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PART 1, Tho Goporal Prob‘.l.cm of tho Trotakyito Movomont
Ve Bave frund it necearary to mAaos the main item on the pleénum gzenda
the organisational question. The ceuseé is a wdespread recognition of the
fact that after three years nf grinding work in the factoriee the racm!ting
of new mewbers has nnt -only been far below expectations but from &1l sppent-
ances 1s likely to continue so, The 1dea that the laz in recruiting iz due
to the unorganized, unsystematic methods of the members:has heen more or less
discardeds It was not a gerious gontritution to the question. - What we are
‘taaing now and vill incremsingly face is the whole problem of tullding the
mags Bolghevik party in the U,8.A. The war in Europe is coming rapidly to en
"~ end and the whole country is aware of the tremendcus social confliote which L
ithe post-war will bringe T he bullding of o maga party o -leed the aroletarist
is for us the prnblem. This is the question I proposa to discues liere, but. -
{from one aspect ealy, the aspect of educmtion, propasaade 'end agit-a’cim. I’here
‘ar& othery equally. important. I do not propoae to deal with them heve.

Pirat cf ell 1 beve pake tlear uhat _;& nct 'oeing done in this _Jgg__g;

I am not« doaling with the gene:al urnblem cf how a narty is 'built. hﬁ SRR

FEN I am nnt touchhp et mll unon mass trade. union work ox...apt 1naofar g
‘:this affects or 15 afrec.ted by educa.tim. pronavanda and ag:l.bat".on.

T T am not dpaling with tha objecti.ve littmtinn 1!1 Amagia:a. excapt ing
aa ‘Lt ‘ls 1mpcseihle tn d.iacuna nropagemda and agitatiou 111 L vmuumi RPE

B ‘. With this limitat:lun conatantly borne in. mind; wo: cén and. munt:f remin&

rselvea of vhat we are’ in gemeral attpmuting to dos ALL atudiea of dia,-
luctic. of historical materiaiism, of poiltlcal coononmy, of the histury of
“the working class and of the revolutionary movament are for- the most part.

- mepninglegs if they do not concretely contribu.{'.e to and- culminate: irthed oo
theoratical anahrsin of perby-building. ‘The plain-fact, too often roz-gottan"_'
¥-ignoved, 1s that’ in the pest- fAfty yeers only one effentive Bolshevil R
pirty has ‘been tuilt in any of the great countries of Zurope apd: Amerdse: a.nd

W ."'for that matter anyvherbs The Comminiat- Parties from their very firat days‘ )
"+ .cvere ingpired and murtured, theoretically, organizetionaily, énd mgrally Yy
' Swiet Rugsia, ZFrom thet came smurce they drew their early gorpiadtlons* AB-

“we 160k back at -the datestrophes they ceused! their totalithriay op?outhtm -
"t_q the sinplest and modt elementary doctrines of Leninism, perbicula.rlv in . -
Chine end Germany, 1t is cleer that whetevar wes réspousible these purties.
are Bolshevﬂ: in name only. .In the last decéde end a half, except in the -
remote and undeclsive outnost of Geylon, the Trotalyite revolutionary mmrement.
hag Jmown nothing but fallura.' Great events have come and gone. We have S
“ ' fisde no dmpact on them. At times, as in France detween 1934 and 1536, our
: 'thaory attracted widospread notice. Solid bourgoola papers devoted articles
J*tn (Irotelriam ue thé resl denger. A4t the Mulhouge conference of the Soociel-
Damrauy in-1935 our domreden led & powerful cppna:.t:.on to Biums ‘Bub we omald
a.'o nothtng ef:tective. The great avents paased ue. by 'I'hera 13 no reaaon at
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all vhy great events should not develon duaring the next few yeers end- £ind

us efquelly ineffective, 1laft behind aa before, eslling otheysgroups and
pvertien oontrist, (as we Justifisbly erlicd the POUM),. reformint, Stalin- -
ist or vhet not, but nurnclves inaignificent. Phere ie no resason for beliov-
ing thet with the ineviteble revolutionery unsurge of the mesden, we magt. sy
tnmpticrltyérow until we become a lrree nerty. Thern wre a grect revolution o
in Spein, Every verty in Svein, revolutionsry end connter-revolutinnary, ‘grow
exceat the Trotabyitea. As we enter the vost-wer porlod, we, re serious Merx-
iata, muat enelyze thege things end try to drew ascme loesons. .

.

oI} TYFFRINNOFS, NATIOMAT AMD TITTRNADIONAY . . ' e

P B

One indisnensable wey of dolng this 1s by the thorough end aystematic
analysis of the exgeriences *of the Trotgkyist moverent ns a wholes -This {39
no 1ight task.: But it 15 time to begin. I aronaae to bezin ug aktply an’
rosaible, with Ye expericnces of the VW.P. during its four yeers af ‘eristence,
particulsrly the last two. .In 1942, the party, teking congeinug sdventage

. of the national developmont, made a arest step by {ncorpofatfing iisclf inte .
the broad workers movement. This wes & devalopment. df fundemental importance, ©
No party, no grouv can grow end develop unless the meiordty of ite members o
function end function intelligently among the wriera in industry. Everything
that 1s esaid here is conditioned on thet. Membrrs becane immérsed. dn union:. .
actlvity, Tho party agitetion end sropagande, es was inevitable end neCessary

" underweni 2 chauge. LABOR ACTINN beeeme a pener vhose main emghasis was' |
the activisy of the workers in the union. At the geme time wo developed
8 nractice of mass distribution, end half a dnzen comrades would distribute™
thouserds of covips wcekly. Yt ig not clear what vns coneretely. exmocted from
these distritutions. . We have et lergt the results to zo by. In onc area '’

- our camrades bave téken an active end effrctive pact’ in unfon work. ' The

+ dietributed betwern a quarter and a helf ‘mtlliod miroes, of litcivture: oy

. thr workers. Yet'the rronlta in. recrulting have been practically zoro,
. 1., hepe we uow have gained three membors, perhaps five. This 13 not vhat -the:
.. wexnected. The party oxoected other results. Tt ig posslble that thero::. i
may yet be gome. It'is also pogsible that within = yoar end e lalf. tho.cons.

‘redén in question would be unemployed, or oelk at remaining in the sang- b

-ren eetivity. I this were to talke wlace the. greet affart and “tie  gres ve

“-pectatinng will pater out. This erlle, if engthing eves dia, for sérisus. n
‘amination.not only by thr lradershin but by the vhole party., = = -

~ One’theoratiesl omvlanation’ could,bo that the Americen warkingelags:,
during the neridd of war, was not reedy to Join a revolutionsry party even’ -
in smell numbers. If this ie so, then the perty muat reengnize the feet. Werl
ettemnied ‘the immossiblés The rrsulte, such as they heve been., ore only whe
‘eould heve been gxnocted, ar vt leeat vhot, we pntﬁno to " have boen 1nmi:l.t_a1§1‘é-f
Thir viéw his not hitherto been edvenced in the -arty, - v

Or 1t is -oseidle tn-sey, o- the other hend, that the workera were :roedy
~to meke gsome appreciddle’ ormanizetional reaponsc to us (not perhena in-thovg
ands yet something corfesonding to our dfforts) but thet the mein fedlumo .

© wag die to feulty verty nothods. If thet ig' sa, then the party a8 a wholo °
bears the recponsibility. 1o anr. sdvencrd eny important rnd conerctn elters -
netive curse of ecticn.  The greet veluc of the coursc e Yook is that it
wes bried Sut by every onc or at Least nearly overyeno, nore-or lesd s vholo
beertedly, It 1g thereforc immosaible fou eny me Yo any "Hed -we-denc obhcye
wise, the rcesulta would have been difforont. This writer et eny rate g, -

" saying nothing of the kind. . If, howevor, wo carce thet.wo did the best gogw
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sible under the ciroumstances, that doss not -setils the question for the fute
*+ *7 ure, The party has now forecast for .the coming years a period of accial .
orisias in the United States. :This ‘car be variously intorproted. In the HEW
INTERNAZIONAL and in tho Internal Bulletin I have writton artioles vhirh
oxpress my particular emphasis oh the future develogment of tho Amerlcan
working clagsi Soon to be freed from the rastroints of the Europesn xar, and
with tho great exporisnces. of 1938-1844 to help it, it now facos a political
development which, when it comss, will in all roasonable probability bo as
violent end allwombracing as was tho industrial dovolapment of tho CIU a fow
yeare ago, That some.millions of workers may vote for Dewoy would not mlter
the bnois movomont <~ that may even acclerate it, The whelo intornutional and
notional aituation are donditiohing substantial soctions to rocoive extromo
rovolutionery agitetion p:d propegardn, As far as it is humanly possible to
s9e, any failure on our part over the next fow years will rest squarely with
* the party itself., That is the wey the queation must bo posed. If, in the
next few ysars, there is a great soclal orisis; great nctions by the rosses
{for without that thsrs 13 no social orisis) and the party still remains a
,.fow hundred or at best continues to be so -ineignificant as tc be unchble to
"stamp itself upon the national conseiousness; then the question of rosponsibe
1lity for failure becomes philosophiecal, if not academic. -He have to recruit
sufficient members to beceme on effective ravolutionary porty. It 1a in the
" light of this thet our own recent past noquires specienl. significance.

_ What then were we trying to do ? -

To -put it briefly we were oconducting ourselves in propagends and. ngit-
ation o5 -if we wore-alrondy that muss perty-which ve ‘hope to booouwe. - Fa havo
75% of our membership ‘in the, unions did not tronsfrom ue into A moss party,

e beouno .o, propagandist sest in the unions. That-is #ll, And o propagandist
soct, howover notive.in tho.union, is not o mie's partys 'For 'this riuson,ten
mambera of the C.P, -could-distribute 10,000 copies of the ‘Sunday Forker.in

* any area. and confidently hope ‘to reap results. ' Their pefar hes behind 4t

. ‘the imternational: power ‘and prestige of a grent modern stote.’ The-party is

" nationally recognired. In various spheros ite actions materirlly affoot ||
"ths” weges. and. warking -conditions and’political 1ife of large bodiss. of workeras
Pariodiocslly; i&Smnntionally*khawnfapehknra‘cnn:yidlt'thq.urea”nhq”quitgl;zq‘“
on. such o mags distribiition polioy,.’ It can, &t o' given time, throw int, 0. L
orgaenizers and:pull its contacts-togethar‘by-hctivity‘9n§‘sﬁociul“cénbéngfatjpp,
© on the,area-in the puges of:the. phper. ALl thotwus ond 18 ontirely boyond | .
our. strength, And will be for some time’, *“Excopt vhore a union‘situation’ ~
is hot, We ars physically incdpable ofreiptng ‘the Just féward’ of ‘such mias
diqtributiqns;;rHow)cqnwton:oomrudas-hundId*Soooﬂrbnddrp‘fc'quapér‘orhéﬁeni

- 6007 "We raised the.politioal laval of some thousands-of workers in ganeral,.
fut wé 'did :not goin any-substontinl numbos of ‘focrujits that woy ‘und éannot,
S T A R A T
. The prouf of thie. cun be“sesn in revorse by Wnct ook place 1p Ho. -
There we ooudd actuully affect the"livgs of 'tho“wWorkers. Sinco the strike.
in’ 1942, every fiaeld worker :inLissouri works -ten ‘hours’ a 'dcy and then goos
howe. Nothing will moke him'work:longer, 'Local 313 hnd'thqﬁTrqtskthdq;hpvo
‘tha oredit for this. kass diﬁtributtond";n‘tﬁé”#reu"buildlon'quanéépQ':' .
Poundation,. At uny time. wet aro: reddy; dozohs™ of Fecruits are whiting for.us.
Bt olsewhere that is. for’us:impossiblo; 'uiny continustion of this polioy in
*tho somo form can only result in wosted effort ard: frustetion, Placlly fo
" -Have goined some pomitions in-induetry.: But, the pesitions guindd Gopa tha'
rosult of o high-level:of smploymont,. Wo. face in tino nese unompldymont,
The perty most. improbobly oon aveid the consecquontes of ‘this, "The gquostion..
tould not soriously bo Judged: at .the.comvontior in:Junuaty,  But vo may |’
to fo00d with the possibilitics of o roturn to conoontruition on the porsonal
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contact method of making recruits.: This is the policy followed by the
Cannonites, it is said, with good resulta, . But the question is not by eny-
monns exhausted By mass distribution or concentration on personel contacts,

Qur turn to the masses, correct, legitimate and indispensable, brought
with it a particular form of agitaticn, He lacked the notionzl end inter—
national drowing power of a mass party, like the C.P, Yet in LABOR ACTION
which became our 1ein woapon, we did not concretely tell theso thousands of
workors what they could not loarn in any other way or from any other sourece,
dhut & party s, why it’should oxist, what has boon tho post of such parties,
why the rondor should consider thut w1l that we did and ho road must cul-
minats soom in Joining the party - thot was conspicuously from the paper,
Excopt for o pamphlet by Lund, thoro is not one aingle picco of propagundist
literature to do this rocruiting job. Wo did not oven producoe o pumphlot
spying whet the Workers Party is obout., Thus nojther inside tho paper nor
outsido of it woro the mass distributions concrotizud, It would bo & vory
1o ‘luvol of discussion which tried to prove that this was duc to "leck of
forcus". It was o colossal misteke and novhoro so much sa from the point of
viow of recruiting. This we must probo to its roots or wo sholl nover corroct
the mistako in tho woy it will have to be corroctod. : o

LABOR ACTION As A Bocruiting Agont

The present LABCR ACTION must bs the. foundation -of the furiher develop~
ment of the party. Thers can be ne return To tho old liflitant or the
SOCIALIST APFEAL both for vessons.which. are well recognized. by -most of .the
members of the party snd .for others. whish will be epparent ‘from the redt of " -
this document, Firat of all, it is necessary to dispose of the broad ¢riticiem
bhet LABOR 40TIOV is a left-wing tradefinion paper. Thet is not only falge - -
but unless it is disposed ‘of in the proper way, it is ¢o easily raplied to :
that it prevents that dnalysis of the paper whish is necesaary.: LABOR ACTION -
is no left-wing trade union rs, Tho paper is politically oppossd to' the
capitallst System ant the capitalist, class &s no- loft-wing -trade union paper '
can be unleas it is based on'Marxism.” To tuke .one. oxampls, : The' thecretival ‘
oprosition to the war ip complstely boyond:uny leftewing trade union paper ",
- that this writer has ever heerd of, No, left<wing troda’ union popor Hecs' the ' '
theoretical ‘baso of oui political ertioles.. In.all these ‘essentinl’ rodpacts LA | |
is o Harxist snd not a trede union peper, TFurthormore,its union ‘éoverage s .
equally based on the concept of class,. And 3£.tho party wero & natioms 1lly *

. imovm party the papor 85 1t'ic would be s poworful.roorufting ieapon. * This- is .

not a question ol whether rosnders kmow thet it is tho popor of ihe A koFe
Porty. If the papor snid this in overy issuo-on overy pago, it would*npt

bolp matters, ‘A rosdér of tho papor 7 ould gubhor that tho union quostion.

