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oncmxn'zc 'n:'m THE ARXIST-IUMANIST BODY OF IDEAS.

'ieﬁoit_to tﬁé;ﬂéwé & Let;e£Q,Cqmmittégs;Cpnﬁen;idﬁ;;Julﬁ; 1984'

SR by 1chae1 Conuell; .
Natlonal cO~0rwaniZP News & Letters Commitees

"Objectivityqub1=ct1viuy : Oar Parcicznatxon in Today s Preedom

Srrupsles ' ' 'T-‘_". L '_f

: ’Siﬁ.shbrt ;eeFB aftA« ou* 1983 Ccnstitut onal_céﬁ;gntionlénded; we:_g
.Gitnéésed” counterwrevclut oo’ in Crenada- on Ocu.-ig %fﬁiicﬁdd by the
U 8. 1mperlalist invaazon o].1- 25. de participated across the country
iﬂ che prutest damonstra3101s--from tﬁe spontanccua marches in Wew_Yofk'
- and California, o che Wov..lﬁ rally in "ashington D.C. V. In the .
solidarity committﬂes tc which we all belorg. how co l‘nk protests’ of
Grenada to support for Central Amnrlcan revoluticns was .a burning fasue,
"And ye* everywhere the norrarof counter-revolution within the .
revolution opening the. door fox the L invaqion was not takan up,; -
S much 1esssanalyzed. Some: turned to the kind of Stalinism that attempted'
'to glority Auatin and Coard, .Ye' on.the other hand, called for an ’
urgent new dialogue to stop thie “death of the dialectic": Oux pamphlet;

Grenada-'Revolucion, cOunte”-anolution. Irge.ialist Invasicnvdrew some

'_of thase who did catch -ne new in- chis nost sobering crossroads close

to-us. Three who narticipated.in those demonstra ions joined us in the.

weeks that fcllcwed One xind of" rawi‘icaticn from ouxr Grcnada pamphlet“’

13 scill develcping~-ics “listing in Afxrica. News, which has broughtnf
orders and 1nquiries from bouh Africa and Awerica.

But here I ‘want. to sttesa a different aspect of that pamphle:-— :
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'~_Raya 5 discussion of "Tha Challcnne from 30 Yeacs of '{cvemcnts from Practice
'that were ThcmseIVes Forms cf Thcorv" ' We need :c 'P-read tnat cruc131
Zrdccument ncw ; not 51018 to understand the ravolutions of our age, bLt
tc-g%asp ﬁoge;fully what_:cvolutzona;y;_ohgeccivity{subjgctivity".meaqs
:today. ci.? 1c: 'f:'cclf"’1‘g"c:l’ SR - L _
Raya sums up thc hirHEat nomcnts of the revolutians of the 1970 ;,

i[singling out Portugal 1974-75 raisxng tne qcegc*onfof qgartidarismo-"fa

"ithe women's 1iberatiuﬂ novement worldwidc challeng ing the unf;eecom

ofrgﬁkhpmcin;;,and ;bc'lnternatlonaliam of the 19?0.§‘wh£ch~scwm
crcvclctions;iﬁ?CEc.Tﬁird'wcfld'crcate.théir own,category.'"Whéﬁ,she-'

' tests thesa quesc*ons agaiust what Harx*st-dumanism Vas i;arnxng at: thc
fraame time about Marx & last decade. we.gan . see on what ‘a. different ground
eVen these highest.mnmcnts;cf the-l??O?s can. be consicercd. 'Thus,—"',“

f.when we are: speaking of fcrm cf ornaniaacicn, the Critigue of the Gotha

-Progr underlinas hcw ;ts conaxderaticn raisod 1n isola ian can eqd
Ty being an- evasicn of a ph‘losophv of -cvalution. -Tha.difficulticSr'
wcmeh‘c liberaticn haa had develapin ‘itsels th oz etically. éeqpite
-c;its emergence a8 :a world movameﬂt are- 11nked to the disregard of the.T
Vthnological Wotcbooks view of women as qubicct. within -the totality
i_cf a philosophy of. revnlucion. -And internatlonalism s ishown co be

' noc “alone "solidarity but 1ara 8 concept of internafienalzsn aa seen

='r.hez 1882 Russian adition of. thc Commhnist Manifesto, wncre he- writcs'

Q'of a rnlationship between ‘the- Third World and the induqtrzallzed ;ﬁ-
”: wo*ld.chat is a ccncrntization of "*evolution in: permanence.
; The peint in tracing all this ig to- -ocuc on the "ncw sense of .
-objectivxtv" ﬁade'possiblc when we underscaﬁd chat it waa'darxiac~~x
Humandsm alone which' so combined the rcvolutzons of the 1970's w1th

'Q_theireédiscovery of new nioments of Marx(s Marxism th;c a ftrall_to the




1980 s" could be seen. Put bl untly.'*he Grenada PPu proved bv summing

_up three decades of movements :rom practice tnat were themselves Eorms

of theory, that unleas the movement 8 qensn of objectivity 1ncludes

_innermost aﬁd most objeotivc moment of Lirn and Spirit"—-it ia incomplete”

In that sense. the ramifioations of the Frenada PPL infotm al‘

-opur activity, and not juqt oux continuinc qupport of revolutiou in the

West Indies. Wo need now to ful%;internaiize that new ‘sense of L
'objectiVLty for oor daiiy work ' o : ' _‘ '
Tamo our work with vanks and-iile -abo“‘acru g‘es'(what ve oalled”

- i

"fighting Rorald Poagap sttike-bredber ) ‘ Toledo, Ohio was only the

1atest and most exoitina 1n tho wave of strikes wgaiﬂst permanent

-concessions -Ve partitipated in WcDonnell ﬂouvlas and at Greyhound,-

i

; with hotel'worker" in Las Vesas and oilworkers in the Ba; Area as wo11_

‘as copper miners in Atizona. In Brituin. we have workod with strikingl
But the new fcr ug in 1abor thin jear *s tuo-fold.-‘Fitst,;tﬁo*S

dimension of sweated imn*grant laborn-thpir st'ughles ana questions.

 §3 "abroad“«-in the sense of Third World conditions o‘ labor—-is now
"at home" f e began the year’ by nosxng that ‘dimension with John

:Warcotte 5 eseay and develon it in ‘the workshop Talks columns. Second

*tno ;ntens;rication of unin .l*obotization ‘now including thousands

" of women office wor?erq riveted to VDT screcns. and continuing in
.autosqops and electronics olants. ' '

Our new 1949 50 Winers Ceneral Strike pamphlet combiﬁes hoth

with another view of thiee decades, tracing harhist-ﬂumawisn s-:-.-
n‘bldment from and continuing return to, tﬁo new in the world creatcd

“out oi.that:hiatcric strike, Look at our latest pre convontion'
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discussion bulletlns.H Ue find there a young immigrdnt worker 1iP

on the floor of hiﬂ‘ i’icon valie; sweatahop. And we fxnd Ron exvosin"f"'

today 8. "fetisn of nigh-tech" ampant in that sane €1licon Vallny,

‘a study;of Wnrx s lOO-yearvold Wathenarlual ianuqcriwts.“ Don't‘”
they prove the objectivity of Warxlat-ﬂunanism s view of labor froﬁ R
1949 to today’ Isn £ it poesible that ir we discussed the 1949 :0

Hiners General StriLe pamphlet together hith chese bulletlns with

e worher frienda. wre 1ou1d flnd not onlj new wrlters zor the labor page.
but new enbers from tha Hopq? The only wa; that we CEN. test our

f-""-' £

new senoe of ob;accivity is 1n DrojEﬂtion»-breakxnb dcwn the divisxon

between “ipternal” ﬁnd "extprnal“ d4scussxon of our ideas.

