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Charles Den‘by to the 1083 Censtitut* onal Convention of . : - .
' ueus and Let eIs \.ommittees o . Augu t 13. 1983

- AS! you .mou. ‘L ha.ve ‘Tbeen 111. anu Just in case the dor.tor \111 not'_

: a_n.los. ne to attend and adctress this’ (.onst:!.tutio'lal ‘Convention, I \'antea to.
say a fev hOqu to all o:t ycu about my ﬂaoughts “and. *"eelings a.t 'this moment
"in the. 1ife o:E‘ our organization. i1 ‘feel” ve::y s‘tronsly a‘bout w.hat -this Ha:x ]

; cent&nary means to ms’ -4 and ha.'l: Ia.:cxism neana to me -3 movement 't change

~"the world totall,v." '}.‘his yea:: 1'e have taken 'big steps in t.ha.t di:recti.on -

‘hlstoric steps‘ :

irst e ha.ve fina,lly :Ln our hands the whole "txilogy of Ievolution"_
Anyonn can see anu read whst harxist-}iumanism has. representec. ‘over neaxly 30"
yeazs since our founuing, ‘since our first Consvitutional C.onve'ltion.‘ ALl ny.
lﬂ.:t‘e 111 the movemont we have seen how ma.ny 'Da.rties have tuxned ha.xx 8" philo- E
sophy into" its opposite. Byt noi. ve-can €ay to’ evexyone- "here is Iazx s’
philosophy of li‘bexation," and we Lnow that‘it ib the path to :t‘reedon”'

Secona., we havs published an expanc:eu net* edition of Ame:rican Civillza.—
t‘ on on Trial: I. uas very glad ‘that Baya. reu essay in it too up i.azx 8

view of the Black 1'orld ‘and our oim work. e have always spolfen about a.nd

pra.eticed the ttrc-uay road betiicen the U.S. and ;.frica in, t.he ideas of f::ee—-
dom, __nd it is as ‘clear in American Civiliza.tion on Trial as it is in Philo—”
sophy a.nd Revm.ution ‘and in Rosa Luyembu::g, Homen's ILiberation and harx's. :

Philosophy of . Revolntion. But the zeason T. am most happy that it is being,
ublished. now is tha't it can help the movement reach 2 new stage.

I am thinking about 'I:he na.rch on 1.a.sh1ngtcn. I sra.s av.c‘l'.:!.w= in the 19.‘14—3
o a.r-‘h on’ x.ashincton I.ovement. It vas the grcatest thing ve had ever t:r:!.ed.
up to that time._ ..ven though the Communist rarty opposeu it, the. ha.:cch ‘idea’ ‘
spxead everyu"lere across the country. But final‘Ly I was s0 sad x.hen A rhillip
Eanclolph complomiseu and ‘.slled off tne jiazch. . The Liaxch on .:ashinston An
1963 Has very different for tno reasons. Flirst hecause we went through with ™
it and held it, vith'a quarter of a ‘miliion people, despite a lot of pressure
aga.inst the na.rch, even from the Yresident. But secend. because I carried.
- with me “the new etition of American Civilization on Tzia.l ve had just: pub-
.Z_L...—.hec., ..;th thc true histoxy _of this country,” 1nc.luding_the sto:ry of 1943.
‘ind I.sold it to many people. Lou we are going again in’ 1963, with our ney
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life and--thoughta. . She sa.!.d she had never Immm a.bm.t ha.rx _or his :Lueas ‘be- {.

stand.a tha.t idea. very uell. They push vorhers to get the most production. _
'oxkers unaersxand 1t too.. They have to hve with. it every day dn the plant.
But nou I think it's a'bout ‘time all of us put our shoulders to the wheel foz '
& dif“erent puxpose - freedom. und e won't stop until we have a human
society in this country and in this uhole :ﬁorld. This is wha,t we are all




Qrganizing for a¢x13t Humanlam ‘with our wIrilopy of Revolution®
- Report To Lhe. LOHStltUtiOﬂu] Convention, Sentomier. 5, 15383 e
e SRR S by “1cﬁael Connollv Co-}atlonal Organ1zer‘"

[

.hew~K1nd of Act1V1ty 1n Today's F;eedom tovements Pdints to a New
ind of Henber . D S BENRTACIE

B "'Th15 most Eul‘ and serious’ Discussion Bullet1n #4 < with:
'contrlbutlons ‘totall ing - 96 pages, beginning with Raya's work--on
FRevolutions and thlosophles " and extending. through our part1c1na-'

.Vitlon in current strupgles to consideration-:of amendnents to our:Con- .

- stitutjon -- emphasizes.the way this yeaTr for us has been rooted both.
in the cuntxnu1ty of Marxist-llumanist praxis as we have ‘developed it
since 1555, ‘and the newness of the way we .have. deepened. that praxis:
7under the 1rpact of havzng our entlre trllogy of revolutlon puhllshed.

Uhen we met in Convent1on in- cept. 1982 we called th:s the
o "year of the ‘book,'" and said that the. focus of our work would be.a
‘challenge to all- post -HMarx Marxists:-- ‘on Third World. revolut:ons, )
on “women's liberation, on-the relation of ph1losophy to- organ1Zat10n-
'jrhat challunge,was'basod on the-.fact that Marxist-ilumanism had 30
years -0of labor and three’ fundanental works recreating llarx's Marxism
“for our . age. Ve thus posed our perspectives around two .tightiy tied:
taska.- ‘(1) .the intensification of our activity in .all areas of the
“freadom movement, yet never uncritically; and: (2) ‘Mlave -Thumb, Will
T ravel® -~ both as a’ “tational Lecture ! rour for ‘Raya.on the “arx Cen-
~renaryand as’ each of- us took our own journeys; Our. OWn: organlzatxon-
'l-al respons1b111ty for the presentat1on of Marx;at-ﬂumanxsmlshchﬂllcnﬂaoj

: Looklng back over the ast year of acu1v1ty An - thc freedom .
movements,.what stands out. 15 the .way our woTk was- deepened by the . -~
summat:on ‘of threc-decades of our work, a: summntlon ‘that we. .were
only able to achieve after the publication of fosa Luxembirg, WOmen's
I;herat1on “ud Harx 5 Ph;losophv oF Revolution in Nbv 1982.

rnke our uork w1th the movcment support;ng Latin Amerlcan free-
dom struogles, at-a time when 0.5, inmperialism: has shown: that it. will
“not £linch from any atrocity. to maintain its hammerlock on. the:cntire
hem1svhere._-A11 the comnmittees have been: 1nvolved .from the: 1atest
Mexicana Airlines dnmonstrations to work in: Guatemala-and El: Salva—'
dor ccmmittees; and -emphasiziny the pub11cat10n each month of our
own Spanlsh supplenent hotlcxas 'y Cartas. . - - G

Within ‘that movement we. hnve challenbed those who see in Cen-

tral America's revolutions only suffering. victims. .Instead. - we have
-posed a two-way road between the Latin American - freedom movements

- and®'the” "Second America' to which.we belong. We concretized. that.

road; most- suc-csafully this year in our unplanned panphlet, Guat-

‘einalan Revelutionaries Speak, 4 pamphlet:that sprang to. 1ife after _

the publication of RLyLEM, oux: of: pur nevw viow.not. a2lone .of: Harx_and |

the non-capitalist world, but as well of ¥ urx1st-uumanlsm's decades-

“iougp’ rclationsh1p with- today s Third Jorld. The importance of con-

c»ntrat:ng that work with the Latino dimension’ inside the USA . next

yenr is underlined by the new work in Los Angeles. 1n which Mar1a

hns been inv ol"ed . S :
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; In Labot tre have seen uot only the cont1nuation of the work
of our Top ular “‘shop . column1qtb such a5 John Harcorte “and Felix' mar-
.tin, but in nearly evory ‘issue the contributions of new writers .’
from US Aute itadiator . in Detroit, Agar in Chicago and CM/Toyota:im
"the ‘Bay Ares: . Azadkar’ accompanled labor. page editor Dob HeGuire to-
.Canada, where they’ participated in the new movement of farmers:

_stretchinr a hand to labor in the cconomic crisis.’ Intcruatlonally,

“‘where the UAN ‘has joined: the icapitalists -in vhipping up- anti-Asian
Patreds, W supported the-.Vincent: Chin .demonstrations .in-tiae U.S7,
~and :MgL: shop..stories have'appeared ‘in three-xssues of the Toyota_uor-
kers paper, Town dﬂatlng in anan.-- C L S
; S But our, concept-of uorkers ‘as Reason was drdwn mos) sharply :

in Cc—ed1tor Felix jlartin's one-month stay at the Centex. after cthe . -~

~ Tl LLu, ‘and “in his work asa“gucst lecturer” at- btanford Un;ver-'.””“

sity after Raya's tour there. And with the article on “Labor. ‘in. hew
"Yerk": by Jolin -Marcotte in- Discussion Bulletin #4, a very high new
~‘moment ‘has been reached for cur work in the shons next year... Listen
to-his comwcnts, as le critiques the Left and dinsists.that.the "self-
organLZatlon self~ awareness of -labor . as subject of. h1story 1<;Joth
“thé"means ‘and_tne ‘' ‘end of shops 'struggles, rather than this or that
‘reform; - thatiout.of each .striggle. this Mintellectual sediment"

- what ramalns to build a. new socxety-bas d on: freely-assoc;ated,iabor.

s in the year ahead.

. Vueoox

: “The: Black D1nens1oﬂ,alead1ng thc res1stanco to Reaganxsm here,
Cand- challan1ng ‘apartheid in-South Africa, has seen. us marching .in
Azan;an freedom .picket lines, covering-Alabama and Mississippi pro-

-teésts: ‘against’pelice-killings;. and- joining -Black” parents.and. .students ..

in the North fighting cap;tallsm s planned ililiteracy. But look al-
“$b how the "ground-of our work.changed as we- .experienced -the Black
D;mens1on in.the trilogy. of revolut1on, .beginning with our .publica-
txon the f1rst ever: 1n tnglish cof . Rosa Luxnmbu~g's Martinigue.
I am. referring ot only to kev;n 5 rev1ew of a11 three books
and . our Archives in Africa Teday; nor éven only’ to CharZes® Denby's -

'fr"WOrker s Jeurnal.colunn; supgesting. that the mew. edition of Amerl-_

‘can Civilization 6n Trial. focus on "Marx and the; ‘Black World.and.
"Maerxist-llumanisw and the Black World,"™ but also, to. the 111um1nat;ng
debate ‘this’summer:on Philesophy:and_ Revolution, Ch. 7,. “PPhe Afri-
Cean’ Revolut;ons and - the: World Economy."”  Out of that: debate ¢an. be -
"seen how much more fully “we, ourselves are.. com1ng to. know., PER from
the vantage point of RLWLKR. - - '

 Women's L1berat10n and Youth will each be. repprting on their .
natxonal mectings. in. this session.. One point ‘that connects: the two
might’ be‘mentioned here.  As.the feninist: dimension-within: the anti- .
war movement has grown, questions of organ1zat10n have been-central
“to tho discussion. ~Too often;. however, whether in. Lritaxn, Seneca’
‘or Livermore, it has been limited to form of organlzatlon, as: though

f_thut could be’ cons;dered wlthout reference ‘to- phxlosophy.

In that- light the. grcatcst achlevements this. ysnr,'as we took
"an” active. part in that. movement, have been the way: we fought the

exclusion of- Marxist- Humanist ideas with review of our books .in the

movement p*eSJ_—- by Laurie in Direct Action, Kevin in N Holbilizer,
and Anne in Womannews {aleng with her famous “"Rosa and Raya" letter
in off our backs). Such work still largely remains a task to be done
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It was in this contex“ £ critical- practical revolut1onary -
nctxvzty that we launched our.journeys . of Yjiave T humb, 'ill Travel®.
(HTWT ), seeking to.create.a lgtional Lecture Tour on the:'Marx Cen-
‘tenary. by Raye, and, in_ that. rrocess,Lreachlng into, new: areas” for

‘ourselves in:ths Lattle of ideas, .The journeys, of WTWT Vere the
..grentest putreach ever for mhrxlst Humanism:  They put our’ .challenge
“to- the. stunting of. Harx's., Marx:sm on the map, everywhere,_assurzng

© that the’ fact: that.we. were. llmltﬁd to, 10cals 1n five c:tles would not
’ ﬂreventma new. generation £rom’ hear:ng us. e :

) But'lt ‘'was by no ‘means a "tact1ca1“quest1on. ‘Each™‘iourney _
wAS A NeW.path. o the:adevelopment of the - Individual throush the. ex-
'perience of presenting .all. three books, . In:short, we sought,. through
S ATRT - e win -a new kin ; member,. 1nclud1ng ourselves howhere was - -
"thnt better seen than in our pari 1cipation in conferences.'j

. hen you add them all un it 15 really 1mpress;ve Just ‘corni-
_‘older Black ‘and Thlrd Yorild, _and Jyou 'see Lou at Black  writers ‘and
"Black - COﬂSCLOUJnQSS conferences' Allen "at: MNational Llack Studies;
'Tomm;e .and Diane at Black Women's health, Terry and Dave at the
Third World confercnce; Eugene:at hatzonal Chicano Studles' Reda at
Iranlan Women. -Furthermere, it was mot ‘only 'movement conferences.
ite .invaded jthe -disciplines, attending the hatlonal ‘Women's "Studies
A55051at10n, the AEA, AAA, ASA, and URPE. ~ Each w1th lzterature ta="-
“bles, floor. dxscu551on -and sales ‘0f the threa books. Mo less- than
eight of us gave papers. And everywhere we ‘created’ brochures, pack-
ets, and posters. QOut of one of these conferences “r URPE ' -- cane

“u‘our ‘new, panphlet on Marx-and .the Third Wo'ld. . _ .

o nfter all -ouT WTWT worL came aya 5. hatlonal rour, with large
»and enthusiastic new ‘audiences; . We w111 take -up, the “tour ‘and 1ts
:ram1f1ca+10ns later, but for:now _we haVe: 'tro ask’ ourselveés a- mOSE
critical. questlon"-After the tour ended ‘Hay'1, didn't we-see"- such_a
~drastic:drop:in literature: sales, includlng those "laid- off organi-
.zers;" undlstrxbuted copies of h&L,.that the last letter’ you recezved
before the Convent;on had to le.on our financ1al troubles?

’ i It is: of coursc not alone a f1nanc131 question, but a“polltz—
cal pH:losophzc one, focusing agsin, as “last year, on the nced for
"fsllow-through"” in .all our work, This year we want' to Lbe sure: to
‘situate that question in the uniqueness of our pnllosophic ~organiza-
-~tional contribution, so that. we.can be fully conscious of the course

vWe are now. embarLcd upon,.a course thus far untravellga in 100 years

of Marxism. Raya s:Jan.. 1 presentation, "Marxist- Human1sm, 1983:

' Summation that is a New Bcg1nn1ng," was the f1rst preoentatlon of
l-our new _course. . -

.Anothﬂr is containnd w1th1n the . worL of th15 Const;tut1ona1
‘Convention, ‘At eacihh of thesc noments we haVe sought' to establish
a_fuller view of both Marx's MHarxism and iarxist-Humanism from the .
vantage point aof ihe nced to finally worL out organlzatLOn insep-
arable  from iarx's phllosophy of . revolut1on. At the sane time we .
seek to free-the "Organization Quthxon" from: all the “hnlfway houses"
‘in which it has languished.




*II . Philosephy that Creates Ground- for Organization:. From clarx's
L Jdarxisun. to Marxist-ifumanism oo o o oo RO

.7 . opppsitien xo)the vanguard party has been so characteristic
_O£,th¢‘yholc“aﬁg.s;ncefthé“Russinn“quolutionktrhnsformed itself:
;into stgtcgt;pitalish:qndﬁworkéTS‘prganizéd_thbir_revolt'infworkersj
C.eouncils, that our_singling ot their: form of organization-is-often
considered what®is new. The truth’is ;hatffrom'thecPariSJCommuﬂe'

through the. Scviets’ to] the. liungarian Revolution's councils, workers

_ hqye;dphe-very—Wéil’at”tfghﬁihg“iﬁéir‘own forms' of organization.
- The questions we have .to 'dnswer’ is about the Tole of the Marxist
~organization: today. ... BT : R

1stead: o ggﬁﬁlingﬂwith;thé;;ftppfmany’ gven when- they suec-: .
n‘rejpé;ing”thefthﬂgﬁﬂtdfpatty;.hafﬁuréﬂhcgd;thagqucs&i““ to

‘one of centralization or decentralization., . It isn’t thatdecen<' -

“tralization- s not a very concrete gquestion, but when we. ask it we

+ialso.have to ask:  aTe we seeing decentralization as.concretization

ef a phitoesephy of feiplqtipn,'dr‘as one more evasion xoﬁrphi;osophy.*

chxﬂsihQ¢ﬁmd;£{§5dpj,“bpth‘tendenbies“have‘bpen‘presentl" PRt
~aen . -With the publication of REWLKM we - lave seen that Marx, as '

. “philosgpher of fpvpiutioh'in”permgnéﬁcé"'éreaféﬁfnéwfgrcundffor

,ﬂqrganiza;iop'in'his*1875_Critiqhe'of the Gotha Program. But how.

