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Inireduction

HE 100TH ANNIVERSARY of the very first General Strike in the United States

—I877 in 5t. Louis—iakes us, at one and the same time, back to history and
forward to our age of sharp class struggles. What Marx called the “'red sea of Civit
War'" preceded the General Strike. That culmination of the multitudinous events,
from: the question of slavery and the Black dimension, (broogh the first appearance
of the Feminist Movement (Sencca Falls Convention, 1848), to the labor struggles,
ended with the strife-ridoen 1880s and 1890s. It was the period of a revolution in
thought, the philosophy of liberation which did not stop with the abolition of slav-
cry. Inherent in its dialectic is the uprooting of capitaism itself,

Far from Marxism being a foreign philosophy ‘‘imposed” on the United
States, its American roots were deep in the Abolitionist movement and fa the class
struggles; in the rise of Hegellanism as well as in the publication of Marx's great
historic work, The 18th Bramaire of Lonls Bonaparte, in 1852—17 years before its
publication in Europe, ’ : -

Some of the events in the period this pamphlet covers, 1857-1877, may not
appear to have a direet relationship to eech other and to our time., Thus, the St,
* Louis Hegelinns were academics, urlnterested in labor, But some of the Ohin
 Hegelians were semi-Marxists and participated in labor struggles glong with the
Marxists. The first philosophic journal in the United States, the Yournat of Specn-
!ulve Phlluwophy, was Hegelian, aot Pragmarist, All the early Hegelians did unite
in their opposition to slavery and participated in the Civil War on the, side of the
Narth. Joseph Weydemeyer, Marx's closes” colleborator in the United States, was

in the actual leudership of the Union force, in the Civil War, The chspter on Weyd.
emeyer develops this dlalecticat relations! ip.

Weydemeyer's deathin 1866 did nat ei-sd the international telationship, On the
conteary, some of the leaders of that 1877 General Strike in St. Louis were members
of the First International h=aded by Marx.

The alm of this pan:phiet is to present these two critical decades of United
States development av a totallity, First, because this great pericad of mass upheaval
makes explicit the continuity within the freedom movement itself, in which eventu-
ally Black and white workers together challenged the whole basis of humen rela-
tions in St, Louis'in 1877, The years 1357 to 1877 marked the period of Mamx'’s
greatest theoretical works, the period in which he was most intensely concerned
with developments In America; the period of the Civil War in the United States
which led to the creation of ihe International Workingnizcn's Association as well as
the greatest revolution of Marx's time, the Paris Commune.

Secondly, the focus on the iharmting onligive (i gave shape 1o this whole
ayge ueminates both the Hegelian roots of American philosophy (which are even
less kncwn than the American roots of Marxism), and women Hegelians, who are
not known at all. Chapter four **The Forgotten Philesophers, Anna C, Brackett and
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Susan E, Blow—and the Black Dimension™ Is devoted to the contributions of
women Hegelians,

The two decades in focus, which include the greatest conflict in our istory, the
Civil War, were characterized by the sharpest contradictions in the whole of society
and relcased elemental coergies of whole classes and creared mew depariures In
thonght, 1t is at such crucial historic turning paints, when the Black movement, the
class strugyte, and philosophy all come together, that reality is transformed, We ig-
nore the relationship between theory and practice at our own peril.

. With this in view, we have attempted in this pamphler to deal with the essen-
tial thought-and action which manifest the actualitiss and the developments of
philosephical thought. Thus cliapter one begins with the high polnt, 1877, Chapter
two traces the Marxists, Weydemeyer especially, in the Civil g\?ar. Chapters three
and four look at the original St. Louis Flegelians and the women philosophers.
Chapter five examines the Hegelians and Abolitionism in Ohio. Chapter six both
covers the relations and ramifications of the First International and gives an over-
view of the entite two decades, :

Pragmatism notwithsianding, the first phitosophic journel in America was not
only Hegelian but pragmatism evolved from it, not vice versa, Indeed, that relation-
ship streiched all the way to John Dewey of our era. The Journsi of Speculative
Philosoplyy had a great influence buth ir its own time ond in ours. It is anly in the
1960s, with beth the Black revelutions and student rebellions, like the Free Speech
Movemunt of 1964 which centered on the concept of alisnation, that the impulsc to
study Hegel’s theory of alienation beeame actual.

This study also aims for a new vantage point—to look at this period with the
eyes of a women's liberationist, emphaskzing both labor and the early women phil-
osophers whose influence on education stands to this day, We are only now discov-
ering that an American woman Hegelian, Susan E, Blow, had such an impact on
Dr. James Jackson Putnam, Freud's most avid spokesman and discipie in America,
that he wes impelled to challenge Frend for his disregard of Hegelian philosophy.

Or take the question of Marxism and feminism arising along with Hegelianism.
Theugh each developed separately, one rad thread running through all theee was
the recognitlon of the Black dimenslor as one of freedom, and an appreciation of
what it meant to American development. Again, It 5 our age of Black revolution in
Africa and the Unlted States, of Women's Libwration os an idea whose time has
come and thus compel= a totally new relationship of theory to practice, which turns
our eyes {o the historic past. With eyes of 1977 we see the urgency to re-examine

_ those American roots of Hegelian philosophy, of Marxism and of women as reason.

Thus the 1877 Genural Strike was not caly the highest point of labor struggle
teached in the United States up to that time, but also discloses the continaity [a
today's American development philosophically, politically, and econcmically, and
makes it possible to draw the essential threads together—ineluding the American
ramifications of the First International and the dialectic from Hegelio Marx. -

Never again will the movement's multi-dimensional expression be separated
from its undeslying unity in a total philosophy that can itself be ground for the

American revolution-to-be.
h)
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I. The Si. Louis General Sirike

HE NATIONAL RAIL STRIKES began as a wildeat in 1877 afier the third wage
Tr.'ut in three years, On July 17 a striker was shot to death in Martinsburg, West
Virginia and the Pittsburgh workers stopped all freight treffic on the Pennsylvania
Reilroad. On the 20th, Baltimore strikers building barricades were fired on by the
militia, Twelve were killed, eighteen wounded: within a few days, 100,000 workers
in seventeen states walked off iheir jobs in America's first nstionwide strike,

In cities like Indianapolis and Louisville, the Great Strike spread to al! indus.
tries, Women workers joined the S1, Louis walkouts, In Ft. Wiyne, striking women
hotel wotkers spread the strike beyond the railroads. In Baltimore, wonten led the
marchers and were in the front lines when police attacked. On Tuesday, 50 Blrck
workers in Galveston, Texas started » movement that cnded with Black and white

workers winning $2a day.

The highest development, however, would first come in St. Louis. It is the dla.

lectic of that struggle that v;ansformed the railway strike fnto the First General |
Strike in the United States, eruptad on Monday evening, July 23, 1877,

Railroad and Yulean Iron workers, who had rallied on Saturday to show their
support of railroad strikers, me: again in the Carondeizt section of St. Lous, At
the came time in Lucas Market, crowds swelled to the point where they had to be
addressed simultaneously by thrae speakers. A committee of five, including one
Black who had addressed the rrowd, was elected to mect the mayor and express the |
solidarity of St. Louis workers with the striking railroad workers in Pennsyivania
whom the President was threatening with federal troops. The committes was also’
to urge the mnyor specifically fo request that'the President not send treops to St.
Louis, the **City of Little Bread.'*!. That St, Louis white warkers, rejecting the pre-
valllng racism, made 2 Biack one of their leaders, exemplified ap independence
. which baffled authorities, the press, and everyone who did not expericnee the
maovement from within,

The very fact that so many workers had come together at the same time and
place spatked further action, On Tuesday the 24th, workers all over the clty formed
committecs to go around (o different shops and ask them to strike, There were
many walkouts, spontaneously creating aew committees like the coopers who
matched from shop to shep, By evening a column of 1500 mechanics and molders
was winding through the streets toward Lucas Market four abreast, behind a single
torch, fifc, and drum, Some of the marchers carried laths and clubs. That night,
with the biggest crowds the city had ever seen, St. Louis warkers were In session
making official what they already decided through setivics—that the strike was a
gencral strike. They alsn voted a resoluticn introduced by the Executive Commiitee
of the Workingmen's Prrty, charging thc gavernment 1o make sure averyone has =

1. "'City of Little Bread was the origina) deslgnation bsity of the city of 81, Louis and ol the
book n!lnn OF THE RABBLE by Duvid T, Bugr!unh (Augusius M. Reltay, N.Y.. 1968). The
original had grsater detall end eapiurad more of the exciltemant of {hs movament. Ws scknow.
ledge our u-gn 10 this distingutshed work which did so much In unesriiing this arsat avent, In
giving great atiention tn delall, and in having the concreis tacts came to s,
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Pittsburgh srorkers routed troops from Philudelphia ordercd in lo break sivike in 1877,

chance io make a living, and calling for aﬁ eight-hour day and the abolition of child
labor. .

A Black steamboatman’s specch was enthusiastically received by the crowd
when he described the grievances of the levee strikers and asked for help, Without
separating their own ectivity and that of workers everywhere, the strikers then
marched to East St. Lovis to foin a mass meeting of railroad workers whose fellow

strikers were battling militia and police all over the country.

The papers then were full of ““The Great Strike’’ spreading like wildfire among
railroad workers throughout the country, A strike headline in the St, Louis Dally
Journal, “"The Latest War News,"" summed up the feeling on all sides that what
was happening was class war, In St. Louis the apposition became workers as a
class, from all industries and trades, employed and uncmployed, The local press,
which just 2 few days before predicted railroad workers would never sirike in St,
Louis, was venomous. Thev calied the workers *canaille’’ and decricd the *‘mawk-
ish sentimentality** that hesitated to use force against them, -

The truth was that 5t, Louis workers crganized themeelves as a defacto govern-
ment for the entire city, which all sides compared to the Paris Commune. The press
confessed the reality of a new ruling autharity by dulbing it the “Reign of the Rab.
ble,” In its surprise, it was unusually candid in its fear and disdain for the workers
who were showing, through their activity, just how concrete demoeracy can be,
While St. Louis Hegelians feared the workers' spontaneous revolt, the Marxist
Hegelians stopped talking about the self-determination of ideas, and acted them
out as self-government—just as, at the founding ot the Workingmen's Party in
1876, they formulated and fought for its first principle: **The emancipation of the

9
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working classes must be achieved by the working classes themselves independent
of all political parties of the propertied class,"

The St. Louis workers were striking at such deep roots, at basic soctal forms be-
neeth the governmental structure, that the opposition, with all its appeal to legal
process, from the beginning assumed extra-legal authotity. On Tuesday, employers
secretly formed a *‘Committee of Public Safety'”: it included former Confederate
officers who were to raise a “citizens’ militia.”” This Committee took anything it
deemed essential to its cause, riving receipts in its own name. But when some
strikers appropriated bread to eat, the press raged over imaginary *'mob violence.'
By Wednesday the employers were giving orders to the mayor and the chinf of
police, who were so dismayed at the depth of the movement that they saw no way to -
oppose it.

On the morning of "Nednesday the 25th, the third day of the strike, there were
many more spontanecus walkouts including Black roustabouts on the levee, can.
nery workers, and stove foundry workers, By 2:00 pan., 5,000 strikers were march-
ing through the streets of St. Louis, shetting down all shops and factories along
their way as other workers came out to join them. The procession, Jed by a worker
with a loaf of bread stuck on the end of a flag pole. encountered almost no resis-
tance, In press reports of this march, racist epithets show not just the participation
but the leadership of many Rlack workers, As groups of marchers returned 1o their
own parts of town, several bakeries were emptied. In the north side slums, & crowd
threw the wares of 9 dry goods store in the street so "poor people might pick them

up.n

HE WORKERS werc running the vity. Workers decided what, trains would

come and go. Workers® committees were seni out to distant parts of the city to
spread the strike. Committecs of white and Black workers boarded ships on the
levee and won instant wzge increeses for Black roustabouts, who in tum joined the
strike and became leaders of new sirike processions and committees. -

Posting of a police guard at one of the few faciories still operating, the Belcher
Sugar Refinery, caused its workers to walk out. Mr. Belcher appealed to the Execn-
tive Committee to reopen the plant for forty-eight hours so a lot of sugar would not
spoil. The Executive Commitiee persueded the workers to return and posted a mil-
itia of 200 strikers to protect the plant, In the Carondelet section of the city, when
strikers got wind of a local Committee of Public Safety, they jolned the meeting and
transformed it into a workers' organization, Virtually no manufacturer or business
operated in the city without the approval and direction of the strikers.

Every dey of the strike there were two mass meetings (the Carondelet section
of the city held its own) and each shop met separately, formed its own committees,
and held its own processions. It was the self-reslizatlon-—-on activity of mind and a
crcm:nn in the actual world—of the proletariat in the totality of its opposition and
creativity.

That opposition and creativity was seen in the context of both the greatest
mass upheaval in the country, and the creation of a non-state, the Paris Commune.
The press’ obsessive attacks an the Commune theoughout the strike show thiz form
of freely associated labor was alive in everyone’s mind. While the Commune to the
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press wias a “‘savage beast’ that “'showed its teeth’’ in St. Louis, the affinity of
ideas that brings forth a new dimension of human frecdom found the strilers think-
ing French—calling for *'liberty, equality and fratemnity’’ and marching to the
Marscillaise with the red {lag of the Commure.

