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Frcmfz Fanon, Soweto
| and -
American Black Thought

' by LOU TURNER and JOHN ALAN

‘And you

my friends

my allies

cosily chaired in London

or termiting in a thousand towns
or treadmilling the arid round
of protest, picket, pamphlet.—
for as long as fervour lasts:

what shall I say of us?

from “For Chlef”
by Dennls Bruius

5307




Contents

Introduction . . . ... page 5§

Part |—Soweto, Black Consciousness
and Steve Bike . " page’ 9

Part ll—Black Struggles in the
United States . . . . . . page |9

Part Ill-;-Franh F;non. World
Revolutionary ‘ page 28

Part IV—American’ Black Thought . _page 41




Introduction

by
CHARLES DENBY
Editor, News & Letters
and
RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA
Chairwoman, News and Letters Committees

On_this, the 10th anniversary of the 1968 Kerner Commission's admis-
sion that #Our nation [s moving toward two socleties, one black, one white-—
separate and unequal,” it Is clear that nothing has been done to change the

- *ituation that the 1967 uprisings throughout the breadth and lengih of the
land had forced the President's Comnidssion to acknowiedge. Today's papers
are filled with statisties proving that coaditions of life and labor among
Blacks have not only not improved . . . they have worsened. Whether you
take the 204-page repeir of the Urban League, the three-day spread of the
New York Times, or the single column inta which the Chicago Tribune,
Detroit Free Press and others have squeezed a whale decade’s negleet, the
foliowing facts glard out: .

8 Unemployment is iwice what it was 10 years ago.

® Poverty has worsened ang so has the death rate,

® And while the Black middle class has grown, so has pauperization
among the poor-—and not just for those on welfare.-Many can't even reach
that level of poverty, There are families who, literally, have not been on.
a job for three generations! . '

The New York blackout illuminated the fraud in the long-known
statistic that the “average” unemployment among Blacks is twice that of
whites. Even the statistic that unemployment among Black youtb is fully
30 percent does nst tell the whole story. The naked truth is that there are
Black phettos. where unemployment among Black youth is 80 prreent!

- What the proliferation of statistics failed Lo show, however, is that the
dissatisiaction wilth the Government and the Blacks' ersiwhile leaders —
headed by that -mouthpiece of U5, imperialisin, the Ambassadoer to the
United Nations, Andrew Young — does not mean that the Black masses
are just despairing. Contrary to the reports in the while press, Black
America’s actual rejection of white capitalistic-imperinlistic exploitation,
with or without Black lackeys, is, at one and the same time, a thne-bomb
that is sure to explode, and a time for thinking and rcadying for action.

Dut angthor way, what snoms i he auinseanen ic noi anothy, Rather it
is the hewing nut of new ways to meet the challenge of the times which
would not again nllow activily to get so scparated from theory (and vice
versa), as very nearly to assure nborted revolutions, Te succeed, philosophy
and revolution must be united. Which is why Black youth are taking a
second, deeper look at the wiitings of a very different type of Ambassador
—the Martiniquean Framiz Fanon. Fanon. who had given up his- Freach
citizeniship to be an zelual parlieipant in the Algerian Revolution and
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theoretician of Third World revolutions, had come as Alperla’s Ambassador
to Ghana in 1860,

But nearly a decade before then, in that other quicseent period—the
early 1050s—Fanon had broken with Eurcpean values, and, in 1952, wrote
that original philosophic work, Black Skirn, White Masks, It became the
transition point to new theory, and praclice, of revolution, Fanon was the
precursor of a whole new generation of revolutionaries.

By the {ime, in 1951, when Fanon wrote his masterpiece, The Wretched
of the Earth, it was to be not just his highest point of development, and
not only a Manifesto of -the Third World, but a Manifesto with global di-
mensions he called “2 new humanism.” That its todayness keeps proving
itself in reality ns well as in theory was shown both at the height of vouth
revalt in Poris, May 1968, and all over again during the summer of 1976
when Soweto teen-agers, rebelling agzinst being made to learn Alrikaans,
the language of the oppressors, were found instead to he reading The
Weatched of the Earth. ’ ' i ’

Belore his savage murder, Steve Biko, that leader of the Black Con-
sciousness movement who made the link to Fanon most direct both on
consciousness and on internationatism, said: “The Black Consciousness
movement does nol want to accept the dilemma of capitalism versus com-
munism, It will opt for a seclalist solutlon that is on authentic expression
of ‘black ¢communalism , . . As Fanon put it, ‘the consciousness of the self
is not the closing of a door to enmmunication . ., . National conselousness
gr'hii:h lls n:')z.‘ nationalism is Lhe only thing that will give us an international

{mension.' " '

It is this, just this, type of affinity of idcas of freedom that led
American Black youth to identify with Africa and Caribbean freedom
struggles and thinking. Petty-bouvrgeois intellectuals may not have noticed
this working out nf a new relatjonship of theory to practice that is itself a -
form’of theory, since they haven't doné the “thecrizing.” But the American
Black identification with Soweto and Bike, ..ith Fanon and Caribbean.
thought, was preciscly thai, as Black and white American youth demon-
strations. against U.S, Imperialism's heavy favestments in dpartheid South-
Africa showed. Opposition ta U.S, imperialism's propping up of Rhodesia
while mouthing hollow words regarding “Black msjority rule,” words as
false as Ian Smith's, is another such manifestation, Many are the ways the
passion for freedom is articulating itself.

it is this Idea of liberation whose time has comé, which inspired the
Black authors of this pamphict—John Alan and Lou Turncr-—to probe their
uwn experiences as well as historic-philosophic developments. One — Lou
Turner—came into the Movement just when the clvil rights struggles of
the 19605 had reached, on the one hand, a new point of development with
“Hell, no, we won't go!” into the Vietnam war, and, on the other hand, got
aborted nt the very highest point reached in Kent, Ohio, and Jacksan,
Mississippi, against U.S, imperialism's invasion of Cambodia.

The other—Jahn Alan—who had been In all elass struggles as well as
Black struggles from the mid-1840s, felt that the very lenpth of his ox-
periences demanded a total re-cxamination and re-evaluztion of the deings
he felt had lacked n comprchensive theory, ever-widening the gulf belween
revelution and philosophy, He also felt keenly the constant underestimation
of Black American thought — as if the Third World struggles were the whele
and had no roots in the Black Ametrtcan experience. The truth was that the
{wo-way road from Africa to Amerlea and back, indeed the triungular—
African-West Indian-Block American — dJevelopment of ideas which led to
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actual liburatjun moveme=ts, had started way back when all capitalism
saw was & trizngular trade of slaves, rum, molasses,

K.:nrl..\larx had been Lhe first to graphleally and profoundly sum up
Lthe heginnings of capitalism:

“The discovery of gold and silver in America, the extirpation, enslave-
ment and cntombment in mines of the aboriginal population, the beginning
of the conquest and lnotling of the East Indies, the turning of Africa into
a warren for the commercial hunting of black-skins,. signalized the rosy
dawa of the-era of capitalist production.”*

And what his new continent of thought—Historical Materialism that he
called “a new Humanism—led Marx to point to as the path of world reve-
lution was'the ""new forces and new passions” .that would not enly destroy :
the old capitalistie society hut creale the new, classless social order on
truly human foundations. Beund by thls vislon, the authors of Frant: Fanon,

_ Soweto and American Black Thought wish to trace the triangular develop
* ment of ideas and actual achievement of liberation, not for history's sake,
hut as preparation for the American revolutionto.be, -~ -

News & Lettors, both as paper and as vrganization, is proud to publish
their study and to appeal o all revolutionaries to rise to the challenge of
the times beset by myriad erises, as well as (6 open new roads of revolulion
in thought as in [aet, When Fruntz Fanon declared thot the colontal fight
for freedom was “not a Lreatise on the universal, but the unlidy affirmation
of an otiginal idea propounded as an absolule,” he was, in fact, Jaying the
foundation for the Absolute Idea—the unity of theory znd practice—not
just as a suwinming up, a totality of past and present, but what we call now
beginnings for the future. Revolutlonary Black thought, whether. it comes
from Azania (South Afriea), the Caribbean, or the United States, is not
end, bul prologuo.to aection, We Invite 21l readers 1o joln our authors in
warking out the imperative task they set for themselves to prepare theo
retically for the American revelution-to-he. .

Detreit, Michigan, May, 1538

*Kaorl Marx, Capital, Vul, |, Chapter D1, Kerr edition, p, B23 (Penguin cditien, p, 915}
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Part | .
SOWETO, BLACK CONSCIOQUSNESS
AND STEVE BIKO

SOWF.'I'O. THE SOUTH AFRICAN ghelto where the Black

ctudenl revoll crupted in June 1976, reverberated throughout

the world like a thunderbolt, It not only slenalled a new stage of revolt
amony youth, including predecnagers, but sl marked the greatest revolt
South Africa had yot seen - among. workers, nothing short'of a three-duy
General $trike in August 1916. The dehumanized apartheid government's
answer to thesn twn fhunderholte  which Fave proafl 1o the truth that ne
matter how oppressive the state, it eannot kill the passion for Treedoni—
was the slaughter of hundreds of unarmed studepts, capped by the Savage
murder in Sepiember 1977 of Steve Biko, the.founder of the Black Con.
sclousness movement, But let-us begin at the beginning—Sowets, June 1976,

The Soweto Student Representative Counclt {58RC) began their revolt
by rejecting the ‘attempt of the apartheid government to impose the Afri.
kaans language as n medium of instrietion in thejr segregated ‘schools, The
South African state, through its Bantu cducational belicy, was, in this in.
stance, heaping an added and offensive burder upon a learning process
2lready made difficult by tuitlon fees, high cost of books, crowded class
ronms, ete.: it was now arrogantiy dentinding total {dcological suhmission
bgr mn}r:daltlng that Afrikaans, the language of 'the oppresser, he used in
the schools,

To Black South. Africans, white South African eivilization is an,_ in.
sidious maze of intercunnecting fdws and regulations, validating total eontrol
by white supremacisis over every physical and every mental aspect of their -
lives, The Soiveto revolt. in its upposktion to the Afrikaans language, lit-
erally emerges out of the “Black mind,” in'defense of its own mind, resisting
an ahsolutism which wants only to see Its own image reflected in the
minds of the people it_{s oppressing, :

But the students of Soweto had no illuslons about the vulwe of the
education offered to them by the apartheid stote. They had long discarded
any lingering belfef that an apartheid edueation would provide them with
the equipment to parifcipate in a comman South Afriea, “For them, reality
had been stripped naked: they ean see their future In the horvifying Ban-
tustans of Transkei, Ciskei, Boputhataswana and other [homelands!, And
the speetre s so horrendous that they do not mind to be shot at.™

Alter bloody encounters with South African police, using sophisticated
modern weapons of warfare lo quell students armed only with sticks and
slones, a vielory was won by the students, Afriknans was withdrawn as a
language to he used in instruclion, hut it was n eostly viclory in young lives,
Over 600 Black students lay dead, countless othirs wounded and/or-prrested.
This was not the end of the struggle, it was only o manifestution of how
wide and how decp the opposilion to apartheld was among Blacks and the
rest of the diseriminated aguinst people in South Africa, and at the same
time, it was the beginning of a new siage of thn Sputh Afeioan revolutivin

Maregver, it was not only Sowelo, Listen 1o a 18-year-pld Cape Town
student, Ms, Miriam Gafoor, speaking (v a Supreme Court judge: “Apart.
heid has become an insult o our human dignitly, Our whole being rebels

1
Or. Manas Butheleal, “Lettor tram Soweto,” Alrca, Dec. 1974
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against the whole Soulh African existence, The system of apartheid does
not allow us to grow to full womanhood or mauhuod. It Is reducing us 1o
intellectual cripples.”” Refusing to give her evideaee bofore a government
commisslon anenymously, she told her story this way: “1 am a siudent at
Saltriver High School, facing charges of public violence and arson. I was
suspended from my school with seven other students. I am 16 years old
and I have boen locked up, refused food, and interrogaled . . . We, the
youth of South Africa, reject the subservient heritage that has been handed
downtous..,.” - .

Searcely a day in August passed without peiice shooling down demon-
strators somewhere, os township after township exploded. By September 2,
1976, the revolt had spread ta the “Colourec” -masses {as those of mixed
race are identified in South Africa), when 3,000 Coloured youth breught
the conflict for the first time direetly to a white area itselfl—downtown
Cape Town.

What started as a student profest against the forced use of the op-
pressor’s language, assumed overnight ail of the features of a movement
for national liberation, and in a very shart time it became also a movement
for the emancipation of labor—for Wack workers te hive the right to
withhold their labor, i.e., to strike. The successful three-day General Strike
in August 1976 sent shock waves through the cconomy and the minds of
South Africa; the ruling whites learned that their vaunted white civiliza-
tion was nakedly exposed, disclosing that its very existence was dependent
upon Black labor. , . .

HE EVENTS IN SOWETO revezled a high degree of conscious-
.. ness and organizaticn, carsied out in the most democratic and
meticulous manner. with the students as initiators and coordinators.
Student bodies wilhin the school system were conduits through which
furms of action to be taken were relayed 1o Soweto's population, so
student attendance remnlned at the maxbmum during revolt. Once the
schools became ihe students' vehieles for discussion and organization of
furlber defiance, the police began to piss out forged lcaflets, instructing
the children to stay home, . ;

They refused to stay home. The studenis of Svweto, nlone, decided
when to boycott and when to atiend classes, In 1877, so total was the boy-
coll that shut dewn all the schools in Soweto, in other Black townships and
even in several “tribal homelands,” that at the exd of the yeor the govern-

- ment dropped thousands of leaftets over Soweta by plane warning parents
their children would fail if they did not show up for examinations. “Are

W

vou going to allow dropouis and intimidators to ruin your child's future
the leaflels asked, A yeas-and-a-half ufter the first uprising, the answer
was a school boycoit mrre powerful than ever; the number of hoycotlers
was more than 300,000, '

Another aspect of the students’ creative organizing was the develop-
ment of the concept of consultation. For exomple, the SSRC pointed out
that the success of the strike in Johannesburg was due in great measure
1o consulintions willi texl Jdrivers ond raitroad workers, urging -ihéin io
stap all traffic to that city. The SSRC also realized that the fallure to con-
sult cauld cause a break in the front against apariheld, as in the case of
the so-called Zulu backlash. Consultation with the Zulu workers, who lived
in the hostels provided for them in Sowele, was all thal was nceessary
for the “backlash” to disappear, .

What emerges, in a very cuncrele way, is that the students, warkers,
women and children of Sowelo, devised, during their rebellion, an organ-
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fzation and o meihod and a theory of struggle, which was a new extension
of the old existing organizations, such as the Africon National Cengress
(ANC), the Al African Convenlion (AAC) and the Pan African Con-
rress (PPAC), ' :

Ezekiel Mphahlele, ihe Black South African essayist, novelist and
teacher, when he returned in the summer of 1977 after’ many yems abroad,
was quick to recopnize the great distance between the “old” and the “new”
in Soweto, Ie scolded the political chicfs who claimed that they had
engincered the revolts from exile, “on internativna! time and money,”
whon, he said, the truth is “The students did it all an their own steam,
driven by their own huris and cstecm of themselves,?

