
l':D'JCATIO!r, l'l!OI'~~.Aillli\,AGI!rA!riW 

l'OS~~IfAR Ali"l!ICA Al'D :SOLSllr.VISM 

PART 1, %ho Gopor~l Problem of ~ ~otokyl.to Movotwnt 
\ie have fr:~un'i 1 t neceuary to ma.ioa _tbD main 1 tam on the plenum c~enda 

the organb:'ati1nal qu6sti..,n. ~htJ emure 'is ·a .•11deeprea.d reongniti~n ot the 
tact. that otter three years n£ grinding wo~k in the factories the rec~lt!ng 
ot new men:bera has n11t ·only been far below expectations bub from all ·'Bppeo.r-. 
aaces is likely to continue so, !!!be idea that the lag in recntiting h due 
to the unorganized, unsystematic methodo of the membero1 haa been more or· lee& 
dia~arded~ -It was not a serious (:on.tributioD. to the question.- - What· w Sr·e 
Cooing, niiw end >•ill increasingly face is the whole p~oblem of buildill8 the 
mass :Bolshevik party in the u.s.A.. The 'War in Europe_ iu cor.rin~ rapidly to an 
end and the wholo country is aware of th• tr•mcndcus social conflicts which , 
\bP p~st->:er will briDgo !r he building Of 11 llU1SS party tn -lead tho :nrolP.tario,t 
1s fo~ us th~ p'roblem. ~his is the qu.estion· I prl)po,se to _diecullls·lierP., ~t- ·. 
from onf'! aspc.ct only, the-; aspect of education; pr;")pB1;5!1de. a...'"ld t\gi tat ion. There 
are othPl",' equally .impor-tant. I do not pr()poe~ tn dPal wi:th them' hei"e. 

:l'if;ot. of all !, have 12 make clear j.bat .!9_- no~ being <!one .!!! this ~. . ' 

I am· n~t -df"o.lij,g ~~1th the gE>nel·B.l urr,blem ~f bo,;, a·~1•ty ·fa bUi-lt~-_.-. 
. • ' : . ' ~ . . ' l •. - ... 

·1 -~ ·n!)t t.,uching et all U:t?*='D: ma:sa trade .. un1~n work .-::xo'BPt--.1.nB?fS.;:;:c.a_·: ·_ 
af!~cta ·or is e,rreC.ted by 'educati"'n·, ~ro"Da-::and_a ana e:gitatifln.· ':/ _·:--~ ::?.-:'.·:: 

. -~-~(:: 
,,. >-:··aa. tt 

--.1';· .···'"·· '. 

I ·~~· nat .. dPt\U~;: >1i th ~he ~bJec~ive oit;mtin~ • in ~.lliQo_, •;<;;P~.~~bi:~_ ·.· 
is imp~soiblo tn dieCWls propag<L"lda and og!tat!nn in a vr.ouum1 -,: "' -.: .. : · .. · 
. ' . ' .• -.. -.. - " .. 

~.:-

' --\ ,(;- With this limitation constant1y borne in mind;. wo- ck and· .mot-:ro.i.1nd/ 
;,"; ,.; . ':·.,- onr~elves or \lluit- we ars' in general at teiiiJ?ting' to do• All etudiea' or-.-!li.;..­

•'·-~ ... ~:.··.-.-lectic, of hiatoricBl: materialism, of political -t"oOiioJOy, of_ ·thB h1·a~ury~.Ot_;··.­
-~·\:~~~·~:_tb'e working cl;aes and or the reVolutionaey mo_v*"ment are tor· .~he! mo·at .~art. · ·· 

. ·-~- :::~~:·r~--~tD&Sni:as:leaa"'if ·they· do not concretE-ly cotitribute .to and·- C1.1lm1Mt8:· !ri·.the .. ·_·. ·, .·.- .... __ 
_ ---~.-_,-theoretical analYsio of pe.rt;y-buildi"'!:; ·The plain-fact,- too often f'orgotten' 
·:;~:'\.-':_:·:~f..:it;nored; i_s t~t ·.in