_ Tou w*11 shorle tak° bup our work in the. Black and Third World
P N s
movements. anu women ] liberatzoﬂ and youth wzll hava ‘their own rcnor

in this sessxon. But the new senqe of anectlvity I am speakzug of

‘i ;;i;ﬁes Po a11 o? our . work %q seen in wﬁét WL were able to do in a
single wuek this June, when Soweto Day saw Ray speaking to the Black
Consciousness Movement Ln wnshington D C.. qhile the Britiah harxist«
Humanists were Joinin? them 1n London, nd.Lou was debating a VGteran_

nationalisc in Detroit, not only on Garvey s 1egacy, but on narx and

the Black World.,

S Let s aee 1f we can ind t&ose kxnds ef new openings in’ our wurk

with solidaritj cowmittees (what we callnd fighting "Roﬂald Reagan,”.'

'world outlaw ):. They are a genuiﬁely new :act of AmeriCdn political

life, ‘and whecher we 1ooL at Afrira (as in Scuth Afrlca, urltrea and

Lha uambia) “ox 'the 1id le” ast w;t&'gae Traq-L an Iar, wonen s

liberation in IndLa, we have been the*e.' But for us in cne U.h., the

enterpoint has to be Latin Anerica, not only bccause it ia our own
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hemisphere and U.3. lnperialism, but bccauqe 1’i:sx revolut*oanry fernent -

has been caaseless sxnce Vicarugua 1979. @e have been actlve witnl

and with Latiﬂoﬂigh qchool youth in’ Los Anbelee.' And we have publishedr,

eve*y month Wot&CLaq & Cartas, soz;nat at lea t a part of Vews & Letters.
: is available 1n Spanlsh L _“ _ L o
: But what characterized thiﬂ year s solidarity work were strugglesk”
*over itq dirention. over what genulne rnvolutxonary solidarit; means-—":
strugglea ever; 1ocal experienc;d inhlnataly.l And yet, all too often
'our crit*que of . those wno wish to reduce the meaniag of "solidarity
:o opposition to U.S impprialism either gets eaprassed only an our

own. meetiﬂgs, or is presencad to othera in a manner wh*ﬂh leaves little";"

~room for. dialoguc.,‘ 4 _ _

How consczous are ve of the possibilities -farra different
direct;on iﬁ this werk” Tnere 45 Fugewe ] thesis. which we. are’ just
beginning to. discuss.' It is not alone onjﬂariategui . Its full title .

ﬁfia “Jose Carloq Mariate&ul and Karl Harx-”qew Patnways to Revolution -
in the Third World“ " Our discussicn of it with Latin Americans can 3
_stOp at . the appreciation of thn'revolutio1ary dimensions of Indian

;and peasant. ‘or eveﬂ at attempta in varxaus parts of thn wor’d to - o
re-focus Mnrxism in the 1920's, In Jamming together Harx and " Wariategui,g-

aren t we' tryxng to open a discussion on Karx ) ﬂarxism as-ﬂa_.ist-a

Humanism sees it todaj’ Try reading Pu"ene 'S thesxa togethcr with

Raya s Introduction to the 198& edition of Afro-Aslan Revolutions

and you will be struck Wmth how ‘the two coﬂplemant cach other BO
concret yon the relationship batwesn fraedom forces and ideas in

echnologicaﬂarbackward lands and advanced ones,
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Hany af the dnbatps within *he‘méneﬁént spilled'nvét-into"~

conferences and campusea t\i vear, where we ccntinned the work we'

began 1n the Hary Centenary.' We vave pre eptatlons..took tte Eloor and
'-sold literature nt 1abor conferences in Detrcit, at T&xxd Uor1d and
African qtudLea neecbn 3 in Cchago and BDGtOﬁ, at Warxist!sociallst
qcholars conrerenccs lﬂ Wew York and Californxa. and a, the ﬁational
Uomgn 5 Qtudies Ponferencn Ln Vew Tersuy. Vvervtﬁern we continued our
challenge to pos mharx'Warxxsta, and o non—Warxirts as well.

Two new vantaoe po‘nus_for that worP were openud bv Rﬂya this

year ”irst in the lahor of nresentinw 9“arx ‘New Humani sm'and the
“Dialecc csof omen s Libe'ation in “r1w1t ive and,ﬁodern aocieties co

a non-Harxiat cunference in Wew_&or“- and accond in elaborarlng tnat-

work Lnto a new category in He* "Theor;/Practlce column on Terrell™

-Carver, throu#h her crithue of "1on-harxi & Scnolar—?a*eerldts in

‘Marxism Tle ramiﬁxgatxors of tuo Tew York trxp have included ‘

the publ caczon of Raya s. paner in Draxis.'ang a netw relatinnsth to

dissident asr European'ﬂarxlans, an weilia".the Internatlonal WOmen

Day broadcast oE her _nterview on women ‘ lxberatxon over WBAT, " The -

responses to the Carver critxnue contxnue to cotie in from intellectunls

both here and in urope.' 2 7:-'. S : o T]'”frnuf
When we put together all PHcse labora bv Warxist-HUﬁanlen this .
year witﬁ the 30-year foundwtion of our bnd" oF ldca%. ue Hav; beforc

us the possibllitj o* rcali?in“, not as nlogan, but ‘as. acnuaaagy. a?“"

"new sense of ob;ectivity that lncludos at the center of revolutlonary'
subjectivity. ﬂewq & Letters ‘Committees, '

At. the same. timc we have to Eace ‘the. coutrnd;ctory fa»t that we

continue tc Have g reat dif*xcult" in "ctting rcviews of 1LULLPR..1

breaking throuph the wal] of szlence that often clalnﬂ to "“love laya"
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‘{but trea@ haras ‘a non-person in "helr ﬁ*esseq.‘ Even ore urgentlj.

:we need to con:ront the ver; small ﬂa:ure of our membcrsnip rowth,w;
-'which can not possibly satis y us onc we navn concretely grasped :
'fltbe obgectivitv of our; niqtor c-casks. As Rava nut it in her 1etter
ff.cothe Youthjlast month ;Vitri thnt or«aniﬁational xarm, ﬁews &‘“"
"iiLetters Co%wittoes, u;ch is the: test cF Lbether ;au Eu;ly und#rstandd_.3
:what the 'bodf of idp'ﬂf callcd ”arrlst-duman“sm 15.;‘ _ '
We Lan test curselves by retu“n_np O 1oox_ut wﬁat we mean bj

1rﬂb9§y.qﬁ,igcaswjgn,;heﬁeve of our move :o Chicago.

-VII.' HovihﬁnﬁbLChiﬁa o, or “hllosOph 3 %oarch for the Tlgnt

Or anxzationdl ;crm

. ReaﬁiﬁéJRaya's.iettér.to thefqouéh as a 1ette} on srgaﬁizatiéﬁ
,_lllhminates wnat is' new: in tho 1950'q.f We éée firscﬂ;hat,in oug‘age

| not only hav_ objective and uubject4vn nerged" ‘but that.bdth havé N
been exzstzng in the organivatlonaT form called News & Letters. |
VCommittees. - But ﬂow thnt we Have all tbree books, and can speak of

"Ethe Warxist-Humanxst "body of ideas™ y the organ*zational form of

_ﬁEWST& LettersﬁCommittees”_zs_now.directl, related to, Marx's: phi1osophy

'-_6f“lrevolutidn-iﬁQpegﬁanence'faa 1its ground,” . . L
nThé;pqi-t;'_; ",-rhar,all the. summacions of our, bodv of ideas.;m

which began in 1980.with'the 25 Year Historv.'and continued through

the.neW'introductions@tdiﬂarxism & Freedom and Philosophy & Revolution."