This is nnt to say that the resolt in South Afriea has notl been contin-
wous. When Bantu Education was first introduced in 1833, African students
went on sirike at almost every institution ol higher education threughout
South Africa, Although Black workers are forbidden to strike, and refusal
to work s punishable hy [ine and hnprisonment, illagal strikes jumped,
after they were forbidden, from 33 in 1854 to 73 in 1855, When South
Africans were involved in the great bus boycott of 1857, hundreds of thou-
sands walked 20 miles to work and trudged another 20 miles. hack to Lheir
segregated townships for three solid months until they won their light
against a foe increase.

In 1949, the dockworkers won the support of not only Alrican students,
but even students at the while universitics in Cape Town and the Witwaters
rand, The years between 1973, and 1075 saw wave after wave of siriKes.
But-the half million Africmn workers and almast quarier million Colonrad
workers, who striick in respouse lo the Sotreto strudents’ call in Angust of

1976, carried out the greatest strike in the history of South Africa.

The wamen, espeelally those in the garment anid food canning indus-
tries, were numbercd among the most militant. The “~oe clothing indus-
try, which employs 50,000 workers, 80 percent of them »omen, was com-
pletely shut down in the general' strike, And white housewives were seen
serubbing their own (loors for the first time in thelr lives when Black
maids failléd to veport for work. .

W OMEN HAVE BEEN FIGHTING to change the system ever
- since 1913, when their demonstrations against passes in
the Orange Free Slate were so massive and mililant that the passes wete
withdrawn. In 1955, when pass-carrying was once ajoin to be extended to
the women, 2,000 of them—mostly Africans, but including women of other
races—began protests that contipued until August 9, 1856, when 20,000
women cotiverzed on Pretorin, August 9 has sitce then become known as
“Women’s Day” in South Africa. .

Even the rural women, who are the lurgest single group, the most de-
prived culturally and the most burdened by the migratory laber system
that forees their hushands and sons to lcave their homeland, marched over
10,000-strong from Natal Sonth Coast to Port Shepslone to present their
gricvances in 19582 '

bed
gzekiel Mphohlele, "Back 1@ Ancestrol Ground,” Flrst World, May-June 1977,

For mote on Black women tn Saulh Africo, see: Phyllis Kiantala, An African Trogedy
{Agawicha Productions, P.O. Box 18043, Delfait, M. 48238, 1976} and Hilda Barnsten,
For Their Trlumphs and for Thair Tears {internctional Defence and Aid Fund {or Southern
Alrlcc, 104 Newgate Street, l.n-u-\dn:,ﬂB EC1, England, 1975; aveilebls in the W5 from 1DAF,

P.O, Box 17, Combridge, Ma, 02138}
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Many of these women were arrested following their protest in 1958
ogainst South Africa’s apartheid poricy of demanding that wemen

carry identification passes.

Consciousness and the first mass opposition 1o apartheid to hreak inle

world view since the Bloody Sharpeville massacre of 1960, when thousands

of Africans shouted *lzwe Lethu,” burned their passes, and marched to

the police stalions demanding {o be arresled for- having vielaled the

apartheid “rules, The unarmed mass _of men, women and children were

machinegunned, a state of vmergency was declared. and any political

organization daring to challenge white supremacy—stch as the ANC and

PAC—was outlawed at once, Soweto is the prouf that arms not only canrot

kill the idens of freedom, but that the struggle also cmhbraces ever newer .
layers of the population:

Soweto was not just a simple separation in lime from a preceding
generation, bul such o quantum leap inte revuluiinnary ethods and ideas
that it inspired a Sowclo youth to preclaim: “Go usand tell the world that
the process of Black Liberation, which nohody can reverse, has begun in
South Afriea!™ Within hours that spirit caught on in every township in
Soulh Africa, {from Johanneshurg te Cupe Town, and soon, on the walls
of schools and government buildings, ssogans appeared announcing: “Black
IS power.”

Whether the leadership was kilied of cuiled or iniled, more leaders
emerged from below, An American Black intellcctual who spent 11 months
in South Africa reporled that the youth lenrned 1o taunt the “hippes” (the
pame of the eightsided, armed police transports used to strike fear in
Soweto residents). To diverl the “hippos" from actual mectings, sludents
would gather at a different place nearby to throw vocks at “hippos" that

4
See “Letter from Soweto,” cited agbiote.
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came to break up the meeting, then disappear and reproup  elsewhere,
while the actual meeting continued undisruptod. .

Not a week has passed since the first outburst in June 1876 that
hasn’l disclosed that it Is a stil ongoing revolution, It is for this reason,
preclsely this, that the armed apartheid government has deluded itself
that it was “reasonable and practieal” to throw Steve Biko, nuked and un-
conscious from serious head wounds, into the rear of a police jeep, and
driv i im. It was then that the world learned in

government tried 1o suppress—Bike's philesophy of libera.
tion, which he called Black Consciousness,

Lislen to Steve Bike speak for himseif:

By Black consciousness I mean the cultural and politienl revival
of an opprossed peeple. This must Le ceialed o Lhe emancipation of -
the entire continent of Alrica since the Second World War, Africa
has expericnerd the death of white invincibility, -

I must emphasize the eultur:] depth of Black eonsciousnoss, The
.recognition of the death of whiiy Jinvineibility forces Blacks to ask
the question: "Who am 13 "Who are we?” And the fundamentaj -
answer we give is this: “People are poople!” Sy “Black” consciousness
says: “Forget about color' But the reality we faced 10 to 15 years
-age did not allow us to articulate this , . .

Where is the evidence of support among the younger generation
for HPC {Blrck Penple's Conventioni? In one wordi Soweio! The
beldness, dedication, sense of purpose, and clarity of analysis of the
situation—all of these things are defini

people. This change is not the result of force but of dedication, of _
moral persuasion, This is what has fAolten through to’ the young
people. They realize that we are not deallng with mere bread and
butter iszues . . . . ' ‘ .

Ah, this is a gilek change! We begin with the assumption that
Irom the international point of view South Africa is a pawn jn the
pn!sltics of progmatism, in the game of power Letween the US, and
USSR.., -

In order to realize its long-term policy, America has to find a
Eroup with which it can be allied |, . . It appears to us that this is
the reason why {U.3. President] Carter chose Andrew Young as Am-
bassador to the UN, and why he sent him o Southern Africa, In
this way Carter hopes to develop & new complexion, accepleble to the
Third World in general and to South Africa In particular, Carter uses
Andrew Young's color as a special passport to the Third World, But
Youne has no program except the furtherance of the Amerelan system,
That's why he plays tennls in Soweto. Carter is dofng more skilifully
what Nixon and Furd did: fo make the American system work more
efficiently.

. In being so eritical of the econamic seli-interest in the Third
World on the part of Ameriern capltalism, T 2t the zaiie lime have
uc Muslona abwul Tussiv, 41 is ag imperinlistic as Americs, This is
evident in s jnternal history as well as in the role jt plays in
countries like Angola, But the Russians have a less dirty name; in
the eyes of the Third World, they have a clean slate, Because of this,
they have had a better start |n the power game, Thelr policy seems
{o be acceplable to revolutionary groups , . . Here we ate probably
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faced wilh the greatest problem in the Third World today. We are
divided beeause some of us think that Russian imperialism can be
accepled as purely an interim phase while others—like myself—doubt
wheiher Hussin is really inlerested in the liberation of the Black
peoples,

The Black conscicusness movement does nel want lo accept the
dilemma of capitalism versus eommunism. It will op! for a socialist
solulion that is an authentic cxpression of Black cammuteslism. In the
present stage of our struggle it is not casy to present details of this
aiternative. But it is a recognition of the fact that a change in the
color of the occupier does not necessarily change the system In our
ccarch for o just syslem we know thal the debate abnut econcmic
policy cannot be pure, completely separate from’ exist.ng syriems.
in our writings we at times spcak of collective enterprises beeause
wr rojorl the individualistic and capitalistie type of enterprises. But
we are not taking over the Russian models. . . . ’

The call for Black conseiousness is the mest positive call to come
from any group in the Black world for 2 long time, It is more than
just a reactionary vejeclion of Whites by Blacks. The quintessence’
of it is the realization by the Blacks that, in order to featurc well
in this game of power politics, they have to use the eoncept of group
power and to build a strong foundation for this. Being an historieally,
politically, socially and cconomically disinherited and dispossessed
group, ther have the strongest foundalion from which to operate.
The philosophy of Black consciousness, therefore, expiosses group
pride and the determination by the Blacks to rise ond altain the
envisaged sclf, ’ :

At the heart of this kind of thinking is the realization by the
Blacks that the most-polent weapon in the hands of the appressor is
the fnind of the oppressed, Once the fatter has been so effectively
manipulated and controlled by the cppressor as lo make the op-
pressed believe that he iz a liakility to the White 1aan, then there
will he nothing 'the pppressed can do ihat will really scare the
powerful masters. Ience thinking along lines of Black conscipusness |
. miakes the Bloek man sce himself as a heing, entird In himself, and
not as an extension of a broom or additional Jeverage “to .some
machine, . . .

It is often cinimed that the advocales of Black consciousness me
hemming themselves inlo a closed world, choosing to weep on cach
other's shoulders and thereby culling owl useful dialogue-with the
rest of the world. Yet 1 feel that tha Black people of the world, in
choosing 1o reject the fegacy of colonfatism and While domination
and to build around themselves their own values, standards and out-
look 1o life,-have ot Just established a solid base for meaningful
cooperation amongst themsclves in the larger batile of the Third
World agatnsi the rich nations,

As Fanon puts it, “the consclousness of the self is not the clos
ing of a door o communication . . . National consciousness, which is
not nationalism, is the only thing that will give us on international
dimension™ . .. :

We have in us the will to live through these trying times; over
the vears we have uttuined mernl superiorily over the White man:
we £hall wateh as Time destroys his paper castles and know that afl
these little pranks were hut frentic atlempls of [rightened little
people to convince each other that they can conirel the minds and
bodics of indigenous peoples of Alrica Indefialtely.s

]
Excerply fram “Steve Riko Speaky jur Jlimsold,” HMaws & Letters, November 1977,
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Coffin of
murdered
Steve Biko -
is carried

by ongry
South
Africans.

Wll;\'l' 15 POWERFUL AND NEW about Biko's ideas is (hat
. he always centers the possibility Tor change within the
subject of the oppressed. and not simply within the South African cconumy
or in the hicrarchy of the system, Tais distinguishes him sharply frowm
people like Andrew Youny and opizion-nnufaclurers in this countiry-who
deliberately delude the people thal racial perseention in South Africa ran
be ended by applying a tourniquet to the eeonemy, which in any case is
<lways applied in 2 half-hearied manner, like the wei slapping six-month
arms cmlirzze by the UN twhich does sint include nuclear materials).

The ominous character of Henry Kissinger's role in South Africa, per
peluated now by Andrew Yeung at the very moment of the coaleseency of
tevalutionary fo:¢es in South Africa. shows the imperiulist face of the U.S.
This s n H fieavy invesiments in Soutn Afrien, ot

lohal potit revolutionary role throughout the whole of
Africa ever sinee the birth of the Third Warld,

When the African Revolutions first unfolded in the Iate 18505 and
early 1960s, they eleetrificd the world not only hecause in a single decade
they reshaprd the map of Africa. hut alse because the banner of I{hera-
tien raised was charged willh a dynamisin of ideas, contrasting sharply
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with the most famous. monopoly of aill—the U.S.’s underdeveloped intellee-
tuals who were then expounding “the enc of ideology."™*

The tragic death of Steve Biko hrought forth the re-discovery of seli-
cohsciousness as an objeetive foree within the proecess of liberation, Black
Consciousness means that Black prople in Azaniza must be for themselves
“and not as an extension of a bronm or 2n additional leverage to some
machine.”

Every white person's health und prosperity in South Africa is derived
wholly from the dirt-cheap Black labor held in control by restrictive laws
and police terror. South Africa’s prosperily during the 1940s and 1970s
rested largely upon the world price vf gold. Even with the inflated price
of geld, its cconomy would not have hloomed if It were not for the low
wages that were paid to Black workers in the labor-intensive mining
operations,

The UN reports that real wages in South Africa have not increased
sinee 1810, Black unions are recognized neither by the industries nor by
law, and Black workers earn as little as $40 a month in many industries.
That is why 50 of the larcest 100 U.S. comgpanies operate in South Africa,
investing more than $1.5 billion and realizing » rate of profit that s among
the highest in the world.” '

Because the “success” of capitalism in South Africa is inseparable,
from the subsistence wages paid-to Black labor, there can be no meaning.
ful improvement for Black werkers under such a system, The fear that
haunis capitalism in South Africa is the continuous revolt of the masses,

As far back as 1851, anc of the leaders amd theoreticians in South
Africa, I. B. Tabata, sald in his opening address to the first cenference of
the Society of Young Africa (SOYA): i .

- S0YA can, for Inslance, assist in bringing to the consclousness
of wider sections of the people the two-dold nature of oppression:
national oppression und class exploilation . . . You will have noted
that I-lay great stress on the importance of tdees . . ., The idens are
the weapons with which you eut your path in the barbaric jungle of
Seuth African society loday, We have to fight ideas with idens. We
have nothing to Iose. We have a world to conguer . . . We go into
the struggle, not simply to save the youth, not enly to save the non.
Eurapeans, It 15 a question of the preservation of ail sociely, Our
struggle, here in South Africa, is part and poarcel of the struggle
of humanity os a whole.t

The 605 began with massive protests launched by the newly created
Pan African Congress against the pass system. The apartheld government's
vesponse was the Sharpeville massacre. PAC leader Robert Sobukwe,
charged with Incitement, said, “We regard it as our historie role to con-
tribute towards a United States of Afrfea from Cape to Cairo, Moroeco to
Madagascar,” At Lthe end of his four years at hard Iabor, so determined

Sea Rava Dunavevikaya, “The New Humanism: Africon Socialism,” Appendix to Hotionalitm,
Communizm, Morxist-Humanism on o Afro-Aslan Rovolut {The Left Group, Cambwidge
Untiveraniy Lubnnn Tiule 17005, rep dos Appeodia e Py Fasieien ' sl deewia
Provwuring RhoZosla While Bulstering Aporthald South Africa’” “in The Politles!-Philoephic
l;nmn of Roya Dunovavikaya (News and Lotters, Detroit, 1977}

Far o discussion of the ding Amarican | ] Is In South Africa in the context q!
the current world economie critis, *+= Taya Dunayevikoya, Metx’s Copltel and Todey's
glahll Crisis {Mews and Letters, Detroit, 1978}, pp, 12-12,

Taboto's "Opening Addren' to the first conference of the Society of Younp Africa, Dac, 20,
1951 repiinted oy Document 98 in Vel, 11 af tha four-volume study From Protest Ve Ghal-
lenga: » Dacumentary Histary of African Pelitier in SJeuth Africa, 10021944, edited by
Thomas Karis and Gwendolen M, Carler {Hoover Institution Press, Stonferd, Ca,, iwzp.
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was the povernment nol to allow him Lo po {ree that it rushed throuzh
a special law that hecame known as the “Sobukwe Bill" and sent him to
infamous Rebben Islang o 2 repecial prisoner.”? ' ‘
W HEN SOWETO ERUITED il was again their fear of gens-
ine revolution that impelled the guuth Alcan povernment
first (o slep op atlempts Lo frapment the Blick people along teibal’ lines
with their su called “homeland” sehemes: then o offer minimul reforms 1o
the “Coloured” and Asiun population; and above all, to wage a full scale
attack v the identifiable leadership of the vrganized forms of resistance.
Steve Biko was une of hundreds of Black activists, students and trade union
leaders wha was banned or juiled, Indeed, be had aleemdy been banned o
ke isolation of King Williamstown since 1974, but on August 18, 1677. he
was picked up under the infamous Section & of tie Tercorism Act, which
allows permancnt dotention witheut charge or tral. (m September 12 he
wis murdered in Pretorin's central prison by the securily putice, the 23vd
activist to die in pelice custody in 18 manths.