It is with this in mind that it is important to examine the tension beiween the
leadership of the Workingmen's Party and the worker members who spontaneously
lavalved themselves in the strike. They hed azver.discussed or even imagined this
Ltind of activity. From their beginning as an independent force expanding the strike
to a compl=te shutdown, the masses of workers with their integrated loadership ran
up against the Woskingmen's Porty—whase opposition 1o the workers' initiative
showed they were just as bewildered hy it as everyone else. .

An initin] lezdership committee was electi:d at the mass meeting of Monday,
July 23. Later an Executive Commitiee was formed by the Workingmen's Party and
"by delegates from trade unlons, which represented very few workers and were no-
toriously ineffectusl, The new Committee echoed the press’ slanders of “*the.violent
mob,"" some privaicly adding their own racist epithets, When they refused to call
mass meetings the strikers held their own and never confused violence with taking
bread to cat. More important than the Workingmen's Patty's fear of revolution,
however, is the depth of opposition to capitelism revealed in the new form of humasn
Intelligence, workers’ activity. The workers showed that the opposition between
capital and Iabor was not in the leftists" abstract, mechanical view of history and
organization, but in life itself. .

C HICAGO WAS the national center of {the Workingmen's Party, whose lead-
ership Included Albert Parsons and Phifip Van Patten. 25,000 workers at-
tended their rally Tuesday, July 24; speakers called for change thiotrgh the ballot
box, trade unionism, and nationalization of the railroads,

Monday evening in Chicago about forty Michigan Central switchmen went on
strike. Tuesday inorning they started-marching through all the freight yards, end
by the end of the day all Chieago's {reight was stopped in its tracks. The stockyards
and several packing houses were also closed down. Thousands of wotkers the Chi-
cago Dally News called *Committees of the Commune’ marched off in different
directions down Blue Island Ave., Cang! 5t., and Desplaines St., closing factories
while crews on the lake boats struck. Albert Parsons backed off from the strike
after he was fired from his job gnd city officials threatcned his life, The Working-
men’s Party urged "'quiet*’ above all so they could give the *‘crisis a due consid-
eration."’

On Wedresday, however, workers cxpanded the strike, closing tanneries,
stoneworks, brickyards, furniture factories, lumber yards, and a distillery. As Chi-
cago's business and industry came to a siwiidstill, police attacks started, Police
cornered & crowd of teenagers in a freight yard and felled them with billy clubs. In
another attack tney fired into a crowd, wounding nine strikers and killing three.
That night police charged thousands of workers who had come to the Working-
men's Party rally at Market and Madison,

On Thursday, police and militia stepped up their violence at the Halsted St.
viaduct. At least 18 workers were killed and 32 wounded in the street, many of them
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tecnage boys. Police raided a cabinetmakers' mueting on the eight-hour day, even
though it had no connection with the strike: they shot une worker dead, beat and

" clubbed vthers. The explosion of the Chicago workers and the brulality of police
and troops made lifelong revelutionaries of labor radicals like Albert and Lucy Par-
sons, who figurtd so prominently in Chicago's later history. 2

Back in St, Louis, on the fourth day of the strike, the masses were far ahead of
“their’” Exccutive Commiltee, who feared both workers arming themselves and
the armed counterrevolution, Federal troops were transfetred to Chicago and St.
Louis from the wur against the Sioux and Cheyenne, other enemies of U.S. capital-
ism. Three companies of infantry and a boxcar full of arms arrived in passenger
trains ftom Kansas to aid the Commitiee of Public Safety. The Executive Commit-
tee disassociated itself from that evening's mass meeting, Black and white workers
addressed the meeting and made plans to organize the military defense of the
strike. Henry Allen, a sign painter from the Workingmen's Party on the Executive
Comumittee, later told the press that 'there was never a time when a single police-
man might not have sent away the Executive Commitiee” by lelling it *'not to held
any more meetings."’ What the police could not have *‘sent away'' was the mass of

warkers making decisiuns in the streeis. Two more companies of troops with
anothcr load of armis arrived on Fr:day The arms went to the city government at the
Four Courts Building, where a blsinessmen's mllma was beiug readicd,

In spite of an Executive Committee Icaﬂet saying there would be no mass
meeting, on Friday strikers rallied outside its headquarters, Schuler's Hall, as
$peakers from their ranks criticized the Committee's inaction. The Exccutive Com.
mittee replied with a plan for a delegate’s meeting of trade unions 2nd striking rail
workers that evening. The meeting was raided by the militia, .:vho arrested every-
one they could catch; soldiers and police filled the streets In » massive show of force
which broke the strike, though pockets of resistance held out till the end of tha
month. Federa! treops occupied East St. Louls whose mayor, a veteran of the 1848

. revolution in Germany, had appointed spacial police from the ranks of the strikers’
to keep order. The continulty of the counterrevolutisn is seen in the leaders of the
reactionary forces who took St. Louls on Friday: former Confedsrate gencrals, and
Colonel Knap and his brother, who seventeen years eatlier were forced to surren-
der Camp Jeckson by a spontaneaus militie of German workers who saved Missouri
for the North.

2. A nlw study bé Carglyn Ashbsugh, LUCY PARSONS AMERICAN HEVOLUTIOHARY
:chc s H hicago, 1678) ravaals both the Impest of the 1877 llrlkn on radicals and
he untold story ol the Biack women ravolutionary, Lucy Parsans,




IL. Joseph Weydemeyer
_tmd Marxists
in America

Chicago is becoming more

and more the center of the

American Northwest, |,
Karl Marx, 1860

Joscpk Weydemeyer

AMONG THE GERMAN-AMERICAN revolutionsties who fled the counterrey-

olution in Euzope after 1848 was Joseph Weydemeyer, He was active in the
German Revolution and was a follower of Karl Marx, In every ficld, from publicizing
Marx's writing to participating tn closs struggles to becoming a brigadier general in
the Union Army in St. Louis, he was the mast important Marxist in America. Not
only did the forty-sighters go for ditect action in the midst of a new social storm
brewing over slavery but they engendered new theoretical developments in the

. debate then raging in America on revolution, philosopity, and freedom. In 1852,
seventeen years before it was published in Europe, Joseph Weydemeyer published
in Amcrica Marx's greatest work of historica! analysis, The Elghieeuntl: Bromstre of
Lools Boraparte, He also promoted other of Marx's works in America including The
Critiqoe of Political Economy. . e

Like the 19505 the 1850s were u quiescent period. After the 1848 revolutions
had been defeated, Marx continued to develop his new continent of thought, His-
torical Matarialiem, with the emphiasls iist {he workers are inheritors and shapers
of all of history, Marx was disappointed with how The Critiqas of Polltical Economy
was received in Evrope as against Americe where, he wrote to Lassalle, it was *‘ax-
tensively drlscussed by the entire German-Americar, press, from New York to New
Orleans.”

" . It was the coming Civil War in America that trensfortaed the 1850s for Marx.
Marxists like Weydemayer were activists and chullenged the Germans in America
who were raising inaney as if that could rekindie the revolution in Europe, In the
midst of a strike movement §y New York, Weydemeyer inltiated mecting calling
for the beginning of an independent workers' assnclation that encompassed al!
trades. Eight hundred German-American workers formed the American Workers'
Leaguie in March, 1853 with a plat{orm to stop “*arbitrary actions'* of employers like -
““wage cuts’* and ““lengthening of the legally prescribad workweek." The Amer.
Ican Workers' League platform also advocated free public education including col-
lege. Within two months there were groups in 11 of New York’s 20 wards,

It wasn't oinly the American Workers' League that was anticipating post-Civil
War movements by demardivg free public education and the ten-hour day. Take

3. Oberman, Karl, JOSEPH WEYLEMEYER: PIONEER OF AMERICAN SOCIALISM {in-
ternational Publishing, N.Y., 1847) p. 101,

i3
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the very young Black woman, Susic King Tavlor, whe was born in 1848 and as a
teenager enrctled in the J3rd Regiment, & Biack regiment; &s » laundress and &
tezcher, she taught *‘a great many of the comrader in Company E to read and write,
when they were off duty. Nearly all were anxious to learn.... 4% She demon-
strated in the 15505, while still a slave, that passion for education that would result
in the Hlacks bringing te the South in the Reconstruction cra the oniy free universal
public cducation it had known. This is how she described her own underground ed-
ucation from a Black woman:

We went 2very day about nine o'clock, with our beoks wrapped in
paper to prevent the police or white persons from sceing them. We
went in, one at a time, through the gate into the yard to the L kitch-
en, which wes the schoolroom. . . . After schoof we left the hovse the
same way we entered, one by one. §

While Blacks in the Seuth were working out their own roads to treedom and
knowledge, the Slavoctacy succeeded in getiing the Kansas-Nebrasks Act of 1854
which gave it the green light to spread to those territories. What ensued was a wave
of protest as the fight for the Homestead Bill beceme an important part of free
{abot's struggle against the slaveholders, The American Workers' Lengue sup- |
potted Abolitionism and the Homestead Bill, It was in this sense that the frontier
was importent to freedom and democracy as it reflected the Internal limitation—

slay*ry—that would soon embroil the whole country.

One person who was most influential throughout this period in the struggle for
the abolition of slavery before the outbreak of Clvil War was Richard J. Hinton. He
hed been in the Chartist Movement in England and wint (o settle Kansas for free-
dom. He stond with Johu Brown in Lawrence, Kansas along with thirty others with
rifles in hand as ‘three hundred horsemen attacked, They were saved at the last
minute by forces ordered in by the wavering Democratic Governor Geary who was
afraid of the growing popularity of the Abolitionlst Republican John Fremont,
“Had Lawrence been destroyed.'” Hinton wrotc, *‘the North would have atisen in
its wrath, Fremont would have been elected Prusident, und the South would joubt-
less have revolted four years earlier than it dia.”6 iinton jater was with John
Brown at Harper's Ferry, got away to become one of the first to organize Black regi-
ments in the Civil War, and in the 70s was secretary in the Washington D.C. section
- of the International Workingmen's Association, In the May 1871 Atlantic Monthly
Hinton joined the international debgte over the Paris Commune, writing of its
“generous and genuine truth. . . (giving} form and substance to a purpose so grand,
a spirit so comprehensive,” The articlc wes a history of the new Iabor movement
singling out Karl Marx as autkor of Das Kapltal and one of the movement's *‘ablest
writers" and tracing its origins to ‘the triumnpt of the Americzn Republic over slav-
ery (which} has given such impetus to all radical agitation in Europe.'

Befare that *'triumph over slavery'” John Brewn and his group of Black and
white freedom fighters were already veterans in the war the Slavocracy had de-
clared on freedom. He spoke about the Blacks being the only force that gave Life to

&, Taylor, Susle Klns. REMINISCENCES OF MY LIFE IN CAMP (Arna Prass and the New
York Times, 1888) 1. 21,

5. IbK., p. 6.
g.“!‘i,lnlnn Richard J., JOHN BROWN AND 42 MEN (Funk & Wagnells Compeny, N.Y.,

R
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the idea of freedom in the Deciaration of Independence in which an anti-slavery
clause was deleted at the South’s behest, He introduced Harriet Tubman to Wen-
deli Phillips 5 the **Gencral of us 311" as she and other Black generals like William
Lambert conducted hundreds of thousands to *'North star land,” undermining the
foundation of slave socicty. John Brown's mission in the attack at Harper's Ferry,
another battle in the war that begun iz Kansas, was reclized by those who were
with him like Gsbotn Andersen who essaped and Iater fought in a Black regiment.
Thomas Wentwosth Higginson helped taise moncey for the raid ai Harper's Ferry
and like Hinton organized onc of the first Black regiments,

Though he was a pacifist, Wendell Phitlips hailed the raid at Harper's Ferry as
“‘the Lexington of torday.'” John Brown's execution brought out a storm of protest
throughout the country, Marx’s attention turned to America as he wrote thet the
new rebellions of the American slaves and the setfs in Russia were the “biggest
things that are happening in the world toduy,” Weydemeyer then edited the daily
paper Stimme des Volkes in Chicago. It was the organ of the Worker's Society
which had over 1,000 members. The first thing Weydemeyer did was o get Marx's
collaboration, Today there is not a single copy of this paper in existence, What is
extant is Marx's writings early in the wzr in the Yicura Presse and the New Yotk
Trdbune. There be wrote a history of the =ncroachment that the "'oligarchy of
300,000 slaveowners” had on the Ametican republic from the Missouri .Com-
promise, to the Kansas-Nebraska Act. to the Dred Scott decision of 1857 which gave
a slaveowner the right to go anywherc in the country with his ‘‘property."’

Marx not only cotresponded regulntly for the movement paper, Stimme des
Volkes, but eniisted the help of other Buropean radicals inciuding George Eccarius,
Withelm Liebknecht, and J.P, Backer. In studying the soutce of Fremont's surpris-
ing showing in the 1856 eléctien, Marx wrote to Lassalle on April 9, 1860 about the
imporiance of corresponding for the new paper because ‘*Chicago is becoming
more and more the center of the Ametican Northwest. .. . " We will sec Chicago be-

« comg fiet only & cenier of anill-slavery seniimént but after the Civil War the center
for industrial capitnlism end Hs opposite—tremendous Jsbor struggles. Shortly
after Marx wrote, Weydemeyer had to return to New York to get work &8s a survey.
or. (He did the surveying for Central Park.) Here is just one Incident of how Weyde-
meyer acted in & complex. contradictory situation between labor and the slection:
tailors were lzid-oft en 1nasse in the Wiillamsburg section of Brooklyn because of a
supposed lack of orders from the South. When an anti-Lincoln meeting was called
by sc-called ‘"hungry poverty-stricken tajlors,” the tailors’ union contacted Weyde-
meyer who helped them put out a feaflet exposing the employers. The meeting it-
self was transformed into a pro-Lincoln rally in which Weydemeyer was the main
speaker.

