.hen t”a republican bourgeois, state machine, the standing army,
c r:ux* igobﬁ ::?i(lll l;u;:a:::em;?‘gﬁ ‘Lo e_«ubts:ituthe for ?II this u more demz:

tie, ine in the shape of the urme

workers who become transfonned ingn a ul:nivorsul p‘c‘:opl"f;}.r‘nr]r:lilI;?t“il:.of

“Here ‘quantity is transformed Into quulity’: such u degree of

democraey s connected with overstepping the' houndaries of hour- .

geols society, with the beginning of its svelzlis
L re '
Ic?:deedt' all take part in the sdministration of the :&i:mc'ﬁg?&u}rf&
nnot retatn its hold. The development of cupitalism, in turn itself
:Ee;lﬁialeﬁi o;:-e‘:ﬂgmt::tthge enubil‘e t}ilmiecd ‘all’ 1o take part in the
o state. Some of these prevequisites : unive
literacy, already aochieved in most of th d atist st
then e remsty achieved in most of € advanced capitalist countries, .
) | disciplining’ of millions of : by the
huge, complex and . socialised apparatus of the post-\:t%lg:‘:;“ thl::} r;l:‘[?

© ways, the big faciories, Jarge-scale commeree, hanking, ete, epe’.:

. '(Selecled Works,” Yol, “VII, p. 21.} .

We hope, but  we doubt.very much, that thir s clear to you,

;. Gumrade Germain, The universal lit; ini
ot . ¢ teracy, the tr iscd
N ‘ete., 'ﬂ:ﬁ& n;;ledlnlj:czie‘:ﬁﬁnnomac‘fni?srlces. Doyi-ou doul?t:?ltr‘]?ga‘l{?é;cggggg'
Sy such lc prerequisites it is quite possible, 4 intely,
© - overnight, after the overthrow of: th 'll" P B iately
supersede them In the control of rt?dﬁn'tl.‘llm e NG ureaucrats,. fo
2 Tk ot hebying acatine o Inboﬁ‘:" vtion and (lln_t':nbutlon, in the
‘ ”z"k:{}-ls,_.}l:y'the].whola'of; tho ‘srmed n;r:lp:]llt:tigrl;g&mcu by the arped
" the emphasés are Lenin'h, Is it any wonder. thut: Germain her
:illlégicr:lfut :.;z::n tl;l:.l c;;;g:ﬂqertnmhflughil'e;lcs,yun ellence l:xts Gggr;]f:l:shfxﬁ
: n the stay it of Engels? Here is Leni . T
s LS e sl sl o, ot o eyt
hnexams 1o ple, of st '-cit!p_ ism. ,\'er}:bmly knows what
modern’ large-scile c‘aipitalist'mt;:cl e e the last word) in
. ern italist teehmigue and  pl jsatis
;I;a?u:lnnbsd jt:; .Il,llljﬁgrali_m‘:;;gpois” ;amprinISsnzi‘ Ci‘og.:.l l:Et flli'f n‘gzsra‘\it;ui!:{_
cs, and, in_placa. te. milifarist, Junker-bourgnoeis i faliat
o3 er i B g : ST, irgeois imperialist
, cjontgrir-'-a ‘S:v”f:::," ?ﬂ';ffiﬂ,n difiérent, social type, of a differont: class

sum total of the i 3 . : »
VoL Vi o 8 ﬁ_gn.:;uhtinns nesessary for socialism,’” {(Selected Woﬂu.-.‘

Lenin saw to the test inch the class nnd haman riili'emnré in fmf-
t

d:{ctfgrn Ie.w tha bourgiols revolution and by the proietarian revalution
voae e, Lgl”'.lut:'wﬁ 'm;h creative work of organicing the new society
bopulation, A the 1atia! curFe) out (i teckeselutively s ok,
:JE'-%“—"T“ tllt'l redistunce of the workers and .t‘i:;: ;:-fu!;c:r‘,l R;:]eyﬂ.sz:;ta
ot 'i%a | ecavse the resistance of the masses that were exploited
i was then extremely weak owing to their seattered char

acter and ignovance, hut also beeuuse. the Tundamental organising - -

force of annrchically-const i soci i
,e.xp!l%gzll:lf_; nt?ll.imin] it(mtl“intlt'!l:":l‘:i".il:nanlrE:H:ltmhlosmy i the spontancovely,
2w sor ignor ' i
m“c]t;m:;’ e mz%;‘eg)r: :ll;gsmuims_}or ignoratt. The world-murket. i3
. ey sociulisl. revolution—and consequemtly in i
. ;eé}gl_u_rggg "11-;' Rfusaia which we sturted on No!vemhi-r '}’ (o:’;;o;gginzléz;t
e R-,c uh;.m;k of the proletarint, and of the poovest peas-'
-an extrenely i:it:'iacat'o fmtc{msu ?.Ieﬂ:;s!gncr%umu ork IOf gotting lup
: of now organisati -
tionships extending tc the plannegl Preduction il d?strihutllmnlotmﬂ?u
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o projctarian state, and vou will have the -

goods requived for thy existence of tens of .t-nillinmz of people. Such

a revolutlon ean ba suecessfully carried out only if the majority of-

the population, and primarily the majority of the . toilers display

mdependent hiktoricall creative spirit’” (Selected Werls, Voi. \?ll).
Ethics or Economics :

. Note the words “inttieste and subile system of new organica-
tional relationships.” The proletariat and the proleturint nlonme can
reorganize the social relations of "labor. The average American
worker lnughs at the bousted efficiency of American production.
Once his menta] subordination is destroyed, he can point out mesns
and ways of increasing the productivity of labor which are impos- -
sible in the relation between exploited, hounded, dagraded, ‘entagon-

“ jstic lobor and ihe opjressive and mercilest supervision which ir

capital. . :
Mot 1 Marx's theories but in life, this, with its superstruetural-
relations, is the problem of the day, and with it mankind . comes of..
age: Gempaln In 1947 fears that the transformation of private
nroperty into stnte-property, with the situation of the worker uwn

changed, is & solution to the nconomic -preblems of. sociely, Tt

shis, that blinds him to the full significance of the " revolutionary, -
muss novement that hos been deveioging under his eyes,'Xe cannot.
woet, it, analyze it understand it and help it to understand ¥tsedf. The
workera contral of production is the only. emuncipetion of 1abor, th

only reorganization of society on a new. productive - basis. ‘History
wili reeord that nowhere was this.idea fou ht .move. bitterly. than in |
the revolution vanguani itself, And this it did because it hod to defond.’
—God help usl—the revolutionary aspects of Stalin's ‘dual-charactered
Sureaveracy, not In 1840 but In 1947, - A s

e

(b} The State Thirty Years After

. Bul if the revolution hus ihus maturcd thirty. years after 1917,
s0.Las the.counter-revolution, The' achievement o ‘state-capitalizm is.
nt the same time the beginning of the disintegration of ca jtalism ot
u sucial systemn, and today we can’ watel. the process ot all’ stages.of:
developinent. Wo have a perfect and conerets example of it in, Stalinfast
Jtuazin, Our analgais of. Stalinist’ Tussia, including the .vietory iu:or
aroumd 1936 of the counter-revolution oyer the proleterian sake " in
Russin, enn be found elsewhere.® Here. we are conceyned - with! the
theoretien] conclusions for world development us a.whole which must.
be druwy from the expevience of Russia. . S e

In the early stages of capitalisny,’ the objectiva mévemerit, .
the. expansion of surplis value, and the .desive for. profit ‘on.
part of the capithlists, the phenomena! expression of this ‘objective .
movement, colncide, The capitalists therafore, huva a subjective inter- -
est in the eystem. The power of private capitalisis, over the ‘sccial -
conditiona of production and the power of copital a8 a general socinl -
power are one and the same thing, This i3 w. at.is known ag private
or free enterprise, And the system ean work because it firds in“it
arcluss of human beings, individuals who [reely represent- it They
tnke the Jemd In the struggle for socizl progress, the extension of.

their own democratie rights and even the democratie rights of. the it

population as o whale, . RECIR L
“Aith the inercasing development. of capi_r.alis.m,-'huwgve_r!‘ the

e e st . - K N [
s Intornal Talletin of ihe Waorkevs Pwriy, Murch 1841: Resclation om -the
Junsiuis Question, Octubor 19415 “Russin—A~ Fuevist Swste,” New Internatioaal,
Aprll, 19¢1; “Hussia and Marxlam,” New Tnternntie Bapt. 10411 An Analysis
of isaian Economy,” Now International, Dec. 1042, Jam. 1043, Feb. 19481 YTle
Nature of Russjan Eeunmm"" Naw Tntoraailonal, Dec, 1048, Jan; 1947 “Alter 'Wen
Yeoara—u, raview of Trotshy's Revolutlon Betr » New Intevnationad,’ fct. 1918
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law of value und < v : svoluti n ; : .
" like atomic e:u';-‘ggr i‘i‘;’er}"ii"e"‘\-?ﬁi’.’l il;'ntr‘;‘ot:lttiu? ;?hcl-:amﬂf{lﬁ gwtc‘m-er;; N drive for ronstant cxpansion, the drive of eapitul for self-expansion; .
. disorder into all economics, : _ pital and tarows - the competition with United States cupital, the need to renew capitaf «
To the extent thut such revolutions in value become acut i ' weeordimge to the law of value; how is it possible not te see that this is
;rfqutfnt' the autematic nature of self-developing value mukc:;cis:en‘ Y the' ccunomic driving force of Stalinist economy and not prestige,
cglgu‘i‘;:i‘::n:hifr?;ce‘cj' (i‘lfmmmr'v wars sguinst (he foresight 2o C :i::::’fall:"[ tli";:l:enuos'.’ Tedny every politicinn and economist governs
tion becomes B“big"-flntowﬂbggt‘t!ctﬂ':;t::&lnttj}gnﬂm:? tl?g v;‘:?iﬂ‘nn] ! ”;daf S The '?:-'f“"“.' to recognize thir is I:e;:in‘nimf to stifte our movement.
individunl capitals i endangered. These iwriot!ir:ﬂ ms"’l“c': of the Gertin® must sny that sociul relations of production in Russin are
value, therefore, peave that which they ere alleged p ‘fvo utions in . superior to ihe productive relations of eapitalism. This means “the
the «'E'do?‘:‘"?eﬂt nature of value in t?\c form.Lt%f \cB;:[t:'tl ur:’:'-{ n;!h?eilg, ' will and inteltigence” of men are no longer suberdinated to the objee-
a . . . B & o o i . :
t‘:'rr;]:f..llil’gpllrirze‘:e;ndcnce in the course of its developmenl” (Capital ' t:}::tnilf :;gfr:lti-:'rt}:;o::l:;r&lc?&' Eg“aeIhzvénﬂgf‘.:c;u&e;ig;] to . That 13
_ . Capltal, as state-cspitsl, in the exact reverse of plunned, Jt s’ i .~ Dul this supposed sdvance, this first step into the realm of free-
' independent ns never before and runs riok, The domi ]L’ ned, Mot “dom, has resulted in the most horrible, the most degrading, the most
-20ciety becomes the objective movement of the self-ex nating force of . -, monstrous tyranny mankind has ever known, and worst’ of all, &
which crushos tverything that stunds ia its way. Which cat of enpital - tyranny thai competes for world power, is now m Hetlin and alms ot
Durerucrats can controlothin? Fueis "h:"::‘;.‘-‘“_ ét}:ch Cﬂ]’itﬂllb'h‘ or e the Atiuntle. As lung ns Germuin parsises in limiting jts crimes to the
Marx and Engels continually pointed oat, the e nt thesg are, az : aphore of consumption, he has 1o continue to suy that the bureaucracy
_ malevolence. it destrays them, - » the target of its destructive T p)]ﬂn.-l budly, it cheals, it distributes unequally. Ils human capacities -
..o The. contendiction _between enwitel ar a nornl sact R and human sensibilities become social agencies, This'is not even vulgar,
and a8 A power of privnte capitalists over tl goneral socinl power. i far joss historienl materiatism, 1t has & long histery hath in philosophy
* . preduciion develops into: an ever more Tr 'e social conditions of and ‘politieal economy. 1t is idealism, Even before Marx hegel recog-
" tmplies the dissolution. of these rel Hore rreconeilable - elagh; which nized this mode of thought snd its political conscaiu'encu‘za N L
~conditions of production into ieeraa and -the claboration of the ‘ The Jehnzon-Forest tendency ninde this precise characterization
) "(Cu)gll'l;'ar,'voi], lliu' . 310.) - universal, common, socm]‘.cgndit!onn." s of 'I"Im*..-aléyf'slposiglnn o]n Russin in 1941, .Now in 1947, as .we’see. the
+ .. The éapitalist is only- the | o: . . : ’ . results of false theury in our movement, we reaffirm vur positions. For
. smalt capitufists but nl|yc§;‘fi'uﬂ?§f§-"1‘522"“'1’1". 9!‘lcnmta1.'nml not onty us, production in Rll?}'lin is subject to-the laws of the -unlﬂuﬂist-warld- -
“the sivay of capitai as this ut.mr.go. }z::ic lcl'gdll‘- ltﬂ elxlstcnce before . R murket. ‘The bureaucracy is as subjected to the bosic lnws ut'cnp‘it&lisml.i-
‘power, . Tn reutity, it'is the noture of " italp ‘tl= ?{1 . cdcmcntnl poelnl . b us s uny. capitalist clasy, All the monstrositics of- the -Stalinist’ soclety:
dgtid, I throws oul. small- eapitahsts t.lp tal iteelf to.destroy capital- are rooted n the iawe of tie capitul-labor retation’ which reach  their':
{the Jews) then wires gway practicully “’"_}:’"“ group-of capilalists, : . sgion in Russin. 1T not, then the roud is open’to subjec:
~~Germnny, fenys - wholo. tections of them ou ale capitalist class ns'in’ . ; bivism, the interchanging of the dizlectical rote of;party and:masses;
Czeclibzlovakin, The torror of- cnllitnle?m?:mt °émp"‘““.dv Yugastavia, - exaguerntion of the power of Stalinism in Russin and in Western
.. exceeded by its terror against lnbor, Its hi 'fl‘ -capitalists Is enly . ", Burope; inubility t¢ base theory undeviatingly on.the ohjective  move--
-purges. among the.rulers of Russin .l"n;1 1{:. eat peak ik the incessant: ‘ ment of the prolatarint. From end to end our movement in varying but’
. thet: thi= iz -net- due to preduction ;Tr,:zfﬂ;‘ga‘.g“’t "fmtlgu_c to helieve ! sabstantiol degrees, the process is at work. The tlieomt{cal"remeﬁy'-i
‘mnsters of their own Tate and inhamen monstcli-n.vq ke (hees men .. 5 :'r; ll"lxl,llaliitunt the primal raur.-—tllte produption relntin-)_.m'i_n the fnctories

The terrov is -rosted in the rel [ p H .
C e vl wor ’ n, atlona of preduction_and the need o - coeom
- Spdiy. e the Tlath ot Trcduetig g 5 i e - Toror fo Wl and for fules
through' sty : . 1 a terror which spreuds - A . : L " L KR

ivickeﬁ}r:e‘:al]oigctctilét!ém{?ni]ii h.""';“'“" of ihis, and not hecanse gt' the . - wihe nuthority acsumed by the capitalist by his personification.
sts and the Nazis, that the modorn barbarism ™ -4 - of capitnl in-the direct process of production, the social function per-; o

. formed by him in his cupacitf\lr us & manager and zuler of {‘n'cduction,‘

L

is the most barbarous histo
oy ry has ever scen, It is supipressi :
‘23331‘:}4{:;?“? wﬂgeh wodern mnsses, “the mig'htixlast li:r;‘!“:és?:‘l%?higt ':'r‘:lrllz -
R % Whic ‘t:'ompe]s Lonhitnrian savagery. . production by meana of sluves, serfs, ete . .
idealistm, Not Historizal Materialism - o Modern mocial nuthority is the slave of capital. . ;
. .Tr‘?t*‘k}? gave. the motive power of tho cconomy. us the L o “{Upon the .basis of capitalist production, the soeial charaeter of
power snd revenues” of the Luréhuerncy, This § 1y 4R the “prestige, . - their production itnpresses jtaelf upon the mass of direct - producera:
rngtice. Haw do you menstire prostige and poseer in oron theory and ; o Rivictly regulnting authority and as 6 social yuechanism ‘of - the
e proportionate revenues of {)'1 ha‘m' ""d, power in cconemic terms? - : lubor process gradunted into complete “hierarchy, Fhis ‘authority ‘is’
" probuibilily are much less than t|he- Jurenticracy arc no_moro and in all - T vested In its bonrers only as a personification of the roguirements of-
Within the catefaries of Sarsinn soliier] o oxfer, ruling clasy, - ¥ . jubor stending above the lnborer. 1t is not vested Tik  them intheir
- ehinery, the industrin] plunt it e l'll"fmﬂ"'mm econoniy, it is the ma. . : capacity og politieal or theoreticnl rulers, in tho way that it used*{o
obsolescunce and renowal i, Ul § need for constint expansion, its repid oot be under former modes of production.’ (Capital, Vol.-TII, p, 207)."
this {c—constant eapital) t‘iml".ﬁf lni]'lcti!lon on the world-mnrket—it [: S e o Teriod the capltalistic authority a tberra to be separdte
;m;!itul) and-the surplys (s-ﬂqu,p!{}; Lasf:ez’"g‘o:l:ﬁn‘xﬂlg": {v—tarinblo s _ from the politicul, which intervenes unl¥ pnrlod&cnlly, at first to help ..z
Huw is it possible for Marxists today not 4o see that inml!uiimuilt!-i:ult%% T in the veiease of conatricting forces (reform and revolution) ond later. 'y
4 Sgomer ar lal : .. : N Lo ' * The ahm . G \ feal cconemy fn rexerd to Rersate, the
o this question will arise, : N L . } cru:tll;{:‘ u!' Ld"ﬁ:'.’d..:&g..u:\'ﬂ?“nr&:m“‘f-';ﬂ :Iu_t:ln \’u ‘herc.!scao Anwmdh: '
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is osseutinlly ditferent from the sutharity exercised: upon the basis of




by vounter-revalution to discipline the alwuys growimng revelt of Lhe/

raletoriat, the revolt uguinst the auppressinn  of what capitalism/ |, -

tself creates. In its lutest slages capital as & reguinting authority off
thy labor process and perticu arly of socializedi lnhor, must bring the'
state and all wocial relations and manifestations cdirectly under itd
control, But the contrudiction between the capitalistie productive forces
and the socin] relations are not destroyed, they cannol even be sup-
preszed in the developer] stages of state-capitalism, They zre now no’
longer inherent, cxisting in cssence, They take an renlity, thar appear,
The umagonirtic secinl refations, relaiftms hetween people, In Russin
are not suppressed. The relation becomes tha actisa) daily struggle
of -the active antagenism driving to its resolution, perpetual revola-

- tion nnd counter-revolution, The modis vivend] of the econemy can
enly ke political counter-vevoiution-—the daily purges, the dally de-
straction and corryption of workers, workers organizations and of

. managers, This is the nationn] existence, The politieal strugale assumes

-the form of the ruthless antogonism of production. At a certain stage,

+ the traditivnal functicns and organizations of the state, army, judic-.
-inry, edmiolstration cannot serve their purpose. Power rests in -the
fecret pulice, Gestapo or N.K.V.D. The industriz] reserve army as-
Sumes the form of political- prisoners: Political prissners beeome: the
* form of: the industrinl' reserve wmy, Capital which, in Marx's words,
came into -the world dripping blood an dirt, now functions only in-.
blood, And ns this berbrrism spreads its shudow. over.Furope and- " :
Asia,‘and diiven by its own logic, reaches jts-tenticles ont to the pro-
iet:t.t'na:vn_if;thq orld, Germain continues {4 repeat that this iz the -
Toginie Lransitionn] ‘to soc m," that-nationalized prapery is progres-:

that.this quiniessence f gocial tyranny has its toot in the struggle
-men. cverithe distribution of food and clothing, Thus, his unalysis of
of Stalinist  Ruriia . tod : 13- tha adirect- repudintion- of - what - Mars

sixudyled.‘all his:lifa to. establishs: the -objective basis in preduction:
relations of all th bjective. manifestations of himan evil, ., - - - -
< Under . stute-cupitaliom, ' the’ Ruseian: bureaucracy i no “dual:.
qhnrnctered:‘ hybrid, product: of ite rivolutionavy origins and capital-
Bt destination. It fx* the' ninked countet-revolutian, Trotsky's" analysis
i« that the  growth of-the burcauerncy and the power of the Stulinist .
:Btute are due to the stiupgls over cansumption, that the Stalinict state
£ organized nine-tentha for stealing-that thg coming - reviiution s not -~
“ursecmi-but o' poltical xvvulut_:’on_ All this cannot stand ropetition
_o_f!ni.'. The Stalinist state ia organized on ths basis of eapitaiist pro-
- cduetion In the cpoch of etate-capitalisin, The revolution will be pro-

- Toundly social--an econnmic revolutioui the release of cconomic forces, =

- t.hu.'cmn;iv‘e and productive fevees of the proletariat,

"{c) _'I‘fhe:C_cimm'unis';" Parties of ‘Russi'a' and E:as"wre.rni."“.':

- .Europe . * - , I

yeis.of the cconalny_defines the ruling purty. The Rus- .
 Gommunist Party exists on the bucks of the defented proleturiat.. ‘.-
But'the proleturiat in Russia contains within itself (he same explosive
Qualities ny the proletarint in Waestern eivilization, subjectively - more -
5o hecoude of tho experience of three revolulions. The main purpose .
‘of the ‘pnrty therefare, Is to keep the proletariat subjected to the pro- . o

cess o capi'l.nllsl, production, ;

. . But such a mfrg:cesa is ' nat achieved overnight. It wag aclioved
and = maintained in Rusain by the hloadiest, the most savage, and
ﬂ:a most cold-blooded conntar-revolution Ji history, And it is this -
-which explains the role of the Communist Parties in Eastern Eurcpe. .