South Alrica is a society where revoll walks lways in the shadow
of a massaere. Change’ and revolution have become, finally, inseparable.
The poiicy of apartheid bas made it impossible to think in terms ef
wdegrees” of freedom, heeause it can only be understeud as a tinle less
bondage than the bondage that exists.

Whal was new about Sewelo, in additicn to the massive nature of
the revolt of the youth as well as the workers, was the fnternatinnalization
of the struggle, especially its impact on the U8

Defiant
family of
murdere
Steve Biko!
Ntsikie Biko
and thei
Lhildren,
Sakora, 2,
and
Nkostnaiti,
6,

92
thangalise Robert Sobukwa died in Sowth Alnico on Feb, 26, 1978, 500 “in Memoriam™ by

Phyllis Jordan, News & Lellers, Apn! 1978,
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Part 1! -
BLACK STRUGGLES IN THE
" UNITED STATES

“ I HE PLESIDENT OF TINS UNIVERSITY, Dr. Brage .
Golding, sits on the Board of Directors of the Armco
Steel Corparativa, and Mr. George Janik, Chairman of the Board of
Truslees wf Kent State University. is an employee of JBM, Inc.” wrote
the undergraduate student represeniatives at Kent State University,
demanding that Golding and Janik resign (heir positions in these U.S. |
corparations which support apartheid South Africa with extensive invest-
ments, “The cconomic future of South Africa can be said to be the
willingness of U.S, corpoerations to invest heavily in a country that offers
cheap {ubor: cxpleiting the African population at the expense of their
dignity, living conditions anu rights to a decent living.”

The anti-apartheid messages were brought home on campus after
campus, and not separated frem: struggles al home, Thus, students at
Stanford and the University of California, who initinted mass anti-apartheid
~actions in 1877, decpened that movement by drawing in demands that
the universities restore gutted minority sludies and that -the courts
overlurn the Bakke decision. In 1998 demonstrators from many campuses
converged on Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee, protesting
South Afriea’s participation in the Davis Cup (ennis matches. The -next
" month both Waesleyun and Princeton. students seized buildings on their
campuses uniil they won the promise from thelr university adininistrators
to “disinvest in banks ond corporations dealing with South Africa. The .
protesls, bringing anti-npartheid action home, soon crupted on eampuses all
over the Jand. In 2 three-week span, demonstrations took place at Amherst,
Brandels, Cclumbia, Dartmouth, Harvard, MIT, Tufts, Williams, Yale and
the University of Michigan. . '

it is clear that American youth have ne more use for z system that
degrades humanity than do-the youth of Soweto. ‘This rejoection of o
racisl, exploitalive, capitalist soefely permeatces universily and ghetto
youth alike. . . - . .

So simple o matter as an aceidental power blackout in New York City,
July 13, 1977, dramatically exposed the Achilles heel of American capital-
ism, its racism. Al over the city the lights, burglar alarms and ecleclronic
locks went ount, and within seconds, thousands of Black and Latin youth
were racing through all the major ghettos, including Bedford-Stuyvesant
and Bushwick in Brooklyn, the South Bronx, Jamaica and Marlein—as
well as more “downtown” areas such 5™ Times Square and the Upper
West Side. .

The youths, followed by the entire communily, made the strects and
the raclst rip-off businesses their own, They dubbed it “Christmas in July™
“as they smashed Into the stores and took what they needed,

All kinds of stores were hit in spontancovs, yet in many cases, highly
organized fashion. Sometimes tow trucks were used 10 pull dewn burglar
gates, and there were often lines, just like nt a sale.

The “commandeering” of the private preperly cannct be compared
with the politicalization that was very much in evidence during the urban
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revolts of the 1860s, but the reasons for the looting and burning in
New York City's ghellos were the samc FEAsOms that compelied the
ghetlo vouth of 186467 10 go out into the streels in rapge.

In the case of unemployment, conilitions are warse than they werc
ten years afo. Unemployment among Black youth in 1965 was 20 percent.
Today it is between 40 and 50 percent. In New York City in 1977 il was
g0 pereent. The second highest unemployment calegory is Black women.
And these same lwo groups also have the highest suicide rates, Whelher
it is infant morlality in this supposedly hiphly advanced fand, or the
alarming suicide rate, or the incredibly high homicide rate for youmk
Black men, it is abundantly clear that life — especially Biack life — is
~expendable” te American capitalism.1® '

when Black youth broke inlo stores and carted of the wares to their -
ghetto hotnes, it wvas as though cnlire pages of statistics had come alive to
vhatlenge the failure of ihe system to meet the human needs fur 3
whole segment of American society.

HOW 0 OVERCOME this faiture has baflled all capitalist
Lpolicy makers and politicians, because they dare not leok at
the fact that capitalist sociely reaily has no wpormal” need for the labor
of Black youth, Black youth are to be wasted in the ever-maddening cycle
of unemployment, welfare, prison, and back ogain. Solutions offered are
mintmal, with @ 1ot of pieties ahout the “work elhic* and "a good

minimum edueation.”

The roalistically-minded Black job scekers know ittoheo “¢con nnd
a shulfle They know s which will be presentied are
“make work," to which they flowed to bring any ereativity
or responsibility. As one youth put it laining that he had been
promised an interesting job and was instead askett Lo sweep the itreets,
siWhen we're grown ub we'll ‘have to lake this kind of menial job to
have work, but while we're YOung we want to do something more exeiting."”

Some so-called radicals and moral defenders of capitalism have char-
avterized the New York “]goling™ either as @ “fajlure of cultural values”
or as “an innate tack of maral standords,” Suth views express total
ignorance of what it Is te live in o ghellm what it meuns L0 be young
and Black, growing up in the hig cities of this eountry. Although there has
been “great advancement™ of the Black middle class in the last two
deeades, and the disappearance of the most visible and obnoxious forms
of racism in public accommadations, ccotomic and cuitural racism is
<till part of the day-te-day life in this counlry.

The New York black.: L exposed nol only the rucism of American
capitalism, wliich has meant- @ full decade of Deprission cronomic condi-
tions for Blacks, and the nttempt to push back ¢cery gain made by the.
Clvil Rights movement of the ‘605 — from jobs, lo housing, to numbers
imprisoned. It also exposed the widening division belween leadership and
masses in the Black movement, Contrast the difference belweed the way
in which Maortin Luther King, Jr. trying to respond to the need to unite
Black and labor, marched with the saniiation workers on the cve of

sw York Timay, April 4, 1978, dogumenis from Health poparims i ssaordy that the
s oimost 50 percent higher than tha Now York :Ir;mde rote of 10.2
:(ho Intant morlchity rate In Cen .8 per 1}
age of 19. font deaths fo! h 1,000 llve hirths.
m's tales and ratel of oiher parts of Now Yaork have been widening over
the It rhnuq'-," the ortitle continuey, rdapite the introduction in 1946 of Medicad and

Med.rorg . . v
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Siudent demonstrations, like this cne at the University of Michi-
gan, swept U.5. campuses in 1978, demanding that university ad-
ministrations withdraw their investrmenis in apartheid South Africa.

his assassination in 1968, and the disgusting way in which Maynard
Jackson, Black Mayor of Atlanta, broke the sanitation workers' strike in
his city in April, 1977—on the very anniversary of Dr. King's murder.

Indeed, it was.only afier the New vork outburst that Vernon Jordan
of the Urban League signaled the end of his and ofher Black leaders’
honevmoon with the Carter Administration by ever-so-mildly taking issue
with_ Carter’s lack of specific proposuls dealing with Black poverty, most
speeifieally in the area of jobs. The blackoul events had exposed the
fakery of Carter's rhetoric and the impotency of Black leadership in this
period when most of the pains, so hardwon in the past decade, were
being rolled back.

In fact, the Black movement has been in a situation of “dual aliena-
tion"—from its own leadership as well’ as from the American system—
ever since the mid-1960s when the mass of Rlack people began ta question
the gouls and methods of the Civil Rights movement leadership.

1

SR/ HAT MARKED THE GREAT and historic decade of the
'g0s was (he mass nature of (he Black revoll — its self-
aelivity., self-organization and self-development, The courage of the Black

youth in the Deep South initlated a new era in the U.S.A, that swept

along young and old, gave a new definition o the labor movement's

wgii-down” with sit-ins, teach-ins and wade-Ins, und inspired a whole new

generation of revolutlonaries, Black and white,

it was this very mass character and strength wut of which the dis
illusion began, and not only in Lhe South, but in e North as well, The
Rent Strike movement which swepl the New York slums in the winter
of 196364 involved over 100,000 peaple under the slogan “no ‘rent for
rats.” Yet the leadership led the mass demonstrations into the arenn of
the Jandlord-tenant courts, where things boggoed down interminably. Six
months later, CORE demonsirations were taken over by Harlem youth and
the ipGa Haricm rehollion was on; the next summer Black fury exploded
in the Hrst of many outbursts m ihe now Imternationally-known Watls
community in Catifernin. o -

Job discrimination was rampant ln indusiry, and wwpald menial work
was the exclusive provinee of Black and other minority workers, Housing
was rigidly segregated, but the Blnck worker and the urban poor could hot
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afford to live outside of the vast deieriorating slums that were the “Black
coinmunities.”

The feeling of frustration was not only directed against the system of
vapitalism and ils symbols, i.e. the white landlords and white merchants,
butl also against the middleelass leadership of the Civil Righls movement,
This leadership was proving to be incapable of moving against the all-
pervasive racism that plagued the lives of Black workers and the Black
poor city dwellers. -

Alongside this eriticisimm of capitalism and of the Black leadership,
there was a growing new “Blark consciousness.” The slogan “Black Power,"
raised by Stokely Carmichael on the 1965 march from Memphis, Tennessee
to Jackson, Mississippi with James Meredith and Dr, AL L, King, was the
arliculation of this growing new Black consciousness,

. The slogan *Black Powcer” did not precede, but followed Watts; the
Black masses had already broken with the leadership's conception of the
movement a full year before Carmichael tried to capsulize it as a slogan,
As Reya Dunayevskaya »ot jt: * . . he signalled more than the end of Dr.
King's predomitznes in the Icndcrsmp of {the Movement. It was alsa the
heginning of the division between ranks and all leaders, nimself inetuded "
The division was especially sharp between the Bladk women and Car-
michacl when he dared 1o say that the only position inr women in the
movement was “prone,” He never repeated it,

Black power, before it was corrupted with the ideas of “Black Capital-
ism,” reflected the disillusionment with, and alienation from, white capital-
ism on the one hand, and, on the other hand, a feeling of race pride and
race respect, wedded o the conscious knowledge that. power existed within
the Black masses to transform society. It was a quest for a total solution
in ideas as well as in action. -

Behind the twin slogans of “Black Powet” and "Black is Beautiful™
the eourse of Black liberatign was altered and the method of struggle re-
defined, From 1866 onward’ inte the 1870s, no facet of Black Amcrican
‘life was left untouched by the Black Power Movement,

Inte this fermenl of so much activity which scemed to spring out of .
nowhere, come the Black urban .revolts eulminaling in the 1967 summer
Detruit Revolt. This revoll stunned a ration which had uslready experienced
the "hot summers” of Watls and Newark, but Detroit was to be different.
It was not simply an upheaval to “get whitey." but a re It against the
class system -wearing a white face. The Black people of Detroit, mainty
workers and urban poor, in the fury of their altack upon-the symbols of
capitalism, did nol spare the properly of the Black businessman or the
Black landlord. The looting of stores, and the sniping at the police and the
military, was interracial.

Detroit’s outbreak was to be the final step in the new stape of Black
revolt-—a siage charzelerized by the movement mway from White/Black
liberalism to class/race consclousness. It was also at this point of the Black
rebellion that the Fedecal Government decided to intervenc whh massive
sums of money to cil the waters of disseasion In the Black gheltos, This
spending of fcderal funds has mainly resulted, over the last decade, in
bringing forth an “Influpntial” struta of the Black middle class. most of
whom are “expert” on handling the “Black Question™ within the frame-
work of demacratic liberallsm cspoused by the Democratic Party.

11

Raya Dunayevikoya, “New Passlons ang New Forees,” Chapter 9 of Phifasophy and Revelu.
ticn {De¢ll Publuting Co., New Yark, 197), p. 249,
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The infusion of federal funds, whether actually under the Office of
Economic Opportunity (OEQ) budget or not, was called the “poverty pro-
gram™ by gheito residents. A name went with it for those Civii Rights
leaders who took the jobs that were offered — “poverly pimps.” Where
the cry of the ghetto revolts was “Abolish the slums!™ the inient of the
OLO was to ereate a new gieneration of “tame” Black leaders.

i HE BLACK POWER MOVEMENT not only touched every
. facet of life, it also produced a new consciousness and spirit
ol revoll that eannol be erased from history.

" By the '70s Black workers had organizcd Black caucuses within their
unions to combat the racism found both in the unions and in the fariuries.

- As one of th most expericnced Black workers wrote:

An entirely ncw stage was born with the appearance. of groups -
like DRUM (Dodge Revolutionary Union Movement) within the
auto shops, DRUM was organized after Chrysler fired seven of the
black workers who kiad struck the Dodge Main plant to protest a
.speed-up on the line, while the UAW Conventlon was being held in
Atlantie City. In July, 1988, when DRUM called for a strike to
support a list of demands against racisin, both by Chrysler and the
UAW, the enll brought thousands of workers ‘out of the plant and’
shut down production for two days, .

Several months before the Dodge strike in Detroit, 500
workers at the: Mahwah; New Jersey: Ford plant had shut down
production fer three days after a racist foreman called a produc-
tion worker a “black bastard.” Out of that spontaneocus wildeat, the
United Black Brothers of Mahwah Ford was organized.

. The greatest difference between the new caucuses emerging
today and these that appeared before [s Lthat most of us who were in
Black opposition groups up te now thought that the most important
thing to do was to throw out the leadership, or change the union
structure, or swncthing of that nature. The young. people today
aren’t thinking that way. They are thinking in terms of a complete -
change — of revolution. ‘

Young Blecks today aren't joking about the complete change

- they are out te get. When the group at Dodge named themselves
the Revolutionary Union Movement, it was very significant. Years -
ago if workers called themselves “revolutionaries,” other workers
would have shied awsy from them, Today the very word can at-
tract workers.)?

In the '70s, Black students are letting it be known they have no in-
tention of giving up the Black Studies courses for which they had fought
so hard followirg the acsassination of Rev, King. To win these programs
Black students had occupied buildings and shut down universities, and
two had been shot to death at UCLA over the direction of a new center.
In Atlanta, Georgla, high school students boycotted classes and cabled for
daily Black Studies programs in the publie schoal eurrieulum, beginning
with clementary school. One student commented, “If they teach us cvery
duy sbuui tiwe Widie man, tiey can-teact us cvery day about the Biack -
man."