HROUGHOUT THE CGUNTRY the divcassion and activity centered on how

critical the border states were, ard the German workers led the way in St. Lou-
is, capturing the arsenal at Camp Jackson, Fremont, appointed as the Commander-
in-Chief of the Department of the West with headquarters in St. Louis, was in New
York looking for volunteers. St, Lovls became for Weydemeyer, too, an histerc
pivot as hie joined up with Fremont to secure the city, For those whose obsession is
with a particuiar strategy, guerilla war as an end in itsclf, it is important to note
that one of the ways the American Marxist Wevdemeyer expressed his support for
the movement for freedom was to become one of the Ieaders i the fight agatnet
Conlederate guerillas in rural Missouri,
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The strategy that excited Marx was Fri:mant’s Emancipation Proctamation, On
December 10, 1851 in the Vienns Presse, Mars réported his dismissal as a turning

point

in the question that lies =1 the root of the cntits civil war—the ques-
tlon of slavery. Gencral Fremont has been dismissed from his post
because he declered those claves free wio belong to rebefn, Soon
after this, the Washington government published its instructions to
General Sherman—:ommanding the expeditionary forces in South
Carolina—which go further t; an the Fremont proclamation, ordering
that escaped slaves, even those belonging to loyal slaveowners, shall
have the status of wage workers, and that, under certain conditions,
these slaves shall be armed: in this instance, the ““loyal™ owners nre
beizy ~onsoled by the prospect of receiving compensation at some
future time, Colonel Cochrane goes further than Fremont, demand.
ing the general arming of the slaves as 2 war measure,
Marx considered these events in America a *world upheaval’’ as British textile
wotkers held massive rallies in Brighton (o stop their government from jumping in
-the war on the side of the South, even though it meant their starvation. Tt was this -
movement that led to the founding by Marx and others of the International Work-
iIngmen's Association (I, W.A.). The later tremendous meeting In London protested
the English rulers® plan to interverie in the U.S, Civil War, and established tha Brit..
ish workers® beficf in the principle of the abolition of slavery. It also established
international solidarity with French as well as 1.5, labor, and with Poland’s rebel-
lion aguinst Russian Tsarism, and produced the preatest Inangural Address by
Marx since the Commuonlst Manifeaio. Hcre are the three pivotal paragraphs of
the founding rules of the LW.A, written by Marx: )
. Considering,

That the emancipation of the working lasses’ must be conquered
by the wotking classes themselves; that the struggle for the emenci- -
pation of the working classes meaus not a struggle for elass privi-
feges and monopoties, but for equal rights and duties, and the abali- R
tion of ail class rule. :

That the econamical subjection of the mar of lahour to the monop-
oliser of the means of Izhour, that is, the sources of life, lies at the
battem of servitude iy all its foess, of all social misery, mental
degradation, and politiial dependence;.

That the economical emancipation of the working clacses is there-
fore the great end to which every political movement ought to be
subordinate as a means. ...

These were to become: litcrally the statutes of the Workingmen's Party found-
ed in July 1876, Former members of the 1.W.A. like Albert Curriin were members
of the Workingmen's Party and the Executive Commitise of the 5t. Louis strike.
Many other LW.A. mcmbers who were active in the 1870s in St, Louis, like Otto
Weydemeyer (Joseph Wevdemeyer's son) and Herman Meyer, were the ones who
succecded In getting the Workingmsn’s Party at its founding to adopt these
first principles. A member of the Executive Committec in the St. Louls strike who
was, with Marx, onc of the founding members of the LW.A, in 1864 in London was &
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54-year-old shoe-fitter, James E. Cope, These principles were the werld expression
cf prolefarian seif-emancipation ana international solidarity and were integral to
1877,

Marx did not allow the First Int2rnational's support for the Nordls and cor.
respondence with Linceln o deter him from the more serions, relatinaship with the
Abolitionists whom he considered as the real vanguard. As he put it in the Vienns
Presse on August 30, 1862, a speech by Wendelf Phillips “is of greater importance
than a battle bulletin.*” When the fortunes of the North were deteriorating so that
even Engels feared the superior genetalship of the South would win out, Marx as-
sured him that the dialectics of the struggle was quite different. A single Negro
regiment,” he wrote to Engels on August 7, 1862, “would have remarkable cffect
on Southern nerves, ., ,*

Colone! Higginson was practicing the very same principles. He was quoted in
the New York Times on.February 10, 1863: “Jt would have been madness (o at-
tempt with the bravest white troops what (wes) sucvessfully accomplished with
black ones.”* He was referring 1o the establishment in Jacksenville, Florida of the
first post on the mainland in the Department of the South established by his pio-

fore that the “experimental"’ regiment on St. Simon's

bravery and discipline, including a weekly

excursion to the mainland where one *'scout used to go regularly to his olc mother's

hut, and keep himself hid under her bed, while she collected for him all the Iatest

. hews of rebel movements, This man never came back without bringing recruits with
him."? . -

The first Black trosps, though they still faced ik hostility of northern whites
and had a long struggle to get paid their lower wages, liid open the new secret
weapon in the war 2gsainst slavery: ematcipation of the slaves, a civil war not just
"'to Save the union” but for the abolition of slavery. By the war's end 186,017
Black froops hed officially served in the Northern armies,

By the war's end Weyd:meyqr Was commander of the military government of

51, Louis, At no time did Weyde i ar activities from hig work for
the projection of Marx's ideas, whether they be in the historic-phitosophic frame.
work of Marx’s Elghteerth Brarmatre of Lonls Boacparte or in orpanizational-
political work. He got an excerpt of Marx's 1.W.A. Inengural Address printed in the
.St. Louis Dally Press which wrote an ditoria] in favor of the Address and the
L,W.A. itself. Weydemeyer actually influenced the whele new eight-hour move-
ion of the Clvil War, The totallty of bly commit.

itself did not stap it. Cholera killed off Weydemeyer in Aug.-
ust 1866 but the legacy, far from being A mere heirleom, was the ground for the
further development of Marx himse!f, his restructuring of Caplial, as the labor
movement in the U.S. shifted its center of activity from St, Louls to Chicago.

THE 1871 GREAT FIRE in Chicago which Dearly destroyed the city became,
,
-

TTIVED, 2 22w nnlne of deanriues fae lahaety devalsoment Bone neante der.

énstnted in the thousands demanding relief money and]‘ohs. M—njdé strikes were

7. ng%l‘;:uu. Thomas Wentworth, ARMY LIFE IN A BLACK REGIMENT (Coliter Books,
N.Y., 1082) p, 263,
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staged throughout the 70s. As workers met all over the country to demnnd the eight-
hour day on May 18, 1874, Chicago had one of the Iatgest workets' meetings in its
history. The stream of refugees from the 1848 revolutions had swelled Chicago's
Germatt population i 15% by 1£77. A new German edition of the Commnnlst Men.
Hesto which originally anticipaied the 1848 revolutions was issned by two German
sections (4 and 5) of the 1WA, in Chicago in 1871,

Though the I.W.A, was formally disbanded in July 1876, a week later it took a
new form in order to first build up a national movement—*The Workingmen's
Party of the United States.’" Its cfficial statement, Better Times, published in Chi-
cago by Dr. A, Douai a few months after the Great Sizike, declares that it “stands
on the sume principles as the I.W.A."" Chicago was the aational center of the Work-
ingmen’s Party with Phillip Van Patten as its head. The mbid press atiacks on *‘for.
eigners™ could not hold up in the attacks on a socialist like Van Patten since he hap-
pened to come from a family with a long history in the U.S. When onc anti-Marxist
historian discovered that Philllp Van Patten only spent $4.61 for expenses during
the Great Strike beyond his regular paltry income, he joked that “it certainly was a
revolution on 4 shoestring.” Just 25 “‘revelution on'a shoestring’' is beyond the
comprehension of bourgeois writers, so was the remarkable legacy of 1877 as
“‘biography™ of another important leader of the Workingmen’s Party, Albert
Parsons, who was likewise “pure’® Americans, Instead of being a "'refugee’ from
Germany, he was a refugee from the racist South. Born in Montgomery, Alabama,
his ancestry went back to 1632 in America. He martied a Blnck woman, Lucy
Parsons, whe stayed zctive in the movement for the rest of her life after Albert's
*legal” murderin 1887 along with threc other Haymarket martyrs.

What the 1880 will spall out for Chicago ie beyond the period we are consider-
ing. 1877 is its high point, On Wednesday, July 25, 1877 as the workets of St. Louls
took control of the city, Merx hailed the event as the **first explosion against the
associated otigarchy of capital which has occucred sines the Civil War (and) will
naturally Again be suppressed, but can very well form the point of origin of an ear-

- mesl workers® party. .. A nice sauce is being stitred over there, and the transfer-
ence of the Internutional to the United States may obtain a very remarkable pust
festum opportuneness,” : :




Il The St Lonis Hége!ins-—
R Hew Departxre in Thought

ON THE EVE of the Civi] War, all lesser economic and political issues were
obscured as America’s fundamental crisis ‘reached the point of explosion.
With runaway slaves seeking freedora in the North, the Underground Raitway help.
ing them cscape, and whites Joining Blacks in the Abolitionist movement to under-
mine the cconomic foundation of cofton -culiure, two inseparable questions re-
mained: one country ot twe? freedom or slavery?

The idea of freedom brought two men tagether in St. Louis who would turn
over the philosaphic humus of Americs: the Connecticut Yenkee Inteliectua) Wii.
liam Torrey Harrls. and the German mechanic and Hegelian, Henty Brockmeyer,

"They felt the worla-shaking events of the day very decply. :

5t. Louis, its population doubled between 1850 and 1860, was thought by many
to be the great city of America’s future. As the Jjumping-off place for the pioneering
movement west, it became the western center of frade, manufacture, and cylture. it
“was also the center of immigration: there were more foreign languages spoken in
St. Louis than anywhere else in the United States, and its reputation for cosmopol-
itantsm spread world.wide. With u torrest of German and French refugees from the
defeated revelutions of 1843 mecting the greet stream of Black American refugees
from slavery, is it any wonder thet the idca of freedom, overflowing its ancient
channel of abstraction, flooded St. Louis? '

Harris and Breckmeyer, two very different men, shared an interest and belief
in the power of ideas and philosephy, The many-faceted but directionless thought
of Harris reacted with the single-minded Hegelianism of the immigrant iron molder
Brockmeyer, changing both their directions and uniting them in'consciously, organ-

" zationally bringing Hegelian philosophy to Amctica—not as foreign doctrine, but
as the only philosuphy appropriate to the new warld, ‘

They begen this task in three ways: 1, Harris and Brockmeyer responded to the
urgency they felt by taking ofi tu the woods for wesks vorking at & feverish pace
translating Hegel's Sclencs of Lo
By June 26, 1861

fifty-four pages of the Phenomenology of

xpected to have the whole work written out ionghand with.-

in a month. 2. They arganized the St. Lopis Philosophical Society. 3. They created

the Joarnal of Speculative Philesophy . Though the Jezrasd will not appear until

after the Civil War, Hatris always had such a perspective and the jdea of iy certainly
inspired Brockmeyer. ‘

One of the sharpest conflicts in relating thought to activity wes in one of the
founders of Hegelinnlsm in America, Henry Brockmeycr. For the first year of the
war he retreated to his hut in backwoods Missouri. He swore absolute hostility to
the draft and resistance to the death, I a few months, however, he not uisly re.
turned and organized a regiment of German volunteers serving as a Lt. Colonel for
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tire halance of the war, bur he suw that a relutionship between the idea of freedom,
¢ven when limited ro thought as in Hegel, was inseperable from the imperative
need to abolish slavery,

A Mechanle™s Diary. published in 1910, four years after Brockmeyer's death,
illuminates the whole period under discussion here revealing his total absorption of
Hegel—how he lived Hegel. Brockmeyer recorded his thoughts and conversations
with people as vitied as his foundry shepmates and the future United States Com-
missioner of Education, Willinm Torrey Harris, Whether it was actually written in
1856 is beside the poirt. Rather than g simple record of events, this diary i$ a delib-
erately thought out description of how Brockmeyer's philosophy and life were a
unity. : : :

A Mechaule's Dlary records the thoughts and activities of the man who
spacked the St. Lonis Hegelians, Brockmeyer would write one day zbout Hegel's
Sclence of Logle: the next day about molding stoves: the third day nothing because
"My hands are very sore tonight. ! cannot hold the pea to write.”8 What in Hegel
spoke to an immigrant German laburer and started & movement in St. Louis whose
effects are still evident? A Mechanic's Diary makes clear that it was the iden of self-
determination that pervades the Sclence of Logte. Brockmeyet writes:

Again, it is also evident that in this occupation (the knowing investi.
gating-itsell) the knowing determines itseif, as there is no other than
itself to effect its aciivity, It subpoenas belore it the unjversal prod-
ucts of the humun mind, and by virtue of it5 own inherent universal-
ity. recopnizes them as its own. Int determining this content it there-
fore determines itself, not as this or thet individual, whese intelfi-
geece is clouded by this o+ that interest, passion or presupposition,
but as vital humanity—the individu'z| dominated by his inherent uni-
verslity, the individual as men; for it is only in this attitude that he
participates in the thoughs of the race. the resylts of which he
projoses tninvestigate. (p. 56) .

