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PREFACE

Tae most superficial reanan for drdtensing thiy ip.
nuc G oar Kewsletter to Herbert Marcuss fn that %e wer
A mensur of our Mdvisary Boned, The far more neplyus
reanon fu that he opn be Aogied to hevn boch o Wby
impartant contributor to the aoclolory of knrwledge,
For hey like hin friends mnd arqociates of the an-aplled
Frunkturt Soheol -« nmen lne Theaker W, a4 o, Mak
Horkhelzer, leo Liwenthal, or Erich Froom, Lo nentlon
e Lesl-Riwn nmmamp then =- have previded us with an
anulysin nf oyr sotlety whioh includen wng lmpiiea an
walyals uf Jiy fateilectuul 1lfe wud iva produsta.

T carly and spontasecus wipreciativne vhich vere
Freatnicd on Aucunt 30, 1979, at the warpnl zaeting of
the Americun fociological Asccoimtion in Breten, zan

Alew be rond §n thip dlrection; 1ikn Marcuse's vorks —
which, or LOUrse, are an inceeparnbly riche: storehouss--
Lhery recoblectinng ang aaecaementn, tou, Invite Lhelir
MET W anur¢en frem whish to Rlenn inaights inte the
'm'nd' af our noedetly,

We publish them mn n tndec!, bemorial to Herbart
Mrergune. From converantlong with him on ihe sonlalogy
of knowludge, 1 know thot ho would be pleassd apd intepr-
ested in o rending of Bip vork from its porspective, Tt
viild ke u flne rocult of the present dsaue of the
Hewrdetier (£ 1% olinuluted pome ladividusl or {ndividu-
4l L3 wzbark en guch n taok,

furt §, Wolff, Suest Editor,

KURT H. WOLFF

Wolff. Ve fire Here 5 compmamornt-
Hertert Mareuse, .. iy tr [y, Lo arnd cremfort, feap
ceneentruting o his ROmOry.  Although the need we huve
of hin uand the need he hus of un nlvionaly are {ngompu-
rauble, curs is greater: Anecorpalably greater, preslaely.
fo great: I, for cie, cannct evern believe thai Morbers
Marcuse 18 demd, He so lives,

¥y nume is X

I.wish to thank Ruseell Dynes and Alice Myers of the
Arericen Soctological Asgociction for providing the time
#d place of our gathering. Thic gathering, ef course,
can be nothing but m most prelimlnary wuy of esndng to
terus with Herbert Marcuse. There have been and thers
wil) be & great many more weetings in hix konor, and
f£one can be anything but prelivinary. Teonight, snoe
triends, atudents, collesguen of herbert Marpuse will
aay vhatever it is that presges them most on thls occa-
vlen. That s, we'll have & nuzber of brief porsohol
Itatexzents that are Mtatinguished Ly their genuinsnesn
and variousnesn, thus reflecting twe Teatures of the many
that characterized the man they recall.

1 huve been asked LY twa uerBens to read thefir
w:Ssager becuvpe, unfortunately, they cannot be here.
One 15 LED LOWENTHAL:

"It {8 with profoand regret that T am unoble to be
Present at the cecasion cof puying tribute to the mEROTY
of Herbert Marcuse by mechers end aBsocintes of the .

‘sociological communi ty .

Herdert vas my denrest und oldest friend and for
wany decades my intellectual and scholarly comrsda-in-
arms.  We huve known ench other for almust haif a century
and ghared m 1i7e —- oftan st clos~ physjcnl prodaity --
in many dirensions: theory, politice, the erts, the
Hegelian-Marxian tradition, {ntimate fumily relations,
G2 all vho mourn nim I consider mysoif ns one of the
principal mourners, the only surviver {eertninly with-
out peritoricus o2laim) of a philosopklcal, eultural,
and moral perepective which had fonnd it inatitutional
frame in the Institute of Social Research in Frankfurt,
Geneva, liew York, Los Angeles and egain Freakivrt,

I send oy varzest ttulleginl and parscnal greetings
to all of Murdert’s friends bresent at this meeting to

*, honer ene of the most signifricant social ang soclologl-

¢al philosepbert of this epa.

The other is JEREMY J, SHAPIRO? a nuck younger
friend, asv well an a translstor, of Harbert Marcugu's:

"en can die without anxiety if they know
thet what they love ia protected from misery
and oblivion. After = fulfilled 1ife, they
may tage it upan ':.'::.‘.‘.:-‘5:.':5( 0 die -- at a
momant of thelir choosing. Erca and
Cividization)

Wint men and wemen love has probably never bsen less
protected from nisery and cblivion than during the tine
when Herbert Morause, vho wrote those vorda, lived and
died. Part of hia greatnesd, in which ho teck after hia
own cultare hero, Orpheus the iberator, whe (with genu-
ine phllosczhy) “responds to the fact of death with the
Great Reruunl,” ia t. have affizumed thin pounibility of
beth 1ife and denth without anxlety at w time vhen even

* Abridged with the nuthar's perniralon,

ilre vitn mnxlety has been rendered prublenatic by the
technology of domination. I do nut know whether Marcuse
dled without anxisty el o momant of his own ehoosing.
Lt © kiev vhoat he did Iive & fuifllled 1ife, in which
he ¥as ahie o relats to wher ke loved «= the earth, ita
respia, their creetiona of beauty and {nteliect —- a5
though Lhey wers protected frem mizery and obiivien,
fieelng them It the light of the Grphlc and Kurcissistis
Zros [that] awmkens and liberates potentinlities that are
real in things onimete and inanimnte, in organic and in-
orgacic nature -~ resl but in the un-erotic reality sup-
bresged. Thoue potenvinlities eireumscribe. the telos
inkerent in them ae: "tust Lo be what they a.re.' 'bning-
there," extoting (Eros and Civillzetion), Marcuse's
contributions ua p iiberator, as a eritivol theorist
concelned with urderstanding ang traneforoming our rociaty
in the lignt of 1tu higturically speedfic emancipatory
{und ruprensive) Potentinl, were nourished frex s daep
core of humanity, dgnity, inagination, tenderness, ana
hagor that glzo enerecterized Ny life und Personelity,.
iamuaity's dream of a Ron-repressive civilizat{en, vhieh
Marcuse atrerpted to interprat, to ground oater{eiia-~
ticelly, e to help realize, was alen kin personsl
dveem, It informad his character end the dirsetion of
his though%. ihe image of Joy and fulffllment; the

volee which does not cormand but sings; the geature

vhich cffers and vecelves; the deed viich is peace xnd
ends the lgbor of conquest; the liberstion from time
vhich unites man with ged, men with nature {Eron_and
ELiviiizaticn). The pover of Marcuce's concepts and the
uncampronising neture of kias comitment to Treedon, hep- .
pilr*as.'rntionnlity. truth, and Justice are intimately ’
lir¥ed to his Orphie and Nar:tasistic inspiretion. To
voderatand the real In the, 1ight of the possible tliat
inberes 4071t und defines tt is ot the came time an ine
tellectua), & moral, and en erotig achievement,

For those who grev tp or llved within Marcuge's
‘Gphiere of Influsnce and activity, the manifestation of
taese characteristics in daily life wers part of the
"reening" of Marcuse, Ieople telz Harcuse stories the
way Nasidin 4old tules of their wunderrebben: not s
muel beosiss of hero wership os becaune, just sy with
Hesidie rubble and pre=Socratlic philoscphera, svaryasy
e, converpatina, and, especially, humor vere the place
wiere wisdon, reflection, and eritique took 1ife, the
crigiuel lomus of the unlty of theory and practice,
Freryoae whe had much contact with Marcuse knova dozens
uf asueh storfes. A1 of thenm bespeak an attitude of ly—
reverent, criticel, and sometimns almust obetreperous
hugar that wea not Derely a peraopal idicsyncrasy but
rather linked Marcuse'y cpirit with thet joyful transcen-
denne, beyond ail usgsentiment, of surrealist pranks,
[letzachie’s gny science, and Marx's question and answar:
"Wy this course of hiztory? In order that huzanity
SecrfUlIy Lok dowrw ol ibo pest.”  Marcusels numor was
an everyday manifeatation of his thinking everything in
the light of it3 determinate negation and in the interest
of vhat he ealled the "lopoa of gratificaticn,” .

Ehurtly before Kanc's deuth fn 1804 ho was visited
by a doctor, Kent, who vex very weak and could scarcely
tulk, vould not sit deown before his guest, who could not
understand hin behavior., Kant zuatered all his strength
and declured, “The Tealing for humanity hes not yet left
ra,” Thete vords of Kant hold, I belleve, for Marcuse.
The feeling for humanily never left him, and is exbodied
in bile works and whut ve know of him as & person,”
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Just pow came a telephone meocage froc Anpeln Davip:
ghe expressed her regret not to have been vble to come
to thia meeting, but having baen out af town voceived the
invitntion too late,

The sequence of the contributions whish follew wag
wgresd on Just before thig meeting by the contpibutors.
{It was plightly nltered by the editor.)

MALRICE R, STEIN

Toward the end of the gumnerp, Herbert Marcuse died.
As the press noted in paseing, apart from hif meny other
sccomplishoents, he was & merber of the Hrandelo foculiy
from 195L to 1965. Durlng that period he pui-liziied sev-
era}l ipportont books and Articles, but perkups of Srest-

- @3t interest to this group, he wes o mejor cducutive

Fresence on tils campus for students and faculty nlige,
He helped found and malnteis an inncvative interdicei~
Plinary progroam -- “he History of Idema. EHe elss taught
courses end Beninars in o broad range of subjests while
holding appeintments in Soth the Departments of Fhilowow
rhy and of Politics. His course on Advanced Industrisl
Soclety vhere he introduced many of the key condepts 2n
One-Dimengional Man, s book that became g key text for

‘groups in the Sixtieg, was taken by thousands of inter-

egted undergsraduates. He pigo Wwps a major inflvence on
graduate studentn, and one can point to dlssertations in
several fleids including both soclelogy and peychology,

as well as politics and philoscphy. r.hn?. reflect the

impoct of his teaching. .

Sines August there have bean ccomemorative neetlngs
designed to celebrate Marcuse's influence on intellectual
and politicel 1ife. Kurt Wolff organized cne puch dis-
cussion et the recent meetings of,ihe Amerisan Poclologi-
cal Assoclotien, ond one van mssuze that Aimiler oveats
will tgke place elsewhere. Marcuse ves a central uAmber
of & group of sceial theorists called the Frankfurt

' Senool whe develcped a crltical verasion of Marxism aimed

st interpreting several meln snopailien within classical
Marxism, especially the rise of Wazian; the ehsence of
proletarien revolutions in advenced Znduntrisl spcieties
ond the speoinl system of vocial centrol besed cn mess

consumption of commodities, enteriuinzent mnd information

which such socletles evolve.

