ROSA LUXEMBURG, WOMEM'S LIBZRATION AND MARX'S PHILOSOPHY OF REVOLUTION
(A speech given by Raya Dunayevskaya at the Women's Center, University
of California at Berkeley, April 1981. Available on tape at the Wo-
mea’s Center, UC Berkeley, The transcription has not been checked with
Mg. Dunayevskaya.)

* * *

Good afternaon. We have a lot of history te cover. I don‘t know whether the
fact that all of history is really contewporary history -- that is, that we view
the past with the ideas of today -- will be of eny help in trying to present the
three parts of my work, Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation and Marx's Phi losophy of
Revolution 88 8 totality. We need to go both backwsrd and forward -- that is, te
have the past, the present, and perhaps a2 siight view of the future. But what can
halp in trying to cover this mich ground is tc have & view of what I consider the
center and the key for the entire work -- dialectics of libeyation.

‘Dialectics of liberation has to be considered both as a philosophy and as

reality, the actual struggles for liberstion. It has to be seen as methodologys
as double negation; as goal, what Marx called "a new Humanism™; and as & universal.
The universal relates not only to Marx's time but to the concept with which Marx
started; the reason Marx called his philosophy "a new Humanism" was in order to
_ stress that he was opposed not only to capitalism as an exploitative soclety, but

to what he called “vilgar cemmunism," the thought that once you abolish private
property you have a new society. “In place of either the profit motive of capitel-
fsm or the state form of property of vulgar communism, Marx was for a new Humanizm,
the unity of the ideal and the real. .

" In ordey to stress exactly what he meant and why he chose that particular
name, he let you "forget" about the class struggls -- which he certainly thought
was central to any Marxism, tc any historical materialiam -- and had you instead
look st the most fundamental of ail relations, that of Man/Woman. -Here Marx asks
you to consider not an enemy but the mast beloved person one could imagine, and
sce how migserably she is treated. She is second sex, not first; she is subordin-
ate, and so forth, In seeing thls reiationship Mayx wants us to. realize thet we
are living in such #n alienating, alienated society, such an absolutely. frustrating
society which constantly fragments a peraon, that we should want to uproot it, even -
if we didn't believe in the class struggle.

With this concept Marx emphagized not just his own time, but what came before.
I want to carry that through in a new way and begin noc only before vur own age,
but before Luxemburg's and before Marx's. Let us take up the year 1831, Tt was
the year of the greatest slave revolt in American history. Merx was only thirteen
yzars old so he couldn't possibly have affected ft. It waa the year of Hegel's
death, so he couldn't have affected it. Yet Nat Turner, when he was asked, as he
was about to be hanged, whether he didn't conspire i{n a slave revolt that had oc-
curred in another county, replied by asking why they could not believe that the
passion for freedom is so strong and =0 total that to want to sacrifice your life
for that idea would come not only to him, but to many others. He told them there
would be many revolts to come whether they hangad him or not. And they hanged him.

In that same year, Maria Stewart, a Black woman, became the first woman, Black
pr white, to make a public speech in Americe. If anybody was lower than evan the
slave It was the woman. I want to read to you her statemant in this first speech
in Beston in 1831:
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0O ye daughters of Africa, swake! swake! arise! no longer sleep nor
slumber but distinguish yourselves. Show forth to the world that ye
are endowed with noble and exalted faculties .... How long shall the
fair dsughters of Africa be compelled to bury their minds and talents
beneath a load of iron pots and kettles? ... How long shall a mean set
of men flatter us with their smiles, and enrich themselves with our
hard earnings: their wives® fingers sparkling with rings and they them-
selves laughing at our felly?

You have to ask yourself whether it is accidental that a Black man, Nat Turner,
led the greatest slave revolt, snd a Black woman, in the very same year, made this
statement and set a new precedent not just for Black, but for all women.