“'did that .breakth¥ough comé about for Marx? :'And how.did Marxist-Hu-

. ‘manism, after a 100-year-long discontinuity, re-commnect 'with Marx's

t Marx had pointed to

pfvision'anq_bég;ﬁ to concretize for our day wh
S in 187570 DERERATR ER TR L

S Marx's March 1850 Address.to the Cdmmunist  League on "revolu-
~:tion-in permanence' had to be studied and memorized for transmittal
by members.of the Communist League. - "Yet by Sept,*1850, what was

. +glear was.that for many 'in the organization "revolutien:in perman-
4gance?;wa#;a,siogan{wi;h-a;bqntgntjfaffdifferentfthaﬁ}any-Marxvﬁs'
-”hadfintendeq."Ténghapper?and-ﬂillicﬁ.it*meantFthnf“;hehuaY'to,
_re-start. the revelution in’ the face of “counter-revolution Was-:"
" to ‘constantly plot conspiracies with all.sorts of’adventurers..’

They attacked Marx when he concretized "revolution 'in peérmanence”--
-as his teaching classes for exiled worker-activists -- classes which”
weére the early expressions of what Wwould:become his Capital --- and
later for his interest in’'what they called "exoticiparts of:the.
cworldlt oo PP CoTAR R b i s

., . Thus no, soohér had Marx formulated his- concept-of '"revolution
in permanénce” than the fact that the phrase could get entirely div-
orced. from, its philosophic context and organizztional ramifications

. led to the split in, End end of, the Commuinist League. It was no
longer a realisable form of organization, not because the 1848 .rev-

_olutions .were defeated, but because the new highpoint in Marx's sum-
;matioh.oﬁnthaplrevdlutibh;wa; folloqu-thrbugh'by tfarx.-alone.

© " iarx's next participation in organization was‘'the Internation-

‘al forkingmsn's Association, "founded 'in 1864 -in :the midst of .strug-
glos for -Polish independéncc, the U.5..Civil War, and:strikes:all
across Europe. It wzs always much wore ‘a coalition than a "Marx-
ist" organization, and Marx had to contend with not only Lassalleans




.after Lassalle, but sakunin and Blangui and- thelr supporterS‘as well,
ALY of- ‘the: conf11cts were to. come to the tost when the Paris Conmmune’
crupteu.— : O : " : e TR RI e
L In ‘RLWEK KM ﬂuya nmpna ized Harx's view back to the IWA from the
perspeﬂtxve ‘oL -the 1875 CG#', as he insisted-that 1nternatzonn1 work-
Ang clns;.act1V1ty ‘was: not. dependent’ on. the existence of the IWA:
"It iwasino longer. real:sable," ifarx says, "1n its. first h1sto;1¢a1
form-after the fall of the Paris Commune. hat ‘was the d1a1ect1c
=of Pvents that preceded"that summatlon? T e
JVAP 1n"'f b cgrap Harx defends JBakunin. against Marx,..and
views their ‘conflict ‘as an honest .argument of anarchism vs berx1sm.
.The truth is that’ Bakunin .never fought on those grounds, but rather S
on his call for ‘decentralization -- each IWA section as "autononous.._
‘When' this was’ the, unprlnc1p1ed basis for opposition he could unite
'w:th even those of views anathema to .anarchispe. In’ short, .Autonony
for ihakuiin meant -so -autonomous  from -philosophi that he was not ev-
en“fa1*hfu1 to hls oW nhxlosophy of . anarch:sm.f cion s e

i Blanqui was a very d1fferent questzon.. From h1m-ﬂarx learned
much ‘about armed struggle, and it was Blanquists.he placed on the )
General Council, of the 1WA after the Paris Commune to Teplace : the
eformist trade union leaders who were horxrified by actual revolu-
tlon.. But ‘even Blanqu1sts -~ what "happens ‘to then when. the group of
wfxnsurrectionlsts is united- only on a .basis of.affinity.- ‘of shared ox-
.perience ‘ov deed ‘rather: than a shared- philosophy? Then instead of
1nsurrect10n as .an: act of the massea, 1t becomes an: act of s c11qu&
o Decentral;zatlon as ovasion of phllosonhy was what Bakun1n
and ‘otliers were- ‘posing.in: opposxtion to .Marx exactly;at.the moment:-
‘wh n-Marx's summation-of.the Commune was veing. translated into- or-:
‘ganizational ‘ramifications.  In: Marxism and Freedom-(p. 187); Raya'
“translated - ‘part of :Marxis speech to.a session:of the:1871: London
‘Conferénce of 'the 'IWA," ‘whére "he terms the ‘trade unions: "an:aristo-
crat1c m1nor1ty" and -peints - instead "to- the, new'1mm1grants, -to the .-
slums of London's East End %o the paasantS. . : .

o -~-.The Mlnutcs of thnt Confereuce remaln'to th15 day untrnnslated
‘into Engl1sh ‘but- from ‘the: vantnge po1nt .of RLWLKHM, we-can.see -how
“full was-Marx's philosophic- organ1znt10nal summation of the-Commune,
and how' concretely it was rooted in thes new sub;ects ef: revolutxon
he was to focus on throughout h15 last decade. R

® From these M1nutes, and from tne mxnutes of the Generul Coun-
c11 of+ the-IWA in the. .first three- months ,follow1ng the Commune, we'
view Marx maLinL four proposals. N A oD :

(1) A rosolution for the formation of WA branchos exclusive-
ly for women._ ‘Marx® argues: that it is "most. necessary: in- industr;es
“where women'are employed.in- great: ‘numbers - they prefer. to mest. -for
discussions®among themselves.’ . Women play a very- great role in.
lifc'f they work-in- the- factorxes, they take part in strikes, in.
the Commune, ctc,  They have morc passion’ than men," - lle then re-
counted their participation  in the events of. the Commune, buL the
‘minute- _taker did not record the remarks, :




LT (2)0 A resolution. for sending organi*ers'into rdrni district
“tor found‘branchea of the International: among the pcasantry, :
secure unxty of farners u1th thc 1nuu=tria1 nroletarlat.

(a) kTS response ‘to a’ letter from Calcuttn, quia, to the Gen-5
:era! Council,” Marx-not enly supports tha formation ;afa branch -
here;‘but urges "the necess;ty of enrollxng natlves zn the Asso-‘ :

clat1on."

(4) Secure: tie elect1on of A Secretary for Ireland onhtn@,
‘reueral Coun61l;(the first for am area not a ‘sovereixn natxon)
as: euﬂourapenent,to the formatiom of branches of the-IWA. in Irc-i
1and, in‘order to ‘offer ‘the . national’ movenent there verspect1ve
£ prol tnr11n aud anrarlan révolut1on. . ; :

e ‘Phese are thc d1roct10ns that-%akunln w1shed to evade by:
'counter-p051nﬂ~decentra11zat10n ‘as-his answer to. all’ poll;lcal
qucstlons.' ‘For- Marx, however, the four proposals: read. like a.
‘road-uap of his agenda for his last- decade;: as marx:st-uuman1sm has,
- presented it in RLWLKM. - It is a dccade that centrally includes CGP
Ctvignd-tits ‘projection ot the ‘need to finally work out. the 1nsepara~
bil:ty ¢f philosophy and ornanlzatlon. It could ‘ngt be, workod
out An the INA.rf: e E R o L

<t Thus the Flrst Internatzonal was "nu longer ren11sah1e in 1ts
first- h1stor1ca1 ‘forn'" not-alone because 'the Conmund:.was defeaged
 but “because so new a.projection of philosophy-and-organization .
:had been presented:that tlie future organlzat1on would have “to:
stand on thc Lnt1re1y dlfferent ground of tne FGP y p

s
g ‘Indeed Just hou di ff;cult that horkxnb out of ph;losophy o

and organizat1on has alwiys been is. scen in as great a: revolut;on- R
By -as -’ Enpels,-who -declined for:six: years‘-=- until’ 1870---,Narx 5
dpp“ais to-helyp with ‘the *work of ‘the IWA. . [hese are the .years that
rlarxtis- wr1t1ng Capital-and- -complaining about the .tiue. taken :up by
~“the‘work ofithe International, .. Engcls' ‘Tesponse: 15 to_say: :S5tep
the IWA 'work; .concentrate on.the book. . Yet wasn't it oxactly,the
experience of working. out philosophy wlthxu the International. that
tlarx-gave .concreta: uxprassion to.in the "Working Day" chapter, in.o ¢
‘thelview of -Black America, ‘in the change'in-his perspective. on:Ilre-
Yand?v:In“the-last analysis, the- quest1on couldn't get worked out

- 1n'the '19th century. BRI R R PO .

. . \ ey "l

. ) The fac: 15 that the task of flrst ro- connectlng w;th, and
then recrcau1ng, ‘Marx's fimal concept of.organization hasfallen
to our agpe to Wwork.out. . In-our-discussions.on the devslopment:of
darxist-ilumanisn, from 1ts 1941 beginnings as.a state- capitalist

" tendency through- Raya's 1953 Letters on the: Absolute Idea and the
f1956 founding of ltews and. Letters Committees to:this Constitution-~ =
cal’ Convent;on,fwe have traced our-trek.to .work. out iarx's vision’

f”for thisfvery*different. historic:.period. " 1t:is.net: possible-here
topo-into’ the: false starts that still.secparated, piilosophy. andi.
~organization '’ ‘whether within. the bureauvcratic collectivism.of

T the: horkcrs Pnrty ar with. C.L.R. James! omphasis on “culture" in:
~Corres pandence Commltteos. : k :




§ In tcad let's go rxﬂht to. the most recent decade, 51ncc the
new: revolutzons bepan .with Portugal and Afrlca An 1974~ 75.;‘L1th1n
that’ .Tevolution:arose a ‘decentralized challenge’ te the’ vanguard
Tpnrtlcs.-— apart1uar1smo, the soldxnrs’ counc1ls, the crlthue by
,thé‘women's leeratlon ilovement. All are’ nouerfully ‘deseribed’in”
“Ch.=8.0f RLJLKM. . Yet keep.in mind also that 1974 was only. one year.
.after P&R‘was publlshed ‘with its’ pro;ectlon.uhat new beg1nn1ngs

;. cannot. -emerge. alone from . new forms of organlzatxon, no_ matter,

how‘decentral1aed,‘1f organ1zat10n‘rema1ns a preserve free frpm
: pullosophy,;dlvorced from the new. beglnnznbs that emer e from"the
,Absolute Idea. . . . ' ;

flrmed that. theicommittee iorm alone is. not ‘the: answer “to. the. .prob-:
rlems: of- our. age? - So much, is packed 1nto ‘that Ch, 8’ that it/ dcnands
re- studylng Nnow.. Just reconsader the title- on~the’ "Un1que and Un-
flnished Contrlbut;cns,"'aﬁd see if Lhe unfinished contributions -
‘are: not alone;on: women's liberation, but on the d1stance the whole
mcvenent st111 needs to travel. .. | . v e S

o : Thc quebt1on oF "new kznd of organxzatmon" contered for us

in ‘the. current perlod flrst around Ch.. 11 of RLWLKHM as a new: view
 of, Marx's CGP... It was.summarized in.a very different, way. by the.
time Raya concluded ‘tlie. book. with A 1980s. Vlew" because it com-

- bined Marx's Marxism with our hlstory. But it was only at the Jan.
1 REB this year that we reached the turning point, because’ it was
-then --..with. all .three books in hand -- that for. the first. time in

. 100 ~..years-of Harxism ‘and. 30 years of harxlat numan1sm, we began
tonbe hlstorlcally, philosecphically. consc1ous of CGP. as Lrouud for
organzzat;on ~=oux’ organlzaulon.;, . st e

yr

: It 13 only a begxnnlnu., That very 5pec1f1c document agaznat
Lassallean1sm caunot be simply wtranslated" for our problems ‘today.
. Nevertheless, it was. so new a beginning that onm Jan., 1 'we ‘called - -
~& Censtitutional- Convention, wrote, o new. "WWho We Are" ‘Statement for
our paper, and’ launched ‘the - hatlonal Lecture rour on._ the Marx Cen-
tenary by Raya. : R . Do o

"Follow through" and the Natxonul Lecturc Tour: .Working with

the hew-Pamnhlets and w1th thc'rrllogy of Revolutlon
’ . The natlanal tour on " the Marx centenary this year surpasscd
all others;in our organlzatlonal history..~ ‘Study the’ dlspluv on
:the. wall,_and you' can .see how new it was, vhether one focuses on
geograph;.-- covering the. breadth of the USA- the sheer, ‘nunber ef’
talks -~ 46 speeches’ aiid .6 mass media appearnnces. tho 'sales i--
over $1,000-a -wonth . in sales of- the trilegy alone; or the new di-
“mensions;in:: ‘audiences -~- from Iranians. through Third World wonen
co hative Ame'icnn nctivists tc a- lec.ure in alt Lnke City. :

In prosentzng the tra11 to the 19805 thut Mnrxxst Humnn1sm ;
singled out from larx's work, there was no ‘separation between Raya's
ipresentation ofMarx's Mnrxism and .-Marxist-ilumanism, . And so sig-
nificant Wero - the serious new- contarts made, that there was: no

P ,
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—separntzor between new openlngs in theory and openings for organi-
za»tonal growth., In the Hidwest, the fact that ‘the - Ch;cago stop
‘on:the tour was’ sueee;sfully extcnded to Urbans, Madisony’ and Towa
{C1ty, eant’ that we could pose the posszb111tv of Ch;eago as?’ a ﬂld-'
.ﬁwest sub center for the” future.- C . e 1-_ :

Iu v1eu1ng the tour for our org1nlzat1ona1 perspect:ves now,
wh1* 1s of the essnnce is 'to- sce "how -the tour created new:momsnts
“;for our . work nd yet” how those " breakthroughs- -demand- furthex de-
“‘_v010pﬂent in’ the months to come’ "+ In the yenrs!after HGF * ’path-
'-brcaking dlscoverv of a’movement  from practice that is itself- ai:
form. of theory --.for struggles in Africa and America; in:the*
“'shops,.and; u“'“hu'cup uses, . This year we hava seen .the. nro;ect;on
of three new pamphlets dirgctly: rooted’in’ RLWLKHM, with hardly any
time’ lapae atal1l%7" Indeed, two' 0f our new: pamphlets ~+~*the -fourth
ed;t;on of’ American Civilization-on Trial:and Peter' s pamphlet on
THarx and the hlrd Uorld T == are already 1n hnnd. ST e

3'7 Out of the tour came uew relations w1th ﬂlnek 1nte11ectuals,
1nterV1ews on ‘wlack radio. statlons,'and the important videotape
with rrof,. Cedric koblnson, who wanted to know: not. Just about -

‘ "Hart and’ the’ Blaek World,*™ but about Marxist- Humanism's: history .
“wlthln that strughle.’ But it -was Charles Denby: who suggested that
.that be the focus of- the net edition of ACOT, - Which we mow have in
. hand,” and which we beg1n to sell nnd d1scuss with people at the
,March on Uash1ngton last ueeL. ok R SR

“In many uays the new editiom is not the ‘same a5 the old one,
gbeg1nn1ng with “the ads that’ reveal what: o different organization
We. are now than in 1963, “Uhen, we focus- now. on a.-"1980s View of
the Two- Way Road between the U.S. and Africa," it is. the Llack«
_phllosophze dimension that becomes ¢ritical, tracing the paths
by “which both Fano1 and e came to pro;eet a revolutionary "new
;Human1sm‘" {' § LA . ) O A -.=,x .
W “In L.A.; Gene and Karl Have alrendy dlstrlbuted a most crea-
‘tive lea’flet for "ACOT 'in the Black: commun1ty, and:the Center "is
- preparing a ma111ng iist for review copies and publl ‘cation announce-
“ments. This new edition will open many new doors for .us, if we do
w‘nutsepnragg its worldview from the proJecu1on of the tr*logy of
“revolution us_a whaole = 7.7 ] I . :
P th;sf" = L : e &
N “Pow 1ook® beautiful new pamphlet by Peter: Mara'and the
‘rhird ‘World: "'MNw Pérspectives on wrxtings from:-his Last Decade,
Jan up this ‘real- concret1zation “of RLWLKM's view.of ‘Marx's work
_with the excitement’ wc saw on the tour for working out. Marxism's
relatlon to Third horld revolutions 'in our day, and’ you.see:that
_there ‘are many areas open to'us with this pamphlet, -One. thinks
Rout the wg ﬁ irenlan ‘exile-activists, -about-the: eorrBSPﬂﬂdGHCB
‘this year wit Ind an :women-who answered.our.-ad-in Manushi, .about
our . activity with Central American support- wavements. ‘With:this
-pamphlet also, we will be ereauing speclal mallznp -lists and seek-
ing rcviews.“:, AR - .
e e et N

It is of course too early- EO speak so. spaeifieally about the:
1949 50 miners.strike pamphlet now.in progress. . You heard.Aady.