12 VU
Charles Denby, “Black Cautuses In the Unioms,” Mew Pollties, Summer 1938 roprinted as
Appendix 10 third adition of Amerlcan Clvillzation or Tiial {Nows and Letters, Detrolt, 1970),
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Suddenly, not only did the number of programs decline sharply from
he estimated high of about 500 in 1972, but those remaining were rapidly
becoming establishment-controtled. “College administrators don’t want
meaningful Bl.ck stedies, programs because they would reveal the sacist
nature of American higher education,” charged Leonard Jeffries, director
of the Black Studies department at City Coliege of New York.!3 Nothing
better proves his point than the racism revealed by the top intellectual
citadel, Harvard, where the Chairman of thz Afro-American Studies De-
partment, Prof, Ewart Guinier, fought so long and so hard to prevent the
proposed W.E.B. Du Bois Institute from being wrenched from Black con-
trol to become an instrument it the hands of the Administration.'* He lost
the battle. “The treatment Flacks receive at Harvard today paralicls their
treatment in American lifs . . . is no more clevaled than that of the
conservative majorily of the U.S. Supreme Court . . . or the lecal police
foree,” said Dr. Guinier, accusing Harvard of nothing less than the “aca-
demic lynching of Black students.” .

This attempt to cither eradicate or diseipline Black Studies has boan
met with new student strikes and occupations from the University of Mich-
igan to Browa University in Rhode 1sland, and from CUNY to Kent State,
Ohio, It is not only the existence of serious Black Studies programs that
is in jeopardy, but the very presence of substantial numbers of minorities
on university campuses. In the South, all-Black colleges have suffered
drastic cute in fironcisl aid, Tn New York, the apen admissions and free
tuitlon pelicies which gave the opportunity for Black, Latino and poor
white youth to go t» college have been climinated,

H 05108 COMMUNITY COLLEGE—which is overwhelmingly
Hispanie, offers the only bilingual cducation program in the
East, and was founded in 1970 only after' massive pressurc from the Latino
community of the South Bronx—was threalened with closing in 1976, Tt wos
saved only by the immediate pecupation of the college fur two weeks by
students who conducted classes and seminars themselves, :

When the threal was repeated in 1978, students took over on aimost
finished but ematy building across the street from the cellege at 500 Grand
Concourse Ave., which students had demnnded become part of their school

for four years. St soon could not accommedale aill the professors who

wanted to teach their classes there to, show support for the action.

Deelering that “Ilostes is alfirmative action,” the.students senl a large
contingent to the mass April 1978 march in Washington D.C. called to
protest the Bakke decisinn which aimed at ending the fow meaningful afilrm-
ative action programs that ever were Implemented, not slone on the cam-
pus, but-in enployment as well, .

The molests against Bakke have brought together, in & new way, Black
and white students, women, and other minoritiss on a scale not secn for
many years, At the same timne, Black siudents at Corne!l Unlversity were
joined for the first time by white students to protest nore . cuts in Black
Studies there—and oven Barnard College had a demonsiration against the
elimination of some of their Black Studles.

In the same way, Kent Stale students—In their 1977 battle against
13
Cuoted in "Blatk Studies Mok Guins but Sook Wder Role”" by Edward Fiske, Haw Yark
1l'l‘mn. June |9, 1974,
See “The Duloit Legoty Under Attath™ by David Graham Dubois, The Black Scholur, Jan-

Feb, 1978
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Over 30,000
demonstrators
massed in

YW ashington,
D.C. on April
15, 1978,
demonding
that the
Supreme Court,
overturn the
Bokke deciston.

construction of a gym or.Blanket Hiil, where National Guards murdered
four students on May 4, 1970—tried not to let their movement be separated
this time from the Black dimension, as it was in 1970, Whereas the massacre
at Kent State hed shul down no less than 426 campuses in 1970, while ten
days later none protesied the killings at Black Jackson State in Mississippi,
the protesters of 1977 were wearing bright red T-shirts with white letters:
“Long Llve tisc Splrit of Kent and Jackson State.”

’ B LACK MASSES i'AVE ALWAYS heen the revolutionary
- vanguard, releasing wn avalanche of creative encrgy, 1t was
Black workers forming caucuses whir !ook the lead in fighting for decent
working conditions for all workers. It was £lack youth from preteens through
. college who inspired white youth to joln in protest, All stereatypes of “age”

have been broken down in the very process of revolt, One who had been
a civil rights activist in-the South put it this way: “I was constantly aston-
izhed nt how youth in 6th, 7th and &h grade would not only demonstrate -
and get arrested, hut organize others—aduits as well as kids, You saw kids
as thinkers in the Freedom Schools. This is what we are witnessing again in
Soweto, today.” .

The “new passions and new forces” which Marx first mentloned in his
monumentat work, Capital, are being voncretized by our own age because
they are ceniral to the transformation oi reality—the reality of racism, .
sexism and capitzlizt exploitation today. '

Thus, not a single struggte in the "60s or "0s took place without Black
women in the forefront. It was Rosa Parks, a Black scamstress, who sparked
the whole Black revolt In the South In 1835 by refusing to give up her scat
on the bus to a white men, It was Fannie Lou Hamee who initiated Missis-
sippi Freedom Summer. It was Black women, calling them:elves *Woman
Power Unlimited,” who organized help for jalled Freedom Ridé:in 1806162,
It was Black nurses’ aldes who led thousands into the streets in Charleston,
South Carolina, and Black welfare mothers who organized the Welfare
Right; Organization. Black women led the 1866 Marylzid Freedom Unlon
wwvement, organized the strikes of food-pratessing workers and ereated the
unlons for domeostic workers. .

It is a dimension that crosses gencrations back to U.S. aboliticalsts
Sojourncr Truth and Harriet Tubman, and crosses occans to women like

South Afcican Winnle Mandela, who has been under banning orders in her
Soweto home for all but ninc months of the past 16 ycars—ever since her
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Fannie Lou Hamer Winnie Mondela

husband, ANC leader Nelsen Mandeia, was sentenced to Robben Island for
life after the infamous Rivonia Trial; She ¢nee showed her defiance by
coming inle court dressed in the green, gold and black colors of the
burned ANC, Now she has been banned 1o Brandiorl, a remote Orange Free
State village, under severe restrictions that do not sliow her in the presence
of more than one other pevson at a time, and then only by special permis.
sion. At the close of her latest trial, the Black audience joined her in piving
the clenchedfist Black power salute.l¥

Indeed, it was because women are so vital and integral a dimension of
the mevement to freedom that one young, Black working woman—who fully
appreciated the phenomenal Impael that Alex Haley's Roots had upon whitc
and Black America alike—was led to write, neve ‘theless:

Nover before has the history of Black America had so mueh netice.
For the first time, somcbody has traced our history through six-
fenerations . . . Nobody teading this book'.could miss secing that
Kunta Kinte's Afriean culture was so much richer, more human, mote

15
S5ea A Windaw on Sowele hav Joyce Sikahk (taternalional Del and Ald Fund for South-

e Africa, 1972) pp, 5%.70, far Sikokans’s peronol account of her own 1989.70 detention
ond trigl glong with 21 ather women and men, including Winnie Mondzla,
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civilized, than the white slave socicty into which he was sold. Through

“his eyes, you can see the real continuity between Africa and America,
in the actions and thoughts of people the white man considerced sav-
ages, } .
But as I finished the book, there were still some questions that [
wendered picvtt. Why does Haley present Africa as a peradise, with-
out taking up uny conflicts between Africans themselves? I would like
to know whe helped the white man capiure so many Africars as
staves, We must have had divisions in onr people even then.

I also rould not help noticing how it is always the man, and only,
the mau, who really lights for our freedom in the book. Women are
always in the background, or compromising with the slave owners.
They are shown as though they were not aliowed to make any deci.
sions, or {6 discuss any important issue, even in the section that takes
place in Africa. This is not the true history of our people as I know it.

Swjorrner Truth and Harriet Tubman are not even mentioned, and
neither are any of the other Black women who foupht slavery. If peo-
ple like Alex Haley write about our history, but let that oid stuff
about their attitude to Black women get in the way, we will not only

* never really know our past, but our future. Sometimes he is telling
his own idees of how things should he, instead of the true history of
how we were, . .

A lot of people are saying that Reots shows thal there.is o new
stage of Black consciousness, But that stage can’t stop with just tracing
our ancestry, or the surface consciougness of culture, if that culturc
means that we put down woemen, or pretend that there are no divisions
among us.'$

This constiousness of race and class and sex, of national and interna-
tional, of aetivities for frecdom oand.the idea of freedom, has Lime and
again over the past two decades’ characterized the most revolutionary aspects
of the Black mass movement, It has time and agnin pushed the Black revolt
forward, When ane or another Black leader caught ihis pession and creativ-
ity from below, they have becn ablé to make the tremendous lesp ihat,the
movement itself made, When they have not, the division between masses
and leaders who fatl to the side.or impede the movement has been sharp,
Today there is such a deep schism within the African-American world that
it .will have profound influence on the future development of any move-
racnt for real Black liberation in this country. It Is a schism that has been
with us since the urban revolts, when the Black masses of workers and the
poor of the ghettos took into their own hands and minds the aetlon of self-
liberation, and thus moved beyond the safe limits sct by the middle-class
Blacks aspiring to leadership, : . '

We are poised on the brink of new departures in the Black liberation
movement, American capitalist-imperialism bas been uneble to peint to any
positive direction In these past ten years. To the Black masses this is clear,
even if to many of the Black middle class leadership it is not, The new
departure involves as much Black revolutionary thought as it does Black
revolutionary activity, Indeed the two are inseparable,

The Martiniquean, Flaniz Fanon, was the world revolutionary who de-
veloped this unity of theory and activity most profoundly, and it Is to him
we turn in the context of African, Caribbean, and American Black thought,

16
Tomunie Hope, “Roots: Aftice ond America In making ihe history of freadom,’” Naws &

Lattars, Jan,-Fab,, 1971
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Part Il ,
FRANTZ FANON, WORLD
REVOLUTIONARY

: IT IS NOT ACCIDENTAL that Fanon's thoughts relevant to
the liberation struggles in South Africa, as manifested in, th
; in his Rlack Skin, .

1f-¢onseiisness and,

that there is ap- reciprocity

when the relationship of Master and Sleve hog gho additive .of color, wuite

the contrary, He made that the foundation of revolutionary action, In the
dizlectical relationship between the opprossed and the

oppressed geins the idea of his or her own being—one's own self-conscious-
ness—and the desire of kbeing for self. and not for “other.”

Fanon's philosophy of revolution has assumed the quility of actuality
in the brutal lifeanddeph struggle hetween the Black inasses of South

Afrien and the arrogant while ruling’ class that would, if they could,
reduce Biack humapily to a thing—an object among other objects,

It is not alone that banned copies of The Wretched of the Farth circulate
among the South Afriean youth of Sownto, nor that American intellectuxls
have chosen for their own reasons to present o truncated version of his
thought, that 'makes us relurn {o Frantz Fanon, Rather, it has becn a,
resurgence of the African revolutionary spirit- sin
Porluguese and U.S. imperiati

as past history, but as living activity,

The Black Consciousnoss movement in South Afriea which Steve Biko
headed was powerful because it had re-established self-ginsciousness as a
force of revolution. The jdea that the Black masses have the power to
shake South Africa to ils foundations has become the reality of South Africa,

In his carly work, Black Skin, White Masts, Fanon had grasped that
colonial demination of Third World peoples meant not only evonomic
domination, but also the destruction of the spirit oand the nersondlity of
the oppressed people. In the chapter on "The Negro and Hagel” in Rlack
Skin, White Mazls Taiwn is pi nis exeiting best. What appears at first
glanee o5 a summation of the “Lordship and Bondags" section of Hagel's
Phevomenology, is o vrilliant exposition of the dinlectical inter-reciationship
of the independence and dependence of stlf-consclousness 1o the Black

situation in a racist socicty,
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Here Fanon stresses the phenomenon that the sclf-consciousness of
Blacks has been sublated by oppression and that the other, white oppres-
sors, do not regard Black sclf-constiousness as real, but sec in Black
only their own self-consciousness. As long as Black self-consciousness is
not recophized by the other, “the other will remain the theme of his
[Black] actlions. If there is no reciprocily between {he real self-conscigusness
of Blacks and the other, the circuit is closed and ullimately Blacks are
deprived of being for themselves.

The recognition that Blacks are saddled with a false consciousness of

. s¢lf—or rather iwo consciousnesses of self—is not new. In 1803, W.E.B.

DuBois wrote in The Souls of Black Folk that the American world “vields

him [Blacks] no true self-consciousness, but lets him see himself through
the revelation of tie olher worid.”

Black people, in negating their living for the other, do not simply
substitute while self-consciousness with their own—that is, simply take
the place of the mastzy—but move {from onc way of life to another,
instead of one life-to znother, This was crucial for Fanon, because the
rale of the Black and ¢olonial rownlutions is not a perpetuation af the old
in “Blackface.” but says. “No to the exploitation of man. No to 'the butchery
of what is most human in man: freedom.”? - ‘

The perils of domination are two-fold, striking with erual ferocity at
both the bedy ond the mind of the persecuted und the oppressed. The fact
that Fanon understood this, both subjectively as a Black colonial from
Martinique, and philnsaphically through his, mastery of Hegel's Phenom-

.enology of Mind—cspeclally the section on “Lordship and Tondage”—was
to lay the fonndation fcr a theory of revolutivn, . .

Because Fanon did not state, in so many words, "I reject bourgeols
society,” and because the language is existentialist, Black Skin, White
Masks was treated as if Fanon were a “pupiit” of Sartre, This was 50, not
only at the time of ils publication, 1952, but even as late as his tast work
of genius, The Wretched of the Earth, 1861, in truth, a sharp critique of
Sartre was ln_cluded right in Black Skin, White Masks, in the seetion on
»Orphee Noir," the very preface Sartre had written to introduce the
writings of the Negritude school, Anthologie de la nouvelle potsie négre
et maigache. " - ' oo

In quoting Sartre's analysis of class as the "universal and ahstract”
and race as ‘he “esncrete and particular,” which led Sartre to the con-
clusion that “vegritude appears as the minor term of 2 dialeetical progres-
sion,” Fanon wriies: “Orphée Nsir is a date in the intellectuatization of the
experience cf being black. And Sarire's mistake was not only to seck the
source of the source but in a certain sense to block thet svurce . . . he
was reminding me that my blackness was only a minor term. In all truth,
in all truth I tell you, my shoulders slipped out of the framework of the
world, my feet could no longer fecl the touch of the ground™ (pp. 134, 138).

Nor did Fanon, in that work which was a turning point in his revolu-
tionary sell-development, disregard the class strugele and the werks of
Marx. He chose as the frontisplece to "By Way on canclusion,” the very
last chapter of Black Skin, White Masks, a guole from Ratl Marxs The
Eighteanth Brumaire: ,

“The social ‘revolution . . . cannol draw its pocicy fuii tho pact,
but only from the future. It cannct begin with ftself before it hes

17 .
Fiontz Fanon, Black Skin, White Masks (Grove Prass, Evergreen Black Cot Edition, New

York, 1968}, p. 222,
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stripped itsell of ull its superslilions concerning the past. Earliet
revolutions relied on memories out of world history in order to
‘drug thomselves apainst their own rontent. In order 1o find their
own content, the revolulions of the nincleenth eentury have to et
the dead bury the decd. Belare, the expression excecded the content; .
now. the content cxceeds the expression.”