Brockmeyer brought a great ﬁhilosophy to Americs; understanding of that
philosophy was what America brought to him. In America Brockmeyer saw a land
populated by

-+ -& people, drzwn as il were, by lot of destiny from all the nations
of the earth, The only condition attached for the individual to become
incorporated is that h2 possess the courage to forsake the old and
adopt the new—to forsake the old, his home, the use and wont of his
forefathers, dare 2 perilous voyage and not tremble in the untrodden
gloom of the wilderness. There is not a man or womun upern iinls
continent whoze hlood is not freiphted with this courage. ., This
people did not inhurit 2 home; they built it: wrate it our with their
own toil, It is new! (p. 74)

Brockmeyer saw proof of self-determination all around him. With feudalism abol-
ished, human beings were free to develop in many ways.

. Brockmayar, Henry ., A MECHARIC'S DIARY (Published by E.C. Brokmeysr, Washing-
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Unlike so-called philosophers loday, he had ne difficulty overcoming a sup-
posed barrier between the ideas of the Scieace of Logle and everyday life.

Read over my notes on the study of jogic and see nothing in it to
change, even if it was to be read by everybody. Far what does it
amount {o but this, that if the knowing investigates itself, it in zo do-
ing relates iself to itself, it mediates and finally determines jtseif.
Nobody can deny that, Then, as to the knowing being ar the bottom
of all human affairs and achievements, 1 don't think that anybody
<an question that either; certainly not, if he has ever done as much as
to mold a skilles or raise 2 hill of patatoes, or a fow of beans. {p.57)

This coneretization of Hegel's philosophy was one of the unigue contributions uf
the 5t. Louis Hegelians. . ’

T HE CIVIL WAR had exploded and a steady stream of refugees fied the most

bitterly contested border state—Missouri, Sich and wounded soldiers were
housed in St. Louis and fhe city cconomy suffered from declining population, in-
creased war costs, and taxation, None of this, however, stopped the phtlosophical
development. What permeated every espect of Harris® whole life was an apprecia.
tion of German philosophy, Hegefian dialectics especially. This was revealed in all
facets of his activity whether thet be in his exposition of Hogel's Logle (S.C. Griggs

& Company, Chicago 1890); -
Every new freedom gained emancipated humanity at first. But after
a time it imposes on the soul a sort of external anthority and needs to
be replaced by a newer freedom, more internal, more subjective,
more psychologic and less oniologic in its fortn, though not less ontg.
logic in its substance. {p. J6) .

or a letter to his uncle written June 26, 1861;

The difference between the Gerinan philusopliy and =22t ane crdin.
arily undersiands by thet teem philosophy is that the Jatter is o mass
of unmeaning absteactions, which do not assist one’s insight into
anything, whilc the forraeris o development which sweeps the whole
urtiverse of science at one swoop, logic, nature, and spirit. 8

Harris and Brockmeyer recogrized the tofal break with the past that Hegel-
ian philesophy represented. in 2 iime when upheavel and change were the norm,
they found Hegel's dialectical vie i o the apparent chaos
around them. Their committment to Hegel's philosophy was ceinforced by great
objective events, In the same letter to his uncle, Hatris writes:

As for this war, I consider, ,.it the greatest-action of this half cep-
tury. As others have said war uniy ostablishes what was begun a
hundred years ngo. Namely, we are finding the rational internal limit
to the freedom which we had securad externaliy before,

At the war's outbreak, Harris wes a schoal principal. When the state approp-

8. Wililam Torrey Harels Papars, Missourl Historizal Soclsly.
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National spirit of uuity of white wnd Black workers and women is reflected in this
drawing specially rendered by artist Angela Terrene for this pamphlet,

Hated school funds for the military, Harris raised moncy any way he couid, His
commitment to free public education meant there werz only two years, 1861 and
1862, when St. Louis children paid a minimum tuition. Because of his creativity and.
organizing skill during the war years, in 1867 he became assistant superintendent
of the whole school system; and his belief and practice of self-develepment by edu-
cation runs through the rest of his Tife. But whether Herds realized it or not, the ’
philosophic development of the idea of frecdom he particularized in educution was
in three decades of the great Abolitlonist movemend; and its origins wese the south-,
ern slave insurrections and the passengers of the Underground Railmad.

Harris was also a journalist. One published article called “*Philosophy of His-
tory’* connected, albeit abstraclly, the dialectics of the war and the abolition of
slavery. Another article dofended General Fremont who, like Harris, made no sep-
aration berween the abotition of slavety and his activity in the war, Fremont freed
the Missouti slaves in 1861 although hie kuew Lincoln disapproved. He arrested
pro-Confederate editors and suppressed thelt newspapers. Harris' support cam:: at
a crucial time when General Fremaont was weing viclously attacked in the notthern
press.

Although the: Journal of Speculative Philasnphy cid not appear potil after the
Civil War, it preoccupied Harris throughout the perivd. The 5t. Louis Philosophical
Society was founded in January, 1866 with Henry Brockmeyer s president and
William Totrey Harris as secretary. One of their first priotities was the revision and
publication of Brockmeyer's translation of Hegel's Sclence of Logic. This task was
never completed. Brockmeyer wotked on the revision for the rest of his life, but
never found 2 publisher, However, they all studied it: the manuscript was passed
from hand to hand and was the busis of many of their discussions, The St, Louls
Philosophical Society had fifty-one charter members, and an extensive auxifiary
consisting of thosc who did not live in Missouri and women (1), Among its members
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were Dentoiy ). Enider, George Holmes Howison, Judge J. Gabriel Woerner,
Thomas Davidson end Frank L. Soldan. Women in thé auziliary were in excellent
company: besides Anna C. Brackett, Susan E. Blow and Mary Beedy there were
Amos Bronson Alcott, Ralph Waldo Emerson, General Ethau Allen Hitchzock, lo-
hsnn B, Stallo, William Gilpin, Henty James, J.H. Stirling, Kerl Rosenkranz,
Frederick Henry Hedge, James B. Eads, Joscph Pulitzer and J M. Fichte.

This group was a focus around which differant schools of thought defined their
ideas. Then ihe great divide was not in thought alone, but on which side you stood
in the actual Civil War. For cxample, Adolf E, Kroeger, a regular contributor to the
Journal and one of the originul members of the St. Louis Philosophical Society,
was active in many freedom movements.

Although Kroeger thought Hegelian and Fichtean philosophy **essentially™
the same, his own activism expressed the unity of freedom as self-activity and the
movenient of history. During the war his journalism popularized the fatest develop-
ments bath in German idealist philosophy, and in freedom movements throughout
the world. In the St. Louis press he reported and supported national liberation
movemats in Ireland, Italy, and Polond, Kroeger was an avid Abolitionist who

- attacked Lincoln, In one article he urged the Radical Patty to dump Lincoln for his
failure to see the Civil War us a war of liberation. He wrote in the Missonr! Repab-
liean on December 8, 1863 **Unless freedom and civil rights are not merely guaran:
tecd, but given to the negroes, alt oltr efforts will have been fruitless. Slavery will
speak back again, resume itz place, and whole misery wil return in a second
edition,"

Like Harris, Krocger rose to the allimportant moment when in 1861, with the
Democratic Party in total disarray, General Fremont issued and enforced his own
Emancipation Proclanation in Missouri, The freeing and arming of Blacks at that
point, Kroeger arpued, would have made the entire northern population Abolition-
ists; rnd he called the failure to do so the "mnst humiliating and disgraceful epi-
sode of this war.”" He saw clearly ths diafzctical moment when a subjactive move-
ment for freedom so informs the objective situation that it scts the stage for a new
unlversal development. o

The urgency of the Civil War left no time for the separation of thought and
activity. The dialectical movement unfolded in spite of its agents, and Lincoln was
finally forced to use emancipation of Blacks as a weapon against the South, In a
border state like Missouri it was impossible not to feel one’s immediate activity in-
extricably bound to importent historic developments.,

. On May 10, 1860 six thousand voluntuers, mostly German workers led by Gen-
eral Lyon, marched on the arsena) at §t. Louis® Camp Jackson which was controlled
hy officers syrpathetic 1o the South, Henty Brockmeyer participated in its capturs,
which secured for the Union the state of Missouri and its firat victory, Denton I.
Snider, historian and one of the founders of the St. Louis movement, also served in
.he Union cause and [ater expressed the intimate relation between the spontaneous
action of the German workers in St. Louls and the heslnning af the §t. Lonle Philar.
ophical Society. The founders, he said, were “‘animated by the spirit of the Camp
Jackson deed, which marked a new turning point, even if very local and minute,
ist the World's History,” 10

10, Gosizmenn, Willlem M., THE AMERICAN HEGELIANS {Allrad A, Knopl, N.Y,, 1973)
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The 51 " ouis Hegelians uscd philosophy in many aspects of their lives: but
they were bimited in a niost important dimension of Hegelian thought, and this lim.
itation was sclf-imposed, St. Louis Hegeliuns refused to admit socialists to their
circle. They alse menaged to keep most socialist Hegelian writings out of the
Journal, In this they not only deprived American thought, but lessened their own
tole in history, Henry Brockmeyer fiad been in his youth a slave owner. Indecd, in
A Mechanic's Dlary he was stifl o racist. He (giled to apply the ideas of self-deter-
mination and the universality of freedom (o masses of Black people struggiing for
liberation. ‘

Brockmeyer's interpretation of Hegelian philosophy was broad hecause he
applied it to thought and activity together; unfortunately, he narrowed his concept
of freedom te.an individealistic puliing yourself up by your bootstraps. Though he
was for union and viewed the Civil War as inevitable, even here he was embivalent,
writing that the *'chain"' binding the republic to slavery **will be broken. No danger
of that! But the cast of breaking it fills mie with sppreheasion, . .11 But once
freedom was the issue in actual war, Brockmeyer did not separate his view of life
from his actions and fought on the side of the North, coming back a hero, Precisely
such activism in thoughe as in fact transformed the berder state Missouri into an
integral part of the North in the Civil War.

The proletarian charncter of A Mechanle's Diary is cvident from the first
entry—a conversation of Brockmeyer's shopmintes telling how hunger brought
them to America—to the last, describing an injury he suffered on the factory floor,
If anything proves the proletariat to be reason 5.5 well zs force, even when burdened
by preiudice, this is it. The modern reader, like Brockmeyer's contemporaties, is
attreried to his personality by the carthy character he gives philosophy. He person-
ifies what was at once the frontier end urban milies of St, Louis,

N T HE NEW NATIGNAL consciousness which developed made possible new
‘ relationships, new associations, and, mast impurtaat for Henry Brockmeyer, a
serious crganizativnal commitment to philesophy. **With self.determination as the
ultimate principle of the universe, thought has arrived at totality, and therefore true
objective internality. . . " (p. 24} wrole Brockmeyer i 4 Mechanle’s Diary. Wheth-
-er or not his “‘universe’ was & whole society resolving the question of freedom vs.
slavery, he does describe the objective conditions for & 1ota] philosophy becoming
.the ground of human activity.

In this periad the Hegelians established the St. Louis Philosophical Society and
with it, in 1867, the Journal of Speculative Fhllosophy. The Journal dwarfed the
publications of the Transcendentalists, and was the first serious philosephic journal
written in English, Such was the jealousy of Concord and New Yotk intellectuats
that when The New York Times reviewed the Journal they downgraded Harris® lec-
tures on the basis that he was from St. Lotjs.

In its tife-time the Journal nuhliched all mambare and meacd oo e cinbers
of the St. Louis Philesophical Society listed carlicr. John Dewey wrote for it as did

Josiah Royce, Willlam James, Chatles Peirce, Julla Ward Howe, and other import-
ant thinkers of the period.

11. AMECHANIC'S DIARY, p. 112,
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The Joumnal covered philosophy from the Greeks fo the present—especially
Hegelianism, It gave the American public translations of over 5,500 peges of phil-
osophy from Greek, French, Polish, Swedish, Italian, and of coprse German, Much
of this was dene by the women and some of their trznslations, In particular Fichte
and Rosenkranz, are used today. Not only the contents but the repotation of the
Joarnal were international. In 1915 the former British Frime Minister Arthur J,
Balfour, showing off his sisteen voluntes of the Journul, said that he had read every
one of them snd that a similar publication could #nt have been supported in Eng-
land, o

In the United States even Pragmatism came out of Hegelian dizlectics. The
celebrated, “uniquely American'’ philosophy is acknowledged by John Dewey to
have its roots in the §t. Louis movement, Dewey tells us that his first twa published
articles appeared in the Jonrval and that Willlum Torrey Harris encouraged him to
continue his philosophical development. Indeed, long efter he broke with Hegel and
established his own independent philosophy, Dewey cxpressed his Hegelian roots
quite well in a letter to Harris: )

When | was studying the German philosephets, I rzad something of
yours on them of which onc sentence has slways remained with
me. .:You spoke of the “*great psychologica! movement from Kant to
Hegel".. .onething Ihave attompted to do is translate a part at least
of the significance of the movement into your présent psychological
movement. 12 : . :

Dewey i5 acknowledging the truth: from the iriendship of Harris and Brock- .
meyes, from their discussions, the matiun's first philosophic journal arase and
evoked all other strands of American philosophic thought including that most
_original **Americgaism,"” Praginatism.