‘was of parsmount importancc. Ho .would lourn, somowha® abutractly, thut lobor

in gonorg) should farm a Labor Party. But ho would roed tho papor for ono

yoar and gat no ocheront knowledgo ‘of what tho Sooend Intornotional wos and ‘
why, of the history amd dovolopmont of tho Third Intorndtional, Host -important,’

- of tho historical dovolopomdnt of the, Aumoriean working olass, of its past, '
prosont, and futuro of what tho working cluss staod for historically as dgainst
capitalist sooioty, of thut ho would loornm vory: little, Not only woitld ho not
learn thig in gomsral, but ho would not loorn tho rolationship of tho rovolutio ne
ary Morxiat:party. o the class,. .Ho would noyor.know.what'a rovolutfonory . =
porty was, why ono should cxist, what was its purposo, ains ond mothods, why 1t
wes on imp.rolive nocossity, what wme ite rolation {c’tho Lator Pariy ond, o
chovo oll, why ho ds on advanced workor should geb into contact with it. So .
that oven'if ho Mmow thet tho puper woe tho papor of tho Worlkers Purty, it 1a
impossiblo 4o asoa how ho Would loarn sll the things that is nocossory for him
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be lacd tp make him into- ripe material’ for Bolé"l-iqz';sm. "It i85 Lhe leck of all
this 4n tho. paper, not only oxplicit?y but implicitly; which give: rise to the
eriticism that LAPOR ACTION ir-a lefteiring’ trade union papar, To attempt to
moot this eriticiem by saying that:the éritics want'.te 'éo’ back to the old -
Militant is what has to be rooted out of all our discussion,

1ot us slarify the discursion at once,” One good pamph lot end six months
of reading LA smhould lend n substantinl number of readers of IA a long way .
towards joining us, It is possible that o dozen sush pamphlets and & reorgan=-
ired LABGR ACTION would not have. holped us in the past, It is poasible that
o reasanable saction of the papor dovoted"apsoii‘iaé.lly.ta.edudating Amariean
readers for Ameriocan Bolshoviam, would hove left us where ‘we are now. It is
pogsibles DBubt this muoh is cortaine Unloss in this feld thore 15 & drastic
reorientation, from top to bottom, not only of ‘tho -paper bitt of the party, we
mey gein & fow mombors, doublo gur memborship, oven treble it in two or throo
yoara, But we ghall fail complotoly to movs organizaticnally with the necossitie
of ihe times, That is what wo have to do,not grow in goneral, but grow in a
cortain propoption and anything olso is fefluro. - : .

LR - .- . - . . . - ’
: .~ Tho objectivéToiroumstancos of. tho American working clnss ond of the W,B, -
demond noyw. that we geot. u7oy completoly from tho idoe of reeruiting 'one by one
or two by twoe Wo:may. hove 43:.do. that for o time, 2nd in ono sonso wo shall
alwayz bo doing.’ DLy, 0_wored wo 1ivwo in nikor it dmporativo Lorius. - - o
to_conconmiroto alll our bost enorgles Into-making T,  POper an: agent.fow - ¢ -
tho_fraining and. rooruibing oFf oonscious Marxizts,. This i o historioal necsls
é8:ity, roo% ed-in tﬁmmgopﬁbﬁ?f'of'modernx civilization-itselfi:“Anyohe who-

thinks that today,. 1944, in the- United States, and’ duringctho nest fow - R
years, recruiting-is merely a watter of personal sontect "nighly:organ zed"™ -
is living in.1017,: ‘Todey. the nhola organizetion of socioty i\ moving rapidly ;-
towards mass colloctive action on a grond acaie, Worksra-in-any riugbers ‘ars -
rapoelled from small inaignifieant groups, "The perspoctives: of ono-by-mne
ty ‘to-have effect in-ton-or twenty yoars-Havé: little "sense .

3 ntry whero organized lubor-is.14:pillion atrong, and the -
NAACP has-half a million mombors,. Further,: soninl‘nnu-»’pol:_l;tioal-ide'#elo;"xj;.‘é'ﬁt;.s‘_ "
are accelerated not.only in apaco bt in timos . A new "politidel grgdnigation:’ - o
issuas at one stroke millions of pdaphlets, Yho,.politicsl “Yendors addrasn R
.the nation and the world by-redio‘and -dro’ sogn’ by 'the “nitiovi:oi tho sorden, o

~labor unipn daXa. .apacial ‘Film shorts of tholy oim. The /BAC. -spranig ‘up ovor -~~~

night. This. £5' ‘the ago wo dive in. e’ havontt ‘tha' Tegoursos: to' bogin theso ' '
things. . Bit to us. our polular. Press da not whot ‘ISERA was' toi'tho early " T
Bolstviky, . They d4d: pot. hovo: to. oonitond pgoinst tho toshniedl- fosiiitioel™ .
of tl’ﬁ"Bp}_i;g@oiaio%.tﬁu',\_t,. Vo RaYo- 004 ntond with and tho solloctivo ‘ssein)

consclousncss gégﬁgpording&o»it'.’--:.ﬂw dd&a‘.'ﬁga._iris_t hunblo -proleterian’ boglrn o Lk

ings 1iks 'ISKRA, ond LAROR ACTIONhave _lungﬁhafnodx'onbrhbuuly‘a‘:i LABOR ACTION - - o

bocomos our press, jsur radio, our plivid,” and our £41; shorts o have 45 ks '

it into somothing whieh with tho nocossary bocking, will preach; vin‘Focruita -
1 -far:-Yoyond our. 1imited porsonal confactii. Tha~ personad: gontaty - °.

m883 useting must morely-bo- the: tonclhding" stroke to whit Pamphleots ",
ond .LA hive already dones -Tha. papor-must, ‘earry. such a moasage thit ag-the -~ "
social Grisis develops, on.the Eostetn spaboard and the Midala WosfTab dny
rata; the “{doa sieuld ‘gradually. oryatalige’ among thousands o2 readetd, nast 5o N

thom unknown to-us, 4hbt this paper should Becomd: o dnily goper. Tho préseny. -
writor oliavss That, the American working ‘oloss doos. not, nesd”its’ oombativity © . .,

stimulated, " Any' such BPproag¢h on our part in particular, is not only Fid-

iculous ‘buh’,‘p‘rgainnppuqupu_llo;thdr nood - thaye bo' any: fear- tHat tho ‘working'class . .
™1l not Srontg.imags pplitienl orgenizations. - Without any. agsigtonco from”' = ..
™\ ABOR ACTION of the Balahoviksy thusa aro going to come with'a vlolence and” " - U
Turge TEAR] de usiel, will sutonish nobody more thad ‘tho srodicnis themsoIvos," ..

-
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The whole history or laber und of lober in this count.ry is- indiontive -of the -
fact that what the. Amarican working claas.noads §s the thoory and -praerucu '
of Bolshavism, That ia whot it nesds; and that is what it ean gét only--
Prom uss - This is what wa have to tranilate into the papsé; fThis is, #hot
the paper lacks. ard it duvos nok lnnk it by aoci.dant. qr. lack o rorcon.

LABOR ACTION is WI'ut. 1t s beoa‘t\sa the pape'!' i3 baved or o eertain
theory, ' THe theory is thit ths Anerican working bla#s is mot clasg conscious
to o sufficient degree, Our businass ih-the paper thereforc 18 te try to
reise the moasos to tho hoxt etogo. -2hat stago is.to make them ready for an
indepentent labor, porty. ihen the stape is reachedj the workeks will then
be ready for revolutionaty Enrxish prépaganda. So thnt at present we are doing
the bost tmt ccn possibly ¥o dores At tho scme timo, howovory on this theory -
and with o papor qorroapoﬁd.i.ne to it, wo dot oz §f we expeet workers to join : .
the rovolubtionary Larxist-par ‘Thia is tho contradiction in whish .the Pa.rt.y o
#inds itself, in rogard to mon ACTION ahd recrui.t.ings . -

First of ull t.ha iden thu.t. t.hc ganeml level of consciouanesa of o .
wot‘l-ing dlass movoment forblds the stramng and vigoTous tonshing of Merkism
contrag to the wholo theory and practice of tho Karxist povement for o
hundred nrs. 3, Without going into thot now, there is the oxporionce oF. Amsion
PETY) ring the last fifty years. Bofore 1914 thore waé tho: ‘genoral populur .
ngi.tu.tion for sociclism of- Jock Lohdon and ater of Upbon Sinclair, This tound
e ¥ ide rosponse amdme wosh numbers of pedple, Bus. in pAdielion eMakal |
was the striotly llnrxiat propigandn and agitation of ‘tho Sécinldat Le.bur Pa-r'by
and tho Amoricon ‘Sosinlist Party.: Both of thieso in- thoir~ wirious- wo;ra ware’
Socinliats ond Marxists sponidng’dirostly to the Amorican workers, 'Sush -
deficiences as they had are te bo oxplained by tho:fodt that: t}worot.iua.ny
thoy woro basod more or. loss-on tho gonoral stondards ond-idops af thg ™™ <%
.Europoen. 80cicl Domosrooys. "Tho SLP in purticulnr not only tu.ught. Hnrxiam ‘buf.
elsc indulged in moss hﬂuntrinl wnrk. SLenm o

Secondly, they had- daf:lniti.ve succaasen bt':llding from the ground upe’ Oan
any one say that todsy the Americsn working olass is less class: aomoious “than, -
woa the working ‘class which.those’ .plonsors. eddressed .50 boldly- and. so’ conoioua-
ly? The mire existence. of the CIOis proof onough if.proof is noeded 'gf ‘the °
tremendoun .staga of ‘devalopment ¥hich the Amsriesn’ working dlass hes ‘Teached
in comparison to the days of World War'I. Not only are the workers: orge.niied _
industrially gs & sloss. Despite tha @bsence of an-independent. labor: party "-’,;
- the Amerioan working olass is living an intense political life inm-the Amerien -

ond "One World™ of today. It hes had experience of capitalistierisis in’ 148 -

most Horrible: ferm, of two 1mperia.15.at wars. end. hee seen-organized dabor -gror

to ba an astual ond” recogni:ed social force. Thers has been Ubought: homs to

it the political consoious, neas of Fasclenm, of prodetarian: rewlut.ions i.u S
Europa, of the possibilities.of barbarism; the cantraioctioh to’ bo’ solwd*'bet.o
ween the.potontinlities of tho.productivs system and. the sccial meeds’ of tha i
mnsses of. the peoplo, All-thi oxists today os potontial’ moterial wh!.oh _
434 not exiot in tho days of tho .SLPand the SP, ' Under tho- olrounstances what
ronson is. thore for balicvi.ns thit ‘on tho- bagle- of the ‘hnss tvdde union mrk

ard its covornga in the paper we cdannot apoak boldly.and diroctly for 'what ~ =
we stand for, Enrxion socialists socking to bulld a rowvolutionary’ party - ‘7t ]
in tho. nome of uoi.ontifio nooin‘lism? I!‘ wo 000 :it, Wo wi.ll do it. i

OR mmum mmmtcna R

LABOR AGTION 13 not an’ Mcident. It. is.08 11'. i.a, *irtuos-ond’ 'tnul.t.u, 8 -
port of ‘tho intorpitiomnl Trotskyivt movomont. IT Nprouents ‘d.stogo: 4n {fs " i k},
devolopmont, lony of tho nuwor comrndos diseuss ths papor ‘and our mowneht“' P
with no knowledgo of what thoy ovo. t-nlld.ng obout, - Thoso quosticns "hoWever must
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bo doalt "with: optiprohonsivoly,” Lenin fnssatad thut ko, problogs of party iy
bullding should bo discussod riot only among tho londors and tho '1ht;a1lo§{ﬁé.1}.s;"
but in tho prome boforo tho workers. Ho' hinsal¥ sot o nobly oxampley ot
us a8 Joast bogin by diseuesing thom ftmong oursalves with ths' rioooesary mate
erial, and bookground, - - o R

o must sso, first, tho internctional 806n0_in'which thé Trotsliyite = .
movoment, funotioncd under Trotaky ond ¥hot ho wes tiving to'do from 1928 witil ’
hi‘s'g_ionth'_in 1940, s -‘:‘, A TR PN N R

In’ Buropo botwosn 1919 and 1944, with'rhaps ono oxcoption,: rio prolot-
arion party ‘of ony strongth 'dt a1l omergod indopondently from the: proletarints -
Tho SAP' L% Germany, tho ‘Indépendent Labor Porty, the Dutoh Farty lod by Poter
Schmitt; ‘al) wero splits from the mees Sooiel Domooratic Party. Soocondly,.