I HE REVOLUTIONARY HUMANIST spirit that pervades the

whole of the book is seen in Marx's sentenee that had the
grealest impact en Fanon; “In order to find their own content, the revolu-
tions of the nincicenth century. have 1o let the dead bury the dead.” The
expression "let the dead bury the dead” was Hegel's articulation of the
passing of one epoch and the coming into existence of another, For Fanon
and for us today, that new warld was the wrotched of the earth — the Third
World. The transiijon fo Fanon's work Ly the same name (which, after
all, is the very first sentence of “The Inleraational”) took another nine
.years and signalled Fanon's giving up his Fre..a citizpnship and his pro-
fossional post ot the Blida lEospital for Algerian cilizenship ant! revolutionary
action.1® ~ )

The Wretched of the. Eartit was 10 re-create the dialecties of liheration
for the colonial world as it emerged out of the actual struggle af the
Alriczn masses for froedam Fanon naw the double thythm of the colonial
revolutions rellected in both the destriction of the oid-and the bullding
of a totally new sociely, This was a break with ail previous ldeas about
the African llcvolutions_—cspecial]y the idea that the African Revolutions

had to first underge a national bourgeais revalution before they could
go on 1o a soclalist, humanist saciety. ’

It is wilh this erucial situntion facing. the tevolutionary, masscs of
southern Africa and Zimbahwe thot Fanon's philosophy and understanding
‘of the cofonial revolutions assumes a greater concreteness tor ioday than
it may have had 17 years ago. ’ '

Fanon's commitment to the African masses, s the only real force and
reason that could bring about a truc revolutionary change in Africa, was
‘total—and his analysis ¢f African socinly, carried out in the very practice
of revelution, waa n concrele revelation that the African masses wert the
decisive element in African nationalism {hat could both achieve the gouls
of nationalism and move beyond them to international freedom, This con-
cept was grounded in the specific historical existence of the Afriean
masses, wha, out of necessity, demanded the creation of a dinlectic of
liberation.

Sume have Iried to reduce Fanon's creation of a diaiectic of liberation
o his writings on violence. Bul Tanon's conception of violence, within the
context of decolonization, centered around what in the subject's objec-
tivity was more than an expression of allenation, and was, as well; a
pathiway to freedom.

When the Algerians dared to hit cut agninst the barbarism of coloninl
rule. the concept of the superiority of French culture showed ltself to be
u dimenslon of racism by atteibuting the violence to the “innate eriminal-
iy of ihe Norh Africun mind. Fanon showed the concepls of Rlack

18

Soo Fanoa's maving lellel ol tetrignotior from the Blido Hesaltal, “Leller o tha Resigent
Monisler,” reprinted in the posthumeus colleclion of his potitical esways, lotters, and nales on
calonialitm, published by fhe editer undaer the title T Aftitan Revolution (Grove
Preys, New York, 1967): “There comos o time when sllonce becomes dihenesly . .« The
decinlen | havo reathed I3 thot | canno? rentinue tn bear o responsibllity of no maiter what
cost, on the falw pratext that there is nalhing eise to be dong . . -
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Scuth  African revolutionary
leader Nelson Mandela faces
life imprisonment on Robben
Island. Above left, he is shown
as he uppeared before his or-
rest; at right, he sews clothes
at Robban Island prison.

alienation, of vielence, and of emancipation, to be histdrlcally determined
+ phenemena. ’

Not only that. Violence was not just having arms. Fanon took issue
with what he thought Engels was saying on the theary of violence in
Anti-Diihring, when Engels stressed that everything “depends on produc- -
tion.” To Fanon, this seunded Jike “the leaders of reform . .. saying'. . -
"With what are you going to fight the sottlers? With your knives?™

Fanon's contention was that at no time can violence be separated from
ideology and that, in fact, revolutionary ideolegy is the greatest power,
He then put the relationship of ideology to viclence in lts true historie
context: : N

“1t so happens that the liberation of colonizl countries throws
new light on the subject. Tor example, we have seen that during
the Spanish campoign, which was a very genulne colonial war,
Napoleon, In spite of an army which reached in the offensives of
the Spring of 1810 the huge figure of 400,000 men, was forced to
rolreat. Yel the French army made the whole of Eurofe tremble by
jts weapons of war . . . Face lo face witi: the enormous potentinls
of the Naj-leonle troops, the Spaniards, inspired by an unshakeable
national ardour, rediscovered the famous methods of guerrilla war-
fare, which, 25 years before, the Amcricon militia had tried out
on the English forces.'™® :

: Clearly, the violence that has a woathartic effect’—which the Amer-
ican New Lefi 39k fo mean vialence, in and for itself—meant, to Fenon,
the liberation struggle that is permented with a philasophy of Hberaiion.

The South African resistance movement, loo..,'nnd to denl with the

19
frantz Fanse, The Wiatched of the Tarth {Grove Press, Lvi green flack Cot Editien, Maw

York, 1988}, p. 64,
3 5335




charge of violence, especially the leaders of a new organization, Umkonto
We Sizwe (The Spear of the Nation), a new manifestation of Black nation-
alism which appeared in 1961, Here is how one jeader, Nelson Mandela,
responded at the Rivomia Trial, April 20, 1964:

«1 admit. immediately, that I was onc of the persens who helped to
form Umkonto Wwé Sizwe, and that { played a praminent role in its .
affairs until I was arrested in August 19482 , . . But the violence which
we chose to-adopt was not terrorism . . . 1 was the Secrctary of the
Conference and undetlook to be responsible for ‘organizing the national
stay-at-home which was subsequently calied to coineide with the declara-
tion of the Republic . . . The African nationalism for which the ANC
slands is the concept of frecdom and tullillment for the African people
in their own Jand."™# ‘ . :

lN EVERY CASE, it was 3 question of the relnlio::ship of
masses in revolt against armed oppressots, and not. the sim-
plistic question of +yiolence™ V5. “non-violence.”

History, to Fanon, was not just past events but history-inthe-making
by live men and women, peasant masses most of -all. This activist-thinker,
wag, however, not just an Algerian revolutionary, but involved in all of
Black Africa. Here. too. he was not uncritical. At one and the same time,
he enthusiastically groeted cach Africon revolution as it won indcpendence
from imperialism, and eriticized the separation of leaders from imasses
after indcpendence was won. Thus, he was to W . “History teaches us
clearly that the battle against coloninlism does not run slraight away
along the lines of nationulism . . . It 50 happens that the unpreparedness
of the educaied classes, the tack of practical links beiween them and the
mass of the people, their laziness, and Jei it be said, their cowardice at
the decisive moment, of the struggle, will give rise o tragic mishaps”
(p. 14B). ' :

Nothiug, however, was 1o stem his over-riding conéern—a global con-
cern—for fighting imperialism. This is what permeated his work s an
editor of the newspapet El Moudjnhid, and his whole life- in the years
* 1956 to 1961, when leukemin struck him down at the age of 36. Becouse
he did have a g'nbal vision, he placed the African ruveolutions in the cone
text of his view of world revelution and the urgent nheed 1o creale a
totally -new kind of society. And yet what was to perome a view of world
11 as the wanifesto of the Third World was so concrete

worries of new fragmentations, Who today docsn't recoghize

the pertinence of Fanon's warning that "what must be avptded is the Ghana-
Sencpal tension, the somalia-Ethiopla, the Morocco-Mauritania, the Congo-
Conga lensions . . *» Here is how Fanon eontinued: .

win reality the colonized states that have reached independence by
the political path secm te have no other concern than to find themselves
a tenl battle fiedd wilh wounds and destruction. 1t §s elear, however, thal
this psychological explanation, which apscais to @ hypothetical need for
releuse of pentup Appressiveness, dues not salisfy us. We must once
apain come pock bir the Murxie tormula. The triumphant middle classes
are the most Impeiuous the most enterprising, the most anpexationisi
in the world (nut for nothing did the French bourgeolsic of 1789 put
Europe Lo fire and sword,)"?!

0
From The Sun Wil Rhe, cdiied by Mary Denson finternahonal Defens and A Furd lor
6 juthein Atnca, 1976h,

21
From notes of Fanon's, 1940, weluded 10 Toward thu Alrlcan Revolution, n. 187,
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Fanon's final decision—and only in part was it due to his terminal
illness—uwas not to write he book he had planned on the Algerian Revelu-
tion, nor even lo extend it only o Alrican Hevolutions, but to develop a
world view of masses in motion, uprooting the old order as they crealed
totally new human relations, He called it The Wretched of The Earth,

I HE MAIN FOCUS of The Wretched of the Earth is in three

chapters dealing with “Spontaneity,” yatlonal Conscious
ness,” and “Nationzi Culture.” In these chapters Fanon is not speaking as a
psychiatrist, nor as an angry prophet demanding retribution in blood for
wrongs done, but as an activist-thinker acutely aware that in the historica!
process of revolution there exists simultanceusly both revoiution “and
counter- revelution,

The chapter on “Spentaneity: Iis Strength and Weakness” analyzes
the caonflict thal exists between the.self-uctivity of the colonial masses,
who would desirey colonialism root and branch, and the symbintic relation-
ship between the national bourgeoisic and the colonial power. This is a
great centribution to revelutionary theu.y, and it also represenis what is
profoundly new in Fanon's ideas that separales him from all the othet
theorists of the African revolutions, The recognition of this conflict between
the leadership and the peasant masses ef Africs is not presented as an
abslraction, but is directly related to Black 1eadership, 1o revelutionary
national leadership, to Black culture. *

Fanon puints cut thal there exists a time lag, » differcnce of rhythm,
belween the nalional party and the masses of ‘people. The rank and file
demand a total Imp.ovement of theiv fot, while the lendetship - seeks to
limit and te restrain, This is why the rank and file fee! so cheated after a
prolonged struggle which has been declared victorious by the leaders.

Yiere is o built-in conservatism both within the elitisi native intellect-
ual cluss and the organizationn) forms that this class builds within the
colony to mobilize and bring pressures on ‘the colonial administration.
The clitist intellectual leadership class, In spite of their conflicts wilh the
while colonial administration, is a privileged scctlon within calonialism.

The organizations that the elite build to combat coloninlism — the
national party, the trade union, ete—are. copics of European jnstitutions
which are unrelated to the struggle for freedom In the African colonies.
Yot, "the elite will attach a fundamental importance to organization, so
much so that the fetish of organization will often take precedence over a
reasoned study of colonial soclely, The notion of the party Is a notion
impurted from the mother country” (p. 108).

The Importation ond the mechanical opplication of the Europesn
vanguard type of political party 1o @ colonial politieal situation, for
Fanon, was a serlous challenge to the success of the colonial revolution.
To him, it meant that the elite national leadership was completely unaware
of the indlgenous organizationz] forms that the colonial masses had devel-
oped in the course of the long struggle aguinst their colonial masters.
Not only were ihe lcaders not aware of these indigenous orgoanizations,
they were even too lazy and Indifferent to' find out about them. They
slmply brought in the Buropenn pelitieal party and nrocseded (o foeus
their organizing work solely around the skilled workers ond ¢lvil servants
in the cities—a tiny portivn of the colenial population.

This type of organizational aititude on the part of the natlonal leader:
ship was politicelly retrogressive and Fonon opposed If vigorously for

vbvious and concrele reasons.
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The realily of the colunizl world is that the overwhelming element
in the populalior: is poor peasanls who are brutally exploited, miserably
treated and starved by colonialism, which at the same time robs them of
their homeland. And, of all the classes in the colonial world, it is the poor
peasants who stand in dircet confrontation to the government and the
witile ruling class. Each day, every member.of the poor peasanlry has to
struggle to survive amd fight in order to retain a scrap of humanity.
Ton, on numerous occasions the peasants have rebelled against their
wnlonial masters and suffered gricvously for failure at the hands of the
. colonial police and the military.

Ta Fanon. a disregard for the Black peasant masses, the only class
in the colonies which kept the national conseiousness alive by direct
opposition (v coloniul exploitation, was tantameunt lo turning one’s brck
on the revelution, -

If the natienal party did pay allenticn to the colonial masses, they
saw tirem as "blind inert {actical foree: brute force, as il were" (p. 123),
around which the National Farties tried' to erect an apriori program. This
attilude of the national party, the elile Ieadership, 1o the peasant masses,
Fanon reasoncd, Is due (o the dunl nature of both the parly form and the
leadership, where “the will to break colonialism is linked to another quite
differeqt wil}; that of coming o a friendly agreement with i1 (p. 124),

The new nations! bourpeoisic does not end its .conneetion with colo-
nialism ence independence is gained, The national middle class docs not
repudiate its own nature, Insofar as it {s bourgeois, that is. insofar as it is
a tool of capitalism, nor docs it make itself the willing tool of that revolu-
tionary capital which is the peaple. The bourgeoisie of ihe ex-coleny is
weak and dependent upon world capitalism and because it has no link
with the masses, it connot ihrow off its colonis! past, and, to hide its
weakness, it commits all sorts of chauvinistie acts'and futile militant
gestures. When it nationalizes, or “Africanizes”, institutions, Fanon says,
it does so in the interest of its own privileges and not in the interest of
the masses. Fanon critlcizes this type of nationalization because it ends
in rigid stele control of consumer goods by the civil servants, There fs
praise for the leaders everywhere, bul there Is also widespread discontent
among the masses: “The party, instead of welcoming . . . the free flow
of ideas from the people up to the government, forms a screen, und forbids
such Ideas” (p. 183). B

Never could what Fanon was talking about be better understood than

now, Here is how one West Africon describes the situmtion -in Nigeria
today: .
One thing thotl has been lacking In ajl the Merature on Africa
Is the sense of a closs consciousness, One tolks of “Africans”. Nobody
tatks of Chiang Kaishek and Mao Tsetung in the same breath, but
somehow that sort of distinction is always nissing in an analysis of
Africa. Nigerio deserves emphasis on sceount of its sheer size: one
aut of every four Africans is a Nigerion and so, in that respect,
what goes on in Nigeria Is of tremendous importance to what
hoppens in other parts of Africa. )

The Nigerian press jusi says there has been a demonsiraiion in
South Afrien and so many people were killed. There Is never any
meatlen of what ihoy are protesting about. The Nigerian government
does not want, ony aspect of a movement of o people against a
ruling clnss brought up becouse it eonldn't stand much scrutiny.

Someone wrole a letter to a Nigerlan newspaper and said,
“What is all this sbout Sauth Africa? I live In o slum and I work
In the reserve arca. I work, and then I go back to the slum, So I
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don't want to hear any morc about South Africa’” At {first sight
that might look like a very reactionary view, but it docs reflect
why the sovernment is refuelant to have people report in depth on
what is going on in South Africa, They would preler people to
think it is Blacks wanting i1o get rid of whites. And in Nigeria,
we don't have that preblem, do we? Beeause we bave n Black ruling
. class; so—problem solved.

At the very height of the Plack struggles in Southern Africa,
Nigeria hosted a Festival of Arts and Cuiture ({FESTAC). It was
supposedly a geltogether of Africans to assert their identity. Millions
were spent o Jet Westerners know we have a cilture, A front page
editorial in the povernment-owned Daily Times exclaimed, “What a
brilliant spectacle it turnéd out to be!” Bul'a woman writer, Bisi
Adabiyi, presented 3 much different view on the inside pages, In
her eolumn, *Woman's Angle,” she wrole: .

[

~ Jusl how liberated Is the African woman? This was the crucial
guestion before the celebrated FESTAC colloguium last week. But
nobody ectred te answer it. Perhups because it has hauntad the
African mer. like the ghost of fan Smith or John Vorsier haunts
all of us ... ' )

The point ralsed before the conference of eminent. scholars was
a recommendalion thai read: “Emphasis must be given to women's
education by according them equal opporlunity in schools and
colleges ns n process of liberating them and enabling them to play
equa! roles as thefr male counterparts.” One after the other, tho
gentleinen of the colloquium raised hell over their bug-bear. “The
word ‘liberating’ must be deleted from the recommendation,” they
roared, “The question of liberating the African woman simply doces
rot arise becavse there's nothing lo Jiberate her from.”