. They ars the creatures of the. Red Army and the cconomic, political | -

.rz" 3
atgad

PP ST ¥

. without the lTenst pressure being

E inciplin ing of Staiinist Russlel . -
und diplomatie power, and dincipling and training o e
It is uwmder the protection of the l\mml;.}!\‘e;ncir:&:ndnf&ﬁ?%%mver, :

¢ are secking to complete nz fast as
fl]ﬁts t(}!zcy cnn put_lhftir }Imnds on, the .
wready taken place in Russln. - : doores
' ; nial regimes, Not In an ‘article but in a dec
writ;fe}:ieﬁ:natr}?e c:ﬂ; after the day after the revolution in Octabqr,

‘transformation that hes

Lenin_defined the colonial regime: refbly retained within the bound- .

- ] tion whatroever is fo . :
uries Iof[‘:: ¥ 3:n state, if, in spiih; u{hits}::.exggre::cga;jgairre—m;\&i‘l&ﬁftﬁ'
whether that dosire is exprexsed in the presg, at cotings, in.

isi i ; d revuolis against national. oppres
party deecisions, or in prutehta.anl. o ita Ttate
sion-—it 15 not-permilted the right’ to- deeic ms o e
f o free vote, taken after the complite evae £ 9
ﬁ";?»wsmgfh{he incorporuting or, wenerally, o t}.q‘ strosger nc?‘tlgn:

B braught ‘to b_eur".l on - t'edww{k‘:z.
corporation is annexation, i.e., serzure and coercion. .‘?’dﬂ:l‘I YWor 5

. VI, . 401-2,) . . . B I,
Vol ‘v}.;np-l:. Mmrxist is unoble to’ nccel:}:t ““".E““.“‘.’-"‘?‘-’&""l‘ {a-‘g ‘Eu
“regimes like Polund;” Yugoesiavia® and- Longary, 1;hn .18, t.smn'l{dz'fg-
rade Germain, for him to 'stop arguing with h ;_(:prlls_n_ :

his.own. premises, © RN
e?cgn'}‘i}tll: ;:J?izgf individuals: who -rule’ Poland: nndAgdmll:n st.E{ !ai
and _direet Ity nl'n‘ligs" BT notlr‘gcs;aaﬁﬁ?:};f%%%j“_” us
“tied to it not only. by trairung. lear, and: olid
o b e e St bl i i e,
g ' p-onust be vassals of Ru . or, Angle-Amorican;
?;ﬁs:i:. uThwér}%legiame is-not-subjectively” to.ilis _Kx‘ftl:{glﬁl’“'-‘
“jvely, to the centrailzed capital of [Raseian. ;rt_qt,e:t;‘_q‘p_.;: e
Let Germuin deny this nnd ng;i; yﬁg a?l?g:olifmaﬂ?t ::p ;60 ‘
. FIE ey : N ir] 9 J, ANy 3uU of:1
T whuh?t':tlii:x’?ggomu;];.e:?té% - 5'5"-5;}-1»&&:\‘;7:11;, They- playHand

I r i g the same role a5 the ',Cﬂmm'-""h‘t"'l?.a?tyu"“f"R“H'ln"':"‘wiﬂ-' 3"

.?h?%t{gggfhurdéﬁ of. 1. colonial 'dgpehdence‘. "ngc(,'ggfr;r. 0'-lhcn1.fa
it is'te the imperialist power. - .
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- Chapter I - Imperialism Thirty Years Aitei/

(1] . - *pr

(a) Vas!' State-Capitalist and Military Trusts and
Syndicates !
The imperialism of stote-enpitulism | , .

standing of the prezont rtage Ef ‘lnl\;pn::ri:h:ltn :hf}c\!::r l::'r::(- u\'\‘-gslt;

and the concrete forms of ity levelo i i
d | clopment. Lenin, wrilin L
of a similar, but lers developed, type of worhl ulisintci::l-ugo’l? \.’;'T; }:%'I‘é

to give us a wonderful Marsist forecast of just the contempornry .

developments,

“Marxists have never forgotten that viole
1 nee wil g
3::03;;’&%?3;202}’“&2:,co!!npso;fdca]‘:italism on its }u];‘l: ﬂl.lli::'e:'zf'l?mo';
society, And this vielence will covar a hi
period, n whole, ura of wars of the most var i e
a L o st varied k i
wars, civil wars within the country, the intcm'ea\‘in::nisi'—t.il':zp'efg:rggﬁ

- with the latter, naticnal ware the emancipation of the nationalities L

cruzhed by the imperintinte snd Ly v i

R mpcrinti y varigus combination i i
n';.n:'grs wi’;:e? 'wﬂl incvitably form various allinnces vfit%f :eg:: T&l},:i::
. e era of vast staie.caniteliet snd military Lrusts ani syneieates,”

Thia is an ‘era of - tremendous collapses, of wholesale military deci-, - .

sfons of & violent nnture, of crises, It has already begun, we fes it

clear‘I"y—_it is only the baginning.” (Sclected Works, Vol. VII, pp. 315-8.)
Earbarixm..‘.-

"hat Lenin’ deseribed In 1918 was the b i
Y We ate thirty:years-further. The- v.'hblgk\'\?n';-lﬁgisofcaughtiImo

hnyecialist “conflict, There  are only two divisions, - .

: Jf Staliniat: Russin ia & vast, statecap] i o
7 : , , tali /
Amerfenn jinperialism i3 a: vust‘state-eap,i’mlisit ns:::'ld nl:him:nr? styrr‘:élt-' 2

eate, and th ion is a ' 1 N
e S Joee sincion 1 ovdencs G che el visan wioh e

:(B) Ametican Imperiglism =~ .
- .- During the war the United States governmen !

] T 2. W t transf 1
atate-trust, It planned its production and c:rn?:'m;:i‘:g

merican siate-trust, In the struggle for .world- i
embarked upon a government-regulnted w‘ingrld-econum!ildpig:'?:zt.ln}'.t’""

integrated -with its own "the economy of Grezt Britain;- it poured

billlons. into .tha thin seonsmie veing of 185 ullics; it ‘bought and

distributed agricultural producti i ¢
collective capitalist on ﬂ hiﬂfe;& ‘fglngf;:g:g-‘ge‘.'ggafc.ﬂie' 1t wcted re

- With the end of the wnr‘uJ:pronehing. Russia, through the Stal. :

inist’ parties, backed by the Red . i

lotarint. T oed b e Red Army, operated directly in the pro-

wid the broromad b;z%{e:a ogeruled through the Social Democracy

%Fhml?nlft e;:’owéetiwﬂt_lt the joint-unity was acainst the roletariat only.

s piv el ; Now carries on open preparution ?or war ngninst:.'
. m end to and of the world Its economic power cconomically .

supports the most reactionnry and eppressive regimes, at the head

of which list stands the Chiny I i i
himng-kai-Shek roei ]
:;L]:lpl.i&s wantn.h and economit resources tn atdg}.'f‘nr:u::: g:ﬂtnl?é ill;l;:le‘:
e s teh am, and the Dutch in the suppression of Indonesin, It
Supports I‘gasnisncui;‘nnry regimes of Turkey, Iran and Greece and
vopme e cstl ranco. It maintains tge tottering  eapitalistic
Hmme in, ppani. t ia_the support and ally of every counter-ravolu-
ponary ngt'lr;lc un Lutin-Amorica. It shares e vally with Russia the
Dopartment becoimes the rispaal okicrinE, oF Germany. The State
trade. Tha latest venture s the Sed “Narg Blaniy ploreien
proposed “Marsh Ve ant
scheme to reconstruct the shattered' economy z';l} I\’{%.‘t&‘ztcnl: ﬁglt’ief
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* ing Russin, There *he- b

¥ the Ameriecan army and -American -

dx ouoantpost of American tonde and o boactler noringg Ly
Russia and the proletarian revolution, . AP .o
By its unormn;m, swollen burcuueratic expenditures st home, its -
war preparation, direct and Indirect, its contro! of the World Benks
and all international esonomic agencles; the State Department's
munipalations of forcign trade and forelgn lonns, the American
guvernment hns become the economic arbiter of hiflions of productive
forers wid hundreds of millions of people. Only an ciunomist fetish-
ism can fail te ree that in its struggle with Russian capital for world
dominacion, the Amerfean state nets ax the eemter of p vast state-

wid Ly this mewns o coulrol ils, weonomy and politics completely
Lotk £i-tialnt

capitulisy syndieate within which it dominates the economics and

polities of its suberdinate allies, There stick to it for the same
reasons that their counterparts stick to Stalinisy Rugein, terror of
the profetarian revolution amd fear of o rival imperinlism,

HBut proat ns s the economle puwer of American. Imperislism,. .

this iz counter-balanced hy the coloszel drain wpon its resvurces of -
maintaining the world-wide svstem of satellitns within fts syndicate,
the hutred it engenders in vevelutinuary forces everywhere, and the:

.revolutionary instincts, sirivings and industrinl orgunization ol
__Amovican proletariat; the greatest.zucial force the: world hing
“known, Not in uny ultimate historic bugin- the immudinte nenygé,

Ameriean enpital fuces {he vamc eatastraphiz.viokeni destruction ‘at
the hands of the proletsriat -as . does Stalinist Russhu.-
1t is- enly when we hiave’ thiz na"our basls thog we
disintegration of -relations  bevwaen nationg wnd thé:
of the tasks history now? imposes upon the- clarse
_ We must understind the” haekgrovnd “of 'Leni
midde Ma priceless” formulations,i |, oo nT S
(¢} The Intérweaving -of In
National Wars b
Leuin in 1916 made @ iriple division -of! the’ conntiries:.of:the,
world, Division I wns the rountries of Western Lurope und, America’
where the progressivengsy of bourieois: natidnal: movements” was :at
an end, . Division IT comprised tha.countries. of Ensiern’ Lurope jnclud
¢ ourgeois” pational - Liovements for. Hation
liberation were onfie sirdor; of - 4haldavs s In: dviston I weresIn
Chinn, und other cedlonind " Sountries  whard . the - houTge alioe
mevements were just beginning.. Those - divisions, the result. fﬁe
graphical conditionz..aud_ sochtl relations,”are ; equally valid - today,.
with, howevyr, tremendous changes which Involve, the new; relutm_t!s
and new tactienl, approuches. to the “struggle for socinllsmy b -2axly
‘In 1847, Division J, pfter thirty vears of enpitalist disintegration,
ciows that the bourgeolg-uationzl muvements -are o longer- mgw]
“not- progressive” They have abandoned™ their -historic - roles. 2 The:
bourgeaise .of- Frnnc"!e,‘ italy, Giermany mnd Japan no lenger belleves
in national independence. - ° . R LT
. It is t.her'-.-?:re. natural thnt among the advanced- .countries
this movement to the . syndicate 5 mbst powerful, The - syniticate
alone is suited to the advanced ccuntrics of Western Europe, '+
As so0n as - we.iook, at Lenin's | I B
entirely different stmctnrﬁl'i'om. Russin was fn oppressor .matlon
in 1916, Bub 1917 showed thut even itz own bourgeois . probloms
wore dependent upen the proleturint fop solution. The history  of
Ttuskiz -to dute shows that, even the Russion. proletarlat,-in faolation,
jetcrminati e
even. the democratic problem of gelf-detcrmination. |
In 1930 raised the slgxan- of .an independent Ukrnine. The wholg
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a Divialon - IT we. can: 50, on;

s proved incapable of solving not unly the soelaliub}.};me ‘Tmt?l‘tly 3




t
. history of Russia since 1917 ond the missrable, bloody history of thi
- countries of Epstern Furope since 1516 have shown, as we would
expect, thut thore i no salvation for them as capitnlist countriep,
But long before 1947 it wax pussible to see that there is mo sulvatien
for them at all ae inolated countrics, capitalist or socinlist, Estonis,
Latvia, Lithuaniz, Czechoslovakia, the Ukraine, the Balkan countrigs,
Greece, Polund, cannot survlve even xx isolated aocialist stater. Ger
main’s Marxisn' does not knaw what every Polish workmun koows.
For :}ea:!,y two hundred yvears a bourgesls Poland was constantly
\partiticned and reportitioned. The Poland of 1918 was an nartifiefal
¢rention, maintuined by m ‘balance of power which was destroyed in
¢ war. Now today Poland as an isolated natien, capitulist or
sociglist, is finished forever, and the same s true of the other
. countries of Eastern Central Eurspe, .
Germzin catls them “the buffer-countries.” Hic pro-Sialinism, the
spectacles threugh which -he views rejations beiween nutions-ns he-
twean claskes, has led him to endorse atitle which is the exuct opposite
of the truth. Buffer is precisely what they cannot he. Their whole
history shows thet they have to, belong. After 1848, Hungary and

Iater _Canchoslovalkin, clustered around  Avstela {henca: the  Dunl

- Honth]{) In order to suve- themselves from a- realer oppreseinn.—
Tsarist Ruasia, After 1918 some of thom formed the Little Eutente,
under the economic aud palitical guidance of Frunce. The decline of
France swept them into the orbit and then the demination of Germuny,

It is no auccident thu. at the first shock Germany wiped away the

Polish and Yugosluy. bourgenisle. The defeat of Germany swaopt them
into the power of ‘Russia. The conclusion is obvious, It is that for
Austria, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakin, Greece and the others, . any
.- cconomie organisation’ which iz not based on-the Sweialirt -United

Statea' of Eurspe or at the very least on n Federation of Socinlist,

_Staten in Enstern Europe js reactionary,

As natiorial units they are doomed either to 'participatinn”in a

© socinlist federation or subordinaifon to a vasi state-capitalist truat
... or syndicate: This is the given'stuye of the glven epoc 1, the result
of the cintralization of capital.: This'is the economic and focin! move-
ment piowing steadily ‘through the decades which has now reached n
climax in the coalescence arvund the stute-enpitalist militury trust of
. Russia. The concrete movement might have hecn othérwise but it ix
. only 47 {heory” which eun expinmn . Lenin did not join the terms,

. 7. State, capital, military and trust by accident. The com eition on the . -

world-market . fuces these {nto one centealized force. -Palitics beeomas
tne most highly concentrated and comprehensive expression of the
Taws of the world-market. Germaln, in the face of the reality,-on-
.tif:.\iies to divide the ccenomic from the strategic needs of & rotalifatian
siate, -

Today in Europe ns far south.as Greece, but above all in Palard,
there is ‘und can Le no isoluted civil war, Evary eanference, every
eccnomie 'dcn!, all loans,  “relic],*  peacc-seitlements, production,
. &rabs of territory, withdrawal or majntenance of troops, clections,

-are gaverned by the rtruggle far the dominntion of Europe between
the United States and Russin. All political opposites, national and
internutional, polities and economies,” peace and war, are beginning
ic assume identity, In 1940 the small rtates, pawns m the handg of
the hig oncs, only had freedom to a limiled oxtent, to choose hetwesn
thelr masters. Teduy Garmany, the heart of Europe hus' no frecdoms
- of cholee. In the cabinets of France and Italy the rival powers

have thoir ropresentativea evenly mutched, and ‘every step iz cal-

Jculated for its offect on the" world proletariat and tha struggle for
power betweqp a state-cupitalist military trust and o stutle-enjpitalist
military syndicate. -

Chapter IV - Poland - Where All Roads Meet s

There is no better example than Poland jtself of how o national
situution develops. how Marxist policy changes, nnd how we must |
coneretoly apply Marxist fundamentale, In dwlfng with Paland.and /
self-determinntion in 1003, Lenin poses two epnchs~—(1} the epoch of
the formation of nationul states ending about 1871 and 2) the enoch
of 1003, “the age of desperate reaction, of extreme teneion of all forces
on the eve of the prolatarian_revolutivn , . .** Doring both periods,
Polnnd -was divided between Germany, Austria-Hungary and Russia.
Yet the policy for cach period was sharply distinet,” In the firss -
period Marx and Engels ruised the dogun of self-determinntion for..
an- indepemdent bourgesis Poland to help defend demotratic . Europe -
against  Tuarist- reaction, In the sccond period Franz Mehring . de- -
nounced this policy. The Polish Sociulist Party, the P.P.S,, was, gain-
ing ground among the petty-bourgeoisic with itz slogana -of. armed
Insurrection and terroriem ugsinar Tsarlem. .3t gought .fo. unite:ths

" threc purts of Poland inte a hourgeois statg, By 1502, said Mshring,

- an_dndependent hourgrois: Poland iz immossible. znd., therefors the

Polish proletariat in all three sections should fight “unreservedly with
its closa brothers, Lenin, cautjous us, olways, rtated that he would not: =
decture the im}:ossibilit of m bourgecls Polund as cotegorically as did
Mehring. But he ugreed sufficlently for. the time with the.anslysis.to

aceept the pelitics] eonclusion os absolutaly corvect. The' unity - ofthe
roletarint of the appresued und . oppressing nations, & “curdinal: point,
n the -Leninist “doctrine. of . relf-determination,  here: essuine
extreme form. . F v s
Yet Jlong. before 1918 the specific “historical cirenmstane

=,

- anees, relations, ete. which culminated in' the \var -of ' 1814 Lsd:opened
 up new possibilities for an ‘independent bourgeols.Paland, -Lenin said

80 plainly und now defended the right of self-detérmination-fo

“bourgeois Polana’ aguinst Tsarist Russiz,"His malii- reason. now;

5
thut the right of self-deiermination’ did ‘not nnd could - not . arider

‘eapitalism mean Ireedom frem an cconomic’ dominction: by gres

powers, Such freedom was Impossible under capitalism.. But.the. right
of relf-doterminntion meant political freedotn of a state, freedom for
the full nnd free development of the.class . atruggle,. freadom for: the:
proletariai {o develop iy demoeratle lnstinets and téndenclag, Furthe
the slogan of selt:determination had 'undergene s claps development..
The Russion liberal bourgcolsie had. hitharts supported the. slogan,
but under the blows of the Russian proletarint, they Yecame antugon
fatle t itc Thus Holwheviam: teok over the slogun as n proletarion
demand, | , : ) o T R
- Thiz at once involver the important distinction between the right
of self-determination and the raising of ithe demand. Lo
.. 8o tentutive ond conditioned is the actual demand ug distinct from
the abstract right, that Lenin, while defending the- right of Norway:.
to_sceede from Sweden, states thut if such-a demand could reault in
a Europenn war, then while the right should be fought for, the demand -
should not he ralsed, That is for the Shuchtmunites to think overs
On the other hand, Lenin, In 1016, quotes Engels to the effectthat
colonial India would be justified in making ‘o revolution against
“victorlous rociniism” in RBritnin. And this is for Gesmnuin and hfg

co-thinkers to ponder over. .
Co ‘ A Stago Beyond 1915 R

The Jolnson-Forest tendency, n its strategy and tactica on the
question of self-determinaiioy, bos never nt_ any time lost sight 'f"
T Tentn lived perpetunily with theso idens, even fn 1808,

38




LY . .
the relation between the given stage of the epoch, the particular type
$ councry involved, and the given stige of class 1¢.ations; und the
olfcef. of fhis fic...=d in Burspe, for instonce, upon Lhe struggle for
the cominen goul, the Soeindist United States of Eurnpe:

In 1043, immediately aftee Stalingrad, which outlined -the future
course of bouigesis Euvope, the Jolnsen-Foreat tendency, in violent
opposition 1o Lhe Shachtmanite thesis on the national gquestion, pointed
out t'nt henceforth there couwid be no independent bourgeois stutes
of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania. . .