Tnis is hardly the time or the place to specify
Marcusuts many contributlons to critical theory bat it
is worth noting thet he wes one of but e few Marxist
writers to have any sort of significant audience == even’
when he dlaegreed with them -- wtong the dissenting
young people of the Sixties,

Stephan Spendar tells the story sbout h's ewn
surprise vhen during a huge russ mesting st the Sortonne
in June 1968, he was suddenly suept with great ceremony
to the podium, only to find 1hat he had been mistaken
for Marcuse.

I will shere two memories of Herbert, The first
goes back 25 years to 1955 whun I wag xyaelf o nev fac-
ulty member at a very different Brandeis. In fact, it
goes back even furthaw, ro o Interview for a faculty
sppointment. At that time, the university belpg in its
fifth year, vas quite small having approximately GO fac~
ulty, 600 atudents, and, if you con belleve it, 13
btuildings. There Was n. Beparate sociology depu'tmnt.
end the vhole Schocl of Soeial Science had no more then
20 zerbers, The committee intervieving we had several
impressive persons, iocluding Abe Maslow, Frank Manuel,
and Max Lerner. The one vho aved me the most vas
Marcuse. The nlddle section of his bonk on Hagel,
Renron and Revolution, contalne 4 briiliant critique of
reification of socinl cutegories, including indicatfonn
hov Harxism itself could bezome a form of obucurantism,
This bock had moved me deeply, and I placed its cuthor
on a very high pedestal, It was n deligntful surprise
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1o fipd Marcune to be A moat generoua and Indeed humor-
oun interviewer, vhose paasion for seeisl Justice was
=matched with grent compaasisn toward: individumls, even
asplrant assistant prafupsore.

1 %11l pass over clever years of :ollongueship and
friwndship nnd end oy menticning n 8lde of Morcuse that
probably io 2ittle known, 1o 1969, vhen I went on lenve
ez Brandels for twe years Lo live end Leuch in dus
fageles, my wife, yéung se¢n Poul, end ] uaed to +init
the Marcuwes in San Dlego nz often an we 2culd. On some
visles ve would all travel to the Sun Diego Zoao where
Harhard would share his delight In the mnimnie with Paal
and with the rest of us. He loved thip oo ond despite
nio Frussion patine of paternnl dignisy, onv could ace
cienr'y that he ipved children.

It wes a great privilege ty have Leen his colleacue,
mnd Brandeia cen be proud to have been hia asoadecic lone
for the years that he spent here,

E. V. WALTER

for me, Herbert Marcuse remeins a man of great
cournge and invegrity. The courage is sbvious, He
never yieldsd to intimidetion. e never said or wrote
less than he thought. AR e thinker atd writer his ine
tegrity mlog urged the integrity of soolnl thougnt. He
never approved of the ccuntless apeclalizations 4n aca-
denic 1ife, sometimor exposing them oo mancuvers to meke
Joba,. His work reached over the boundaries of phileso-
vhy, saxlelogy, psychulogy, and politive —- but there
wes a politicel mesrage in this range. He showed us -
that the traditicnel borderlines between the separate
AUpeipiines and polivicel life "have been made cbaolete
by the condiiion ¢f gen in the present era." Formerly
autoficmous areas of prlvpte exfptence, he mrgued, were-
being ebsarbed by public existence.

¥hen Mercuse died this year, ocoesne told me thet
the liev York '1‘ir.es printed a blographival sketch cur-
rving the title, "The Fower of Negative Thiaking.” Tt
stayed with me —- Lut not in the woy the Jiew York Tiges
intendvd -- becauss reflesting an my own relationsnip
with Herbert, which goes back over twenty yesrs, I
wanted to understend nct anly the power that cotoblished
hiwm es one of the meat lopertant soclal philosephers of
our time, not only his euthority as the guru of the Hew
Left, not only his {nfluence on devoted students, but
aléo his impect on um, the frlends who loved him. I
woated to know hov we might use the pover of his think-
ing, now that he no longer exercises 1t himself. How
can it-enable us to live with the terrible knowledge
that critical lnquiry yields?

In the epilogue to Haaron and Revolution, Marcuse
vrote, "Hegel sav in the ‘pover of negatlvity' the life
element of the Spirit and thereby of Reasen. Thin pover
of Negativity was in the lpst analywsis the pover to com-
prehend and alter the given facts in. accordancs with the
developing potentislities by relecting the ‘poaitive’

2e it hnd becom® a barriar to progress in freadom.
Pensen Lr in its very osaunce coatrn-dietion, opposition,
negation a8 long as frecdcm is noy yet real," -

Herbert wos never seduced by the posltive claims of
socinl institutions or politicol leadsrs, He exponed the
voys they centradicied the clelms of resson and freedem.
Some of his grities, thes, condemned his negative thipke
ing as a Journey to ulhilionm, an an irreaponsible expo-
aure of limitations and abuses, as & sour pessimism that
locked at the astoblished world without finding mnything
any good, How could anyone live with such e Jaundiced
view of the world?

But Herbert was one of the most exuberant peopls 1
have ever k¥nown, He enjoyed 1ife thoroughly. He wac
cheersul pessimiot, The power of his parsonelity warns
us againat draving depreasive lmplicstions from the neg-
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stive gualities of 1ife in the present worldd. WHinilioxm,
cyniciam, and Jdeprescive conduct work as contradietiona
to repson ond freedom. lerbers's joyful spirit negoted
the drendful knowledge revealed by eritical inguiry.

My favorite wmemory of Herbert goes back to one eve-
nlng some time arcund 1959 or 1960, We vere invited to
o ctudent party ot Brondeis and hed dinner together
first, then took a long walk, it was & mecorable cone
versntion, but e shredded every politicel psroen, event,
and expectation, and by the lamp of eritical reason the
greaent looked very blemk and the futurs even vorse.

Then we proceeded to the bullding kawwn as The Castie
vhere we had e wonderful tice, and everyone denced, We
rempined in high spirits and the party lasteld into the
wee hourn., It wes o delight Lo see Herbert in the girele
daneing alsng with everyone else,

In the leng tun, Herbert belileved, i:e histcrdcal
process Would not fall us. The worct 1s yet to come --
but Lte inevituble contrediction, I think he contisued
to believe, would yield something better than what we
havé knenm.

Aleng with expeosing the obatructicns to ressen and
freedon in the present, Herbert belicved in the {gpor-
tance of utopian thicking. The cunnlag of reasca weavec
pipe dreams into the contradictionz of replity,

My wife,-Ruth, once asked him £f he thought it wers
importont to work toward revolution and to continus po-
litical education even Lf the prospect aAscned insane,
and he enswersd Yes, because it is irportens tc prepare
the pecple sbout what 1s pgoing teo happen. Ak ever since
Three Mile Iglond, I have appreciated the wigdom of hiv
remark, recorded by the editers of The Critical Seirit,
that "for s rationul huoan being, the right to be rright-
ened is the mest important one lefi todey," .

Herbert's life and work and personniity arsver tle
shalles claip that things ere 50 bad oand the futurs locus
go heopeless thot there is no point In writing or thinking

* or ncting. 'The power of negative tiuinking transcends
that irertie. The criticel spirit Is a high soiris,

IRENE L, GENDZIER

1 offer these nttes es tenuative statements, sigms
of a friendship reculled. What follow<s 16 in no sense an

wssesoment of Marcuse's intellectunl or political inpact .

on my work, let alone n poaition on the valuz of his
averall contribution to our thaught. I leeve this to
others for the moment, as I do the task of recoustructing
-the personul neture of his quality ma friend, inetructor,
colleague. There is still, somehow, the foolish uncer-
tainty that Marcuse is only late in his axmuel atopover
and that this exersise will, 4o the end, acusc hiz, so
uentradictory does it uppear in the light of his cloost
SeVere ruserve.

In June,Marcuse waa on 5y mind., I recall telllng o
cumon friend of the elation, m strange term hers per-
haps, that I felt oo reresding some of hia sarlier es-
soys. I wes, at the time, reading Lis essay on Weber in
connection with oome work 1 wes doing, "Industrializaw
tion and Capitalism in the Work of Max Weber," wes such
a coatroat with the uncritical litany of Weber wvhich
appeared in the writings of pelitical acientists cngaged
in the production of theories of Political Development.
There 1s no sense, that one can discern, in that liter-
gture, of the licitatlons of rationality or of its
double-edged quality in relsticn to eapitalipm and par-
ticulerly to the world of advanced industrial cepltalism.
There 18 nc evareness of the contradiction that "in the
unfolding of copitalist raticnnlity, irrationelity be-
comts renfcni ressci as frantie development of produce
tivity, cunquest of notura, enlargement of the mass of
goods (and their accessibility for bromd atratm of the
population); irrationnl vecause higher productivity,
domination of nature, end svcinl vealth Leacome destruc-
tive forcesa,"
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This is ot the place to lecture on the fallings of
vhat iz kaown a3 “Hodernlzation" or "Development Theory,"
though the ublguity of these concepto would almost Jus-
tify such a turn. MBut it vas againat a background of
this lit=ipture and its vooden concepts that Marcune's
estey fell un receptive ears. What in Marcuse's texr is
the expose and exposition of the politicel nature of
‘technical reason', is, in this moterisl, understood to
ba the irpersenal, value~free quality thot dlstinguishes
toth technology and rutivnality and the nature of moder-
nity with vhich they are seen to be allied, So persis-
tenl It this inslotence, snd 8c blatantly does it con-
tradict another panlity that one is laft with a senve of
egLrangentnit toverd sush conesptunlization, or toward
fistnry and conterporury astuniity.

The essay cn "Aggressiveness in Advenced Industriale
fzed Seclety,” vas mncthet yart of that June resding.
And egeln it rescunded on several tevels. In the context
of the swza literature +o which I nave raferred abave,
there appears the pluralist-consensus view of American
experiedae. I In prescriptive and normative ot the sams
tine., Whut it chooses to overlock Is not the value of
moderntion und multiple interests, but the reots of
aocin} coenfiiet and the buses of sociel imzoderatfoa. It
is not enly viclence wid puwer that are in the shadows,
tut th? sggpresciveness which & certaln kini of sociel
atructurs pronoles sid finds offense at. There was no
deterziniom in Marcuse's oppreach, since hers es in Eros
and Tiviiluation there was the promise of m less destruc-
tive pattern vhich the encrzous vealth and cepability of
advancel indurtrial soclety, in this country st lemat,
ecull produce. And there was the poetic uadertene, to
ba-gure, As in Eros, the relentless reminder of the pos-
oibility of' o tendarness in human relaticas; at cnce a
drees and an asserticn of m potentinl transformation.