' 1

Harris sow too much in education itself but his interest was broad, reflecting
its philosophic origin. Harrls was a leader in the movement for free universal public
education that Blucks were making a reality ir: the south during Reconstruction.
Harris' answer to those who disregarded eny ideas from Europe, wanting some-
thing purely American, was that, "Only the Truth makes (us} Free and Original,
How many people stand in the way of thelr own originality! If an Absolute Science
should be discovered by anybody, we could all become absolutely original by mas-
teringit.” 73 He so believed proper education would liberate the hunian mind that
he made the nrame of his day's greatest freedom struggle—emancipation—a central
category In his philosophy of education:

Emancipation has now become the Important side of the educational
question. . . {The student) eannot progress unless he is a free man. .
(and can} investigate sclentificaily, and with safety to himself, all
problems that zresent themselves, 14

12, Pechmenn, Homa A., NEW ENGLAND TRANSCEMNDENTALISM AND 8T, LOUIS HEG-
ELIANIGAS (Haskell Heuss Pubilishers Lid., N.Y., 1970) p. 120, .

13. JOURNAL OF SPECULATIVE PHILOSOPHY, sdited by Wililam Toresy Harrla, Vol. t
1047, “Criginality" p. 129,

14, THE AMERICAN HEGELIANS, p. 302,
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Tt is this view of education, grounded in Hegeliun philosophy and tempared in the
Civil War, that Hurtis took with him to Washing:on, D.C. in 1889 where as the sev-
cnth United States Commissioner of Education he molded this country’s education-
al system for over ten years.,

The cducational aspeet of the St, Louis movement—whether in the kindet-
garten movement, of which we will have more to say later, or Denton J. Snider's
free university—was never separated from its historle content, Henry Brockmeyer,
after a long carcer a5 a successful politician, had his fill and toward the end of his

. life expressed his spontaneous yet universul view of pedagogy. Instcad of going
with Harris to Concord for further debate with the Transcendentalists, he retutned
to the woods, around Mushogee, Oklahoma, to teach philosophy lo the Indians.
This was no rustic idyll: over thirty Native Ametican tribas, their homelands stolen
by the government, were being forcibly rclocated in Oklahoma.

A dramatic endiag.for an individuaiist like Henry Brockmeyer, but not for
history. ’ ' .

Weoren and men twere cut down by muvderois fire of the Sisth Regiment of traops
i Baltimore ordered to crinb strike of railread workers in 1877,




IV. The Forgotten Philosophers,
Anna §. Brackett and Susen E.
Blow—and the Black Dimension

ROM 1857 TO 1877, women’s activistn took many forms. Harriet Tubman's

and Sojourner Truth's leadership in the Abolitonist movement inspired 2
generation of white women to stop being *‘auxiliaries” and fight for their freedom.
As carly as 1844 Murgaret Fuller expressed the interconnectedness of the struggle
" for frecdom of women and Blacks when she wrotz in Women in the Ninetoenth Cen-
tury, “'As the friend of the ncgro assumes that one man cannot by right hold
another in, bondage, so should the friend of ¥oman assume that Man cannot lay
even well-meant restrictions on Woman.” 19

In 1856, Chicago womer organized the Kansas Women's Aid and Liberty As-
sotiation 1o support the Free Soifers in the Kansas Civil War, Army records showed
that when Civil War broke out nationally 400 women fought disguised 2s men.
There must have been many more as one of these women, Frances Hook of Chi-
cago, helped bury three women soldiers dressed as men.

We showed in chapter two the participation of the Black worﬁan.‘Susie King
Taylor, who duting ihe war was witl, Higginson's regiment. She speaks for herself
on the activism of Black women: ‘

There are many people who do not kncw what some of the colored
wonrien did during the war, There were hundreds of them who assist-
ed the Unlon soldiers hy hiding them and helping them to escape.
Many were punished for taking food to the prison stockades for the
prisoners. . .The soldlers were starving, and these women did all
they could toward relieving those snen, although they knew the pen-
. alty, should they be ceught giving them aid. Cthers assisted in vari-
ous ways the Union army. 0 .

Evet since the first women's convention, Seneca Falls 1843, there was not only

a strong and inspiring interrelationship between Black women and white middle

class women Jike Susan B. Anthony, who was a leader of the National Womsan Suf-

frage Association, hut follz-wing the wat Sojourner Truth and Harrict Tebman part-

ed ways with Frederich Douglass. This happened when Douglass felt that the con-

‘tinuation of the women's fight before the Black men won their vote would make im-
possible the achievement of that right. ’

11 the relations with labor the feminlst movement was ambigucus, as is clear
from Anthony's ncwspaper The Revolution. The feminist movement not only

:ghl;ulllarr. Margaret, WOMEN IN THE NINETEEKTH CENTURY (W.W. Norton, N.Y.,

p. 3.

10. REMINISCENCES OF MY LIFE IN CAMP, p, 87.
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In 1863 women laundry workers in Troy, New York went on strike, Jed by Kate

Mullaney, When the jron molders stryck in laundry women donated

t tional Labor

Augusta Lewis, a

typesetter, Ne. 1, In 1870

she was o} ponding Secretary of the naijong] union, 2 post she filleg

“with sir;gular ability, " roughout her carsep she fought for equal pay fer
" women;

2, but creatively

usually Black, whe risked

After tie Civi War, Black and
South had ever known,

Finally, during these rwo decadcs, women were leaders in g new development

ught ang Activity which pag an eifect on Ameries that js unknown, unappraci.

ated and sp deeply biried in the uaderground of philosophy that even feminists of

today distegard (hem as if womon's contribution to wought doesn't coynt where ji

hasr't been labelied by themag “feminist.” It b CESSAry 1o focus on the

most Persistently, ignored sio ent, Anna C,
"Brackett and Susan E, Blow, ’

tsclf-development was vital to the educatjon

of children ducati itls. She practiceq this

Luli by 1860, a i d reached William,
. He upped the standurd safary to [ndyc € {0 St. Louis as g

nermzl schoo) principal; ung once there, she became pact of the §t, Lotis moye.

ment in philosophy.

NNA BRACKETT BELIEVED tha
A ily the ¢

The nature of Education Is determined by the nature of mind, the
dlslingulshlng mark of which is that it can be developed only from

7. Flexnwr, Elsanor, CENTURY OF SYRUGGLE {Athenaum, N.Y., 1071) p, 128,
-
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within, and by its own activity, Mind is essentially free—l.e., it has
the: capacity for freedom—but cannot be said to possess freedom till
it has obtained ii by its own voluntary effort. Till then it cannot be
truly said to be free. Education criisists in enahling a human deing to
take pogscssion of, and develop humself by, lis own efforts, and the
work of the educator cannot be said ta be dene in any sense where
this is not rccomplished, 12

From this knowledge and understanding of philosophy, Brackett put her ideas into
practice, Her ideas on the education of Americen girls remains a contribution o us
today. Although education was important to Brackett, she did not make the mistake
that John Dewey made, who also got his start fn the American Hegelian movement.
Dewey broke with Hegelianism, but acted as if freedom could emerge from a clas.-
room instead of actual struggles for freedom, Fer from ignoring the non-academ.ic
world, Brackett was an activist. She never separated her conezrn for education from
a vision of frecdom witich saw Native American, Black and woman as self-de-
termining subjects. )

Brackett wrote several popular books and edited two more on wonen's educa-
‘tion, In 1892 she described in The Technlque of Rest what Betty Friedan’s Fenii-
nine Mystique, scventy years later, called **the disease that has no name.” .

But ihe **home maker’ has not, nor can she have, any such change,
her hours are aiways from the rising of the sun beyond the going

- down of the same, She cannot get away ftom the demands made
upon her, and as the years go en, these tighten more and more.
She may try to escape them, but there are more in number than the
sands of the sea, =nd disappear {5t 3 moment only to return in other
and more complicated forins. The more humble and the more in
carnest she grows, the mote weary she gets, till she lives in a pet-
petusl sense of not baing able to deanw cae ful breath. Many a
woman will recognize the truth of these words, though it will seem to
most mest that they are exaggerated, 13 ‘ .

In May 1864 Anna Brackett became editor of the Datly Countemilgn, the pews.
paper of the Mississippi Valley Sanitary Fair. The Sanitury Commission was a nat-
lonal volunteer organization which helped the army purchase and distribute medic-

- al supplies. Two women orgenized the first sanitary fair in Chicago to raise $25,000;
in two weeks they took in over $70,000, and women created Sanitary Commissions
and held Fairs all across the North,

The Mississippi Valley Sanitary Fair, besides taising money, aided soldlers,
their families, orphans, and displaced Blacks. The Dailly Countersign, controlled
and published by women, reported exhibits, events, and moncy raised. With Brack-
ctt as editor the paper became more than a laundry listing of money raised and ex-
hibits, At & time when the northern press still ridicuied the Urion Army*s Black reg-
iments, she printed Blacks speaking for themselyes cven as they were winning their
freedom. One letter she printed was written by 2 man who wns a slave onlv a vear

. 5 .. ““The Sclanc ;Il Et.i. c;llc; . A Paraphrass of Dr. Kerl Rossnkranz's
-'3«:%’“"13'.5 .n g.lfor'n ‘rwtlh A.nill:;l:lnnll Hullllcl?ﬂnl." fro:'l JOURNAL OF SPECULATIVE
PHILGSDPHY, Vol. 15, 1831,

19. Brackstl, Anna C,, THE TECHNIQUE OF REST (Harper and Hrothora, N.Y., 1892) p. 3.
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Under cditonbip of Awna C. Brackett, this newspaper spoke out fercefully for
emancipation and printed statements of freed Blucks speaking for themsolves on the
issue of slavery,

Courtesy of the Missourl Historical Soclaty
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before. Ancther informs of the contribution of a Biack regiment to the fair of $1260
from 70 men who had been paid but once and then only $5.00. Printing these free-
dam fighters speaking for thcmselves was a bold commitment in the border city
St. Louis, where maity were sceessionists and even those who fought for the Union
were racists, In contrast, the Dally Counters!gn henored the Freedmen in verse:

Come Freedman of the land,
Come meet the fast demand.
Here's a piece of wotk in hand,
Put it throught...

Here's a country that's half free.
And it waits for you and me

To say whel its fate shall be,

Put it through!

HE WOMEN'S MOYEMENT generally ignorad its historic roots in Abolition-

ism; but Bracket! never narrowed her vision of freedom to the single issue of
suffrage. While Elizabeth Cady Stanton tried to win the vote for women by calling im-
migrants the “'dregs of society,"” Brackett reported in Murpar's New Monthly hing.
azine the work being done at Hampton School in Virginia, educating Blacks and Na- -
tive Americans, Of these Native Americans she wrote:

Discrawned, disinherited, he stands. .. But he is proud. He will not
pick up the crust if we fling it to him in contempt. i we would help
him, we must lcarn to feel bis nature. .. We must respect his pride,

and nnt complain that he has no feeling because he does not show it
inourway. 20

Even in 8 beok so uneelated to philosophic develooment as The Tecknique of
Rest on: ways to relax und conserve energy, Brackett has a chapter titled '‘Free-
dom."” It begins with a parophrase of Hegel's staiement, “*The lcap to freedom is
from necessity,”’ - . .

All real.freedom springs from nacessity, for it can be gained only
through tie excrcise of the individual will ana that will can be roused
o encrgetic actirn only by the force of necessity acting upon it from
the oueside to spus it to effort. (p. 3%

This is another way of saying that self-development is a dizlectical movement
through contradictiin, through overcoming apposition. This understanding of free-
dom as a process, as & movement through alicnation, was not en sbstraction to
Brackett; it was as concrete as housework, the blues, restrictive fashion (where a
woman could not 1ift her arm over her head as she carrled aver 40 pounds of skirts
and slips from the waist down), ead the necsssity of mearingful labor.

Today's Women's Liberationists could lestn much from Anna Brackett were
they not blinded by their own brend of narrow-mindedness. Brackett certainly did
not allow Hegel's taale chauvitism to hinder her creative application of Hegelien

20. Bracha!, Aina C., Indian and Nagro,' HARPER'S NEW_MGNTHL\’ MAQAZINE, Vol.
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nicthodolugy—the dlalectlc method—which is cleas encugh from her contributinns
ta the moltidimensionality of womnen, self-development in children and the totality
of the contribution inherent in the Black dimension. Can women in 1977 afford to
throw out all of the Hegelian philosophy because Hegel himself was a sexist? Can
we ignore Brackert—woman as reason—because she was a Hegelian, concenirac-
ing on mailiodology? Or do we begin at last, lke Brackett, the serious eriticism of
Hegel's philasophy that may reveal a new beginning for our movemnent?

Women's Liberation is an idea whose time has céme, and today there is an
internaticnal freedom movement of women wha have not, like the suffragists, nar-
rowed their vision to u single issue. When they demand n become whele human
beings, to have minds and bodies they themselves control, it is not just a question
of strategy and tactics, The greatness of Anna C. Brackett is that she was one of the
first woman principals, edited a paper, wrote extensively on the education of
women, and was a humnnistic philasopher., ! '

Now that Women's Liberation is an idea whose time.has cone. we cannot con.
fine ourselves only to activities of today, nor shonld we reduce every piece of his.
totie past we unearth to fit today's conceptions. Though with eyes of today we
shanld, on the centrary, see women's develnpment-—herstory—as it 'was and has
imprinted itself on the presant by what they actually did. If we taks the other wo-
man Hegeliun, Susan E. Blow, we can see that she was concerned with more than
higher education. To her, free educationn] development must begin at the begin-
ning—in kindergarten, Co :

USAN E. BLOW was the Arwerican translator of Friedrich Froebel and

an advocate of early childhood education. Her thought, like Brackett's,
was & prelude to action: she went on to found this country’s first publie
kindergariens.