In 1946, this ume against the LK.1k, we paured us mugh seorn
as wo could on thalr idea of “aulonamous,” “bourgenis states™ na pra-
limiary to socialar, We said: . o

“During World War I it was one of Lenin’s basic arguments on
“gelf-determination that ceonomic Jomination did mot mean palitical
domination, Today, and that is the new stage, econemic ol political
domination go hind In hand.” (Hizifilesl Tetrogression or Socinlist
Revolution” New Internationul, Jan., Feb. 1046.) L .

: This was u tremendous step forward frem Lenin's position. By
May 1948 our nnalysis of.the stage of the epoch had been In vur view
50

iclontly corfirmed by the conerete happenings in Furope, In our

internationa! resclution therefore we eluborated policy, . L
.. *The Angle-American bunrgeoisie and the Second Internutionsl
seck to bribe the pruletarint: to accept’ the overlordship of American

$mperfalistm in return for honrgeois-demucratic forms snd American -

ecornmic aid.

“russian in;hif;:lﬁli;iﬁ' and {is Stalinist sotellites seek 1o {yrannize’

and then to brite the proletarint to aceept the virlunl overlardshiy.
of Rusginn impericiism - under 'the guize of the European continent
in-a new soclal order . . ... o LY :

. 402 “Under- theso. cirenmsinnees’ i iz’ 0 matter of life and " death for -
‘the Fourth Internationnl to-uppose both these ruincus rosds, and it .

“ean do so'only by linking the struggle for mations] ccoromie rehabili- -

" tntion to the struggle for- the Sociallst United States of Europe.
© o wAByeialist Franse in’ a Socinlist Uniled. Siates of -Europe
«). Sgeialist Poland in: n Socinlist United States of Europe
“\ Sociclist Germany in @ Socinlist United Statet of Europe,”

-From- this bhasic aralysis we then outlined a conerete polizy f(,»)"

* - Russinn-dominated . Burnpe and. Asia: -

ity Bastedn - Buvape - Uie- proletariat cfsces t.":‘u colos=al " task . of cat TG
averthrowing not the delegated but the direct military power-of 1he.

- Rugsinn state. In ite xear, it hus the armed forces ¢ Mussin aceupying

" [Germany, Under these circumstances, the movement againat Russian

“domination in ‘the repurate coupiries must therefors orirnl towards
. tha unification of proletaviun struggle in the dircetly oppressed slatesy
including Germaony., A 'muass revolutionary movement with a common

peagran: sl -an ndveneed socinl gonl hes the Lest, possibility of ehuking - h

the discipline of the Russian armics ond re-nwakening in them the
traditions of ithe October Revolution. :

#“With this perspective the proletariat is assisted in the carrying’

out of the daily struggles against the oppressing imperizlisu power,

" Without a perspective. of. internntionnl strugzle, the advaneud work-
ers will be loss fortitfed agoinst Stalinist propngandn or the defeatisn

.which will await intervention on- the ypart of anothoer- jmperiulist
power as the only means of ridding itself of the Russlan domination,
exploitation and ‘plunder. - : e

“A similar situation in Eestern Asla (Koren, Manchuria, ete)
poaes similar tasks for the Fourth International.” :

S We have never wavered. -Ours is a political position, rooted in
* the wost enreful, systematic annlysiz of the develoding relations be-

tween the clnsses and the nations within. the struggle for the world
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- and simple, To say thnt Polond will be'

of twn vart state-capitalist trusts and syrdicates,

Now today it is posrible to summarize our positfon even l'noi"e‘ ’

coneretely and bring to besr upon it our whole anslysis. .
- 1, Cluss rale over the proletarint fn IPoland is impessible without ™
active support from an outside imperinlist power. -

2. Poland cannot be ruled by the Polish proletariat os lonyg av -

the present bulance of power continucs, ) N
3. Far more than Mehring and Lonin in 1903, it is necessury io.-
see that the Polish proletariat must orient itseld first and foremost -

townrds its elass brothers. The objective situation demandg that sxme

repudiation of both sides which Trotsky envisaged in Sprin in 1038
in case the inferuention on both sides assumed dominance: The polities
of Poland is the polities of war, T

4, This exemplifies the form taken in our day of ‘the perpetual
Marxist atroggle for the u:utdr of the proletarial. In Marx's ‘day- it
was n struggle to integrate the.cconomic and political aspects’ We
have troced it and shown that today, objeclively, as @ result of the
concrete conditions of deeaying capitalism rnd the coneretely develop-
ing and invading socialist soclely, revolutionary policy.must unl t.g::
proletariat internationally, for the soiution 'of inmediate needs

- " Shachtman and Bourgeois Politics’ -
__Examinntion of tho policles of Shachtman and. Germainghov

confusion inte which they fall becsuse ‘nelther has token ' tha ‘trn
to cstablich 2 sound theoretieal basis ') o

" "Shachtman boyins by declaring. the: complete. indepindenca’ ot ther
revolutionary party.” Thiteby lm=igs 'read):"‘tg".ahhﬁ-ﬁ' \_'

Bt the ‘vayy
tionary party is for cverythi fcvn!utionnrj;_indudihg’;‘.}.he’tSb.:itdliit ?
Unitnd States of the World.  Having, ns hé belloves, covered : himeelr:
up from all “stiacks” (literary squabblings and debatiug! polmd)y
then gets down to business. ,-His-p:ﬂey- is'.ﬂle"imlicyl ‘of-Mexitical "Bippod
to Mickolajezk”. Now critieal' support of Mickolajezk /can; meas:: only:
one thing—thut Shachtman is for the vietery. of Difekolajégles Ee
all time, hut as & first stame. This pol|n¥,is'_'_bourg§ols"‘fhli_ﬁ‘c‘a

‘ rie’ under ' Mickelnida
fantasy. Mickolejezk stands or falls by Anglo-American:”

It {s neceessary to remind thian realistic’ practivalist 2
realism, Stalln in Central Eurape is not playing ,"‘gsma-"qr,{mk
: y-hp darh

"bating pointa in pre-convention | dizeussions:

Poland—the guteway io Germany. . ~ - ;
Furthernore, with Russizn troops in® Gensan opaniout ¥

serious struggle in Poiand under the leadeiship end with: tha progpes

of victory to Mickolsjrzk® iz to invite ab once the.complete rnilitary

occupation of Poland by Rusela, und as far a5 human reasoq’ e
judge, to take the.responsibility of pushing tha world  tewards sworld.:
war. It is possible for a revelutionary party to advocais this But itds;
obvious that Shochtman writes his Jittle articles and scoras his-little:
points, devoid of uny” serious considerntion of what his- policies mply
: - Gepmain and -Bourgeois Ecoridmics., '~ - -
Some of .this, more or less, Gormain seez and nointz ‘out’ Wi
devastating effect. But whut is Germain's'own polley? Germain advo-’
cnles critiesl support of the Belrut regime.. Heo aces and ealeuistes
boldly on, the Inevitable intervention which alone can make Mickol
ajezk a serious contender for power, He is politically blind te: the,
nectual concrete intervention which nlone’ makes Beirut able’to-hold:

the power. Isn’t thiin shameful? Germain- does mot say as a™‘eriovs: -;?_,

Trotskylst might say: “In this situniion, control of -Foland . is' ndeded
to defend the precious ‘planned economy’ of - Russis. Therefors: we
repudiate self-detormination and declare that the Polish workers must
for the time beiny defend the regime In the interests of the degencrated i

Tt 1
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but proletarion state”” He does not say: “This Polish econemy ix the .
of o workers' state, and is or ¢an be, transitions] to soclulism,

ecanomy ; :
Therofore it must be defended.” Instead he denounces the regime s

bourgeoiz and declares that the naticnalizations are qualitatively the
same type as Lhose of France or Rritain, He knows, he must knew,
that these bourgeois natiennlizations are defended and malntained by
the powsr of 2 foreign oppressing power which makes Poland o pawn
of its cconomic and noliticad plans for ithe domination of Europe ard
Asia, He knows, he says latcr, that the Polish prolctariat faces this
mortn! enemy of its own sclf-determination. The political decisions
about the Polish regime are made in Mogcow, The contending parte:
tyavel there and lay the case before Stalin who tells them what 1o dt-
And vet he says thet this regime must be eritécally supported. in
reelity he is objectively committing an unpardonable deception. He is
defending. Stalinist Russiz but does not dare to face it.

The price is alrendy being pdid and a bitter price it is. Germxin
now subseribes to the rompletely petty-bourgeols coneeption that it ir
the_ Beirat regime which defends the Polish proletorint end-its sup-

- nowerd conguests Trom Mickelaiczk, As wvell say that British imperinlism
* defended the democralic’ rights_ of Britain sgainst Hitlerism,
* In reslity it is not the attacks of Mickolajzck «hich compe] Russinn

" domination. It is the Russian domination of Poisnd which gives such .

. strength as-he has to the attacks of Mickelajezk. For years the Foligh
- prolefariat has been under & systematic terror from Stalinlsm as the
<" preliminory to the domination’of Poland: Russin's firet rtep in Polund
- was {0 head over the Wavsaw proletariat to the Naxis. If: Rasisian
“troops - were' withdrawn - even “todny, the Polish proletariat and the
massrs would be sble to take care of Mickolujerle It i3 te misunder-

.. stand compintely the history of ‘Eastern’ Europe to believe that ii ig -
I Rusiinn troops which prevent the victory of the Fascists. Thie Fuscists

wobld be as -he!;;i)css 23 in Greeee. :A genuine proletaviah uvprising in
" Poland would firdl Mickolajezk ready fo come to terms with Beirut

‘ a5 he has'already teied to do and as many in his party. are doing now,

“We are of couPse under no' Miusions about any withdrawals in Eurape

b any. oecopyihg power. But it iz something entirely new 'in.our
- movement to call the bourgeoia police state the defender of tha pro-
o letariat and its. Mgabnat o S . -
Shachtman Meets Germain . .
The price Garmain pays  extends fyem his own thewries and

Poland to the rest of Europe, Gormain (and lere he i ot one with
Shachtman) hus not a single word to_say about the burning question

"af the velation to-the proletarint-of Europe, to Legin with, Germany, .

It. i3 heyond credibility. What prenceupies all dther partieipants and
“oheervers gets not o singie word from Germain, . .
. Not only is the relation of Polund to Western Evrope general,
. It is_particvlor. What iz te bappen to Eastern Gemnany which is
now. Western Polund? The Germans have beei driven out. Milliens
of Poles ave nstalléd, Do Germain nnd Shochiman propose to acrept
. thie? Ate they for ‘restoration” to Germany? Then they will drive
out or tenderly lead out the Poles? Are they for the ol boundnries
or the new ones? The bourgeoisie and the Stulinists recognise that
the ol Evrope iz gone, {
image. The peeple toc know that the old world is gone, The powers
hold. millions of Germans. Benes iransfers millions of Sudeten Ger-
mans, The Jews fight their war into Palestine, Stalln has transferred
})racl;ically the whole populations of Eatonin, Latvin and Lithuanis.
n the French Zone there are communities of Germans ready to
necept French citizenship, Millions of Germans may become French

They are creating u new one in thelr own,

titizens, and welcome ones, to-morpow, Vast numbers of E s
.are ready to emigrats, nn'vio!unt {8 the revuizion aw:m“?ﬁﬁ?&'-

socicty. ~Still more significant. After ihe wer, all Y
Stalin'a police wus unable to stem the tide of ‘;.hc:;:en!?‘::f of
ith

tioy back to Western Kussia from war work in Siheri 3

:a:g;&l;s:‘ r.]lu'euk-c[m‘_\'u ,ﬁ miliu&'y discipling wensha?fr;:ohably -qé'é tre-
mass mi ons a -

mendous mass o cg;m A and re-transferences !glﬂated by the w'hnj_e

Ten per cent of Russion soldiers in the occupying armies dasert,’

That is & warning, a warning that at B new stage the masses, by

fraternization among themselves cun break the disclpline of Stalina .

army.

appeuls for fraternizotion améng the peoples, The Fourth T -
tional ‘should take the Jead in stimulnt‘!'ngpind ho?din; hetl‘or;n;'fv?:s
in Western Poland and Garmany everywhers the concept of o fraternal

mingling of-peoples aiming in time at a mnsy o’ revolutionary . disve-.

gard of the bourgeois nutional boundaries, The scales of “boutgeosis
violonce and barbarism can be motch v ionagy : oiane
“on a correspuading seale. . 'Ed_?‘:'ﬂ‘} b v?lnho Tiolenee
- Germaun linds that Shachbmun’s slogan of the “frea’ Republic
-a subatitute of “empty and abstract siogans; reflecting | petty-bonrgrois:
and hourgeois mutivnalist ddeoloyy™ inetend of the impedinte’ strugple
\for maierial intetests. But’ what does ' Gennain subsiltnte™instead
‘He substitutes tha. slogan of - an, “Independent’: Sovie(t Poland.” . If
ubie. Is. ahsl.rawnty-] thc{u}:':-‘ar?’.' he twords: to:
. TR

- Shachtman's free Rep

-y exgresa'the ‘otherenl charncter of L)
a s s B

ity of Polily rovalitios :
- “The duty of Polishy revolutivnists {57t explain’;patient!
masres 1hat Stalinism constituted: the antithesis: ni‘?faéninis{h
e struggle for the socislist: revolution . means the straggle for
workers democrary, & genulve: Soviet democracy; that thes nctivitiea®s
of the Stalinist emlssnries are n-condemnation of -the. Soviet- boreagsc-*
- -.racy but nol of.the Communist ideal. which the- Intter. extivpats; iy
Ruszia itseif in rivers of  blood; that ‘the. BolshevilcLenfnists are
resolute partisans of the right of peoples to self-determilnation
consequently the centrail slogan around which they.-mua 1
that of .an INDEPENDENT S0VIET.. POLAND, which
farentiale us 35 much from the ‘conservative, bourgeolsie a1
dnge.:‘mrntn hureaucraey.” (Fourth Tnternational, Feb, 1547.).. 7 :
Putiently explain” .Is thiz reference reecognized?. OF course it
Is. This is what Lenin told the Rusaisn Belsheviks'to do.in.1017-when
the warkers had in esionee politles!' power but.believad: in the: Soviet:
This i3 what Trotsky preached to the Russion workers against tho!
usarpations of the Stalinist 'regimetin a  deformed ' workers, staju.’
Germain- equates. the bnurgems nutionalization: and- the -police -regime
with the Soviet and tha democratic- self-mobilization -of the .mars:
-in Russip -before’ October. Froin the ldeslization of natlonalizatio
in Staliniet Russfa comes this-tdealization of bon i nationaliza-
tion in Stalinist Poland. Show ns o singly line af 'rltrn ey to - Justify
this monstrosity as Trotskylsn, T AN o)
Germain_ snys that. the Shachtmanite thesis and  the'theals o
the Fourth Internutivnsl show- thelv . differances-besy on..thes:Kiclee
prograny, They do. Shachtman is*suppoerting -critically Mickolajezk's.
camp which participated in the pogroms. And Gernmain? He says'tha

To-day, the revolutionary, movement should issne sloga'm'ai:'& ;




should form their own gusrds for their own defence, But for Germein
Bairut's police-state iz a stage to tha Soviet regime. This too he has
deduced from the theory of the degenernted workers state. Germain's
Trotskyism therefore now tells the Polish workers to wait and see
how “their” regime protects them from Fascism before intervening.
From Opportunism to Anarchism .
Germain's position pursues him everywhere, driving him to right
. and left, Shachtinan proposes that the Trivste workers vote to jola
the Mtalien bourgecis democracy. Germain denounces him and wins one
of his'usual easy victories, But Germain must have & position, He dore
not tell the Tricste workers to join Tito’s state, He says himself that
this would mean_ “the burcaucrade strangling of the workers’ move-
ment.” Opportinism now makes its plunge inte anerchism. Germain
conies out for *A Soviet Commune in Trieste.” This, even if it lasted
“for only n few weeks” would, we are told, set a3 a magnet to the
advance! musses of the countries occupied by the USSR and give
.. a powerful impelys to the class struggle in italy. And this piece of
romantic Jdesperation goes unrebuked in our movement,
" ..in: reality, ‘today, the Fourth Internationnlists in’ Trieste should
_warn the Triesta workers against such suicidnl nationalistic action.
They should ruthlessly in their policy derounce the niational bounduries

and- presch day in and day. out the unification and coordination of the-

Prieste working clnss movement primarily with the Italian proletariats
They shonid denouncs both-the Ttelian- demoerncy and the Tite police-

. Etate as agents in the strangdiation and: destruction of Europe. They
shouid strive to inculeate the nacessity:for unjted, cosrdinated action:

with the program, concretely. worked vut, of a socialist federation, Tha
Frieste workers should be taught to look upen themselves us o part of
.. the praletayint of Southern Europe, They have the right of self-datermi-
| nativn, but that right is historically and politically conditioned. They