':the "1080 3. View': in Rosa Luxemburg, (omen 5 Liberation, aﬂd Harx's

'JPhilorophv o‘ Qevolution,dand all che new.: pamphlecs this ycar--all
= of them'scek to givc us a very dlbfercnt view of ourselvea bj '
discloqing thc;rela;;onqhip bctween ﬂarxus'”&r3ismm 184;f33 and
" Marxist~Humanism, 19&1-83.__And now we can ask: can'this new view of
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;3-'
“ourse1VGs br ng our- orgaﬂlzatiOﬁal graxis to the oiut:where‘

. of orgnni7ation fuLly projects Wurxist-ﬂumanhsm s‘whiloso;hy;,

'frevolu ion7

dook at the motto we chose for ouL 1ewspeper from Harx - Cagital

_,;.uHuman Powez 13 its Own Tnd” i It 15 ‘& deve10ﬁment cf wﬁat he had 'J_

ﬁ.b°an in 1844 whenjhe wrote of’ the emerrnnce cf all th~ "creative
'}facult;es :and talents o; the ind*vxdua’"-f And it reaches 1t5 hiahest

etprcssion 1'n Frltzquo of thp Gath° Proggam in she projection of an-.

“Yend to the: antithes;s between mantal and manual laber",  With the

'_publicaticn of KLiLdEEa we 31ngled cut Crit4que of 'the Gb:ha Prqgggg.i
when we called "rﬁvolutinn in nermanence grouﬁd for organ;zation. ‘
‘e sought theﬁ to ccncreriza it for each member in two' ways. ﬁﬂave
¥Thumb 'Uill Travel“"and the ﬂlaascs in the atxiu ~Humanist bedy df:

deas. .

_,'f 1) "Havc Thumb Uill Travel" b zan last yeér out of the neead

to spread our ﬂhallengp to post~Warx Warxzsn across che u.s. . and
.internat101ally. Through the national tour of Raya last ‘year; a new'
- Sa1t Lake City loca; was founded ‘at our 1983 ConVeution‘ _Thxs.year
chey experienced the whirlwind visit of Peter--who not. only aﬂpeared
.u““iﬁfthe=press and on the radile; bur ochred critical direction for

trhp local Thiq‘vgar has algo und?rlined “have thumb, wil'l travel“-i
k-through the work of the new- a: large membcrs in Washington D C, and’ '
Cincinnati - Vext year wo*kxng with at- 1ar"e members wiil remaln - an
fimportanc peranective..as will continuing rravels 1nco arcas where

_we have no” mewhera.t ausc as this yea; we saw Olwa and Andy Lravel to
.”West Virginia. Peter, Dale and Bob « to Denver; Marv to Tesas and Lou to
.evgry,local. so next year will have to seg & continuation of our efforts

“to find new friends for Marxist-Humanism outside the aTeas of our




~six-lccals. At the same rimc
-"have tlumb w'll travel" from its',vcnption never separated the

prcjection o£ arxiqt-ﬂumanlsm Erom ‘aach nember 5 own'_nCerna11zation

'uf2).¥ow let’s;loox at thc 1é qaa{lﬁ the Warx*st-Fumanist Body‘o'

’ IdeasI 1984. Thcy really did at emnt uncnarced ground. 1cver be‘ore

tpad weétried to presewt al* three hocks and tﬁe mhola of oug wcrk1'n
'that way. e ‘can viﬂw the clagqes aq prepa*at‘on for ‘our moﬁe to._ V
fchicago, cr we can view thpm as our e tcn ion of the arﬁ centenary
'year71983 not onlylchronoloyﬂcallj into 1984 bnt what is far mcre
'important, consequﬁntiallv by focuc-rﬁ not only on_Harx 5 Marxisn;A

- but on its re»cre&tion by ourselves over” tne whole pb t-World War II

period But we need av we‘l to 'eep 1n mind the pcrspectxva of.

”.obje _izé uhjoctive method as it waq ﬁosed inthe brochure for tne
classes. Ve sald there, "the student w111 practice that methodology

in writinp analyses of. current events ﬂd wovk them out in a’ dialectical

'way leading to new historic relations; L : _ﬂ'

Before we answer ncw fu;ly ve ach;eved that goal 1lsten to how

tRaya put it on tHe evae . of the . openinp cz the cltsqeu. whan she asked

us to focus on PLUL!PR' projection of “revolution in oermanence as $:

e

?round for orﬂanization" '""rankly, T ‘fear - that this has been handledﬂ.

so abstractly that its tcst 1n actual organizational growth as well éé
its test ef cur own. individual qelf~deva1¢pment are lost. !
” I[ we take thcse vcﬂta e wointb in d*aw1ng up a balance sheet

at the end of the classes, we th poxnt to new ‘members won in Detroit

“and Los Angeles,;and ‘to importart presentations on wcmen s liberaticn.}

avs

on oux 'ncwspaper and on oux Archiues. which ware lncluded in the

_Pre Convention bullctiﬂs. At the same time wa would Have to conclude




 f*l05

e

;ha;.ﬁthﬁémbé:sﬁip grqwth'achieved is but tne bareet cf beggnnings
éhnd;thﬁflgégréf f§fi;ﬁé;o£;JJH‘ER‘cn the one’ hand anu d;fficulcxes
uithﬁﬂéadefs"vieés'cn-du; trilobj of” revolution on uhe other: ioint
co the inccmplete way our dail; Qraxzs “has absorbed thefmqtﬁgﬁolqu

of the classes.,_& :[ -_ii'-_; -4 : “; :_i”_ '.;UfJ: ;: FEEN
Oﬂe thxng that may ne;p us: txanCend cHese probleﬁs is :éﬁifsl‘yj'
: little addit*91 of the words‘"liv g“ or walhing to- the cacagory
'*.Vbody OL ideas ,',It cunters the possib;lltv of workxug ou“ "rcvolution
in nernanence éé-"round xo“ orran;zatlon witnxn the %el’-develoPNQnt
of- the indlvidual as universal freedon, " Yet even th 8. nagniflcent

'expressioﬁ.can-beéoﬁe a cliche i£ we pass over it too quickly. 1t

‘is crucial that we Pecp in nind the worda "as univeraal freedom"'

“and soe that By ‘are never qnpa“ated from the "eelE-chQlopﬂenc ofjr
J,thegindividualﬂ;, lhc letter co the Vnutn puts 1ﬁ even more stronﬂly

wnen it warns of the daqﬁer that selF aevelenment" m;whc be
.substituted for the bnivcraal--nade tts alleged cquivalent. ‘ :

L.A few yeara ago we benan usin the pHr:qc- "a new 5hnd oE member;' -
including ourselves. ‘ And parhaps we bcgaﬂ forgettlﬂg that the oathwav §
to our Jowm self-development centered on pro;ecninw Warxist-Hunanisn '

'h*to otﬁ XS who wil’ want to join us. In Lruth quch projection is tae .
fu‘leet concxete proof that- a "new kind of member has been born.-- :

In this con:ext movinp to qucaro is seen as not ouly a question
nf our worLAwith its concrete revo;utionar; Zor ces--the vorkers, Blacks.'
Jtaqinas.Kwomen”und_yqutn who have ma ae Fhicago sucﬁ an excitxnr citv
ever since the days of Eleanor Wafk. Jor is it on-y ‘a matter oﬁ_adding-