~*and thrOugheut the 19%60s, our namjphlets concretized MEF's

L e h

p
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~-Telate the continuous mincr to -odny‘s robotxzatzon, ‘and we can thlnk
‘of . Ned :ealliing himself a’"mobile worker," after having been shipped ™
‘to. Oklahoma by -GM. .The writing of. the. '49 50 panphlet _has. meant.
.43 .well a ‘view, of the,whole of ,our, verlk, of the Ieap to.HMarxist- Hu-
_manxsm that .had ‘an, important part .of its. oxigin in. that.strike. :We'
- ean - 1nvc1ve all.-- ‘old mewbers, new nembers, and’ not- yet mambers,
1n;dzgcussAons even before. the panphlet is flnlshed. indeed, )
would. be wrong. to view. -any of the three pamphlets as 1ntended for
'ssparate audiences, _Each in its.oun wn} iz.an: expre551on of the;V
totality of ™ our ph11050phy. T UL SRS S ..,u; el
At the same; timo that we. are excited. about the new pamphlets,
it would .be the wrongest. attz;udg to considér RLWLHM. as;if it were

Can: "old book ®The.very. opposite. is: praved .objectively: “and subJec-__dn

tively since its: publlcatxon. At a time ' when the Latin American.
-revplutions have brought-onto 'the world stage new: Subjects fighting
for. fre dom, .the. fact that Spanlsh will. be the' flrst language . .into
whxch the: entxre trllogy has been translated is no'accident. .[In
,the mouths. .to.come. We will have- the opportunzty ‘to. work with_the;
bouk RS .wWe conuznue .our - activ1uy 1nside the- freedonm movemen* -
whether anti-war, or Latin America' ‘the Black struggles in Azania
and Amer:ca,;or uomen's JLiberation; .in. the, -shops, or. contxnu1ng
our.presence on the campuses. Here_aga1n we are speak:ng of - follow—
throunh.: N . ' . R

- 1he_-9110ct10n nf paragraphs for RLWLKM Raya has wrltten ‘since
publzcation underlines .vhe conﬂtanurd1gg1ng,_the.permnnent revolu-
Ction.in thought that charziterizes the category of follow-through
in.its fullness,:. . W& traced earliér. how. MHarx's_ summation of-the 1871
CPuris: Commune -meant,. not an end_to those 1deas,.but a. whole new,a-
genda for his last decade. Vhen we say that "revolut1on is .never .
The first act alohe," doesn't it -relate also to our work -in »hlf.x
perlod, now that we have ‘all three books” : oo :

In the montzs since the national tour there has bcen some ve“y
exciting follow-through. The study proups that were formed immed-
iately after -- in L .A,, Chicapo, Ann Arbor-and Salt-Lake City -=-
all .drew serious new frjends, some of whom are here today. I hope '
‘they will speak of their experxﬂnces. And where we considered ’
“Have T humb: Wil TTavel™ as a continuing category, rather than as .
a period that ended with the tour, didn't we make a real impact this
summrer on NSA with-Suzanne's paper, at Svweto Day where -Lou spoke,
or -with' the farmers conference which Bob and Azadkax YYOte yp as.

a most origznal Lead? " Furthermure, foliow-through 1nternat10nally
meant trips on the ground of the books to Portugal, Spain, Italy,
France, Germany, Britain, Mexico, and Japan -- trips that will
surely have ramiflcations for us, : : )

hcverthel ¢css, we havc just begun’ to brenk through the wall of
silence that surrounds the book, as evidenced by the very few seri-
ous reviews yet published., Raya's trip to New York this month to
‘pPresent her paper on "Marx's New [lumanism . and the.Dialectics of
Women's Liberation in Primitive and Modern Sccieties"-is. in part
another way of forcing these reluctant radical intellectuals to en-
-gage: in a bpttle of idens, on our chailenge to post-Marx Marxism.
It i5 a battle we will all kave to find new ways to fight, new a-
reas to byreck into, this year,




L The nll too-= modest organlzat1onal grawth we hava achxeved
'since: ‘“the ‘tour -~ in Detroit- and 'Los’ AngEles --.cannot’ poss’bly .
*satisfy us at . a time when:tlhe urgency. of-both the’ objectlve situa-“'
J“tion- andithe: néed to- -Tevitalize Harxisu on ‘Marx's ‘ground-is’iso’ ev1ﬁ
- dent “Itcany; howcver, ‘be a‘beginning’ for our work*nextliyedr ‘when™
we: recognzﬁe that évén the neuest méwpber-standsvon: the same” ground
‘those who founded ‘this: organlzatlon if that ground is the-simma-
tion ‘of "30 ' years of ‘Marxist:llhmanism as we’ are working it outat’. .
this’ Const1tutiona1 Convent;on. e feEn A =

I-daa struck u;Lthha”way"nuy"”tied' e’ qdestion of orgu
.‘*-on ‘to follov-through inTher” lette to-“the ycuth, “when' she pointed-
“toh the unfinished nature of Marx's work “in hls last decade andhsgld'
““ b "It compels us tofwork it out, ~labaxrt at what Mart has“only
vdnc nctes. ‘This- is what we musg all work at. for our age Here is
why we'!so - uroently need 2 new’type of ‘member; and’ . i
selves- gs o mow type of-member, “to ‘tontinue the- deVelopment gfwhat .
uhe neu ‘Book, n completlng’the trllogy of revolut:on‘ hus begUn "o

) ’If ‘sur. emphaszs in theé’ na:t ‘has” been in part on the new form'
of organization that had’ begun ‘with the réjection of the’ vanguard

party,'the enph351s for this period has to be on each one-ofius’:
werking out; in the movement, the way philosophy -=- the; Marxist- -
’"uumanzst ph;losophy pf: Ilberatlon ~=/becomes ground foz orpaniza-
- for reévélition,: foria’nevw humén: society.' “Tiis-is-the: hissio
'torlcaLly phllosaphlcally-organlzatlonally un1que perspectiveuthat
‘welset-for - oursclves today. ‘1% would ‘1ike-to’invite- all-whoare
“notyet’ members”to join-us: 1n'ho~“inﬂ te makc that perspective*a=f

reallty for all humdnaty._fjm

=




Repcrt to News and Letters Commlttees'
Convention, Sept. &, 1983, by .
Co-Natlﬂnal Crg anlvek, Olga Domanskl

'0.. N. "OUR CONS ™ : TUTTON

FoMeels o Ikds fittlng that thls session on the Constltutio .and -
t*he amendpments we wish to make to it in ‘thie, the Marx centenary
e year, - comes rwght in the middle. of our . Conventlon delmberatlons ——
"~ ‘both- bccause it is the cpnter201nt (that ig,” tre reason we trans—-g
. formed: the ‘natlonal gatherlng this year Irom a-Plenum-io:a Conven~
~tion} =="and because ‘it can become .a mediation from: -our Perspec—l
“tives to real- organlzatlonal growth, For the truth is-that,. though
“the- amendment we- aré here to decide upon ig a. so-called "paraﬂ--a
.graph", it is +the-'kind of- paragraph that must . zo. succlnctlv Sum~ "
marize both the. profound new stage of cognltlon .that has. been
reached. gnd the new objective questions posed in thig décade
(whether by:revelutions . of the 70s from.. Portugal to:-Irah or by
a-movement like.Women's leeratlon) - out of which:objective de-
velopments- that new stage of cognition flowed and. then - further
‘developed: -- that it becomes the klnd of summatlon‘uhat 18 a new
'beglnnln Cen . R : . :
. You all have in hand by now the narapranh that the
REB 1s suhmlttlng -~ ‘and, -believe me, it was not. an’'easy- ‘paragraph
%o come ‘up ‘with,: . We. have been strugeling- with ‘its formulation
all summer long. "It is not only that it is so.much more difficult
~to focus in one ‘short parasraph rather than in-a whole thegis on
" what‘you look tack to .see as the essence of what you hava done,‘
but that:it isn't: just “essenca" but the: movement to "notion": “that
we are . trying to-express. ."If we can-do that we ‘will he‘articulat-
ing 'what. we mean by ghilosonhx as action -— which-has been: the~-~
focal point of our .Committees since our: blrth, tut which; ~with-
‘Rosa-Luxemburg, Women's Liberation and Marx's Philégophv-of Revon- S
lut1on, has reached a yet ‘newer stape, ob;ectlvely and subaectlvely. -

- To Frasp “that new. p01nt, I believe 1t w111 help us to’
,flrst re+L.n t2:our very first Co“ou1+utional.Conventlon A
1956 ~~:when thls maFnlflcent Constitution of ours was first work-
ed out:so profcundly -as the founding of a totally new kind-of” or—
ganization that the:truth is.that'we have not-had to change a
.zingle peint in the entire 27 years ‘since then, “Rather, every:
amendment made has been a qguestion of an expansion made ‘hecessary
by a_ whole new-stage that had teen reached objectively and sub-
jectively. . There have ‘been only. three times when that has happen-
ed,\as each one of our trilogy has appeared. .

How did we manage o, createc such a document that was

‘ hoth bindines ~=- in the 'sense that it established those Marxist-

" Humanist principles en which we all egree == and yet obden to all"
the working out of the new anuestion that the- obaectlve movement -
would be -demanding answere to, and that we would te asking others
"%0° join with ug in'helping to . -~ work out? The "answer", of
courss, . lies in our concept of . "philoso phy as actxon." But that.
‘cannot be laft-as a ¢liche —- =3 lot'z zeo mhat *hat has meant

" to us,  moat concretely: : o




;2_.
BRI : Flrst. s+art11ng as it ‘may ‘ve to some who were not“'
.'w1th us bauk in 1955 when News and Letters Committees were terh . .
‘out of the 'split in the state-capitalist tendency ‘which had begun. g
what we ‘then thoughtwas going to be a new kind of paper and or-. .-
L ganization, with: Correspendence. Committees ~- we never had a
ﬂCondtitution“in Gorrespondence. - Evidently, it was supposed to
" be gz.sign of how new and “"freee" we were. Ingtead, it proved to
- be the way “Mone~man”- rulé ‘was ‘egtablished without owr ‘even know-.
ing it, v Che of the documents we. .seem to keep golng: hac? to. and
fseezng new points there, i's “the Bulletin. Pete: Mallory C'Brien-
wrotéeon® # Johrise :-a Political Appraisal;". We refer to-it. on
the quest*on of war “and’ revolutlon and-the 'split in: the: Prnlngue
L ofrour 29§ Yesr History.  But I want.to-quote to:youone: br%ef
'“paragranh from another sectlon ‘here =- .the ‘section. calle@ "The .
t¥raﬂsformation ‘of the Marxist Method into its:Opposite".  Tuet: 15;-
. to this description of. ‘the foundiﬂg conventlon of those e
Mnew™ Corrnspondence CQmmltteesz Lt : L

"wlthout any previous presentatzon of Pundamen¢a1 posi— Lt
~tlons with- co-leaders, far less with. ranks, Johnson present-—
-ed-his: theslg -~ -for the first time on the':conventicn floor

iteelf -~ -that this® is only a-periocd:of*'examining our<-v -

selves” and sometime in the undefined future we would - face
the publiec and actually return to '"traditional Marxist
politics!,sys The-gnalysis of:'state-capitalisn:was sud-

.denly simplified. to mean nothing more than inward ‘contém—

> plation of: ouréelves wzth a total dlsregard of obaectlve
o developments.“ﬂ.m; :
. ’ jJust contrast that to our - relatlon to . ob;ect1ve de—:”
_.velopments that is-so inseparable “that when.we sat-down to, write
. our- hlstory in 1980, we found that we :had to Five it two: tltles,u
for it is both a higtory of "25 Years of-marxlst Hamanlsm 1n the’
U,S.,™ and at:the very -same. tlme. lt 15-
revolutwcnarJ evelopments el
But that is not the only tota’ contrast. Just consld--
er. what it means that our Constitution provides-a full 90 days :
perlod between. a Call and the:Convention, .with resolutions: and’ *
discussion material +to be presented in bulletin form at. least 60
.days 'before: the Convention to permit-the-fullest discussion by’
- the membership. . The truth is that in practice, ever since 19?5
{and I believe this was one of: the. direct concretizations: of :
~Phi.losoph d¢ Revolution.on the question of Organization) we have
- expanded that by=-law 1n our Constltutlon to . the actual publica-' :
~%tion of:the Draft Thesls right -in the pages .of the: paper ‘itselfy:
so. that all, anywhere 1n the world. can participate in . those. dls-
cussions- w1th us, N
- . Mcroover. tbe Parspectlv &8 ¢hesis vhﬁu year of oux o
Founding Convention, where we met- together +to adopt that Gonstl-
tution,. is the one.that we called "Theoretical and Practical:
. Perspectives: WHERE TO BEGIN." . That gquestion surely takes on-
.a totally. new significance now, when Rosa Luxemburg, Viomen's -~
dberation and Marx'e Philesovhv of Revolution has dug deep into‘
that a8 the very question.lNarx posed for himself, and was znswer~
. ing, not only at the beginning of his 40 year development of. a:
,'whole new continent of thought and revolution -- but again, at
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the- ve“y end of “the- 40" years; .wheh. he dlscovered thoee "new‘
‘moments", ~The poeint is that.it is not only how you-answer’ "where;
to begin" (that is, how you spell out the revolutlooary dlaleotlc=
for. your own age) ‘that: unchalns the ‘dialectic -~ "but that it ig
unchained ahew at each:new- stage of cognition, - :So’ that I be—.
~dlieve what we-are doing right at this Constltutlonal Conventlon
is also pos;ng once more’ that kind ‘'of "where ‘to begln"--ln the - -
-sense. that’ what weé.are trying *o formulate in our’néw amendment
IS oud consciousness of the very new. discoveries we have made’
-w1tn +the hew book ==_:iyat w1th “the:Full’ awareness .thati as hlgh
cErpeintias was: reached wiTn the concept that the “philosopher of - .
revolution in permahence had created ground for ‘organization;: that
“does not mean we ‘have-got- all the anewars worked: out for our age. s
_“dhere bo begln“ is where we egzn. e -;, L '

’ : *dhat" fe hawe alreadv been seelng un;old,'uhough 1t may
appear to te’ only’ the hmerest of beginnings, is how that conacious-
‘ness of the new agtage we have reached- gets translated into!the:
most concrete’ actions --! whéther that 'is the impact the’ book has
already hadén . the: newspaper {which is seen in the expansion to'-
‘our 12 pafer as well as in -the new title -for the’ Theory/Praetloe
column) -- or. whether it is seen in: the "new: type.of member! we .
.'have  beaen’ talklne about, by whloh we 1nclude oursélves -= or )
whether it means the three new “pamphlets we’ will have’ “this year.
- oy whether we are: talking atout that 95 page’ Dlscusslon»Bulle-
t1n we euddenly 1ound had- outpoured forthls conyentlon.=

SR C Bk, agaln, let . us. Teturn to. our very beglnnlngs to
- see’ the fullness of what posing “Where to Begln" meant -in: 1956:

Consider that we had already begun to WO“h out the an-
awer ﬁo “that queotlon in the year: elnoe the break._ Yie.'already .
_knew: "1n *ene”al.“ even’ then, ~where we were- going. Ve certalnlyi
knew we didn't want to go back' to examine ourselves again,-but.’
“Pegan o' publish N&L at once-as a uniqué-combination of worker -
and intellectunls, And’ ‘although we gave.ourselves a full: year- to
work out what our Constltution would be, we d;d not wait to pub-:
lish the: 1953 Lettérs on the Absolute “Idea,' ' -By: 1956, the two:
thlngs we knew without a doubt were: 1)that we would ‘have. a. Con—;
stitution that would project what Wwas. unigquely- ours == the- Pro=:
found, :tasic princliples thet would- tind us together, and. 2): “that: .
“the -two:poles of our’ Constitution would be News & Letters AND
&grg;sm and Freedom <= which was aSSLgned right in that Constitu—
tion 1tself.