* should be told that this right _exercised for-and by themselves means
- cconomic and political min. Tmagine a 1947 Marxist ardvocating a

- nationalized economy for Trieste! If Germain cannot see the town of
Triezte as o part'of the international proletarian strugale, how ean ha
see Poland? Thu Trieste workers may be compelled to fight a battle
for power in Triesto. Every stroke of policy should show that they have

.. been. forced inte this, and do not reg it-a3 any -program of their own,

" And the only way to prevant this action belng forced upon them i3 to
-make -them understand and struggle for the mass intervention: (mass
strikes, demonstrations) of the Italian proletariat on their behanlf ac
the slightest si;n of pressure. They should be teught that their own
uctions shuld bo theoretieally nnd erganizativnally linked to the actions
. of the ltalian proletariut and the resistunce to Tito. This iz not only
nound Bolshevism. Jt.is exactly the type of policy “which.the workers in
Southeastern Europo fellowed in the Jast stages of the war. The Soviet
Commune of Trieste should be driven out' of our movement. The
property not being nationalized, the .workors are therofore advised to
die gloviously “pour encournger les auires.” e | .
Germain on one side (and Shachtman on the olher), enrnot recog-

niza that the slogan of tha- Socialist’ United Statea of Europe is the
only practieal, concrete busiz of revolutionary policy. In the specific
formz of their errors they complement their jaint rofural to see inter-
natlonal socinlism es the solution, not to-morrow, but to-day. Germain
ia violent agninst Anglo-American intervention. Shachtman is viclent
against Russion intervention, Neither can say “We denounce . both
interventions.” Neither can see the Furopean proletariat »s the basls
of proletnrini sirategy to-day., Neither understands whut is meant by
making the Socialist United States of Europe the unifying slogan of
revolutionnry poliey in Europe. They remain theuretically within the
national houndaries of Poland when all participants in the struggle,

3t

evan the Polish workers, recognize that the struggie is international.
Shachtmas, swinging in the air; cun ouly hops in vain for “bourgeols
political demeocracy.” Germain fallz back on the bourgeolas nationaliza-
tiona, The policy we advoeated in May 1946 lzs corresponded. oxaetly’
to the mctions of the most advanced of the Pollsh workars, They saw
the “civil war" for what it was and held aloof from it, in Cracow the'
proletariot voled neither for Mickolajerk nor for Beirat, An indepen-
dent Soclalist Party has been formed supporting neither side. But this
pelicy is supposed to be a polley of nbstentlongm.! C .
So when Hitler aitacked Czechoalovakin in 1938 and the Austrian

waorkers said “Down with Hitler! Not for Schusnnige,” this way pre- ¢

sumably an abstention. When Trotsky said that you could not abstract
Hitler's attack on Czechosloviktia from the whele complax of modern
Europs and told the workers to appesa hoth, this top Liecomes absten-
tion. And today when we refus: to abstract Poland from a miiley fn °
which is concentrated the fundumental confliets of world: politics, and -
draw policy to suit, this too beromes abstention, -~ .7 .. "
We have other allies than Mickolajczk to struggls for and wi
hawe Lo win over the Foldiers of the oppressing power—Dussli.:

" Thoe Russiun soldiers will sce Mickolojezk as the vanguard of Angia
American imperialisn. In Germany . all tho defented cinsaes and fasciatic
clements will rally toithe sopport of Mickolaferk, Within: tiw: Ropsian
Army-itself, ‘all the Krnvehenknz, “thuse. who sgo salvationy fov - Rudiild
in'bourgeols domocrary, these ar the defeatists who will be.gnilled 2%
to the side of Mickolajezk.” The genuinaly prolotirian* eléments of

-:Russinn army can be won pver ncither by Beirot! noy 8Mickola jozk

must ses the Europenn proletariat,.This ix. 1947,
And the German proletarian vanguard ? . Doi

‘ they will demonstrate, make a general'atrik'e{,ﬂiniﬁufg.

for the victory of Beirut? This will mean nothing more: ]

ing uf thelrown noose, And the vietory of Mickolajezk? For the Gernisn
workers it means only the further,entienchment:of Anglo-Anicricar
imperialisn,; The German workers want a destruction. of both: Jmpérial

* isms, The Russinn workers wang-the! destruction of *hoth The Polish

workers need the same.-Hence in cose of 2’ civil- war:ju-Polandtho
rc\'aiutionnr?r vanguard .in the army - of. Teirut will. hava a' defea
poliey, It will see to it that ite-yepresentatives in Mickalajoaics arm

ihe sming, It deelures in adveirce; a plagae on-both ypuur:houses: héy'“.';j

preleturiat will earry: on ‘mnss  demonstrulions . against. this - pscodo-
civil war, But if tha war does come, it dues not. abstain. Iv doesiiot
shun the war. It holds on to whal anns it cun get and. struggles'to

_ercate paainst both Mickelajezk and Belrut an army for:'a, sovlalis
- Poland, freed from both Anizdlo-Amerlmn‘imperml!nm and, Russian,’and

reaching out to Russion soldiers, the German proletariat,”and’ il the
ather proletarinta nppressed by Rusalun imperintisn.-Tt does.not. precipiv
tate such a struggle. It works patiently to build its codros. It oitterty
opposcs being forced into war. But if the war should <ome this'is the
poticy it will earry out. : e L e

Shaechtman will sny with claborate snreasmit The 'Johisoa-Foreat
position is bascd on the “Cnmnernite”. conception that the “war-ls still
going on, For occupied’ Europe it is. . Imperialist armed  occupation
af u country is a state of war. Jeint sccupation.of one country and.

© whela continent it o ztate of war, But.theve I mare.tel thialll :

Tho 1844 Theses of the Fourth lnterhatlbn_ﬂl'?Fﬂﬁrth}(lmqrqn.
tional, March 1945) refurred to the “Integration of military: dctions:of
sorvice to the U.S.8.R, within the framework of a-‘genersal’ working
class offensive,” Does Germniir proposge to  prepore, thi : Ceiman
proletuvint and the Freneh proletarisi today for. this tomorrow?:;Or
does he.nctually propose to draw this to:its conclusion, -if @ho-qud
Army marched on France? -Ia this.teo Trotsky's-positlon? +.Where

‘. .30 '




and when will this stop? Day after du during the lust two years,
we stanl moro and more bewildered hefore -this question: What ad-
vantage, what single nd\mntnge does Germain gain for the proleturiat
hy tihis defense of the U.S.S.R. in return for the meaumentul con-
fusions and burdens which it places upon the Fourth International
and the working class? - '

Chapter V — Parties, Tendencies And
Programs in the Fourth International

From the conerite exposition of poliey in ane of the moxt diffeult
and therefore mast revealing problems in the madern struggle for
socialism, it is necessary now to pass to the political tandencics in the
Fourth Internatinnal. But here alao the terms sectarian, Menrhevik,
Economist, Bolshevik, ntke no sanse except in strict relation to the
analysix of the mass movement. . '

{a) Sectarianism Today

How difleult and misleading it is to use these wonis like wecturian
unloss within the framework o an analysis of the epoch ik denion~
strated bi: the exomple of Mauls. In. 1944 Munis and Poralta put
forwanl the following program for the Earopean workers; and in 1546
repeated it in another pubileation. : -

7. %L The niming of the proletarint must, hs extended to the entive
proleturian cluss and to the peor pegsants. Al the sume time, we must
demand the disarmament and dissolation of the armed forses of the
haurgeoisic (‘urmr. police, cte.) and schieve this as suon as the ocea-
sion presents itself, . |, : :

v v The nntlundl[zntion‘ofiiﬁduslry, of finauce vapital or of the.

" Jand by the cupitalist Aate must not decoive the mosses, That will be
& trick of bourgeols, Stalinist and reformist - coulitions to preserve
capitalist property, Any confiseate:d nroperty must not be delivered to

the bourgeois sinte. The proletariat must administer the economy by -
itself and estnblish a alngle-plan for all conntries to the degree that

hternntional contact smong the exy!oitcd' JJurn'n'Lq this. It is already
« possihla to alaborate p project of vnified pro

italion and Belginn prolefariat; tomorrow it will be possible with the
Germun, Spanial}, Greek, Ruseian wurkers, ete. Although the coalitiony
betwaen bourgents, Stalliiists and “snelalists,” supported by the hayonets
of Wall Street, of the City and of the Kremlin, provent for the moment
the putting Intd practice of a socinl plan for Europe, the project ought
to Lo established and defonded by the revolutlennries of evory country,
in the face of the regétionary designg of the gavermnental coalitions, it
woulil be an enormous force for propigranda, of persuasion and of

s suciu‘list agitution,
!

3. . .« Where . . . committees do not exist; the immediats objective
of the massey ought 1 be thelr establishment. Where they exist, they

must be united au a nationg] seale by the means of the Congress of .

Committees which will study and resalve the prablems of the masses
and uf the soeisl revolution, The commitices, of workers, pensants and

roldiers of different nationalities ought to make cantact on the first

ocension possible and create a Supreme Gouncil of European Commit-
s, . Whntgrmdcs can be summed up in this slo%nn: All political
tower to the Commiltees of Workers, Pensants and Soldlers and, for

{hu masses in general: Soclalist United Stater of Euro e (LI .

-GROUPE ESPAGNOL OF THE 4th INTERNATIONAL 1IN EXICQ,
Manifesto of Octoher 31, 1944, transloted from the Franch.)- )
- We need not subscribe to every word, But the conception is mage
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wction batwaon the French; © -~ - |

aifieenlly conerete. Munis ulse atakas It perfectly cleex that & lul) b1 T
tie offensive of the Emlemriat does not alter the validity of this pro-
gram. As we shall show, jn this he Iy absolutely correct, Thers is not
an ounce of sectarianizm in this and pecple who In one ‘place. hreach
the approsching downfall of civilization and then reject a8 seetirion n
pragran for the internations mobilization of the proletariat are- play-
ing with revolution. : I

Yet Munis i8 u sectarian, Hia sceturianism conslate essentially in-
his rejection of the slogun, the Comvmunist Party to power. We na-
cea-ingly .propn&atc the -committees and the international plan,” but’
until we have tho committees, the Stalinist purties represent a pig--
found mass mobilization and must by supported as we have described:
The ‘question is: What does Munis represent? . - o 20

In 1920 ducing the revolutionary turme] after the last war.-the
Communist International taced the disease of infantile leftism, a
buttom of which was n refusal to make a ravolution.
parliaments. This secturianism had its origin in the failure of the'vev
lution Lecause of the corruption of the Soclal-Democracy by hourgeoi:

 panifanentarbin.

Muuiz reprosents the Infantile loftism’ of today, era-bowigioafa
purliasmentarism covrupted the Pmlehu:iat In the period that ehiminated.
iy the foundation of the Third Internndonal.’-thefd?oloM:\obféi:}i\‘a
hituation has yroduced a new type of ‘betruynl, the betruyal: of; th
Sacinl-Democracy and Communist Parties'with_jtf!e:mtunl'staﬁe;‘_pbw_a
In thelr hands. Just as the Left.in 2419 reactod: too, vielently agiiti
the corruption that lisd precedid. thein, 80 Munls ’ rencts™ agalnst; the
cotruption that has preceded the historic op ] nted’tol the'
Fourth International, © 7 " - PN = Y

Germain, whe'is able to_explain: little, eannot xp]nf Muinis::Ha
Lietefore cunnot prepare the Fourtl International” forwhat’ caiirbe o’
very serious. danger:.the vielent reactlon ‘af’ {nereasiiyg .In 815 0L ! th
revolutiupary masses i they see threagh. Stalinfdm.and- eirs rufisdl g

t# recognize the necessity of tacticent compromises ‘with even; the bureaus" 7
eracies of the Communirt Purlies in Western Europe, ey e X
But with Muniz, his political :positions m-ri,"pvor'mtu his orga

zationul practices, The same un.Boishevik forocjt

Ik foroeity-that tie. displays:
the labor leadership—not Sintinium alone-—ije displuys in regard |
Neaderalip of the Fourth Intomationat- - 770 iy
Munis represents a’tendency. which hus emnneipa

the precccupution with Stulini=m 43 » mode of thought, His attacl |

the labor bureaucracies; both Stalinist .and reformist. ' [is- basid“I
ohvisusly the proletarinn revolution, the moss movement, as we-have
outlined it in' tnis pumphiet! 3t ia far difierent with the ,othelr.gegd

(b} Menshevism Today. - -

The Johrgon-Forast tendeney in 1940, analyzed “the dunl heritage
in the pesition left by Trotsky to the Fourth Iuternationsl: on the ane
hand, the Leninist program for the mobilizatlon of the proletarint’ for
the world proletarinn revolution; on -the other, the Russian’ position:
We puinteJ’ out further that the ‘movement wua;_dlv_idtng-a!om{; two
lines—not on mere defeatlsm, but on the Russian expe¥ience ani_relntion

" ta the world. revalution,

Now jb is becoming perfectly clear that-the pfl\!'t‘ién_l' Lanancien duyy:
the Internations! are dividing along the lines we have ‘indicated: Tho'*
LY.D,, in'its theory ot historical retrogresslon, hns elaborated tho most
fully'dn;id tgmgvn to itts ulti}naile l‘tm“cl usion I:ots];e theorles ~which  avo
rooted in the degeneration of the Russian revolution, - - Yy

The theor gnot rotrogression claims that the -degenersifon of boure

-Beols soviety brings with it tho degeneration pt_ o.pmletgﬁgr_.:%ﬁ
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. «has received ita most f

nished and revealing manifestation in a BAERARE |

~from a theris aubmitted to the 1946 Convention by the 1.K.D.- ighting

to break l;hrougn. the wall of conservatism of the W. P. Majorit , the -
Johnson.-Forest tendency had challenged it with the statement that fn

tha United States no one could exclude the Jmaihility that within two

vears a genoral gtrike

could take pluce and the workers could form,

if not soview, workers' couneils. Tha W. P, Majority, which, in a few

months (suck is contrism) would go much further than this, not in"

theory but concretely, professed to sce In this a forecast of the

lest stages of the insurrection and the struggle for power, The LK.D,,

puu'ever, took up the challenge directly, and proeduced the following.
+, The quotation 5 loig but it has the advantage of suying everything.

““The necessity for a revelutionary lendership is recogmized in words, .

Tha LK.D. on Socialism

but one has not the lenst notvion how it has to be constituted, in order
to convince ourselves of thic let us push the insanity te <:tremes gnd

ussume that.J, R John

son takes power with his party in the spring of

1948. OF course, Jolnson wil} have soviets all over and have at his

command any number

of difereat kinds of ‘workers’ committees.’ In

addition the purty will be imhbued with the kind of wisdom which John-

son tules for *Maizism.' We ansunie furtiter that.even the 'masy of .

?\'orkers have understood Johnsan *fully end completely.’ Then what?

00 Hhe banis of

the ‘conception’ of the party which os;:ecinl!rﬁ

dohnson and “the official -Fourth - held, we would th 3 ¢ :
catastryphe of unimaginable extent. - (THEh experience 8.

 “We would be faced by thlu'rmhlem: Army and industry, nationsl -

+ - amd “internntional politics, agricu ture and trade, inports and exports,

- educattonal- system and. propagends, scientific resezrch and technica
- apparatus, stutisties and medivine, n'i[mi_nistmtimt, housing and a hun

dred other.bratiches would not oniy have.to he re-organi -als

i il o to | -organized, but-also
.controlied -and lod,- Wa wouldfind outseives in n-concrete sffuntion
faciig’ Stalinism ns well as the church, the reformists, the other purtles,

{he Internctional diplomaecy and ‘the arned counter-revelution, Finanee, -

regulation. of currency, lesislation poatal service, radie; the motion
. pletures, prychology, ph[lo;uphy. pc'(ingon:v, lite:‘ntl;ro,'nrl,‘fnmily Iite, ..

spoits, recreation, pen
create troiibles whic!]:

Jor;}ogy .ujL Iu“thum:mth other questions would. -

< creal . wohnson s hook-learning does-not dreain nf. Faced

witliall theee diflieultios which (let us: repuat emphatically) cennot'be.
enumeratéd and are of gigantic dimensionn, Johnson would’

reatize that

“he hus not understood ¥Das Knpital® if for 3in othar rensnn than th
“he dbesu’t wndevstand anything abont beurgeois 'séclct:,"i' Wicre eno.

.mous knuwledge nnd dtmost many-sidedniss. ure - vequired : ke would -
vperats with 0 dedd schemate, He would be at' 4 - 2
.geol!‘i“ﬁpeclu]hts - el\'cr_v ¢ e at'the mercy of the b't?_ur-
oo 3005 anyotic Imagine that ene could de without this army of -
specialists or force them to cooperute through the ‘dictnt.o;s‘nip" by

tetail, for better or for worse, - '

catise there are sifficieat numbera of technically trail,v_\cd workers to keep
0

production muming? But-

ust to maintain production and distributlon, .

‘economists, architeets tecilnicinna engincers, physicists, chentists, ex-:
p:.;rt,s i forestry, mhn’in;r, transpa’rt.ution, ng’riuufturo,‘ cic., ure noeded
- withaut end. All tivere peaple would not let themselves by commandecred

. by o porty which is not

- circumstancas aven large stratas of workers would assume definite |

in o position to cheek up on them. Under such

troits of n “ruling” class in the bad sense end fal) pre i3 ov
sens ¢ to this ever-

p_rese'nt danger, the easler the mora ignorant the parfy, ':md thus bring.

the warkers to power na pure producis of the capitalist enviroiment.