The same type of coincidence, which I de not consider ot all a coincidence,

occurred in 1843. A woman by the neme of Flora Tristan -- a utoplan socialist,
a very great woman, active not only in England ané in France, but throughout the
world -~ tried to start what would have been a first international, We did not
see the actual First International until Marx organized it some 20 years later.
But Floxa Triscan had said that unless the workingmen and woman started an inter-
nationel society in which their aim would be the abolizion of the difference be-
tween mental and mamual lebor, we would not get to & new rociety. Unfortunately,
exhaustion and typhoid tock her life the very next year. It was the same year,
1844, thar Marx wrote the manuscripts of his now famous Humanist Essays. And it
wes in those essays that he declared his "new Humanism,” stressing the need to
uproot society totslly -- beginning with the exploitative phase, but moving to es-
tablish new human relations: It was thie preliminary to the actual revolutions that
occurred in 1848, It was the first philosophic statement of what I call e new con-
 tinent of thought and of revelution. It was this rew continent of thought and of

revolution which Marx spelled out in the more famous Communist Manifesto. That
didn't have to wait until today to be discovered. . It was famous the day- it was pub-
lished. And for a very simple reason, It had hardly come off .the press when the

1848 Revolutions began.

‘

‘Early in ‘the modern Women's leeratlon Movemcn: when I would lecture and say

that "t is no accident! that 1848, the year of all the Revolutions -- French, Tt-
alian, Spanish, end German -- was likewise the year of the first Women's Rights
Convention in America, in Seneca Falls, I would be laughed at as utopisn for rela-
ting the two, "What did the Seneca Falls Convention have in common with the 1848
Revolutions?" I would be asked. I will tell you what they had in common. There
was something in the air from the time of the slave revolts and from the time of
the Biack dimension which began showing the Sojourner Truths.and Harriet Tubmans
not only as people who were fighting for their own freedom and for an end to slav-
ery, but as womtn who raised many other importent questions, rotal questions. The
white intellectual women, in contrast, were saying: For heaven's sakes, look at
what the Blacks are doing, and all we are doing is making sandwiches for the move-
ment. Well we are certalnly for making sandwiches to help put down slavery. But
shouldn't we ask also for our rights as women?

But it turned cut that all the cennections were more than "in the air," be-
cause yhat else was happening at the same time, was again connected to woman. Let
us consider Margaret Fuller, the one woman who was recognized to be "as good as a
man." She was the first woman editor of Dial Preas, She was the first woman jour-
nalist for vhe New York Tribune, the same journal Marx wrote for a feuw yesrs later.




And she was accepted to Brook Farm supposedly on an equal level with the Emer-
sons ond the Thoresus. Hawthorne made her a heroine in Blithedale Romance. But
suddenly she felt thoroughly disgusted with her role, with their tokenism, with
what was their highest philosophy, pragmatism, So off she went to Italy to become
a participant in the 1848 Revolutions, to take a lover (a psrtisen at that), and
to have a child., She was very worried about what her friends and ail those great
intellectuals at Bropk Farm would say. But the truth of the matter is thet
not only as a revolutionary, not only as a very talented person, not only as a
multi-dimensional character, but 2s a woman, she had become something quite dif-
ferent. Tragically, the ship on which she was returning to America in 1851 with
her lover and child was wrecked in sight of the shore, and for years all the great
things she did as a revolutionary were hidden, (Yer latest biography, The Woman
and the Myth: Margaret Fuller's Life and Writings by Bell Gale Chevigny, has brought
them out of hiding.) :

Now, 185! was thz year of the second Women's Convention in Worcester, Mass.,
and the women grieved, wondering who was going to lead the intellectusl women now
that Margaret Fuller was dead. But something happened at that convention vhich
brings us back again to 1848, The women who were revolutionaries in the 1848 Revo-
lution in-France ware by 1851 in prison; the revolution had been defeated., In pri-
son, Pauline Roland and Jeanne Deroin heard about the American women's convention,
and sent & letter to the assembly, saying how happy they were that the women's
struggle for iibaration was continuing.- And Ernestine Rose got up to identify the
American women with the 184B Revolutions, saying: "After having heard the letter:
read from our poor incarcerated sisters of France, well might we exclaim, Alas, poor
France! where is thy glory?. where the glory of the Revolution of 184817

‘I do not know whether we can say that had Margaret Fuller not died we would
have had the first Marxist-Humanist woman then, but it is 8 cinch that aill these
revolutionary events did coalesce in such a way that you could see revolution in
the air. You could see that.the dialectics of liberation waen't just a thought,
but an actual asctivity, And you could see the Man/Woman reiation, .not just as a
concept that Marx had elaborated in his Humanist Essays, but as what was actually
happening, practically parallel to each other, in those years, whether it was in-
ternational, whether it was women's llberation, or whether it was totally new human
relations. ‘ ’