- .the fact that Chzcabo is an intellectual center of world—importance;r_
"What_is_most'crucial in. the '"new"” of moving to Chicapo is tHat ic is

_also a question of ourselvas, of “larxisc-Humanism's tasks remaining

8




" to ba'doné.‘Firstfamong
”°?:movement.,

'_discovered the rignL organlzational form 'ZQaya wrote as shei

~11l-

members_and in the depth of our tnique contrioutio to the Lnrxist

"Philoqophy does not reach its full articulation until it has

‘ i h-‘,

Conqider tqat thiq waa written bOmE 27 years after

- i ey R
§ 't RE

the founding ol our cownithees, 27 years in xhich ve had gone a very;;"

1ong way tnward c*eatinn the kind of Warxist crganization which ncne _Lﬁn"

‘had ever attemnted before.' Even ﬂarx did not have a "Iarxi't"

organizatian in his lifetine. Yet what RLWLJPR d*d in completing
the'“triloby of revclution B was to tast all ouxr orbanizational work'u
against tha totality of the. Warxist-Humanist’body of ideas, striving
-to mame our philosophy of liboration inseparable from everything we

d Thus in the deep°ut sense the mcve tc Chicago seaks to Bringra;,”

mivror"--made on -us when we faunden our tommittees in 1955. -

IlI.w Otganizational.Pettpectiﬁésr"MnrxiSt-Humadism aé'an “Organizins.”'

S pdeam e
It would be wrong to. leave an org izational report hanging on-‘L:

such an abstraction.. Hhat Hebel called th “self determlnation in

'which alona tHe Ideu is._is to hear itsalf qpeaP", may - seem - fax: removed

from: the" brhctical tasks of the year ahaad Hut 1f ‘we investigate

thL ﬁup -ns when ycn.are really may znd hy the Idea s own

develonment. 1t .may help- illuminate our work,
SR H TaPe the move to Chicamo: itsalf We -zaid it would involve the
whole organization, and would - have to be prepared thrnugh the classes.

e . . e
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Some could not bﬂ‘ic"c that :hr .?sn zat101al nﬁts and bolts '65
the move were *eally not prepared in. aavaqce, but ‘would energe out
'7ffof the experience of tne claases.‘ Yet that is urecisely what happenedm
' ;when Wary todk “Hava Thumb will Travel" so cnncretely that sﬁe_i
:vclunteered ta move cc New YorP uS Kevin had been asked to'come to :
chicago,:which in turn meant ‘that Ron would have to. meet the challensey'
_and beccme organiaer fur ‘the. Ba; Ares, Fven the question of where to
”_iFrenc an of‘ice zn Cnicago was not "technical" alone, buc based on
what kind af $ocation uould allow us to ‘have a differewt kind of _
'Center next year-—one in which because there is no full time Vational_

_Ofxice Ce-ordinator, the whole Chicago local helps out in ita wvrk.

2) Now look at" n Ehlets. In the last 12 months we nave produced_

ij of" them-;Ampfican Civii*zerion on Tr al ﬁarx and the Th rd World

Grenada? Afro-Asiau Ravolutions- 1949-50 Hiﬂera Ganeral Strike and

the Birth of Harxist-Humanism in the .S, xhey a*e an explosion of

'Harxistnnumanist expressioﬁ unprecedentad in our h*atory as an
':OrSanizatian. But-in»1982 'whan RLWLMPR was publishgd. we kngw none
of them- and we planned nnne of them then. The :ruﬁh'is they came
into existence because we followed a few--and I mean a very few--0f .
‘:the'PathwaYs-downiwhich the "sélf-detefminatién of the Idea" led:
.fonce we:had RLWLAPR and all three of Raya's works as a rotality. The -
1prrk that Lou-has done rhis year with his *e-stud; of Garvey illustrates
how one'siﬁgle.pﬁge 6:_a,work like ACOT contains within it tremendous '
'.openings today, . - L o
_ Thue . in thinPing ‘about reviews. 1a1es. ads. use in movement
fméetings.and campus” conferences, don't we have to see the new pambhleﬁs‘

. not as subscicute fcr the trilogy, but as creative new ways to open

wide a discusaion of the’ urilogy in the movement and the qcholarly
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press. evin '3, uorh 1n gettxn tﬁc review just ouol shed_ﬁn Dimeﬁs oni
ano Glga 8 responso to the non- reviow printed in- Thesis 11 underscore-

the oﬂgoing character of this worx foxr the year ahead

3} At the same time we have thﬂ Opportunicv'to have min1 tours"

. e = . ST e L e

by Raya xn the comin yoar. .nladvanoe of tHe new Look of wr*tings
“on. wonen s 1~oorat10n.; Here we .ave sp aLinb of 1ndividua1 brlef _
‘rand above all vell—gaidr trips to one’ aroa atoa'the 'mostly in- the‘? ‘
Spring oF 1955, but possiblf with evan oﬁthhis;Fa1l. Jhen you consider
how the proposal for tne new book has iuS Loots in the axticle Raya o

wrote for Praxie Tnca*natxonal tHe ress ud; of'that article nay help

'us th nk abouc how we c,n oropav= ouvselves fo& une book s appearance
through arran 1ng lectures. thtbgr rthey are in Chica"o, which will

agai n be the autnor 8 Hom ,.or in a lace liPe Denver, wnere we’were

.. ST ey

not able to f .aliza a trip last yeax, we can be sure that whatevera

the aasigned topic,”the ground’ LOr the lectures will be the same ag ic

waa for the Praxis articln--uarx s philosonhy of revolution.

4) Olga has- alroady sooken of one ob our most important perspeccivesr

for next’ year--the new classes in the Derspootiwes xheses. The focua;*
_on the claases brings togathe: tHe nevspaper i wnicH they aopeared inf:.
draft form ‘or the: last dec«qe with the organization which opened ica f
pages for discussion of thoso Perspectives. not onl; for the sake of ;
discussion, buc to ask readers to cans*der taklng orwanizational

responsibility for ﬂarxisc-ﬂumanism,. Thus we Einally have to conftont

two orbanizational persoeccives wi;h'whioh we HaVe had difficuatius

:bis ygar: s;llxn? subécripcions:to News & Leccers and organiza:ional -?[

growth. . . e E - .

_COne of the great cowtrndlotion of the past year has bocn the

huge response by our subsoribe*s to our Aupeal--over So 000 Erom somor

_112 donors. Yot noc only havo s added few new subscribers to.the

8242




314-_”
'rolls, many of tho e wno did subscribe sent in on chcéc'cwﬁ;:fcchéf:-'
than through cur 1ocals. Add to tHaL *he racc that the Appeal doqations

bagan afrer thc death of Charles Denby—~and they suontaneously named

K

the Fund after him--but 'esumed with 1ew 1ntansity in rasponse to our ;
analysis of Grenada in the bac. V&L ’ Indeed, we could not separace e

the two in the responses, %c dceuly were manj readers moved by the

way we- we*e ablu to respond to nnc Grenada criais so soon after the ;_

nassing of our cditor. All of which testifies to thc great appreciation ’

many of our subscribers kava for the hniqucness of Vews & dctters. aﬁf

.apprec ati on we perhapc'don‘t fully realiza.'ff_ l' o=
L Cha’lcs Denby was “uch a huve perscnal pDresence, not only to
so many of us, ch fo 8o many of cur rcaderd, bcth eorxers and -
in:ellectuals,rtnat you minht thinP chat tney wculd draw away from
ua witn his passing. As‘uugene nointcd ou-; txe agposita has been';
what hannened ?eadcrs told ‘us as they gave oo the' Appeal how deeply

they felt tbat News & Letters wculd be ab‘c ro carry on his work

because hxa life and our ideas aere inscparable.'; 'f'-_' e

Two years ago in this report I snoke cf the "dialectics of a.