The workars then would have practically no more to offer thay their -

“proletarian’ self-conceit orfhe nrrogunte of thelr “historical’ nisgion
They would commiy stuphdity after stupidity, They would b: fo?c:fioto

Tule by naked ‘power,

arouse all the world againep themselves and
- -

Tengthen the chain of diMeultius from this unforescen point to the final '
dectire of the revolution, . . A
“In civilized countries the conquest and the maintaining of power
are much more diicult than in backward ones {for wxample, ‘lzn barbarie
Ttuzsin), The more developed a country the more knowledge iz required; .
und the more diflenlt is it to convinee tha speciallats, to win them over - .
anrd to diseipline them. If Johnson, trusting In the Jeve!opment of the -}
cla~s strugrgle, would, afier iaking power, assemble them and submit -
his ‘plans' they would remark to each other after the Alrst nddress:
‘Why, this is o prattler! He thinks he can solve diffieult questions with
aaitationa? speeches.’ ‘ o
“Of course, cvery great revolution makes a great numhber of
scholars, specinlists, intellectusls of all kinds willing te joinand be at
‘s dizposal. Only it has to be ¢ great vevolution end not & Johnsonuads
upen which one will lnok with a zuparior smile or with panic ar upon a
fully, a childishness, a queer idea or an insene advinture. In the abzence :
of a party which has alrendy gained great politica! and moral authority”
the uchievement of socialism will be lost_every time.” (“Tha Crisiaof. 7%y
Socinlism and How ‘to Overcome It,” BULLETIN' OF. THE W.2,.5%3
Val 1, Ne 17, pp, W-17.) e g ]
: The ririctly political implications of this nre_of profound importance
for the clarification of our taoventent and the undérstanding of the elasa .40
stiugyle. The extract shows that- tho state-cnpitelism- of: the LED 4
nierely onether name for burcaucratle eollectivism, or, the manngerial,
- snelety of Bursham, The techniciani and the managers will defeat’the:
. most pewerful proletariat in the world in the most ndvaneed gociety, I
. the world hecuuse of the abrence, nolof -a party, bat ot
of party, So sncelal is this tyne of party thit of heceasity. théte
the probabilily of "a third altarnative!'-T¢is notrpn!y_g_“ﬂr\g“selr.]_\
power that is feared, It is what happens. after,y. "o
This . party obviously -is' not a harty-censisting. predominantiy.
.workers. 1t i8 n narty able to hendla-lhs' fearsome hub; of proble:
detafled v the TE.D., n party of the educated elite, This‘ia'in thdor
the clhss basis of the Stalinist corruption’of the prolelariatin Weste:
Europe. Thus the LK., represents not Mensliavik tendencles in geiieral; .0,
Tt is_a Menshevik tendeney which corresponds to;t}xc‘.gtgt{gnegnﬂgxz;q@&%
. the Third Internationn]l ns slassic Manshevism: corrésnorided -t thatd
genuration of tha Second. Beeause Germaln in’ unuble: to7ana)
. proletarint and the Sinlinist parties, he iz thereby as unable tu
the-LK.D. a= he ie hafed by Manis-: . v d
 The practica] eonsequetires of thé pal
important. All who hold these views nre and | ]
the revalutiiinary struggle for nower and the revolutimnary pr_op,n;:am_!‘d 3
und agitetion which go with it, These wust wait for thr-.,mrur.‘Aglt_ngaiu_#“1

. " for rexolution, prenaganda for revolution, id-pushing 'thé'nrole!g;;}i;d,h

it certain destruction. The proletarinl i!;pnt'.rgadyj.\‘fl'ﬁq_ party- s L
ready. RS
From this flows the unbridied, the ungovernable ferocity nad rave ]
with which the extreme ropresentativer of this tendeney nt;qck_ﬂl_ie
Fourth Tntarnationnl, the bittnrness nnd hato with which. they revidw.
the whole past history of the proletarint, and the platonic construction
which they call the rols of the party.. .. - " w R

As niwavs in the historica! munifestntionk of a logieal. i
supportors of the LK.D. shaw every. varlety of:deviation and.¢o
tion of contradictory phenomena, sually an empirical response;
tionn] conditions. Dut =11 through run certain conceptions, e.gs,
huckwardness of the masses, and the predilection  for a:
“practical,” “non-sectavian” policy, in other words,: tho ' droy A
Bolshevism in ill-concenled Menshevik politics, They nho’\y-n fanatica
nterest in gtatistics of boom und economie "amhilizatlm.- Tlge_pmint




jance of some sort of equilibrium by an Americar financed “recovery”
is vita) for these tendencies, Without it the struggle might be precipi.
tated by the hackward proletariat upon the unrcady party, In varying
degves the policy is the policy of “the lesser evil)" i.e., the lobor status
fuo, unutil such tinte as the proletariat and the party are ready. For
them always the stotus quo. In the U. S. they eapituiate to American
prity-bourgesis radiculism and the union bureaueracy; in Britzin thay
capituluie to the labor government; in France they capitulnte to the
Stalinisg burenucruey, For a sccoml it might appear thet the French
capitularion to Stulicksm is out of Hue. It ia not, France is accustomed

to &t variety of revolullonary and counter-revolotionary regimes, Stalin-

1w lends the mass labor movement in France and is unlikely for
some time to do more thun maintain the democratic reghne with some
maore haticnalization. .

The Workera Party has added u new theoretieal clarifieation to
these Lendencies, 1t has now declared that there Langs a great question
mark aver the ability of the proivfariat to resssomble n revolutionary
leadership before it is “destroyed” by disintegrating capitalisny.

.. Under thesp compulsions slogans such as National Liberation, Con-
stifnent Asrembly, nationslization, for the Labor Pariy in the United
Stutes, and all variety of “lemocratic demands” assume the most con-
- bervative, net to suy meactiondry, churucler, AL the Laek of all Wis is

# conception of the proletariat, learncd in the Russian degeieration
. ‘and fortifod by the defeats {u Burepe, . . o
. Troteky stood for the defense of the degeucerated workers state but
never, except ‘n: a thooretienl  prognosis for the purpose of showing
Swwhat was involveid, ddid he adulterate the Dolshevism ;F
‘lution by thefainlest troce of this poiron. .

~-(¢): Economism 2 T
- We-have eleewhere deflned the iendency of Germain us an Ecunomist

- temdengyt | - '
. “In 1902, the Eeonomists governcd -themselves: by -the economic

neteszity of Inrge seale production ruther than the mobilization of the -

- -musses. to-fight Tsarism and establish their political unificstion in tha

democratie dietntorship of the proletariat and, penrantry, In 1916, the

imperinlist Iconomists governed themselves by the economic neceasity

".. of supra-uational centralization rathar than the unificadon and mobili-

" zution n{ the proletariat and peasantry of the oppressed and uppressin
countries, In 1918, Bukharin posed the economic Rﬁecesaity of ggtiunall:

-~ aatlan rather than the mahilization of the Russian manses into tholrown .

, brganizations to control production and safeguard against .counter-
revelution. : o, ' -
. “What dves Germein propose igday?. Inthe full Economist tradi-
;.. tlon, adapted to the present situation, he continues to. spenk of the

. ecouomimﬂi' progressive character- of nationalizution -and planncd
-economy. Alrendy in Poland, his position shows the yrolitical seriousness
of his byyie error, The Ecoromists of 1002 thought that they were only
detfeading the economnic organization #f large zcale capitalism, In renh’t;'.
they were defending Tsarism becauge ouly the revélutivonary democratie
mabilizntion of the proleturiat and pensantry cpuld deatroy political
- feudalism. The imperialist Economists in 2016 thought they were vitly
. tlefending ‘the econamiic centralizution accomplished by imperinlism. In
reality, they were defending imperiallsm becnuse only the mobilization
- of the masses of the n(:'pm-esned aid oppressing countrics could destroy
notional domination. Germain In 1947 thinks he is only defending the
.. hotionalization.and planued econemy of the bureaueracy, In reality, he

Is defonding Stalinism becawie only tho strategic porspectlve of rovelu-
tionary reconstruction by the Furepeun masses n8 o unit, and partica-
larly in Russiz, - Eostern Europe and Germuany, eun oppoje both the

44

the world reve-.

i . e . :
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" What is his policy therefore? He lholds on 13 the

internationalism of Stalinist Russin and the internationalism of Ameri-
ean imperislism, No matter how Joudly Germain proclaims that Stalin-
ism ls tha main danger, nv matter how he_shi(ts on defentism or defens.
ism in Russiz, he cannot wiggle out of his capitulation to Stalinism so. . .-
long as he continues to look to cronomic centralization sng planning
for socinl progrcas.” (“The Economist Tendency In The Fourth Inter-
nativnal™y ) '

The besig for the Ecanomist tendercy of Germain lies in its speciul
reaction to Troisky's heritage. It {s the only tendency which trics to
meintain “the dual heritoge” a8 # unifted world conception under eir-..
cumstances wWhich demand A development of the theory., The reanlt ju
thal the "Germain Lendency neither - “defends” Russla by Trotsky's -
methed, nor fully advocuter the warld revolution by Trotsky's method, & .

It eontinually vacillates on- the defense of the workers' state.. it
dared not cajl it'!r the viclory of Stalinist Russian over Japancse
troops and only the rapid cid of the war saved it from the full conse
quences of ity false position. It fluntly calls for the withdrawal of the:
troops of the Red Army from the occupied reglons, n policy 'which -
could not possibly be advoeatad by a political tendency - whirh :had:
thought throngh and:was wiliing te face 2ll the implication. i
position, - - ot o e e

Tha Red Army aond-the Kremlin. are “introducing” in *Germany
aceording- to Germain, “'progressive -property. forms through’ burcau
cratle measurca.” American imparlelism, as-ity’ muneuvera jh.regarg
to .the Ruhr show, sccks “to preserve reactionary. property. form
through reusctionary measures.” Whenever fased with-2his chotee,:says'

~Trotsky, we choose “the lesser.evil.” Tho Fourth Intainetionil:-eannot
clioose. The source of these vacillations iz rooted deep.in theory.

REVEN " The' Russian. Protefariat
_Shachtman dofines the relations . of: production:,in

Sglavery,” a definition of no_value. whatspever except tiat gy.‘;n_gg-
-it execludes the Russian preletarint us being ‘prep&reddor_.tbe:ﬁocjgl,i,s‘t' S

vevolution by the mechanism of production ifself: But’ the tendenty:

.Germain, by insisting that the origin of the Stalinlat bureunecracytis

censumption only, implies that the relations:of ‘production -fnx Hussin:

"are socislist (or transitional- to- eociuiism) nnd .thereby. szakes the:

revolution of the Russian proletaidat. a respgnsa -to “tyranny’’-an
“oppression” or stimulation from externa) forces... Germali “continnes
“to insist thet the revolution in:Ruasia-is.a political Tevolution;:  Thus,\ V7
he_and Shachman. exclude a revolution:.of the .Riisslan proletariat::.

" basad:upensthe procuss - of -production.. ) !The remlt is Ahat,despites,

phrases, brih in prectice exclude the Russisn proletariat as a’revold
tionary force from their enlculations ‘of revolution on n world:senle. ™

- Shashtman sees. the world proletorint, essentially . through th
same defeatist ppectucies through which he views:the (Rucsipn: prok

* ariet, 'llc-izlnees £ hig question mixk on the whole revolutivnaxry.per

speciive.  He hands over the theoretical deciaion which. he has to mak
to an empirieal mysticism- which he euphemist[cpl!'y calls “‘strw
"democratic™Jalio)
bureaueracy as the French' Mujority holds on to the Stalinist . bureau
erary, They want "2 democratic interlude.” | Thoy. wnnt the prolets
i revolution to wait until the mase party - cin guoraniee a-stroggl
without poszibility of ~catastrophe. B T T e s
Garmain and his co-thinkers apply to the Russian -prolelariot.the;,

.go]icy _that . Shachtman applies . to .the. world\proletariat, " Wher

hachtman’ and:Co. hold on to-the labor bureaderney, “Germain “and:
his co-thinkers huld on to the noticnelized propurty. . Theil-,eiemt.e
into a policy Trotsky’s annlogy of the Russien state.as 8.big trad
union, ‘Thelr defensizm continues becatse they.are- terrified of the:
proletarinn revolution in Russia unless a mass revelutionary party.can,
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gnarantee that imperiatism will not profit by the defeat of the
buremicracy, .

Yhachtman vacillies between o verbnl revoluticnism and hiz
ectual spbordinntion to the “democratic interlude” of the laber leader-
ship.  Germain vaciilutes between s real revolutionism in Western
Europe, and the Kremlin and Red Army, Shachtman's revolutionism
is wrocked agalnst his need to support the bureancracies of Western
Eurepe. Germain's revolutionizm is wrecrked agoinst his defenre of
the nationalized property, Le,, the Kremlin and the Red Army,

With the inerensing success, Le. lease on life, of the Inbor bureauc-
rucy, Shachtman, the petty-bourgenis, becomes ‘more defensist, i,
more Menshevik in his politics, With the increasing success of the
Kremlin and the Red Ariny, however, Germain, a Bolshevik, is com-

clled to hecome inerensingly defemtist in regard to the Kremiin
ureaueracy. The grent. difference les in the perspective of world
proletarian revolutien consistently maintained by Germain aud gues-
tigned by Shachtman. That is why - Shuchtman, heginning with a
conditional defensism 1n 1911, ends with an unconditional defeatism in
reward to Russia based upon. u defeatist attitude to the proletariat
everywhere, Tt is the' concept of the world -proletarian revolution
. which is Jriving Germain. from a. conditionnl to .an. unconditional de-
featism in regard to the Kremlin angd the Red Army.. T )

The uacillutions ¢f Shachtman can be cured only by & recogmition

“of the clemeniui and instinctive drive of the proletariat on & world
cale, and. partievlrily, -in his own country, to reconstruci: society on
. ecommuniit beginnings. The vacillations of Germnrin can be cured only

by the recognition of the ‘clemental , and Instinetiva dvive jof the

Russian ;:roletnriqt; to reconstruct sociey on'communist beginnings..
' " “The Vacillations Repeated *~ -

. o

. Buy if Russia and “nationalized property’ are not adequotely. de- "

fennled,"t'he world tevolutivnary. aspect: of Trolsky's heritage is net

adequately defended cither. The vacillation on- Rusilun deferse.is re- .
- fleeted in the propagunda for the world ::evu,lul.ion. by the ‘l-‘ou,x-l.h.!n-—- FE

ternational. .~ . : L. - : :

. - The concept of the predominant role of the party. learnt in Russiz,
s transferred -to ‘Western 'Burcpe. It bases the-corruoption of -the
- bureaucracies of the ommunist Parties on the machinations of the
~Kremlin and not on the developed antngonismz of the bourgcoisie; the
proletarint and the notty-bourgeoisie.. Thereby, it i3 unable to meet

- on a_ fundamental class-basis the demoralized ouporttnism. of Skacht-.

- - man-apd the TED nor the Infantilo-leftism of Manis = "0

3 Its revolutionary. propuganda tends to demand certain actions of
the proletariat rother than clicit and develop its own proletariun .ex-
perivnces, Hence its embarrassinent When' these actions o, not take

place and Shuchtman and-the LK.D.'ers demand : where ip the revolu-

tion vou promised?; its . unrewarding - concentration on  izsues

_like the vote on lhe referendum, As we demonstrated, it promulgiites *

the rovelutionary readiness of the misses hut -cannol motivate it from
the objective/manifestations as Trotsky did in regord. to the unien
Cmovement in 1018, Tt announces rather than analyzes, Its vevolutionism
censlsts more in exhorlation, and in manifestos rather thun the con-
“ercte dally prescntation of the vevolutionary- pregram. It does not see
the organic unjty Letween the party and the revolutionsry masser but
is far teo much governed by the talse iden of Lenin in "What ix to be
:Done,” thut the party bringz socialist consciouvspess to the masses
from- the ‘outside—direet result of the theory of the degenerated work-
ery’ state. Worse sill], Germain now begins to find the consciousnerss
‘and organization of the preletariat in 1944 lower than it wis In 1418,
_ He finds that the phenomenal growth of Stalinism corresponds to the
“historie retreat” of the workers movement. If the vacillation un the

. Bursiun question is to be covrected by the revision, not the oxpositiom, .

*

of Trotsky's theory on Russia, the vaelllation on ¢~ weeld revolution
is to bz correeted by ths most resolute struggle for the methad of -
Balshevism, We -.;hal’l’ tuke ax v model the Third Congresa of the Com-
intern, dominated by Trotsky, the same Trotsky who wrote ihe
Tranzitional Pregram. :

(d) The Method of Bolshevism .

In 1921 the Thind Internationsl recognized that the revolutionary
wave whieh begen in October 1017 had passed, - ’ .
“The first period of the revolntionsry movemunt after the war is -
churucterized by the clemental natare of the onsiaught,” by the con-
siderable formlossmess of ita methods ‘and aims and by the extreme
panic of the ruling clnsses: and it may he regarded by and large a8
terminated.” ' Ce o
No such situation oxists todsy. The exireme ponic of the ruling
classes ig far greater than in 1921, The quotulion abave continues::
“The elnss sclf-confidence of the, hourpedisis and the. outwar
stability ofits state nr¥nns have unduuhted]y_beuonm.s}rengtheneq The
dread.of Communism has abated,-if .not complately disuppeared,”
leaders of tha-bourgealsle are new evenibeactingabout-the might
their state apparatusz and hava everywheve: nssumcd. :
ngnimt, the working- maeses,-. on both, th
fronts.” T T A BT R ]
Now soeme such period as this d. in: i .d,c\v v
he wrote fri 1939 that if, during. or after the ‘war the proletariut'di
succeed in. making the revolution: und-was thyowh baek-on.

.then_hé could not conceive another situation in. which i

If there are those Avho think::that ‘such
questiona,’. . ¢ LT
Of the projetarin the £ th
. "“The elcmants of stabllity, of.conservatism
plitely upset in‘social relations, have lost most of:th
the constiousness of thu-tolling' masses” »"; = 5w S
-~ Wa ask: Whan were- the -workers all over"the' }vo\'!d‘evertso'irqe‘
of all elements of stability, of conservilisn, of’tradition 7-1f; Stalinis
corrupls the revolutionary ueyge of ihe-masies. 7, tha: Soelaly ™
Demoergey- corrupted § 1921, Tf Stalinism is the:extreme corruptio
that it} hoepuinyief { Intioniam_ of the.masgo
T e et o5 s Roamtinn :
ir not the product of the Kremlin B B
o The Theses call the capitulism of 1021 “Cepitaiism in 3 .
agauy.”  The whole of worid civilization is nu -longok . in its death
agony.. Putrefaction ond-gangrence have set i, But the Intern ional
ennnot see this hoeauge it persiats in_soeiz)g.prugrnsn in the! morstr
Hal e

The ‘Third Congréss in its- Thesis on Tacties; 0id: not- debat )
Tevel of caneclousness of the masses. It gove freely-to ‘the éentiists
a1} that they wanted of this. It attributed. the follure:of the révolition
to the trcuchery of the workers' purties and-added furthers..” .

“. ., it I this which during the perfod of apparent prosperify
1161920 cncoulage:d nevw hopes in the prolatarint of: improving:it
conditions within the framework of eapitalizm, tho esséntinlicausoof
the defeat of the rirings.in 1010 and of the declina of the revelution
movenents. in 1119-192 . o L e

< I'nke that and do’your best with it, Comrade. Shachtman an
vour co-thinkers, The" Congress: admitted that: “the ‘majority-iof.
the workers §s not yet under tho influence of communism, above
Y], in-the couwntrles where the power of finance-enpital: is p{rt_igqlnl-ly/
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. Btrong and has given birth teo vast luyers of workers corruptad by
imperialisn {for example in Englend and the United Stoates) wund
_..where genuine revolutionary pmp:ﬁmda among the masaes is just
. beginning.” Most impartant of all, the Er_r.-nteag ight at this Congresy-
was avound rejecting the theory of the offcnsive and the Congress
Intisted that' there was no pom:ibihtir of the revolution until the
Inajonty of the proletariut, accepted the leadership'of the Commun.
st ' .

. Take it all, Comrade Shachtman snd all the rest of you: Invent
for 1947 a bourgeoisle confident, vast layers of workers corrupted by
tmperialidm, a majority not nceepting revolution, make your reuction-
ary fantssles Into a thesis. The International wastes its time and
betrays its own, vacillntions when it. arguea with you on that basis.

Bolshevism in 1921

. It wasles'its time. It botrays its own vacillations. Becnuse in

1921 after mglst.enrgg‘the set-back, the decling of tha mauys revolts, the

. confidence and Loasting of the bourgeolsie, the Third Congress then
. pub _ferwnrd paliey.  And ‘what was this policy?

Al agitation ‘snd propaganda every -action of the Communiast -
A'P_nrity ought to. bo permeated b thi'.q'sem.iment, that on the c:x;‘;it::lli:tf

218, no - durndle amelloration of the condition of the ot body of
the proletmiat {s possible;” that onl?{ the overthrow of lﬂebourgciiaie
and ‘the_destruction of the cipitalist state witl make it pozaible to
Cwork for the:improvement of the conditions of the pro,lctarint and to
Testore. the national cconomy ruifed by capitatizm.’ T el

Far 1847, §5 - this Bolshevik Diolicy or not? - This is tihe question
must Bo anawered, - But for it to be answered, It must be arked
nd the example must be. set, This is and hag been the basic positio
:the’ Johnson-Forest'tendency since 1943, Is iL sectarianism, ultrs
leftinm;:. gemi-syndicalicin, - hraze-mongering? Then let ws have i
: sl_(ed’and clearly answes on all sides. .