Ccaversatione with Marcuse wers occasicns to discung
worik wid the relevant end irrelevont that pesses in a
corzen disccurse eming friends without question and with
a gilent comprehension. But there were erens of signif-

‘icent disagreement in our exchanges, particularly insofar

as they iavolved the Third World and the Hiddle Enst. In

_time I ceme to foil that Marcuse's own criterios of the

esaenslel part of the truth, namely, that 1t invelves a
"rezogaitiun of the frigntening exteant to whick history
was pate snd recorded by and for the vistors, that 1g,
the exient to which history was the developaent-of op-
pression” (from the ecany on "Repreasive Tolerznce"), was
a position which he applied selectively. To the extent
thet b alloved himself to zpenk on the Middle Eest -- ha
did sp in private rather thun in public ~= this double
ptenderd emerged. It had its reusons, which history, the
teart wd the mind collaborsted 1o Strengthen., Tt vas
cvut of his own uand Eurcpean experience that Marcuse
argued. The non-YWestern world in general, and certainly

.that of the Arnb Middle Fast remained profoundly "other"

to him; net on an izmediate and personal level, but on a
more pervasive and deeper level of being, But then the
political consequsnces of the discussion of the Arpb-
Iirgell crieis, were more than persunal matters of pri~
vate deliberntion, And the Inperntivea of that crisis
precluded a eurcpocentrism which mpakea iie contizpara=
naturs of thet strupgie. For whatever reasson, this was
o Aubject wailch interestad Mercuse, to which he returned
in cenversation, but about vhich he was not overly pre-
accupled, or well informed, It was simultanecusly too
Perscnal end too distant, & dichotomous position which
ke peemed to impose on the conflict itself. In a larger
sense, howsver, it was not merely the particularities of
the Arab-Isrseli cenflict that were involved but the
lorge:r dimension of the nature of political tranpforma=-
tiond occurring in the Third World,

And yet, Murcuce's work had not only spoken to some
of the problems involved in theee transfercetions, but
to some of those intellectuals of the Third World who
found an echo of thelr longings for lihoration in his
thought. '
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DAVID KETTLER

in the acodemic year 19%2-53, the sceond year after
his departure frcm the State Depariment, Herbert Mercuse
offerad a courae in the Sociology Deperiment ot Columbia,
and he called It “the theory of corlal chaapge” {(in con-
trast to & course by Kingeley Duvis on theorien of nonial
change). In gsome importent respects, the Tvurce resem-
bled lectures on historical goviclogy glven aome twenny
yeara earlier by Franz Oppenheim and then Kax! Ynnabein
at Frankfurt, and T believe that MHarcuse prubrequently
turned avay from this sort of offecring. Yol [ w 4 1ie
to meke my contribution to our mexmorinl ior Hareuce by
anyirg something about thls ccurse. First, tecause I wes
an eager and {cpressisnable wexber of that clnen, nad
want to share some reflections on that extended ereountor
with an audacirur ari energetic Marcuse, ir order to sugs
gest something about his importance to ze end perhaps to
cthers of my generatiecn. Second, because I think that
the story of the course talls Impertant things apsug
Marcuse and may help us to decide hov we should remenber
him. I begin with a brief surmary of the courde.

During the first term, Marcuse periodized the hio-
torles of encient Greece {especislly Athens} and Hooe
into parallel sequences and he charasterized the social
structure of medisval Eurcpe. 'He sought t2 estublish
chjective criteria for progress and decline and welighed
alternate axplanatisns for the decline ef thae ¢lucsficul
socleties of antiquity. Progress, he mainiained, can be
mensured by the development of means %o satisty h.men
needs and faculties, which are themrelves und--geing
transformation. Decline 1s indicated by a <& .inution of
such means. The civilization of antiquity declined, ke
concluded, because it is not possible fur & slave soziety
to sustain develeopment and because the struggle Ior pover
within these hisrarchicel orders aevertheleus presecd ihe
pocleties into cverextending thenselvag. .Medlaval Chrip-
tian society, he argued, represents an adjustment in the
structure of ancient aceiety, but nst e fundementel socinl
change., Marcuse denied that thera were any fundamental

- changes in gocipl syatem during the whole spaa of Western
Eurcpean history until the fiftesnth and sixteenth cen-
turies. Ancient an? medieval asociel history, it aceied,
was cycliea’., marked by the rise and fell of sceianl uaita
«sharing basic characteristics vhich Marcuse found ade-
quetely cutliiied In Semhart's and Weter's gccounte of
preindustrial sccieties and epltomized in the ngtion of -
"tnditionnlim. "

The emergence of modern eivilization in the forn o
industrial society, then, ves tha cnly historical happen-
ing which has as yet merited the deaignation sozlal
change, Bccording to Marcuse, in the full senes of a
change in the principle governing ihe system by which
pociety develoips needs and faculties and the mesns of
sotiefying then, Marcuse expreasly denled that changing
¢lass relations conatitutes sosiul change in his sense,
and he stressed that his conception rendered the distinc-
tion between capitalist and scciulist industrial gsocle-
ties relatively unimportant. There ler cumulative prog-
reas in industrial society in contrast to the cvelined
hintoriea of the esrlier type, but this progresa is not
ftoelf mocial change, and may not directly bring it about.

The distinguishing feature of inlustrial sccisty is
acquisitiveneas, an unceasing extenrion of the produstive
mastery over nature accompanied and nede possible by an
internalized scolal injunction agalnst enjoying what io
produced. Marcuse weant on to contrast liberal and Marxist
accounts of this soclety in ite capitslist form and cun-
cluded with m survey of current tondencles very similpr
to his puasimietic projections in his Aftarvord to the
1957 maiLi0n Or NCARON ANT MEVDLUTION!  QLTACUZN 1n0ud-
trial eivilization dapendied on the cruel puraidox of un-
ending deprivation amid progresaive plenty, ther= in lit-
tle proipect of the naxt mocinl change vhich wouid har-
monize vants, faculties, and seans for saticfaction.
Harcuse's theary of snciel chenge waa more mn interpretu-

" Murcusa,
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tive characterization thon wn explanation. He ¢id review
p mumbar of theories purrorting to account for the revo-
lutionary change from medieval to nedern 2ivilizetion,
tut faflled 4o make o ctrong or cleor ¢ase for en rsplann-
tion of his ovn. There was n ruggestion thut the change
came sbeut becuuse many oxperlenced the old order rs op=
pressive and vere ensbled to liberute themcelves when at
declined toward fallure, precumably in the cyelicval pat-
tern, tut thie suggestion was net elatorated. In the end,
then, Marcuse offered u contrast tetween two historicel
types of scclety, one eppreximating to an ileal type of
seelety which pernits gretificaticn of necds and exercise
of facultles but fataliy flaved by couditiors which pre-
vent the developrent of udsguute =eens, and the other
inherently progrecoive ir meanz but systexatically deny-
fng huzan fulfillment. Criticism would seem to demand
socinl change to an order utilizisg tae newly developed
teand fur Wusen Ands; but sociel Inverpretnticn gave iit-
tle encouragement that such change cun he broaght sbzat.

Tae stutents I knew didn't accept this pessimism,
end we Jebated urgeatly muckhg ourselver whether Marcuse's
pRonive cenelusions wers simply prudent acecomedations to
Medarthyist Amerfen. And we didn't asccept {(or fully
grasp) ihe very restriciive sensc Murcuse gave to the
concept of uneiel chmage. Bub ve were exhilarated and
energized by the course. He offored us a comprehensive
and ethlenlly charged context within vhich we could io-
cate and Further the xncwledge we had begun to acousu-
lete. It was an alternative to disciplinary contexts
vhick mray oxperienced as narrow and technical. Marcuse
renderzd relevant cuch that we hedl been leamning from
others, slthough he algs eccournged us to be dmgerous];,r
jmpatient with objections and aifficulties. ¥We wore be-
irg initiated into a vital debnte involving the major
velred of tha cultural tradition.

The charazter of the debate Marcuse chase to have ua
Join indicutes socething sbout him that I want to memori-
aliza, Tha course cn soclal changs, wiih its redieal
simplification of two types of society, reneved contect
vith the dobates between onclents and moderns which were
cenatitutive of modern social theory. 1 do not mean to
suzgest that Marcuse ‘can be underatood as refucarmeticn
of those early gensraetiens, but simply to call attention
to Marcuse ag conrtinuctor of the humanisw of Shofteshury
and Ferguson, of Montesguieu wné Rousaeau,

1552-53 vas a time of profound reconaideration for
It i touching and cheracteristicaliy humanlast
that he should have deslt with thisc intellectual crisis
bty resurning to origins, to the confrentation betveen the
culture of virtue and the civilization of progress. And
80, since memorials ere quintessenticlly humsalst insti.
tutions, it seexn right to me to recmll on thiz cccesion
nuot Marcuse the revolutionary or dimlectical philosophar,
but Marcuac the humenist teacher and sage.

THOMAS MeCARTHY

Lerare arriving at the University of California, San

45 thi fuil wi 1567, ¢+ snow nerbert Marcuse as the
nu!.hcr of one bock thot hud Leought home te me the eriti-
cnl potentlei of Hegel's thought ms none had befare, and

of uiother bgok on Freud which had, I must confess,

n o2

etruck me an comewhut rantastic., T knew hiz also ne tie
participant in a confercnes on "Morx and the Weatern
World" who hed reeponded to the remark that "no serious
intellectusl gould be o Hnrxint today" with a peculiarly
charming and pasaionste: "Bub I am & Marxist!™ And I
knew hin nore recantly os a philopopher of the New Left
to whom protenting studenis nppealed with inerensing
frenquency.