Blow was born in St. Louis and tived there until 1389 when she moved to New
York. Like Srackett, she was part of the S1. Louis movement in philosophy. She
wrote extensively on Frocbel's theory of the kindergarten for the Jovraa! of Speco-
lative Philosophy, and poputarized if in severs) books, In 1873, with Harris® assis-
tance, Blow sct up the first American public schoo! kindergarten. It-became the
model for the whnle eomstey, The kindergarten was pablic because Blow and Harris
were convinced that education must be for all children, In an articie on *'Kinder-
garten Education® for the Paris Exposition of 1900, she evaiuated the St. Louis ex-
periment. While she never mentioned her own role thete is o doubt that she
inspired Harris to support her in establishing the kindergarten, .

Meantime, howaver, Hon. William T, Harris. . . who was then super-
intendent of schools in St. Louis, had called attention to the kindes-
garten and suggested that experiments be made with a view to intro-
ducing into the public schools such features of the svstem as might
prove helpful in the education of children between the ages of four
and six. The vutcome of this suggestion was the opening of an exper-
imental kindergarten in the fall of 1873. . . (as) It was impossible to
go on repeating that o thing could not be done in face of the fact that
it had been done, with the success of the experiment in 5t. Louis rec.
ognition of the kindergarten as the first stage of al! public education

32
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became simply o matter of time, 27

Before this, kinderganens were Private and only the rich could afford to send their
children. Blow ond Hurris swrccecded in nuking the kindergarten *'an Integrai pant
of the nationu! scliool system."" {p, 6}

Blow's Hegelianism ic evident in her many books on education. She belicved
thut Frozhel was *'par excellence the philosopher of education.” She prefaced her
translation of The Motioen end Commentaries of Friedrich Froebel's Mother Piny
with a history of the philesophies that influenced him, believing that *“without some
appreciation of the idcas in which Frocbel lived, maved, and had his heing hic writ-
ings and hic sducational work are ai:ke Incomprehensible.” 22, Blow started with
Kart, brought in Alcott, Emeison, Fichte, Schelling; and ended with Hegel, not to
show chronology but the culmination of philasophic thought. She went on to ex-
plain: '

The educational creed of Froehe] contains four reciprocally depend-
sat articles, The first is that man iz g self-creative being; the sccond,
that in virtue of this fact cducation shal] encourage self-expression:
the third, that encouragement shall be given only to those modes of
self-expression which are related to the values of human life; the
fourth, that &Il great human values are revelutions of the aboriginal

self-consciousness, This final article does not deny the influence of

man’s biologic and histaric heredity, nor does it deny the influence of

cither his physical or his social environment. It does, however, in-
* sist both -upon the priority and ihe primacy of self-determination.

(p. 14) ’
What is important here is what Biow was saying about bumarity in general.
n today the debate continues whether human nature is determined by biclogy

i iting in {908 about the underlying philesophy of Froebel as it
© was practiced by her in 1873, Blow insistad on the “primacy of self-determination,
This kind of thinking was as alien to Freud (whose ideas were just reaching Ameri-
ca) with his insistence an biology as destiny, as it was to the “‘cducators® of her
time who, like ours. thought it a waste of time gnd money for others to experience
self-determination,

InBlow's interpretation of Frocbel, notling must be imposed un children, She

Was against *'pouring inio ihe child" and believed that a person “‘must from the
beginning of life bs conceived and treated as a creative heing.” She appozed **the
assumed priority of conszious thought over impulse and actlvity. . .the imposition
{on the child) of an externally unified whole of thought™ and *‘the substitutien of

arbitrary connections for those causelities which it is the one great aim of all sound

education to reveal,* (p. 14y

HE KINDERGARTEN MOVEMENT did more than establish kindergartens; it
Teslabiishcd the importance of self-development and self-determination in little

21, Blow, Susan E,, "“Kinder arten Educatlan'’ trom MONOGRAPHS ON EDUCATION N
THE UNITED STATES wd)t h; Nicholas Murray Builaer (Dapartment of Education for the
* United States Commigsfon to the Parix Expostion ot 1800, N.Y., 1900} p. 37.

22, Blow, Susan ., THE MOTTOES AND COMMENTARIES OF FRIEDRICH FROEREL'S
MOTHER PLAY (D, Appleten and Company, 1966) p. 14,
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children, bringing the concepts of humanism and freedom intc the lives of children
and the consciousness of aduits. After the $t. Lovis General Strike, a demand of the
warking population was 1o preserve the pioneer kindergartens. .

Blow was important not coly as the pioncer of public kindergartens and advo-
cate of Froebel's philosophy of education, but also as a link between psychoanalysis
and philosophy. Although the particular incident takes us way beyond the pericd
we have focused on, it is important to retell becausc the emergence of any relution.
ship between philosophy and psycheanalysis occurred aimost by accident. Indeed it
arose because her intense work brought about a nervous breakdown. She went to
the famous nenrologict and Frendiaze ssychosnalvst, Dr, James Jackson Putnzm
From a patient to doctor relation, theirs developed into one of philosophy to psycho-
analysls which continucd long after she wac his patient. As it deepened he submit-
ted his disseriations to her for comment, ending one of his lstters to her: I must
learn to stend on my own feet in philosophizal matters.'’ 23 s

- Dr, Putnam was mor¢ than & well-raspected Anicrican neurologist, At the age
of sixty-thrce he becaroe interested in Freudian psychoanalysis and helped gain
acceptance for Freud's ideas in America; and after he learned Hegelianism from
Blow, he tried to influcnce Freud with it. In 1912 lie wrote Blow:
You will be interested to know that the Weimar paper, in which 1 set
farth as well as I could in a brief space, the ideas that you have so
ably represented, made some real impression, so that it was dis-
cussed at 2 meeting in Viennx, and received both favorable, and of
course antaponistic comments. . .Now | have been advised, and fecl
inspired, to attempt this same statement on a larger seale. ] need not
tell you what the scape of the attempt will be, hecause you can imag-
ine it already. But one part will occupy iselfl with something of an
analysis of Dr. Harris' kocks as well as of the views of Bergson,
. James, ard Royce. ?4. :

He ended by asking for her *‘assistance,” - v

In his correspondence with Freud on the ralevance of the Science of Loglc, Put-
nam utged him to “study the mind itsclf a ia Hegel.'" The best example of how
Blow, talking through Putnam, argued the velidity of philesophy and.its role in
psychoanalysis with Frend, Is a letter dated August 13, 1918, He sent Freud a
shortened versicn, but for our purpose the first draft is inore revealing.

Again in your last leticr you say thut you believe each one of us rep-
resents a poution cf the world energy but da net see that it has any-
thing to do with the possession of freedom. . . .1 skould be perfectly
witling to admit that freedom characterizes only a millionth part of
any gct or thought. But this miflionth part is, I believe, oar most
precious possession, and deserves vur most careful study, all the
more so from the fact that it is "'verborgen'' (hidden) and that so
many men are inclined to deny its existence—just as ibey doay the

23, From a teller from Dr. James Jackson Puinam to Susan E, Bliw dated Nuvember 14,
1912, Jemea Jackson Pulnam Papers, The Frances A, Countway Library of Madicins,

24. 1hig., Patnam to Blow, July 19, 1912,
M
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existence of the infantile complexes.

...1 feel sure that if sanybody should threaten (o take away that
amount of freedom-—be it never so small—which you feel yourself
pessessed of, you would resist the attempt with zll your streogth and
with your life. 25

It is ironic that Susan Blow, v+ho struggied alf her life to give children the op-
portunity for self-development, could not understand women struggling for self-
reafization. In a remarkahle letter to Putnam she reveals the contradictions of an -
inteliectual activist and independent woman in the 19th Century. She speaks of her
“misdirccted repression and concealmesits’ which caused her *‘tortures in my
childhood,” She defines herself and demands her definition be respected:

Y have often a rebellious feeling that my hopes and despairs and
struggles and self-convictions and aspirations and moral imperatives _
are nof accorded the respect given to pebbles and beetles, clods and
ceystals. Tam as much a reality as any physical thing—and my loves,
faiths, struggles, hopes are the supreme reality of me, 26

But in the very next sentence, she decries **the industrial life upon whizh so many
women have entercd and the whirl of social life in which so many others are caught.
Both attack women and therefore make women go to pieces.'” While she offered no
“'solutions,”” the questioning of industrialist as any solution to women’s independ-
ence, the attempt to influence the course of psychoanalysls by injecting it with an
appreciailon of freedom as ‘a aniversal, and her own contribution to educational
philosophy and woman's role in other than woman’s place as assigned to her by
man, open up new avesues for the women's movement even {hough she did not
participatein it. .

‘Brackett's and Biow's discovery caanot be separated from their concrete his-
toriz period: the male philosophers who were their friends and educational collabor-
ators who taid the philasophic ground for their contribution; as wel! as the activity of
masses of people—black and white, men and women—who were striving to be free.
Isn't it this very relatlon with history and the masses struggling for freedom, that
today's Women's Liberation Movement needs to work out for its own development
towards a total philozophy of liberation? :

History surely followed a new course not anly for women but for Hegelians in
general. Bath the objective situstion and the labos dovelopmant that followed the
Civil War now, by no accident whatever, associated itself with Marxists, specifical-
ly in Chia. Indecd, one of the Inaders considered himself a Marxist even after Marx
broke with him. g

25, Hala, Nethsn G., edilor, JAMES JACKSOW PUTNAM AND PSYCHOANALYSIS (Har-
vard Untveraity Fress, Cambridge, Massachuselts, 1071) p. 192.

28, The Putnam Fapans, lettar dated Jurs 10, 1903,




Ghio: The Black Dimension, Labor,

Swwassuniiil UL llliglillulllﬁm.

T THE END of the Civil War the new spirit of St. Louis sew a military govern.

ment beaded by Karl Marx's closest Amerizan collaborator, Joseph Weyde-

meyer. In 1864 William Torvey Harris and Henry Brockmeyer began organizing the

St. Louis Fhiloso : as long as the

i ctly related to

r new arganizations sprang up.everywhere,

Not only philosaphica! organizations but fahor foo was organizing. In 1866 Blacks

and whites met in Baltimure as the General Congress of Labor and

eight-hour day, This was the'maveme

covering what it toak him decades to develup in theary—that the st

ening the working day, the very question of *'When docs my day begin? When does

my day cnd?" is a groater declaration of freedom, because i s conicrete, ihan the

Declaration of Indeperdence or the Declaration of the Rights of Man.

The question of labor was limited neither to 5. Louls nor Baltimore. Labor was
nationa! issue that becg i d of the Civil War as the Black
question was to the Civil Viar. It rmeant at onc and the same time the creation of the
fiest Natjonal Labor Union and a new directlon for the Hegelians in Ohio, In fact, as
ageinst the first Ohlo Hegelfan, Johp B, Stalin, who abandoned both Hegelianism
and resistanve to the powers that be and contined his wotk to judgeship, the new in-
flow of lnbor and secialism fed to a subcrdination of philosophy to actual particips-
tion in labor moveivents and 2 relatlonshin to Marx and the Fist International °
Workingmen's Assoiatida, The interrelationship was inseperable from the Black
" dimension in thought, in fact, 2nd in person—the persos of Peter Clark to whom we
will return, ’

Two very different Hegeltans, entered the historic stage in Ohio. One was 2
reverend, Moncure Conway, the other a sovialist, August Wiilich, What united
these two was an overrriding passion for human lberation, and the direction of this
passior: ta the concrete issue of Abolitionism, :

Inthe person of August Willich was combined the revolutionary Listory of Ger.
man workers and Hegelian philosophy in America. An army officer in Prussia in
1845, he aud Joseph Weydemeyer beca f 4 citcle of officers whe avidly
read banned books and Hegeltan vhilnenanky wmitoce. proiciadan unit, with Fred.
ésick Engais as his adjutant, was one of the {ast to be forced cut of Germany.

With the defeat of the revolution in 1849 Willich left Switzerland for London
where e became a member of the ceatral committee of the Communist League
headed by Karl Marx, A year [ater Marx, Engels, British and French revclutionar-
ies formed a World Society of Revolutionary Communists whose charter Willich
wreate. Philosophical differences aroge between Marr ard Willich when the Com.
munist League split. Marx chacacterized Willich thus:
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Willich went to America in 1853 in an attempt 10 organize German immigrants
and refugees into an army to invade Germany., When he saw that this scheme
would not work he left New York for Washington D.C. where he met Judge John B.
Stallo, the first and most famous Dhio Hegelian, Stallo soon rejected Hegel “ut first
helped establish Willich ,as editor of the Clncincal Repnblikaner, When he
turned to the American revolution, Willich made his greatest contribution.

Frown 1856 to 1861 he wrote hundreds of editorials and used every opportunity
to attack roligicn, unfali jews, iaxes, and capitaism. He publicized Karl Marx's
ldeas in America. Joseph Weydemeyer was the first to do this and was fully a Marx-
ist as well as Marx's fricnd who published his work without any qualifications,
Marx wrate to Weydemeyes on Frhuuary 1, 1859 siressing the importance ot pro-
moting Marx's Caatribution to & Critigue of Political Economy in Amcrica: “*The
continuation of the project depends upon the sale of the first few parts.’* Willich
urged people to buy Conteibation to a Critique of Politica] Economy and reprinted
almost all of the important preface. In an 1859 editeria! he not only praised Marx as
a grent revolutionary political cconomist, but o5 the most profound interpreter of
Hegel. It was Marx's recognition of Willich's role deering the Civil War. as an Aboli-
tlonisi, and with labur struggles, that caused Marx in 1875 to write, “In the Amer-
ican Civil War Willich demonstrated that he was sometiing more than a weaver of
fontastic projects.”'28 .