- ' The. Thesis wams that this; of course should not | névém. the
struggle for vital, actual and—imr;wdiate demunds of the wgrimrs.' But -

these were not to be substituted for the nropaganda and agitntion for

he: revolutionary -overthrow  of- bouvegois sogfety. © Thesa thesws, -jt~

should be noted.’ were not literary or historie aurveys, - They 'wers .
; guida. the partles unlil 1922 R

"The re onary character of the
-oisely -in_ | hat the -meet modost .cmig
winking -m Aare incompatible with the existence of capitulist soc!et?',

that for ;‘.}!is reason-even the struygle for the most modest demantls o

takes on ‘l.hc proportions of 4 struggle for communism.” :
L "~ The 'T.psl::'of the Party | :

" The _1521_'1‘}195&5 say thot the struggles may e defensive but l:
ia the Juty of the party to decpen the defensive struggle, o amplily :

Cit'and turn it into an’ offensive, :
,To the FrenchParty the thesis offered some advice. The reaction.
against the war wug doveloping more slowly in France than in the

other countries.” In other words, the French proletariat was more
. backward” than. the others of continentn] Eurlﬂ;:c.. The. advice of -

"the':l‘_il}l:'d Congress was:

o t“The  practienl sgitation ought to tnke n character very much
gno;'? pointed and more energetie. It ought not to dissipate li'fsolf on
Incidental situations and thy siui'lin;].' and variable combinations of daily
p}?l:turs. In all ‘events smull op arge, the agitation of the-purty”

.. Fhould dyaw the samo funidamental revolutionary conelusions anid jn-

, tuleate them into the working masses even the mast backward.” ’

Thir is Bolshevism, Or i t secturianfsm
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" wholfc British art:;j_‘nmjo tg

resent cpoch, consists pres - Minster and the

ilivns of exizence for the!

In 1922 the Fourth Congress met. 1t said thet fanelam, wings - -
terror und the stote of sisege against the proletariat wos rising, 1t gnid .
that thero was approaching an cra of democratic-pacifist fMlusions,
#nd democratic-pacifist governments in Frarce and Britain, It wamodf
that there were many stages between defeat and victory. It showed
that with the decline of the revolutionary wuve, the centrists had
maved away from the Third Internationn! and’ gone back to tha
Heeond.  But it did not then begin wailing obout the jliusions of the
n;u-'rﬁr. or speculating on the dute of the insurrection. Instend it de-
clianed: B . :
“The conception according to which, in the unstable eguilibrium

ol contemporary bourgeols wsociaty, the gravest erlsiz can suddenly

hurst es the result of a grent sirike, a colonfal uprising or a new:
war, or oven a parlismentary crisly, 15 even truer teday than it wus-
at the time nf the Third Congress. s
“But it is precisely because of this thal ths ‘sublective’ ,factor, .
that is to say, the degree of understanding, of will, of combstivity, and -
of organization of the working class and of its vanguard sequires an
enormous importance, . :
‘The majority of the working clusa of . the United Statea: an
Europe oughi to be wo, thul is tle essenlial tnsk of the, Commu

- Inteenntional today us [ormeg'l)'.'f_:‘-

.+ . The Bolhevism of 194

" Now we ank: If this"wng Bolahevism.in 1821, where is
in 1477 A mighty debate shakes tha”curifevence; hulla. € th
Conprers. On what? Ent op” nén-entry inta; the » Labor Party.
t and, minarity, despite superficial; i
ekwanl, the most supebgﬁgf_ﬂ_

ences, is unl e most
Britain,

I
of ‘'the . sorld economy. mnd' the: crisis’ in

. responeible bourgesls Journal writes: ' Ut ST

#The severky of the problems that face the ctuntry s such that
the wrest malority o!‘(f’eople waull ¢ndorde ‘any policy: that: offéred a
renl prozpect of emerglng from . them. Fhis does not exclude;even:the
extreme torms of Soelalism, enforced by dictatorial methods, that.ore!:
wdvacated by the ‘Keep Left' schooks " . . oo 77 Lo

Thi i z scrrous warning. ta' the International and: can'bo véritiad
3’ innumerable waya, The article mppeared in the .week'th

1"'.:;5 et of the Oppositivn - warnud -th

of o erlale-surpassing tha: erlsls of ‘the” war, Jin th 1

Congress debsted on the level of: illusions, 'mo illusions;. boom, . no
boom; luil, np lull. For this the International bears the-entire. respon-
sibility as it dves for the shmmeful und sulcida! policies of the: Freneh
Majurity, In a world of great ‘strikes,. of continuous parlianientary
crises, of colonial revolts on un unheurd-of scale; and universal fear
of war, in' a soclety where no #tate has firm’ foundstions ander Tts
feet, where all governments loup from ong adventure to anether,in

“this world unable to stand stit], where all the negative features of

3921 ure multplled ten times over and the positiva features have'di
appeared, here the Internutional, in not one gingle dorument yr.discu
sion can face the Menshavik, tendencies even.with tha -Bolchavism of
1021, far less with what is required in 1847, 0 0T 4
The inevitable vesult could have hava been foretold. Organizaticnal
and petty political problems such as entry or non-entry becoma dividing
lines and the Russiun question hecomes a football in which extreme

. right and extreme left maneuver, each for its awn Furposes, wholesome

o ngt evzen with this diserder rampant in ite ranks the Internationul

*Tho Economist, August 16, 1947
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. of war or’in the sphere™nf ‘trium
chatracterited by the instabillty of the bourgeoisie, hy grent cconomic -
am politienl, difficuttios, by convalsions' and erisis, and which will un--

by “‘the world

is politically unable to defend Balsheviem for our epoch and deferen- |
tinte {tself Trom other tendenices. In July-August 1947, it publishes an_

er!:mrin_l in the journal Quairieme Internatinnei with the portentwus
t'tle “New Stage.” The new stage is not as in 1921, the recegnition of
defeat. No, it 13 quite the reverse. .

“For the first time since the “liberation”, the proletarint (in
France, Belgium, Itnly and Holland) has taken the fleld in a vast class
moventent, conquering Inertln and even the opposition of the bureais
cratic apparatus of the Stalinist ana reformist leaderzhip, and partinlly
disrupting” them, ,

“There has taken place i1 sharp brealk, ‘verv important, above all
from the consequences which it will have in the near future, between
large layers of the proleturian-vanguard amd these jenderships . , .
The experience seguired by the masses which have joined the battle
with such vitality and dynamism in the -greet struggles of the past
weeks will serve to reenforee the rapidity of revolutignzry enieryonee
from the treachcrous tutelige of Stalinism and reformism.”

Here i the midst of the grentest distocalion of society ever known

. pa:n!od-hy vust colonigl movements i tun. Near Esgst, the Far Fast and
.{‘p:‘;&{t‘ Bat the eonclusinn "betrays the un-Leninist vacillation and
Tmakily, o ’ .

to conzluda thut we probably have befare nuin- perivd of nk lanst some

years during which no decigion will be .avrived at eithey in the sphere
hunt Revolution; buy which: will be

loose, in the-fuevilable stengglea: which: will \be Wwaged
proletaring anl tho esloninl pecples, neiy revelutionars forces freed

- from' Stalinist tutcinge.” . ey ‘
.The writer i5 ‘“compelled to-. ronchide. thut we probably have B

before us a perivd of “at Teast some years” - :
What ia this deinghere? All the cenirists, Shachiman in the.lead,

«owil] | pouneeupnh Ahiz, declavisy "that this~is what they lave been

saying when in reality théy have been saying something fundamentally,

codiferant - Whe svaw promizsed ke viztorisns ndvolulion us . e ever- - -
throw of eapitalism on & world ar at lenst a. continental senle 'exccpt A

;}f ter long years of - rdvancing aml retroating’ struggle? )
.This passape in this plage is'a concession, ‘ene of tlie-perpetual

" eancesklons to the contrists which they use to odvance their own vencs

tionary policies, Trotsky sald in 1938 to the Americin tomrades: You
whmy- be perfectly ‘chle to eonqugr_the, power i ten years. Therefore:

begin” the revolutionary preparation for the masses now, And when -

Shachtman in 1938 thonglt ns he &l thinks - that . the tmo
for revolutionary slogans is when the sojzare cf powsar. was approach-
ing, -‘l‘rots!gy shouted-at him, “*How can we in such n eritienl situation
23 now existy in the whele world, in-the U, S. meusure the stage of
development of ‘the workers' mavements? .. :

We nsk these editorial writers the sdme:"HBw"chn‘you. ih ﬂl-l} .

situation of 1947 measure the development - of “the new stage'?
Lither the statement means nothing exeept what every Marxist knows
* gince Marx’s thesis of 1850, (it can be found in the Thesis of the
Third Congress) or it s n-politicnl capitulution, Every line of the.

* .. Thirs Congress is dirceted aguinst precisely this “some years before

the revolution” theals, the- Jmliticnl “haven of left Mensheviam, .
Immediately ufter this the editoria] swings away tg the left,
“The new 'stage s above all.marked by the broadest and moat
.‘fertilo intervention of. the d:roletur'iat. which upsets all the ealculationu
of the bourgeolsle and of the Stalinist bureaucracy . , ' L
80
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“Finally, aftue earéfully’ weighing evcerything, ong is compelled
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The words we Lave underiined should not ba written it they are

not mennt. But before the sentence Is over~we are on tho right again. . -

. “ .. which can and must decide the historic alterrative, rot.in
the direction of war but in that of the werld socialist revelution.”
The revelutiog is opposed not 1o the counter-revolution but to the.
war, That is, preciscly what all defestists do and the oxtreme rightists
are naw doing. . s
Finally to clinch the confusion, the editorinl ends as follows:

“It is for us, worid movement of the Fourth Internationsl, to .-

unfold before the oppressed inasses of the world, elearly, guwilneigusly;
this perspective of the possible preparation of the Itevolutlon which-
can prevent the war and lead tortured mankind from the impasse and
the tofls i’p which it js plunged by imperialiem and the soviet bureau-. .
oracy, . . : R

The war again Is posed ay alternative lo the “possible” preparation
of the revolution, We prefor not to 17y to explsit what this means. B
the lost sentence eannot be ignored. " - - - ULy

. “The new. stage into which, we.enter. is. that of the. hardening “of
tine revolutionary forees for the preparation, slow parhaps, but:surs
of the Revolution’ o L L

Al Can Agree on:"'Slow But Sure : .

- That last sentence is'a olitical ‘catastrophe. "Shachtman, -tk
French Majority, ‘the Britlsh- Patty, the' LK.D.  avory | coiiservativa:
tendency in the Internations] ean: hold'ito their” positiona. snd agres
cmnplete_!'g,qvith this,” How does . one- carry, ‘out:a preparation,:slov
perhaps, “hut sure foi 0 revolution! The differvnce ‘e then *in: the

-perhaps. Shuchtmnn s ahsolutely certain: that’ the preparation .wilt

ge slow, Bome of his vlosest supporters think: it will be: twenty:; venrs
Otherwise, despita the picat 1uestiun~mg_rk,-j Shachlman, ‘who,is!iiberal
about these things, wilt-be willing to.be ‘sure of the ultimate ravelution?
just a8 long us the preparation.ia slow. And'ii, now.!that the proletay

. i’nt'in‘ one great-sevies of striked lins “upset ail the ealculations;of the

hourgeoisie and. of the Stalinist bureaueracy™, if with'

g
“wa dreclare that row the preparation.-Is to ba: slow (pérhapa) by

then during .the two previous jears when: the proletoriat: did-

advanta to_the now stuge what exactly should have bean!tha teapaiaf..
Tthe ﬁiﬁp‘:_lrutibn—firesum_abhj_ extruimely u]qw ~and ¢on v

During two yeors the centrifugnl clements in the, International’
have with no slowness at all,, (!rem'thes"nm_.ncvnr:alu‘w)'-and‘.wxﬂg;_u-
growing surenoss, - gathered !their reoctionary ! forces and’ are’ now.
detlaring ;themselves.- At thit; thne, when the Internationnl,: on'th

busiz of the new stage, shonld-have swept this” continual, setting ‘tha;

ctime for the ravolution into tlte dustbin® and ot then with the stiffost’

and most uncomprowising programimatic countor-attuck,-this:isy thes
time it chooses to drlllyl with them nnd. in addition ~tn'statistics;qf-
boom, offers them united fronts on tie time-table of the revolutio

~The msurrection will come whon it wil come, .the world. revolution’
will triumph:in; the" whole . world . or in Sart in Jts own timesThia:has

been and.can be legitimata subject for discusaion.. But only after. there
is programmatic ‘agreement. These questions, when mised jn-tha
midse of o world erials never mean. what they say on-the serface but
are u cover for retrent and reaction, Our task In to recognize;:in.the
words of the Third Congress: Do e

“The révolutionary charucter of the presont epoch_-cpns;qga_pxwe-

* The Johnsom-Fumest toadenky met this ssme sy . pre-oceupatic

»ith perspectives of boom from the Workers Party Majority in 1048, We' categurs -

" Jeally refused to substituta the rwl ierming of dicowshin o6 Goom, for tho simtex!

qumitinny,

&1




cisely in this that the moest modest conditions of the mnsses are jus

compatible with ihe existence of copilalist Soclety and that for this
1enzon even the struggle sor the most, modest demands takes on the
proportions of n struggle for communism.”

Hew is it possible in the face of this to tell the workers ahout
the slow hat sure prepasatjon of the revolution. They are then slowly
}nutIsurely to starve and shiver without houses, without clethes, withsut
uel,

left, we are reminded of the Ereglmnt words of Chaulicu and Montal,
French Minorityites: “Only the vocabulary distinguishes Frank from
. Geoffroy.” : e . I
>. The basis, the spearhead of Bolshevism in our time is the un-
e¢mpromizing  presentation of the need apd the methads of socinf
revolution. Nething else can be the basis. It is the Inck of this hnsis
which make it somnetimes almost imposaible to distinguish right from
left at some plenum debates cxeept by the names of the rpenkers.
. And this fechloncse ix not aceidental: We san enly repeat. It is the
.- Russion - position which holds back the International from making «
Rolshevik uge of the Transitional' Program.

(ef Th’é"Ti-_a"nsiﬁonaif P"‘:_"J‘fém'_TC’Fiéy

. .It has Been hecossary to cstablish thé method of Belshevism, be-
tause: of the fate that has- overtzken the Transitional Program of

Teotsiey, The Transitional Program:is one of the great documents of .
< Mavxlsm, Bolehevism of out time. Yot it is beiug mode the vehicte-for

. 4He niL rosctionary - theory and practice.

We gholl ‘here show what it was, what it is and to _wh'alt_ dogree .-

1947 has mude rendjustments and extensions necessary.

- the Transitional Program of 1938 was a program for the “aysteinl e

atle: mobilization' of the -masses for thu proletarion revolution.” - ...« -

- Except on. this busis' the: Transilional. Program could not have

" ubolishedl; the' old distincEion between the minimal: dimands nnd the R

maximum demands by linking *day-to-day work . . . indissnlubly.. . «
- with tha actual tagks of:the revolution.”? . " . )

- “All minhmal demenus “must be linked to’ tactory committens, for
workers' centrel of productien nnd workers’ militin, These are precizelv -
what separsted the Transitional' Program from the old minimunt

program, Anybody ‘can demand anvthing. It i3 the method that mnkes

- the demands of the Tronéitional Plognim transitory to the proletsrian

revolution. Demands for workers. contrel of production and workers'
militin are not demands on the bourgeoisic Lug on tha proletariat to

prepare it.for the. proletarian.revelution. - - '

“The Transitional Progran was to Ymplang the iden into the wminds’
of the comrades, of “the general (i.u.;’pmfoundly revolutionary) char-

acter and tempo of .our epoch.”

“In our mirds it the slogan of workers and farmers govcrpment

leadg to the “dictrtorsidp of the proletarint,” SR -

The transitionnl demands becama revolutionary in fact: “insofur
as they “become the demands of the masses as the proletarian pov-
etnment”, Le., insofar ns the masses, tnke over control of production

.and form themselves inte workers' “militin, workers' and farmers' "

government. ‘The Transltiona] Program Js:a progiam for the aming
- of the workers, a program with the Soviets in mind.” - :
Tmtskg was no putschist. He said repentudl{ that tlieze were
“idens” to be implanted as propaganda, But not a lin :
‘is to be seen except as nn idea which only. awaited mass mobilization
to be translnted into revolutionary action of the most violent kind, The
. military prograin is a cese in' point. The program says. simply:

sz

Over and aver again, in reading the debatea between right and

e in the program’

“Military trnilllnl; and arming of workers and l"- .
P armersé under
direct contvol of workers and fermers’ committees; creation of rail.

itary schoals for the fraining of commanders among the tollers, choseri” " .- :

by workers' organixation; substitution for the stand ) ‘
fggle's militis, indissolubly linked up with faclurlea,nful;xrfa‘:'fﬁ; '

In those simple sentences the leader of the October Reveintion
audl the-organizer of the Red Arny was preparing the revolutionary -
le;o g:amt: i splic the bourgeols army, take uver a section of jt, 'organ=

ze ; ns & Re Army, bulld vp & rroletarian- force and then arm the -
whole population. This is the significance of the Transitional Program: |

1938 and 1947 )

_ The position of the Johnson-Forest tendency is clear. For us.the
::Tlolcl!e «g erence between 1838 und 1947 can bg summed :u‘;n in.twa,
L IT IS THE TASK OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL T(
.'ID?RIXE AS (;LEAR A LINE BETWEEN -BOURGEQIS NATIONAL-
ZATION AND PROLETARIAN NATIONALIZATION AS THE-REV.
‘OLUTIOFARY. THIRD INTERNATIONAL: .OROVE “ BETWEEN
BOURGEQIS DEMOCRACY AND PROLETARIAN - DEMOCRACY.
bF' Il. THE STRATEGIC ORIENTATION. 1S THE UNIFICATION
PROLETARIAN STRUGGLE ON AN INTERNATIONAL SCALE
z LIS

A8 EXEMPLIFIED IN. THE STRUGGLE :FOR

UNITED STATES OF-EUROPE, . . KR
‘This underatond wa sholl take the key fealures of.