‘ There were very few women delegates . ., Jf we can find large
contingents of women on the stage of the National Arls Theatre
wr'ggling their feminine buttocks to feed the lustful eyos of men,
what more do we want, to claim full participation in FESTAC?

_ Barely lwo months before FESTAC, some of us were shouting
ourselves hoarse for women in the northern states of Nigeria to
have something ‘as basic as the right lo vote, They've now got it.
Milllons of women remain tucked away in the ropressive culture of
purdah . . . And in the southern states, which ¢laim to be belter
atdvanced, women in the rural arcas continue to languish in a cullure
which survives on the economic contributions of the women — their
agriceltural roles — but makes the -more sophisticated agricultural
Lools availuble only to the men. : )

For the rural woman, the prospeets are still the slow death
from digeass and unabuted pregnancies, Watch her as she trudges
home from e farm — a heavy sack on her head, o buby on her
back and n “bundie of joy” in her stomach, snd you'll see how
much the African woman can be liberated from.

.

There are classes in Africa. And events In Africa will continue
to cohfuse, to befuddlc, unless we face the fact that there are peopic
in whose Intereit it is that ihings remaoin just ns they are . . . At
the moment there is 3 new Constitutloh being debated in Nigeria.
And right there n the Constitution it says Nigerla is made up of s0
many tribes! There is a class in Afriea in whose interest it is that
there should be tribes. What the masses of Nigerlans are tatking
aboul lins absolutely nothing whatever to do wilh tribes, They are
talking about bread and butter issues. They arc talking about In-
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Angolon women : R
played a key role Education in the field in Mozombique
in the battle for na- went hand in hond with the struggle for
tional liberation. notional liberation,

“flation, which in Nigeria is running at sbout 40 percent. And there
is an enormous gap in wages. So you realiy -eap’t fool the people
who are being oppressed about whelher you have a new society.
It is the intellectuals who get fooled . . .

What we have happening in Africa now is that there are
changes coming from below. 11's been a long time since imperialism
was overthrown. Very soon it will he 20 years since Nigeria got
independence, so the argument that we are being held back by the
foreieners wil soon start to make no impression on the people.
I think we are entering the period where what will happen in Africa
next will be mass- and class-orienied, Maybe the revolution reodle
have been talking about will actually begin to happen.

‘FANON'S DEVELOPMENT as a revolutionary thinker wus part
of o triangular relationship of Africa, the Caribbezn and
-France, which presented him with such deep contradictions at every level
of human relations that he confronted the limitations of o merely psychi-
atric interpretation of subjectivity, He thus began his search for a philos-
" ophy of human liberation-that could match the total transformation of
socioty occurring in the Third World. .

In the chapler on the “Pitfalls of Nationa) Cunsciousness" in The
Wretched of the Earth, Fanon states: “The parly leaders behave like
common sergeant-majors, frequently reminding the people of the nced
for ‘silence in the ranks.' This party that used to call itsolf the servant of
- . . the people’s will, as soon as the coloniaj power puts the countey into
“its control, hastens to send the people back to thelr caves” (p. 183). Fanonm
hastens to soy that this “treason” js social, rather than individunl.

Although Fanon paints a piciute of ihe deerepit notionni bourgeois
party in ex-colonial countries, he was not pessimistie about the future of
the African Revolutions. There must be a theory of revolution wedded to
the mass siruggles for freedom and above all, the Black masses must not
be considered as muscle only, but as human beings with ideas.

Fanon's anzlysis of the “Nationnlist Consclousness™ was a concrete
breakthrough on the retrogressive role of so-called vanguard leadership
In otr age, a scathing critique not only of African, but also of European

clitism.
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He first reminded the Europeans that “not long ago Nazism irans-
formed Lthe whole of Eurcpe inte a veritable colony” {p. 101). He then
showed that the itwo greatest events in 1856-67 were wpBudapest and Sue”;
in the case nf the first, it was a Humanist liberation struggle azainst total
Harian Cummunism. and in the second, the Third World oppaosition 1o
Western imperialism.

Fanon made clear ihe necessity net to mimic Europe: «Today we are
present at the stasis of Eurape. Comrades, let us fleo from this motionless
movement where gradually dialectic is changing into the logic of cquilib-
rium. Let us reconsider the question of mankind” (p. 314). .

By relating his analysis to the first wave of revolutions in Africa,
Fanon has shown that any leadership that does not spring out of, and retain
dependence  upon, the self-activity and the self-development of mass
giclivitics for treedom, will ultimately find dependency upon neo-colonial-
ism. : :

When Fanon asked his African comrades to turn their backs on
Europe, e did not have alone the subject of racism in his mind, He
wanted them to flee from :ihe “motionless movement of Europe whete
aradually dialectles is changing into the logic of equilibrium" — where
the static forms of party. unions, laws and culture, coneeal the Lruc condi-
tion of men and womehn and attempt to stultify the self-development of _
tumanity. “This new humanity cannot do otherwise than define a new
pumanism both for itself and for others . .. National consciousness, which
is not nationalism, is the only.thing that will give us an international
dimension . . . For Euvope, for ourselves, and {or humanity, comrades . . ,
we must work out new concepls, and try lo set afoot a new man™ (PP. 246-7,
316). :

Fanon's internationalism is not just rhetoric or an atlempt to avoid

« the wuestion of racism. We must realize that Western jmperialism has

taken all from Africa, and given back nothing. African nations are still -
producers of ravw material for the world market. . .

The third crucial chapter in The Wretched of the Earth is cn «Nalional
Culture.”” Why was Fanon 50 concerned with “National Culture”? After
all, culture is a natural thing; people live within a culture and they
build a culture out of various means and under different conditions. We
recognize this universal aspeet of culture, but it was not so universally
recognized thal under cnlunialismathc"cullurus of the colonial ‘peoples
are suppressed gultures, like the colonized people themselves, And, that
o forcign culture has been imposed in the place of their former indigenous
culture, 1tis in the relationship betwgen these two cultures that- Fanon
was secking ' vevelutionary’ development.

African Intellectuals, particulorly - those of Senegal, developed the
theory of «Negritude™ 0s an answer to the European contention that the
Black world had ne culture, They did a great deal of {ntellectunl work in
re-discovering Africa's rich cultural heritage, They also organized societies
and set out with great creative cnergy (o oducate European intelleetunls
about African arl, Alrican music, African dance, and above all the
Afsican's humanity. - .

HOWE\'ER. IN THE HARSH reality of the colonial world, not
only is this not enough, but the eaders of what was once
revolutivnary Negritude, like Senghor, are actually carrying out the Fran-
cuphile imperinlist polley. So thoroughly disgusted was Fanon with the
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Ezekiel
Mphahlele

feaders in power who had been creators of the Negritude theory, that he
tuened in utter indignation against the very closest comrade, the greatest
pael, the one from whom he learned both revolutionary Negritude and
nationalist struggle, Almé Cdsaire, ‘when ke hecame mayor and welcomed
the Gautlist, Malraux, to Marlinique in 1858, '

 To Fanu.:. eulturs: without revolution lacks subsiance. He maintained
that culture must not be metre “folklore” of an “abstract populism”, but
something that had to validate itself through the strungle for frecdom,

Bringing to life the culture of an oppressed peeple is not just a
question of harking back to history. but lles in grasying the realily of
where that culture is today. If people are oppressed and impoverished,
their culture, suffers inhibition and lack of ereativity. Only through the
struggle for freedom will that cultural resurgence take on meaningful
substance. '

Ezckicl Mphahlele is quite eloguent on this point, and, in praise of
the American Blacks, he reminds us that it is not our “Negritude” that
will be brought to account during our struggles. but our “mastery of the
techniques for bringing.down the white power structure that will count.
And, T insist, that this very struggle defines a culture , , . Culture and
political struggles define rach other, and feed on cach other, all the way.,"#

The question of culture, when it is the culture of revelution, is
multi-dimensional; and sometimes what appears the least important be-
comes the most important. This became especlally true during the Sowele
rovolt, when, seemingly out of nowhere, it became bmown that not only
were copies of Fanon's The Wretched of the Earth circointing among the
youth, hut so were works by Martin Luther King, Jr., and Maleolm X,

As Sikose Mji, a 21.yearold South African woman, who was a member
of the Black Consciousness movement and participated in the Soweto
demonsirations, put it: “We no longer fecl isolated. As students we read
a Iat, sven hooks which are banned. 1 den’t know how students get these
books, but we certainly have a loi, which we pass on 1o cach other, As g
resull, we are more and more aware that other people are struggling too,
ond that other people are with us, and we with them."2

22
From the Introduction 5. the 1971 Amcrican edition of Down Second Avanua {Doubleday,
Garden City, New Yors, 1971},

Fiom on interview published n Southern Africo, Dec. 1974, _r-,,a 4.(,




In a werd, it s nol that there would have been no Sowetn if they
had mot read Fanen, King and Malcolm X. It ir that their not feeling
isolated meant that the very ideas and revolts “hat they were engaged
in were evidently revolts and ideas that othors woeee part of. We have
seen that to be true in every country of the world, whather it be US.A.,
Russia, China¥ or elsewhere.,

) it is a two-way road. The internationalism of the struggle in the. U.S.
certainly deepened wiih the struggles in South Africa and the Caribbean,
and with the theught of Franlz Fanon.

24 y

See Suxism, Polities end Revolution in Muo’s Chine. by Roya Dunoyevskaya (Wemen's Libarg-
tion, News and Letters, Detroit, 1977), especially the interview with the Chinese refugee i -
Hong Kong, who spea’s of the frustrolisn and onger cf the Chinese students at Peking
University ‘when wuniversity - aHicials blocked their attempts 1o socighze with the Alricon
students and feorn from therm obaut the Africon revoluticns, - -

Huge crowd in Algeria welcomss released political prisoners on
the eve of winning independence from French colonialism in 1962,
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Lotino students and commun

ity residents march through the
streei: of the South Bronx in New York in 1978, showing support

for the takeover of Hostos Cammunity College and demanding
the City halt education cutbacks. \
40 5 3 4 1




Part IV
AMERICAN BLACK THOUGHT

RANTZ FANON'S unflinching hostility to imperialism, espe-

cially the glohal temtacle: of the 11.S, didn't siop him from
reccagnizing the othter America. In Black Skin, White Masks, he credited the
Black American with being the most militant, and in The Wretched of the
Earth, as we saw, he credited the American yeoman farmers with having
been the first guerrillas in their struggles against British colonialism, Whe-
ther or not Frantz Fanon also knew that the concepts of hoth nationalism
and Negritude had their predecessors in the 191h cl:nlury's two-way road
between American and African Black thought, the point is that the great
affinity of Ideas does not come from who was “first,” but from the masses

- in motion,

It is masses in motion which produced a triangular relationship of ideas
among Caribbean, African and U, 8. Blacks, and which ereated the first Anti-
Imperialist League in direet. opposition to America's plunge inlo imperialism
with the Spanish-American War, The News & Lelters publication, Americas
Civilization on Trial; Black Masses as Vanguard, sums this up precise.y:

“The ‘psycholegy of Jitm Crowism' is itself the result, not the cause, of
monopoly capital extending iis tentacles into the Caribbean and the Pacific
as it became transformed into imperialism, with the Spanish-American War

. It was long building up. Latin America had known, ever sinee 1820, that
while the Monroe Doctrine coculd protect it from European invasion, there
was no such protection from American aggression for whu-h the Doctrine
was designed,’?%

The ecarly Nyasaland revolt and Black Amuncas rclnl!unship 1o it are
detailed in Independent African; * ., . in 1890 Lhe Afro-American Couneil
. . . demanded an end e lynching and the enforcenment of the 14th and
15th Ameéndments, This. was the year of the Spanish-American War which
gave the United States the Philippines; and DuBbis and other Negro intel-
lectuals, together with a large section of the Ncgro prcss, actively supported
thL recently formed Anti-Imperialist Ledgue , , , "2 :

W. E. B. DuBuois, alone, was prescient echough to draw from this horrid
imperinlist reality the generalizalion that the 20th century would be the
century of color. It Is true that this remark. of genius wes unforiunately
burdened by his other theory that cach nation had a “talented tenth” and
it was this Negro talented tenth that would bring liberation, It is this other-
thesis that blinded him entirely to the greatness of Marcus Garvey in inspir.
ing no less than six million American Blacks to join the Garvey movement.
Indeed, DuBois was so ashamed of Garvey's superficlal trappings that he did
nol sce the movement's revolutionary nationalist substance; he jolned with
those Black intelleciuals who asked for (‘nrvcy s deportation,

This dld not stop other Black Americans {and West indians snd South
Africans) {rotn not only secing the revolutionary nature of Garvey's move-
rent, but aligning with the greatest revolution in world ilstory—the Russian
ncvolutlon—nncl its thought, At a Black-Red Confercnce in Deireit in 1968,
a young Black worker, in discussing the gull between masses and intellec-
‘tuals in our day, said:

Kaullun"clvlllnﬂuu on Trlal: Slock Mases as vanguerd (News & Letters, Detrost, 198],
1970, p 16.

This quoloten irem an_arlizle by Gaoras P. Marks I3 cited in hdnrndlnl Afrlcon by
George Shepperson nnd Thomos Prce {University Press, Edinburgh, S<ot 1958}, p, 101,
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Amy Garvey Claude McKay

“Back in 1020, when nationalism among Black people first took ite
roots, the U5, government tried to suppress thé jmupugauen ef radical
ideas that the Russian Revelution, which had just faken place three years
before, in 1917, had Instilled in Black peeple in this country, But small

- groups of Black radicals retalisted to the government's attack by publishing
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the fact that socialism stood for Black emancipation and that the reformers
in America couldn't do anything to belter the conditions of Black prople,
In the words of Claude McKay, a great Black poet of that time, ‘I think that
Afro-Aw:;.cans have found that Marx had been interested and fought vali-
antly f.r Black emancipation’ . . . That didn’t stup him from criticizing the
vnderlying prejudices of white Communists in America and telling about it
to the Communist Internaticnal, The Black struggle in America was impor-
tant to Lenin. The wotd ‘nation' didn't mean just a national group or a
country that was being oppressed. It also included minority groups within a
given nation, He said it wasn't enough to he for a revolution, you have to
support national struggles that develoyed along the lines of independent
mass activity . . ‘The question is, can a genuine Marxism as practiced by
hoth Marx and Lenin in their time, be #pplied to our day?"¥

B LACK THOUGHT, in post-World War [, U.S.A,, disclosed many

tendencies—from A. Philip Randolph, who both edited the
Messenger and organized \he Pullman workers; through the Havlem Renais
sance, which, though it maintained a division between intellectuals and

" workers, did, nevertheless, develop Black consciousness; to, at onc iand the
:;Imc time, the massive Garvéy movement and the cmergencé of Black
Marxists.

As in every rcvulutioﬁary period, new forces arose. In 1825, long be:
fore the Women's Liberation Movement of cur day raised the challenge to
male leadership, Amy Garvey hurled this at the Black Ieadership:

“A race must be saved, a couniry must be redeemed. And unless you
strengthen the leadership of vaciliating Negro men we will remain marking
tima. We are tired of hearing Negro men say that a better day is coming
while they do nothing 1o usher in the day, We are becoming so impatient
that we are getting in the front ranks and serve notice on the world that we
wiil brush aslde the halting, cowurdly Negro men, and with prayer on our
lips and arms prepared for any fray, we will press on and an untit victory
is ours. Mr. Black Man, watch your step . . . Strengthen your shaking knees
and move forward or we will displace you."s8 . !