In place of the universal purspective of the Communist Manlirsta,
the minority exalts German nationalism and flatters the patriotism of
the German worker. In place of the materdalist ontlook of the Manl-
festa. the minority advances idealism. It makes will instead of actual
conditions the primary factor in the revolution. While we tell the
workers that they must go through 15, 20, 50, years of civil strife to.
change conditions ard fit themselves for power, you tell them to

« seize power immediately or they can go to sleep. Just a5 the Demo-
crats used the word *' peuple” us an empty.phrase, s0 MOW you use
the word "proletariat.”” 27

Willich used the pages of the Cincinnat! Republikaner to further the cause of
Abolitionism, He printed *'Theodare Pasker’s Messzge,' 2 condemnation of slav-
ery. He led a mass torchlight march down the streets of Cincinnati in protest of the
“legel” murder of John Brown. When the Civil War broke out, Willich, at the nge
of 51. resigned from the paper and joined the Union Army. Many of the German
volunteers were refugees from the defeats of the proletarian uprisings in Germany
in 1848 and did not hesitate to velunteer to fight in an American Civil War on the
side of freedom, In & week Willich was elected adjutant of the Ninth Ohio Volun-
teers. His leadership vias morked by victories in the facs of ovenvhelming odds and
effective troop strategy, He drilled his men in the iidst of battle to steady them:
shunning any undemocratic rank distinction, he shared with his troops whatever
they had to endure, He retired a brevet Major General.

What set the Ghio Hegelians apart from those of St. Layls was that they were
much more directly and consciously involved with the soclel forces thet were scting
out history in the Hegellan sense of **Die Weltgeschichte is der Fortschritt in das

a7. Esrlon, Loyd D, HEGEL'S FIRST AMERICAN FOLLOWERS: THE OHIO HEQGEL.
1ANS {Chlo University Press, Athena, Ohlo, 1968) p. 175,
28. lbld., p. 189,
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Bcwusstsc.yn der Freiheil.” (Al history is the history of the progress of the ides of
freedom.)

To August Willich the direction philosophy gave was to socialism. To Mercure
Conway the direction was to the abolition of slavery along with equality for women
and religious humanism, - :

ONCURE CONWAY'S anti-stavery beliefs forced him to icave his congrega-

tion jn Washington I.C. for # more beral one in Cincinnati. He preached,
marched, and wrote his tota) condemnation of stavery ond belief in the eyuality of
Blacks. I his buok The Goiden Hour, he wrole:

-+ .the Negro has lived (o prove that those who are counting upon
Eetpeiual degiadntion und final exterminanon as his destiny are run-
ming against the grain of things. He has shown a vitality equal to that
of the white race, where both are out of their native climates;.. .He
has become the dominant race in the West Indies; he has superseded
the white man in Haiti altogether. .. 29 . . :

Conway recognized and valued the independent thought of the slaves. and quoted
them directly; : o

Let none doubt that the slave is ceady t6 stir in a way which will para-
lyz2 the armies of the South, as soon as he hears the true voice, 1
once asked a sleve why it was that he and others did riot cscape; he
replied, “‘because after getting out of the slave-holding States, we
must.vither dive under or fly over all the slave-hating States from
here to Canada.” (p.47) . '

Ideas and philosophy to Conwzy were not abstract—ihey were in the world and
in human beings ard they had power: '

-« .when [ returued South 1 found that they not only knew what few
whites knew, thot 1 was antl-slavery, but they were eager to consult
me as to how they might escape. . .1 had never hinted freedom 1o one
af them, and it was in one of the obzcuresr pets of Virginia, where
Northerners never came. . .{p. 48-9)

Conway discovered that even when he felt he was not communicating his views, the
idea of freedom was so linportanit {o the slaves that they immediately understood a
total stranger's reiation to it, What could be greater than this experience as a basis
for believing that human nature is to be free and discovering that human hature in
women? ‘

His autobiography tclls of a woman brought to court dressed as a boy, When
sentenced to wear “‘female dress' she “burst into tears and said she could ajways
Ectwork as a boy but as a girl would perish,” 39 He found it “'difficult to imagine

20. Conwey, Moncura D., THE GOLDEN HOUR (T'ckner aid Flalds, Boaton, 1682) p. 122,

30, Conway, Moncure D., AUTGBIOGRAPHY MEMORIES AND EXPERIENCES {Cmasall.
and Company, N.Y., publithed about 1806) p. 250,

38

5612




Drawing depicts Sth Massachusctts Colored Regiment charging Fart il’ugm-r. ‘Santh
Curolima, July 18, 1863, duving heighth of Civil War. Charles amd Lewis Douglass,
sons of Frederick Donglass, served with this grosp.

the situation of wemen in 1864."" (p. 403) Making his ova study of ihe difference in
wages paid women ard men teachers, he found *‘the women teachers in our high
schools were geting an average of from $500 to 5700 for the same work that brought
male teachers 51,200 to 51,700."" (p. 25T} C .

To Conway what fanned ‘‘the fires” of lhe women's movement was “the re-
strictions on female employment and its underpayment.”’ From his pulpit he de-
manded that ‘*woman should be taken cown from her cross and given freedom and
occupation' (p. 209)—a right not realized today.

As with Blacks, Conway created a platform for women to speak for themselves.
In London he gave his pulpit to Julia Ward Howe, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and
other wamen activists. He discussed women's tights with Stanton, Susan B. An-
thony, and ths Reverend Anna Shaw. In Landon, Conway, moved by the wretched
plight of Paris Communard refugees, wrote Karl Marx in this regard, also asking
the date of the International Workingmen's Association's next General Council ses-
siun. Marx replied in English, suggesting that Conway form a committee to find
work for the refugees.

Like Marx, Conway was sure Lhat the decisive weapon in the Civil War would
be masses of former slaves joining the Unlon Army, As he put it in Th:: Golden
Haur, “§f John Brown had a successor, he would march South under protection of
the flag under which the old captain was hung"* (p. 45), The Galden Hour was the
hour that the slaves were freed; and he ended the book with an open letier warning
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P'rcsidem Lincoln that “this proud government, having deliberately taken the side
of slavery, may be buried in its grave which cvery bayonet, Norih and South, is -
digging, and cqually.”’ (p. 159)

Conway was convinced, sboyve &ll, that separsting the war I any way from the

ition of slavety was a mistake. In 1977, racism, what Conway called *'the pan-

remzing the Achiiles hieel of America. One hundred years ago he recognized

that thase stiuggling for freedom~—the slaves—were thoss armed with idess and
therefore had the power to change rezlity,

| RONICALLY, THE IDEOLOGUES who defended the status quo never compre-
hended the power of ideas. We don't have to wait one hundred years for the
McCarthy era to see hastility to ideas hiding behind a supposed "end to ideology.”
In the article, “*Shail Treason Staik in Public Unrebuked,"" from the December 6,
1859 Cincinnati Delly Enqultor, the writer's blas clearly reveals its cxact opposite—
freedom’s clerion call. It is worth quoting at fength: .

Thewriter in company with some frieads. , , saw alarge crowd seck-
ing admission to the German Institute, .. The body of the hall and the
galleries were filled with a motley crowd of both sexes, diversified
by every hue common to the humun spacies. . . The house was crowd-
ed to excess, about one (hird, , -being the lineal descendants of
Ham. ..in the front was a tribune draped in mouming ormamented
in glaring letters with the words: “IN MEMORY OF JOHN
BROWN." When we eittered, General Willich, . . wag holding forth
in the Germzn language. (He was) followed by.,.a genileman
tamed Conway. . . He did not believe in on¢ but meny saviours, and
Tom Painc. . .preached the only creed that would lesd intelligent
men to the radiant Bowers of Elysium. .. The American Revolution
\vas a mere squabble about taxes, wnworthy of the name of revolution -
compared with the grund and noble one inaugurated by the hervic
Brown. ..Such = man eauld not die, his dieds would descendio pos-
tetity as his name was immortal, When he died on the gallows on
Friday I8z, an infant John Brown was bom in the breast of every one

- Peler A. Clark, sn ebony-colored geatleman, next regaled the and.
ience with a Speech, He sald that only on one occasion before the
present did he feel himself a free man, when those who sutrounded
him then enabled him to address a meeting of the freedom-Toving
people of this city. He agreed., . . that we are in the midst of & revalu.
tion that must be fought to the death. ,,Lct every man who has an
cye to see, an ear to hear, and a heart to feel, not rematn insensible
to the fact that cvents are now transpiting, more holy, more momea-
tous, to the well being of men, and more eventful than those of *7¢.
The lght of freedom never da
which Re belonged was shut out from the ballot box, but he Inoked tn
the men around Lim to do justice to his race, to vindicate the prin-

ciples of freadorm,
%
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- - .How Germans can bring their hatred of Democracy so far as to
ally themselves with the vilest of the African race may be a matter for
political speculation, but it is evident thet & few mare such meetings
as that of yesterday, held below the canul, would rouse a spirit that
the exorcist might find it difficult to allay.

Signed, “'SPECTATOR"

The Spectator forgot but one thing: that what brought together a Prussian-
tralncd militacy man, an American Methodist minister and & free Black man-fight-
ing slevery was the age of tevoiations, pilosaphy, and the fight for freedom of
American Blacks. Peter A. Clark embuodicd all three.

Clark was a conductor on the Underground Railroad and worked with Frederick
Douglase an The Nertk Siar aewspaper. Up to Juiy 1242 there were anti-Negro riots
in Cincinnati; in March a mab had tried to Jyach Wendell Phillips. When the city
was threatened by Confederate General Kirby in’ September, police rounded up
Biscks at gunpoint to build fortifications. After a judge, well-known to be sympa-.
thetic, wes put in charge of them two days later, Blacks volunteered in far greater
numbers then whites, Their unselfish wark fortifylng Clncinnati was the Blacks’
first official militaty action in the Civil War. In his history of The Black Brigade of

t (Arno Press and the New York Times, 1969), Clark recorded the trans.
formation of & city where at the war's beginniag, & spontuncous Black hume guard
was disbanded by ofFictals saying, “Keep out of this, thix is a white man's war,"
(p. 4) - -

In 1865 Clark headed o movemant 1o actablish public schools for Blacks. He
was the fitst prin-ipal of Gaines High School, and laier taught in 5t. Louis, In
March 1877 he quit the Kepublicans and joined the Werkingmen's Party, becoming
the first Black socizils: in the Utited States. The Great Strike hit Cincinna#i on July
22nd with a rally of 4000 workers: the Ge'min section of the Workingmicn's Party
marched behind the red flag of the Comriany and Petet Clark was one of the main

- speakers, Cincinnati rallroaders walked cut the next day,

The many threads of the revoiutivnary movement of 3857 to 1877/—Black, edu..
cation, labor, and socialism—even embodied in single persons like Peter Clark,
€xpose a continuity and compel a closer look at what that tells us about the
struggle for freedom-—then and now,




Vi. Dverview

What do you think of the workers in the U.5.? Tke first explosion against the
associated oligarchy of capitalism whick has accurred since the Clvil War will mne-
2r2lly Ggin b suppressed, du ean very well form the point of origin of an earnest
workers® party. . .A nice sauce is being stirred over there, and the transyerence of
the center of the International 1 the U.S. may obtaina very remarkahle post vastum

spnortunencess. ’ ‘
. —Marx to Engels, July 25, 1877

Today,

1960s |

mus: confront the reduction of

of genealagy, it is . crucial to ¢ historic-philosophic.nctual
toats of the freedom movement. We are sure that the readers of this pam-
gg;gtlgg\;v see the reason why we started with the end of the two decades,

When Marx, in his commentary on that “first expiosion. : .since the Civil
War,” the St, Louis Genéral Strike of 1877, concluded that *'the transference of the'
center of the Internationa! to the 1.5, may obtain a very remarknble post festum
oppostunentss,”” he surely had in mind g tevalution much ahead of a century
hence. In this case, however, the over-optimism as to timing as weli as the geo-
graphic location are not of the essence, What is pivotal for us is the dialectic of the
revolution that did oceur and the aceurnulated experience of the masses in the U.S.
which have enabled our age 1o fock back, not to temembrance of things past, but as
prelogue to whet to do today. : ‘

With this In mind, it is time to drew o
that seemed so unconnected, or at least <
was i) H
the two forgotien women philoscphers: or the Marxists and the Workingmen’s
International Association. Take what appearcd most unrelated—the 1877 §+. Louis
General Strike, on the one hand, and the “pure’* Hegelians who opposed it ut the
opposite pole. First of all, there were other Hegelians who were also Marxists and
in the lcadcrship of the strike. Morcover, there were Hegelians who were not fully
* Marxists but nevertheless totally committed to labor's scif-cmancipation, as was
the case with the Ohio Hegellans like Willich. Above all, the very first work of Marx
that Weydemeyer published in the U.S., The 18th Brunalre of Lools Bouaparte,
unfurled 2 banner of the dialectic of history which was not u simplistic Hegelianism
like Dietzgen's3  and which Marx himsels further spelled out concretely for the
U.S, as both mass struggles and internationalism, both philosophy and revolutian.
What could he more today-ish than that?