" theaa’ Bplitd wars’ 102 by mon who wore clroody wolY-establistiod an londers 4n
the Social Bomotfatio’ Party, From the beginhing, Trotsky who directod tha.
Trotskylte’ movémeiit was protiycloor as to the genorel situntion nnd what $¢.
demanded.’ His’ concéptions may be divided into thrae poriods, 1929-1934, -
19324-1938," 1938%0n. “Ench pariocd hnd'o separato aim and saparato mathed, .
During'the f£irgt period,- Trotsky concelved of 'us s o feaction of tho Communist
Party.™ Wo siried nt rointogrution into on hl:"én.ﬂ* oxisting mmes revolutionsry -

internation&l orgonirations ~ Our whole! provogandn nd- agitotion uimed- o
moInly Gt winmdng over-poople who undorstood:what wo: woro’ driving ot.”. -, - .
Vanguqrd--hpbke’!‘b'o‘-'tn.h'gnni'd’l"::‘.%-wbi‘o'-t:"niued': for-thatipurpese andivith: that - -
eim. Criticisms 6f the press 6f-those days may be logitimeto, but 1f thoy
do-not bour:thati.in mind; thoy. oo hot - only wscless but misledding,! '¥o did
notThave “to makeioir main burdén! of- oxplonation whot Sorinlism or-Bolshbviom o
wasst e’ dperated w ithin the- fromowork: oft.n.fulso Bolshovism whiok:we: %y, ..
propoéed‘;tpfcbrreot.'?.’-_' N Ttons R e Ly

SR e,

. il - A S Ty AN LI B e AR R Lenie e
-+i-This polioy wae:chafged in 1934 with-tho IFrench Turn?.ond:we ~broudensd. ;-
out i m," - Wo:hod- now 8e: our-main ob; sotive:tho:deLt-wing: ofithe, Socddm. v - -,
Domocracy in Europe ;- in*pa Yticuler, this, ims.ondiis o highly: politionlized:
grouping.. It maro oftonthan tot, hod sympathotic ond even intollootnnl!
effiliations: vithi Cormuniem ard Communist. Pu-r.bitiw;‘:lt-.um_ierstﬁod:.broaﬁ.iy~
what- tho. problems ‘and . conflictiiwere obout, | Trotsky,. rirero:of: thy: urgoney of: '
tho aituatioh;:cimod ot oplitting off substentinl; soctions of . theso- redienlizod
warkoers- t6-bocone. the- nu01915‘of.-ma.ss-pm‘tios_q:!;'ﬂmt also was 4, fpacialirvod,;. . .
tergot forourfuctivitios. "It wos._only in- 1938 that theot -policy moro.or; less . -
camo teo, on ond ‘evorywhore. - In 1938, ;t.ho.Four-_th,:[n'pprna.tqlqn{:.l: vz launched: 4o -_
stond on-its-own foul. .. Tho: results: are highly:ingtructive:, {-Excopt. i Balgiun.;
Whoro there: wos' O-proleterian-basis, in,tho Borinngs: tho various Europogn... ..
parties failod to moke pProgroess.: The most nototrious; fai luro was in Fronce:
whora the P,0,I,hed boon ostablished 038 an indspandont perty in 1936,

Now it is important for us today to noto that the Amoricen. mriy in as
totally differorit envirenmont followed -oxactly the. gene- course .as the: Europecn
Trotskyite parties. From 1528-1934 1t simod mainly at the Communist Party
erd was trained. for so doing. - From 1938-8.1t odmod: et .the .American.Socialist
Party, a porty which in comparisen with tha Buropean. Soeial-Democrutic porties .
was and ‘3a liko o Swies Eroup of boy~scouts in comparison with the {ermen
ormy, However, some gaina wero made marc than in Europs,.and 'in 1948, the SWP
followed the internstional couraa ef.tho.Irotskyite movemont, ond fooed. tho . ..

e I S S U A P e S LB
. Tﬁnau—ff)ﬁonomena are to ‘ba. ganarally oxpleined. by the. sopacity of.cnpitalism do.
apintatn 4lldsiona. 1n.,tho..proletq.£1at_,during, Ahis, pericd.. . The; quostion, though ,

gormane, it is impassible. to trest horc, , I om morely decling with tho rpow. -, -

basity of getting nome parepocitives of Trodolyisn and party building, .
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American masses sz an independoent ergenization. Thus, in the ten yeprs of 1{}.1 .
existence, in it mgitatlon, propaganda, oducation, it had been A ¥European®
party, aiming ot the ‘same specislized groups na the Furopean perties.  In the
pordod 192838 this hed not been of mach importance. But whenr the Anerican
party faced the prospect of addreasing the Americen workers, the different
otsges of derelopment of Amorican and Zurcpean at emce assumed importance.

'The politicelly oducated grouping in Europe, a potential soil for Trotskyism,
did not and do not éxist in the United States on the scale that they do in

Yurope. In America the split from the S.W.P. camo too carly for. any definitive
conclusions to be drawn, tut mpart from the Russian question, there wes already
in tho 5.V.P., in 1939, a deep conviciion that the party was golng nowhere
Munder Cannonls leadershiv.” Burmham, whose backgroupd was act in tho lenst
Trotskylte, hed siready begun a steady orientation tawneds tho dnorican. #£OD3e |
But Burnhem was no Bolghevil sud d1d this empirically., By the time the V..P..
haj orgenized itself, the approach of wer engendered.the movement intp; factariss.
The W.P. loadership seized hold 6f this tendpnoy =nd organized it. .. A radieal
broak was made in the turn to the masses. Trotoky had. scon and prepared for.
this turn theorotically. That was the significance of . the Transitional Program.
In practice howover, wo hed failed: to make- thils turn.- It was not;until- the ..
Octobor conventien of 1941 of the V,P.. that the turn ves definitively mado. in
the United States.on the:basis of the immuilpe; given bty the war. ' Once we regog-
nize, howevor, thoe hisboricsl défforenscs botucon tHe, varitus piflcds.ve- can. ..
say that the organization of this twwn. by the. ¥.P. wee, one. of tfh"é;:bi;s‘t'l_things .
that hed been done in the;Trotskyitc movesiont. in tho Unitod:Statos of-Amoricay
T B OO ot T mrminer ) ne
) This time tho: brosiz wes mede’ practically, - Trotsky hadiglvon us the .
general international theory: of. tho. Transiticnal: Prograr v Bub:from-a-thoorabs.r |
icel and natiomal wolat of wiow wo mads -tho.-break empirieally, and-i%-han.pro- .
duced all tho vices of comiricism. Thore vms not worked out, ennsciouslyia:. ;o
-political ldoclogy of & gonersd I-ind, no pollticel orientation for odueetion,
propaganda énd agitation. : In.thd Brovious horieds wo had: 2 thoorotical: breis,
amply worked'out. .'There.vas scoinlism. in's singlo cowatry; thero vogt thouwliolo:
Ruseian: question;: thore was tho question.of the Stalinist: doyiotien from~tho> - -
Bolshevik strugglo azainet the imporinlist war, thore wae -tho Chinase Hoyoiuntiow,
Gormen Fasolsn, tho Pepular Front:in.Frence, -the Spanish; qucstion: (whichipre=.. .
duced ‘e longthy pstphlet by -Morrow), 4ho Moscow:Prialdy. -Thoso worbisuy thoorot-
ierl’ stook-in-trade.from 1928-38./ 1In’ thode o Lived’ amd thonght: endihad: our < -
being, But with the turn to thd masséé: $heso havo boon 'more or-loss! abondonéd...
oxcept -ingofar o wo. mako the baroly notoseary adapbions.’ But! othorwiso we. =’
live ih whet mey- bo remgonsbly doserided as £ sort: of theorotlead vecuum. ) - &
- In Buropo todky that dis hot'sse  Marg of the ‘old probloms still rdmpini end are
for them urgent. But' ths thooroticnl necompanijont of the }zipe‘r.:-ifi{:': furn: that

we have’ mado simply doos’not oxtaets -

O
S ;

That ie why tho DArty talks of oducation tut dods’ notning ebout it

That is vhyLebot hotion iz as-it L' 0 o T L

o et . .

. _Thot 4 why tho barty as = vhole vhilo vory sntisfiod With tho pepor
in goneral yot fobly thaot” scio thing mora is noodods - vov T

. That 4% why resolutions ero passod £or morc socieiii 1n’ the papos
and rothing iz dono. Tho translation of Bolshovienm, of Uorkipn’ into. tormy -+ -
sultablo.for broed messos of tho American pooplo prosceds, i st all,. ompirical-
1y and’ wvithout any tenogiols nlans And this doficlonoy on our part wo rafion-
elize into:a thoory thet the Arigripan” neesce must roech the atego’sf bolhg ~ "
class ‘conscious boforo thoy nre roody to sesopt tho dectrinos of Bolontifie =
wooinlisne This ‘i not only contrery to tho oxporioches of previeul' Marxist

.
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organigations in the United States. Ne cannot ey that becanae we have not’
nade the attempt, It mugt be repeated and reveated over and over again: we
vare not tvying to §o'this in the best days of .the old'ﬂ'rotslqrita‘moramgnt..
A1 such comparisecha can serve only to mislead us. -
T e ¥e uilding on Ametican verty) == e
Look &t the 11ist of Yooks ‘advertised by Labor' Action Book Sertice. It
1s in 1984 & curiosity. , There is a bool- by Rocheater "Lenin on the Agrarian
Question," 'Simons heg an old. pomphlét "Class Strugslé in Ameries," Shachtman
hei' & '5¢ pampblet on Jost-Plus, Gates: ené on Indentive Pay. and Iwid.a 10¢ .
pamphlet, on Plenty £or All.' For the rest, 1t ig Merx to Fugelman, Lendn -on
the Threatening Gatastrophe, Trotsiy on Vhithe France, Pleltharitv on Anarchism
and. Socialfon, Katitsky on Bthips snd Nosring on the Britigh Geméral Strike, and
. some 'slxty volumos of the game type. The ilBY INTER¥ATIOMAL is today s roflestion
end a very ‘poor refloction of the booke on this iist (that T shall’ doal with
lator). ‘But that 1e.wheis we s¥end. To belicvo that we can build s mase party
on guch fdre 1s'a migtoke, I repeats I am not prepared to say thet if there had
been a change here 4n 1942akl, wa'yould Kave recruited nunbers of vorkers, -
Dub T @ay without iny Teservatlons whabovor that uless thoro s a blanned, nye-
tomatic, methddicnl-but ‘eatic atthomt ati’ reoriontation, the - soelel cristg-
will' pass We''bye, | LABOH ACTION ! is, thareféro, & papor’ of & party, yhich. hag |- .

P

_nade, a sharp turn ﬁé"thé;'rgﬁéiiﬁpp‘qﬁasg LN i the {ntonticn of - bullding &n’
Amgrien Gnrty fron”the” griunl p,. , Byt tho | tHoorstl
"Bidropoan”: thosroficdl squlpment’ whish' ua ho Gommod hardtden of the |
"ri‘- !mll LA L S ,.--..4. s oo - l-\.--_- --- ' P

iqt teal'gquipmont of tho perty ,'A




Qur Problem

This is our problem. If it is not there, there 18 no proy-
lem and r1ll we have to do 13 to go on working in the upions and
hope for the best, blaming history if we do not succeed.

Lot it be said at once that the orientation which we began
in 1942 must be c¢ontinued. Propagandlst sect though we are. (and
any group which cannot effectively mdve magsses in its own name,
is a propaganda sect) our place is in the union movenisnt with the
great masses. C(ne of the great weaknesses,of the Eurdpean Trot-
skyite movement was that it would not get to the masses at the
point of production but functioned among them, where it did; almost
exclusively in the mass political organizations of the magges im .
the United States. Still more important,.and this is a historical
development of profound sociellst significance, oven before World
Wer 1I, there wes noticeablg a powerful tendency towards drawing-
together of the trade unlon and politioal organizatiions of the.
workers,. In the U.S., this most capitalistic of a1l countries, .
this hitherto Europem . tendency seame likely to. attain its com-
pletest development. 'Inside. the uhion movemént,. the American work-
ing clags is 1living the. intenge political 1ife -of the times and.
the American political movement 1s likely to . bs tied to theé unlon:. -
movement from the very start in an indisseluble bond.  Thus, in " -
the U,8,, in papticular, our pluce is in the union movemeni as the
basis for our political action. o ‘

Secondly, in the next stage there musi be no basic change in

- attitude towards the CP or any other Eartg at_present on the hori-
zon. 1he CP today Off6rs us an example of & party that 18 supreme-

Iy well-educated for it8 own purposes. It can hold a meeting with
18,000 people in one month, opposing the imperialist war and have
the same people the next month supporting it. This is neither

- miracle nor Stupidity. The party.is educated with the preservation
of the Soviet Union as its basis. These actions and changes are
therefomr perfectly intelligible to the members and sympathizers.

A party like ours wlll waste its time trying to break through that.
Furthermore we shall attract other parties . by strength. Our rosd
continues to be the American workers. Our aim tontinues to bs to
lay the foundations of & mass party from the ground up.

Here let ug get the word "mass" »ight. A mass paper in ordl-
nery terms le a paper which moves masses. Any opganization which
can publish such a paper educates and attracts not only by soncrete
sation but by the means that its size and strength places at its
disposal. But we have to define our terms carefully., If we dis-
tribute 25,000 coples a week, then we are meating, for us, masses,.
Purthermore our whole orientation now in the paper 1s not towards
the edvanced few or aven those politically educated workers who
form the left-wing of a European Social-Domocracy.  We today, on an
extremely narrcw bese, are attempting to educate and draw together
& few thousand workers whom we expect to be driven toward reveolu-
tionary perspectives by the developing social crisis snd our edu-
cation. It is a very highly specialized situation; a country ripe
royp gocialisem, a working class in & highly charged end explosive
rational and international situation, but without even the educa~
tion that is given by the political practive of a mass reformist
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party. Finally, there is another party, the Communist’ Party, repre- -
senting Bolshevism. in the eyés of the madses, ‘pughing them ag hard . -
as it can back into bourgeois-democratic illuaslons, perverting and - -
distorting all the fundamentals of Marsism and skimming off the cream
of the revelutionary workers as thay emerge from the broad maases,
These dre the conditions under which we work, and everyone of them
merely intensifies the importance of LAROR ACTION as a papsr teaching

{arxism to the Americen workers.

It must be understood at once that changing LABOR. ACTION 18.no .
work of a day or of a year, No cure-all is being proposed, no 1list -
of erticles and people t0 write them or columns in iue prese Dy .. -
qualified persons, no technical solutions to "solvel'the party prob-
lem. It is a problem of &-icmg-range policy, to be discussed inzide
and outside the periy, a tenfative plan. systematicelly and methodi-"
cally worked-out by triai and erpor but with a clear consclousnces”

of the alm. Some of these ideas I have placed very briefly before _
the Political Committee nearly a year ego. Othera zhich will follow

I sketched also in outline at a cltyswide meeting preparatory to the

last convention which discussed the American scene, .

FAR‘I‘sI:I.'!'-.‘l"he"'ﬁéﬁié'éhfﬁétionf'dfl'Béish'a:irisni TR .