1 
,the paf:t· fifty ;years ~nly o:tP effective :B~lehP.T_~\:: ---:~:, 

-, party,,has 'been built in any of the great .countries o:r Eul'ooe and:Amer~~a and 
, ''for ~hat •ttor enywberl" ~he i:ommuniet Parties ,from theii- very_ rirot days : 
. -r ~are, inspired and nurtureil, theoretically, organizationally, iulli m~iall.y.'by · · - . __ ,. 
- .. Soviet l!llada, ::rrom- t_ljla~ same s~rco the~- drew their •arly liorrti:Dticlii ' Ail· 
. li~ lOok back at -the date strophes they caused: their totalitb.rl.mj. oppoe.l.t~Qii , 
-'_to the simplest and most alemontaey doctriilee of Leniriiom, par·t£~1y1 in ' 
:;•China and GeZ'IDS:>¥ 1 it is clear that ..hatovor '"'" rcapouoible these j;>l<rt1cil -, 

· -'ii~re Bolshevt:t: in name only.·, In the last <~•elide and a half, tJc9];it in the . ,_ 
--~emote end imdeo1sive out,ost of Ceylon, the ~rotokylte revolutionary movemeDt -. 
)iai known nothi•~ but fl!iiure;• Great events ho.ve come and gone. We .haVe - _ 

7, ·~ 6 I,_,J _';i>\¥e no impaot on th•c· At times, a_s in :rro.noe bot.,oen 1934 a!>d 1.9) ,-- !>IU' 
., -: · :tbooey attracted widoapread notice. Solid bou~goois papors devoted articles 
-,,,,~t~~'!Totoktiam as the. real dangf)r, At the llul_house contPl'Pnce or the Social- •-

"' 

•I 

' ~~ ' .' . 

, :~_-_n~~rao;y~· -in.-1935- our" ciomre.dea-c led _a ·p·.,wez1ul ·opp~aition·_to ·:alum. -:a-ut·-iia- OUilld~--·.r"·::< ~-
r-. ' (:,:7:_-"othing effective,- !J!he great events paBBed US- byo !rhere 1_G DO l'SSBOD at . ' ' , , 

. , - ''Ofri£a1n tii';, oll<!Oibl oaeo' which will be •~>•cially:d~tllt 'wi'th,'at:-aniith~r :~)-~,C--,, ,:.,.-;'::;.·-''c, 
.\ .... \~... . . - . '>- ' :. . . ,, "';' c· •• - .. ·•· •. ·:. 'm::.-,ii>, •.. "' , 
' . . . ) ' -' " ' . . ·~--.- _,,.' ' ·' .-.' : : ,, ';' -:,50'4·-- ._,', ,_, 
' • . . . -> '{ -~_. ··'::':?.-~ .:- _/\.-;· -~-·-'-~l;:~if~i 

.. '·~ ·~-.~---~.~-- ~:.-. _,. 
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~ •• 
Rll ~ great •vents should not devolon during th• noxt few yeRro rnd t1nd 
ua equell.y inef'feotivr, lnft b•hind a a bpfor•, calling oth•rr;groupe and 
!>Prtl~A oontrist, (as wr Juet1f1ebl,y ••l1r.4 thP POOM) ,. reformist, StnUn-
int or whrt _not, but rrurnrlv~"a 1na1gn1ttcent. ~h,.rr ie no rl'!'t."'f)n for bf'lioV-
1ng thr>t with thr inr-vitflbln rrvnlutimtpry unsurgr of th,., mCsrH•IJ, \'lc• 1tl'J.et. P.11-
tntl1l"ticrl1y/;ro\rl until '~" brcl?mA 1\ lrr~r ~rrty. ThPrr> \Ir-A e ~rPr.t r,..,Polu.tion 
in S:oF.in. Ev,.,ry '!JP.rty in Sl)ein, ri"Toluttn~tley t~nd oo•.tntC'r-rPvolut irmar-J. ·groW· 
rxc,.-:,t thr TrfltBl71tvq. AFl w Pntrr thn ~o;;t-\tr.r period, wr., t•B s«'rif')Q.s MP.rx­
ists, must Pnelyzp thrfl(l things E-nd try to drFW !JOmn loaaons •. 