But even when Hegellsnism is narrowed to the primitiveness of some of the
concepts of the St. Louis Hegefians, such as holding that the first kron bridge that

31, Dlotzgen, Jaseph, THE POBITIVE OUTCDME OF PHILOSDPHY {CharlsaH. Kerr, 16828).
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crossed the Mississippi was a “'concrefe Universal,” that cannat make us forget
their great contribution, Thus it i5 not only that they made available to the Amet-
ican pulilic in translation mere than 5,500 pages of philosophy from Greek, French,
Polish, Swedish, Italian and Germon sources. It is not only that they thus intro-
duced international philosophy, at its highest development it German idealism, to
the U.5. It is thal all future philosophic development—whether Hegelianism in the
morte sophisticated form of Josiah Royce, or the pure ‘*‘Americanism’’ of Pragma-
tism——1arose out of Hegelianism, and not Transcendentalism.

it s that they practicedtne ideaiism of freedum s ey 3a% k,oothoove ofthe
Civi} War, influcncing a border state to become Northern, Morcover, they were
instrimental in the future development of education, and of democracy in human
relations raiftes ien sonfining thoeght 2 “frantiariem,"* and they chose 5t. Loais
to get the feel of frontier rather than the staid New England thinkers and cducators.
It is that which also distinguished the women Hegelizns. Although ‘Anna C. Brack-
ett and Sussn E. Blow had neither direct connection with the 1848 Seneca Falls
Convention ot with Black women as originntors and inspirers of the women's meve-
mecnt, they liailed the Black dimension. Both'in education and in the relution with
children, Hegelianlsm had rzmifications far beyond those ackuowledged. At the’
same time, the creativity of such Blacks as Susie King Tayvlor has been totally
ignored. .

In the workinaclass striving in the U.S. for what Mari.called “'freely associa-

ted labor,”* Marxists played a key sole both in sctivity and in dislectical philosophy.
Take the resolution on the eight-hour day, fivst introduced in Baitimote in 1866 at
the founding convention of the Nitlonal Laber Union (N.L.U.). The leaders of the
N.L.U., William Sylvis and Wiltiam Jessuap, corresponded directiy with Marx and
the International Workingmen's Association. American Marxists like Friedtich
Sotge were active in the Eight-Hour Leagues, That 1866 resolution was incorpor-
ated by Marx dizecily into Capital. Furthermors, under the impact of the Civil War
in the U.S. and the struggle for the shortening of the working day that followed, he
restiuctured Caplted itself, 32 '

The National Colored Labor Convention voted in 1867 to send a delegate to the
fifth congress of the LW.A, in Paris, though the outbreak of the Franco-Prussian
War made it impassible to attend. In his defense of the Paris Commune in'the At.
jantic Mocthly, May 1871, Richard Hinton wrute that the N.L.U. had “‘notable
featitres. . . prominent among which have been the acceptance on equal terms as
members. . . female and colored delegates.”

In 1877 the resolutior: on the eight-iwur day was reintroduced by the Working-
men's Pauty to the St Lowis workers who received it enthusiastically. In Capltal
itse'f, moreover, it was at one and the same tite spelled out cver 70 long pages as
the siruggles for the cight-our day and declared to be a greater philosophy than
that contained in either the Declaration of Independence or the Declaration of the
Rights of Man. It is precisely that section of Caplixt on the struggle for the eight-
hour day that wes translated and used as leaflets, '*distributed in thousands of
copies,’’33  at massive demonstrations for the eight-hour day in the 1870s,

22. Dunayevakays, Rays, MARXISM AND FREEDOM (P!r:wl:rnln. N.Y., 1858) Pert 111, Chap-
:;{ V: “*The Impact of the Clvll War in the Uniled Slates on the Structure of CAFITAL," pp.

+

21, Internatlons! Workingman's Assoclation Papers, State Historical Soclaty of Wisconaln,

Mudhon, Wiecomin.
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THE WORKINGMEN'S VOIGE

ON THE

NORMAL WORKING DAY.

T0 THE EMPLOYER.

The article I sold to you—my own working power—differs
from vhe ovher cruwd of guodn by s uss prswecing wwlee, nwd
OREATER walue than ita own cost. For this rear:n you bought it
What appears on youw eide as profit springiog from capital,
thut i3 on muy side n muplus expendituro of working power.
You and I, we both know ou tho murket but-one Inw, thot of ex-
chauge, and the use (consumption) of the articie does not bolong
to the sollor offering it, but to the purchracr ncquiring it The
usa of my, duily power of work theroforu Lelonys to you, but by
ycuni of its daily selling priee, I must be able to repraduce it
daily, and so to sull it asew. Apart frow the watvral pro-
ooss of wear and lear by age, &o, T must be eapeblo lo work to-
morrow in the evme normel siate of strength, Loalth, and fresh:
nuas o8 toduy. You constantly bold for*h w me the gospel of
oconomy ond abetinence, Very weoll. Liko a rations), prudent
busbandwan, I shall ceonomize my oNLY WEALTI, my power of
‘work, sud I shall abatain frow foclishly wasting it ; I slall turn to
use, put in inotion, convert irtu lnbor ouly so much of it. daily,
o5 ia compatiblo with its norinal durability nnd healthy develop-
smenl, By au oxensive prolongation of the working-day, you can
cousume o greater portion of my working power in one duy than
T cun restoro in three daya, Thus your gnin in labor is my loss
in lolor wubstance, The e of my pewer of work und the rebbing
wie of it aro two things altogether different.  If the average period an:
wverngo workingran taay Uve, with o rational limitation of work,
i 30 years, the valus of my working power, you poy me from day
to duy i e OF pyigy of its taanmlue. But if you consume
it within 19 yenrs, you pay ma only _é of ita value daily, and you
defrund me daily of § of it valus, You payine one day's power
of wark, when and whilst using threz day's amount. That is
ugulust our ngreement and nguinst the Jaw of exchange, There-
foty, I demaud u warking<day of normul longth, and I dewnnd it
without appaaling to your feelings, beenuso money matlem are not
umtters of wilvetien, sod buainess is soulless, Vou may bs a
modol citizea, perhnps & weber of the society for the prevention -
of cruelly to suimnla, you way aven huve the cdonr of saintship
sbout y, but no heart beats in the bosom of the thing you repre-
sout toward me,  What scems to ba pulsating thercin is uy owx
MEART WEAT. I demand the normal working day, because I
demand the valuo of my articlo like evury other dealer.

From the “Kapial,” hy Karl Masx, pag: 201, Publisted by the Internitional
Scetions of New York: and re-published by o few gitizens of the International
Warking Men's Anociation in Londor, 1872,
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Finally, on April 10, 1879, Karl Marx »7rote to Daniclson **. . .the United Statcs
have at present overtaken England in the rapidity of ecosomical progress, though
they lag still behind in the extent of acquired wealth; but at the same time the
masses are quicker, and have greater political means in their hands to resent the
form of a progress accomphshed at their expense.*’ This new concretization of free-
dom, Marx thought, arose sut of the revoluticnary countinuity m.‘1 the Civil Yai's
abolition of slnvery In turn, the section on the ““Working Day'’ attracted Ira Stew-
ard, a machinist from Boston and initiator of the e:ght-hour movement, who helped
bring it aut in English.

What has been especially galling for us in cur rcs:arch on the origins of Marz.
ism is to find that the studics an the subject have suffered not only at the hands of
bourgeois acadesmicians, but even from those who consider lhemselvcs Marxists,
as witness David Herreshoff's Amerlenn Disciples of Marx. ¥ He reduces Xarl
Marx's new continent of thought, whicli Marx at first called *'a new Humanism*'
and then developed as the theory of proletarian revolution, to hardly more than
Ralph Waldo Emersun's nhistorical individualism; Herreshoff's insistence that -
Transcendentalism was “freighted with elements of an Ametican Marrism"’ leads
him to the ridiculous inclusion under the appeliation “Americay Marxist" of the
very kinds of utepian, indeed reactionary; reformers that Marx was always opposed
to, including the nml-Abnlmomst Orestes Brownson. '

Professor Herrcshoff does nat say a word about Marx's actual thcoretlral de-
- velopments that were based on American movements, whether that was Abolition-
ism or the movement for the sight-hour day. If his purpose was to discuss Ameri-
cans who, though they had no direct connection with Karl Marx, nevertheless made
his philosophic principles concrete for Americd, Professor Herreshoff needed (o
look no further than the Abolitionists whom he chose to ignore. Not only that. He
has not a word to say of the First General Strik= in the U.5., nor the relationship of
the Workingr.aien's Party to that strike. No wonder he sees no relationship of Hegel-
ian Marxian thought to the actua) ¢lass struggles.

Intellectuals like Herreshoff go to any lengths to ignore actual history in con-
structing their fantastic histury of ideas and do anything to avold Karl Marx's
muthod whick was to ground theory in actual liberation movements, and make them
integral to the self-development of ideas, Naturally, it is not just for restoring the
historical record that ve have writien this- pamphlet. Rather, with an eye to the
American revolution-to-be, we wish to show that in what scems like an endless
series of discnntinuities between thought and zction, there are very fundamental
points of continuity, Thus, the many outbursts of the forces of revolution during
those two critical decades, 1857-1877, have actually created the ground for the very
activities we're engaged in with Blacks, women, and labor.

R TAKE THE EXCERPT from the “Working Day*’ chapter in Capital, 2 great
part of which was devoted 10 women and child [abor, which was distributed by
the thousands at 2 mass demonstration in New York City on September 13, 1871, Ira

34. (Wayns Steis Unlnull‘g Proaw, Dalrﬂll. 1487 Dlvld lenlholl chote » uw ﬂlhl‘OE{'Bf'h'lll

tlon: ORIQINS OF AMERICAN M ISM. The Aprll, 1
Mcm D?B conialng an axcnange of lafisrs on this ccnlrenny beiween us and Dlvld Herre-
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Steward spoke to a crowd of over 20,000 who came to demand the cight-hour day in
the Jargest dcmonstratiowet seen in Ametica. Sorge wrote tor the Central Com.

mittee of the Americen LW A. (o London about their participation:

They (the jocal sections) were the object of great curiosity and mark-
ed attention, and shouts of “vive Ia Commune" often greeted them.

. But especially cordial was the reception of the Internationals by the
Trades-Unionists at the finel counter manh of e procession and
deafening cheers greeted the appearance of their banner on the
Stage at the mass meeting, Equally significant was the participation
of colored arganizutions for the first time in a demanstration got up
by the English-speaking unions. (The German Unions having treat-
ed them as equals already years ago), ’

the whale couritry and

Knights of Labor, the trade unionisis, and the anarchists ali now supported and
helped develop-the Movemeat, And, in spite of the A.F.L. then sticking strictly to
simple trade unionism, nevertheless, in 1889, it sent delegates to the néw, re-
established (Secand) Marxist Inter.iional, It won the support of that International
Congress for the declaration of an international general strike for the cight-hour
day on May 1. \ .

From the beginning of the LW.A. in New York, a committee was formed to
premote the organtzation of Black woskers. The same was true of women who made
up the whole Milwaukes section, Wendelt Phillips, who attacked the vicious lies in
the press sbout the Paris Commuae, also came to the defense o/ the 1877 strike, He
£aw in the Commune » strugple which “ltself gives some of the: biessings of liberty
and iezches vhe way to it." Because Americans assoclated the L.W.A. with the
Paris Cammune, theusands were drawn fo it in the 1870s. As we saw In chapter
one, the 5t. Louis *"Commune’ had a relationship to interriational davelopments
on many different levels, 36. :

" We must never forget that 1877 was the year when the biggest betrayal of
recanstruction in the Sauth was engineered by the Republicans and the Democrats
in that Hayes-Tilden election trade-off. The army was pulled cut of the South, leav-
ing It to the rope and fogaot of the KK
great railroad steikes throughout the country. As the young labor {eader, Eugene V.
Debs, was to say later, during the great Puilman strike in lilinois: *'In the gleam of
every bayonet and the flash of every rifle, the class struggle was revealed."*

The point is that the American workers, with the 1877 Geners) Strlke, got g
new perception of theniselves and their own creativity in their struggles against
expivitaiive capitalism, It was the reason, immanent in the moversent of the masses
that flourished in labor radicals 1n e 1680, Fui the Hve days ihal the Bi. Lusis
workers ran the city, they demanstrated that, in overthrowing the oppressive work-
ing conditions in that City of Little Bread, they themselves had become the decis.

ion-makers. Far from limiting themsclves to the question of wages, they had becote

35, Internationsd Workingman'e Assoclstlon Papers,
38, Bernatuvin, Ssmuwl, THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL IN AMERICA {Augustus M. Kellsy,
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whole men ﬁnd women; white and Black, unfurling a banncr of freedom that, at one
and the same time, made the Paris Commune live and laid the ground for those
struggles of the 1880s. The Haymarket martyrs remain a beacon for us to this day.

In 2 word, as moveinent, rather than just as philosophy, the Marxian roots are
deep in American soil from the moment that the paths of the Abolitionists and Marx
first crossed, through the Civil War and the Hegelians, to 1877, a few months afier
the Fist Lidcinationet dissuived itscif as otganization but continued a5 movement.
These old struggles can become new beginnings for our age because they have left
these stepping stones: both the abslition of slavery and the struggle for the short-
ening of the working day; both the Black dimansion znd WEmLh &5 Reason; Lol ibe
General Strike and dialectical philosophy. Our crisis-ridden age compels us to take
a long, hard Icok at those two decades in activity and in philosophy whose multi-
dimensional character nevertheless failed to unite. It becomes imperative that our
age nat allow a sepzaration 1o occur between actual class struggles and the totality
of Marz's dialectics of Yberztion. This will become the test of the meturity of our
age a5 it comes to grips with the revolution-io-ba,