* * . K

Now it was exactly those 1848 Revolutions that became the ground. for Rosa Lux-
emburg and her activity in the 1905 Revolution. At this point, Dunavevskaya dis-
played a reproduction of Rosa Luxemburg's self-portralt;j This is not just a pic-
ture} it is, rather, a plcture of a self-portrait. The reason I am showing it is
not to demonstrate her multi-dimengionality, or the fact that she was an artist, or
even the fact that she wes the only one who really knew herself. (It wasn’t beauti-
fying, it was the form and force and reason that she wanted to project.) Rather,

1 am showing it to you te illuminate Luxemburg's first statemanc when she met the
1905 Revolution: "The revolution is megnificent} sll else is bilge."

She didn't mean what some think: Oh, she didn't really care for art," and
so gn. What she was trying to stress was thet when you see masses in motion you




realize there is no such thing as individual genlus., No matter how great, the
genius cannot transform soclety. It i1s masses In motion that transform. So this
universal §s not just a new Humanism, but an attempt to see the movement from prac-
tice that {s itself a form of theory, and the movement from theory to practice which
would unite to bring about the total uprooting of a class society and the estab-
lTishment of new human relations,

Lugemburg was experiencing several important developments tn this period., First,
take the fact that other revolutionaries were trying to keep her from returning to
Poland from Germany to take part in the revolution. She was in the German Social
Democracy, She was in the Russian Revolurien. In fact, the world was her country;
she didn't believe In nactonalism. In that world of revolution there was one thing
on which she bowed to Jogiches, her lever, colleague and comrade: he was the best
for underground work, and a real "organization man," while she was hardly Interested
in organizatton work. Jogiches was in Poland, but her fellow revolutionaries told
her not to return thare because, as a woman, she would be destroyed faster. That
was enough to set Luxemburg off to Poland at once. (The Russtan Revolution is the
one that became famous, but the truth of the matter is that it started in Poland.)

She became invoived in all the great events that were occurring. And in the .course
of those events Luxemburg saw that there is something very different and unusual

about a mass scrike as the preliminary to revolution. Instead of just being a strike
to better the conditions of work, or win better pay, it became combined with political
demands, And these weren't any tiny political demands, nor even just for suffrage.
No, che demand was, "Down with Tzarismi" :

She saw one other thing. Overnight her little group, of what she called "seven

and a half members,” became a mass mwovement, 20,000 strong, Now when she saw thac,

., no matter how much she loved Joziches, noc matter how much they were in the same move-
ment, (and there was wo difference between them as revdlutlonaries. asg ‘Marxists),

she had a different view of organization. The Telationship between spontaneity and
organization was different. She suddenly saw that the Russians and Poles who were
supposed to be "backward" had something to teach the "advanced" German Social Dema-
cracy. She said that the illiterate Polish peasants and workers.ang the Russians
.could make a revolucion while the German Social Democracy was, at best, only talking
about one more vote in the elections, becsuse the revolution accepts no schoolmaster,

The revolutionaries would not accept elitiam, '

" In this revolution, then, Luxemburg developed the concept of mass strike; the
concept of a tiny group being transformed into A mass organization overnight in an
actual revoiution; the concept that the masses in motion were actually in advance
of her Party. 'She became not only a writer, but publicist, arator -- a whirluwind
of activity - and, at the same time, she saw that there were all kinds of differ-
ent relations involved. You want to fly alone when you experience something like
thet, not because you think that the individual is gRreater, but because you 80 much
appreciate the spontaneity of the masses. That is what Luxemburg was thinking about
when she said, "All else is bilge." ’

You may think of the £irst Russian Revolution as only 1905, but the revolution-
aries thought of it as 1905 - 1907. They didn't give up until Tzarism threw them in
Jeil and finally destroyed the revolution. It is important to know that, because
those were extremely active, history-making years. First of all, this revoelution
had internstional ramificacifons., It spread to Tehran, with a General Strike erupt ing
there in 1905, And their revolution lasted until 1911. In one respect they were
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above nll the others, and that was in the activity of the women. They created
the first women's soviet, or anfumeni, anywhere in the vorld.