The your spent in Sen Dlego is nev only a series of
lmagua and frageents of {mapes -« of Harbert Marcuse ns
w man of great poraonal charm, genarous and warm beyond
expoctation ¢o c new collengue peveral decaden hin Ju-
aor; as' n dlgniried and distingulahed individual, vhe
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yet often wore an impish grin an he contermploted or de-
lighted in sume verbal mischief; a8 a man of integrity
and courage who resinted both the blandighmente off the
popular medin and the threats ¢f right-wing groups in
Southarn California; imoges of Herbert Murcuse walking
the ¢2iffs of La Jella or Joyously ecbracing the tembers
of a politicul repertory group after a ntiprsing perfor-
manee; of his rather German-professorial menner in the
ecrnasroom, which did not however prevent him [rem intro-
ducing with a grin eash naw uadercover agent assigned to
monitor his classen; of him Joining with students in n
narch through La Jolla after the assassiuation of Martin
Luther King, uneeslly ignoring the screame: "They're
teo young to know any better, but you're Just wn old
fool"; uf Herbert Marcuse erplalning to stidenss Rizs gut-
reaction to Huxley's Brave New World: that he cnuld nzver
te content {n his own life as leng us cthers were pre-
vented from realizing their humanity; of Herbert Murcuse
adnitting, when cornersd, to a preference for RAcbert
Kepnody over Eugens McCarthy, because Le misged in the
latter the moral paseion he glimpaed in the forzer.

A morelly prasionate sdvocate for hupanity” -- this
would kave to te included in Mercuse's epitaph. 1n thoge
days, the days of 1968, this adveeacy iiad propelled nim
to the center of attention. In fact, the Sen Disgo
Union ~- a paper then distinguished by the numbar of re-
tired admirals encouraged to propound their views on Itz
editorial pages -=- ploced Herbert Marcuse at the heert of
a8 worldwide conapiracy to overthrow all thet was good
cnd holy. I recall cne bLyief period during which he
first visited his son at Colurbia -- cnly to arpive an
ihe University was under siege by etudepts who welcomed
him vith cpen arms; he then traveled t5 Paris for a pre-
arranged conference == only to find the streets of the
elty cceupied by workers and students vhe halled him =20
a revolutlionary hero and escorted hin into the cccupled
zone; and finelly, on to the University of Rome -- whizh
had teen shut dewn by students waving benners wvith the
infemous: - "Marx, Mso, Marcuse." The Sen Disce Union saw
in 01l this the proof positive of its allaguticns.  EBut
Marcuse was no less condemned in atYer, more august
Journdls ~- in Pravds, for instance, and in the Naw York
Tipes. What could the profeasor have donw to merit such
high hener! .

He was not being celebrated for his early rvcogni-
tion of the importance of Marx's Econgmiz end Phileso-
piic Manuseripts, or for his efforts to develeop the
philoscphical aide of Historical Materialisr, aa well as
the historical end materielist sides of philorophy. He
was not belng singled out for having essentially antici-
pated the phenomenoclogically oriented Marxiom leter de-
veloped by the French Existentinlist-Marxists snd the
Jugoalay Fraxie Oroup. Few of his detractora or suppor-
ters were famtlior with his work in the Iastitute for
Sccinl Research, first at Frankfurt University, then in
Geneva and finally in New York. They did not know that
pany of his central themes were developsd in collebora-
tion with Horkhelmer, Adomo and other menbers of the
Institute: the one-dimensionality of inatrumental rea~
son and tha Asstwuctiveness of an exclusively sclentifie-
technological raticnalization of society; the interveave
ing of soclelogical and paychological concepts with their
Interdopendent idenls of an emancipated scelety and an
autonomous ogo; the growing obaclescence of an fndividu-
alintic poychoanalysis in the totoelly administaerved poci-
ety of the present with lts totslly soclalized and Inte-
grated individusla. Nor esuld they, conmequantly, ap-~
preciate what distinguished his thought from thelrs: hia
intrepid afforts to develop a eystomatic, theorstical
enalysis of advanced industriel soclety, both capltalist
and goclalist; the directness of his communication, whe-
ther theoretical or practical, criticel or utopisn; hiv
willingnens to elsk projecting, 1n however brood strokeo,
the basic features of wn erancipated scciety ant o liver-
atod form of Life; of his hops, ever in the midat of vhat
he regarded as s totnl soclaty, that critical insight and
spontanecus protest mignt join together end elign theo=
selves with the disenfranchised wnd the fmpoverished in
challenging en unnacessarily wepreusive soclml order.
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Perhopc Mnrcune overentimated the stability of ad-
vanced enpltalise, the extent o which ita members are
sannlcEsiy Integrated into ite struetures of domination.
Perhops this was in part the overrescticn of a cepsi-
tivity formed in another world in cther times. And per-
haps it wus this overestimation of the power of the ob-
Jestive that lad him to streass the subjective gide of
praxis, thst prompred him to turn frox hietory to mnthro-
poleogy for u Juatification of the potential for & new
society, to advance a conceplicn of nclence and techno-
logy &5 = particular historlenrl project that might be
repleced by o new sclence with n different political
ccntent.  Be that.gs it may, £¢ wps not simply his po-
sition on the political spectrum thut accounted for
Marguse's unegualied influence on the student movement,
thut ¢asblen hip to spesk as did no other to the gener-
atioh that came af age in'the sfixties, that nmade his
enelyeis of capitaliat society ring oo true to skem that
he would be celebrated by the youth of Roze, Paris, and
Berlin es well as thoae of his ndopted country. More’
then any other member of the Frankfurt sehosl, Herbert
Marzuse strove constantly to reiste hiy eritical theery
of scofaty to inciplent Tarces c¢f opposition and change,
hovever wenk, however tragmented, hovever deoperate. -He
Gever gavé up the attenyt 1o articulate the:duzd 2is-
satisfactiun that pervedes 1ife in conterporary induse
triel seciety, to recriont {ts distorted expressisas,
Joining insight vo attitude in a grent rofusel. Herbart
Marcuse naver stopped caring, he never stopped hoping,
he never stopped thinking, end he naver atopped fighting.

JEFFREY HERF

Herbert Marcuse's 1a3t public adéreas was delivered
in ®rankfurt, in May 19T5. He spoke at the

-Bézerpespriche, m: wnnual symposiun sponsored by the

elty of Frankfurt, This year the theme of the
Eépsrpespriche vas the social end politicel implicatieds
qf ncisntific and technologlcal progiewss. The vigor
vwith which he sooke, the sbsence of the slightest hint
of pellticci 1esignation, ernd his cpenness to the polie
tical andzultural currents of the lest decade-andea~half
rede Lt spparent thet we were listening to a great old
mra WROB% critieal rpirit remained young, The talk was
quintessential Marcuse: o distillatlon of themer. he had
developed sinze the I1930's combined with a spirited de-
fense of the New Left, leminism and ecological concerna.

Just @8 Marcuse insisted that the pft-pronounced
";oliupse” of the New Left was a cese of conservetive
wishful thinking, so it should be said tenight that the
ofteméntioned obsolescence of the philosopher of cne-
dirzunsional uociety end of f{te oppnaiticnal forces is
nonasnas.  The greatest tribute we can render to Marcuse
is to rsad him again, to develep his theught further,
end to remember now very important "Marcusian" ideas are
for us teday. In the following remarks, I want to touch
on pom® of the themes Marcuse mentioned in hls lost pub=
1li¢ adaress and in hias speeches and interviews of the
last aeversl years. In particular, I will refer to him
comments on the historical significonce of the New Left,
and on technology and the dominaticn of nature.

Ten years ugo large gegmenta of the New Left aban-
Joned thelr utupian, cultural critical, anti-
authoritarian, that {s, Marcusian components, for the
cortainties of sectarien Merxipx. As Paul Breines said
At that time, “The veight of {ts [the Hew Left's] own
sriginelity wan too great to bear,” In the same year,
1969, Marcuse published An Emsay on Libeyrption, in which
he defended precisely those ideas that had become an ex~
berrasement within the young left. Whatever our gener=-
ation may thisk of its ovn past, Marcuse remained loyal
to it. He said that the Now Lef: had "redofined the con=-
cept of revolution” mo that it vould be appropriate te
the possibllitien pregentud by advanced industrial sooi~
ety, It ned polnted tu “nev dimensions" of social chasge
thar could ne longer bve grasped in political and economia
categeries alons. Instead, this rederinition in theory
and practice vas “above all a revolution of the dominmnt
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systen of needa,” &z well as of the moder of satisrn~ticn
of these needs. The New Left, he claimed, rediscovered
o "suppressed dimensicn" of Marzist theory and practice:
the dream of 4 quoalitatively different woclety, ane in
which the relations between individuals and betwerp humen
teings ond nature, were ccepletely transformed. ihiz
dimennion, suppressed by the productivism of both ex-
isting capitalist end sociellet thecry end practice nust
be operetive now, he argued, in the meens chowern te
nchisve the good society., In belng the flrst movement
of the left to transcend Marxisn's fetishism of the pro-
duotive forces, the Hew Left was o “ecultural revclution”
which "totulized" the oppositicn by cornecting deminetiun
anehored fn the individual unconaclous to conncious
social! dominaticn.

Hi gpske of the "emancipetion of sense und scpsunl=-
ity,”" of a new murality, of the fusion of aesthesics and
politica thet left far behiand the Puritan ethic of eapi~
talisg and orthodox Marxism. Yea, antl-intelliectuulism,
political’ repression, the wuthcritarian rituaiizatign of
dogma, and cilts of violence had iaken their tell., bab
"in gplte of nll that," Marcuse insisted thet the lov Lot
"marked & turning point in the history of copitalism ond
aociaiisn,” It was, in exbryonic form, the' prefiguring -
of e revelution vhose impuise would derive less from
paterinl suffering than from the revalt ageinat lnhuman
forms of labar and free tirs, sgainst enforced needs and
their pseudo-satisfaction. It concretized a smotion that
hod remained abstract for far too long, nawely, thal’
Marx's irpulse to change and not only inserprot the world
did not mean replacing one systeow of donminatlon with
sncther, HRathar, it entalled making the leap to "o
qualitativaly nev level of civilizetion in which individ-
uals are sble to dr.-vel:m thelr own needs in solidarity
wvith cne .another.”

A3 he had for the last ieénde. rocusn streanad the
irportanée of feinism, The crganizatien of froductico
on the basls of Eror would "take the ground oud from
under zasculine aggresoiveness in itz mont repreusive..
productivist form -- namely, the form of ecapl talism,"
What had nppearcd as the feminine antitheals to meseulline
qualiticn vould "emerge as the suppressed historical
uiternative, the socialist altornative" to caniemporary
self-destructive productivity,.

But when the New Left did tura againat it cwn orig-
‘inolity and towerd terrorism, Marcuse's responsc wus

clear: a pragoatic rejection of terrorist viclence was
insuffieiant. "Soclalist corality," the ides that the
goal of 5 liberated eociety must be apperent 1n the pewns
chesen to achleve 1%, way 2qually necevcary, If he ve-
Jected Max Weber's notion of a valus=free socdsl sclence,
he was equally sdamant in rejecting e value froe concept
af ipatrupenteiized radical political opposition.