To Bolshevize America it 1S rnedeSiary vo Amepidinize Bolshetism,

3 Lime 1o begin.., But we, -90gin. by . writing some articles
in L.A. about the ;Bolshevik and MenShevik: struggle in 1903 s trying
to make the readers "party-mindéd" by deseribing what ouy five come -
rades in X did-or the.seven.in Y nearly .4id. No. .We bezlin.by getting
a theoretical orientation énd bagis, ...fﬂfothi_ng,‘cari‘.bbi_mdref nisleading
vhan the idea that Americsnization meansa seeking histoprical 'examples
of revolutlonary:American parfies and American heroes. of labor with

which to."inspire” the American-workers and geagon oir journalists,

' Every great-revolution 1s a triuly nhtichal nevelution, in that
it reprevssnts. not.only.the. historic but the Ammediate interests of
- *he nation and is wmecognized as such, . But every party which leads
' @uch a revolution is also a national’ party rooted An'the eéonomic
and social 1ife, history and treditions. of -the hation,. Ita.own . =
clags ldeology. 18 cast. in the. national mould and 15 4n integral part
of the national soclal structure, In niy article on Slaney Hook . 770
(signed -AAB, July, October.1943 N.I.). I tried to show how tvuly .- ' ..
Rusgian and ‘national .was.-Lenin. the greatest intgrnatiorialist of ¥he .
age. 'The Bolshewik Party, was the :same. . And we shall gee;,. it was .go-
from its very-begloning.™ .. . ..l hh LU et
The WiP, 18 not that. -'Tt. 18 a long, Tong way. from that. It hag™ |
gul to turn 1ts head -An that ‘direction. . .4 huge .Lask if iever thers . ‘_
was ons, calling for theorsticel and practical ‘eniergy of @ high order, -

Ag usual, ‘our only model is Lanln, 'the leadser of the ‘only efféct-
ive Bolshevik party which history has, known, and 1ike the one’ we' aim .
e, built from the ground up., . . O

Lenin 'spent six years.in pr_'epgra‘t:i'p‘n_;f‘qr. hia task, mdstering ", .
the volimea qr:'qag:tal that had appearsd; Aut,i:ming',:-f)épcﬁ.‘" He = "7 "
irrived in Petersburg in 1894 and Trom'that time’ té 1914 his lire's @
7ork wes Lo tranclate Marxiam lnto Russian terms” for the.Russgian - -

l‘.;_, .-l;.;:-"' 1
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people. Tha Rusgian revolutionary movement had a long tradition
behind 1t, Herzen, Belinsky, Chernysh0vsky, men famous in the revé-
lutionary movement and in Russian literature as a wholae.. Dsnin:took
care to puild on that tradition. - His method of ‘doing H0 Was todo
for his generatﬁgn what they did for theirs, teaching-Marxigi to the -
Socigl-Democra Party and the Russian peOple 1n apacious terms. L
Here is a rough summary of his work. ' S ) '

(1) The most thorough exposition of theoretical Historical
Materialism that exists 1s his long reply to Narcdnik falsification
of Marxist theory. In Vol. XI of his Selected Works, extracts’ from
this study fill nesarly 200 pages. It ig dated 1894, 18 probably:
his first major work, is couched kn Russian teims aud 15 unsuppassed

s

to this day.‘ _ S L : SRR . i

(2) His coutrove"sv with the Narodnil on the future develop—
ment of Russian oapitalism fil3a volumés, In the course of 1t, -he--
made contributions t'o the analysis of GAPTTAL which remain foi- the
.most part unknown' ahd far less understood’ in Weatern Europe and -
America. Yet it was Marxism applied striutly to tha Rusaia1 economy. :

{(3) He wrote Th? D“VELOP"“NT Or Cﬂ?ITnLIS Ixn. RUS&In, a book
of many hundreds of pages.- It wiés' a’ diract application’of the. most,"
abstract Marxian economy thEO“y to_Husaia.,, - .

(4} 'His vork on papty bnilding, WAL IS B B TONEY ) Ru"aian,
1n<:onception end executiou, Marxi st olasaic though it 13.}*3”3

- PRI I

B (5) His special work on ‘thé Agrqrian Quaationinlhssia stands
: .—saxlane._= It is a maaterpiece of Marxism, but on Ruasia.'}j v

- {8y His study ‘of American agriculture, made iﬁ"1913,
que masterpiece. ‘He d1d 1t eppelally to 1llustrate ceptiain aSpects

of the problem af Ruasian ugriculture. Y SN
2 a ey s ':5"\,

A
EYR

It 1s on’ . ohis that the Rusaian Social—Democratic movement lived.-
These waprs .the theoretica1~and propagandist foundationa ‘of “the “party.
This was the work that ' guided the agitational prees ‘of 'Bolaleviam, -
The Bolshevik Party was rcoted In the datho-day work, iy indugtrial
and masd struggled to a de ree 'compared to ‘which our modest: efforts
can claim comparison only, goo& intentiohay Only-an armor-plated'
ignorance ‘sould think of ‘the - olshevik leater ‘as’ anything elag but’
an gdvocate of" meas activity. ‘But "as a- leader-he conaidared'it?his
sgecial tagk to provide thosethousands of parbty leaders, propagan-'

sts and agitators with material and method by ¥which' they ‘could
educate, themselves &nd others, In this way, ss Trotsky says, he alao
educated himselfs ’This wds no work of an exilel '::L/ 'be AR «From “the
day he ceme to" Petersburg, writing laaflets “about: ‘cordi 1ona-1n - T
faotory, reading' CAPLTAL -to small‘g¢ircles’ of ‘Rigalan workmens " In"ris
sropagandiot 7nnb.he wag nakedly. unashamedly, and belligerently
theorctical.. / In’ his:atudy of ‘the 'development - Of 'CAPITAL in Rissia,
1. prefiked an essay on Marx's achriomic’ thecry so ‘as not Lo have
to refer to the theory too often in the texty” whish nevepthsless 1s
gacked with quotations from GAPITAL. This was the Lepiniat method, _
t is the.only mathoa for buildihg a Bolshevik partyc~-1t 18- the -
only way bo cthat bouﬂgapis idgologys’, It''was ‘necessdry: 1n’ﬂhsaia -
ity yaarﬁ agoh where 1arge aeotions of tHe population were‘- 'Mﬂ fgﬁi

3 " [N U S 51r-
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permeated by hostility to Tssrism and the exlsting reglme and whepé

8 long.line of great writers had influenced and developed the rewvo-
lutionary tradition: Furthermere, in the ninetles Marxism swept
Russia. Marxist books were beat-sellers. Compare the modern United
States, the most bourgecis couniry in the world where the workers

are permeated with bourgeois ideology. Isn't it clear that we today
need to begln this work? ‘ Isn't it clear that without it the party
cannot even begin to bscome a mass Americen Party? How ridiculous
it would have been if Lenin had been teld that the articles about
unions in the ISKRA were teaching the Russian workers Marxisam.

And we?

Let the reader now look at the list of pamphlets, brochures, eto.
published by the Ploneer, Publighers in the old days, from the DRAFT .
PROGRAM OF THE COMMINTERN, ‘GERMANY WHAT NEXT, THE CHINESE .REVOLUTION,
THE. SPANISY REVOIUTION IN-BANGER. WHITHER FRANGE| etc, etc. and the -
corresponding articles insthe. New Intérnationmal. That wad ons. perlod,

~ one party, .ailmin% at one group,of.workebs and‘contacts, We have
made a big turn to -theé masses, . But in oup theoreblicsal .conceptions
arid -our practice. how vast-is ths différence: ':The great:danger-is
that we 8hall just say-"W#ell, let. X writs o pamphilet,-or ¥ write
two. - Then,when We.get some mors forces wa shall-write gome more."
That approaohzia!ra;se“tp;thq.cora,%empiricaij'su@brﬂicial“andfk
positive obstacls in the progress and development of the:party. We .
"shall-not get very far that way. . he B

1 ! L. g

AMERIGAN. OR NOTHING * + 5 .. ... i i v i e
_ " The more we coijsider this question the more’ws. can 566 the
special character of the problem with which we ere faced in the
United States. - R T S e
The clagsics of Marxism aréuEﬁrépéanwihgbrl%ip and -content.. .

" They regulrs. mopye than fn ordinary knowledge or opesn history and
-particuléarly By -an Americen workers . In the 19£8-38 days it 4id nob
~matter much:where we began.with the ppmmuniap:Par&yfmemhérsnand:the 'y
radicels, . Today when we have to-give' a-class or a:-piece of litvera-.
ture to a. contact, we: begin pephaps-qithfﬁhé.CQMHUNISP;HANIFESTO.- .
‘For us who. alm at becoming.'a mass party this 'in.five casey ocut;of
8ix is enomalous and will increaaingly became “so,’ Every .Europsan =
"worker.of today who reads the COMMUNIST MANIFESTG with his European -
experiences, his school studies end the dally 1ife ‘around him, social,
political, literary end artistic, at onoce experiences =a tremendous
i1lumination that has solid concrpte associations, A French worker
#ho reads CLASS STRUGGLES IN. FRANCE, THE 18TH BRUMAIRE. or THE. CIVIL
VAR IN FRANCE; a German worker, who reads REVOLUTION AND- COUNTER-REVO-
IJUTION, .Or THE PEASANT WAR IN-GERMANY, finds the history of his own
sountry, mede signifiocaht for ‘him. as never Yeforse. CAPITA 18 not
only 'a siudy of apatract capitalism. .It i3 the higtory ot English
sapltaligt . development and - there 18 no finer introdustion to ‘the - 7
‘history of. Oregt Britain.: The .lest ssction on. Primitive Accumuletion -
is the historicsl garment.of the logleal qapitdlistic deyelopment ' ~
© +.5f Wastern Europe,., Fop-the average .Ameiican worker these books as a -
beginning,are. alien. - Doubtless .1f .he rudde one he-1s impresked with -
1t8.pover end brilliance.and learns somethlng:’ But what they csnnot |

L . N B . ' : .—ll . . L .4
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.give to him-in gufficient measure-is that sense of reality of the
development of his own country, that feeling that in addition to the
daily class. struggle, he 1s-part.or:something‘beyond'hrmsdlf“that,18
the beginning of theoretical Bolshevism and the rejectlion of bourgeols
ideology. Such historical dats, knowledge, general reading, social
¢xperiences as he has; the structure in which his theoretical :
experisnces must.grow are American. We have to begin now, not té
write a few pamphlets but to bulld up the Americen counterparts of
the COMMUNIST MANIFESIO,,THE EIGHTEENTH BRUMAIRE, and perhaps even
more importent, the American counterpart of WHAT IS TO BE IONE. We
do not walt until we become & lsrge party to do these things. This
is the way to prepare ourselves and all our supporters for the gain- .
ing of forces snd the bullding of the revolutionary perty. I 1n e
time. among our efforts, we can manage at last to get one such golid
pefiphlet that does for United States history or. the development of
the labor movement .or gny such topic what  thede pamphlets do for
Europe, and cgtch gome. of their'spirit,-We_have.the_possibility;“not'
_.enly of . immediate response but, in time, of reaching an ever-widening
¢circls of conpretc rewards.- This is precisely what Ienin get-out to -
Ao with & grandeurn, breadth and vision that are astonishing even af-
rer yeara of famillarity.’ In every field.he posed proletarisn ' o
1deology”agq1nst.bogrgeois.ideqlogy;. It is Impossible ‘to build an-~ -
Amq;ican:mass_par%y?mith our.g?bpaganda;conaistingTot'Marxfbn:“- s
France anddenMany,;Laniﬁ'pn; ugsia and Twotsky on Stalinismeand - 77
8pain, rupplement.ed.by the present LABOR ACTION. It 1g impoasible "7
for.  nunber of average workers to become Bolsheviks tnless on-the - -
hesis of some systematlc penetration into American development. . .
Good Stallnists, yes. Good Trotskyites in the old days < the very "
»1d days? Perhaps but todsy, for what we are doing, NO. That is
e first point. The .ggcond 15_less:eabyltbﬂgrhsﬁ‘but‘mbreﬁimpﬁb-
tant 1n'tpe'1bpgﬂrun."For.theﬁimpliphtions,or‘thisiOrieﬁtaﬁioq'gdh*”ﬁ
-ueh much deeper. Not only do raw workers need this Américenifation.:
The party members from the highest to the lowest need it also., No -
(ne has any gerious grasp:of Marx Am, can hendls th | ‘
}ﬁach;iﬁ.unlesaﬁhq.ia,.1nudccordancexw1th'his capabilities andi-s Vo
tprortunities, ' an exponent-of it.in rela on to the soclal:Life‘and: -
HaveIopmeni.qpopnduhim.-fﬁhe dialeqtical-prbgression,:theﬁvaricumi'fTv-

staged of .devalopmont, the - relatiQn-betwéengtheiaconpmic:hasiaiahdf‘
thq’huﬁansyrﬁptuns,;hiatqry, econdmicgiﬁn&uphrldsophy;‘ailgtha PR
principlss.and.dostrines of Masxism wq?a-étnhvaﬂ*rrdmfa:pfofouhd-aqd-;
glgantic gtudy.by 1ts founders of Eupdpean history, of-funopgan O
politics, of European literature, of Huropean philosophys ' The prin='
oiples have universal application. . But to the extent that the. condl-
'tions fnom which..they wene drawn sre not famildier to' the Marxzists,
they- remain to o greater or less degroe abstract, with infinite'
ﬁo;entialitiea‘ror.confusion @nd migehief. Either the would-be '
arxist must have some ' serious knowledge of European history-in-its
wroadest. sanag, condtantly, reneped, ampiified end. developed, or .Lhe -
principles of the doctrine mustshawe been -incorporated), worked ‘over,
and made .to live egain in & study of ‘the economie structuré; soclal -
development,dﬂabory._11tengture-and'lire'pf‘ﬂhe gountry'with which " °
Ye has been many yssrs familiar. Only then is he on the road to" ' -
becoming. s gerioud -exponent and contributor to the dostrines - In'faat.
and,. in-truth-only until. one has dug the principles of Marxism for . - . .
himself out of:-his own femiliar surroundings:‘and the;r!historical T
past, that the Marxiam of Marx ard Engels;’ lenin-or Tproteky -end the
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tion. |INot only is this eos It would be & mirecle if 1t wers not so,
Not ‘onXy Ls it so for analysis; for propeganda or for agitation., It
is, sbstracted from the question of personality, the basls of Socia-
list confidence and Bolshevik morsle; The Bolsheylk— :

must be the_core—of-those_who may come to us. the capacity to stand
all regeures; must_be-rooted in g deap; wrich, widg ctenoept—of Amer-
tﬁpnmdgvelopment; the masses may not need 1t. " Bt~ for_the party
@adresiof this perisd it 15 ve.—To-the degree that we can
teach this to messes, we develop and reinforce the hostility to
Americen bourgeois society which is the objective result of capital-
ism in this stage of fts development., Proletarian ideclogy 1s mnot
merely a matter or’théoretigﬂr analysis. It 13 the weapon and armory
with vhich we must afi =nd surround the American working olags and
particular}y those who face the enormous taskB'OOnfrontfng us in the
present periocd., Unless it 13 'rooted in the American environment anhd -
in such temms ss the American worker can grasp, we caxnot Jift them
above the ingtinctive class struggle, sharp as that will inevitably
become, Isn't this what Lenin meant’ by the gocialiat ‘conaclousness
which ‘the party carries to the working class? .0

THE PROOF IS IN THE PRACTICE

If the above-is & representation of the actual sltvation:and the
.needs .qf  the time; then'a careful- examination of ourselves must .show .
not. only Lheqlabk.bub.the-movement~tqwardsarepair1ng*it% “The paprty
18 small and it is not difficult to'get some:idea:of -along:what lines
the members think. ‘Since the birth of the Workers Party we hsve had.