But- look what: happened between that aseignment and the
actual working out of that bhook we ¢alled "not a program -but our
‘theoretical foundation." -~ In place of:the "assignment” to-(and
-this is how it was worded in 1956)-"express Marxism as a world.
view and as an exposition of the workera' struggles in . America
- in this period of Automation® --'in‘1958°we have what youw see in’
-the Constitution - before you ~-' namely, vhat Marxism and Freedom' .
.objectively accomplished: 1l)the establishing -of the concrete T
American:roots of Marxismi 2) the re-estahlishing -="Ffor the. flrst
time’ anywhere since Marx == of Narxism in its originzl form of’
a2 new Humanism: . and-3) making that integral +to our own ago-of-
Automation and: workers ravolt. The difference between the essign-
ment in 1956 and the - summatlon in 1958 of the’ aotuelity that was,?9E38




R

‘achieved, reveals how. larxism and Freedom changed not only the .
whole development-of. the paper,. but the whole.course:of this or-.

ganization, -

R R ﬁht;pefﬁﬁﬁSjtﬁéfmbsﬁ,réiefaﬂtfbf,éii:fﬁéﬂé?énféfdflA o
© that periocd. for.us ‘today vhen” we’ have~the whole trilogy in handy

‘is that it wag in 1958, when we amended. the Constitution with. :
%11 those" firsts” that Marxism and Freédom had sstablished, that -
we saw.ouY iask to. be selling it not as:"book". but. ‘to be Mselling
i" g founders.” .. That is the kind of philosophy ag.action that. we.
- grappled. with again in.197 when we, amended  our. Constitution: for; -
i the, first.time.in 15 years and ‘that wé must grapple with.anew to- ..
day.ds. we. prepare to add the. third ofioux trilogy, - . ‘.o e

g : " Indeed, if we are to truly be able to summarize not

. only the new book, but.to do it in such’' a way that.we ecatch in
that summary the kind of Hegelian recollection and inwardization-
that projects. what. the whole trilogy is, we must also grapple with

what we: have.been referring to throughout. the pre-convention

discussion this surmer . as. the fact. that Rosa Tuxembur , Women's
Liberation and Marx's Philosophy of Revelution is !grounded a.
. Philosophy. and Revolution"--.and that, while it may seen. to flow
‘most directly out of Chapter 9, it flows much-more fundamentalily:
out.of Chapter. 1, where P4R achleved such a deep.penetration;of.
heretofore unexplored lands that the final.three Syllogisms of
Hegel’s'Philosonhg—df—MindZWEre,wbrkedQQutﬂadew,3for our afe. .
‘Though this relationsnip to Hegel is not spelled out in our Con-
stitution. =~ for the very good.reason that our relaptionship there
Cis. fully to Marx -and to Marx alone -~ we do have know it is,- 80..
%o speak, "“there.". : : ) : s T -

0 siwoiv  The truthiis that whztleach -generation of Marxists. has
confronted is how -to:dlscover what, jn.the-Hegelian“gialecticinq;

. can help.to work out the problem of .its own age,. Thus, though.... -
‘Lenin's. task was to answer how. his organization, the Second Inter-

national, could be. transformed into its opposite,  and how he

could then transform,that betiayal into.its opposite, social re-.
volution. {for which his return to. Hegel was thrcugh Science of
Logic), theiguestion that confronted our generation was "What. -
_happens. after?",.and how to put an end. to all the soured, un=--:

. £finished and aborted revolutions of our day,. That required not :
stopping with Science of ILogiec, but continuing to those. three . .
_'finil syllogiemse, wnich were Hegel's sunmation of his whole: life's
work, b R : o . ; e e T

- ... It is true _that the Lirst plunge into those paragraphs
that unchained the dialectic. for Marxist-Humanism is what we know
a5 "the Letters on the Absolute:Idea” and.it began right there in
1953, .. Bui it took two.full decades of further developing the. . .
theory an ractice of Marxist-Humanism before thoss three. para—
graph5¢i#575,~5?3. 577) .were bhoth developed philosophically in .
Chapter 1, and concretized in Chapter 9 of PXR.as all the new pas-
giens and forces. And 1t is only now, with the new book, .in the.
Marx centenary year, and with the tctality of Marx'e works in full
view, that the relationship of that philosophy to or anization
can be.seen rooted so clearly in Marxfs "revolutlon-in permansncs.”
It is only how thet we have become so fully consclous that this
_ig what our Marxist-Huamanlst organization has been painstakingly
“working out over these full 30 years.and that we have ranched a




ML:new stage of cognltlon - though we nqst algo be fully consc1ous=
Lthat. ground for- organlzatlon ig not yet actuallty. ”hat is. stlll
'-a task that remalns to ‘be: done. .

- It is a cause for amazemenu to confront what the new
-j_book has brought out to full view:s that Marx's Critique of the
_ Gotha Proeramme hag never, until now, with: this work, been con-..
_sidered an "organizational document;" that is, one disclosing
‘}jMarx 5 phllosophy»on organization.- ‘But 'is- the-error-any less - 7.
“.'if we .do consider our own Constitution an-organizational:document -
~. and yet fail'to” ‘eErasp’ ity at one and the:samc -time; ‘as:a deeply - :
./ philosophic document that cannot be separated from its organlzauij-~
=;tlonal bature? And - project 1t preCLSely ag- such? I :

“Phe challenge to all post—Marx Marxlsts. above all on-

o the questlon of the integrality of philosophy and organization --

. ineluding even Yenin and Luxemburg without whom .we.could not have .
- reached what we have achieved; and including even Engels, without .
. wnom we' would certaznly not ‘have -had Volumes XTI and IIT of Ca i=

- %al; and certainly: 1nc1ud1ng as well WL, which is the newest of

- the four -forces of revolution to take. +the historic. stage: today -~
‘ig. the new’ challenge Roega ITyuxemburg, Women®s Liberation and Marx's -
=Philoeoghy of Reveolution has issued —— the challenge we- want. to o
*artlculete in our summary paragraph.'

: The' urgency of the ehallenge 110ws preclsely out of the
new hlgh stage of the- objectwve developments since 1973s: .
‘ E.ce:_____l:abcm
E the 1974-?5 crisis has mesnt not only no more booms,. but that. .
‘Marx's Absolute General Law of Cap;talism is here - the Rgggggggz
army of’ the unemployed.a-g
g : For *outh. the antl-Vletnam War st“uggles
-~ have no% just assumed'. ‘the new/old form-of opposition.to. Reagan's
S wars” agalnst Central Amerlca. but have reached a total antz—nuke,'
o antl-dra*t, antl-war. Flobal dimen51on.

Fof the B]ack dlmen51on
Bleck Consc;ousness. as- movement “that exploded In Soweto

8.
"in 19?6 whlch has reached a new world stage.
' - For- Wbmee' ewberat1on, el
the new is not only all the unique contributlons our age‘s WLl -has .=
- made, but-the fact that by now i% has truly reached-a crossroads.
where it has become urgent for WL to move to a full phllosophv of-:
. revolution or (as Marx put-it. in relationship:to the Russian com-
‘mune) "miss the greatest chance histery has ever offered”" a ‘revo---
lutionary: force to meke: it =- just as the speed with: which the
. new revolutions of the'?0s in Portugal and lran faced counter-
" revolution makes it urgent to.grasp revolution:in permanence.
“both as depth and new forees and- ¥second negation” —-- whether we
- are talking about the women. or’ the Kurds. or relligion.

: Theee are the reasone all. nost—warx Marxists are. heinv_nﬁfﬁw
challenged to return to Marx's Marxism and why the ‘expansion of
“our:Constitution is no%t just "adding a paragraph" but muat be seen,
instead, as the type of summation that truly synthesizes all three
~werks of our irilogy and dsmonstrates sur: historic righ* +o ba-
1ha continuatora of harx s Mar:x ism for our afe. .

- Lat us read’ together. then. “the paragraph the 'REB hag - -}
asubmitted for discussion and decision herer N 753/().;:,




" }o be added as mew par agraph after first
.. parsgraph on.p. b, which ends. with. "revolu—'
= pionary-maturity ofuthe aze | a.nd ita pas!

tota.l]qr new rnla.tionahip hetween technologica]ly under—developed

and developed ]a.nds , which Ma.r:. wa.s wor‘ld.ng out, needs further

as’ calling fo.. aer 11:1..5.1. re—exa.mination of the relationshi'o o

Lt oL eardy”
spontaneity a.nd vangun.Ld party in the 1evolutions of -bhe/ 201:]:1

century, the Ru.aaie.n Revm.ut.ion led ‘ay Ienin and 'the Ge man 'Led
by Luxerrburg;, 1n 1ight of the aoured and unf:!.nishea revolutiona

'j of dur age._. fa: see the ubaolute challenge ‘c.o ouy uge as the need

tc» oencretize Mn'-x & ""avolution in pex-manem.e not alona as tha

+.

rmln&nu fo- ‘:.haar-' ‘n d prn_--:tir-e, ‘out as g~ ound foz: orgs.ni"aticn
in ploce oi‘ "the pm:t.y to .'Lead, " in o:'der to achieve the.totul_up-

i rooting 01‘ ‘bhia exploita.tive 2 racist, sexist’ society and the ‘creation

of‘ trul:,' ney. Hum-= .'.‘-:.u.tiona. ’ ) '_ o S 7 '?1




organizu"ion, News and Let‘.:er

"program ..; \the reat of

the preemblc con‘cd.nusn as 1g. )




J.. At the end of pa.ragraph 1& of the Preamble, insert s. fcctnnte

el

see 'both the Prologue to:2> Yeara of Ma.rxist-ﬂume.nis

wet

Its G“igina &nd Developmn’t in tha U-S.. 19hl 'to Today-‘--

;{raa'r.' hews &~ Letters was ¢ 'ea,ted ap tha'b the voices of revolt from

belcw coul.d 'be heard not separe.ted from 'Lhe art culat:!.on of a-

Pjhilo_BOPhy'nf i_i.bergtion.' (the rest 6f the paragraph continues

as iz from "It is _6uf_éim"'to "of 'the wnr-king-class.")

3. On pa.ge 3, la.st pa.rag-aph, where. Philasop]:w a.nd Revolntion is-
" 'mentioned for the first tin-e ’ include the full nape of' t.he 'book.

Philosophy and’ Revolution s rrom Hege.l to Sa.ri-ré and from Mar:_:'to Mad.




-'Bép.o':._'.jt. on Neus & Lét‘teﬁ:slhew*paper by Lugene . Vialkers : e
757113 REVOLUTICEARY JOURN »’; ISl OF IS LETIERS: Fi ;CL'G "}m CBJ‘..C'“IV“’ SITUATIOIJ-
L'N'IERI“‘G 'IHE B!LITLL'J OF IJJEAS BUILD].;\G J‘. LAFXIS T—HUIJ.A.IST ORGAI IZI:\T—ON s

I Revolutionaxy J ou:ma.lism. Facing Ob;ective '*i'hua.tj on.

L Bevolutiona:ry Journalism 'beg;ins with the . obaective s:!.tua.t.icn. This past yea;r
“wra’ have:witnessed forces of revolt and forces of oppression sweep: the continents-.
f:con the Céntral ‘and” bouth imeriée of Guatemala, Bl Salvader,. ?.icaragua and Chile, "
“to’ the ffrica, of Azania and Chad, tc the) EBhrope, of -Peland, -the Lidd_’l.e‘ua.st ‘of Leba-. -
tion, Ixa.q ‘and Tran, -the Asia of the. Philippines and Pakistan, as)well a3’ ou:r o
c-:.mtinr.nt Noxrth. America: . Hox.‘has Hews & Letters faced ‘the- obgectiv&‘_"situa.tion :
) : 2t vio  have) wrj.t.ten b Tour -are a.s: C;ntzeu nmer...ca,. }?oland“......
a.nd. the Un.ited. btates'? i

‘iithin our paper no foxce for ::cvolution has bepn mere deeply Iaprescntcd tha,n
t.ha-t. coming fror Latin fmortca.. It is Céentral “mericans -who have most ‘concretely
been facing rt,volution/counter-—ru.volution daily. Ve have made, sure those voices !

. of Contral Amexica's revolt arc within the pages of our paper. Each: of the art*
eles by Guatcmalans that has ‘appearcd in the last year, and’ which Zo- to make’

- the pamphlet Guatomalan Revoluticnaries Spesk, has in turn rcprosented ‘dtmensions
: of our involvencnt as Larxist-Humanists in thc ongcing struggles in Latin America.._
La.nucla. Sa.quic s a.rticlc 1as. a result of the work of the Nous,and Letters Youth. o
“Copmittec at Cal State which sporgsored her.” It was part of the work that the Los
Angeles local has ‘been doing on the Latino dimension. Fron How Yorl' the ':ozL of
Bexrt and othcr.; w‘th a Guatcmalan suppert committes, including Guatcnalans. ;,nabled.
us to have’ tho. intervicws with Rigoberta hionchu and Nicolas Balam: as wcll as “the:
sta.tcncn* from the low York Guatcmalan support commlttec. Tom the Chice.go local:
came the 1ntervicw 1ith Iztoy which in turn-hclped in Chicapgo's continuing ‘work
Jrith Guatomal.ms in exile. Thus; .thé artielos whoro’ Guatemalans  spoke for them-.
sclves-came from the organlzaticnal work of locals uho ‘did not . c.unfine thoir ‘work
t'ith the La.'hin I.ncrican cincn.:.ion to collccting moncy anc" go*ng on d.c.monstlations.

"I'hc Conter - was' zble to’ contribato to the forn o:E “the pahphl\.t in’ sc.cins that
““the veices frem below were not scparatcd from the histczic and global ‘dnensions
‘of “the sStrugglo which we - put forth in both the r.ssay articic’ on the Peasant Dimen-
sicn in Latin Anerica. which rcachod back to lierx and the peasantry and to Boli\ria..
1952, ‘as well’ as Guatemzla of [the 1980s, and in the larxist-Humanist Axchivcs ar--
ticlc which ‘bccanc. 50 P_‘Livu ct.._y 'uithin 'thc contcxt c:C' th:ls pa.nphlc

f‘cntral ‘Amcrica is a- uL'b"cct hlch :::adical as \‘cll ‘as bcurgoois papcrs huvo
taken up this pc.st yceax. -Jhet we wait’te grasp 1s hew a barxist-Hunanist nows-
pa?.pcr Undértakes e write oen this objee tive siftuation vhich scparates it sharply”
fron others. 45 ve notcd above, we begin by Contral: Ant.ricans spealing for thom-
sclves . ~Further, we hove: scught to show that the Latine Linension is not only:
_South of us, but hithin the U.S. e have shown the link betucen the cppesition
T te hcagan's. policin.s in Latin- pmerica and oppesiticn’ ‘to Leagen hercat home. Yo
- can sce- this type of o p:cacnt:.tion in the lcad artiele last Junc; *'U.S,. and Gon-
tral imcrican youth resist Reagan's nov var pla.ns + in which the theughts of Blaclk
‘and Latire ycuth in Chiceage o¥c 'pr'tiscntcd wscparated fxon tho ongeing resistanco
.in tentral America.  Our oppositicn to Gcagan's pelleios in Central Ameriea wore




. oxpressed in nany short articles ' in Cur Lifv anéd Tines this past yCaT.. khen
“health and safety woerhors visited Hicaragua and brought back an important dis-
'-'cussion of health-and safety 1n o Phizd JSexrld rovalution,. ve recoghized it and

mede sure that worhexs inijthe U.5, would have a chance to find out about this
story.in the pages of. Iious & Lettors. OCur cditorial statements, "The-Gomino -

. thooxy and Central-America’. in Zpril and "Call cff thc dogs of. uar" in August-
September,  tricd to (.a.tch new stages of xevolut.ton and’ countcr—:evolution that

uore cnerging. ind our ‘most: dd fini‘hive statemont ‘on’ Contral Amcrica vas Tound . .

in the July Lxeft T ors:gcctives which-shoned that the centox’ polnt of the Rca{;an

CAdministration’s desipns was not LI’ Salvador 6x even Cential fmerica, but’ har];cncd

o back to the new n.rxt_s\_nt\.d by the blon the Cuban Kevolution gave to U.d .7 imperiais

“ism”and the fact that from. the 1synncdy Ldministration to the’ present,all,” espe~ :
cially the U.S. mi.].:l.ta.::y. “have uantoed -to overthrew that Iovolution.' This 1ldumi-
nation of U.%. imperialism’s aims was presentcd unscparated from the nck forms of
réevolt in Contral and South fAmerica and what ve in Feuws and Letters Committoos
vore deoing in the strugpgle. And the cntire context was in the Draft x’e.m'nctives

.1;ith its scction’on Licaring laxx 'I‘h.’u'ﬂu

~hen our focal point in thc o'b.]cctivc situation uas I‘ola.nd uc again began
by making sure that e could heax the volces of Foland's revelutionary activists.
‘Thus in flovember o printed a ‘communication from Poland on how the uncmplcyed Here
organizing themselves. 4nd in, Ja anuaty-Fcbruary ve had a dircct: lettexr from Foland
_from two ::omu': writing abcut conditions of womon under ma.rtial 1at:, 1e had. anot.hgx
- rcport from a steel vorler describing the Tov. 10 prDtCStﬁ: 4in his'plant on.the
sccond anniversary of thc r1eglstration of Soldidarity. In April we published an
open letter fxom a voman 1npxisoncd under martial- les calling foxr furthox risis-
tancc. - In: 01.1 Lifc ond Times, vo comncntéd.on the objective situation representcd
by the Fope's visit and his cullahozation i th the Jarusoiskl. _.cr,:‘..rc..' tating: o
%It is painfully clear that!the deal betiicen the Chuxch and ‘the State 1s aimed
" against. the masses." Again it wes tho Dreft J.‘GIpr.C tives vhich summéd up hoi
this Larxdist-lumanist organization both analyzed and résponded to the objective:
 situdtion: “Take the groat cutpourings in Foland at this very moment.’ 'I'ha.t mass-
ive outpuuring is not only to hear tho Popc, much léss to actcpt tho’ ropc 8in~
.. torpretation of . the origin of Lolldarnosc -~ which far from having becn startod’
by thc Catholic Chuzch, had its truc origins in the gonuinely neu crgandsation
~of workors and intcllectuals known as KOR. Thcsc dcmcnstrations are to xeai'i‘irm E
thc.i'r '-ontinuous atruggle for frcm.lon. . :
Thore 15" no uJ.Cuuu for the -:-upho:;a o.L the -
'Cntholic Chu"ch. x:hich is callinf; ‘theso outpouxincs ‘apiritual’; nor 1s thexe.any
- xeason for thu Communist tetalitarlans to thinl: that by z1louing” thc Fope to visit
" Foland thoy viould acconplich any significant lifting of the sencticns. that have
beon imposcd on Poland by the Jest. dbove all, what ell of thom -- tho Yopc, the
Comnunist ‘a:rty. and the icstoxn rulc...rs -~ agruc on at this moment is. that nothi"lg
Z'will ba sald oY dene about the trials the Comwunist rulers axe planning a.c;a.inst
t.m mvoluticna.:_; CAisslidents, Luron, lLods olmrs\.i. and othcz KCR foundc:.s.