The ability to think i{n terms of a unity of oppe~
sites wan embedded in Marcuse's every uttarance, "Coes
not the threat of en atomic catmatrcphe which could wipe
out the human race also serve to protect the very farces
which parpetuate this danger?" This was the opening
sentence of One-Dimensivnal Man. Progrews ang dedtruce
tion, liberation from manual lebor along with groving
domination over men and nature, a growing poraaibility of
an epd to unnecesanry instinctusl represslon together
with the growth of repressive forms of Instictual release
to ward of{ the specter of hsppiness == thesu conceptunl
oppozites continued to confound his crities, vho simui-
tanecusly lebeled him a techoclogleel determéniat, on the
one hand, and & backward-looking romantic, on the other.
Ee was neither. He simply took the word "dimlectic” very
gericusly, ns the follawing anscdote illustrates: in the
courge of o recent coaversation it was suggested to
Marcuge that, obscens an it may oound, the introductlon
of the gulllotine during the French Revulution was
"progreas" becmune it was more humane than methceds of
oxecu:icn practiced by the monarchy, He responded by
saying, "0f courae, in bourgeoie socisty that is what
progress leaks like,"
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Progreoa?™ vas the title and theme of his Franhfurt
nalk, Jt war nct B vorli-vensry slght of the concervptive
ctiitural critic he hai often been accused of being.
Enthier, It vuu an urgent insistence thet capitaiism's
“ever more threatening spiral of progress and destruction,
cominauion wnd wubjecticn' can be nalied only it the
radical left nuceends In keeping open the nev dimenzions
&f tatory wd practice it had initiated In the 1960's,
e wlternntive was st111 tnat of "soclalism or barba-
rise’ == nad gy aoch afier the Three Mile Island neer-
satzpirophe he meast this very llterally,

0“ the zany ecntenaversial Idean Mercuse put forward,
@ith nore critlelsn frem syrpatheti{s and hoatile
:rj'.tf than his vicws of modern techaelogy. This 1o not
the cocaslsn o glve then ah odejunte recapitulation.
surfive' it to say thnt hls recarka 13 f'rankfurt vere
fully In tht aplrit of the folloding sentenues frem
Une-Dirensional Man {pr. 1572258, 168-149):

it if mr purpose to demoustrate the interpal
Instrumentulist charactiear of this aclentific
raticanlity by virtue of vhich it {a a priori
technology, and the a priorf of o spezific
tochnology -- namely, Lechnology o6 furm ef
sociel) coatr>l and demingtion ... techrology .
has become the great venicle of yeiftestion --
relfication i Its moul pature and erfective
form. ' o

For putting forth such notions, for quustioning the "mmu-
treXity" of technological retionality, for culling for s
"o sedense nad technology™ anl for a aew and "puelsied"
relesion between human belngs and nature, Morcuze hag
best repaatedly eriticized fer committicg the ain of
jrdulgeace 1n resantis, backward-leoking irrationalise.
7n Frenkfurt he auce agnin coxmitted this "offense"
agninst’ cormon oence, obvipusly convinced that ha'd been
fundurentally right all along. He stressed hin leyalty
to the hoges of the 1960'a and to his fundamental Lheo-
retical positions developed over half a century. But he
recallad turror os well us hepe. He concluded his speech
in Frankfuri by referilng %o the terror of Auschwitz.

In the lnst decade, ns the political struggle shifted
fron ohie for revolution te cne fur tenure, a more or leas
perveaive mocd in our generatlon hes implled that Herbert
Marcuse and his unnlysis of. advenced capitalism and com-
mnfism was o sign of the times; and with the fracturing
of our "offluent soclety,” the entry of ‘o decade of
double«digit inflation and high unemplcyment, of the Jaob
and energy shortags, the philosopher of the revellicon
agalnat the cne-dizmensional society had bezome o zuscuz
plece -= 88 hod our own political past. As I listened
te hin in Frankfurt so moen after Three Mile Island,
aftey the China-Vietnas var, after o decade of "scientif-
ic'Marxicn" in American ‘sociology -- durlng vhich time it
gheuld be jald that American acclology has proved ityelf
to be remarkadly immune to Marcuse's influence ==~ I re-
fleated that Muwrcuse's thought was as tizely today oo it
uns when he firat amrticuloted 1t. The lagscy ke has be-
quenthed to up peans that Marcuse's critfesl spirit -- ir
such a oad cceasion &R this allews a hopeful note -- s
yery much akive, Marcuse vas the last of o great gonera-
tion of Wastern Marxist philosophers, but we must‘hope
for all of cur sakes, not the last of an endasgered
apecien: the polltically engaged and desply cultured
lntellectunl. In his lest speech Marcuse dlspleyed the
peasimism of the intellect and optimlam of the will, the
instirctual impulse to & rensonod Great Relusml or more
simply thae «ffort to fuse social theory and epancipatory
political practice that informed his whole life and work.

MARGARET CERULLO
Not the least of the ironies and interesting Fara-
doxer That constitute the aigmificance of Marsuse for

us is the fact thet on dl-year-old man wnd product of
cne of the most deeply patriarchal mnd authoriterisn of
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Fadern cuituren, he tupnes AR s
hle wplatsg, o
n

eed conalntently fn
the Tnat Jeonde tao the subyecot of s e
tien. He axpliuniued hiz TYABLRE I che 2f Lhe lest
bublic lectures he wave In tniy ARy Wi Stonserd in
1974, Stmpiy:
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thr o moat oradical pojiefegy nL Lhat we
huve ac aven 1f tha - ey of thly
ot has o4 yee FELELTNLRD tha Miverans 4
B whole,

I tuke Mursupwts qepr.g,
prefect Bulh as o teptas
opzhnedcy Lin refugnl

moving geature ur FEIprTt whd il darity, whien mhy turn
cut To Le tus ment 34 L opart of hic iteacy Lo the
tole ieft in the ated tudey,

I want firgt g eApIure WLy Mureaze o eght- thas
the Wezen's Libterstisg b CEALL Whd Tihe popt prdlesl”
Poiitical rovemont we huw b oand then, 1n u Marcuaenn
splrit «- evidont alvnys in Lig dinlogue vith Marddan -.
iuterrogate the traditicn ol eritieal theory ftee)s,
confronting it with the development of feminiast tha.ry
a2d practice, in the hope of it emanclipation from &ts
o¥nl patriarchal blas ang Eule-podeled psaurptisons.

What Rugsell Jacoby wrote In reintieon so the liew
left may. be even rore 8pt here: with the CRETEENLR of
the Wozmen's Liberation Moverent, the Bép clcsed Latwonn
T Morcuse's texts L.d the vriting on the wall, sc 3T A
recurrent Marcusean dreams and themeg found thelr epboda
iment in the rovement for vomen's literution what caze
to ba called soclalips feminism: his-visfon in Eree ard
Civilizatien of love as revolutlung his insfstence con
the possibility of 3 new reality princlple, as the prog-
ise of a sociulism which could no longer be understood
83 a change in soelal institutions but had tc be dezpence
te inelude a vlgion of o change in censelousnaas and the
very lnstinctunl structures of fiuzan belngs deforadd by
exploitation and deminaticn; his Unceratanding of stoinle
ise gs a quulitative leny tc n new 2ysten 3f reeds whizh
are senoucus, ethical, and rationel in WAz, The povement
of our recent history revenled the power of eton,.of
love, which Marcuse invoked agalinst & repraagive clviii-
zation fc be the power of woren at work and in the come
rundty,™ a pover which found {ts most concerted pnd
politiecnl expreasicn in the woments afberation movement. .

Mercuse sav the women's moverent at ite coat radicel
88 annoureing precloely a rupture with the Perforrence
Prineiple, the fleality Principle of industrial copitaliag
nd of a soaladiam which continued and even excended the
Parformunce Frineiple ond 1ts valuss. Underlining the
dezand for the liberation of vomen thrown up by the
Movereat itself, Marcuse insisted that equality with gen
18 not yet freedom, He understovd vomen's literstion 33
4 subversicn of the Parforcaonce Principle, not an invi-
tation to participate. Marcuse saw Ilaatly that wvhot was
at stake wes a new morality, a femininot morality, & re-
veranl of the valuss of profituble ‘productivity, repres-
slon, efficlency, aggrescion, competitiveness, of mn .
instrumerntal roticnality severed from emotio: ee in the
aare of receptivity, tenderness, noaviclance, It sests
tC me that repeasbering our own dream, our owvn visien,
aur cwn merality, wvhose terms Marcuse had so eloquently
antiodmato2, 1o o eritical inportance to our Movement
today == in o perfod in which inatlwntnlity, cozpeti-
tivenena, self-agnertion, aggreseiveness, individunlisy
are atarkly revenled and even cynically exbraced as the
Ouoe of the game, Particulerly the academic gome, To
challeuge nny and gll of these, to stand agoinnt the
instrumentality which has come to infect the Movement
thet once stood on the bpais of another marality; to
Propese, Lo think, let alone to envislon and eatnbifsh
—————

IFor o magnifieent historical develepment of this
roint, see Elizabeth Even, Immtgrant Women in the Lnnd

of bolinra, 1890-1220. Tortheoming from Pantheon,
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the cliernotive structures and moden &f intellsctual
aSLivity thnt vould cencretize a2 ddfferent vigien of
inteliectunl engagement «- nounda gs rezentic, as naive
and utoplan e anythicg Marcuse ever Propossd,

Marcuse himself mtood outaide - irritating, ertti-
cul, rocantic, utopiuen, outrageous: g oodel of o eriti-
cal politfcally engeaged intellectual, sgainst the grain,
the trend, the fashion, Tme Politicwd, intellectual, and
sultural pozition ne ¢laired for hirsel? {z sne wnan to
Y29 zen and fower wogen, Zven to pyt together the words,
eritinal, yolitieally cagaged, intellectual . Woman
breuxs the sequence and rominds vs thot we are dealing
“!th u phenczencn virtuolly unknewn in this countyy, For
L oTew mingtes, I would ke o begin to explore why.
what ¥ind of 1ife ere ve trlking mbout wnd fop whon i3 it
pussille? VWhat kinds of assumptiona, decisions, strug-
gles, Sucrifices conutltute, enable, raralyze, or deny
the Llfe of A politleal Intellectuni? Wire o fumfly,
dexuallsy, Perenting, love fit within {t {ai1 lagues ©
*hich In otiier contexts Harcuse ingisted had to be taken *
into politlesl account)?  Woen Marcuse proposss ag the
teras of guch 8 life the fusicn of eros and Teason, what
1 nust canclude is that he 15 lzplieftly we ir impor-
tantly -- talking atout the Teainization of male intel-
lectugls., The identifiention of the fominine, of voman,
with ergs, with ?lesaure, with Jonsuslity st seen more
etbigucus to us, the eroticlzation of our intellects a
Pu2slollity with wnich we ara 0ll too farmiliar, As
Yomen, our project mupt ba ¢ grecte the space of study
‘and aolitude, ef intellactual intensity and asgertion,
of ginfidence and chellenge — und stily ‘o think, to
#ct, end to be like women, To begin to salvage nnd tg
FRUSW u orlticsl intellectual tredition top lorng deferned
wid disterted by cur ehmeaee. And that vould be o radi-
cal und subversive praject in the Marcuzean apirit,