-'aale " tHe way it doca not stop at a capitalist conmodity excnange o

but mcves on to ncw freedom ralatioceths. Fere T vould like to
follow for a momcnt the “dialc*tics cr a subscriot101 to V&L" éb

that we see exactly what doors are opened througﬁ it. ‘From tne init*al
diulogue that results in a- nama and address and $2 50; comes a plate
and card in :he office with a copy to the 1cca1, a vizit to. thc naw c'
subscriber to discuss the idcas ‘he ‘or she 1s reading, ‘which may mean'
'Readers Vi cws or artic*es *or N&L, invications to neptings, anﬁ
posaibly discussions of membership in our Committees. Lhis is whac

‘can happan when the dialcctics of a subacrxptiun unfalds itaelf for
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one new

H e

Je allebnbw:cnis
suggested how slin is;
':offered in the Qraft

in °erspactiv¢s and the beautifu‘ new ﬁcund Volume of ﬂcws & Letters
71977 sa should h rp us to see'chat a cubscription to a fuIl year of
'§§L opens up:our hody of ideas*-n a way a. Biﬁble issue cannot.ﬂuf
: I would li?e therefore to maxe a !DT£01 that we initiate a SUB
DRIV“ after phe Aug /Sept._issua is ofF the press, runniﬂg through
'dan.'i.k Tt is a. proponal for a perqpeccive for each member, an

rndividual experlence as much as is qave *hamb Will Travel but this

time thhout necessarrly leavinp town to dc *t._ . !
Va;urall*, thut mesns selllﬁg subs everywﬁere we go, in all tne ;f'”

'battlegrOUﬁds of the movpme“ . It mean mo e, not less, Qart cipaticn
in’ strikes and anti-wa“ marches, in the 8lack frnedom movement and in
‘”fLacin Amerlcan solidarity, in moﬁen a linerat101 and in cha‘lenging ‘
_every renaency that, oFfers tﬁeir alternatlve to %arxxst-Humanism 8
."uvision of a new society, _ .
) ' 5) The “dialectics of a sub dr*ve" can truly 1ead to oroanizational
growth if we realize that it ia not alnne ‘that. "new beginnings determine

the end.' Yes, we have seen h .the_.ew beginﬁingv uwth the’ breakt

:ﬂoh_rhe Absolute idea in 1853 led. to the Lsuﬂdlng of Vews & Letters as-

'organiiation'and Aas newspaﬁer in'1955 And 1f we rollow the '’ ‘salf-
" determinarion of the Idea" over three decades.'wp come to. &’ new view of"
.ourselvea with the publication of our tr*logy of revolutlon in uhe '

71980'3.

But it Ls not alone that "naw begimmings determine the end". It




wox:ld. ' We want




REpo*t on thp Blac&iand Thlrd ’orld-'

RFVOLUTIOW

QY Lou Turne*-:
J01ld' Polunnxst Nggs & LettPrS

; The Black dimension Has a way ofﬁmrgingboth the onective situation
B wi n subjcctive thought and nationalism and internationalism that makes

us face at once tne tct Ligy cf the. capitellst crisis, ‘as: well as. the

revalutkoﬂary onpcqztion to what is. Take_n;ami_on the.one hana,-andit

the invasion of Grenada on the other.,‘ :

BlacL Wiami haa been in ravolt for four years with the bourgeoisie
sounding the alarm in report afcar report that the inner cities aref
on a- short “use and ready ts explode.-uThe permanent character of Black
mass revolt in Black inner ci*ieq like Wiam s Overtown and Liberty_T
City taught tnﬂ powers-that-be more than the kerne* Commisa*on repott
-cf two decades ago ot the latest studies on: Hiami._ That was clnarly

._demonatrated in the latast Hiami rebelllon where the whole justlce_
?system. not Just the pollce, as an’ avmnd buveaucracy moved to preempt}
.Bla k rebollion against poiice terrorism.‘ THe whole justice system _?
' in Miami made a preemptivu attack in which the pollce literallv .
rioted against ths Black community, complcte with preventive

__detention simil&r to- that practicad in. South Atrica.'h”;”i;

| . What ‘the. experts and social plannars call “distressed areas" to_
_describe today's urban cris-s has, as well becomt part of tne sociai

--terrain of today ] revu;utionary alnCn consciousness. _Your years after




fla4;f'

the Black MAsses. in Miaﬁi reJected the 1960 s eadership. Jesse Jackson
embarked Oﬂ the alternate rouce of electoral pcli:ics.l Ic was fcllowing\
the first Hisml rebellian in Liberty City th t four years ugo the
delegatee ac the Democratic Convention, so fearful uf the undercurrent
of revolt. apcrcved a ﬁultx~b*llion doller jobs proposal abaicst the
WLShGB of Preeident Carter. ch much sharper will be the demands of
JaCkoOn delegates and supeo ers “at; tbia vear ' CoevenLicn for tI
Democvatlc Parcy to fece *bc realitxee outside'the convention hall.r
;#Neverthclees.~it L& even true" noew than.four years agoe when Raya ‘

”conc1u&edfin the Pcrspactives iheeis tha: the last word will not be- in

s

che votingebcoth 50 t*anch*m these realities. Seen ' ”1_ o ‘;_“‘-
The truch is ‘not only ‘that four years cf continuous rebelllnn 1n
Miami revealu how much tbe BlacL misces reJect *he Black leade*ship
associated with the “b”cheﬁ prcmises" of: the 1360 s. which- they will be _j
ftold once” aga;n to place’tnpir confidnnce:in ‘ab th- Dnmecret _
'iCcnvencion._ Rather, iu ‘ts-that the Blcck unemployed youth, women and
“:fmen in Hiemi ch reject the entab;ished Bleck laadarahip look: cnly
ffto themselves *o bring rorth liber*v in beerty ‘Clcy end 0vextown.=;
'JAnd it ia out of tnia re;ection tnat the search oz a pnilesoph; of
.'liberation springs. 1hn faet iB that boch the c:isis scill feacers

;in Black Americas and the Black total rejecticn of Reeganomics,i

' Reagangolitics end Reagan-retrogrenaionism in- all matters Black will

"vedse egein and assure 8 continuoua nre-*evolutionarv upsurge.:,- ' ?Q]’f”

Just as - the maturity ‘of  the aae ie shown 1n ‘acts’ of opposition
=ytc the yowereuthat b _aven when there ie no reVQlution, ‘such as in ..
'-ﬁiami,;the criais in Black 1iberct10u is shown when actual ravolution
i?does not’ succeed in wcrkiqg out che nhilosophy of reVOlution needed

“to deepen'itsele;: That the objective aituation 13 om;nous is most

4
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clearlv etched in the Black dimans1on beoausa there is abﬂolutely
no divide between nationalism ard internationalism as is clear fram
;Reagaﬁ B invasion of Grenada. ’"he Lact that %eagan 5 impe 1*5:
invasion happeneu the same month that e lost Charlps Deﬂby