_ and Just as "ith Central l.morita, vo do not soe .kolanu in rcvolt by i'b.-self

in. 1Bnlntion. In cur lay issug ué linked the strugsles of vorkers in Toland to
that of worlors. in SGouth -Africe. . Tho cone rete.noint | of.. n_ffinj,tv botuecn Soutdy . .
ATxAc an ulack woxl:iers and Solidarity in foland vas tho zuvolut.\.ona.xy :linc.nsian.
that infuscd (o concopl of what iz a trade unlon.. Cur vriting on South Africa
this yvar has tricd to shor that now stage of Dlack lsboxr which tho movement has-




. deve.:.opad in the most recent peoriod, hou thi.. dimcnsion of Black labor has in-
tensii‘ied the struggle in South ifzica.. Ve have tricd to show the parallel be-
treén  that and the staze of rbvolu+ionary thought vhich is becoming.ever moze

:t‘ully manifest among 1liberatlon fighicrs in anc fiom south Afxica. . This new

“'stage of activity and thought kas brought forth the developing relation ve axe

having ulth the Biack Consciousness Hovement. In the lay lssuc we introduced

our readers-to.the first issue of Agania Frontline -— the ncuslettex of . the

Azania. Liberation 'Support Commiticey -.In Junc. we prosentcd ncws from South

“Africa by Teprinting excerpts from Soli.daxi rity, the official c1&.n of 'bhn—. Bl-..ck

uuns..icn..sness I"’ovr.mcnt of Azania.

W In Jul;. Lou ‘]:umer, "‘ter uaxticirating in the Black Consc.iousne.:s Lovc.- :
: nc.nt's Sovate Tay, wrote of Black Consclousness and harxist-Humanism a.nri we: prt.- :
sented .Lokoloho the  AZAFO newsletter from the Soucte branch..  In Augus‘b—bent
Yer, John ilan hegin.a with workers in the Black trade’ union movc_ment in: Bouth
“hAfrica fighting against being called boy, and moves to discuss Language,, Con-
“sciousness #nd Frecdom ranging from Africa to imerica, from Steve-Biko and:Franiz
Fanon,. to Ralph Tllison. ithat can bo scen clearly in how wa’ face the. objective _
‘situation of Souih Africa is how in the pages.of lews o Lcttcrs W& never- scpax—
.ate countor-revoluticn and revoluilon, voices of rovelt and Froedem activities,
:the ideas. of Elack Gonscicusness and theixr rolation to the philesophy of, Larxist--
Humanism, the oxganizational forms of the Elack movement in 3outh Af::ic-a end ‘the
organizational cxprossion of harxist-Humanism, Fews.and Letters Committevs. If
you want to seo vhat pecrmanent revolution neans as a movcnent from practico, . _then
the three revolutionary movoments -- Centxel america, Foland, .and South Africa -—-
as 't.hc,:,' wore brought forth in the pages of Hews & Letters this past year, let

you sce the ‘revolutionary E'-UbJL.C ts c.nm:c(,in:, -— wenen,: youth,; labex, Indian,
.peasant, Black Pimensicn —- a.nu tho multi—dlmc.nsianal forms oi‘ open ana unde:r-
s*ound strug;glo t...kin;_, place,:= ) - :

p Factng the o'bjectivn. si‘tuation is fo:r: us nct St.pala'tcd f::om a nrcqcntc.tion

. of frocdon. ideas, and -in foct, involves the nocossity of a battle of idcas,; a

- battlc ngainst other attitudes to objectivity, oneg which fail %o reach fully
__'t_,owa.rd froedom. - Thus,. I would like to scc how our nouspaper has . undertaken this
-bat‘tln 'of-idne.s as ve concentrated on fac::\.'lg the objoctive situation in the U S.

CII. Rc.velutiona::y J ouxnalism Lnturing 't.h:.- B_ttlc. of Iaoa.s

o we have entored the battle of idems 4in the last’ ycer d":ffercntly than ever
beforo.: It is not that our ‘newspaper has not cntercd that battle ‘over: the almost__"
thrde decados of 1tz exlstonce.  Instcad, what has given us-a new vantage point
© for doing -this, nct 2lonc o8 a movemont freom bolow but'as = permanent rovelution
- of. tho Idca of Frocdom atriving to bocomc the rcality of freedom, is.tho publi-
cnt:!.on of our nmn...,t thuorotic-philoscphic work, Rosa Lu:u.nburg, homen s L.Lbn_xa.- _

Zazxism u.ntl I‘rocdom and "hilosophy end. o Rc.vol-..tion. The work of our newspaper is
now. under the impact of this now book. Lot us seo what this has meant in the
pa.st ymn: and, whnt challen{;cs 1'0 prescnta us jn tho peried’ -Lh-'ad. i

" Thu su..ning nceldunt of completing the nov book on the wve of thc hoxx
centana:y meant not only a tine for colobxation of a centunary, but immediatnly
A plunge via the tour to work out still ncwexr pathr nys forward, standing upcn
““tha ground of larx's ::wolution in PUIBANOnCS as proscnitod :‘m thoe now book. Tho




intermcrgings nf book. tour, cantenary, becanc rcfloct(.c. witbin thc pagcs “of
Rewg & Lette*s over the past yéar in a number of arcas: In thé Novembex issue,
JHC publishecl the' Intreduction to the neu book, in..lucling thé new paragraph 'for
*tnc Introduction writton mfter the book went to press. Columns -took up varicus
aspccts ‘of " the beok.  That same Eovembor issic had. Tcr::y s ilcmén -as Reascn column
on, Twfenburg' s rnvoluticna.:cy ‘demiccracy. Detonber sav Bugéno's cssay on:liarx a.nd
non-capita.list lands. - January-February saw - the presentaticn of -cux: now Who ‘.Ie
“Are ‘and What Ue Stand For statement. incorpozating 'both thc new bc:ok and the
. lauLst—}[mist Archivcs. . B ‘

U aen hns ‘the Haxx" cen*en_,rv issue,- CA - now cate&m:rv of- rm..dor ' Vievs vas SR
mitiated .4n’ that HMaxch issue” entitleds‘ "han:ist-m.manism s.Trilogy: of Ilevclution -
Cha.lleng;t.s Post-Harx Harxlsts.! "The April issue saw o guest ’Ihcoxy/Prcu:ticc S
colt.mn on the last scetioh of the book - 4 Trail to the 19B80s and "4 1980s. Vim: -
as’ well as a youth column by Jim on the lilchigan campus’ tour. - Junc had Raya's
"ﬁ'ea:ry/Practi {o13] on . The National Tour in’the Yenx of the Marx Contenary, as vwell

- 85 Charlcs Denby's Werker's Journal on the new edition of sdmurican Clvidizaticn

on’ Trial, 1"101\;1(15.:113 ‘Faya's summation paragraph for the bock on the Black Dimon-
“sion. - 7 July's Iraft Forspeotives issue presented the Constitutional Conventicn
ﬂﬁ“'ins cut of the new beok!s publicetion. Avgust-September published the new

" Introduction to ihe Tranion cdition of the Afro-fsian Eovolutions pamphlet. :
r’I'i‘b'bk.n under tha :Lr'pact of ‘the "‘r‘log,y of Rcvnlution. :

: 'k sorice of ads vexe c::ee-.tn,cl fox both tho new bc::l‘ and the trilogy ci‘ revo-
1uticn which tried to Te vducaticnals that discussed differcnt a,sl\cc.ts of ovither
-the new beok cxr tho three beoks. . In edditicn weo created an annount. ment for
“Raya's-larx centcnary tour from East co‘_st ‘to ’l.cst f.oe..st o o

: Tiost mpoztant for ..-.o:.mg how ve could cntox thc. tattlt. of- idca., was the
Tiarx centenaxry issue. - For so many harxists, harx hos becene a ¥as, and the harx )
contonary issue was a con:firnation f this.  Fox tho cuentenary, - t.hey could do no'’
better’ than a shcrt summary “popularizing tizrx," or a feowiquotes from his works,
‘or eéven a reprcduction of dngels' graveside speech.  All was paat tonse:’ In con-
- trast, Jook at our liarx éontenary issue. "It is living liaxx frem Raya's “Marxdst- .
rluma.nism, 1983, The Summaticn Thot Is a New Beginning,” to Like's discussicon on-
‘larx's Ethnelegical Notebooks; to Lou's on linrx and the Black iioxld, Denby's
and Fe]ix Hartin's harx On Labor and liazxist-Humanisn, ond cur ropreduction of -
pe.ssa.gcs from harx's c,diting of . tho French cdition of Capitsl, unscporated. from

- commentary by Laya on how proclsc parts of Harx's.additions to the French vdition™
- becoma points of duparture for Lerxist-Huranism's dovelopmonts in the 19408 and
1950s, ~Our pregentaticn of the haxx centenary was one with our proscntation of
Ilarxist-}{um.nism as teday mu as . futurc. Ané this larx- ccnt(.nary issuu-had our .
L comtributiens on the women's li'bu::ation page,; the laber page, Blnck/Rcd Oux
Lif-. and Timcs -- in short, our analysis of “the Hcrld wo live in ‘Miaxch, 1963.

It wo 10:]. at tho ls.aucs sincu tho bock hns ceme eut lest Noverbur, thexe is
no doubt that the beck was roflected within our pages. and ii was deneo s0 not
suporficially, but as appcm:mc.e on tho way to bteconing ground for our papor.

. But to boceme truly ground for oux papor’s-futuxs functioning 4is a vury difficult
ctaslk. . Tt is not conditicned by how many tinmcs we montlon the now beok, or wven
Ttake 'a ddroct subject fxom the book anti develep it. It is rathor whother the
mothadelogy that gulded thu cxeaticn of Fesa Luxcnbure, \Urmen's Liberantion and




‘Harx's FPhilosgphy of Revolution beeemes the muthod of the articles written for
the paper, and most ikportant, the methodology . vhercby each single “issue of

Hows & Lottors roprossnts a totality of figces of reveluticn-and Reascn cf 're-
“Woluticn-and-in’ turh becones workdd with -as-suchia-totality by the remters cf .
“tho Commitices. ~One way to test whore the methodelcgy of the boclk is- boceming -
ground:for the paper As to ‘sco how-each scction of the paper cntercd the battle

' of “ideas ‘as paxrt of facing. the cbjective situption. =t - o el

U Let's begin idth the Black Dimensicn.’ e have covered that Black: Dimension

in the U.8. from vepsrts on Black Chicago on.the moveto xeporis. on activities
T in"Alabema;  wilssissippl and Miami. e bave written cn:domonstraticns: such. as

* . the Harlem - peoples' court inilew -York to protosts ageinst police kill_inc:s_;in
T Lés Angelés. Uie have’ analyzed a host.of reperts on Black'hmorlca fxom Herbert

#i11's on‘racd and labor, to.the Urban League's on thé Statc of Black imerica, .
1983. ic have attended, participated in and vritten about a number of confer-
(nees inciuding tho Faticnal Black Stulics Conforcomec in Celifeimia, and the -~ . .
Black Uodmen's Health Genference in Geergia. - Thus, ‘Wo have:coverod many of. the -

“develéprents’ that have boen occuxring on the Black questicn. But ungeparated

“frem this we have enturcd the battle of ideas on’the Black Dimensicn-in how wo
participated in cvents and by how we wrote them up in News & Letters. I want

to single out twe of thesc vritings: Lou Turner's column cn. Scveto Days Black .

" Censclousntss ard MNerxist-Humanism,“ and John Alan's cclumn cn "Language, Con- .
‘seisusness and Freclom." ™. S . ST

These columns shew us aspecis of what wo méan by the battle of ideas. They
. shcw how tho 'tattle of ideas is no abstiacticn but within the ongoing cbjsctive’
‘Situaticn’ such as the struggle in’SBouth Africa.” Sue how histoxy in this cese
“thorstrugsle to define cne's. existonce as'a pecple;’ informs John Alan's  axticlie,
‘2nd heW' the history of harxist-Humanisn's rclation to Africa bocomes tho thue-
- rotic’ ground for Lou Turncxr’s varticipation in and writing on. thu Black Gen-
© selousncss - Hovement.® And finelly, notice that when we are hero speaking of
the ‘battle of ideas,.it doos' not have to limit itself to a fight agalnst other
- “idecleglos and bécast as a strugple ageinst scetarians. In the case of the
Jarticles! by Lou Turncr and John Alan, the battle of -idoas-takes the form of an
intorchange of ideas with the Black Censclousness Movement. This 1s not to say
. that thoro cannot be, as vitness Texxy's on “Feminism, harxism, Hethed.': The
puwer of Torry's resprnsu:is how she finds within the discussicn and develep-
‘ment ©F liarx's BEthrirlcpical Notsbooks that hos been prosunted by liarxist-Human-

o ism's newest work, the weapons for-a critique of lickinnen. )
<o The'néu beek has shewn us in 3ts lest part the magnificont power of the
" twe-wey- road botwecen liarx and tho werld ve live ine: how. cur age conpels Narxdst-
" Humanists to roturn to Marx: In so Quing, we have discovered in his writings
i now points of duparture fcr today. -That kind o¢f nothodelogy is what wo wont to
“ bo able to use in thoe battle of ldeas within thc pages of Nows & Lettors.

Co Lot us lock at how Suzonne chose to o this in her lUoman as Reascn column |
in.the 4pril issuc on “Huw Bedferd: The Infinite Degrodation of Man.” . I boliovo
- .sho:vas ableo to oxpress a quito now roading of Karx's oxpresslcn. en tho rulation
of lianAloman, and ‘therceby shif't. the entlyu ground of discussien to the degreda-
ticn of this soxist soctoty and the nocossity fer its tctal uprecting. How to
have tho ilcman as hkeasen cclumn be on ancher for the pege, and ontox into the
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. battle of idcas:in.cach Lssue, s an important ‘task for the wenen's' liberation.
- - pege in’ the comlng year. - o T P PR D

i Tne yeuth porttoularly An anti-nuke and caijpus tuiticn protests, have beon
iiverylactive this year.  And cur yowth page cocrtainly has.-had cn-the-scene re- - .
ports, ‘whether of Lauwrence Livermero Labs antl-muke demonsiraticns,: tultlon pre-.

' L owo ctosts onocampus; articles-.onidraft _:rgsist‘a_.ncc;and-;frqm;wi‘thj.z} the military, as
woll as from young Black workers within job coxrps programs.  Howover, in the.

: ttle. ofideas and our specific: larxisi-Humenist contxibution, I.de net bellave
"7 the‘youth page has entcred in-a decisivo nanner.. And this becemes all the morc
eruclal when vo-realize that: the Batlonal Shalrwoman's teur on the Merx centenery

. was preciselyia-battle of idcas on the univexsity campus.  Our mesi.decisive.

" entry inte the battle of ideas with youth .as a catogory.cccuired mot ch tho youth

T page, but:initho April lead on “Hising cempus protcsts. cenfrent mildtarism, kea~-. |

<. ganomics; zacism.t.. o L

o The key to the battle of idaess for the youth, and for othor. paris of - the
. paper, e very much 4in posing tho guostion, Uhat Is Theoxy, and soeing that
the larxist-Huonanist answor is rootued both in. locking .et what is flcwing cut
“..ef the cbjuctive situaticn and what preciscly within harxist-Humanism _a.n_z_l hiarx's
- Hupanlsm can help glve that actlen 2 direction. And it lies in. chocsing which
S battle to roally uncertske -- which represcnts scmothing impextant in: the ob-

-+ jeetive situation, which arc roletod to the thecxetical neods.of this crganiza-
ticn at a particular moment. Otheruwise, the theorstic lpbor we de will spin

- ritself. in zbstractions er in the pull of other ildeclogles. - -

... T¥p paramcunt oxamples of the battlo of idecs tled to beth the. objective
.- situption and the spoeific harxist-Humanist contributicns of this crganicaticn -
. -arc tho: Decombor leed by Raya  on “Andropov's Ascondoncy Reflects Final Stage of -
Stato-Capitelisn’s Degoneracy,! and tho Juno Thocry/Prectice cclumn,. "The Ka- .
SUtlenel Tour on. the Horx Centonery.' - Ask youxsolf --.dddn't this ocbjective cvent -
‘. of Andrepov's.ascendency toke on o (ifforent moaning whon 1t wes put in larxist-
- Humonisk's steic-capitalist analysis cf the objociive-subjoctive crisis cof Rusela
" pnd Hast Yurepe. And . didn't the sceming subjoctivity of Narxist-Humanism's No-
.. ticnal Tour on’ tho harx centonary becone jammed: togethor with objectivity in o
" torns . of discussicns with the Black Dimension, with wemen's libozaticn and with
. 1nboxr? This, procilscly this, is what we moan: by tho batile of ideas within the
“objectlve altuaticn. S [ . S e

. On this subject, o8 with sc many othors, we ‘have a great d_c-n_l' tn lcorn frem
the croative mind of Harx. In cther writings and rapoxis we havo, Mlacussed thoe
s rovoluticnery. journalism of llarxk. - A uriter and oditex of FEholnischo Zoitung
~in the carly 18405 he chose Journalisn as tho staxting point for roalieing his
philescrhy ond imncdiatcly found himself face t foco with Frussian ccnsoxship
as he wrote cn such toples an the dlstraught conditicn of the Gorman peasantry,
end, in his werds, triod to make the pross ''the ruthless longuage ond manifest
. image of the histerical splrit of the poeople.’™ o B

" In.the midst of the 1B4B Ruvoluticns ho founded and edited Houo Rhoinischo
Zultung and wroto on roveluticn/countur-rovolution in Burcpw, thu workers S
BstrucEics in France and in Gormany, and prosuntwl to-thu workexs his Wapzo-Labor.