- two conventions. -The first was_3n<1921) and was .conosrned mainly with .
the -new- orientation towaprds actories.” The members felt.that here at -
last wasl a.change from the'( 8-‘-‘.’;2," getivity, The membership, the .
older membership in particular;- 8-sceptical of talk and promisss. -

It wanted 'reszults, he ‘high point.of the ¢convention.was the appsar-
enca.of the comrades .from MisSouri. It created enthusiasm and prod-. :
uced:on the gpot &- substantial sum. -The -eppearance of these workers
syriiolized the-direct .contact withﬁ$he‘proletariab{whichgwap‘thewaim-
and need of our movement. -‘We met again in convention two years later., -
Once mérs the ‘convention ‘was nioved to.a spontarneous:defiongiration, -

this:time by: the:documerit by Lund-'on the very nuestion’ that ig dealt : -
with heries- ‘Whenconventioris of‘revoluticnaries berave in-that way -
they.expresaydeép~gding-currents-ﬁﬁtton1y~in-thé‘pagtyfbutrin.the-2;:“
working ‘clags movement. The thing is ' toanalyse:them and ‘geq ‘theip
Bign.ifi(}gncea O '- .-__ ,‘ FEETH . : .-,_ :4 ‘ Lo L !. P . _l].._—-l_;- et
- Firat of a1l), it 18 obvious 'that in 1t8 title Lund's document = -
has 1itfle .1ln .common with the ideas ‘presented here:: ‘He meems to think
that "1t..13 a problem of attitude, of ‘journalistic method’, of.seeking
"inspiration",” But it ia to Lund's .credit’ that' he' sees the problem -
-4nd “hedat least found time to give one' exemplification of what he
maang: in-the. pamphlet "Plentf-forjAllP; "‘Fopr once. a problem is seen N
at all, it’'is usually acted .upon, whitever the difficultiss, s T

+ v

ramouaU:uropean Marxists truly stand out in theip universal epplioca~ .

b .

Yot the aignificence of the convention demonstration was that it
reflected the needs ‘of members wheo wore in industry, were .conoerned
"with_ the-progress-of the party in industry and wers- looking for: ways -
ind means- to bulld the party deeper into ‘1nduatry and reap vewerds in
Induetdy. In this respect the convention morelycarried to its

\ | . 518




rin16-

conclusion s sgntiment which had been.'confused but clear hnoﬁgh.at
the Cleveland Fonference of Active Workers. ‘ /

It 1s now posgible to summarize the party davelopmant in bhe . 7
minds and actions of the membership.

P

The new 1ndustrial orientstion 18 and must remain the lite-
b1ood of the party. o

2. The new LABOR ACTION is a vast improvement on the old Trot-
skylte papers. {Not for the reasons usually given, as I have inaisted
all through thls document but bedause we are attempting what they g
- .never attempted. Loging siﬁpt of this distinction 1s part of the
reason for -Sur woakingSS.) 1he new type of paper that Laktor Action |
i3 must form the basis and the substantial basjs of any proposed cr-

ientation.

. 3¢ But at the:same time the. mambers recognize that something
more is needed. This is che perpetual cry for "more Socialism In-
the paper', .

4, Cleerly sllied- with the above is Ahe. demend’ for more:educa~:.
tion. The membershlp 1s desply aware of thée necesalty of being edu-
‘eatéd, and 1t must be remembered that.-this membership-i3 grappling
with -the:problem of s the  American working -cless and, that: therefora’ 1ts
conception of sducation iz not -abstract theories but of eaucation to
make" 1t more competent for the tasks 1n which 1t is engaged. PORRTERNTS

: The membership reels (a) that 1t is time that. the party
began to recruit ‘mére mémbers;s (b)-that 1t 15 -difficult -4 to: 1nbegrete'*
the raw-workers whom we' get into the exihting party. "%:

: Such has beennthe development of-the Wﬁrkera Party.
watoh thia development Wweé - dan see-hhaty'smaxl TA9 WEeUANe We are mere-?
1y reflecting in & ephiscious™and’ crnattve enner;:.as:.befits rigvolu=
+ionAries, the- devel&pmenu -0f-the, American working.ciaasniﬂselt.f**n'

Nidmee at " T3 ORI $41H R Tal

After theufirstvoubburst which resulted in~the,femmation(of‘the
CIO:we had g temporary.lull.w But’ with.thd é&piﬂalisticmpvqpanation
for the Eiropear-wai-the! Amefiqan.werklng ¢1la8s;ag Been drivén tow .'
wardd ‘the . expanaion and»bhenrécognition ‘oft the: 'a6otal . imporbance Oft
organized labor.t. -In thé: Amepdoan - presd i genararland in ‘the . 11terh
sture issued by labor we find this repidly growing conselousness of: ui
the importance - of American labor as a force in American soclety.

With this growth,.we Have dn lncreasing condciousness ,on the part of
labhor that; aomething more :18: needed -than- the ‘industrial; stiugple, a
consclousness that:-ig reflacted in tha ‘PiA.Ce » Finally,-all- oven. tna
country: and mosbunobideablm emong: ‘fhe ;soldiers in- theﬂanmy thare; dg: "
the growing- conscfousnéss.-that, more education, isnneeded,(not merely
education for. a battén jobsbut Specifically.’ kndwledge ‘of; Ambrican
history and 'Knowledge: of :the -world ebroad-in ‘order that: they may-._-"'
understand the vast social develogments of the time. i

, ‘—\ S l. N

Thua, when the members say that we want ‘mope: : "SOcialiam".tn the
paper ‘and ‘mord: education ‘and mist find'd' way-of: intagratfng raw: work-," \
ors into the kind“ ol party-that we are; theéy-are dsmanding somé- ‘theo-:
reticel orientgtior, materiel,. and atm&sphere’ which.will asaisgt them |
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to eupglement the work which they are doing emong the Americen masses.
Since 1940 the party leaders agree on this at all plenums, conven-
tions and conferences: et we remain apparantly impotent. Everyone
rocognizes that articlés ‘about the happy life to -come in the future
socialist Ameprica are nonsensical. More is needed. ' But what, that

i3 the question. !

‘ The reason for this is that the problem has not been geen in its
full goope and depth. This, then, 13 the essence of the question.

Every principle and pract;ce of Bolshevism has to be. transiated ..
intc.American terms. Hintorical materislism, the Marxiam eponomic
analysis, the role of the party, the relation between democracy and -
socialism, the-reistion between the iLrade union and the party, relform-,
15ty and revolution, the role of Socisl~Democracy, the theory of the
state, the inevitability of soclalism, every single one ¢f these san
be taught, deweloped, demonstrated from the American egonomic, social
and political developmsnt.,» Thé americen Revolution, the Civil War,
the Knights of Labopr, the Populist Movement, the Bouthern sconomy,
the . tremendous history of the CIO; the development of the two major:
parties; the politichl and social contributiona ‘of Paine, -Jefferson;
the Wildon Administiation, the-New Dedl, the NRA, the:-Amerigait dollar
civilization, the rise and, K decline of the Anmerican: Sécialiut Party, -

. ene’ Debs, John L, Lewis, ‘the; Marxist analyeia of all’ +this is +he
material of our, education, of our propagandsa,- of ‘the: creation of &
Bolshevirm which'will break a'path for us 'to the Americsn masses.:
Tiie 1d2as and principles of ‘Marxism must' be boldly and uncompramiac-l.
ingly presented to the American workers. The. great huropaan classlics,
must be ussd, not only for their om sake, but &3 a means of explain~
ing the American-development, With such .a party, we:shall not only
be able to educate ocur members end -give to those with whoim we oome
in contact what they will increasingly be looking for.,. On the. basis
of our mass work, when they come to u3, they will be eble-to:feel -~
that they belong to us, This is 'not only a necessary and 1mpsrative
supplement. to our work. It is our special contribution to' the Amer-'
ican labor movement. The two complement esclhi other to compiete.what -
is known az salentific socialism. 3&f one aspect is:ignored; neglec-.
ted or'superficially doalt with, then the other smsumes an. uncheokcd .
momsntum of 1ta own and does net even bring the- rewarda which ‘the -

efrorts lead us to axpect. S ] L R
PART III: 'I'FE NEﬂ INTERNATIONAL oo : " s

I am proposing no immediate cure- all, no paﬂant medlcine to
bring immediate resulis,. Revolutionsry: parties are.not built that
way., They are built by hard thinking and herd work, snd hard think-
tng comes .first. Therefors, at the center of the proposed recriente~

on must bs the NEW INTERNATIONAL, the thecratical: journal of the- »
rarty. The transformation of LABOR ACTION idtd a. ‘direct preacruiting
sgont, %0 recruit in accordance with the necessgities of ths time, -
and the reorientation of a mass propaganda must begin With the jour-
nal, We have to see, therefors,. what {t was, ‘what 1t. isy and #hat
1t muet be. The journal is now teon ¥ arg old, ‘and, in "accopdance
with the methods used herin and the ideas expressed, we must geer it
in the light of the historical davelopnent of the Trotakyibe movement.

v,
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. - Betwesn 1934 and 1938, it was & _powerful:and -influential_orgén.
From a strictly journalistic point of view its editing was.alwayg ™
slipshed, but 1t always had. the first.necessity of a magazine, one
etrong central current and -in ita later years, one minor one. gThe'cen—
tral current was Trotcky's writings on the international situation, .
and particularly, though not mainly; on the Rugsiaen ‘questicn, Inside
and outside- of the paper he wrote with a regard for method, a compre-
honsiveness #f knowledge and axperisnce and a tanacity of purpose
which' forméd the intellectual and often the -editorial axes of -the paper,
From various parts of th¥ world comredes who wanted to write found y
1@eeas8, Information, hints. and.4indications which could .be worked up; s
often ‘even phrases which-¢duld bé borrowed. Not only articles;‘sgeech—
es, courses drew from that inexhsustible source. To write s pamphlet
wag -simpligity 1tseifs ‘A whole volume. of 450 pages wag written mainly
on Trotsky's-writings &s basis (Worild REVOIutiOn?i Igadcs' THE CHINESE
REVOLUTION directly -and ‘fndirectly ceme from Trotsky. It is. fashion- -
able today to-say that we merely repeated his viewshy That is true and
. heé&its wealnessges. . The present writer. however, cen try to sum up |,
what he is trying to_say -about -the period in which we iive.in terms of'"
his own expprience or;tgé 1928~-38 peripd. When'he joihed the movement |
he rewmd a body’'of ideas,.a mass of pampliats 'and brdchurses, one incom--:
parable masverpiece, -the: HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION, with’ its -
vclﬁablefappendiqas,rgqon}anbthbr:vplume,;TﬁE‘3E?OLUTION'BETRA!ED;:pnd;;
a constant;stneam'of-artiqgeﬁl-éllhwpittén:wishfﬁncqrtaihmpﬁﬁpb?eiﬁ?;ﬁh;.
the highaat-inteéﬁity-and_sgnipusness;.withiﬁct'gp;atpmfpf;empificiamvf‘.
or_WritiHS'dUWﬁQL.Onbcwenﬂfforth}tq_dOith@:pa?t19glﬁf"b“tt13n°fr?h9$? '
days confident and fully;aﬁméda‘,,ha&gwgg,the‘sogrcejpﬁ:the;qtrgpggh””
of the NEW INTERNATIONAL. If, inzthe;ne;ﬁ,pwopyeargj~gorhour;pﬁrpoge
today we'do one-guarter as.well and cur people can .read:and educate™;
themselves:on.our materiel in the why ¥e:aid on Trotsky's,.thenihale
our battle is won.and with that; on the one hand; and our, mess work b .
the othép, LABOR ACTION and the-1n§1v1dualﬂm¢mber‘will-he;fg#cégfto;be:,
reckoned withe - . . . A S e e

‘Trotsky 'alse. wrote and inspiped articles.on generali topicés;.8uch . |
‘a8 the introduction:'tec the COMMUNIST MANIFESTO," publlshed .in South. . .

Africa; anlabticleron”Engels;~aygeneralﬁartiglaqux11teratupeﬂwhgcﬁ.J'Q?
appearedcin-PARTISAN\$EEIEW.;,He&inspired;diractlyqother;ay@;c;ab.%JIt o

15 to be ncted:-that Trotsky-never wroté a.single ertidle or. ‘the- United., ,
‘States, Hfs, introduction to LIVING. THOUGHIS i¢ .a very.broad. applica-. ;.

tion of thé theory of Marx to famillar statistics and other phenomera,

3L U, Se capitalism. He naver wrote on the- Negro-.questlone  He said.. ..

*hat he did not heve the material necegdapy slihough he had a mass ‘of---
.documenta, memoranday:statistical material .etc. gent to.him by comrades

end friandSa:ins-speoial;fieldzwéq (;)~thg{_Apqgiiipnupf;thefphinéiz.w4

ples of ‘the -First Foir Congresses and.(2) Rwssia, ... . .. . -“ ™

, For the.period, for the sudisnce we aimed.at, it was exactly whet *
#88 required, despite whatever -critiolsms mey be mads in. det£1l, 'This .

€nd the .work it inepired made the .magazine and trained writers and' - 7

bropegendiats, L , e T oL T

The second trend, a minor one .but neverthéless distinctive enough .