M\RYAN'_\'_ LASH

Deacon Pregs is Privileged to heve had a long, chal-
NG end fruitful relatlonship with Jerbart Marcuse;" .
an his publishers. 4 rezark by anz of Beasen's editora
in 1955, when Beacon published ine first of niné¢ books
vrittea or co-githared by’.'«lu-cuae. Erca_and Civilization
get the totie for the rest of the Sl-yeas relationship,
She wroeté.to Marcuse of o "specizl mense of excitemant”
ut Beacon over the upsozing publication cf that tratl-
tlazing werk. Our records indicate that {t begen when
Phillp Riefr, collengue at Brandeis, fortultously
brought avthor mad Publigher togethar,

DF tourse, Harcuse vasn't an well known in tha
Rid-50's a3 he would be 10 or 15

your magazine lists on

'For Women Only' {with 13 cute -little red haarts)
under the cuption 'Current Bocks on Love' my book Eros
and Civiilisat{pn together with Three loves of Doatoavsl_tx
by ¥ark Slcniz ang Fabulous Feods for Feopie Yeu Love by
Carolys Coggins, While 1 feel deeply honornd 10 e mene
tioned vogether with
spprehonsive leat your anyone of thenm should
YWY Y bk} ure disuppointed 17 they don't get what they
expucted.”  After o brisr digscussion of the bouk, Marcuse
¢losed the lecter thusly: "1 feel I shculd warn your
renders mid pratacs tyeslf ngalnet any accusation for not
delivoring the annae "

He =) not hove delivered the goods for Lock's
"Curvent Brokw on Love," bit he certalnly "delivered
the goods” for the generation of the 2ote 2lntise wid
cevontiew,

The early eixties were different. It's now herd te
helieve that when Harcuse wrote One-Dipsnsionnl Man &
Tender adviged agalinee Peblishing {t, 8aying he Aid not
belfeve there was an audience for the boek, Since then
"one-dimanazonel wan” hos become, 1t's fair to 8oy, part
of our cultural fabrie. And for the nsademic world, hinm
wentributing to qur understanding of eritical Lieory haa
been, I telieve, gven more izmportwit, 5993
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prom kros mna CivBlisablon Lhrough One_Dimensional
Han Lo last yoar's jesthetlie Dimansion, Marcuse kepc '
Yorning == wid kept wd ol Bencon working. For i wy-
thing churacteriied Deacon's involvement with ilerbert
Marcuge, it wus iz interest ond invelveront with every
raret of the publishing process —- on involvement that
fiepecn welcotaed and delighted in,  Dur files nre bulgin
vith correspondence fron Korsure:  osiing tor coples of
his boskss inquirlng sver the possibility of w. edition
i French, Itnlian, Japanege ~= or ev=n Jerua-Croation,
Partnership becuse friendship and there groew u speclal
cenge of YorAlng together tor Sommon goals.  1n many waya
Murcure nnd Heworn togrther trecase more like & Burepean
rubiishing venture =- where idess end intelleciusnl seuwrch
sre the plvet, where theory and practice are Joined,

Ynrcase arried
spirlt and cind, Lis
lenging vicion.

thls with him -- his largenesy <f
chersing sense of fuu, hlp chal-

Kig zeen interest in everything we did wes an indi-
cntisn of the man and his work: - he never 1lost his senae
of exsitecent, of inquiry. Perhops whot zmade working
with him so shallenging was the fact that he wus so
sllve, 50 i{ntensely human -- a brillilent and warm peraon,

This ip not to sey his wus uz casy mind to fathem.
As one regder wrote to hlm, "Your style is eeny; it's the
thought that's @ifficult.” {Parhaps “h&t says more about
the reeder than nbout MParcuse.} Bubt ve koow hls arguzent
is well vorth follewing. Tae richness of hig writing io
truly remarkable -- the interploy of theory and prastice
truly unique. . . ’

We nt Bencon relied on him more than we reatized.
We constantly eommunicated with him regarding verks by
other nuthors. And he alveys WAs generous with hie
opiricns mnd suggestions.

Marcuse knrw he war regarded with svaplclon by the
establiphzant prers |, He had written an essay in the sum=-
mer of 1972 excoriexing the Unlted 4tatos for its Vieinam
policies, wn cdeny that ptrongly endorsed Ceorge
McGovern. Marcuze wanted if Lo appens in llep of &
preiace to Counteprevolution and Nevelt but unfortunetely
1t waz nos imte to inelude 1t in thot volume. WHe eX-
plained that he wented iv publizhed that way, beeeuse
"Theso puges are gn outopoker that 1 dee no gthar chance
of getting thec published {except ii some cmoll leftist
paper ur paricdieal}.” .

Put if there was e hint of deospudr, it dicn't lust
very leng. Uoon his spiritu were rining ngain, for he
remained a man of hope.

Quite olzply, Beacon exiais to publiah uriters like

Morcuce. Several large zamzercial houses held cut plan-
dimhments to hin after be gained enlnence and sugceds.
Fut he underatood what our commitments are. We share
with him, as Eriza Marcuae snd Peter Harcuse have put
1%, "in the otrugele for Juatice in this 1ife, in this
vorld -~ to use 1ife to help bring about 8 Letter 1ifs"
And Marcuse continued to honor us with his naw vorks.

It wan an lmportunt partnerahip for beth author snd

Ty
Fusaishor.

JOHY DAVID GBER

Cireunstances having mt lust set me free from the
groves of ecademe, I come here tonight not as a cermber of
gome 1llusory fifth column but os A pooT vorking menber
of the fourth estate. Before I read the brief tribute to
Herbert Marcuse which I composed for the Boston Phoenix,
I would like to meke two cbservatiouns:

French re-
end his
laot.

Just doys hefore he dled, Marcuse told &
porter that it wos fitting and proper that he
1ife in Germany. Ircnic. Bittermwest tc the

.

For
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the Germany thet molded Murcuse and thut he loved ~- hias
firet published werk vas o linited ecdition of Schiller -=-
was alas the Sermany thas drove him out. There ic Jud-
tice in the ract that the 013 Jew, ms he £imetimed calied
hipsell, was able rinelly to pique Lhe couscience and to
mike o 1ittle treusle for the land thet had rejected him
npd had devoured itz cwn beat progeny and impulses.

Becond, & word on Marcuse the scholar. [He knew
tegel, Marx,  Freud and could do textual analyais with
the bast of them. But his purpove was not to produce
scnolurly tracts illunlnating the fdess of seminal minds.
He i not wriie bosks cn Freud; he used Freud -- ruthe
legaly pven =~ L0 eXpoLc o Jater-historicsl nituation
characterized snd dominated by the uiique peychic and
ecuntzds soncatenstioss ecafrenting post-Freadimn san.
Marcuse wes net, then, en Hegelian, o Marxist, a Freudian.
sike the best sccial theorists of the past, he borroved
from, sltered, ond tra-collected” —- in Gubriel Marcel's
term -- the ideas of the pest in order to explein, o
challenge, and to Cppose the movstrosities of our belea-
guered century.s !

The 1ast two decades of Herbert Marcase's 1life were
in scoe ways en ironic and empirical recapltulation of
his crivigue of modesrn society. "That which 1s not yet
a cormodity will btecome one," he used to sXY. Those who

. knew lim before the ratsoric ascendancy to public prooe

ineriee Bnd the equally steep plunge frow the heights of
cedip ?aver geted on the npectacle with bepused amase-
mens, a8 photographers and reporters enshrined his visege
and trivislized his moot serloua idses, That he was na
entertained as we was typleal of Morcume: through it all,
be recaincd unscathed by hiu own rise and deciine.

tee 3lve in the flrst soclety ever in which reality
surpesoes ond abliterates the imaginaticn," Detractors
of all pollticel persuasions made fucile use of cryptic

‘statements like this one to accuse Mercuse of rank uto-

planism, He seldom bothered “u answer the chryge,
bocause b thought that the imsgination was the source
ond preserve of freedom against a predatory and westeful

. society.  Such Hegelien remnantd earced for him the undy-

ing entity.of the dectrinaire left.

Long after hio acuity as a soclal eritic wBe recog-
nize¢ abrond, he was "dlscoversd" in hic adopted country
shortly after the publication of Cne-Dipensional Man, in
156k,  Marcuse wos troasformed in the popular mind into
something he was not by people who usually failed to
undsrotena hiz and who often had not even rend him.

In many ways he was the opposite of those who ncted
in his nome. He neither invited nor caused a cult fol-
lowing to emerge, although he oo doubt felt vindlcated
by it in specific and understondable vays. He offered
erudite envoursgement %o the ratisnal forces of rebel-
ilcn, und condemed -- not 1lowdly encugh for aome ~— the
zindlees ploys and anti-intellectualism.

Morcuse the mac had been molded by & classical Gor-
non educuticn; he pesgessed a Bildung and intellectusal
Jioelpline that had all but died in the trenches of WWI.
Euscerl himaslf set on the examination board vhen Harcuse
tock his dectorute: he studied with [mnd later vepudi.,
sted) Heldegger; nnd the scope of Marcuse's knowledge
wan B constant reminder that o part of hinm nelonged to
the century of Knnt and Goethe. He had a pagsion for
late Beethoven quartets, Mohler, Bergp be knew more about
sowcalled literature =- Garmon, French, English —- then
pany 6 contemperary academie specialist; he liked food
prepared sacordipg to the methoda of Escoffier, and fine
clarets end Cuban clgars.