“and Copltal in a dally newspapuX. . :




S Teday T wiant to lock bricfly at Hew liarx threughcut tho decaie of the 1850s " -
.. again had “jeurnalism as'a uay of prijocting his idins.  Uhat has been misnamed
“Ythe American Journallsm of Kerl hHorx," because 1t primarily dppeared in the Eggfé'-

 York Pally Tribuni, was in fact o norld and histoxical view of that decade as

. obnrx saw:it. T want ‘o bring it forth here because the, dimenslons of revelu-
‘tifnaxry Journalism.I bave, spoken of ‘== facing the cbjective situation; entoring ..
the battle of 1déas -~ arc what Marx did so profoundly in this decade of nous-
.-Daper thinldng anil writing: Not cnly aid mich material”later entex intc the .

- text of ‘Capital, but the world scope and tho histeric debt found In thesc arti- .
: c1§sl$tan§sjup,g;¢entu1y_ahd'a'qﬁérter,latér.,’TopicS‘aie"far—toc{nUEQIQESftG—~?-:”“
‘mention but bricfly -- from the debtates in the British parliament to fcllowlng

.. the ddvelopment of China's T=ipinz Robollien, to India,. to ‘the Crimcan’War bé- !

" twcen Russia-and Turkey and then inglend,. o S VL

... But t¢. catch’the flaver of Harx's roevoiutionary journalism as he wrcte of
the objectiva situation and the battle of ideas, 1ot e cencentrate on a serics
~of arileles Barx wrcte botween: August and Ncovember 1854, ontitled “Ecveluticnaxy
Spain.”  Boglnning in the Spring of 1854, a movoment against the reactionary
government led to anllitary coup and a Yourgools revelution:  larx, besides =
writing on the unfclding cvents of 185456 began an histcrical study cf Spain's
T previous rovoluticnary. mevements. Ko filled five notebeeks with oxcexpts from
English; French and Stonish atthors. Harx traced particularly’ the revoluticn
~of 1808-1814 against Napoleonic cccupatien. lihat s so thought-proveking about
these articles is all the'duslitios liatrx shesis in the revolutlonary Process.
‘Thus, thos¢ vho vish ta brosk away from France ard ir part narrcew naticnalistis
Who wish to replace France's rule with a restoraticn of the Spanish ling Fordi-
nand VIT ‘and 2 rettzn 6 meny &f the cld foudal ways. ‘Aowever, cthexrs caught

.. tho'spirit of the French Revoluticn and wished te bring forth ity premiscs as R

. wull as xid thamsclves of foroign occcupaticn. Thus ilarx has i marvelduc exticle’ -
which analyzes: the Spanish Cortes'-Constitution of 1812 which soughit to bring
fexth bourgecis demceracy. . There hu shows that. this was not a foreign dectrine,
7 imposed cn Spain from’ tho outside, as meny contemperary beurgeois historians had
‘-boon arguing, but wes indigencus to Spain'sown history. It is o real hottle of 7
:-ddvas with theso histexians.. . . e L Lo

T In?anothoz'magnificcnt article, Harx takes up guezrllla warfarc, not as an -
-ebstract universal, but.as o conciotéd: reallty slthiu Spain's Tight. He shows .. .
difforent pericds of that guerrilla foreo, obsczving:  “The French wore obliged
to boconatantly armed against on cneny who, continually flying, ealvays reappoar-

»ofl, and was overyvhexe ulthout. being astually sven, tho meuntains SEIVING as 5o -
many.-curtains.” But as well ho pointed te the dunlitios of guorrilla warfore:

- "is to the guerriilas, it is ovident that, having for some yoars figurod upen

C-tho theater of sanguinary contests, tokon to reving habits, frocly indulged-all

- thedr pagslons of hatred, zevengo,: and leve of Plundor, thoy must, in times of

- peacc, Lform o most dangureus nob, always ready ot a ned, in the neme of any paxty
of principlo, to step forvard for hin whe is ablo to rive thom gocd pay er to

cafford thom a protext for Mundoring oxcursicns." o S S

L0 e de.onet have time, te, duvolep this further: It is in Vol, 12 of the. . ... .
Collocted Works. But look at Harx as jﬁurnnlist'—-'vézld-contozcd.-histcricallx' o

~Teoted,  tracing rovclutinn/countux—xuvvlutinn._dualitaos; projecting £ fall vi--
slon of socinl change -- look, and you will scu many uimensicns which oxe alive
#ithin ocur oun concoptien of rovoluticnary jourmalism.  To roturn te todoy...

7980




. I have nr"t ta..cbn vy cssay -zrticlub ag the i gcvta.nt categery t.h«t 't.hey are
in’ the battle of 'idcss; though T will shcrtly have ‘a S'.‘.&_,Eotion in-this axea --
“and Wo ce x*:ainl:.r necd new contri‘buticns - bccat.s.. I uanted 1o shw cthar w._ys

. of ‘.nterinc; into “the! 'ba.‘b'blc (.:E‘ ic.‘.a.s -dthin”u:c Inam.r.

" Tho i]lumination ci‘ wha,t is the' objoctive momcnt cf a. forcg c:f rcvolution
1s fcunl ‘Rét only. in a majex ciscussicn article) ‘but in a shc:rt pleco 'tha.'h poses
Bf*mething sharply.' Ask yeouself if. a cortain stage of la'bor in ‘the U. o teday
~ilsn't caught’ in the Eooloxs' ' View. fron Gene 'in Los: AnG(.].LS. MYoux chspectivcs
Thesis tellks of 32 million uncmpleyed in“the West.  Tho t.::isis d.s BC real. tWe -
uscﬂ 45 think of - peopla geing from Ylent to-plant lcoklng fox” a jobll i How, they -
Taxegeing from' ctate tcigtato.’ “The. otht.r rlay I mot a man: frem nobilo. “Alabama.
“He hadboen in Nashville locking for o Job and now wos in’ Gal,.fornia.. And oy
- brother bed to go 21l tho \my to Howsdi to Tind wexrk." 4And the’ short article .
.. from ¥ed, GH moblilo workoxr “wno aftor descrlbing his forced move from clesod Gu
Scuthgate: | to GH Oklahrma. o1ty, sritcs: ._“Lihat ¥ sece happening. is that this
~systen 1c, excating a new kind of 1.1'*::1\.(.3: ;. one who will have tc g0 frcm .ata.tc
“to ‘Btatc to find wexk. Hy fricnd's brethor had to leave Mow liexico. hCIL ‘he
wos, there waz 30% unvaploymcnt. rlc 15 ness in Uta.h Hc clﬂcsn 1:. ::v.,a.lly feniow
s~‘mrc ho 11 eng up. : L
.7 e havo' (,aught 'bhc \b"cctiv;; situ::.tion cf la.'bu:: in tho u. S._ day '—"-1'1 many ‘-
articlos cn labor that we mvn published. And I think the regulax contributicn
from Agar has rosulted in tho dovolopnent of Beth as a urlter, so that her: 5‘10[)
roports are both c.ont.xc:te and pose sharp quostlons. In additiom, in labor we -
have ‘a meat oxcliing contribution tc tho battlo of ideas which is'not yet in the
papcr. but which ie a contributicn tn hiw I arxiat-Haman_Lsm viens labtor, How- .
Tever, 1 wish to discuss this under News & . Lottora building a tia.zxist-hunmust e
: or{:anisation. as I would’ liko tG sua'ost how suc‘z a centrituticn can <= Lcncretely
uo:cked wit.hin lg.bor.

III Rovelutt onary J ourna.lism Builu.nLa. llc-.r:d.st-}’umnnist Drganizaticn N

- Tho labor contribution I am spcakinb of is John Lnzcotte's in tho- foux'th _
discussion tulletin. I bulicve this forms tho basis for:an ussay article - fo:r. )
an issuc of Nous & Lotters this fall. John Lercotte is able to maka s8C CO ncxute'

. what.tho unions aro. tocmy, and as well provides a critique’ of the Left who still -
~wish to to the. dnlons’ sc-collud Loft wing. Though writton as a contribution
for us as horxist-lluranists, it is a poverful cendributicon diroctly to-lelox on
. tho: shop flocx. Mot cnly should it bo in cux paper, but we noed to-consider
how wo can have it cn o mere perrmancit basis fox plant Gistritutiona and dis-
cussiens with verking poople. e can de this in a2 vury cenvenient foxm by !im-
modiatoly reprinting it from-the popur ond having it as o mini-pm'mhlot in tho
samo " way ve cronted onc fox- Rooa Luxcmburg’ s hartinlque ossay. ‘It can bo one
basis for renewving cur dlecussicns in the shora. end bccomc an z‘.ic. in building
thla Karxiot-Humanrist orpand .a.tion. - : ‘ S

The battle of idoas which I spgl;u of Ln tart II of this ropert boccmus o o
rua.lity not cnly in how uwe. write for the paper, but in how we work with the papor.
I am curc all of .us wcre astruck by Yuter nalloxy's poworful oxprussion at the o
Losidentinl Bditorial Board mos binca en theopaper vhen he spoke of cach undis-..
“tributed News: & Lotiors es an unsmployed. or laid-nff organizor. Hew do wo nmploy -
) .Ncus ¢ Ly I.uttora 1n ® tuiicr way? How can-woe work with loks o Lot‘tcza in u. crca—
Ve nv.nnu T in the yoar ahead?
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" T .wculd 13ke to ciscuse this Ly lcoking at ways thot wo aié votk with. the paper
cre.a.ti.vcly that bLrings us closcr o rovolutionary journalism being a buildexr of this:
~Marxist-Humanist .croaniscs ation. Yo have creostid roprint packets for three specific
confercnces, | Tommic and Sianc 'cxn.atr The Reveluticnaxy ulmensicn of Black ilcmen
:forithe first nsticnal Black iinmen’'s Health Copfexenco i‘: Atlanta. -Fary Joan and
- Suzannc put’ tcgether.ono on ‘WGEGH for +he Kational Gomen's Studles hsscelatlcn con- .
~Pexenee ih-Ohic. - Thu McGuires, Asedear and his- hxnthcr Bob, . created one’on. Farmexrs,
Farmwerkers and Peasants for' thc: Internaticnal Farmers Conforencce held in:Ottawad ..o
You.may nét think ve had-a wézlth of material on fprners, -but what we.did havo. Kas -
quite ‘intercsting, and c.smc* ally how we. chese te Iink 1t to Lam‘:. and’ Frécden in .| 7

-"the Black Seuth, “ta Farmrcrkers struggles:in Chic, to peasants in. Guatomela ——:gave .
noew’ Cimen..,ions 4o the 'farmers conferenci. - These minl-packets: rcazosc.n‘t awayef -
‘ccncxcu?in(, cur rclatienship in the battle of idees. It is‘not- tha.t we:need to
“ecroate a feil one fox' dach confcxcncc. But can't cdch of ‘us with'a shelf cf Hevs

& Lotters’seloct’ those articles on cortoin subjocts that we wont to bring to a Tdis-
'"ussion with suhocne wi meet at 2 liferature tablo ¢r o Semonstration? Are we able
i’ show to thc::e e rxcc't howr- 11Vinc is c;.,ch issue cf this" gapex for Hee 'tS' mcnths '
'md Jea:r L . :

A

Uhcn e spoa\‘ of 1'c.rhin‘_., vith the p._,pc.x ‘a5 1mscpa:ca.tcd i‘rom bu:.ldim’_, 8 h;,zxist-'
-Humanist orc«..niuat‘l.nn e nu.d to discuss Roaders' Vicks. ohen Bcac.c:c.a Vicug a._rc- o
‘sent In ~- but not forgetiing that many’ times thoy azc not scnt in by the lccals -

.do, Readers' Vievs. cono 1n 25 a collceticn, ‘as an ought, oncé o menth, «r do they - SRR

"‘1ow out of the c..a.}’-tc—:luy work of this larxist-Humanisi crganization ond its. papex? .

"It is not Readers' Views as a4 quantitetive or even o qualitative questicn that I am

spealilng of. Lather, at ftz hipghost ievol, Loadcrs' Views as tho - pulse of thls oz- .

ganizaticn, roeflocting 'its membors' obility te werk cut-tho totality .of whot we To-

_ Dresont with these we meet. 1:don't hore simply mean, boing active, for I knoiy wo
“Taze very active. I mean ac tivity An tho scnse. of 1.:..c.tical-cr1tical a.ctivity -~ of

; naking the full orgenizaticnsl-philescphical conncctiin with thosc we moct sc that’

thoy will fool so-movetl by our prescntation.of shat is ina pexticular dssuc, that

‘they %111 fool tho .nced of naking thoir cwn comnc.nts. which bueome oux: Readcxs' “Views.

o Uhea I speak e.bcut t.ota.lity vith the rapeTy. ithc:c in its c::caticm inclLL.il’!G
hou We clicit, or. in bur prcjocticen with-it, I don't me san that the paper s a uni-.
. vorsal... Tho. papor hure 15 & varticular vhich has the xole of medilation —— that of
:Jammins togothor the indlvidual with the universal. . The papex - tecomes such a perti-
cular, such a totality of exorussion, wher it is oble.te bring foxth all tho indivi
dual foreos: of revoluticn -- thu four. forees foz Lmorica,- the. intcrnational-as woll--
 gs-the national -= and jam:them up acolnst our herxist-Hunenist philesephy. It is-.
the oct of jamning them up which pives the foreces of zuvolution 2 univorsality, and’
' makee. tho philoscphy. o Jivine ¢controtization: For the paper te bu o particular, 1t
Sis'not alconc a quostion-of saying that cvor sn cntlrc: yesx tho papcr ¥es suth o to-
~talityv In nceds o be such o totality in cech single lsosuu within the yoar. “Ve
on:the PhilesophicaliTochnicel Gtc. axo trying te-wesk this cut by keopding in mind
~that while cech of cur moutings :f.'or. putting out a paper may have a tuchrdcal nonc --
pre-deadline, . éopn shoot, mark up, paste up, page proofs —- thoy in fact also nuod’ ;-
to to philesophical mcut.in{,s u.ncum.d 'J.th t tality os wo 1:;(-!{ t'.t. thu Poil throuch
-cach. s‘tur_,c of 1ts crention. I
Con : You os sritors alsc htwu to0 havs a.co ncopt of totallity in "
"':h v-¥olR 'uul.m . I-.,n'* “ib q‘l""tiuu cf - tho 4 L M's=wvhiv, -J‘ﬁwn "‘h‘::cl shon o ond LIQ
- 5th U,. uhy--n u y of breaking down, cenorutiuing, ocur concopt of totality? Hew one
puts thosc & i's, huw thu 5th 4, why, flous cut of tho othux 4 \"s, not s comuthing
- appended, 4s vhot drives our articius to bo topereto totalitios.  Finnlly, nli of.us.
teguthor s Astributcre of end as conmunicotors wdilhy this popor noel to rocreato Y.
thot totelity ne now bepinning. Fess o Letters ollcwa:ua to heat linrxigt-Humanism. .. .
S thinking menth by month.  Lot's maka thut'nu\: Lepdnning of !.hinkinr_; anc’ Ocl.nb A nov
b\.ginning for. oxpanis a.tionn.l crevth., ) ) L
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on iiewg % La - “lurnar:

i-Ll RTJ' SLUTTCIATY JG‘JREALISH-

Llj presentetion is broksp into’ two partvrwhich’is zlso its title: 1) the "
revo utionﬁry Journulisn of- Xarl iarx and Frederick-Douslass — philosophy born -
a3 2) tﬂe Slacik, dlmanr101 in tlie revolutionkrv Journa11sm of uarxist-_‘

w1ll,he surpriqed it I beoin witi the' & e —X Jho, ’hat, ﬁncr; ‘and enﬂ—— in
“order -to set to the philosophic Fifth Y. of dhy this year.we have chosen’ for the:
.;1r°t tize toinave such -a report. -Jho refers to the “lack dlﬂensxon in’ revolu—'
tlonary journalis=n, - And in this j:arx-centenary.: year waich is. Also .the Zuth anw -
.niversary of Ancrican LlVlllZ&thﬂ on-Trial, we will see how Fr ec=ric:kﬁouﬂlass—
as ~journalist. anG-iarx's view of: revolutionﬁry 1ourna11an relate to iarxist-'
furanist 30urralisn.' In our case whe is also Charles leaby as Tiack: warlker-.
_editor of dews [ Letrers, and as nx own autobin;rem:y states, that means: not

- just an individual guestion® but:as a- “lifﬂ _story ag nart o; tqe ucrldw1ne
strun"le for freedon.” S

fnat, ;or'ug,“i igrzist=iiunanisiv, end the Llock dimeacion. Aut unseparute4
f.a 1 that is the sh:;1L1c1tJ ‘of vhat is nasted for this Convention. The “tri- :
loﬁy of . rﬂvolLtlon" gné’ tin2 now adition of ACUL ara cur challenne within tie”
ilack mevenant. to slaci: intellectuals and, zctivints to “let the dead. bury the

w dead”,. i.e., to braclk, vitii the old uolztzcu, old conca gtion anu old -orsanize-~

tlonal forus.. L we will sae, in just the 't 32 .yoars ‘since (2L expandeu fron -
an Gepage. paper: to. o ‘12-pager, that is what.we have been nractic1n" within that
nev .axpendzd. forz and that is vhat los helned us to onvelop as new kinds of mem--f
. bars’ ellcitin" froa ourszives and as ﬂct1viut-tuin“cr in tha:3lachk novenent- :
elic1t1n" a new revo]ut;onary lack anc1siou n thouoat and’ acLivxty. .