In Poland, Luxemburg was arrested. The revolution had failed. Out of pri-
s5on, Luxemburg went to Finland, where Lenin, Zinoviev, and Bukharin hag also Ione,
While some were dvellinz on the lost revolution, Luxemburg wrote her most fmportant
pamphlet, The Mass Strike. That s what she had singled out, among 811 the activi-
ties, as the most important thing that had happened. They were also preparing for
a Russian Social Democratic Party Congress to be held in London, in 1907. It was
the only Congress where tvery tendency attended; a revolution is that kind of an
inspiration. There wers Bolsheviks, Mensheviks, Sectal Revolutionartes, Bundists,
and even a few Anarchists. They were trying to draw conclusionn from the experien-~
ces of the revolution on where they would go next,

Now, there is, I am Sorry to sy, very little of Luxemburg publizhed in English,
but a particularly brilliant speech that Luxemburg made st that 1907 Congrese is .
going to be an Appendix to my new baok, Rosa Luxemburg, Momen's Liberation and Marx‘'s
Fhilesophy of Revolution. . The essence of that speech was? Yes, we are rootec¢ in
vhat Marx had written and done in the 1848 Revolutions, and in the conclusions he
drew about the "revolution in permanencé,” about the workérs never again being with
the bourgeoisie in.their struggles., But, she added, anyone who thinks that 1905
1s the end of the nineteenth century revolutions is wrong. Instead, she poced it
as the beginning of a adwv. series of revolutions, proletarian revolutions, where they
would really establish new socletles instead of constantly being defuuted, 7

Her activity.in that 1905 Revolution itself; her 1906fggmphlet on the revolution

entirled The Masg Strike; and her parcicipation in the 1907 Congress of the Russian
Socisl Democratic Party were three highpaints of Luxemburg 's activity, The asame
year that the Russian Congress met, wasz also when the International Congress wet.
Like the Russisn, iz was the most important' of all the congreases because all the
world socialiats were thera. Here, it was Luxemburg's brilliance and intellectual
understanding of the revolutlons'aqd where they were golng that predominated over
everything, because she was beginning to feel the opportunism within the German So-
+cial Democracy. She was afrafd that the Socisl Democracy would not really be against
the bourgeoisie if war should break out, The Left of: the Party drafted an amendment
to the resolution on militarization which declared that Socialists would never par-

. ticipate in a capitalist war, and Luxemburg s name was so important that all the tep-
dencies of the Left decided to make her their spokeswoman. Here is who gave over to
her their right -to speak: Lenin, Martov, Trotsky, and Plekhanov. {The amendment
won, but the German Secisl Democracy did, in the end, vote the Kaiser war credits, )

That doesn't end 1907, It was thet year that the greatest Marxist school started,
in Berlin, and Luxemburg became the teacher who was most beloved. She credits her -
teaching with posing the kind of questions that later helped her to develop what be-

came her most important theoretical work, Accum:lation of Capital., (It was a deviz-
tion from Marx, but it was her greatest work,)

Even that doesn't end all her activity in 1907, The first International Women's
Conference wag held that year, as well, and Zetkin and Luxemburg were the inapira-

tion for all others there, Kollontai came from Russia, ‘Balabanoff from Italy, and
all these great revolutionary women established international communications among




themselves. Luxemburg gave a report. She wAs the only woman on the International
Socialist Bureau (ISB} which had suggested that the women move their center to
Brusgels where the ISB had its headquarters. Luxemburg told the women not to move
because it wouid mean the end of thelr autonomy as & women's movement. She sald

1f they stuck with Zetkin and remained in Stuttgart they could be both Marxists and
in women's liberation,

Now here is what I want to ask scademia:l Netel's biography of Luxemburg is the
grestest, most comprehensive book written on her so far. He is sympathetic tuv the
wouan, both to her ideas aud to the fact that she was so important in three differ-
ent movements -- the Polish, the German, the Russian. And yet hou does he see
those magnificent years that I heve just described? He calls them "The Loat Yesars"!
Why? T think the women way have guessed, if they remembered that there was a break-
up between Luxemburg and Jogiches during this period. Isn't it & typical male at-
tirtude on the part of Nettl to think that once you have broken with. your lover {1f
you are a woman -- a man brezks with his tover ail the time), then all life is lost
for you? Yes, thzt is why he calls it “The Lost Years." He knows about the revolu-
tioni he knows about Luxembure’s writing; he knows about all three congresses -- yet
that is nis conclusion. Contrast that to what Luxemburg said of the same period:
*1 am only I once more since 1 have become free of Leo." She wanted to fly alone.