Yet unlike that of many of his less arudite col-
leagues, Harcuse's wiedom waa not fixed in the past but
wan hrought rasolutely to Tear on the present and prob-

* The text beginning with the fourth parsgrasph vas first

printed in The Bostun Fhoenix, August T, 1979. Copyright
John David Gher.
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able fiture course of events. Marcuse transcended Wig
o¥h scholarship to crente o breathtaking ane devastating
critigre of edvenved capitalist poeleties and thefr ot-
tendant ideologies, Far hinm, Watergate and VYietnam ¢id
show that the syslem works: unfalriy and to the advan-
toge of those who have the moat to loge 1 1t foile,

Those of up whom Marcuse tought and bafriended were
mode especinlly evare of the pover inherent in "the
laughter of dewdly sericusnens.” Thers wen more than a
iittle of TL11 Eulenspiegel in his wisicn ond in his
defiunce, othing trigpered lis scatologlond wit faster
than a men er woman who blatantly espougrd the vipv that
the vey ve (and things) are now is pretty muel the wuy
we {and they) huve always been. Marcuse's lsughter
always made o point, was utebtrusively didactic -- ung
Gometimes concealed his great warmth, .

“Marcuse 1s like Rousseay —- vith less guilt and
gore gallows humer.". An undergraduste‘s remark, alrange
&t Tirst glance but in the end cleae to the mark, Just
as Fousnoeau becase a very aharp thoro -in the flesh of
the Freanch Enlightensrs of the 18th century, e Marcuse,

Herbert Marcuse is dead. Last Sunday nfght, at the
nge of 81, he succurbed to & world he plvays resisted,
His list or credits or erines 15 losg, and 3t fncludes
inciting the studeat revolts of the 19602. For those
vho eollact evidence that the '60a are over, another
8crap can be pasted in the album. DBut those who were
too young to remember those Years znd those who pever
cared should be told: A plece of the livipg past has
been dislodged. :

Belore the flood of bathos comoences, let Lt be
-sald:  Herbert Marcuse was n perpetual scandei. He be-
longed to a gpecles on the andangered 1ist everyvhere: -
the politicaliy engaged intellectusl., Tha world of the
big buck and the fast deal was not hig; neither was he
one of those acoademies who clamber up the ledder of
govemment poata and consulting fees, nor vas he the
Iroat man or fall guy. for any politicel group. His
cummitzent to eritical and independent thought baloaged
to & foding tradition. - .

Marcuse shared cbsolescence with others from his
gencration; It wea the source of their intellectunl
force. What he sald on the occasion of the death of
ks frieud, T. W, Adorno, can be neld of himself: He
pregerved past forms of culture in the weorprenising
cpposition to the present culture. This generation
indicted the preasnt with its cwn pest. Here vas the
root of Marcure's unfashinieble integrity, That Marcute
vas attacked aot only by defenders of the security of
the Hepublic, but also by Mcacow's Pravada: not only by
the Pope, but also by the Freach Communist Party; aot
chly by the Americen Legion, but alao by lef+ sectariasna
suggests that he threatened suthorities of every stripe.
Farcuse was not only a subversive; he wus subversive to
the aubverrivesn.

Marcuse a subversive? He never tired of affiming
that he was coly & “poor™ philcsopher. He threw no
rockn rnd set no bomba. He offered only unexpurgatad
thought: thinking without censorship and fear. But
this provoked censorship end fear, Acedemicc Werd ul=
nerved by his intellectual audacity, and the ease with
which he walked between the dopartmenta of tha univer-
sity, He wrote on Marx as well an Freud, cn the Soviet
Unien o8 well an the United Staten, on philoacphy as
vell a8 art, His ncademic critica were vonvinced shat
Lecauas he had 8o much to pay he lncked rigor. Defon-
ders of law and order malled him doath threata,

v

.
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it his iemonse integrity and fiery opposition to {denl-
OEY¥, ruffled more than feathers ccross the pelitical
specirum. Ho wan subjected to an unending 1itany of
epltheta: Stalinist, thitl-vorking clasa, CIA agent,
elitist, pessimist, utcpian, to 1wt n fev of the more
polite labels,

If hiv epemies have yet to diacover the areas where
Marcuse's pociu) analysis is most vulnerasble, it 1o not
for lack of trying. And for zil the apflled ink, few if
roy, eritics have satisfactorily met the heunting chei-
lenge or adequately refuted his threstening theory of
repreioive tolerance, hie concept of repressive desublie
maticn, or hle conclusion that modern socistien are
untree and demented precisely because of {heir sppArent
rationality.

Marcuse's owa truculence greatly impaded the efforts
o classify, rackage, end sell hip —- and ultimataly to
preterd he did uot exist: true, when he cut tco close to
the bone, ha vas quickly taker cff the aarket., Put hiaw
torically, reports of his death as a pover to be reck-
oned with are probebly greatly sxaggerntod.

lﬁwbadiuhnnwe:hﬁ?}%ﬂhaywaas}%qpahgd‘Smnukd*

RUSSELL uacoay ’ . : .

Harcuse ves & man of the 20th century, and also its
victinm. Along with & generation of Jews, Marcuse made
the trek from Garmany to the United States as Hitiepr
cane to power, Hie 8) years began in Berlin and, with
internediate stops in Geneva, Rew York, Weahington and
Boston, ended in Bouthern California, where he Joinead
the faculty of UC San Diego in 19G5. Others ware not 80
lucky, Meny never began or finfshed the flight from
fascipm, Marcuse did not-forget, and hia repembering '
vas not an afterthought or a veekend testimonial, ‘The
eritical fuaction of memory infused and largely defined
hlo vork, The wounds tkat kenl in time, he wrote, warc
alao the wounds thut contain the polsen. In the c¢loud-
lers wkles of Southern Califoinia, Marcuse never forgot
the darkness thet haunts civilization, -

Marcuce drank deeply from Freud, as well as from
Marx end Hegel. The titles of some of hies books suy-
&5t hia unfashlonsble scepe: Erca and Civilizntion
end Reaspn and Revolutfon. These four worda encompais
everything he viote. The Freud vho pondered whather
aggressivn and self-destruction would Grown elvilizse

.tion ¥es familiar to Marcuse; and he turned not to the

Merx of state production goals, but to the Marx of human
liberation, He chared the sentiments of bis friend Max
Horkheioer, who hed denounced those revoluticnaries who
vera aiready draving up lists for the executions of the
future., Marcuse war no puecifict, but nelther was he a
friend to the culticts of violence. In his vocabulary,
noruography vas not so much four-letter words, as the
hardvare of militmy destruction. He found ohocene o
soalety that indicted the Pernogrophers while parading
bezedaled generals to be gawked at by Little Lenguers
and Boy Scouts,

The improbuble happenad. For a historical instant
thin uncompromising intellectual from the paat, who
never lost his German accent and never learned to drive,
was licnized -- and curded -- ag instigating the student
vpheavals of the '60z. A student of Marcuse's, Angela
Davig, made headlines mo & black revolutionary, and
added to the din eround her toacher. Mis best-known
work, Ona-iMmensional Man, had appearsd in 1964, snd
antfcipated that future soeial revolts would be trig-
gered not by o working cless but by those "outalde" the

® Reprinted by permiesicn of the suther, This easay
originally appeared in the Las Angales Timos on
August 5, 1979, but has since aloo besn publishad
elsevhere,
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warking ctass: blacks, minoritien, utudento ond pesplen
of the Thlrd World, In the United States, nnt even more
in Germany, France and Italy, Morcuse emerged os ofie of
the moot visible spokesmen of a mew left. The "new” cof
the New Lottt expressed o hape and, portly, a realiity.

It was new after the dissipation and renresclon of the
older left of the 16508, and it turned nvuy from the
traditional nrenns of clections and trode unicna to
challenge poziety in 1to gut: the streets, the buresu-
cracies, the forms of 1i¢» and leving. Yet did the
youth of Jerry Rubin's Do Itl == the Yipples, hipples
and rebelling students =- actunlly raod Marcuse's buoin?
ho rmotter, For w moment there wus n convergence of gan-
pibilitier. The inclicate protest oguainnt the var in
vietnez nad racism, vhich gpilled into o wider and
deeper protest, found lts reascn and mind in an aging
Germun—sew’sh philetopher. For & zomert %he gap te-
tween the texts of Marcude nuc the writing on the wall
wvas closed, At the same Sime thet he was writing "the
fight for Eres ia o poiitical fight" the streets re-

. sounded with the scuffles of o counter-culture, TT
Marcuse wne fushlonabie, hovever, it was despite hiem-
self; he wrote no blank checks, end was senetimes a
sharp eritic of the New Left. And when the world vent
on to other things, Marcuse econtinued writing aad lec-
turing. -

A socfety travmacized by the exhaustion of 1ts
energy and fuel mhould take note.

Herbert Marcuse, Bharist -Philosopher*

Ypaciem packed off

) RAYA DLNAYEVEKAYA '

The desth of Herdhort Marcuse on July 2§ mavks u sad
day on tha historic celendar of young revolutionarlies as
well a2 old Marxists. How great is the vold desth hns
grested emn be gauged fron his mature life~span Which
covered the 1919 German Fevolution,.the U.H. New lert
in the m{d-19603, to the very month of hia death ia Ger-
pany -- the countyy of his birth, the land of both llege)
wnd Marz -« vhere he was preparing a paper on "lhe
liolocaust” to be delivered both-there and in Spein.
Marcune's life-span was by no maans onu upvard spirwl.
But the fact that the. mass medis, in thelr obitiaries,
choons to dwell cn his One~Dimensional Mun, as 1f that
ware the focal polnt of his iife, tells o great deal
more about decedent capitelisn than 1t does about
Herbert Harcuse. :

The truth ig that, a8 n young man completing hin
military sesvice in Germany, he was active in the revoe
lutionary Joldiers! Counell in Berlin, Marx's philoso-
phy of liberation ond the revolutionarics, Rosn -
Luxegburg-Karl Liebknecht, were the resl determinants of
Maprcuse's life. It 15 true that when the Social DPemoe-
racy beheaded that 1919 revelution end Rosa Luxecburg
end Karl Liebxnecht were murdered, Marocuse left politicel
ActivViBE ror the stugy of philodophy. It io nui Lrue
that Le wvavered in his commitment to Marxism.