The guestion of where has a]ﬂo been'a new 901nt of deoarturn for us: in

rﬂvolutionary ¥lacic- journalisii, © It has ueant a nev view of the: two-way road

to revolution- betwazen Afrlca end America as we develojed new relations with: the

Slack Con;cxcusuesu “lioveent .of Azania at tho sene tiwe it was reaching a new
“stage’ of ‘development, ‘especially with the new trade’ union movement. —ia, as
“well, featured neir enalyses of iligeria, Wauibim, Eritrea and- Zizbabwe. S-Navin's’
work resulted -in a:review, for the firect tiwe. of. the trilo;y and the Archives,
“in’ Africal Today.  And not since the 1950s have va had’ such axpansive coveraae of -
‘the JlacL'South; as we have had in the last threc yﬂnrs, eupeciqlly with" narle«'

venby, -and vwith in-persen ‘roports. iloreover,. it hesn't only boen between the
U.5. ond ifrica, but the Curibuean has uode, it o triangular sovement, for our
‘writink on tue Uritian refugeo crisis-exposed the hollouncsa of Ancrican demo-
_cracy ac muci as our reporting on the continuous ideni rebelllons lhave over

tne past ‘tilrez years scecn that deiocracy. placna on trisl and found owilty.

. .Hnn rcfﬂra to tiie objective. qiLuation. as Rca"nn uttenpts to destroy
every anin uade by -lacks, labor, wotien, and the entiewar youth, ot the sano
) time that his insane militarizatien brings us cleser to. nuclear uoloccust._
-‘*Hi 2idnd of smhezn in o chellenne to projeet the totelity of inm rxednt-lwannisr,
-That is whiy ve bave to £ingle out the new in reveolutiorary Hilnck journoliam
‘for. thin Csnvention. llcr"Fn*n let us- besin with.ilore ps he moves from being
Hirmaethous bound™ to MPronethzus unbound” and fouslses, viw having broken
tiiz bonds of slavery, Haves to Found a Slack uboliLlonint naner. ‘The Horth Stnr.
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) ,harx miay or BAY not have had. legel's Proface to the heﬁonhnoloax in mind
‘when instead of continuing to arjue with his pﬂilouonh*c_qontenporarles he  turned
to tnn‘punllc as the- _sphers for ta;inr new bezinaing in ‘thought and reality.-

_Howevnr. what ‘we do lmow - is that ilarz , ‘whiile'still a Proﬂetﬁeus bound first
‘practiéed Gedel’s dialectic ag’ plllOSODﬂlc sction through his journallsm, on..
‘such questlons as frasdon of the press dnd censorship. Bhilouonhy‘u 1ntervan~.
‘tion ‘into ths authorlturlan vorld of” monsrchy . and slavery. througi’ revoluulonarj
_Journalisa was nore than a. confrontation of points of view for uiarx. Nlather,’.
ag Harx utatEB‘ f"“e revo1ut101 of '@ paogle is total, that’ 'is,  pach spherd re- .
uulu 13 1t oun uayslso why not glﬂo tae press as nress?? Lure prll"hin” of tha

. ncycpapoers that have sprungiup dn’tha JlucA'u01rc1éhan:SS“'"y
Jovenent in qoutﬁ nfrlca this gast ysar’ and the hlutory of Jlack Journallsm in.
‘the 1.5, shows how ‘auch’ tﬂlu aDp11°S to the Slack dimension. - Indeed, Ly tile S
. tiumg of the uarvcj movemMent 's distribution of - tHe Heuro ‘Horld tarou*hout"tne _
CULS., the Cariblean and Afrlca, the: Dlach: »ross nau tranucendea natnonal bLounw
dar1es and had ‘becoue 1nter—cont1n°ntu1 _ e e B

however.'uore nlvotal to iidrx was. the - fact that prass freedom VS press
censorshlp reiained only a formel 070051tion, an abstraction, so long as it
‘didn't eutend to the. questlon ‘of freedonm in soc1ety as a- totallty. 'harx went.
- beyond the debats ovar freedow of the press-and censorship in Germany to show
that. freedom of the' presgs ‘as. such is an abstraction even where that: partlcular
freeuom existe fully as.in the U.5. if it exists in a2 society based ‘on slavery. .
Thus iBrx_vwrites: “Thﬁ press, lav is. thercforetie lepal recognition of ‘freedom.” .
It is-law,’ .because it is the hositive Deing of Lreedom. It st therefore be
in existence’even if it is never aovlieu, &s in ilorth Aumerica, whereaa censor-
ship can nevar, ueco1n 1aUEu1. uny nore than s1ﬂvhry even if it exists a8 thou-

sand-times as lpy,” iark didn’ t srep there but drev tie profoundest ‘generaliz- " .7

. Zzation that “freeuo is so quch the -essence of nza tuat even its opponents
rcallze it,
vars ﬂay'or may not have read the aernan edition o;- redcrlcx bouglass )
Harrative vhich wes: publisied in-the qld—luun JOUEVQr‘ “waen iorx- serialized
‘his lage-Labor and Sapital in the HRZ during thn 1242 Revolutions, his critique
_of vulgar.political econouy for squating tha Hegro with slave was wlat Pouglass'
-igrrative had shown was the lie of Anerican democracy. ‘iaat is decisive for s
is Youplass' ‘uelf—ﬂ evalonnent from author of o slove narrativae which Garrizon
-1ntrouuc9d to editor of Tha llorth Star witich Jarrison o"ucﬂnu. ‘The: difference.
1u uetucnn telliny your oun story as an individual (znd i ouﬂlnau' {iorrative was .
the’ finest. exanﬁle of the slave norrative os a thﬂrary zorn) while others.drew
all the polit:cal coanclusions , and’on the other hond becendng on =ditor repre-
santing wore than yourself, rniculatinﬂ the totelity of o uoss movenent and
drauiug your oun conclusions,. The uitfcrcncc iz when historic narrative beconmes
historic reacon. I- this not wat rel ten Rart I of Indignant liearcs A Dlecl:
“iMorkar's Journal to Part II? Aind 1sn't Sarrison's attitnde wihot we have found: -
- in those" intellerrupls - Jlncx and vhite - who nave wanted to sepurdte Part
I fromx’art IT of IN7?

L] P B

. »ut ncw I uant Lo cone to ourselvcs in the Larly 1 700 when it becowe’
tlear —~:if it Noda't in 196G-6D == that the novement had come -to a now stage

and ue at ons and tiie saue tine were preparing to issue SPhilosephy and Qeve1ut4cn::

- and reaching a new stage in larxist-lomanist Sleck journalisa with John Alan
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.beginnine Lu-_ﬁlac i/ ﬂd ccolumn. It ig in thie per riod that new Slack tneoretlcal
.jourualﬂ cauﬁ into aﬂln" as slac’: studies musrped out of the novene ent. The
Dlaclk Scholgr is one expression of this. ™ Szcondly, .a ney atzae of ulSCK ‘lsbor {

~is:reecined with the. L12¢k caucusas in' the unions as. they. publlsh their own shop

paners. VALOﬁT with ilan . as Jla weltfhad coludn st to intervenc in the’ intallectual
uebate_, Jpnby nartlcipates 1n tne worners Journalﬂ com;nﬂ ‘ot “of the nlants.

Lt way Uee-.: ironlc tpat uhen Jonn Alen :irst b"nan ‘the Jlac“/ied COldﬂﬂ in

';137u"that tha first qrt1c]e wag on’ larold Cruse and the’crisis of the Dlack in-

tellectual - ‘and :that in Roya'ls tour tnxs jear we’ should® neat__Cruse aga1n ‘open’,
to_z. dialopue with harxlst—hunanasm. i Bue ernaps ‘poré’ iropic is that’ nearly 10

-venrs as0; the- ﬁlﬂCQ dvrellecrunl 1nterest in'uary ‘that we see “today was emerging

out of tne 1upa 50 tngt the ﬂoveﬁenta in the d s. ana Afrlc nad reachn

‘Jhat wa conpnllinn tn hmericar 41ac» 1ntellectual to turn to har ism by ..
1674-75 was thes condphase of the Africen rovolutions -as Cuinea<iissau, iozan-
nique, and Annola won fresdom frou “ortunal and spar:ed revoluticn in & capital~,

" ist land like. Portugel. "In iiarch 1675, Alan'o column axomined” both the . impact

“that thesé rcvolutlons end such theotericians as Amilcer uaoral ‘had-on, Anericen

731é 1utellectuals.; Jy tne tife unﬂ‘ﬁbu tﬂ ovar. netionalisd and'“arxlsn hit
tha. Dlack Scholer, wa had already baen trecina the. dialectic . of! the ‘movenent. in
A;rlc% and the U.5. vhen ilaya had. be"un writing PaR \actually as eﬁrly ‘as the
CAfro—hgisn: uevoluhionq “mﬂﬂﬂlet) .uawt is pect re ravecling ic he rethouology

- by, which we vere avble to anticipate the next stage froa sractice as tha, black

gongciou neas lovement, Steve 3iko and Ads revolutiona.y Journal‘sn. ee;e is -
vhot uadﬁena in HeL the yeor before uoucfo. ' e

In tne hhy 19/5 ok Alan turns -his colun over Lo uyou1r Jlac“'worxer to

,"critiquc the “orouins debate din the Jlacﬁ‘ucnolar. The follewing issue Alan

writes nis column on.the resignation of iathan Ierc fron lack Scholar end the:
‘crisis of, the dlacﬁ,"narxist“ jintollectual in_which the olack nasses are ignor-

“Heu. “The . next noath "in.the July 1375 jLL. navn'ﬂ “Tye orlds colunn is on. “In-

~'stant -iarxisw and the. ) slaclk intellectual® wn;cn traces’ tie’ niatory of -the Slack
intellectuul s relationghip to Larxion sincs the 1917 Russzian- Aevolution and the
" atatist. distortions of .izrx's inlo,opn; that Slaclk intellectuals were recrea-
-ting by, pursuing shorteuts to iar: and to rcvolutlon vid'iaoisn and’ “:arﬂiut—
Lenlniam.- It is in that issue that Tenby informs itk Teaders that we will be
breaking new sround in tie liarxist novenent the followinn vonkh with’ the publi~~
cation of our Jraft Pﬂrsnectiv95 thesis right-in the panes’ of the paper. and in'-
“that Au -aept. issue of L just. before the 1875 Convention, Jenby enters the'”“
bnttle or ‘idess and writes tae le ad article on “hlack intellectuals probo role.

-o{ Jinrnisn.and Anerlcgn uorkers. .5y tire end of theyear the Jeci 1975 HR
. carries excprvn frox taya's 10&v article on " arxism and ‘the He"ro“ irou th._”
“irchives

I would Oﬁly add two othor 101nts here, and thot 14 ‘that with the daﬂinninw
of 1973 Toyn starts o nev serics of wolltxcal—pnilosonnic letters in the. iarch

"L leading- ‘off witiv on analysis of the crisis in africa and the’ idcoloﬂlcal ob-

Fuseation” in the iidddle Yoot by che Left:--Thz other voint is Raya's 1wo torlds |
colunn the following wonta (April 147u) on the Lleclt timension in woden's 1ib-
ciox.- uor. ix you ugre to reread thio series of articles on Dlack thought




just outlined, I think we would recogrize that only ve could, ‘on this iarx cen—.
- tenary, have projected the catenory of iarx and the 3lack yorld... ' o

.. 1. hava only: traced.tarough one stranﬂ;of‘Earxist—humsnism”iﬁ,Eléék'thoushtﬂf
and . journzlisu; many. others can be developed. Tie point is that ‘movhere could
.- you, find iz laci intellectual lile Alan; & Slachk werker—editor and a iarxist -
-philosopher presenting ‘such a.cotal view of the-questions of race and class;
arrisn ani nationslisn in-any of .the Dleck or Lgft:theoféticél_jdu:na;s;andr;
newspapers,. And £11 of it wes.srounded in. the cpncféte,-quﬁpqiﬁgfistgﬁﬁg}ES"fa

isvf.Zlaﬁkiani“w?rkins people. " The' point is ‘that the;éoncretenessrpffthe,jpurnalf
isn hadipotiing. to <o with talking doun to, worikers and Elaqk:pepple;"Just&as '
‘the energizing principle that made.each psragraph of Frederick Pouglass' and -
n's.jourialicn ring out with-an -abselute demand. to ths ‘status guo’and-an ad-
solite challenga'to. the ravolutionary. movenent is waat iiark First.concratized’’
‘as o'wholenew continent of thought andé first.practiced thct philosoohy as. revo——"
“lutionary -journalisu, so that is the dislectic thet has pulsated througiout
~thz revelutionary “journelisu of ;lGL for neerly. 33 years. - s - I
VRt thé. time of the expansion. te 12 papes three years 250, e’ upderstood _
tiiat it iazont not only nore roon, for theory but to have fuller coverzse of ‘the
snovenent- fron practice. This was tied to our projection of and pergpectives «
arcund losa Luxanbureg . Uorien's ‘Liberation and iarx's Philosoph of - levolution.
ihere as - bacl Jous we hat serialized many of,pur,own.pannhlets
" din the pazas .of ii3L-2s0 extensions of harxisa'and-Freedom,gespecially_éCGT,_1n
- 1379-C0 we serialized several chapters of = major theoretical work for the
“ first. time, : T PR L PRIRTIS

liaturally, beconing o 12—page¥péper.wasn't only a questionrbf,qughtify; But 7
Cruhstiter we have fully worked it out or not, - the Fact is for the Dlack dinension
‘it meant not theat thgre vere nore articles and more'on'activity.in'the_nlack

“world, TRathgr;-sqnething}happened with the new book and-the new snace. for the
‘Gevelopment of Llack thousht which. over the last three years.saw.ad neir unity
. of theory and practice in our journalism-in the Dlack d¢imengion. Cur writings
.~ on:the Slack South-and Africs, especially_Southnﬁfrica,umarkcd a_qualitg;ive: _
develegisent: which was-also a ¢avelopaent of ourselves &5 yriters and activists..
‘lihat makes laya'c sinsling out of the tuo-way road-in the newintroduction £o -
¢ AROT so exeiting is that we have been able. to practlice it ourselves-in such a
“new wey: ovar: the last three yoars in the Dlack/led page of Ak, - ihat I think
has o definite relatienshi) - to this nav stage of our dcyelopmen;;isntheffact--.jﬂ
that in bsbh:tue orcas of [lack woiien and Slachk intellectuals we struggled €2
Take- journalisw, as the mest immadicte expression of Dlaci thousnt, inseparable
“frea orgonfsetion, "It ves that whielh wag our life-line to revolutionary philo--
sophy.” Journalien is the uay pailespily o Lrought in as the "iousehold Turnisi- ~ .
ings of the ligre oad.ilow ' : .' : g o

Just in the lagt 12 issuas of the paper we aava moved from a 3lack/Red
- column. to n aleciz/led page. Thot bas not oaly cone pbout. because of the ob-
jective ditustion. Our. own developnent as writers and activists produced o. aew
“ind of wmanber and revelutienary in the nlock movenent. Listen to some of the
_articles and activities we've hod in the last 12 dssuas: Zoy's report fronm the -
T nilgrindgs tiiroush tag South Lo Washington .5, Tuat soue July 1502 issuve of
“fawm 3 Lettera cnrried John Alan's column:.on: “:ilacis nnd the anti-nulie move—:
montl, Aug.-Sept. ol recerdad the racisa of tne 1.8, vorth and Soutn with
0 tolk by -uddie Carthan from ‘fehaula, ivdss. and a report on the mirder of




dillie- Turks din ieov York, es uell 28 an Jdito‘iﬂl on . “”overnmnnt reports and the .~
ongeing wlack ravelt.” iz had continuing coverase of Llze’: woilen at Liedgor

Svars uollerﬂ in ﬂeu foris 2n the new resurgence. of 1011ca end flan repression’
toreil and ! Soutn.f & catﬂror; wos credted in our contlnuin" analysis of the .
“.otIUJﬂlc for lann. aducation and freedoii- ¥a-looked at- the uamibian and-I ritrﬂan
struﬂﬂleu not "s ‘pagsing in medlates but traceﬁ their historical’ developﬂent-

EﬂbY createu d'cate"o*y of correspondence end ravicws ‘around ‘I3, The ifieni
rebellions and’the nsw. trade’union ﬂtanﬂ o‘ tnc truggle iu South Africa were
"‘:Lnfrle ‘outy” s -' R ; :

That uarx centenary isgus.gav a: most unlque presentatxon of the 3lack dinen—
=°1on and’ lsdor with a d1alopue ‘betveen. the’ worker—editors of" J‘L Charles Denby:
“and Felix'isrrin,. Biinry, labor and arxist-Yunanisn,” as ‘wzll as alfosen ag
*'°aaon coluan, tqis tlne wrltten by “iane,'on :hn_dhlac dimension and revolutlon-:
ary dlalec.1ca.‘; Claarly, that ilarx centenary issue, which featurad¢ layals U
\*Earxist—ﬁumani u. 1905: The sunnation that is’ a new Jc"inn1nn. uubgnctlvply

and ‘objectively,” fccused, at onz and- :ﬂc saue tiwe, boti on iarx's uncihaining

of'the‘dialnctic'iﬁ 1243=-1303 and. on iar: 1°t—humanisq in the ¥.5. workins it

out’;  1653= 1>u;.f That ssma igssue wes onz of the most nctivist issues we. have had.
on’ chn Tlecki novenent vorldwide with naterial from lilack wonen. ot iedgar dvors,
Chicayo, .and tne n.u.“lnn rarca in Los ﬁn"elus, fzow South. Afr1ca and fron
_drita1n. f_ o : :

; 3 Au for ,lacx youtn, we huve had G n°'s naterial on. hlack youth unenployient
.a6 w2ll as tie story on lowuard University -— which'vas a ccoop. bacausa we wers
~ablé to catch, in tha moat iuiaciate teras, the seacration of: the Slack dintellec—
tual” frow-the Zlack subject: in: motiomn. e have n1d Pomie's critiqua of. tn"ela
Tavisi- and. the dhterview.with Glorin Richardson. - one of o series of intervieus
Swithy act1vist° in the South and iiorth; znd: we were able to include in the draft
Perspectives issue’this year o urite-up of the Soweto ey Conference. in: Uashing-
ton B.C. waicn 1 nad becn invzten to aLdress by the Slaex Consciousness novemenc.
; th" nnst year we' Have be*un to. concretize what Aaya nas uhoun as. the nath—
vay* frOm iarxz's last decade to the 1900s. In has opencd the view. that the Blnck
and Third World. discevery of iarx is through lorxist—ilumenisn. Yith the trilogy
“of revolution ond the new-zdition’ of ACJ", our practicins of the revolutionary
Journal1am aig. tha Llack dine nsion of T arrist-luennsin. i sure to bring us s
- new kind of menmber.