1Black woxker-editor of Wews & Let»ers,_confronted us witn a- totally

new crlsis thnt extended beyond one Blackfworld tojthe whoie;of the
.71hird World As Ruya had no*ed ;n the Folltical Philoaophic Letter
on arenada, not even Qeagan | wav DL&JS ln the Hiddle Easc diverted
him from his impe*iaxiat plano in the . Caraboean and Centrdl Amarica.i
The lobal sﬁifr in polit*cu contlnued to run its course from the:
October in»asion of Crenada to the SO-u&LlEh ﬁarch acoords that Eaf[;];f
Aozambique aﬂd Angola warL foroed to s¢gn w;th-apartheid South Afrioa.».o
- o hcreoverl' the famina cooditionr plaguing Africa at tnis moment..
whlch have persisted since the -973-/4 Arab Oil embargo fualed world-j
wide recession, have -even, more tragically become a part of tne global
e shift in politics., That African Lragedy reveals that ful y- fxva;ﬂﬁf:
mill*on people are refugees due, in many inqtances, to oolitical A;:_;

and soclal crlses in African nations. While Btarvation, famlne,;_a-§.f” 

de51gnates tha totalitarian governmeﬂt of th;ooia as passing:on to
~£all- communism 7 ”he reality is' chat the E icrean natiowal liberation
struggle has recent;y made new mzlita*y inroads against the 1ussi&n- :
backed Dargue waich could mark a new turning point Ln the Horn of

The reporte we neard at the Boston Africaﬂ Studies Assoﬂlation
Con;e*enoe on the critical status of Wozambique prior to the announcement

'of the so called accoros with Soutn Africa oieclosed how tne failed.

o i
8 Egu e




admlnistratxve planning of "he rRELIHO gevernnent incernally‘and the

military oﬂslaughc of Sout African tevrori,n nxternally forced

protesting ﬁhe administracive p’aﬁu of the yovernment which reduled

che powar that the workers and pﬁasant held immediately following :
_.ndepenceuce (See *eports o‘ the Fourth ?arty Congress of zRELIKO).“~:*
: - Whether in Fthicpla snd Frltrea, Moz aﬂbique and South Africa,-or
::west Africa. where tHc first African nation-. Ghana and hutnea won

.inde penaence f om Wesce*n coloniali sm and raised the-concept of

Afrinan Socialism. thLB period of cri ig in Black liberation 15 algo

one or naw theoretical diggiﬂg into the felationahip of. Harx o the

Third: WOr] doi v 3

'3global shifc naturally affﬂcted the Third World Gonferencei

in Chicago that we attended 1=‘<>:r: not only a new aactle of - ideas :%H=V.Z

> o e

resulted ‘put 4: at the Same time opened new: 1 ines of theoretic/

practical intervention and es:abTished new relations with people who?

fare looking for an’ alternative to tail—ending Staliqisn and Haoism
each t*me B ‘new crisis erupts.' We- were able to projact fu*tner in
Chicago. Los Angeles, and Berkeley when the’ discussions turned from'
Garvey to discussien of Marxist- Humanism and our political analy313'5
. of Third Wcrld rrises. f3>
Take ancthar look’ at ‘the Carlbbeaﬂ, tnis tine in the period of;'
Garveyism and when tha question then ‘too was the zuvasion of a

:¢a:lbbean'cogntry_as p:elude to coun:er-revolution_in Central America,




especially ’i"caragua. I am talhing about t&a U S invaaion of Haiti
in 1015 a.nd the *)omin;.can Republic in 1915 I"ni.s eet the atage for

by Sa'tdxno lcft: in 5. s place a’ U S trarxed mi.litery government

directed by Somoza.

However, ...t was agaxnst thc U S. i-—wes..on of Hditi, which laated
until 1934. thet t;.ere eme::ged nearly s multaneouelv the f:!.rst:
espression of qes;r* tude (l-afcre it hed that na.me) and the articulation
of'an'indigeﬁous-.lia:.t* an ..uar\'.:.sm. - Te.led as well to a very original

. ’fo*m of the novel by ‘{a:.t:.an mritcrs called "the peasant: nDVel "

Tl‘ms . ,*t was ot alone succeseful revox.utions. but  the set-backs
of defeateo onss which have’ 1ed "o naw extensions of. Marx.to the
Thi.rd IWDrld' 'I.‘his has become thc 've::,r dialectic of. revoluLion :Ln
our statﬂ—capitahst age. where d pite -the dent of: the dialectic
inthe minds of nost—“!arx ‘!arxists. revolt nevertheless continuoualy

arises cur oF the ashes ith the new objoctivi.ty of a movement ..rom

- practice wh;ch is itsel‘ a form of . Lneery. LT
' St.'Lll 1f a].l there was to report was ...hat the defeat o“' th
) 'evolution is el ed !:o Reaean ] imoerialist: pla.n in Cﬂntra" ~.- 
Americe. in..emati.ona}. so}.idarity would not extend beyond tak 'ng the
most obvious fow- granted L e.', U ::. imperial" sm out! Though Petar
and others w:.ll have much more to qey en the question of our work N
around Latm. America. it is necessary eo ‘note the origi-\al category We -
created of the "unfinished Lati.n American: revolutions" which has now:
to be seen in the cont:ext of ‘a whole trilogy. of Marx' a ‘philosophy of :
revolution.' In othar words. there is 6o DB.C"!WB)’ to completing the L _.a.tin.

J\merican revolutiono which has not u.ede Marx' s philosophy of revolution.




7ph§10gophy.is

Marxi'é‘m’ 'as‘-’:'i-

~{dia1ectic of the Latin Arericun
fcond*tions as_sourcn and Matw - 38

-f”form of presentation on a subgect 3hc“ as .ariatagul.;e."

3 Where is the prooC thut ic. is th matu—ity of sur age p hicn allows

=_us to discover new mom&ntn 1n Tarx that no other generation o¢ post-'
f'%arx Har?ists Have? Re-“ead the singlc cnapcer of Part II oF

Mhrxism & - ”reedom--"ﬁcrkex and Intellectual at .a Turn ng Poxnt inr

:History.:lsﬁs Gl"wwtha*}Lranian Eevo’u onarie; translated and distributed
_inside Iran on Phe ‘wve of . the Revolution. As: againsc Rosa Luxemburg
'5who experieﬂced che 190: Revolutlon and thougﬁt it was so de;xnltive

‘a break with t&e 1848 Revolutions that her generation was witnessing

?a se*ies of new 20tn centu;y revolutlons.kthe Iran an. revolutionaries
-;aw in- hat chapcar on-laa anu Lussalle the y&ﬂtﬁ“"?& cf. the “adicnl
i;intellectual of our . age) chat the revolutions tnat Warx participatad
;fin "ogened the era of: mas- prolet&r*an evolutions. _ _
: It was. Warh 5 critings Erom tne 1848 Qevolutiona Whlﬁh were aloo
'Fanon 8 favorites.: Even the original tirle of his Dying Colonialism--
:,“The Fifch Year oF the Algerian Revolution Q-F&non elaimed, was-

inspired by Marx ‘s 18th Brumaire. The uoiﬂt is. that whereas Luxemburg B

:;generntion saw 18&8 ‘ag a bourgeois democratic-revolucion. tcday s
~Third World revolutiOnaties see the problematic of national liberation_
'strugg1es reaching 10t only. the nstioﬂal 3 aye ‘but econtinuing in
.permaﬂence to a new ’Ociﬂtj. ] .