‘o be .noted, was Burnham's writings on the American question,: They ...

ware a new depapture, consiatently done and distinctive in the NEW . o

INTERNATIONAL: Mac-donald, a first-claas Journalist, typlcally Ameri-
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can, and Novack, with a real intersst in and some knowledge of Ameri-
can history, showed possibllities, - o S
Trotsky might not write about certain problems, ~ He was keanly A
aware of them fer he knew how parties are.built. He inspired Novack
to write on the Civil War, he insisted that Burnham anawer Max Eagtman,
he continually and even impatlently esked for ariicles on dlalectical
materialism., But these were subordinate to the main general line--the
exposition of the prineiples of the PFirst Four Congresses:

In 1940 came the split. And since that time the magszine has
steadily declined.* It lost Trolsky, the source of theory and ideas, |,
It 'lost Burmhom, Mscdonald aend. Novack, who, despite sl} thetr weakneg-
-5e8, formed an Americanr team who.complemented sach other, - But worse -
of all, it lost = sense of direction. For a time it was difficult
encugh:-to fill its pages, bhit even now when there 1s too much material
1t Is Impossible to work out what the megazine is aiming at in theor-
etical -education. Wwn analysis of articles 1s ‘here and ‘at this timér
out of place, But: to this writer, the magazine at present geems to be
organized on-the ‘following basiss - . =0 oL I R

)

7*1;' éaféh:dfgpﬁ;wﬁbbébméiﬁ ﬁufp&ée‘ia-étbackihg;the'Cannon1£95'¥{~

ssema-preocoupled with.the proving of ac¢case--1h naprow termss: . Ih’
‘particular, thers. are réeprinted archives:from all. perieds-whichivery. -
few readenrs are able to place ln context. 'For these'to be:of.real t -
‘'value, "these would require still more mountains of ‘material as: anndte~" .
tion. PP - .»_,.__: S ', B L TR s - T K T s P
. r@2. éxposure ‘of ‘the aims*of Stalintam'in. Europe, donelin-éonarets.;
agitationdl terms by warning that Russia plans to rule over labor, -stey

.:: Aptdcles, editortals, archives,: before ‘the: conveation and: after, - -

Al " [ )

Y - P . e il . P ST _f:-;.‘_—,;frl:v_n_-.'

ete, ' .
‘continudtion 1n. the “Archives

‘e
1

. LY - . R T T mem Tt .
. agh [ ] P . PRSI WL HO _J‘ .>'_ - ..L. . . /.
) ‘of the ‘old .Trotsky-Stalin contro-

e
e
ALY 30',
L
i~

lV'eI'S-Y- AR o _
L h i bt ot afbiee 3n visted bt 15 hion 30 28

. impessible to discover,any orientation. Y o

“ ot oy

v ! . . FIC .

) This i3 no question of "lack of forces", FPorces f£ill the mage- |
- zine :now.. What ig-heppening te the NI i1z ‘precisely wheti:ls ‘hdppening -

‘%0 LA. in the theoretlcel, fields: But LA has .the' indispenssble zollid . -
ontact with -the American working .cladgs.. : They give to it a-central - -
dirsction by their course of action. Its weakness-1s neglect of an. .
empirical treatment of Bolshevism. The NI, however; lacking thig:~ " -
direction, merely represents a feeble continuatlon £rom the perloed <.::
1928-19380:**% . A a__.‘._._ ) : Co i .,‘ -:..;_, 1.:..: Lo e .
¥ Yomhars In ThIe dacument s L dealling with more fundsinantal q&estibns
such ag ‘the rightneas or wrongnese of the views of theorles- presented.
Mhet does not altér the line of argument heres =1 :0o0 .l R
i, Mbd. not rorgettihg-thet“Uohnabgites"j,;',»’r! R R SIS R
s## This 1s no mere "destruotiveoritioism. !For ithe past yean or 8o,
the -present writer has attempted.'to intrcduce into.the paper-at least
me conalstent trend along'the lirnes of this document. : 1-1ist the -
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. Bveryone knows:what -LABOR ACTION i3 trying to do. . Who-oan :8ay,
what the NEW INTERNATIONAL is trying .to do? ' Whatever 48 the-sim of
the magazine, it is not succeeding. At a time when we represent
Marxism,lwhen:socie&y-is.in.such}cnisis that: 811 types:.of theories
are-bein§:eagerly_disoussad‘by'all‘abrta of poople, the magazine as
an intellectual:force ocunts for little. To deny this is to dig one's
head in the sapd, ' A A . . :

Polemic the megazine mugt ha¥a. Bolshevism and Lenin in. pantic-~ -
ular lived on polémic: The “ann nites are a legitimate target; and
there are times when we have to throw all onr’ welght inte breaking
them up: But we have had a-long exﬁer}apceﬁin these attacks &ni pol-
emica, and maneuvers aimed at-other partied, large and small, The
concrete results have :been. usually in the long ‘man pretty poor. .

The most .perfect example of what the NI-is can be seen in what ,

’

we produced for the :ten “years anniversary number. An anniversary .
number sums up .the past, :looks "at ‘the ‘present ‘situation, from.a height:
80 Lo ‘'speak, and opens up the perspectives of the. futuve. It 18. 8.
number which usually brings renswed interest. and snthusiasm and .a sub-:.
Stantisl number of subseribers. It 15 a number of which many extra-
copiﬁsashould-be,printedcand;handed.put»assaraardgof:introduation.ao ’
to sp ak for years to come. Every reader of LA should have felt that
thla-qu.a_numbenpto}get,smd;read;ﬁnd to Keep. - Inetead the- mumber.was

: a-particulanlyﬁbadﬁaxample_oﬂ;what'the.ﬂgfhaﬂ been.for the:past-twoym..:
yeara,;with’someieﬂ:ﬁageacdavoted;to;&he‘Netipnal:Question*andmspeechﬁf;'
88 and-articles<by:Leniniand:Trotsky add-Engels; -Oates . continuesca~ - | -
polémi¢ on:hig..conception: of the.panrty. +The .reésult -could. have-been.. ;
‘expected. . The issue has fallen flat. The:wider circles it should PSR

nave reached are not only untouched .- sven party members, if one can
Judge~byaincidanta1,comments;'hate:been‘coldawhera:theywhaveqnot'dis~
approveds .. creen o e Rt Powiied Paanlige s,

.. This is"on the positive sids so far as it is poéitive. Howeyer,'
it isAwhen:we*1ookvatuwhatothe:pantyqisntodayﬁand:whatdtbuia‘trying te |

do, that we can’ see hew far LA represents one pariod snd the NI IRt
" another. Between LA and the mass approach to the Amerioan” worker end. i -

the NI, there 15 an almost- Impogalble mulfe 7. N L R T
. VT L L L R AR SR LS B
WHAT SHOULD BE DONE?

T ST S TP Ceronealh ! ‘ : 5
» The first thing to:recognizs-1s: that ~the m gazine 'd main busingns::
is bo.d&rin.theony;what.DK'(and-the,nbn-axﬂatentspopulanwpahmpheltahd 220
mast dOminrpracttce,~.THe.csntralzgﬁneotion—of;thewpdber;mustubegl* '
R X - - S T A e A ‘.‘k * oy : VoLt e ~
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fecllowing -articlesgs i .o ooy B Loaa A

w-he - Prllosophy of History and Necissity," NI, July & Octa. 1943 - .

degroes in the Civil War: Their role in the 2nd ‘American Revolu-

.o Yion." Dee. 1943 . T T T N Y TR R T T e
“Innthe'Americanthadition; -?he.Workinghclassrnovemant‘in:PerspeOﬁw.

tive,® NI, Nov. 1943 ... .« - T Y -_sli.‘ e T e e e

yio the International Tradition:: American Libor's.Tasks®,NI,Jan.!dd..

"Laski,: St. Paul @and -Stal in;™ NI,  June 2644 =" : .w d! St sy

“The: Americen People in Ons.:World: -An Essay .in:Blalectical Mater- .i-
taliem,” July, 1944, NI ' 7 oy o Lt T 3
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Marxism.end the United States as the ceptral dirgctive, of the old NI
was the. Firat Four Congresses: and the Intérnational ‘situation, With =~
- oup background and with the. international situatioh, we nged never o
fear that the megazins will become an example of ‘Marxiat "isolation-
ism", Our .framework will always be intérnational, At timen’ the inter-
national aspect will predominate. Lenin wag the greatest of all Inter-
nationalists. But Trotsky notes that Lenin's "international period"
began only in 1914, It it is true that we live in a period far more
internationally united than forty years ago, yet the fact. .. i
rereina that once we have for the moment abandoned our preoccupation
with the Commuhist Party and the olhérs, genuine internationalism muat
be based on the national scene. To repeat ad nauseam. The Theoretlcsy
journal of 1928-38 had one aim. Wi have enother,  We mudt frem all
engles, train ourselves for that. No party was ever so internationall
trained.as the Bolshevik Party. But this most international of &ll ,
parties 1karnt Marxlem on.a Russian basls, and could not have learnd it
in any other-way.. If the NI 1s not the place where we must ‘train our-
selves, to do and.do what Lenin did bétween 1896 and 1914, then where
mugt it*be done? - L e
Ir 4t is urged that during the war wo hdd a sgecial reaponsibiitty ~ .
then that respamsibility is now over, France and Italy bré alrsacy ' «
sctive.  The'coming.period démands a reoriéntstion of the papérei.. -~

B PR R I
L] . . .

. -:Not jonly is this necessary f_r"~_om‘_‘fn,'lt,_i,qi;;al’._":pb'iﬁt,;'ldf__‘. wié¥y but-frdm-
an ‘International, -America occupiles ‘a-peculisr ‘pldce’in-intéfnationsl’ ' * .
affairs today. . Knowledge of. tliig-céuntry hag'tever formed more: than' ' -
a curgory‘partnqﬁ,Europeangcu;turefaﬁd;aﬁucatibq{j?¥nih11 probebility - -
the number, of -English universities ir 1939 which géve a'couee in‘UeS- -
history and cultune,could be counted on thé fingers "¢f jond “hand-'of at '
moat..two. . Taday -that 1S ohanged, " Amenica 'ls ‘the “centep "6f world at-'- %’

tention, It is the 188t hope for impepislism and the old democracye . ' -7 =
The American bourgeoisie is geing.to flood the world with agcounts of = ..
this country, its history, i1ts development, '1ts politics,”itd ‘ldeals),™ . .
otc..: In-the. present writer's opinion’substantial géoklons of the Burs”
ope an bourgeolsie. and cértainly ‘the "Socinl-Demoorats” and liberals "
haqupqghopg:oﬂ;shlé@tiéﬁ;gxceptf;nggqpualgAmen;cqﬁtd#qnlﬁgﬂSEip?dr**w:f
the American “ideal".  AS long as Ruossvell and Stelin’ oollsbivrate; :the:
. whole power of Stalinism will betdirdgtgﬂ%tqfaﬁppIEmenﬁiﬁg?tﬁﬁﬂpropaz*'
gandistic efforts. of the American bourgeoidié. - Powerful -in ‘Burcpe, < -
fhis trend will be overwyhelming in the Far Esst.. And even whérg in |
foqq;gnﬁquntgiep,ﬁhﬁrg;1a;ah'dpposiﬁﬁgnfto'thia-tréndifﬁhsfoppdsip;oq4'
'will'gf_hﬂﬁeésfﬁyﬂéQﬂggrﬂLipselfjwith'tﬁe‘Qnited'Sﬁatae.'-Thewtheereﬂﬁ~;4
tical Anterpratation of the' United Statés, 1ta past, present :and : -/
future, becomes. therefdre & .truly, 1n}bﬁnat;ohq1'taak,;a-partfof~tha T
tnté“'atidpa¥}§ﬁfpggldfﬂqrjsqciarism;aqd,thé*hat:oﬁal3indbﬁéndénceion.j
opprqqaed.peopléqih.Andfinjthis}‘ﬁhe“cqntral‘Lsaue ‘of our -timed, we -
heve .An exhaustive pole bto playe U T o T hie ol
Finslly, &8 .always .in periods of crigis ‘and nevey 80 much-as in. -
this ona, the whole problem of theé destiny of humaiiity is, raiséd.: The.
individual, the state, sducatlon, ‘culture; religlon, the elitey the '
necessity qf.nu;eralanélrulei,'gggﬁ;“alijthgﬁeffunQameﬁﬂnl-quéqtidhs‘;%
are.onge more in the melting pot, nationally 'and “internationdlly.  Our.
. -contribution .in this most ;oapitalistic of all -countriés’ is to analyze -
vhese fundemeéntal questions in our terms.’ This’is our contribution to°
the internstidnal socialist ‘debate. ' Marxists'ol each country 'dc their
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own, a8 {nternationalists,  Henceforth we can be certain that!twe i+
Europqgnﬁcompades&w#llﬁcrﬁate“an"intgqﬁhtioﬁal;joﬁrndrffht’léh%t”iﬁ’
Frenchyi. . Our; busineBs: 13 ‘interhationalism with {he United ‘States as
the ‘center.. Wel!shall reprint and ‘comment,” shd ‘also contrirdite ad we
have done in the past. ~ But henceforth the paper must know whére it
1s golng and all of ms must know, I have indicated my wiew,~ ' '
A THECRETICAL“JCURNAL. =~~~ o

- . Thie. obviously.is no. light task, Marx and Engels knew Westérn
Europe inside out,. Lémin’ and Tioisky, were masters of all aspects of
Russia. .We hdve to.do the, same hére. The.task 13 not light. Neither
was Lanin's.task light in'thoge days of 1894, ' But, 'a’ 'young men in‘his
twenties, he wrote and c¢irculated menugeripts in. St. Petersbiurg whith
were Written as. if 'he were already leadep of a astate theoretically
- founded:on Marxism. In every fleld he prdclaimed the supremacy and’
the necessity of -Marxist theory.. .What wé have fo do 1s not only teé -
educate concretely. We have to train a generation which will famil~’
iarize itself with the fundamentals of Marxist theory by exercifing it
in-this.task.. Its departments are four. To begin with the simplest,