What comes next is lLuxemburg's break with Keutsky. That was a serious and to-
tally political break that came about, not because she wanred to fly alone, but be-
cause Kautsky was meving to the right. Sveryone still considered him their teacher,
Lemin included, but she zlready smelled the opportunism of what she was later to
call the Pstinking corpse™ of the Second International, when war broke out. She saw
it back in 1910, when the German gunboat, the Panther, was sent to Morocco. Luxem.
burg said it was the beginning of imperialism, 5She began to break with Kautsky,’
though she remained in the German Social Democruicy. I

) There is no time today to go into all the rest of her development, including
her eventual counter-posing of reality and theory. This is ail developed in my new
book. . . . . : o .

w - W . *

For now, I want to move, instead, to three périods in world history theat ave
ail concerned with what fs called "women's war." Here is where we will gee a con-
nection betwesn Marx's grest last writing, The Ethnological Notebooks, and his vary
early writing, the Manuscripts of 1844 -- the Easays la which he called his philos-
‘ophy a "new Humanism," and brought out the Man/Woman relationship and not only the
class struggle. In The Ethnologicnl Notebooks he returned to the question of primi-
tive society. (It was not because he thought we could put a refrigerator into primi-
tive communism and have the new society; Engels’ The Oripgin of the Family may have
leaned a little toward that kind of concept, but that wasn't Marx's work.)"

Here is what was involved: lMarx found out by reading Morgan's Ancient Societry
that the lroquois women, who were supposed to be "hackward,"” had a lot more privil-
eges than we have, including the fact that they both suggested the person who should -
be Chief and could remove him. Removing him was called "knocking off his horns.”




If he didn't do right (including starting & war they didn't approve), they would
“knock of f the horns" of the Chief, In his Ethnologicesl Notebooks Marx showed that
in primitive soclieties that are supposed to be backward, the women hnd more rights
than in "advanced” socleties. Marx also contrasted British imperislfsm to the Irish
women on property rights.

Not let's move to 1929, to Eastern Nigeria, and to their "Women's War," which
British imperialism called "the Aba riots." Here Is what that was?! In their ancient
tradition when a man éidn't do right by his wife, the African women would all come
to his hut &nd sing the most insulting songs they could think of, including ques-
tioning his manhuod; then they would take their mallets, which they used to pound
their yams, and they would bang and bang on his hut until he came out and apologized.
But {n 1929, the women said, Why should we only do it against an individual man whe
did wrong by his wife, why not against the British imperialists whe are trying to
tax us? The British had never taxed the women before; now they were trying to do
that. The women had asked the men to be with them, but the chiefs had thought they
couldn'’t win against British imperialism. So the women decided to ¢onduct a Women's
War both against their own chiefs and against the British imperialists. They wen it,
but not before the British imperialists brought in the army, and killed forty women.
They established new rules, but the tax was never imposed.

. Now le:'s take an entirely differeut period -- 1863, in Poland. Marx favored
all Pelish struggles against Tzarism because Russia was a huge empire which had to
be destroyed. He was for anyone who would ghake it up, even if it included the ar-
istocracy fighting for national freedom. He was for the self-determination of na-
tions. But what we finﬁ s that in Poland legend calls 1861 the "Women's War." é&nd
we also £ind that the¥¥3X® o Warsaw erupted when the Tzarist police had the gall
to demand ‘that any woman who worked in a factory must undergo the same physical ex-
-aminacion ‘as a prostitute.