_Reporﬂbp Japan Trio Augnst 1985 By Judy

.In my recent trip to Japan that technologically advanced coun— © . =
‘try I found some strong vestiges. of feudzlism and. sexism embedded . .
.in its culture. ..And while women no longer have to walR through -
“¥he men's room tao get to:-the women's bathroom in public places

‘the Japdnese word for toilet "benjo® is still only -to ve-used -
by men. .while women must ask .for the "C té arai" ‘(honorable placs

. t0 wash one's hands). Just one example of how the: language ...
~“reflects the sexism and attitude of the government. . - U

‘I met with Professor Haruke Wada at University of Tokyo. :Ile.is .. -
‘in the Social Science Dept. and a specialist in'Russ;anwﬂlstng,“
. ‘especially revolutionary history. His book ihtitled Populexism -
U and the RWussisan Revoluition published .in 1973, has hiad one.chapter-
~.translated into English by hinm. Both. Raya in the new book and
- Peter in his pampnlet 'ilarx and the Third World': have footnoted:
Wada's chapter. _ SR L : : - :

Yo discussed Marx's Ethnological Notebooks which he used in
their Russian translabtion. He has been to russia twice but ve-
cause of a protest he lodged with-fhe -Russian governmept,,he-ﬂ
will.not be allowed to return. I gave him the new book, Marx
and the Third World, PPL #2, 2nd H&lL. I will be in further.. . .
correspondence with Wada on the possibility of a review of the
new book as well as translating it and finding a publisher in
Japanese. He cerbainly would be capable of.trunslat;ng;the; .
.pook. himself if-he so desired.. wada-is'also_aqtive'in tng‘SQutq

Xovean ireedom struigles i Jepan where ‘there is much raclism

- against them. - - - : , ' ' g o
when I was at Tokyo University. there wecre many large posters’ . - o
about 2 student protest against. the celebration of the UniverS}ty_
Gentonzry as net beimg worth celbrating. I also.saw the Plaza

. area where students nod had a large protest in the late 1960's

_ but where the University administration had now planted-large

" hedges to prevent Tubture demonstrabions. . e

~\pile in Tokyo I met with' the head librarian of the Institute

. for.Women's Studies (Ochanomizu University) Ms. Kaoru Tachi.

" The University. has several booke of Luxemburg's works transg=: .

. lated into Japanese.  Also, a good sized collection of books .
. in.English are there. T pave hexr many of our bogks ‘and’ pamphlets
' for tTheir library“collection,-including'the'new_book, Ms. o
' mMachi also pave me the name or a woman who is gctive in WL
" activities in Japan, a WMs. Kuniko Funabasni. ' :

T contacted iis. Funabashi and went 0 her home. We discussed )
' "the women's movement in Japan.and in America. She is wery active
.- in 'many areas of -freedom struggles in Japan.. L e

- ‘Bhe was very. interestoed in discussingthe new

~our concept of what Marxism is, if.e., Marx's Marxism as expounded
-She purchaged much-of our literature inecludirg. the
Her husband is a publisher and perhaps some fruit

bobk and hearing

7 will come to bear from both of them.

. mhhe following day Ms. Funabashi and I went to a two-day
.‘wome%'%_con erence- of the Asian Women's' Federation. This group |
‘has 500 fewbers in Japan, end about 35-40 attended thiz con~ 5

o
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ference. There ages ranged from 25 to 65 and they worked o
..at.-jobs renging from teachers and translators to office and . .
" faetory workers as well as unemployed and housewives. . ..~ o
- .. The focus of the conference was the problem of ‘gexuality .. - .
‘as it affects Asian women in Japan. .’ In the presentations toey .. -
. spoke of_the.sex_tours“of-Japanese_men_to cther Asian couniTies™ .-
. as5-well as within Japan itseli. The abortion laws in Japan .o oo
“and the right-wing attacks on:abortion; the~SouthrKoreang5t3?55195.V
indapan; the conditions of women -workers in Japan and‘qtheri -
‘Asian countries, especially factory workers; were some_oﬁ;th?:,'
.. fheve was a great deal of discussion over the fact that )
prostitutes are mot_the cause of this”problem;1ior'tney;§refgf
women simply struggling to find. a way to make & livings ;ngteaﬁsuc
they felt the point was to epitisize the men and the agencles -
< which sponsored these sex=tours._, One woman said That many.
of_the.prostitutes’had‘been“factory workers, and -that the job
on the ling was 5o horrible that prostitution was.a more .
“humane! .job than werking on the line. -There wag also sSome,
discussion on’ the whole system of marriage and hovw you are.
Jeoked upen as not being ntgomplete! unless you axe wmarried.
‘Another woman stated that we should .celebrate divorce. as it
is the. beéginning of "something new'. Huch of ithe sex tours
. are diréctly related to the raciast attitudes towards-gomgn-qf.
other Asian. countries, which is all part of the imperialism ‘.
of -Japan btowards these .other countries,. as it relates to. the
factories built there. 1 gave a presentation to. these women .
where I told them that many of rheir concerns were the same -
that we were concerned with in America and. that I was pleased.
o see. that they had.not limited themselves to any single o
isgues, but were concerned with maﬁy'issues-for,social change-
© but that it was necessary to loolk at the need for a real and
‘ concrete social revolution which jincluded all the forces for
_change and that we had seen in our lifetime many revelutions
. tureing. intec their opposite and that what was needed was a- .
_pnilosophy of revolation that would mean a revolution in per~
sfjanence, as Marx had expressed it. I -brought up RLWLMPR esp—
ecially the thy»d section on Marx's philosophy of revolution -
add his concern with the man/wogan relationship. .. 7. 7
.. The women asked me wany questions aboub America, =andiaféer
the meeting several of the women came o talk to me about the
new book, especially one woman,  Masake Gobto who is bGhe secretary
- %o the Seccielist member of the House of Representabives. GShe
told me that she had read the Japanese translation of HM&F and
was very interested in our ideas, though she did not completely -
understand them, she also said to me that she never thought -
ghe'd meet an American with the kind of ideas I had talked about.
She . bought ‘a "copy of the RLWLHFR bodk and I will be cOrreSponding.
with her about it in the futuré.: The conference closed with
a.discussion on. what kind of actions they would take to continue
their work in the hwian rights and women's strugples in Asia,
- wvihiebtiiér it be Tnoiland, the Phillipines,- Kored, or Japan. They
- plan to attend an iAsian cultural forum on Nov. 5 where thay arce

, 1 co al 516 _
woxuting with a coalition of groups werking on Phillipine women's
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. problems as well as in the anti-war movement whose next meeting
‘will be in October where the subject will bte-Reaganomics. I
‘do. plaun to keep up corcespondence with several ol these womens
During the middle part of my trip I met with Tamae MNizuta
-a professor at Hagoya University and wife of our contact fxom
“'Raya's trap to Japan.in 1966. During our very short visit I
... found her to be especially interested in RILWLNMPR. - 'She tells me.-
there ure many women's. proups in Japan ard_she is very active . -
"in-alwomen's group in Nagoya.  Her group isivorking on several” "
issues such as the problems of. women workers who are mostly
part-time and receive no benefits on their Jjob, which reflect
the attitude in Japan that women belong. in the home and should
only work part=times; this group is also working on changes 1n
the educational system which now has a different set. of.books
siven to boys than to girls, foreing girls into a housgfw1few
situation. - She is also sctive in the struggle to attain ade-
quate ‘aborticon rigbts,and spoke of the need for bthe anti-war -
and peace movements t0 work together with the women's liberation
rovement. . She has written a bool entitled "The History of . .
Thought ol Women's Liberation", a work about European wemen.
I.gave her a ' copy of RLWVLMPRE, WWEF, -and several other of our
panphlets, sll or which she- insisted on paying for. She said
that she would read the book ard correspond with me about it.
This women is cexrtainly more than capable of- translating the
entire book or portions of it if she wanted Yo, and hopefully
this will. be a fruitful svenue Xor future dialoipgua. ERRPE .

0 .1 contact MY Masashi Toguchi in Toyota City. He is the .
“assemblypan whe subscrives ©o H&L and puts out 2 newsletiel
enCitled “Psun Meeting' whichls reprinted several articles.
from our -labor page, including the article from the July issue
on Fremont/Toyotal, Mr Taguchi arranged a meeting with several
Poyotd uorzers (it was. vacxtiom time for Toyota workers and

~~ierefore difficult to fov more of them together as they wele

out of town). I was taken on a tour and shown where the company
housing was, which included single women's dorms with fences -
md barbed wire around them, single men's dorms a3 married
workers' housing—-which didn't have ‘barbed wire around-them.
I ayxed the workers how thoy felt about the company housing;
they said the workers didn't seem to mind it, but then went on
to say it is the goal of every worker to get out of company
lhousing and get their own house. I asked what would happen if
they went on strilke, would the company. lock them out; they
said they didn't know, but that their union was such a sell-
oui to the company that a strilke would never happen. - One of
.the workers considered himself to be a union dissident as the
.people. in power in the union were all shop foreman. - The Toyota
company ‘also owns iwkge co-op markets which end up controlling .
prices in the area because of their size. I was told a Toyota
worker averdages about #8350 a month if you don't work overtime
and housing zror those who own their own home) costs. about _
- 5250 a month. One worker who did not. want to live in . the com—
pany married housing, lives with his parents and has just bought
~Bad  te build his own houSe on. -Although they stated that
the workers at Tuyora were not interested in fightingfor their N
t;iShus,-lb ueemeu't0=m5'as I"talkgd'to.tﬁem}that there was '795)0'
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much undérlying dsscontent. There is an enormous propaganda
_on.competition with the U.S. on the part o the company, for.
instance the compahy moto is "Global Ten"; but the  workers '
spoke of the other meanings for those Japanese characters, it
 also. means “heaven" and alSo " number one" go the .company.
claims to want ten per cent of the world aakket at the same:
“time as-saying it is heaven’ there. and they will ‘be number One.
_There are also safety rules which are read regulayly tolthe
workers which have very.strongly military overtonas. Although..
- ghe:workers Joke about—these rules, they alsc sirongly resent
theme - . . T R A O S L D

. The company .is planningftb send: 300 workers from- Toyota
to the Fremont plant and as mdde a very big issue about:who
would get to go. . The workers Told me that the work is 80
‘intense, and the speed oI the line so fast, that there 15 a
great desl .6f illness and injury apong the workers. OUne’'’™
example the workers told me about was the incidence of liver
disease at Toyota, which in Burope is two per cent of the - .
population, and at Toyota 20 pex cent. The workers said that
it was due to the intense type of worlk that they had to do. -
Another situation They culized about was wuat h&eppens 1£_arwprkex
iy azleived to not be working hard enough or "wasting time";
that worker is sent to the hardest and dirtiest jobs, the
.welding area, efc. During the period of time when a vorker
is sent to these areas, there is a very high rate: of suiciden

. illness; and _depression among those workers. Another story -
~they.teld me 'aboub is:Toyota's attitude &s rerlected in some
-public comments mede by the President .of the Isuzu totors
and the President of Toyota.  Let me first-explain that the
‘Japenese use a small hond towd which is bigger then 'z wash—-
cloth but smaller than a hand towel for every type ol - :
‘batling function. The Isuzu President stated that evenwhen

" the towel is almost dry he can get another drop out of his.

L workers; 'and “Yoyotn President retorted with, Meven-when the-
towel 'is completely dry I can get more drops of ‘work out of
my.workers". . .. o L o : T

_The workers tell me.that it is necessary for theip wives .

- to also work as they could not make it without it. I asked’
“then about the treatment of vomen in Japan and  at Toyota in:
particular, they said. they suffered a great deal of discrimin-

ation, and though there were some women working agaianst-it,’

Japanese women traditicnally had difficulty expressing them-
 gelves Ireely, and that that was a problemn. "At Toyota there
_are. no women in the factory; only in the offices, and on the

mployment applicétion given to women they are asked a question,
© "when you .get married, will you be quitiing?” - I{ the woman

" answers no, she will not be bhired. “Women are expected when
they met married, and if they are not married by the age oi

29 are. so they are likely to be fired as something is con—

sidered "wrong' £ with then. There are no premotions open: .-

to them and the only kind of work women over 30 ‘can get are

ag maids or in part—time work {one of {he woman abk-the: - -
_women's conference I nentioned earlier told us sbout her jo

search. She is.over 30, znd had quit a jobt as a ~Dpreemploy~
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- - nment invesitagok for a company where she was asked to in-
.vegtigate the school history of perspective new emplpyees
which included investigations into their personal lif¢ and:
..political beliefs.’ She had quit that job and when she .was
looking for a new .dne, found it very difficuli because they .
‘continually asked her why she was not married, and stated
. that:there must be something "wrong" with her. The only job
- she was able %o find was a part-time one. ) - PR

.. We-also valked about the educatinnel system in Japen-
~and how you are endouaged to get your children 'special - il
. tutoring 'so thal they can get into: the "best" high-schools..-
The workers told me they.did not want that to happen to’ :
their children, and therefore they were not. allowing their
children to'zo to any special tuboring classes.’ I taked to
them a 1ivtle bLit &bowvb Hanx's concept of man/woman, and - .
they told me that, in. the past in Japan, woman were the leaders
raf the country,: and that it had bYeen & very peaceful. period
> in Japanese history. Ve also talked about fthe racial dis-
‘erimination in America, especially as against Blacks, and they
_-talked about the diserimination in Japan against:the Koreans, -
- ‘the Aint as well as against the HNeisei .{those of Japanese _
-ancestory who are not born in“Japan). I gave them-a copy of
. THABWJ and WWFF and Mr. Toguchi said he would translate parts.
“ of both for them. I hope to keep up a correspondence with
several of these workers. S S
, " Overall, my feelings aboubt Japan are that it is a highly
~-regimented country.. It is a mixture or capitalism and a . .-
. residue of feudalism can be deadly for the population. But
“there are certainly some peopie who are trying. te fight:this.
It geems to me that the women that I met were the most pro—
.-ising becauge theylnd notlinmited themselves to the -"womens . . . .~
.".issues".  The question of a philosophy of revolution is another .. :
© thing, -though. There seems %o be & shying away from Marxism -
'in Japan in general. I beleive this is due to its connection” -
~-with Russia and China and other so-called. "socialist" countries.
The women I talked to sbabed very plainly that if that was > -
- " Marxism they didn't want any part of it--it certainly wasn't:
" going bo free them. I hope that with the dislogue I have =~
-begun, we may be able to open up - -different concept of Harx's.”
Fiarxisn through RLVLMEPR. T . ) . : C o

L was told that it is. very unusual for Japsnese to-. - -
~invite a stranger to their home, and yet both Kuniko Funabashi
and Tomokaki latsumoto (a Toyota worker) invited me to spend
the night at their homes...where I learned how Lo take a bath,
. the correct way. . . S S