© 1, Historical Materialism..¥¢ hevén’i td &  research’as Lerin Had to '
. do. " In this highly-organized counipry megsed of material exist on all-
Toplcsy . The :finst Americen Révolntion, the Second and the Third,:. -
these.are,cun, thémes, - Bitherto we Have iived mentally in 1789, 1348,
1871,,1917,, the Soalal Demodsscy; the THird Internationali - We sheil - -
Hever be able to.deparit from thoses" They = are interndtiionaly - But'we -
must-uge them .ds a means to anignd. Oun révoluttén'is after all'the
American Revélution,. , The specific “economic” devélopment: of the Uritted:
States, the spegial scocisl ‘relationg ‘which they 'profhifed, /the poIltys '«
¢al parties.and thé special qudlitids whith'"aLstingiifsh “the Amsriiolan
. Lfrom the Européan dévelopment., It 1§ obwicus ‘that theé-lesding Ameri~ °’
“cen.comrades. must, have accuiiulgted knowledge - and-'ideds’avout: thege™ !
gusgtions.- We 'cenndt keep tHem In our he&ds any Yéngenr, - Lete fnthig
ssreer Engels plarned enthusiesyically, to rewrite his ‘Pesidant - Wdr in:
Germany . in order teo maka. it.d preparation ‘for the' unbiratanding of -’
modern Germany. . Engals: wag no academic historlanToh lovern oftheoryy ':
Tor. Jhecryla 88Ke....He .considered 1t his hisine g3 to {B,idlflfca}tie"fﬁlgé“}ﬁqug
sra from-ghe -highest possible, gfandardss " 1 [ [oiUhL U T Bian e
.- A -tremendous £1614 15, Horé welting £ Be’ Gvens g, g £1a1a ‘whigh ©';
#111.not only, bring practical; resulfs but 1is,.of the higtiest theorgtidd.’ .
importance. ; The.-present, woltexn Nhas found ‘that, precisely bodEuse 6f ="
- Vhe absence .of: feuddl -remnents in modérn Americe, nany oY 'the most 'db- -
2trect -enalysee. of Mapx find, théiy mcat perfect.exemplificatitn in the .
Urited States...Today-this s ths model capltalist: icoiitzy,  Hers th-'"-
2rsasingly in the future the utmost ﬁﬁpii\.cg‘@liéjns ot ,tg?';t}fﬁ_pﬂ,fﬂ'fi' be
yractically demonstrated. This is of ndtional ‘and intermatiohal "msv™
portanee. - The 'poverty, of what passes for Marxist or radical thought
In.Amenics 18 amaz,»i.ns_-,:,:.-?he,.\.,Ha;c‘}:'a;ns.;, the, ‘Abpam ‘Hdrrlses. ‘the-Beards = .
tnd the nest are all petby-Dbourgealy padlcils dpreading their poison '
unchecked.,, We have. to, éarry on & merciless war of Marxist' interpréta~’

tion against their psgudo-Uenxlit Labrications gna’rentagles, THe . -

American Working-class,. as is, inevitable, s waking up, to 1€8"history

£ES & OLQQ§@ian,,nqtitgblq;qtagq;inj;tggsdqjhi%gﬁiqiﬂqu¥Q§mg§&;“ﬁwa*Y'%

have xoﬂyrea$1&nis_gistqr#-da.milﬁtanthanyistQ}“<ﬂ§hqu*%&k€§ﬁﬁi'?’;E’
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Beard's Basic History at 694 is going to.do a wvast amount of ‘mischief
to workers anxious to learn. We give it credit for what 1s good but
denounce it as Merxists. We give our own interpretation, Wa publish
our own analysis. - We .publigh our own studies, ' And peculisrly enough,
that 18 how we make internationsl classics., Deniel DelLeon wroté two
pemphlets; WHAT MEANS THIS STRIKE and TWO PAGES OF ROMAN HISTORY, which,
we are rellably informed, were among the treasursed pamphbts of many
workers 1n Britain.If in the course of a year we can publish in the
Journal Marxist studies of the Civil War and a real Marxist analysis
of .the rise and social and historlbtsl gignpificance of the GIO, we shall
have accomplished a truly great beginning. From these articles will
come-gqmphléta, and will come a.deepening of the political education k-
LA, From these articled w conme theé historical backing necessary for
the propaganda for the Laber Party. We are all aware of something mis-
sing in our propagands for the Labor Party. It has not the fundamen-
tal theoretical basis .concrétely expounded,  Lenin insists that from
the very beginnlng of the Soclalist mcvement in Russiz two trends ap-
peared, opportuniem.and Marxism. His greatest work.after 1914 was the
theoretical and ysis of the economic causes of this. Day after day
he enalyzed it economically, politlcally, soclally: For him this edu-
-catlon the workers needed above all, . What have we done to make this a
living part of the knowledge and experience of the W.S5. workers and
radicals? Absolutely nothlngs ‘Surs we say that thd labor leaders are
reactionary, pro-Roossvelt, pro-wars W say they sre scoundrels, - Those
are -just agitational statements. The general lmpression that our agi-
* tation gives 1s of readtionary labor lsaders’ who deceive:the. workers.
This is theoratically false. The lsbor leaders do not'-funétion An a -
vacuum. - Not .an issue of the Ni’ should come out -in which from one
. - angls. cr ancthgor we did not treet from the roots up the' begis: of oppor-
* tanism in the U.S... And in this way we.perform an intepnatlonal” ser-
vices:.-It will not be long before its influence will appear in LA, -
' propagandist. and agitationsl pamphlets ‘end the.daily work of the mem-
bers. ‘.‘“‘_. i - . T K Y 4 . . . ‘ ) . ..”‘. . - . et TS,
wr - CEE .o RPN . PR . . g IR R . g '--""'. -‘.' o :
2, ' Marxian eccnomics. .The .8ad 'record of ‘the magazine here speaks for
itedlf.. 1T 13 surficlent to say that the esconomic question ofmuestions
in our day is.the.question of capitallst sccumulation, - The debate in: °
- Lenin's day reged around.the guestion of the resiization of surplus
- velue.- The same guestion arose in Germeny "just before the last wars -
Roga luxemburg's study of -accumulation.slso took the form'of & study
- of ‘realization. . These wére not "theordtiical essays", as only a-lamen
" 'table-ignoranco :can believe. , They ' were aspects of the elass struggle.
- expressing -themselves ‘theoretically both within and without the labor -
" movements . The debate, as waa -historically.inevitablé, has now gone a
stage further. It has fioved from Vol, 'II of Capital to Vol IIIy 'This
1s above all an fmericen questilon. Stuart Chase, Hansen;. &1l ‘the .gov-
-epnment economigts, g1l the "experts" who gave evidence before the =~ -
INEG, the whole economic:basis of the New Deal, all these pose this
fundemental question in.terms of ralsing the standerd of living of ‘the
‘workers as a meang for the continued development of capitalism.: The
--8talinistd have now taken thif up and are preparing & highly theopeti-
cal ‘agsault upon ‘our previcus conception ‘of Marx's CAPITAL.- These con-
geptions raErasent'EggQinstinctive political goonomy of svery labor -
eader In Lhe country and the beilef gg:gggat nassgs of workers. - All
tHe lavor leaders are not vulgar fakers, . The workers are not.foolS:
The bosis of this belief 13 the obtwlous power of the Americen econcmy,
i ; . h . [ : : . ! oLt t
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Particularli today 1t seems to them obvious that by government regula-
tior and relsing of wages the Amerdcan econamy can function in a man-
ner satisfactory to everybody; it is mepsly the wickedness and self--
ishness of the vbad capitaelists which prevents this, , Yet so limited is
our congeption of our tasks that except for agitational shouting about
the profits of capitalism and the unemployed to come, we leave these
ldeas to go their own unchecked way. Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsk¥4
Rosa Luxemburg and Bukharin carpled their oppositton to thess things ™
to *he point of pedantry. They were great activists =sll. But the ,
clsssics of Marxism which we read todey did s wonderful work in their
da;, 8till live and will always 1live, because they tackled the'faYse
'ideas of their time.from the root and taught the workers by presept -
anwi example Lo sesk bourgeols conceptions out at their source and dsg-~
troy them there.’ ‘ S i

‘ The method.here is important. Lenin riever deviated one inch from
his stand'as s Mernxist. He said "This and this is Marx's view, T now
propose to apply it, to Russian capitalism or agriculture or whatévey -
it was." His work on the state was a commentary on what Marx and End
gels sald:about 1t. He stood before the workers 'as a Marxist who'
bagsed whatevapr he was doing cn. strict Marxist theory, but Marxist the-
ory applied to .Ruscime This is the way a Merxist panrty is built; mil-
itently, arrogantly Marxist theoreticians, militantly and arrogantly "
taking 1t -to the worker of the nation, ., " o0 T e
8, -.Bolshevism. . This' can.be brief, - It is the American counterpart of
WHAT IS TO BE DONE? - . /' © 7 = 7 T T e
‘+.. - The bullding of the party is riol”advanced ohe inch by repeating t-
that. the party must be built, 'Between '1928-38 we heve been excsasive-

. 1y congerned about the struggles of the Left Opposition and the histop-

1cal antecedents of ‘cur Trotskyite movement,. This will always pemsin " - .
of importance to us but we have different’ simd now.. The megent:, .o -
Wwriter proposes to organize some of the material in this document .fon:.
publication in the NI. .Particularly the section desling with the »
internastions)t attempts' at party building will be ‘amplifisd. ' Butithers
are also sources, of expericnes in American history ‘whick ‘condern.mot':.
scholars. but havg valueble lessons for: the tasks which We ‘sre trying:
ta do' today, not ‘only for us, but for the Americsn workers. It 1s- here
if only 1in reverse, that they can learn what e penuine Bolshevik -Party
is. There is a wealth of experience in this country from the early -
German. attempts to introduce Marxism to the U,S., the old Soctalist '
Party, the wvarious attempts .at Workers Education, the béginning of -the
Communist Party here, successes and fallures of Marxism InAmerica. A -
clesr sequence can be -traced, of infinité velue in our education dnd --
in the education of our readers. Here then is alsc necessary a elodse ;
Study of the conditions in Russis and the methods which . the Bolsheviks
used to build the first.and only Bolshevik Party. The materisl exists
14 English end-for the most pard by Lenin dena hoth at the time and in .
retrospect, Written for American readers and for American workepa 1f
w1lll hede not.only general: educationsl value but ‘conerete applicstion’
-Lo.the problem of party-bullding in the United -States., Onee we embnsces
our readers 'in this problem we have gone far towards making them Bols’
Shevik.in approach, that :i8 ‘to say, concerned.about building the: vevos
lutionary party. .6nce-we'famtl arize ourselves with these problems-in
the journal, then it will become edsy for all of us to handle ‘thMem '
-naturally in Labor Action as it was easy in the old days to propagan-

. . . 7
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dize 'and agitate on the S. P._iﬁ'ﬂdﬁmanyiand the arimes of the‘Steiln~/
“ 18t bureavcracy.

4. Dialectical Materiaiism. Dialectical Haterialism 18 not aomething
to .be defended agelnat. Hook, Eastmen and Burnham. It is the philoso-
phy. and the theory of knowledge of Marxism, To use a phrase Marx used
in his sarly writings it is the theorstical basis of scientific human-
ism. Today whon all thinkers édre groping like drunken men, with all -
their points of support and reference gone, we have here & weapon whose
power and value was never 8o great as in the prevailing confusion. In
one article, in particular, "St., Paul, laski snd Stalin" the present .
writer hag tried to demonstrate how the method can be used in defence
of . the more genersl views of life and socisty that we stand for. But
that is merely a beginning. In every fisld the method of logical de-
_velopment and historicul menifestation brings results in claprification
and fllumination which will be felt in every sphere of our work. Lenin
vas alweys a dlalecticilan but it.wes only in 1914 that he studied ser-
iously, its. origin in the Hegéllan dislectlc. And after that he became
one .of the sirongest asdvocates of its study in Russia, demanded that
extracts from Hegel.and interpretationa be printed.in ths theorstical’
Journe}, "He.knew and said that mistakes would be mede Iut’ added that
whoever. was~afraid of .mistekes’ would not” do anything. -It cannot be
gaid. with sufficient emphdsis that defance ;of -the. dialectic againat
Hook and Eaatman 18 today the: least.of our probléms.. It is not a
precious jewel in'a, box to be dofended’ against theéma.. It 'is.d wespon .
to Bé. uaed. ‘In the study and .practice of Historical Materlaltam, -
. Marxien ‘Economics and Bolshevism, 1t will be a guiding thresd. making .
26ints, ‘olear and helping us.to. makeé - them ¢lear to. others. Contradic-,
tiong,, oppositea, pegatiOn, negation of negation, quentity into. qualff
‘ty, transoendenoe,,cOndition. possibility. these ~Are, not . jokes or -a’ .
iind"of "intellectudl family Heirloom that you 'defand fiercely againgt’
ittack: without ‘ever’ knowlng’ ‘whet they mean:# Marx, ngels, Lenin and
Irotaky: did not concern themselvés with nonsense, on ‘some’ outworn in-
tellectual pitusl.  There is.today a. great desire . .among Marxists to
Inow more abont this aubjact,and the Jlteraturs .on’ this subject 15
wowd . We, play'no .part in it at.ell., Not only is this interest’ 1n-.
svitab. e ‘and legitimate in general.ﬁkmh' age we 1ive.in i8 one which .
2al)d for fdeas and tests them .ruthlessly.. Dielectic will.make its °
ay‘with us or without. St would be to'our advantage Lo study what 1s

"Scholaaticism - There 18 'not only a way %o ao. th@ e thinga. There.
I8 & way. not, Eo do. them. ..In the last two issues_of, the NI thers has_ -
7sen a change in the. typs of artliclev. .-Douglas. Ellis. has written on
111ied imperialism, Emmett has, written ‘on "The Great, Contradictions"” »
setween Vol.I and Vol,II1, and James .Barrett a long Articls dealing’
ith the "Anti-Marxian Offensive®, . With {hese may bs classed.three
-rticles of & series on Burnham by. Fahan. These articles typify the
zverse side of what. 19 wrong with the ‘NoI. An empirical. approach
‘nes ‘not pecessarily igncore theony. No Marmisi admits, that.’he ignoras
.3eory.  What happens is that theory is. given a special atatus.. it
« nomes somath1ng divoreed from the. practical pursiits, A theoretician
lLeoomes & Scholar, a "learned" man and theory becomss the business of
t few who have time. n other words,. it beccmes precisely what Lenin
nwver let it become, & kind of cultural decoration. Articles are writ-
«en which, if not written, would never be missed or agked for. For ex-
mpley afi article on the Great Contradiotion, p oving by a long list .
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of quotations that Marx did not contradict himgelf, serves’ whet pur-
pose? The long erticles on the "Anti-Marxian Offensive" 'déaling with
Hook, Shumpeter, and others is full of kriowledge and\hard-work'ght iy,
is a tygically scholastiec plece. It characterizes thebe“writers ag -,
“1:lairt, "illogleal™, subjgot to "technical sofpulslives”, "rfalsifying
Ma~t®s theory of the State,”" etc. etes In the same vein ﬁahqn‘apenga‘
£cm lnvaluable twelve pages on Burnham proving that Burnham hes refmn
hinied the theory of human nature, of sociology, that he has borrowed
v Pareto, etc, ste. Thig typd of writin% helps nobody except those:
pecple vho are interested academically in study and professorial; dig-'
cutisions. They reek of lectures and class, rooms and college journals,