. it was jn 1938 and compare it as.a, program:for 1047, 5 o

“THE OBJECTIVE PREREQUISITES .
. BOCIALIST :=nm'.o%unon§ FOR

* ;1988 “The world political sitwation as  a- wliol )
acterized by o historical crisis of ﬂ:c‘Iéhdéﬁhip‘Jnffiha'?:‘lm{‘{iiiltih”
'ﬁ'his is the koy-sentence of the Transilional Program.:Why
. Dewnccratic regimes, as well as {fascist,” stagrer ro

bankruptey to another. . -~ ’ B
. ““The bourgesisie itaell: seeis-no Wey out

©0In: countrios-whend it has alveady bestt fu

) ¢ ed to” atabe:
upon' the card ‘of faseism, it now tobaggons with. closed -oyes ' toy

can economic- and . military catastrophe. -

.. “Fn the historically-privileged countries © , + all af-éapital
dl’“mill!ll parties ‘are in a stete of perpiexity; bu dering;on-:!;"!p‘:ird
of will. e R R BRATE e

. *“Internationn! relations present no botter picture’s, "
This ie the classic formwla for. the . pre-revolutionury -siti:
The . bourgeoisic cannot govern in the old way. That is.why . *Th
historical ctisin of mankind is reduced to the crisiz of the ravoluilo
ary leadership.” I N R AERESRRREN
1747, The war has come. There 15 not one single regime, bours
geois-democratic, social-demoecratie, or military occupation, "to - ivhig
IP3R wanld’ not seem .n paradise. There iz no loager perplefity, th
is ouly terror and fear, The problems nre fnsoluble, =~ 7 =
From the boutgeoisie tsky now pnssea to the prol:iariat..
. “THE PROLETARIAT AND ITS LEADERSHIP™ .. .7\
.+ 1938, “The economy, the state,. the rol::lica of the bourgeolale and
its internationnl relations nre completely blighted by a noclal;cris

_ charncteriatic. of -a ' pre-revolutionary -stats of- soviety.

1947, The economy; the state ond the politics ot the bourgeoisie
and its International rolations .nre no longor.compietely. blighted-as
in 1938, Barbarism is already eating. away at the heart of European
clvilizailon and the colonial periphery. The regimes of; Sialin-and. his
ratellites surpass the traditional bourgeols regimes only in.the.dopth

‘58 '




of the decline and the hypocrisy of their rulers,

1938. “In_all countries, the proletariat is wracked by u deep

disquiey. In millions, the mosses again and agein move onte ihe road
of the revolutionary outbreaks. But each time they are blocked by
their own conservative appacutus.”
1947, Since 1988 the proletariat and the peasantry have repestealy
rhuken Jccaying hourgeois soclety to the %rmmd ag’in country ufter
country during 1944 or parslyzed it with mighty convulsions as in the
great strikes of the United States. But the conservative apparatures
have picked up prostrate bourgeuls society, set it on its feet nymin
and are holding it together. Without them bourgeols society would
not exist. ' . .

1938, “The definite passing over of the Comintern to the xide of -

the bourgevis order, its cynically counter-revelutionary role through-
out the world, particularly in Spain, France, lhe United Statex and
other “democratie” countries, created ‘exceptional supplementary dif-
ficulties for the world profetsriat , ., The laws of history are stronger
than the bureaucratie apparatus. No natter how the methods of the
social-betrayers differ-—from the social legisiation of Bium te¢ the
judicial frame-ups of Stalin—they will never succeed in hresking tie
~crevalutionary will sof- the poaleiasial” - L ‘
1347, The reformist bureaucriey gareu:isely because it is reformist
can no longer held the sllegiance of the masses, '1.‘he\¥l have poured
by the hundreds of thousands und tha miilions into .the Cominunist
Parties, thereby declaring as never before, . their understanding of
. the ueed Lor u revelutionary transiormation of society. But convinced
-of the bankruptey of the nations! bourgeoisie and the natwnal state

nnd in Lerrible fear of the proletarian revolution, the Cominlern seeks .
to create jn Euwrope and Akjn- national -zatellites of Stalinist’ Russin

with the Red Army as its main protector against, proletarian uprisings
within and intervention from withent. .In vain, No sign of

. stabilization appears, The. new régimes are driven along tie road of:
e Comintern seek to corrupt the

. tatalitarianism, The - partiey .of 3
revolutionary will of the masses by the prejudices of the petty-
"bourgeoisie, bringing ino f‘uy all the treacherous devices lenrnt in
the school of the Kremliin, Butl already the masses have in all spheres
ghown thelr r.apncit{ to confound and upset the raost carefully laid
~caleulntions of the [eadership. In major countries, alrendy for broad

© masras, the term- Troiskyism huas become synonymous with ithe ides”

of revolutionary proletarian struggle for power as opposed to the
Kremlin—duminatzd policies of the Comintern. e .

-1t is ot this stage that Trotsky in 1938, having established the
unbreakable cdrive. te the revolutionnry power of the proletariat,
. distinguishes between the Transitional Program and the minimum

rogram. Trotsky then talks of the necessary. nuestion of unctics,
Eut here” 1947 is not 1938. ' .

Toda‘r the proletariat .faces and knows that it faces an e’cd‘num}'

and socizl order so shattered that nothing but the most unparalleled
efforts can destroy the counter-revolution, rebuild the economy and
finally extinguish the spreading flumea of war. Evéry pussing day

shows tp the proleturiat that its nearest every-day immedinte needs -

cean be satisfied only by actions of thedost far-renching historieal
character. The struggle for power therefore becomes the muin objec-
tive of the revolutionary edueation of the masses,
WAR AND THE ARMING OF THE PROLETARIAT

1938, “The present crisiy can sharpen the cluss struggle to an
extreme point and bring ncarer the mowment of denvuement. But thut
dues not mean that a revolutionary situation comes un st une stroke.
Actually, its approach ia rignalized by a continvous series of cunvul-
sions , , . The problem of the sectlons of the Fourth International is

3
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struction o

- to help the proletarian’ vonguard- onderstand- ihe‘ xenel;gl.'clgnrn.rter.— :

and tempo of roqr epoch and to fructify jn thme the struggle -of:the .’
masnes with aver more rexolute und militant organizotiopal measuren,,
“Strike pickets are the basic nucle] of tlf .

atreet demonstration, ft ix imperative to propagate the pecessity of.
creating workers' groupe for self-defense. It in necessary to write this.
slogan into the program of the revoluslonsary wing of ‘the trade unionx.
It is imperative wherever possible, beginning with the youth grodps, .
to organize groups for self-defense, to drill and acquaint them with . -
the use of arms. : L S o .
.+ "A pew upsurge of. the muss movemeut nhon!d serve not only to
increase the number of these units hat also to unite them sccording .
to neighborhoods, cities, regions, It is necessary ip give organized”
expression fo the valid hatred of the. workers toward scalwd and hands.. .
of ganpeters and fascists. Jt is necessary to advance the slogan of -
a_workers’ militia ag the onc.srerious guarantee for the inviolubilit
of workers® organizations, meetinjis and: press,” - e e
Thix -does not .depend on the consciousness.of thé masses. Tt is
precisely the consei of _the masgges which .3r tn ho nltered,'= -
“Unly with the help'of such. uystématic, peraistent] indefatigab
courageous agifationsl and -organizutional work,.2lwoys onthe Sasis
of the expericnee of the masses themsclves, is.it. possible 1o root. out

- frone their coneciousnéss “the \ traditions of -#ulmnissivencsa:und . pas

vity .. L BESt Ca i L al
. 1047, Tne_objective conditions -of . 1047, the great bxperiencess s
militury and.class warfore that the; proletarint has: gane. Fhrough-sines’

-1938 makes ithe 1098 point-of depariure- inadequate, Today in. Inrige”
. .grens of the wotld the poiut-of departure 1s the arminj of.the proleta:

int, The sfogan:of o workers' militin.embodying: the whole population,
men and women, is needed: not for ‘defense - but. usithe basia-of. the
teizure of aner, a new form of /stale administration and - the: recoi
the national economy.. - R :
ALLIANCE OF "WORKERS AND FARMERS.::‘

. On the same révolutionary scale s the rogram for the alliance
of the warkers and firmers, [n 198 there 48 not’ore ‘wond of. psr:
liamentarizmw in the hundreds of words devotml to this! ..~ =

- Y93, Uomnitiees elected by “smalt- (urmery” should - make | their,
appearance on the national scene and jolutly with workets® committecs
and commitiees of bank employesd. tuke. into thejr lands contin! -of
trinsport, credit, and mercantiic operations affecting agriculiurs?

1947, The vangunrd, in-the face of:the atarving nation, summon
the proletarint to lead the nation and - purticularly the farmers, -to
overthrow the bourgeois regime in order to begln the reconstruction
of the economy. . S R P

. WORKERS CONTROL OF PRODUCTION. .- .

1538, “The working out of cven the most, elementary ' cconoinic:
plan—from the paint of view of the exploited, not the exploiters—ia:
impossible without workors' cantrol, that.is, without (%e- penetration
of the workers' cye intn ol open and concealed' Rprinfa’of capitalist’
economy, Committecn vepresenting fdividus! huainess. enterprises .
shonld meet at confercnces - te choose” corresponding commitless™of ~
trusts, whole' brinches of indusfry, economic regions and: finally,. of.
national ndustry zs » whole, Thus, workers’ conirol hecomes a scilool
for planned econoray. On the basis of the expetience of contro), the
proletariut will: prepere ‘itself for divect ‘management of ‘nationulized’
industry when the hour for' that eventuality strikes™:— . = - '

-1947, Tie workers no longer need to penctrate Into’ any. of  the -
springs of capitalist economy; In soma of the niost Important coun- -
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e proletarian army.”,
This is our point- of deparivre, In connection with every utrike -a):td.- I
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tries of the world the ruin and thievery of capitslist cconviny uve
cpen secrets to the workers, Workers® controt of production by an
uverall plan becomes the sole menns whereby it would be possible to
rebuild the ruined nationalized economy.

The ruin of the econnmy 15 complemented by the demonstritod
need and desires of milllons of workers to finlsh once and for ull
with the slavery of capitziist prouction and to exercite to the full
the vaost productive capacities ,created in them by cadp[tallsm. The
experience of the Rusrfan ltevofnﬂnn his proved beyond & shadow of
doubt that workets' contrul of production Is the deepest q:('preusinu of
proletarisn democracy and that without it, it {s impossible tu selve
the basie antagoniams of value production.

1938. “The necessity of andvancing the slogan of expropriation in
the course of doily.agitation §n partisl form, snd not only in our
propaganda in ita mogt comprehensive aspects, is dictated by the fact
that different branches of Industry are on different levels of develop-
ment, occupy a different place in the life of society, and pass thruugh
differeni stayes of the class stroggle. Unly 2 general revolutionary
upsurge of the proletariat can place the cumplete axpropristion of the
bourgeoisie on the order of the day. The task of transitional demands
is to prepare the proletariat to solve this problem.” -

1547, ‘The crisis” of national cconomies like those of Frahce and
Britain compel the immedinte expropriation of all the basle ndustries
of the national economy by the armed proletariat, Piece-meal expro~
priation with or without compensation is doomed to fpilure. Far from
ugitating for the partial expropriation of individual industriex, the,

need now is for total expropriation under workers’ contrel and com.”

prehensive {:!nns‘for the integration  of national econemies inte an
internntional prodaction, Not only the ruin”of the economy but the

capitulation of the Iimpotent: bourgecisie to' tha need for international- .

izatlon forms a surg basis for the agitation and: propugenda of inter-.
national socinl construction, .- : [T

The “Marshall Plan" forms the lutest cl'ﬁnnx to the need for a -

plan of the mvading socialist society, impdsing itself on the cupitalist
productive forces, Precisely becauss of - thelr capitalist nature, . all

- such plans ean result ultimately in nothing clse but disruption of the
world economy, increased drive te wor and the degradation of the ..

world proletariat,

- oo T - these - pasudoidnternetions! | pland of the bourgeeisie, the-

vanguard. inevery country and particularly jn the United States
Inust aim si prepuring the proletaring for o genuinsly internntional
astion: workers” contra! of the maln sources of production, interna-

tionnl workers' contrel of all meuns of transport;. an internativnal

Elut_l- for the reconstrnction of the world ccoromy upon a sociul{ft
asis. 1 '

Without' such -plans the proletaving is weakened l\gforn the rene- - °

tionury and malignang munipulation by the bourgeoisie of:the inheyent
neetd of the productive forces to be organized on an international
sociallst  basis, Above all, the vanguard exposes the world-wide
vounter-revolutionary role of American imperialism and the hypo-
critical churacter of its economic “yrifta” '

1938. “However, the statc-ization of the banks will produce these-
favorable results only if the state power jisell passes completely from

the hands of the explaiters into the hands of the toilers.”

1847, Only if the nationnlization takes place under the workery'
control of production and the riate power In the hoands of the tollers,
will the statification of binka and other basic Industries produce uny-

thing except frusiration, demoralization and ultimately pens] lebor

for the working eclass, The sioguns of workers' control of productivs,
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nationalization can no jonger b ' '
e Used e
E,Eﬁ clo.:est relation with tﬁe slogan of :ci'%trl?:m]:’eﬂﬁ ':?:nxfg:em?m: i_n :
ment, on the rond to the dictatorship of the proletarial, - ™ "’:m'“

ws;{'!I"l;:?ﬂl’J".tSﬁ;:{. AND PiROLETARIAI‘J REVOLUTION '
3 this perspective, impellin ] rapat
:z‘:-o til;f-r:;lé{e:ttlzl:lon:.fp'lf‘.’he ':ilc'.-fen'se ?f lhepelJ!iSwR.r;oiqls rtei:::mv? tih":pﬁmd
a5, the ‘faction of Butenko,’ d
::;;:g&:ﬁe::xmzez{pgﬂﬁgwei;. th? :iaclgan of Rei.:-' ti‘:u:?::b y 1‘33:5 -
Mind itaelf temporarily the n‘l’I g ? lin, 1t would noonoth 4t woold
n::; the Bonapar{ist clique bn{ :hes{:oi:ﬂl‘%u::q&} U defend
su t;:‘erty wrenched awny from the capitalistn and transformed int
stals Emﬂ:rtﬁ:eihrg:d‘m& i‘r“ufm;t aif Buteako* prove (o be in-all!an.:z '
military intervention, mogow of Reiss' would dofend the USSR from
lren?g .!.-}_mi‘lrfthe'r cc:ll;rsfl u:ozld };:ee ;ogl::gy:f” welt as_‘qn 1he w!"” .
ontrogicne of Bussis a3 a vast state-capltalist brust:: driven
) oF he ot o cepifulivy productian “”csp“‘f:l%sgle-‘i'gf the
-market, has ren abiout’
glgair;wp::pgg Sﬁ:;l;trgst ‘l;\!l::reuu'ct‘-.ucyﬂ\:gnoggggcct:hg?'e?tggi:r? -O:EV
Gl . Netther the tendencies | :  nop e
i']ciﬁil;uuu\: and social -development “of :hsa %gg}il 'i.:gl}m}éh"lgsr ?I:‘ﬂ
ulg _tant' indm:hon of any tendency towards the restoration of rivatg
fo“ a;ctl;‘ Y 'ﬁmr ;ulr'gnnc;;g_ d:lx;t;_ad:, t}aé séato—']g;op&rty ant wil] cgn'inub
. T 1 = nes iiself to itopin
;’p;i;:ijiz-e.;nﬂﬂngiésidzlé;p; uin_ a ségﬂa <cr}uu!.ry.-A!elIeI§a Eo o&%:r?:%ﬁ:!:i
riies, it s a contender. for world. power. and” itg~ v,
existence is the greatest source of ‘corrupti i o protstera
Tt is the grestest counter.revolutions ]} ree c;!:__the.)_vorld rodaaTia
temnant of the Octaber Revolution réur?nin:.n‘:x 3 ‘thg.wor_ld.:-t’odnv.;—No
iat In particular, und-the pr - el e proltar.
‘distinction ?"hnte’vell’ bet:.‘wmr-]d oot o

rensnﬁm._Abova all;

essnend any theory which implies

prns)erty by “any agency whatever ag
ntensi

an fication of the fundamental anta onisma of cap! ' pros

duction ‘and tha degradutivn of 411.classes § >

- nn..nah:a.bl,. BP0 e ieoretical conmpﬁon,*-':gﬁt‘daﬁﬁgsfffté%%u
ety e wEathe poves o te moiens oy o el o
Ktntua of proeoativ  power of the modern wqr!qqr relieved from-th

-1938. “A revislon of plnnned economy frmln“top ito hotlom in ihe

intereats of producers and congumers’.. Factor,

-?:vdre::gled ,\t-h'? right to control production, A‘gel::er?::}:m:;‘::";:i]i-

Drﬂdiigﬁo':l;;m cooper‘nllfe should control the qoality and ‘.lg;ic__e'-‘g
. The planned cconom Vi

The- proletarial

unions and its

plans cousist -

* the chief of the productive forces, to enforca b
. resolved fundamental antagonirms of caupitnl!st ;?ot;r::i::;{:n.

onisms ure insoluble ‘except by instituting mroletarian ‘demoeracy. -
THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL AND THE PROLETARIAT , -

1838, "Of ‘coucse, even .among the worker: ho - Mg
risen to the first ranks, there are not p féwsti';e: :':l:g :il:nl?ﬂliizjnne'g .
ones, They will remain, at least for the next period, as’ by standers,

BT

the USSR, le., the



.- A¥hen,a program or an organization wears out, the generation which = .3 Th ; . . . .
carried It on ita shoulders wears aut with it. The movemsat.is revital. .. mego ';;i;%ﬁ”ea “x{‘ 't}]'é“;:‘tée :{, ﬂf)luwic?l}cc. of inevitable defeats are.
..ized by the youth who are free of responsibility for the past. The = Marx jn 1851, - U tne absclute neture of the crisis. Wrote
o OF the Teelerart pnﬁl’”f“ff“ e iities sthive Lo Inapire the yoath . ¢ “Praletartan reidlations . . . crlticize themselves cona '
tion of the ?’7"1“ at. " a lh“ m i !: fature n: J; th ’?‘"I : interrupt themselves continually in their awn cou 6, come bmnntandy,
*with belief. in ""“":“} ‘lrit.. £ the .uulh : * the i apparently accomplished in urder to begin it al‘:r“i; c?lmeld S the
enthusiusm snd aggressive ap! A ¥ c€an guarantee Y merciful thorouglness the jnadeguaci kn to%, deride with un-
preliminary succesaes Jn the struggle; only. thegse successes canu return : of their first uttempts, seem Ioeqlhr " donn iaiea and pultrinesscs .

the best elements of the older generation to the roxd of revolution. -~ - order that he ma b from e eriaersnzy oaly ia
. nera , ) y draw new strength f i5 i
Thus it was, thea it will be.? 2 more gigantlc hefore them, recoll gvtr :?123 frllfm"fﬂ:nafl:’e ':ﬁe?ﬁ\?z