Lf‘xhus. our: projaction of Warx 8 philosophy of revelution in

jpermanencegis‘not:imposedofrom the outside but flows from our .work




and xran.,

It is; huwavar the Black world obiectivaly and the Blacx dimension

'sub;ectivaly which as wa singled out in"ha new Introduction to“the

Afro-Asiaﬂ Revo ut ons pampn’et, is "so deep a revo;uticnary dimensxcn
and (has) 90 inhense ‘an internatlonalian lmbeddEd in their ﬁational )

1iberation strugglea tha ; rar from oaing a ‘"nlrd‘ World '1c encompassed

the wﬁole wovld

As we saw ear‘ie* ‘on " :he bxon¢l shi ft in global politics cver"'

Gr&nada. thia gocs beyona the.quesclon of the Black "crld buf not

hOWever w*thout being rooted in the tw0nway road to revolut;on betweeni5

the U.:.'and Africa. rurthermorc, this was madn the vantage point

for the 1980 8 view of thL new foarth expanded ed‘tlor of ACOT,f ' B

'fI. Ffdm :."Black Worker 8 Journal“ co'"Black WOrld"--the Challeng_{*f

To Unite Theory and Praccice

Ic was Augusc 1983 tne double 20th anniversary o£ the Warcﬁ on -

Washington aﬂd Lhe publication oE Amcrzcan Civi‘ization on Trial And

in his JLne 1983 Uorker g Journal Lclumn Charlcs Deﬁby told usg wha; in

-.

Raja ‘s mew Incroduction to ACOT he saw as tha focus. "..;i was actually

glad in a wa) that youxr new book RL’LWPR was alread; locked up &n'

priut wﬁen you decided to add' a new paragrpah te its conclusion

aumming up Marx 3 views of che BlacL dimension...l falc vcry strong;y




'for a new'beginnin?fg Fo* Denn; that new Introductlon and paragfaph “

_.actempts tc isolatﬂ’thw last 20 ;ears of the Blac s rugvle in the

fU,S;A;  Wany times wﬁen 1 hear members of the Left or narrow nationalists

-fspeak about our movement, they ac.-as though ic could be tcrn out

fof the intprnational concexh of frendom scruggles.: But that 15 exahtly

”-the opposite to what we showed in nCOT and what Marx did all his life.

There is cne sense in which a9 .the writar of the new Black World

" column of \1&1. following the ne.;rly 30 ;sars or Charles Denb;.-' 'worker s

':Journa column. I.fesl a certaLn relationship 56 Warx s-lShl doctoral
f_dissertation on Epicuxﬁs, Namelv, the question of "where to begin?'T
after suéh a thecreticlpracuical fOLndation Has been 1aid is by no'
'meann an‘gbstract ques*ion bun a living reality whlch appears all the:_'
;more serious 28 one confronts newer | crxses in the Black qnd Third ff}af  
l World.‘__ ' : “

“: _ I was reminqed of Harx 8 1841 dialeccic by %aya $ Letter to

_f:Denby on ic in her JUﬂe 1981 Tbeory/“racclce cclumﬂ. At the conclusion}:'

..'icf that 1etter Raya anked Denby nf he sav any ralacionship between “
ch _IUBBC1OnS that preoccupiud mrx in H‘q'.34 .“ﬁaleccic and thg

:“new étage a: productior in. Autcna:ion aﬂd the new stage oE cognitian' o

ya had discovered in sp‘it"ing Hegel B Absolune Idca, on uhe one

_ hand, aﬂd Denby P Indignant Peart pointiﬂg to a new atage of Wlack




: consciousness which was soon

on the_other hand.

-_which b*ougnt'on Lhe Givil Q ghuswﬂovemant, n the 1950'3.; Ihether or

' *-cr saw itselE ag’'a response to ic,' here is no doubt that the mass

movement thaL has requlted from Jackson S camoahgn is one respanse to

}ﬁhé‘{ﬂrisis that Danbv saw, anJ has transfcrmeu el ectoral_politicsg O

in this counury. .

'.wy own trip tnrouyﬁ the Qou:h tn the Summer of 1982 allowed me very

f.briefly ta catch what Denby'nad alwavs writtpn aocut in orkar 5

namely, nhat ‘the” Southern root’ of tle Black condition is

&g well the'root of Elack consclousness in America._ His last trip

PR

e

South “Oincided With my first trip thnre and for' Wews & LetL rs.'lf'ﬂ

- wrota about the Tchula 7 and tha new politxcal cenvclouun s5 developxng

especzally among women, farmers and youtH

Denby had asPed me to write several more articlea on"objeéfi&ef

developments in the %outh -But it»was wri;ing as . a guest_coiuﬁn£5£ g

'jon the;ﬁavch on W“shingtoﬁ undar WéfPér‘s Jﬁﬁfnal whichcpave me

a qense of bow dif arent i*'wou1d be wricing after Denby. The darch
on Waghington seemcd to be :he ien) point of tranaition Eov me because
Denby was 80 excited abouh_our bein able to neet this neu stage. wich
a n=w edit101 o& nCO whic1 we took witn us 1ust a3 he hau Lakan
che £3 rgt edition CQ the 1963 Warch on Washiﬂgton.: B ‘ 

| At the same time, it Lepresnnced another kind of poinh of traﬂéition4 
fur oﬁr orgaﬁizational out&each and the development of a nlacs Warxis:-_l

Hunanist eadre.--I an talkiﬁg about the fact that Cane, . karl and




mass raxlies and demonsrrations.x As Gune qaid :

‘t seaﬁs co me, was what Denby QJW' whather as - international
confexz or Harx 8- phhlosophy cf revolution. In other wards._the 10
yéar moveméﬁt from praﬂtice, that anvone aerfous abouc humqn relations”’
'ould not belp hut recagnire in Denoy s Journalism as a rorm of '

tﬁeury, demanded tnat a new rela oﬁshlp of theory to pr&ctice, oF o

philosopby to. revolutian oe "ork;d cut. 1hcugh ﬁauurally, the - d ference"

'of worker and inCellectuaL ;s most obv10u5 in the -wo cclumns' Norker 5-: 

Journal aud;Black Jar1d however, anohneg nomnt here concer1ing

the quescion ob critique is of the essence.

liberation or in the 1abor movement 11e, of necessity, hacomes part

of :he critique. part of_tha contraaiction. His attitude as a. writer,'”

his own subjecclvity. is: posited as # voica from wi*hin.; Nhat I had

'-Z_missed in my article on th° "Crzsif in Black Liberation ‘was, that

'ucritique was also sel;-critiqua because as a revo1utionary you are sol.
serious about wor klug out a new. dlrection for thp movement w;*h othera.
Indeed cne opposxte of *he ovarly critical remazks on the objective
sicuation in Africa. for tnst“nce, cantnzseen in the discuss;on" '
with che Black intellectua; we. tulkea to during the mini tour in Los_x
Angeles who was interarted in the method of naking ﬁ“rx 5. ph*loso?hy of

revolucion concreta for Black liberation in Amerlca.
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The point ig’ how ‘to be'engahedlj cvitical ,56 that=fﬁase ﬁé-éaﬁf;

to d‘scuss Marxistnﬂumanram with sae rhat wﬂ-don t: excrude ourselves

from the critigue, and that we made tqe c itiqua An-. order to clear

the ground for serious discussicn and actual working out’ of philosophy.