: It I3 true that at the next great divide also—the Depression and the
creation of the ClIO=W. E. B, Duliois kept himself far away from labor.
Bul he continued his profound scholarship. To this day, his Black Recon-
struction is the only true history of the Recenstruclion peried ang the great
contributions of the freed Neyroes following the Civil War®

It is enly in our age, especially in 1853 with the emergence uof the
Monlgomery Bus Boycott, that o leader nrose thal at least recognized that
it was not he who created the movement, but the movement that created
hinz. Martin Luther King, Jr. became the most prominent leader to srticulate
und to sense the power that resided in Black mass aelion In breaking down

27 .

Roymond McKay, in A Report on the Block.Red Conference, Betroit, Mith, = Jan, 12, 1969
(News & Lellers, Detroil, $969). See olio Claude McKay's speech ol the Fourth Congress
of the Commurwst Intetnational, 1922, quated in American Clvilizatien on Trist, p. 21,

From ths Editoriol in Negre Wald, Ocll. 24, 1925, reptinted in Black Woman in White
;awtltﬂl A Dacumentary History, odited by Gerdu Lernet (Rondam House, New York, 1972).

The ireny is that, by 1944, 1ne Black intelleclunly’ anatyses oi wini wdk the truth of both
the Black conditicn ond Black Ihought was subordinated to the anuly$is cipoused by Gunnor
Mytsal, the Swedih sociologist, in hiv Amarltan Dilemma.- All one has to do to see the
dopth of Blagk thrught and the shatlowngss oi whito inteltectugl thought is 1o examing Iha
actual wohings by BuBois, Bunche, ond Redding, depouited with the Schomburg Callaction,
and compore them with the “Methodalogical Note on Valuations and Beliefs’’ ihnt Myrdal
const-Lled, See als Rayo Dunoyovskaya's critique, "MF'O Inteltectuals in Diternima,™
written 10 1944 gnd repninted in Hews & Lettars, Feb, 196
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Black youth aemanding equality in Birminghom, Aiabama, with-
stand full force of fire hoses turned on them during demonstro-
tions in 1963, ‘ . ‘

the walls of setregation and diserimination, The fundawental separation
between King and the older Civil Rights organizations wus just this recogni:
tion of masses in action as power, It was this and nol the discovery of a
»new and powerful weapon, non-violent resistance” that made him a leader.

“The older-Civil Rights organizations, like the NAACP and the Urban
League, had beeome highly specialized organizations with highly skilled
slaffs concentrating their efforls in the courts and lobbying in Congress to
atlain betier treatment for Black people, The testriclive nalure of the
operation of these organizations didn't allow for nny mass parilecipation or
ereativity in the strugples for liberation, In contrast to the “elub character”
of the NAACP, King could write in 1956 of how 42,000 Black people in the-
0ld Seuth organized a strike, the Montgomery Bus Boycott, ngainst segre-
galed buses and ushered in the Black Revolution of the 1960s.

King dealt with the efficacy of non-violent resistance as his main thome.
el listen to whal one Civil Rights activist, who had put his life on the line
in the 1960s, said:

wihe thousands that were in the streets in Birmingham creaied a
confrontation that meunt hattle ‘{o the death hetween two ubsolutely
oppusing ways of Jiving and thinking. Yes, they wanted to kill us. And
nonviolence is 2 myth, How the hell do they think we survived in the
ciring nf Freadam Houeae zestiored zcrcss tho eabive Soulli, ofton with
onc ficld worker 40 or 50 miles from another? We were armed, Or the
people in whose homes we stayed were, And when the KKK came around
and shot jnta the house at night, we shot back at thelr ears. Even when it

wasn't a question of shooting back, either beeouse you had no gun or because
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of *orders,” you knew that the opening of the freedom campaign in a lown
meant a dectaration of war witk its racist rulers.”

But King did know how 1o listen 1o the voices from below and ther»fore
was able to represent them in o boycott that lasted 382 long days, during
whicrh the movement was in mass assembly three times a week, daily
nrganized its own transperlation, amd moved from a struggle against segre-
dated buses to a demand for hiring Black bus drivers — and won on bath
counls,

Over the next decade. King was actively involved throughout the South.
He alse tried to give philosophical expression to the struggle against
seeregation, In his famous “Letier from a Birmingham Jail” to the while
clergymen who objected to “illegal acts,” King wrole: “We shouid never
forgel that everything Adoll Hitler did in Germany was ‘legal’ and every-
thing .he Hungarian freedom fighiers did in Hungary was 'illegal'” “Seg-
regation, to use the terminology of the Jewish philosopher Martin Buber.
substitutes an *I-it* pelationship for the ‘I-thou’ relnlionsh:p and ends -
up relegating persens to the status of things.” .

King's “Letter from n Birmingham Jail” certainly represented his high
point in the first phase of the Civil Rights Movement. He had caught the
mass scell-aclivity, the masses’ determination to be free, as the key lo
overcoming segregation, It was not the legalisms of segregaticon and deseg-
regalion, hut masses as Reason, that would establish something entirely new.

WHE'\' THE STRUGGLE moved 10 the North, tte civil dis

) ohedience toclies for a unch counisi wis not the issue.
The right to shop and eat was not the question, bul the right to a job. Tt
wits then that the Black papulativn moved to expand their strupgle teyond
civiL disobedience with Watts 1965, followed by Newurk, DBulfalo, Allanta,
Chicago and many others over the hot summers, any finally Detroit, ]967
King did not knuw how 1o respond to those volces,

Flames engulf Black ghetto during 1967 Detroit rebellion, where‘
a new historic stage wos reached.




The challenge was not alone 1o “whitey,” but te Black leadership,
Black thought, to reorganize itself and face what the Black musses were
acling out — that this sysiem had lo be destroyed, root and branch. It
was during this pericd that King's separation from the mass movement was
most pronounced, Where the Black masses had accepledd non vialence as
a lactic on thoir way to total liberation, they — hecause the issue way total
liberation, nut nen.violence vs. violence - were willing to risk all in taking
their struggle in a new direetion.

Two develop.nents wedded King back to the movement — the Vietnam
War and the emergence of labor, Black labor. The Vietnam War was 2 testing
ground for many, For white youth, it meant the mass aclivity against U.S.
imperialism for a full generation. But it was mass aclivity whose radical .
seeds were planted in the Civil Rights Movement of the carly 1960s. When
Viclnam became “the question,” many white radieals dropped completely
out of the Civil Rights Mavement to be where they felt “the aclion” was.
As o result, some of the Black-white unity so necessary for a radical
transformation -of this sociely was lost Ly the easual way so many white
radicals dropped out of the Black struggle. The lack of white student
response o the killings at all'Black Jackson Stale right after the mass
oulpouring against Nixon's bombing of Cambodia and the killings of pro-
lesting students at Kent State University was a most conerete mantfesiation
of this separation. : '

The Black youth on the other hand did not make & separation hetween
Black liberation and anti-war. Their answor was articulated by Carmmichacl's
“Hell no! We won't go!” And at the same tme they continued the question
of Black power in all phases of their lives — from the eampus, to jobs, to
those urban revolts,

For King, teo, Vietnam became 5 test, one in"=hich he spoke out against
the war and thus articulated whal.the Black masses wern dolng — our
liheration fight is at*home, not wilh American imperiatism abread. .

Black laber was also on the move, The particular here for King was
the sanitation workers on strike in Memphis, King chose to align with their
struggle. At the same time, he was planning a march of all the poor, cm-
played and unemployed, Black, Brown, Natlve American and white — the
Poor Peoples' Marek — which would as well coincide with the anti-Vietnam
War protests. It was at this point that an Aprit 4,-1968, he was guuned dotwn,

1968 was n wrning point in more than the Clvil Rights movement, or
the wrti-victsan War movement. The murder of Rev. King was tragedy
ene ch, and yet we seemed still to be at the helght of the moverent both
nntienally and internationsily. The globol highpoint, after all, was Paris,
Moy 068, It was flrs then thot a great youth movement guined the
suppart of no less than ten milllon workers, and made everyone think that
we would finatly both stop the Vietnam War and end the whole capitalistic,
racist, sexist, imperialisl system,

It is true that 1968 so shook the system {0 ils foundations that the
capitalists have never forgolten If, to this day. But the truth is that the
lesson for the movement was that activism, actlvism, activism, while leaving
theory to be eaught “en route,” slmely wil nat do. 10 is this recognition
that thers must somehow be 0 new reletionship of theory to practice that
characterizes the 19703, but gives the rulers and thelr ideotogues the illusion
of qulescence, It 1s within this context that we need to take a second loak
at the new young Black leaders who arose in the 1980s and ask why, though
not hound by any theory of non-vielence, they did not achicve ohy motre,
and were further removed from the masses than King was.
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Malcelm X

For one thing. they had no respect for the masses, Stokely Carmichael,
when he ralsed the slogan “Black Power,"” was responding o a new stage
in mass consciousness. But both Carmichael and SNCC were Lo remaln elitist
in their relationship to the Black masses, SNCC never became more than an
urganizaiion of organizers, N

Secondly, though ihe new young leaders considered themselves more
internationalist thon King, the truth is that it was the Montgomory Bus
Baycott which found an immediate, intense response with Black South
Africans, who launched a bus boyeolt of their own, On the eher hand, the
most well-known young leaders were cverywhere but where the uprisings
were taking place, as they reached the high-point of the Detroit rebellion,
When the ‘Black rebelllons were on the verge of burning every American
city, muking it impossible for the copitalist cconomy to function, Carmichsnl
was in Cuba pralsing the "snciallsl'succes;cs" of Castro, .

Since then, Carmichael has been to Africa to sece Nkrumah after his
removal from power, in Ghanaz, and now in the *70s, Carmichacl has come
back with his All African Pcople’s Revolutionary Party, which proposes
the total abandonment of any idea of serious mass action for African-
Americans. He has suhordinated ideologically the entire question of African-
American liberation to the achievement of African socialism, For him the
question facing Black liberation In the U.S, iz the liberation and unification
of Africa under “scientifie socialism.” Bul he ncver bothered to question
what happened 1o his leader Nkrumah and his eall for Pan-Africanism,
except 1o say “neo-colonialism.™

M:\LCOLM X GAINED a reputation as the angry youny man
of the Black Reveit, To this day, his great appeal is thot lie
was 4 norihern cily Black man, addressing himself, to use his own words,
“lo grass roots out there in the streets” He was not a part of the middle.
class Blacks whoe were leading the Movement, but he was the representative
of urban northern Blacks, who cared little for the nonwviclent philosophy
which was dominant In the Civil Rights muvement, and who saw the goals
of desegregation as a mancuver to stave off the real revolution, He spoke
the language and the thoughis of the disinherited urban Black people that
could not be articulated by any other prominent Black leader.

v 5351




Malcolm X's rhetorie was the rhetorie of the elass differences thal
exist hetween the Black masses and the Black leadership. In his specches
this was a reality of the movement, and he sought to Hiustrate these dif.
ferences hy drawing i analopy of the “*house Negro” whe had the thueths
amd feelings of the master. 1je used the collective proncun “we,” when
talking alout himself and the otirer one, the "fick! Negro,” whe wanted
1 see the master's howse hernt to rhe aroutd and the master dead.

Malcoim pinned the quality of “house Negeo™ onte (he official Black
teadership, with the warniug to his audience that sueh leadership only
destres a "Newro revolution and not a Blsek revalution. In projecting this
itlea, Maleolm's lanpuage was colorful and often derisive. but it wasn't
fantasy -— it made a lot of sense to urban Blacks and exposed the Tunda.
mental lack of a philosaphy of change which prevented the Civit Michey
movement from advancing beyond integration an: voling rights toward o
real revolution, : )

It was the mass action of Black America that caused Maleulin to wpen
his back on the Black Muslims® mystification and retreat [rom the Black
redwllion. He reluctantly left the folds of the Black Muslims when he hegan
L reject capitalist institions aleng with the false idea of the ‘tolal sep-
aration of Blacks in white Swzrien, It wis al this poinl, in 1985, Lhat he,
oo, was Telled. '

Tadar, i the 1970 . we are wititess (o smch separation of Black intellec-
tuals from Blaes masscs that there are ne recognized national leaders We
are witnessing the mancuverings of Left Black intellectuals in the absenee
of any philusophy of revolution. There are sone, like Baraka and Sadauki.
whe have some roots among Black workers and c¢laim to be looking foy
theory — what Baraka calls an “ideology with thres culting edges — from
nationalism to Pan-Africanism 1o sacjalism.” But that view devs not base
itsell either on the sclf-activity of the Rlack mnvement us it has developed
aver the past 1wo deeades, or on the socialism of Marx as he develaped it
tioth in relatioun 10 the Black Dimension in his day, and as separated from
“vulgar communi=m™ which had sought revelutionary chanpe merely in the
ahelilion of privale properiy,® ;

Rather, there ix an atiraction 1o vitrious 1ypes of vanguardism, nost
espeeially Manisny, which they think is a shorlcut to 8 new soeiety, One
-would think that. Mau’s alignment with South Africa against Angola, an
alignment which remains unchanged in post-Mao Ching, woull have heen
enough, But Maoism is still in vogtie among many Black intellecluals. That js
‘not true amnng the Black mosses, Even if we only luck at fads, like Man
Jjackels, that swept the intellecti) community here and In Europe, the fael
is that {t never caught on in the Black community. Andi in the movie “Car
Wash™ the unforgeltable scone was when the young Black Muslim turns on
the son of the car wash owner, who, complete with Mpo shirt, hos been
agitating among the workers and spouting quotations from Chaiman Mao
about the revaolution. The Young Black worker savs, “Wher the revolution
cames. we'll e running the place and you'll be washing the cars, and You
can sing “We Shall Overcome’ in Chinese.” Whereapon, he grabs the Little
Red Bouk and throws it into 1% car wash, .

This may not be a rejection of Maw's ‘Thought as thonght, but it is a
fact that the Black masses could never he deluded thay Mavism was syhon-
ymous with liberatlon. snce the Sino-Soviel conflict led China 1o make its
priority one and one thing onty — amtk-Russin — and therehy brought it
close fo aparthold South Afries in nnnosition te t A lation
“struggle in Angola,
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See Marulsm ond Freedom by Raya Duengyevikayg (Piuts Hrosy, Londan, 1975, foutth Eng-
bshoedition), espetiatly Chaptor ¥, “The Imgact of the Ciat War in 1ke United Sigley un
My Strudtweg of ca,f L' and Chapler 1N, A New Humanivm: Marx’s Corly Econcmi-
Phitascphie Witings,™
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OR HAVE THE BLACK MASSES been much epamoured of

‘Communism, Even at the very high point of support for
Angele Davis and opposition to U.S, imperialism which was trying 1o rail-
road her Lo jail, the support was by no means uneritical, A 3lack production
worker with long experience in hoth the labor movement and the frecdom
struggles put it this way:

“Some younger Blacks sce in Angela Davis a martyr, and support hep
Eeliefs. They have no experience with the Communist Party in the 1910s
and before. ‘They only say that the Farty went all out to support Angela.
But if you falk to some older Blacks, they remember only too well the
betrayal of the Bjack sfruggle in this country hy the' Communist Party
during World Wap I They remember how the Farty betrayed tie .‘Doub’e
V' movement, and the March on Washington that brought into heing the
Fair Employment Practices Commitlee. They also saw the., Communist Party
crush the Hungarian wotkers' revolt ., . Angela stated that she will work
to free political prispners afl over the world, She ceuld begin in Russia,

prisoners than in any other country in the

- - Une can understand the support people have had In this country

for Angela beeause she wis a political victim, and 2 Blaek woman, but that
is where much of the sympathy ends.”