Tn the very period when he wrote his first major
vork, Hegel's Ontology and the Foundation of o Thoory
of History, which ptill bore the traces of his teacher,
Heldegger, he penned v?ﬂ. remains to this day one of the
mest profound ennlynss's/ of Marx'a Eccnomie-Philoao hie
Manuscripts of 1844, vhich hod just then (1932) been
published in Germany, Not only doco Marcuse there call
Marx's sarly essays the "philosophicnl foundation of a
theory of revolutlon," but he adds prescientvly for our
tipas:

ALl attempts to diamins the philesophical content
of Marx's theory or to gloss over it in enbar-
regsment reveal a corpleto fallure to recognite
the historical origin of the theviy: they set
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to these ghored o aliver from the wreckage of European
eulture, It included a Thomos Monn, a Beritolt Brecht
and a flerbert Noreusv, as vell na thowspnds of others.
To ritk o generalizution, one quality many of thio gen-
eration shored wes an inexhinuatible iatellectunl energy
to write, teach pnd llve, Marcuse was mctive and com=
mitted, intarected and lnteresting to the wory end of
fis 1ite. le was born before the age of the sutomoblle
and he died [n the nuslear ¢in, Tudey, corroslon and
eroslica have dumaged the wbility and cnergy to thimk
critically nnd boldly; the pay is poor, and fewv are
npplying., Marcuse's exumple of critical reflectiicn

and politleal commitment munt be proterted and nuriured,
£11 the solor power in the unlverse «i1l non light &
world that has lost {t3-abllity to illuminuie 1taelf.

Mapzune, the peasimist, once wrote that "Not those
whe die, but thege wio die before they micst and want to
aie, those who die In ageny and pain, sre the great in-
diatment againet elvilizotlon." leither Morcuse's life
nor denth add to that fndietment; the carnogy of delly
1if2 nnd the destructien of wars more then suffice.
Marcese led a full ond gruceful lise. What doe2 darken
the future prospecls, however, {5 that the force and
subversion which beleny to the engaged but independent
Intelliectuai will fade inte oblivien, and thet with
Marcune we are burying a rlece ol ourscives which we
are uneble to ratricve.

cut from en sgsential separntion of philcacphy.
economies and revolutionmy praxis, which is o
product of the relficetion agninst which Marx
fought and whizh he had already overcome at the
beginning of his critique (p. 10). -

Just ks the bourgeois press is trying to reduce the
historle legacy of Marouse to the weiting of One-
Dimensionsd Man (to which I'll return later), #o the
Stnlinisto ond. Mcoists did evervthing to slender Mercuse
in the 19603 when, by no means a youth, he nevertheless
identified with the Nuw Left in the anti-Vietnam War
muvement, in vhe Black revolution, In the student move-
ment which rose to a elimax in May, 1968, in Paris.

What those vtate-copitalist practiticners, calling
themnolvis Communists, don't exploin is why they chene
the mid-19608 to pre~cceupy themselves with "exposing
Marcuse's role" of working for the U,5. Goverament two
decnden earlier, in World War IZ. What they hide is
thot while Morcuse, even shen, did not compromise with
Marxisn s theory, they have totally revined Mavxiem
both a8 theory mnd in practice. The remson 1s twofold:
Firat, by the 19600, for difflerent reascns, both Ruasia
znd fhing rofocad a0 anneara anv bt thalie um mavhad of
opposing U.5. imperialism -- that 28 to ndy, actually
cartying out sezret nogotlations with it to mnke sure
thers would be np successaful social revolution in their
¢ lands, BSecond, Stolinicts und Maoiste nlike hoped
to make tho “exposé” of Marcuse uvo slenderous that note
would want to lonk at whot Marcuse hind published in that
crucial year of 1941,

That ¥ea the year Ryapon and Revolution appeared.
In that serminal vork, Marcuse established the Humanism

* Reprintud by permission of tho author and of Charles
Denty, editos of Hows & Lotters (Detroit), where it
orl.s!jna.lly appeared (Vol, 2L, No. T, August-Geptember,
1979},
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uf Marxism, and re-established the revolutionary dinlec-
tic of ?cs‘,el-Mnrx. for the rlrst time for the Americaon
puitlic.'2) It in impossible to forget the indebtednocs
we folt for Murcuse when thet breuth of {rezh alr nnd
vision of a truly classless soziety wns publinhed -~

and we wore actively,oppoaing that imperfalist wer., It
wus the year I embarked on the study of the pature of
the Rupoinn ecenory and the role of lubor in that atate-
planncd econemy, nnd came upon Marx's Humanizt Foanyu

and the famous Frankfurt School. While I deeply din-
ngreed with thene German perugees who vere utdsr tne il-
lusion thot one woy of fighting lozism way to work for
the U.3. Govermment, I felt o kinship to thece opoponents
of Naziss., One thing that distinguished Herhert Marcuse,
a theoretizion in that famous Fronkfurt Schoul (official-
ly inntitute ror Scelal Heaearch), was that he did ant
told himselfl opart from the people im the ccuntry in
which he novw lived; and hia friends were not the rulers,
but the revolutionaries.

Thus at the height of MeCarthylon, when the Humanism
of Marxism sbout which T was writing In Mortass and
Freedoy == 1ty American roots as well as its vorld
dimension ~- was hardly the most populer theory tc pro-
pound in these United States, Marcuse volunteored, wher,
T sept him the manuscript, to write the Preface tc it{37
He slsa tried to find a publisher for it. Neither in
private nor in public did we ever hide the sharp differ~
encea that divided us. But that dfd not keep him from
practiecing his strang belief in a contlnuous, cpen, Se-
rious battle of ldeas a2 more than meie bourgeois decoe-
racy. As he wvns to put it in. that Prefuce:

The Marxian insistence on degogracy as the
preparatory stage of soeielism, far from .
being o clonk, or "Aesopian longuage” pertairs
4o the beiic conception and ig not minimized
by the equally strong inaistence on the
difference betwsen "pourgeoin” and secialint
democracy {p. 11).

Fairly recently {fov. 1, 197€), the differences sur—
faced in e new form ap Marcuse had not cnly poved avway
from any beliel that the proletrriat wes the revolution-
ary foree, but bestoved that revolutionery role c¢n art.
Here is what he wrote would be my attitude: “You wili
lavgh, when you hear 1 am working on Harxiat nesthetlics:
thoean't he have sther worries?' But perheps.we will
meet agaln scmetime, somewhners, for s good d;scussion

¢

and disogreement. " .

The determining division between uo, of course,
epme in 1951 with the publication of One-Dimenaionul Man,
A8 ngainst the Marxion concept of lobor os tne revolu- °
tionery force snd renson for trancforming soclety, which
Hareuse had held not cnly in his 1932 ensay on Marx but
also in his 1941 Renpon and Revoluticn, and as a depar-
ture (or develcpment 1f you %ioh} of the 1957 Brevace to
Morxlam and Freedom, when Marcuoe began questicning the
Tole of the projetariat, he ned pronounced nothing short
of copltelism'as "integration' of the working clasr in
mind s well as bodv =~ end even, A la Sartre's enalysis
of outometion, iA sexuality. 1 held, insi:ad, thet, far
from the proletariet having become one-dimensional, what
the intellectusl proves when he does nct see proletarien
ravolt, ia that hia thought is one-dimensicnok., I aent
hin my review, and when next we met, whal happencd dlu--
closes how great 18 the philoscphic vold that his death
bringa and how hard 1t will be to rill that vold.

He loughed at my reviewil) and colled me a "roman-
tie," 'Those gantle eyes of his had a way of smiling
even when he was theoretically shouting at you —= us if
he were saying! It really is good to have sne who still
believes; for, vithout revolution, what is there?”

This was the attitude I sensed ngoln as he auddenly
angnged oe in m discussion of o phrase Marx used in his
Critique of the Gotha Programee: "lobor, from a mare
means of 1ife, hes become the prime necesoity of 1life."
When he usked what I thought that meant, it nesd hardly

be utresped that Marcnoe kpev very well what Marx meant.
He wasn't arking for any sort of defipition about how
different frem alienated labor under capitalism would

ba Yakor an pelf-sctivity end self-development when, with
the obolition of "the antithesly beatweenh mental and phyn-
Lleal laber," the new soclety could write on its benner:
"From ench ascoprding to his ability, ¢ each according
10 hin need."

i, vhat he wus seving wes: since we "earnct know"
when labor will become crestive as united mental-physi-
cal, any more than we cah knoWw when the titate will
"wither nwoy" == and ve are surely Uvwing in o “repres-
aive monolith,” be it the U.§. or Russia ~-- what gan we,
Yo very tiny minority," do? If you think it lf more
than the Great Befussl == velll

Marcude alvnye had o ntrong strenalt of pessimism in
Lim, I den't rewn pessimsm in ny “poyshological”
Eence == nc cnjoyed 1l1fe too much for that. I mean this
¢onstont veering betweosn loving utoplas and not believs
ing in thex; some nort of cloud was nlways appearing ot
the very rorent when he thought be saw farthest. Ah,
these gou=8 that smlle in those. gentle eyes, OCh, no, he
is deredl

. One final, peracanl word,  Last year when I saw hin
in Zelirormis, where I vas on A lecture tour, we of |
course disagrecd egain; and sgain it was on the nenrness
or distacce of revoluticn. Suddeniy he aghed me why I
didn't stop "running around," (that is, being actlve),
and concentrate instend on finishing the menuscript on
losa Luxemburg ond Marx's Philosophy of FKavelution,

When the news of Marcuse's death came this July 29,
Junt 10 dnyo after his 0is% birthday, ond I remerbercd
the lnat dlscussion, I thought: <the 1919 German Fevolue
tion end Harx's philozophy of liberation were precisely
the pointe of the blrsh of Herbery Marcusc as Marxist
philosopher. How spd that he is gonel How great that
the revolutionary legacy lives anl -

Detrodt
Aug. 2, 1979

NOTES -
{i) in Engiiah thio essny, "The Foundation of Histori-
cal Materialiem," was not publinhed untll 1972, vhen it
wad included in = collection of his casays, Studies in
Critical Ehilosnuphy, Hew Laft Bocks, London.

{2) It i true that Marx's Essays themielves vere not
published in English uwntil I included them ns Appendices
to ¥arxism and Freedom in 1957. But analysis of them,
us Well as the attitude to the Hegel-Marx dialectic as
revolutionary, set forth in Reason and Revolution, sent
zany atudenta who kaew cther lenguages to seek them out,

[3) It vas mlso the perfod when he had Just finiahed
Eros snd Civilization and, while I had Xept py distance
on the whole question of trying to combine Freud with
Marz, © Ai¢ turn the bock over for review to s Marxist-
Humnnist physician vho held that "1t is to the great
gredit of Marcuse that he clearly ond perslptently
pulnio Wil the Zymemis wayplutionary core of Fraudian
psycheannlysio: that the life fnstincts . . . required
not compromise but rejsction of the prement soclety, not
sublimaticn but eonfronting the sickneas that 1s dis-
turbing modars life." ("A Docter Speaks," Hews &
Lettera, Feb, 5, 1957.)

(4} BSea "Reamon and Revolution vo. Conformienm and
Twchnology" in The Activist, Fall, 1964,
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