1947. The Fourth International dees not confound It own forces - . prodigiouensss of th
-«ith the objective revolutionary situntion and the movement of the - . 7 which makes all {n%n}wﬂ,iﬁn?hmﬂigae ?;ﬁ“ﬁ'f“ hudbe_en created
At ey e o otetariat, paclicolarly the youth. - N iy Frern e ' ¢ concldions then
. always to the vanguar the proletariat, parlicularly the yooth.. . .2 : y from end to end he w | - .
. By placing. before .them the ravolotionary program in all its empli- = . back. Bul the democratic insti(n’fét:]l:nﬁorﬁgdfl :;eh\?tllgr?:s no! tuff-"“l‘:
rude but hased niways on cotcrete circumstantes and experiences, i i of people are crying out.for an expression which onl -f.ho roctating =
wing _over the most nggressive elementa whe Jn turmn will Yead . 7.3 revolution can give, There is no power on earth that Y e soclalist.
the : less’ advanced lzyers in revolutionary struggle. The Fourth .. They will not he suppressed. - can guppress them, -
- International tefects without rezervation all plans to base revoluticnary . : . .
- -1~ policy. upon -the backwardness of the masses or toe smaliness of the
‘Bolshevik Party. =~ .. . 7 L e
- '1938, “Without inper. democrucy—-no revolutionary - cducation,
Withiout' discipline—no revolutionary sction. The inner atructurc of “the.
Foorth lnternationnl iy based on the principlesof demucratic ¢entra)-.
@n: full frepdom. in discussion, compiete unity in actionn - &)
= ."1847,;  The “crisis :of /humanity . sheypens all “contradletions; ;even
. thoBz” within the. revolutionavy’ modement itself. Never was it"more
NECessury, :tox‘;tho;intcmationalr-pnyj‘.iy .of -workl socialism to.-practice. oy
ha'mugtruthless:freedom of discossion, Never was it more. necessary [
to'have: the, mokt rigid- disciptine. In.action. Thegretical intransigednce
must’ be, combingd:withr orgaiizational . flexibitity, At:the “momént:
wien. the. proletariat. [y in process of-ninking s great: historie. advince,*
sects, “historically: progressive ,'.in'rgeno;!s -of gquicseonce, hecome ' reacr
imary.-For all. who.oppese. the demucratic imperialisms and. Stalin
s, unity .in one pirty j3 essentinl. The Fourth. Intarnational .will
" Uhpursue. without merey Sthose cnemies of proleturium . power who 1y
©the. banudr of .Trotsgyism, and yet veek to ‘disrupt the continuity
of our movement.; - - . ey
* i The -phoys fsvnot a programi-for adoption. Nnk. even’ a.draft:.
Sprogram’ . ean - rvasenably t come - except ~Trom - an fnternatioval:
centre, the ‘work of comrades of varied knowledge and -recent and:
concrete expericnces  with - the - proleturiat, But enough his. be
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Cpald to minke it impossible:- S
- v, 1} for Menshevism’ to-conceal itself behind o trencherous inter
. pratation of -tho Trensitional Progyam, P AL
to - 2) for Bolshevism lo allow Menshevik tandencies.to .obzoure
. the - fundamentals -of- our. mothod with pieayune disputes aimed .at
° whittling away its-revolutionary dynamism, confidence and-audarity,
demended -now ‘ns never befnre by the uvbjeclive relntions of society.
There can” ba nelther right ner Teft ner centre here. This is Bol-.
rhevism ‘and opposed to it-are its enemies, : - e
SR . Conclusion e
L We have tordraw the theoretieal arrow fo the hend. History hus
. shown that in moments -of great social crisis, its forthest flights
© full short-of -the reality of the proletaripn revolution, Never was the
_ proletayiat go.ready:for the revolutionary struggle, never was. the'
~ nesd for it so great, never. was it more certain that the proletarian

- wpheuval, however Ionﬁ delayed, will only the more certainly teke -
humanity forward in the grenatest leap forwerd it has hitherto mudd. -

e . 1. T
: .
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| Appendix
The Politicel Economy Of Germain

Governing all economic conceptions ure certain philosophic econ-
ceptions, whether the cconomists are aware of them or nal. And
equally governing il politiex! conceptions are certain economie fon-
‘ceptions, Germain’s whole anulyxiv of Russia is governed by an
eronomic analysis. It [s underconsumptionism, -
. in hiz Droft Theses (International Bulletln, Published by -the
Socinlist Workers Party, n. 18} Germaln writes: . .

“The tendency toward structural assimilation is uodeniable. This
tendency does moi stem from the need for ‘internal accumulstion of
capital,” that is, from auy pursuit of profits. It is ‘)_roclse\y here that
,the essential economic difference between capitalist ecoromy and
Soviet ceonomy lies, Tho central problemn of capitalist economy is
the prablem of getting surplus-vulue--that. is to say, the pursuit ‘of

profits (under the ecapitalist system accumulation of caplt‘nl is the

- eapitalization of the scrplus-valuc; this can be achicvedrenly. ifrque.- -

plus-value i3 gotten). But with Soviet economy the hisic question is
*expoansion of preduction, independentiy of the matter. of -profits - (tha.

~ economirt Leontiev, in an article published jn 1943, acknowledges that -

©  between 1928 and 1935 the Soviet metallutgical induriry apersted
"ot o ‘steady lozs and couid not have survived and  grown .except

—with the help of . stute. subsidies),. Whereas im]ierialism co‘:ilgistaﬂes-'_ !
jnvestment in -order’ -

. =entially ‘in ‘the. search for new spheres of capital §
- ta combet the tendency toward-a steady decline in the average rate.

C-ef profit, Soviet cxpansionism looks: for sourtes of raw materials,
finisied  goods, - ete., *independently of the‘t}ueat:nn of ! profits,, con-
of.

sidering only the needs of production and “of. the planned economy.™-
’ Germain posresses the virtue of making all. his mistakes power-.

Jully and clearly. It js difficult to see how it is possible to inake more
-- fantastic mistakes than he concentrates in this pnssage. .

The . Soviet netallurgieal industry operated ot a loss. All that *

this means is thut surplus-labor ‘extracted from ona_athru of “ the
-cconomy was uzed to bolster up snother sphere. A eapitn

Eritish state today wil have no hesitation whalever in producing in
one sphere at o loss iu order to bolster such over-nli purposes ag
it has. Germain obvicusly believes that today a eaplitalist economy
would see a vital industry not grow ancd’ even not survive. because it
could not show a profit on the bookr .

Germain informs us that “with Sovivt economy the basic question
is -expnusion of production, indevendently of the matter of profits”
According to this politiea! economy, Soviot economy just has to
produce and produce and produce, ;

An econoniyy can only prorduce with what it hee. The national .

production must attend to the abrolute needs of the population in
the brondest sense; it must renew the. worn-out plant amd then it
enit expand only with what remains. Now if as in Russin, it iz »
poverty-stricken economy functioning within the world-market, the

surplus in striclly limited. Tt must pay the worker at his value, it -

eannot afford to pay him more. To do so wouald lessen the preciovs
~gurplus. And forthwith; it 1a in the grip of value production. .

. This is what Marx taught, thut once the proletariat is huml!iyf,ed.

degraded, a proletarian, then automatically the only way of raising
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_ . -aingle eapltalist, or Jn those of wone aitigle w rporation,!”

ikt eepnomy,. v . LA L o

.- pavtienlarly. economies .that are .controlled by the state, does exnetly
* the rame.thing, There js ne ‘specinl “Soeiet virtue' in thiz, The. .

the productivity of labor is by expanding the constant capital, the’

machinery, the plant, at the espense of the workers Steli ' o
dnubtless be dehl};hted to be able to raise “the standard ot!l ut?:ég'
f’f the Rogsinn workers, He cannot do it, Even where a plunt is doing -
ardequate service, the discovery ond popularizatfon of 1 superior type
of machinery in Western Europe compols the rapid deprecintion in
value, ie., the serappmge of this particular type of |.redoctlon and
the suhsn_tutlan of the higher, Staiin does not need to know paliticnl
economy in order e do this. SeMf-preservaiion dietates this constunt
reorganization of the cennomy, as far ax possible, in order te maintein
a reasonable relation with the other economies of the- world,. When

. the worlil-market cxisted as o fuuctioning communication, this test

according to wvalue acted Automatically ofteu- by  vislen i ’
Twtay, when, the world-market is in ruins, the zame noccssitir fﬂ:t:.
The planners, pardicuiarly in hackward: Russin, have no fuide ne all
except the most ruthiess ‘production of surplus-labor to feed the insa.
tiable needs of the economy. Engels in Ant-Dubring summed up.’
Stalin’s dilemma with astonlshing precisior. Thy #lite-ownarship of
capital, he says, possesses the *“iechnical: mean:™ of solviiig tho
.ruhlcms of capitalist production, Technivally, production .in . Hussia
hcs an unlimited market, It is into this unlimimg ‘pit-that the under-
couswinplionists fuils.anid - drown -themselves: Tt won!d;:for - exuning 'y
t‘; ;iln‘:nr;ifty;t: kproduce wr-nsl\,r, q!qnntit[cassof food ‘und, cotton-goods. The.
vages | vorkerg. must bg limited. “So aro “dppetites” of .even’
Stulinist burenuerats, - Coe .;lff the fi}:ptt:te °f e
Stalinism ‘eannot produce and’ produce and -prodvée.
stautly endght’ between ' the centradiction that ‘i ‘cannot ge BUTPIUS
labor exeept from-labor-power. And it- miust keepthe cust-of--labor
,power -a# cheap.-us powsible; otherwise the'- cost sof{the . commodi
i@, -the Inbur that ‘gocs ‘Into it rides-te o degreo-that
whole economy in itn-relation to- other- economies;
eare to wurn-of precisely this when he vrotes =

*Contralizution: In a- cettain - lnp of industry weuld-have reashed:

s extrenie limit,if nll the Individvd “capitals’ ifvested  In' it Wanld?

hove becomo amalgamated iuto one single eapital.’, :
“This limit would wot be reached in’any jhittieular society dntl
the..ontire soclal eapital would bg united, either in the hands ‘of :on
i an B0
Vol Loy 6RRY. no o (et
= In n-miven geonomy, Loy in:a slatelvipibading corpaahiol <
{anetloned, within the ‘warld-market,  there.-would. 5o lia ‘BTURRLe ), Lo
maintain u wvertain relution betveen constant and . variable .eapital
between .Industrial plunt uhd laber. And as_long, ar other econoraie:
developed thelr -systems, the state-capitatist cocporation wonld' have:.
to maintain o similor. relztion. That s preciscly “the dilensma - of
Stalinism, - The pianping only allows' the ‘planners, insufar as: thoy
can guess at what ig required) to manipulnts: the economy and the
workers the niore easily for the production of surplus-volue. If, how- .|
ever, the econumy were a state-capitalist corporation embracing. the
whole world, .then and only thon would the whole problem:be iltored..
Tha world-market would have been aboiished, }
cease, and if men would stand for it, o plan vould work, That, how=
gver, would not be capitalism, and as Lenin safd, wo_ are o long . way,
from that, . T e e T .
Tho question could best Lo illuminnted by a few thecretienl ‘obsor--
vations on_the “Marshall Plar.” 1f, abstractly speaking; the -United'
States did ‘use its surplus to equlp the continent”of Furope, in n few -

- ¥ears 1t' would be faced. with o modomnized economy, 80" superiorto
e )

ita own that its own. prodvcts’ would La driven out of: ..
market. Forthwith it would find that it needed tot' :trn?gla';ﬁfv‘:.‘%a‘
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surplus-value to re-coui ‘jts own plunt now depreciated, not by wind
aud rain, but in value. And fo it would go. . o
The mode of appropriation, Le, hy individual private caminlists,
unloubtedly created a certwin - anarchy of production, purticularly
of the old commercia} type of erisey, But the basic contradiclion js
in production, not in the market, and lies in the contradiction between
the constant expansion of copital and the relative diminution of
lebaw, It is ael the realization of surplus-valoe hut the falling rate
of profit, i.c, the falling relation of the total surplqs-vnluc to the
total social eapital. This volation is getermined by capitu] on a world
gcale and Stalinism can never escape it. In the early days it made
a leap but that relation soon caught up with it una now lt‘ is trapped.
What i3 the zolution? It Is not-an extended market. If the
worldmarket for the sale of comsumplion goods were increased by
the diseovery of millions of starving pgople with goid to pay, it would
solva nothing. The solution is the raising of the productivity of labor.
I cupital could duuble the gproductivity of jabor and make the vust
" profits of its early days, there are still vost areas of the world to
" exploil, It does not need-Hussia.: There is China,. India, Latin- Ameriea,
At}ricu. Bul the margin of profit is 50 low that expansion on the
gigantic seale now required |s prohibited to it Hence it atagnates
and foolish capitalists and still more foolish economists then begin .
to speculate op “raiging the standurd’ of living of the workers to
-~ provide a market.” It capital. had depended upon raising the standurd
of living of the workers'as & market, there would have been only one
© capitalist. and he would not have lasted very long, .. - -
 MnFx saw that - productivity on the lLusis of expanding plant
and degraded workers would - reuch a limit, And “then he made @
‘tremendous step - forward, so tremendous, that- even now e cannot .
' prasp it It was ‘mada . onl bocaise  his specific economic theories |

wore guided by tho dialect cal; materialist- theory. e showed that -,

_ only by labor itself becoming frée could the new juvels-of productivity
. be schicved, For him this could not-possibly have been a humani-
tarian flower ‘in the buttenhcle of natmnnh_zcd property, Man, édu-
cated, trrined by the achlevements of capitalism, would raoise the.

productivity of labor by reversing the capitalist method, expansion

- al-plant anid degradation af  the worker,. .Only by the increasing ...

‘development of the woirker as.a human being, could the; capiualist - -

.movement .Ee reversed, Bureaueratie collectiviam, mansgerial society,
dogenerated werkers state, ail can plan to the lust vitamin, They
. enn never reverse ihis movement. . TR i
The whole question of the Marxist anolysis of capitalist erisis .
has heon debiited for many -years, Lenin, in particular, in debates
with tho Narodnilts at the turn of the century, und later, never
toluvated any theories which made the decline of capitalism turn .
. on the reslization of surplus value, e, market eeonomics, Now the -
experitnce of Ruesia, nnd in its way, the development of the Ame-
rican, proletariut, sets the seal-on the debate.
.. Teduy this is not a question of theory. The validity of Marx's
thesis Ia proved by the fact thut every economy, Stalinist, American .

and British is-faced with the problem of the productwity of labor.

'Phe workers nre revolting precisely against being made marely the
instruments of incrensing productivity. Marx saw and stnied that
the incrensing degradation had Its ffirmative alde, the instimet of the
workers thumselves ‘to take over production and thus cavry. out the -
practical .sclution of whut he saw theoretically. This is the inovitable
result nf vaiue production, - . i .

.. The increaze of constant capital not only degrades the workers
but must also throw out milliens which It ruust held In reseive for

x .

the: incrensing bursts of ] |
tincrens ] production whether-in the ol s i i
;:‘\Nil:llc:'l;}flclt conmpetition or 45 teday in the competition ‘.l-:fd:'lul; lgtxl?rl:[:f:
produ trrdilt?;n‘ﬁhcfgﬁﬁﬂ:ﬁ? ﬁi? '\\'Olkin‘ﬁ ciass with the same results
) . lism, Heing value pr . 5
fﬁ::ﬁ:ll?:x!hfu?\‘:?;‘ws :;mer;l_!wgs of \\‘!nrk('rh ﬁ!;r:dl;)ﬁﬂsctii}m";%ﬁ l"::i'\::
her f r spaxmodie bursts despite the prea i “the’
:ﬁ:}l(:xr::c;;gnagll}cg slgni‘ftic;:.nce_ (E(i’ the miﬁingg'g’!‘;ﬁl‘}:ﬁ:\%’;r{-ﬂg
{re o more | nnder.:‘. cz:im ulist in ug‘.t}-inl eeserve army of labor.
the ooless opuu‘ nders ood as the hasis of the capitaiist economy
road nly to the mirunlerstandi Statinicr
::f::ut;;g;: 1?11:31 ;ﬂg:ﬂfgg I;?»-‘:::,; Itl:u revalutionary iust.in“c%s ucnff '1-.!!‘12 1?:;‘11:.:::.: .
upon the abs Haytaent er the need for a “hig ; ¥
?{utx‘l :zft::fr?rrﬂcug:rﬂp‘fé:: ‘lhe gonsta:]:t preoccupation :ﬁﬂ:erb:tgmd'?rﬂ
; zution, T spective of revelution s base 1035
;turjg'n:h:c:::,?m’%tf ans!ysLs_rof ztoﬂd cconomy aﬂnd :)(é al::m:lrto‘]':tat?‘i?lzﬂ'
< the res of an inability to see that today “be hi ] igh
ot low,” the proletariat has be o capitaliam o alsmn
\ rtarial een developed by enpitnli A
of elumental revolutionism. This impedes all peji-spel;tlst;sg uﬁ?yése‘}&?aﬁg

Tt
el

_Goonnmic recovery altogether apart from. economic .statlstics,  The

Tulilment of this vevolubivii i ceelv wh

1 b Y Iuiivitis s precizely” what' Marx: ea

Il:u.:fmh!ft‘on of humunity, And it is bccngsel thz'. re,:;ix'l'sltifd'}hu
nity s rejecting the cupitalist system thai the antage Iy, o

-

Thus 3Marxinn economics itseif develops and becoines ;"l‘:is(eﬂ"

) shuking the society to pinces, .-

the irresistible socinlizution of labor and its - politleal ’ axpressi

the rising mass movement.. Of ﬂ" Wis there. is not-p: hint- 1

poiitien] economy of Germain,- - ' :

This ia a brief . r 't The
:lxderglt‘u.tv]ny de,uit "::;!L}lij?lx:ulxn: stut “"f’”-}"- '““3. gnezt,
. Tiwp Development of Capitalism”in Russia by Lenin;, .~
Chapter 1, Translat . n  Ttemiti
L Sy T b E. Fonal, Now Tnfeniton,
 Production for Production’s Sake, by J. F
\ Internul Hulletin of the '\.'i"t:rk:.‘u:!I I’nrlt!}'v'. %2;39;[!')43
A llestatement of sonie Fundamertals of Marxism, by F. Forest
internal ‘Bulletin of Workers Party, Morch 1944, .« o

Lusembourg’s Theory of Accvmulation, by F '
. New internatianal. April and fltl‘\‘?']'lﬁfr' I‘.‘n,m.st-" )

.o




World Perspectives
and the
Russian QueSt_iOn

For a furfhur analysis of the pom} of view of the -
Jehnson-Foresi. Tendoncy ‘on the' Russian. Question
“aind 'on ihia thoses on historical retrogression 'of the -

L K D., the interested tebder is raferred “to.thi
aw pemphlot “which ™ contains’ carlier articler:: of
thi fendency on those ‘and other quosﬁon's.
rrim‘ed - #his mulhgraphad pamphla'! 16t -

fo[ wmg arﬁc!es- . ) N

HISTORICAL RETROGRESSION OR‘
$OCIALIST REVOLUT]ON

AFTER TEN 'YEARS =
(lu.w.uw of Troluky's The Revoiukon Bﬂ'ruycd)
By 4. R. JOHNSON

THE NATURE OF RUSSIAN ECONOMY
{2 Arkiclas) .
By F. FOREST'

.“World Perspechves andthe ‘
Russian Question” "

" Twenly-five cents -




' Publications of the
J_ehnson-Foresl- Tendeney .

The Balance Sheet .

Trofskyism in the United States from 1940 to 1947, -
analyzing the relations of the Workars Party and the
Johnson - Ferest Tendoncy, Conversations with Leon
Teofsky on the Transitional Program appear publicly for
the first time in an appendix. 32 pages, printed—35¢

By KariMarz ... - .
B [ ] g - o -l M ;
Economic-Philcsoghical
L W .
.. Manuseripls - . .
“Three of Manx's early ‘es'say;‘{'rra-ns'lah;l infa Enl’glish' for
 the fist Hime, . T d |
. Alienated Labor ' -
2. Private Preperty and Cemmunism *
3. Crifique ol the Hogolian Dislyctic”
~ 41 pages, multigrapl

SN OET

- To Be Published Shoril;

. 7 R ; A
- The American Worker . .

‘ A compiohensive-anelysis 'of the Amarican worker as
representative of the international werking ‘clats, This'
will include & dotailed stidy by a worker.of the life
of the workers in the producfive procass ‘and a
philosophical study of the American proletariat., .

Send Ordars foz'_ o

MARTIN. HARVEY.
100" WEST 46th STREET -
NEW YORK 19, N Y,