When you see a Women's War in three such different nations, and in thres such
© different periods, it is evident that not only was something very wrong, byt that
there was a consciousness as to how wrong it was, and how deep was the uprooting
needed ...,

* . R
Now let's return to Luxemburg}

It is true that LU?ENbUf% kept quiet apout the mele chauvinism in the German
Social Democracy, just as she quiet about her artistry. She took a let from
the men because she felt it was more important to defeat reformism than to fight
for her right not to be called "a weird sister,™ or worse, ar she was called even
by Kautsky and Bebel. But my book will show that she was acrive in the vomen's
struggles in every single respect, whether it was that 1907 International Women's
Congress that I referred to; whathar it was the very First organizational tour
she took when she landed in Germany in 1899; or whether it was the anti-war move-
ment, in which the wemen were the majority and aligned with Rosa Luxemburg. The
very first international anti-war confarence was accomplished by the women in Bern
in the spring of 1915, after the Second International collapsed in voting war credits
to the Kaiser. It was organized by Luxemburg and Zetkin, but the Prussians, krowing
very well what s revolutjonary Luxemburg was, hurried her off to jail before she
could go to the conference.
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Prison did not stop her work, vhether tt was her famous anti-war theais, or
whether it was a question of the individual letters she sent out from her jail celtl.
I want to read to you vhat she wrote €O Mathilde Wurm on New Year's Eve, 1916.
Mathilde Wurm was a Social-Democrat, and even though she wasn't among those who
voted war credits, she was among those who rationalized why the others did so.
Luxemburg wrote to hers W1ty telling you that as soon as 1 can stick my nose cut
again I will hunt and herry your society of frogs with trumpet blasts, whip crack-
ings, and bloodhounds -- 1i{ke Penthesilea I wanted to say, but by God, you people
are no Achilles.” ’

Penthesilea was the Queen of the Ampzons, and Luxemburg suddenly mokes ref-
erence to her in this letter in which she is really talk ng sbour the 1914 strug-
gle ngainst wer. Now tisten to how she endad her letter: ‘Have you had enough
of # New Year's greeting new? Then see to it that you stay human «... Being human
means joyfully throwing your whole 1ife ‘on the scalés of destiny' when need be,
but all the while rejoicing in every sunny day and every beautiful cloud. #Ach, 1
know of no formula to write you for being human ... " Tt is this concept of an
entirely different world that we are dealing with.

Time forces me to end., But I went to leave yaou with two very different things
-- one is what 1 wrote in Philosophy and Revolution on the present Womzn's Movement,
and the other is what I said te the Heget Society of America on "Hegei's Absolute
ldoa as New Beginning." 1 rant to combine them here for you today.

in Philgsophy &nd Revolution I wrotet "The uniqueness of today's Women's Lib-
eration mevement is that it dares to challenge what is, including the male chauvinism .
not only under capitalism but within the revolutionary movement itself, . To fear to
expose thia male chauvinism leads to helplessness. To face reality, and to face it
not through sheer voluntarism, but with full awareness of all the forces lined up
agailnst us, i3 the one way to assure the coalescence with other revolutionary forces,
especially labor, which is so strategically placed in production and has its own
blask dimension. But the fact that it will not be possible fully te overcome male
chauvinism as long as class society exists does not favalidate the movement any more
“than any struggle for freedom in invalidated. On the contrary, the very fact that
there 15 a widespread Women's Literation movement proves that it is an idea whose.
time has come and that it-is an Integral part of the very organinm of -liberation.”

To the Hegel Society of America 1 said: "In his re-examination of Hegel, Pro-
fessor Findlay was right when he stated Hegel's exegeses rcan seem arid and false
to those who see nothing mysterious and god-like in the facts of human thought.?®
Byt isn't it equelly tyue that philosophers who stand only in terrer before revalu-
tion not only do not *comprehend! it, they cannot Eully4EEEEEE§e“ he revolutlon in
thought? And Hegel did revolutionize philosophy. Apsolute Idea as mew beglnning
can hecome a new tgubjectivityt for realizing Hegel's prineiple, that ‘the tran-
scendence of the opposition between Notion and Reality, and that unity which is
truth, rest upon this subjectivity alone.’ This ls not exactly a sSummons to the
barricades, but Hegel is asking us tc have our ears Aas well as our cstegories BO
attuned to the 'Spirit’'s urgency' that ve rise to the challenge of working out,
through 'patience, seriousness, suffering and labor of the negative,' & totalily
new relationship of philosophy to the actuality and action as pefits a 'birth-
time of history.™
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