First of all, the ideas of all tnese bourgeois writerg should an-
der nc circumstences 111 all that space in our journal if treated in -
that way. Psriodicaelly one or two or a bunch of them should be hand~
1el, preferably those who are creating an-interest in- labor circles,- - -
When they sre dealt with, the mailn purpose should be twofold:: (1)-to -
suew exactly what stage of bourgéols thought- they reprpgent and how
:».: ~hese ldeas are affected by the stage of development of soeciety -
+o particularly of thé|working class, That they are 1llogieal, tra<
‘e Mapxism, ete, 1g nothing ‘'new. - They always have- and alwaye will, .
Pt point is in what'way they do it; why, whnai is the relation of ¢ ¥
this type of anti-Margiam?to“previpus~ones;fand‘ynat_1ﬂpmegqp'to*pﬁgjf;-
labor movemept'today;ffz)“gofséizejthe;opportuhgty;ror'g*gggitive”eﬁf;?‘
posiziou of some!aspect of Morxism thought' snd ‘Shiow them up _poaitives: -
in the United States. Thig gives their work s 'epecisl Amerisan glant, -

And ‘there are many similar angles, But the’wnole trestment should™ge - -
modelledLon‘MSnx'a_QSSleqn Proudhon, ‘or- ngeIs;on{DﬁQr;ng;;qr*Lbniﬂ;;
on the Nsrodnik falsifiers of ‘historicail materialism; Or Rasa Luxems '
burg o Bernstéin. There is 'a ‘way of "doing these things, :“Joé Leop- ;"
ard’s article on. Williems, for ermpqu'isjw;tn'regpect“to:methodfjﬁx’
vastly superior to these profeasorial ‘discourdes. ' Not'only do they: *:-
not do what they ought to da. In ‘ong ‘respect they do harm for they
foster exactly that attitude to theony ag aomething on ‘the shelf ;-
struggle of hooks against books, which the great Marxists in thei L
practice and method cdnatantly_pepudrgtadg“;?hig_asébrﬁmehtfof'pibqqa’
will not only not praise the Marxist ‘level of ‘the magazine,’ It wil)*': ~
not only give an illugory idea that "at -least we -are haviiig somé thoo-
ry". It will attraot only the wrong type of student who will sed “Hgok
on one side and the NI oa the other, arguing about the same thing-on. ..
different sldes but 1w much the same Sort of way, ‘Findlly it pefr- i
forces the actiwe Farty;mqmbpr_in thaﬂaentimsnt'ﬂhat he would like to - -
study some ""theory" but he hesn't the time to spare for 1it.’ -Wheh - -
Lenin’ argued on theory no one. even mistook him ‘for a mere debater with
his opponent. And ‘both he and Marx in particular could write on the -
most ebatruse subjscts and yet make,the worker who ventured fnto-1ts”

psges feel that this‘was'aomsthing,gr'the'dimbat_intéﬁéht,ahd ooneern |
to the working class. This powen’'was not nsyeHeloginal. It spmong. '~
from their whole method of snalysis. And ‘that is net’learnt in a day,
The talk 'of the NI should be to teach these: undoubtedly telsntied dom-
redes and friends to use thelr telents in .the MarxiBt manneys = . -
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. At the meetfing on the American question vhioh precéeded the 1044

convention, I listed three propagandist points as ones on" which we -
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should certer our attention.

*

1. The Amerioanizatlon of Bolshevism

. 2, The Statificetion of: Production

Se Internationaliam

Points No. 2 and 3 will have to wait.~ I have: tried here to eb-

. stract propaganda and wgitation and education from work among the
masses, But such an abstraction has.all) the one-sidedneas of an ab~
straction, In actual 1ifs the mass work will guide and shape.the theo-
retical approach.at every stage. Contact with the proletariat usually
results in that. But the theoraticsl work will.guide ths mass work
also. . The orientation cutlined here wlll demgnd serious attention v
from all of . us precisely because, we are cadresa for a party. The per~
petuel refrain of "lask of -forces™ is no answér. A leading ogmrde
can go to Chicego for 14 daya or go on,tours lagting weeks t6 setile

* ..8ume union prcblem or to make speeches. The party does not. collapse

in their absence, But we are told that through ®lack of forces®
ora.cen: find 14 days to-write.a.pamphlet on. "What is- the Workers: Party?'
+ Ian't.therar umentTridiculous? ~The. pampﬁbts are not writtien.becsuse
- fhereakinesd for themvig mot: unde“stood. uore"frofoundly'waxhave ’

not got-that body: of meterial:in.the, NI: in pamphlets and smallibooks. -
wbich both in material and .menner .were- such .88, We Had in 1933-38 and ..
enkbled us to write the kind of pamphlets or articlés we ngeded at
the drop of a ‘hat. . y AL RO AR

Lt me; here conclude with. therqueation of - education,-propaganda,

apitation in 1ts relation.to the fundamantal queabion,or the building

'JI the party. L

' : The American mass panty will not be built by us or b; tha Gannon—
itas. Groups of Virglinia minera, West Goast: . sailors, Southern sheare~
croppers, Pittsburgh steel workers, sll sorts of "left® formations
711X coslegce -intime and hammer out.a:unifited organization, They will
Lring ‘their-qualitiess -iOur task 19:to -form such :a 1gtrong ‘nucleus -that
#he coalescence will take plece .arocund-us, orieven-that doea not take
. blace, our spacial contribution will be Marxiem and the theory and .
 practice of Bolshevism.:.: But to'@o this we have to.gathen a nucleus of
" & :fow, thausends, - of whom 758 .will be-American ;workers,. men and women,: -
instingtively hostile to ‘hourgeois- society, who are workers, have ‘been
‘workers and who have mo other proapect in life except to be warkers.
They und only they-can build a mess party. They are the only real
mass. propagandiats and agltators, day after day.: They exist in tens
of thousands already and capitalism will criste mopre and more.thoua-
ends. for us.. :But they need to be given, not prospecis. of “a~Rappy 1ife
and higher weges, but.a method of thought end e conceptlion of -soccial
development that makes, thelr own liwes and efforts intelligibvle to
them in national and 1ntennational terms,, : They need .to know.that in
Marxism and tha wavolutisnery paifity ithey have something which, sven .
if far from being completely underetood, yet is theirs, . Proletarian
thought, preletarlan method must be for-them . a challange Yo the boup-
geoisie at all points, defeating ‘L47in theory d8 ‘the workers: will one
ay defeat it in-practice, For them it .must be -a.theory which marka -
off those who adhere to it from all ;others giving them pride and con-
fidenoa and the conscioucness of a great superiority to all however -
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influential or famous who do not accept Marxising ' That is .Bolshevism..
That 1s what Lenin in his day and with his problems from the start |
strove to create. R ERARRTERD AN LI ‘

It is with such people that we ean in time grow rapidly.
end henceforth there will be increasingly rapid breaks in the national
consciousness and in the social development of the working class.

.Alass will incressingly throw off Substantial numbers of workers break-
w2 with the traditional and petty-bourgeoisw;dedlogiesw "If within

- Thelir own envirdnment and of thelir 6wn proletarian origin, there are
tralned and conscious Merxists, each of these’ can form at -critical
wroges the rallying: center of dozens and. pérhaps scores ‘of .adherénts.,

. The workers in the U.S5, have ho slleglance to any traditional workers
Derties #s had: the workers of Europe.'  Broadly’ speaking, the whole -
f1eld 1 opén, and by Yaying thé-nebessary‘fbundatibn with thoroughnasss
w4 eonfiderice we_qan:1egft1matély.éxp60t';h@ Americsn wopkers' asg ‘they
-aspond to'déclining qa‘p"it.ai_isip- will find- 1t"impossible to pads us by
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Bo Tho wholo thoorotisal dissussion of dcuntilotion, whth & praptidel
-.8pplication to tho cooncmics of tho govornmont s nding must Bogin..  1f wo do
89 Iwo oF Ry Greioles In 3 yoar, wo hovo dono woll, Bub w0 must Boglns |

aaa —

e, "C.,___Tho: Socialiet Porty, tho boginning of tho: 0P, in this oountry, the
Third Party; studies of thoed, net aondomic but in the Loninist monnor, for
our own oduoatfon ond tho cducation of tho workors, must bogin to oppony in
tho “journale -With articlos on Bolshoviem ond 4ts boginnings, as o historical

standord of comporison, we shall hogin to ecrocto tho ‘thoorsticel ‘promfsos for

on Amaricon Bolshovism and in timo do our own “"What is to bo Donot"

D,  Tho ifrif,ings of ¥arx, Engols, Plokhenoy and tho othor olessics on

- Dinlcetionl Hotorfalis.m must.fMNnd o pleco in tho pepor. Not cvory. menth or
ovary throo m onths but stondily, jso that ws consoiously bogin to 1Xluninnto
our ‘own wWork with tho Harxis t seiontific mothods - R

Wo,boing what %o ars, tho ebovo divisions arg in dosconding ordor of
importanse, ' Amordfan dovolopmont cohos first in timo &nd onorgy ard spaco,
Put Wo hiivo t9 work systometicnily at tho othors Yooa - T

Ve bl mn e S T

Archivaa ¢
Rt Xt

i st o tas oL e T

. - Hors' 5 hays ks things to 9o, T

T NN LU | R s S ST NPT (g .
U7 A Tho wri ngfsd, Jé.ttbru;-ofte_h..- of Lnrx Engols,” Lonin. Sorgo, Trotsky .on

Amorica havo a valuo for boyond hoir seattorod “choractor,” Thoy must bo

* collooted, annotated und published,.. "lonin on Britain” 45 o famous and, vory,
proojd ug, volumo. 1 Efttoli,. Lonfn's tyio- lottors 10 tho AmoFigan workérs; for
oxEply, stiould bo, ot oo reprintod in tho.papors. L . -l
steddyngg et is 0wl ey iy e s 2AD acdn F rnne e e
BEERREES : P o hove to, stort roprinting and onmotating ao_uo._cp_.reml_in,cho_spn ..
olagsios 6f Anoriden rovolutionerics. For exatplo, Devid Welkdn's fiproel,. .-

" Spooches of Wondoll Phillipas, cte, T Lo

Mo Nogro Quostfon T
Hero, as Marxist ii:torprotora » tho fiold 1a ours, Nogroos and populisn,
Bookor T, Wnehington, Frodorick Douglas, tho Garvoy movomont, whatovor sorious
- work wo do horo will not only oducnfo oursolvis but will bo gobbled up by
tho Wogro pooplo, modses and intollootuclls aliko, nnd progrossivo whito
workors, C

Porty Pamphlots

Ho nood two ot onoco:

l.7hat, 1s tho Workors Partyt?
£, The Lobor Party

Thoy should bo sorious pamphlots both onst in o historicol movld. Doth
ﬁgh“ should be carofully coordinatod, so thot tho rondor who roods “hom
oth should howo o clour Bub .'bri‘oﬂy statod jdon of tho dovolopmont of tho
labor movwomont and of tho function of tho two partios. Closoly linkod with

this oust bo tho pablicution of o formal Doolorntion of Principlos and
gonora) progrom, This is o crying noocossity.




I.a.bor Action ond tho ghlot

A au‘bst.n.ntinl uaction 42 the: paper muet. refleot 1. populn.r form the work
do on this propogondist effort, §omé of the pamphlotd or oxtrnots from them
o ust aotunlly appoar woek after weak in tha popers Articlos in tho NI ova he
summnrizod with suitablo axtracta, i“ho porty program ond azplnnnﬁ?'y uﬁalos
Titgt oonstontly appoar in tho Thoro must be o constant’ tiosup,
litorary, politicnl nnd premot!.o twocn tho RI, 'bho eolid propngn.ndiat
pamphlots and the popors . . ) . : o

Roviowe of Yook should ploy con importont pnrt' in tho pnp‘c':ru' Thoy nust
not bo wetorod devm. Two roviows which hovo appoored or win eppoor in tho NI
havo overy placo in the paper, onc by Shochtmon on Filkio's Ono Werld and
onothor on Hochslor's study of John L, Lowis. Idifo, Fimo, ’J.'T{ESu.EuEE..y
Evoning Pdst, Colllor, Look, constantly have crtiolos of tho most, sorious
quality by higﬁfy quclifiod writers who de hot writc domm, Thoso are rood by
nillions. A rocont articlo in [ifc on Copitnlism ond ‘tho Froo iiorket 1e o
cass in point, -Theso dnd ot crticlos in-tho Now York Timos should bo’ tho
targot of systomoiioc; comprahensi‘vo end ‘fully Eorrist, ropl!.os by, LA Lifo- .
writos on tho froo markot? Goed., Wo writo:the Larxlst viow:of tho froo morkcot
Tho Saturdoy Proning Post writos chout cortels and- dapopnllios?- Bbck:.t-'
o writo-oho_ow-two nréiolos oh monapoilos shd cdriels uxpasingo Mu z
,‘1porficiulity cid i-rOﬂuhlﬁb our -.owm viows. o any. thot tho elagals werlkon
monopolios is Lonin's Imporialisn. Wo rofor to ‘our book @orvico, Wo rofor
.to o curront crticlo in tho NI, Wo donouncoe corbtols, but wo. toeeh, wo. oxplnin,
o aeubomtolv uﬁ, tho, worlcor o.bovc hia ‘da4dy struggm. : .

Educaifon. '.t'}m’ abovo dooumbht. :la ot o progr.mmti.c df.u:n.mont.j " 0
Eﬁaoratinc.'l nccasaity is grnspud thon tho orgr-nizc.timal _rrnmnnonts,

coursos of a'b'udy, oto. cord, to stort with, a’msttor of Gollnborotivo' offort.
This, howovor must bo soid, This docungnt ropudiutes ontircly thot concoption
of cducation which” sonda ont’ dodhonts c.'bout.‘ ‘tHo: dpooohoa ai‘ Rooa w:t_i_'. ‘ord | :
Usta of wor profits ond wor sechdalas Tt v SRS o
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