What is distinclive about the 18705 is that the absence of any aceepled
national! leader, far from signalling a theorctic void, signals that there
are new beginnings in the movement [rom below to work ont g totally fiew
relationship of theory te practice. Listen to these voices:

® A YOUNG BLACK STUDENT from Michigan Siate University, in a review
of Stokely Speaks: Black Power Back (o Pan-Africanigm, vy Stokely Car-
‘michael, wrote: .

<Blacks had asked Stokely ‘why he was “going away when we need
him most over here.” They asked him “what does that (Alrica) have (o do
with us when Harlem is on Tire over here.” And one sister spoke for many
when she asked if he *had Bone over {o Afriea and found another cause”
{p.xiii), This bock is an attempt to answer these questions, However, Stokely
Suceeeds in_doing the exact apposile. The trail follows a Biack intellectual
from Mississippi and Black America to Guirea and Osagyefo Nkrumal's arms,

The cructulness of historieal monients is completely separnted from
Stokely's lalks, so much that he is remaved from actual mass events on
the historical siage. One speceh, for instonce, “Dialeclics of Liberation,” was
given in England at the very moment Detroit and Newark burst forth with
voices of revolt. Far from labeling Carmichiel as an omniscient prophet,
the fact that the Blacks did this without cue fram Carmichacl and other
“leaders” plves the Jie to Carmichael’s “dizleclies” whieh i» a “program”
for revolt, After this great mass-activity, Catmichael rose to take credit,
but not until Black people asked him, “where were pou, when we did our
thing?"

« . « Pan-Africanisim is an umbrella that Stokely Carmichacl seices for
shelter from the “storms of Bluck Amorirn® whers nnemoloymont raslem,
wmd proiest are rampant, Thus, “Stokely Speaks,” but is anybody listening?es

® A YOUNG AUTO WORKER 1IN DETROIT;

¢The need for workers controlling produetion is a daily demand [n
my shop, One woman had to work with a broken hand ulthough the company
doctor cxcused her from work, Metal shop workers never see a day go by
without someone getting gashed, A worker forced to do poor work because
of speedup was disciplined without pratest from the unlon representative,
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_Biack and Puerto Rican construction workers join forces to.defend
ond fight for expansion of offirmative action, - )

Every worker knows exaclly what problems he or she faccs due to produc-
tion, al work and at home.

At the factory where I work, Maaisis represent the old left, During
recent contract negotlations, you couild see how the Maolst _factions and
the nnfon_burcauerats are similar. Neither wanted to hear the ideas of
the workers, They always speak “for” the workers.

_ Take the Women's Liberatien Movement. One article in a Maolst paper
sald that only after successful struggle by the proletarist can women be
“Mberated, This *'strategy” is in splte of the fact that working women every-
where are demanding frecdom by. not scparating their oppression as
workers and as women. :

The Maoists ask you lo come to their rallies, read their literature and
ask them questions, even to wildeat. They ask wyou for uverything except
your ideas. They would have you believe they could negotiate a “better”
contract with the eapitzlists, and that their Party rather than the Democratic

. Party nceds to conirol the union, But why not rank-and-filc ‘control of the
unlon? M workers gained control of production they would replace the
union and the party with the workers’ own organizations.ss

© A YOUNG BLACK LAUNDRY WORKER AND FEMINIST, invited to
speak at a celebrution of International Women's Day In 1978, sald:

«cIn my onininn, we nend & new direntian tedne, The women's mev ]

Is at o critleal stage, There are many forces of counterrevelution fighting
to keep women *in thelr places.” At the same time, the women's movement
has developed a schism within itself,

I participated this year in the Nationa) Allance of Black Feminists,

%0 9354




that gears their membership arvund professional wormen, They have totally
scparated themselves from working women and welfare mothers. They
have hecome so narrow-minded by thinking that the answer is to becorie
an integral part of this society, that it limits their capacities to express
their ideas un what feminism means. '

I was also invelved in supporting the women who were on sirike from
Essex Wire Co. in Indiana, They organized themsclves to kcep going for
over a year. The company fired them, beat them, and shot them, The
union seld then down the river. The strikers asked us to picket the UAW
Solidarity House and we ~!=d NOW and other groups, but they didn't come,
To me, it's a question ¢ whether you are part of “Bourgeois feminism” or
“revolulionary [eminism,”

Bui even amang those who say they are revolutionary, there are many
Left groups who try to convinee women to wait until “after” the revolution
to hegin to {ight for their freedom, They have gotlen so far away from
werkers® thinking and from genuine revolutionary theory, that nothing can
l}flpk them. It is up to those who de sce workers as thinkers, women as
thinkers. . ,

Women's Liberation has reached a new and powerful stage in the
movement teday. That is why the opposilion is so vicious. But it has also
reached a new stage (n thought. Secing “women as Reason” strips the
fetishism off of women as commodities, It is the only way that sexism can
be destroyed.» :

Puerto Ricans
in New York
City turn out
in mass
support for
Puerto Rican
independence
from U.S.
derination,’




@ A STUDENT, aclive in the occupation of Lthe "500" building for Hostos
College in New York City, wrote of it:

o The Hostos occupation shows that studenls are moving o tuse the
campus themsclves, not only as vehicles of protest, bul alse for the self-
organizalion of their cducation,

The spirit of the oceupation must be scen to be believed, The sludents
are confident they can hold the building, and are even talking aboul building
a gym in the lot outside “5007 during the summer._Community support is
s0 extensive that they have enough fond donated to open a cafcteria. Students
from Bronx Community, Brooklyn, Hunter and Lehman Culleges — most
nf them frop Latino or Black groups -~ have also came to give support.

The range of discussions reflecls the range of people taking part in
the occupation: ane student arrested in the take-over of the Statue of
Libierty this year; another who works with the committee 1o Free the Four
Puerto Rican Nationalists: o recently graduated student who had intended
ta leave for Puerto Rico but now will stay to parlicipate in the struggle;
and participants in the strugole to save nearby Lincoin Hospital.

The power of the struggle is just too immense for the police 1o make
any moves right away, and the students and supporting faculty will continue
to transform the deserted huilding into a eollege under their own collective
control. Whether or not the struggle at Hoslos does spread, the power ol
thiz vccupation shows that what happens to this school is a focal point for
all approssions and grievances felt by the students and cemniunity in this
arca.*» R

@ ‘AND BLACK PRISONERS, who have hecome some of the most prolifie
and probing of writers, penned the following:

weThey are building up this place te really he a concentration camp; it's
not cven conceivable in the minds of a free country or people, that this camp
is really a part of the state of Illinols. They attempt to contaminate the

. PR a T Eoli! R
Huge crowd in Algeria welcomes released political prisoners on
the eve of winning independence fromn French colonialism in 1962,
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resident hody here with the sick discase of hate — Would you believe that
the prisun officials have almost what we can eall a Black House and a White
House? IU's like this camp has relurned to the obd laws of 1850,

I had a while friend here with me just a few months age; he was
forced to transfer over o the so-cailed good house, needless to say the
almost all-white house. All this was just because I am Black and he is white.
It's as open here as night and day; the prison olwials will du all that Lhey
can to kéep Black and white from reaching any type of understanding here
hekind the walls of this slave eamp.

—MNlinois Prisoner

Since he incarceration I have beceme politically aware toward our
international conflict and our constant struggle for decolonization here in
America, There are Third World people who have ne employment, no homes
or food or clothing. I am a poor Black currently locked up in the hole making
35¢ a day, five days a week. and trying 1o learn all he can about his people
and other pcoplv s liberation -movements and strupgles,

—Peunsylvania Prisoner

1 nm a prisoner (femaleY and T am wrillng you to ask you if you could
send me some books. Others will be able to. share them. I I was to tell you
all 1 have tearned, seen and experienced here it would {ill at least ten hooks;
I wouldn't he abie lo find an cnvelope hig enough to hold the information 1
could send you on these supposed-to-be rohnbilltnlion concentration camps.

I feel T am a politleal prisoner anid a revolutionary, an aclivist and a
socialist, They will never have my mind, nor will they have my thaughts,
womanliood. heliels, rights of pride or dignity or how I feel abnut the
peaple, T will Heht lhls system and eapitalism until the day I die.

—Qhio Prisoner

T am aware of the cold murder of Slctc ‘Bika. Things are not that
much different here in this racist U.S.A., for we must struggle cach day
that passes to maintain our sense ol purnoese , ., It is a daily move here
by the so.called “oflicers of the peace™ to dlsp[ny their sick raclsm and
diserimination o keep us fighiing each other, while they stand aside with
that sick smile on their faces.

My keeper so much desires that the hitterness ereated by the conditions

el this hetl will hurt us and destroy our souls; iken the cnemy ean claim |

another vietory. T will always feel pain In my soul, but T will continue to
refuse to allow the fires of hell to break me and eripple my mind, 1 am
reading and opening 8 new awareness in my mind that will enable me to
move with understanding and not eonfusion. s~

—Washinglon Prisoner

Some of the theses that young Blacks are writing open new avenues
cntirely. Take an Eritréan student our aftention was drawn to who s
writing a work on i-anon amd the carly 20th century Halian revolutionary,

Gramsel, It isn’t that these {wo thinkers were contempovaties either in -

time or subject, But so passionale s the zeapch for phllosophy and so
adamant is the youth to try iv find theory separated from the singleparty
state, that an affinity of [deas Is seen in the view of workers' councils
rather than party, In philesophy rather than just “puolitical manifestos.”
So deep is the view that what comes {rom all serts of new forees of revolu-
tion == he they peasants, women, youth — that the suppeosedly quiescent
*70s see new beginnings in discontinuily that is conlinuity wiltlh Marxism,
hut for our day, rather than for “orthodoxy™ which hod become fcon-worship,
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I ET US DRAW TIE STRANDS together, American Black

Lthowpght 1980s has the richest of

historical and Llobal gl . With the great French

Revolution which signalled the end of the “ancien regiise” and gave birth
to a new agn of revolutions, came the Haitian Revolution,

In American Civilization on Tr
dimension has, si inni
" Africa, been the teue stone of American civilization, challenging American
rapitalism and putting to the test an movements to change social Telations
in America, ~

In the 19th century, the greatness of the Abolitionist Movement, Black

. and white, led hoth to the Civil War and. to Marx, He not only crealed the

International Workingmen's Association of British workers who held mass

demonstrations 1o prevent the English ruling class from intervening on the

side of the South, but changed the strueture of his greatest work, Capital,

under the impact of the Civil war and._ the struggle for the shortening of
the working day that followed it, e

The 20th century began with fe Russinn Revolution and its promise
of new human relations; that revoiution retrogressed mid-stream, but our
feneration has soen that bremise hecome tlobal "with the revolutionary
cmdcr;;l'ence of the Afro-Asian Latin American world siriving to wnite color
and class, .

It wasn't only that Lenin, in writing on the self-determination of nations,
singled out the Negroes In Anierica as part of his thesis, It was, as wo. shw,
the actual relationship to what was Jater to. be called the, Third World,
that became key, . .

. The concreteness of Marx's understanding of the American ravoluiionary
brocess unfolds at every stage of social crisls in this country., Whether it
was the industrial unipng being bhorn, or the emergence of 4 Women's
Liberation Movement, or the activily of anti-war youth — ail have had
the Black movement for liberation oet as calalyst, -

And yet, both within much of the Marxist movament and within muzh
of the thought of Black ntellecteals, there h

Maolst partfes, They ]
racism, but as 5 matter of politieal policy, Rlack Liberation has been Jetti.
soned or submerged when it does not meet thefp polltieat necessities,

the Amecrican B}

unists who dismi

expression of a great Rlack nationalism which Marxists
had to sce ag integral to any Amerlean Revolutien, The Communist Party
has noyar acknowledged its contradiztion whep |t atiempted to submerge
Black liberation struggles into the interests of U.S. and Russinn fmperialism
during the Second World War.

HE THIRD WORALD THAT BURST onto the historic stage
after World War II ix not alone geographic or only of color,
but Is humon forces and ideas of frecdom, independent of all state powers
and all ideologies which da not reloaso but casnare the drive for liberation,
Nor is It only the magnificent spectacle of so many Afriean countries galning
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their independence, It is the new inlur-m!aliunship of the African and
European revolutions, as witnoss the Portuguese revolution that started in
Angola,

Just as it was the actual human contact between Portuguese soldiers
and Angolan guerrillag that helped inspire 1he Portuguese revolution, jt
is the exchange of ideas today hetween the Angolan and Mozambiquean
revolutionarics and the-Sowets youth that is helping to sustain the crescendo
of the South African revoll, For the Binck masses of southern Africa, Angola
and Mozambique hayve meant a renewed confidence jn their own sell-bringing
Il'or!h of freedom, and a fdetermination to settle for lotal freedom and nothing
ess. . :

It is always easier to recognize a new stage of revolt than a new stage

of cognition, especially when Lhe movement fram practice is first striving
lo rid’ itself of what the great Fnglish poet Williar Blake, in the age of
revolutions — American, French, industrial, political, social, intelectunl —
had ealled “mind-forged manacles,”

In our age, the period of the East European Revolutions as they firs
hegan in the mid-1850s brought Marx's Humanism onto the historie stage,
It was also the period of the first African Revolutions, On the basis of
these movements from below, Fanon was the first Lo work out a tota
philosophy of liberation for the Third World that ‘would inter-relale o
world revolution — "3 new humanism," As Marxist-Humanists in the U.S,
who oppose world capitalist-imperialism i all its forms, he that state
capitalism calling itself “Communism,” or so.called private eapitalism calling
itsel “democracy,” we have always fought those whe would subordinale
Black viheration to the needs angd political ambitions of either pole of world
capitalism.— the U.S. or Russia,

What has distinguished Marxist-Hlumanists from all other “Marxist™
groups has been the recognition not only of the autenomy of Black libora-
tion movements, but of Black masses as vamguard of the American Revolu.
tion,

Marxist~-lHumanists, as organization, as body of thought, as aclivisis.
have never developed separately from the Black masses in motion, What
makes the unity of Marx's new continent of thought and the Blaek libera-
tion movement so Imperative is that this nuclear world is poised on the
brink of absolute destruciior., To meet the challenge of the objective situa-
tion and the human passion for freedom that s so evident in the Black
dimension, this capltalist-imperialist, o nlai £5 I ST
ne uprooted, To have revol:tionary ground for totally new hutman relations
1o be established, we need to work out a totally new relationship of theory
to pructice, Framts Funon, Soweto and Awierican Black Thought is our con
tribution toward thal end. We wish to unile it with yours as reazlers,

aclivists, thinkers.
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Two Outstanding Works on Marxist-Humanism
by Raya Dunayevskaya:

MARXISM AND Pi4ILOSOPHY AND
FREEDOM—%5.00 REVOLUTION
‘ £8.95 hardcover
for only $5.95

THE TRUE HISTORY OF THE U.S.— :
: - Masses in Motion

lplus 30¢ pestoge)

AMERICA'S FIRST UNFINISHED REVOLUTION—$1.00

tplus J0¢ postoge!)

THE FIRST GENERAL STRIKE IN THE U.5.—$%1.00

All 3 for $2.50 tahe 0 tplus 30¢ postage)
or d&. Al .
FROM: News & Letters, News i llllﬁllﬂi‘lm uo 1. Mi, 48207

Detroit, M1 211
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