111,'*Some'Thégghts

Ever ince the uarx centenary year when we had *he trilagv of

revolutiog-in hand, the manj o?enings we found at con*erencﬂs dnd
platforms e cre&tec for ourselves have brouﬂnt us into contact w1th X
a number of ser cus Black ~and Th,rd Worlu rpvolutxonaries ‘wcmen §~:rl
libevaticnlets avd anti-war artiv-sts.-‘.ﬁn;Q _' '  ". "

- 1 discova*ed ane’ new relat onsﬁ p te. our work on Aarx and the ._
Black world recently wnen I read the aster s :neszs of one of the'f  7
Black inte‘lectualb we havo known s;nce tbe nlack Thought pamphlet.;rﬂn :
His thgsis is on "*he Concept of ureedom lr.the Phirosophy of Locke.;;i
erﬁ§9é§u5Qnd:Earx written in 1977 when we were working on’ the‘Black
'Thdﬁght'pamﬁhlét;J ﬂore surprlsing than ‘that. however is’ the £act¥rhat

'“'qis 30 pages an the’ soncept of freadom in Marx's: philosophy develops :
quxte profoundly Warx s notion of freedom.From the Humanist essays_; 

through the Grundrisse and ua"ital to the Crrt g ue of che Gotha Program

.mf the latter, the author aa*a iz. returned arx to the source o_ h;s

concept of freedom he flrst articulated An uh& 184& Humanist Essays.
And the “aubjectzve reason that the author. gives ‘or chooaing such
A topic ‘for a-Master's thesis he tells his thesis - advisors. is that A
Eeing the" aeschudant of siaves is the ‘natural reason“ for his choice.-H
Jim and I visited him IECLnClj on our trip to Loledo where he teachesj

_at the Univers‘ty there.. Vot only" does this opnn up an. area of

"ﬂiécﬁéﬁion with'Black intellectuals.direQCLy on subjects of KUHJWR




at the. 1ecture even resulted uthe folloWan day, in:en;offer g

teach Black history at Wayne S*ete Universiry It was also around the

work on’ ﬁarvey that we Heve entered into serious correspondenca witn

‘a ;rinidadian Garvey scholar,. ho mav puichase the . Archives collection.:f
fuere too, the relationship is‘not limited to Garwey but extends to! _‘ '
:jour critique of C L.:, Jemes and our view of Fan01 and "Black Marxism

' _d‘ But theee recent developments £10wed out’ nr the tneoretical and

organizationa‘ work which developed around Reya s 1eoture tour- during
rthe Merx centenary “on the triiogv of rGVolution., The classes allowed

‘us to extend the 1arx centenary year "and exfend ouzr “Havo Thumb Wiil,

jTravel" projection of the trilogy..

as you will hear from Ray on his lecture at the Black Consciousness“‘
Movement Soweto Day Conference in Wash ngton D. C. At the- Boston R
: Africa1 Studies Association Conference which Kevin and T attended. end'
where Kev.n presented hia paoor ‘on Tenzania and African ‘socialism, we ;M_A
“;made conracts w*th African lcholare. The British Herxist«ﬂumanists )
.*ihave a‘so worked jointly with the BCH on a neeting and demonstrations
-protesting the visit of Botha to uondon.-
: :aome of our greate ”‘outreach has been’ in Los Angeles. The Eour'%
';talks there gave us’ one of the 1argest audiences evar: to-hear’ us on '

"the Black question. And the lite.ally overnight orgenizing that the_ =
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Bay Area was
'";n& hotfjuSt leaflettin remains rhe Lay to the kind of mork we can;

look forwardw

it often nean“ T _
.making a.trip acroqs towﬁ.f That too is a "Fave ;humb ”will?Travel"
4 phenomenon.af‘ e ' : _ : o
'Thewggrffoof_ﬂiddle haste*n and Laniﬂo students an& intel;ectuals
showed what Raya had slngled ‘out in Lhe I troduction to tne A&ro-Asian
Revolutions pampblet about tho Black domenszon being so deep and
revolutionary as a dimenoion when it is gvound d in a philosophy of
revolution oha* Thi*d wOrld revolucicnaries see in: its internationalism
elements of the:r own nationa‘ liberation struggles.- This is. whac
Jchn Alan‘*in_his essay ETulC]e on Black anci imperia;ism, qhowed

" historlcél 3;% I

‘o;_ﬁ_ However ve have discovereu, ‘as. well in this reoent perlod that"7

f'xﬂarx s relationship to thp Black and Tnird wOrld is not:a 51venvwhich
' can simplz_be le t as a summati -or as . a question or extenuing Harx s
view from the West to the Third World ‘"Hat was what Raya warned us

Voﬁ*in the Introduccioq to ﬁ:ro-Asian Wevo1utions whpn she ‘8 ngled out{

the passage from the text on how the emergence o“ the Th*rd World iﬂ‘ _
the post-iorld War I period S&W various -and suﬂdry ideolog*oal bridgesil

being buil: to ;arxiam, esperiallv ffOﬂ rel gion masouerading as a-

'pnzlosoPhy of revelu on.5n1513m c.F“ndamenral‘sm Has developed that
perverse dialectic to its counher-revolutionary end when relihxous-

‘“basgd anti-anhtialibm -is. aubst‘tuted £or Marx’s philosophy of
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revolution. ' est e ‘ | - | , “ ‘

Tha two e.tremesor theorj and activism huve in the period since
tne 1979 revolutions in Evan H*oazagua_and Grenada seen the" re-emergenc-_
of Haoism behind the new studies of {arﬁ.s last decade and h*s studies

on the peasantry. And the pull of the Third wOrldism of Cuba has’ arerter

fitoA"hegemony" o»er near Ly all the anci 1mper allat and antivwar support

activity for Lat11 Americso revolutionar*es._
¥ 4-Whether accidenta1 or not, the 1act that tne nayo* document of
the Johnson—Forest Tendoncy in the 1950'5. State~Cao1talism and Uor1d
Revolution. stopped at Contradi"tion, Iiko Hao, allows us to show ;"
the Harxist-ﬂumanist view'of the . Thzrd erld th ough“presentinguthe“
dialectic mothcd by which the 30 year. movenent from practice which
“is. itsalf a: form of theov‘ vent beyqu coqtradiction. Rather'than
leavzng Warxism ‘to: Furope, as Grace Lee. .stated *hen and‘holdq‘now, the
philosophic development of Marxxst-ﬁumanism would make for an anoounter
with Marx s concept ‘of the Th rd World and revolution in’ permanence. \
In other wozds, philosophy, Marx s philosophy 18 not an evasion
of the objec*ive situation, but allowa you “to’ anticipate objective":
idevelopments.' James and Lee, as well as other post Harx Hurxists who

: want to 1eave Mnrxism to. Eu“ope were no more 1'easuzly for ‘the’ develoPmento

of the late 1950‘5 that emerged with a whole: new Lhird World than

today in reaponse to- the tragic events ‘in Gren&da which merely reducad
:to aloganeering about” anti imperialiam and no:arious discuasion about’
'the contradxctiona within the New Jawel Movenent. A et
- Wae - got a8 view of’ the naw tasks for- Cnlcago when we; partxcxpated
'5:ln the Third World Conference.: it is our. second yaar participating in
he Confarance and thera is no mistaking the outstanding feature we

;_have brought to che conference w*th our presentations on’ Harxiat-Huv4niat




views of women s 1:i.be-aticm_ _n the Third World on Africa and African

Clearly, i:hat is what: the academlc Sta:. ists were counting on

_"when we cﬁalle.nged the for ar:temp:::.no to’ wh:.te-wash the fac.. tha.. t:he

first act o;. counter-»revolution came from w :.thin 1a urenad:.an . party.

ti'orld COnf;.rence for ChL last 10 yeaxs .\.nd:Icatqs an area. of our work
VI'in'Chi.cago tha'.:_c:an be--extended espaciall}r in the Black movement:.
Here, I th'n!r. !:har. Havry. wnc took off £ oxr. work to attend L_he lecture
.at UIC on "iarx and a:vay’ nas al"'eadv expressed his exc:.teme t: in
wam:ing to find us platforms :L-q r.he Black ‘.mmmnity w‘-xere. he has many

concacus. Jesae ’ack%on 5 campaign. will of course, close some doors

8"’ 8()