One india~ensablo w~ of doin~ this is by the thorouih r~ ~yote~ti~ 
analysis of thP. exPeriences "'lt the ~rotakyist movenfpnt li.S 'a whole~.-· ··!i'his iS . 
no light teAk.· But· it in time tO begin. I "'lro~oa~ tO bng'in &• e!:Apty· il.n. . 
possiblfl, with !ile e~Pricnoes ot the tt.P. during ltq f.-,ur· years ·!lf .. EJ'iotencei 
perticulorly the last two •• In 1942, the party, tekin~ conscinua ~dventage 
of thA national develo:9m,..nt, mad.., a •'n"PEt stP.p b:r inct)rporet:.ing_itst'l.f into 
tho broad workers movrmeont. This liSA a dcvaliJpraent d'! ·.r:undGmcn.tal importance .• 
No party •. no grouu can grow snd deVeloo u.nlr.aa the 'nwJOrit,y of its membnra 
fll!lction end function intelligently among the v.rkcra in industr,y. ·Everything. 
thnt is eaid here is co!1d1t1oned on the:.t. l.femb,..ra beCo.r;~.e·tmlli<'rscd.iu· unio.D.::·· .. 
activity.. Tho partY agi.tati_on and_ :r;r~paganda, eA was 'in~V1ti1Dl~. End.:_ nf'!0ess!.r.r

9 
•· u.riUPi-Went S.· Change.· LABOR ACTION' broc~.mr-i a pe.ner vhose JDE&.in e~haeis ·\f'as' ···· . ;: <~.-.-:. -~ 

thP activity o!r thE' workArs it tbP. union. At thf: at.me time· wn .dc•vcloned 
a :orectic~ of mass distribution, cild hal1' a dl)zen c,.,mrP.des '.rl')u.l.d diatrtbtito'··:·,·:.:~·;_. ..... ·­
thou.eel\da n:r · co~10s weakly-~ . It is not clear ioihnt was conr:rntPlJ": c~r.•ct_C·d. 't.rOM < . .::<·~ .. : ~:;.:{:> -:;~ 
thf'~e "diStributions •. ~iA. hav<' et lN;st th'n rrsults io g.o by-. rn:on.c<·.are&:.;·1·--~::;::.F.~~-·: .. }:;,·.~.::·,:.-·_-!·. 't~ 
our ._c·a_~ti~Pff ha1rp- ·t.a"kPn an actiVo ·e.nd e£~r_ctiv<l_ pFl:-t' iit un~·on "~?rl!:: .• ·. ·· __ TJ;ri~·~ -~~!(;:_\>:::·::_·-~~~-):-,;:.:·;·-~.--; ·/1 
d~st;oib11trd .bAtwe.-.!1 .. ~ c:tua_rt"Pr ·and a half million_ TJi•"o.:!R of ~itcr.~.tur~;-~~~i;l~:r:\:~iU·::_~:::::·:<:_-:.--c:~- .··.:\~ 
th.r· \<!Or'J!;'~r:a.. . Ynt thP. r~"s\,1.1 tR -in· ·rr.crui ting_ have> bc.rn pract_icnll;r .· zor_o~ . .- ::P.e.~';::-'.'. ~(_ > ~;·:::_.~~.: "'·· ~;i 

., hnp8 WP uow havr: ga!n9d ~hreo membars r. :o~rhnps £1vo. i'his is not. wh~t ·.th~>~l:'-::·._.: :~ :.: ,'·_;; ,::.f.S"\~1 
e~rcted_. -. ThP TJS.rty e:r:oectcd ot_hr.r . rP.aul ts~ I·t. _i_~ poa~ibltr tha.~ :thoro.:·; . ;_: -~--~.-.~;-~~·,:-(-.~r:~-::;_:;:_:.~-·-_',~:; 
may ,YF"t be. ffomr. It"'is e.leo po-oaiblo thot within e yoar end P ·lalf' .. t)lo __ ~l)~~·:.-:,:·~:-~ .. :~: .. '.':-;:-.;:,:~:;:; 

. red~~~~ in O,uoritinn ,would bo uncmployf!d, or oClk l'.t r~"maini'lg in th!'·· 8Eu,ff-:b~·-:-:;_._-_::;~7~:::_;~f-:::;_:.;•(";;t 
·rcn ·aotlvitJ'• It this t"~rrn to takr ... !Jlaae· thr- .~rflet r,ff",rt a!id "tilt> r,r~t~t·~-d:!:·-<-"?!.::·:-'i,•:.:<·~::;~·i:!.;·; . ·:~:: 

· -"9actD.ti·tnia;·.~ill petnr. out. .!rhio cFl'ls, i:f t:>ni.Tthin~ rv.-.~ dicl, for sCrioU.s_.'Ox~~-:::7~.1;-:L.-·-·='./.:\:.:-_·.~ am!ne.ti ori ·.'1.ot . only b'y thr. ·lradp~· shi!) .but by thr \>•hole 11arty. ··· . · · :\ ··- . .-~'_-,_•;; ;·:: .!'.::::~.~;~;- · . 
. · ·_ . · .· · · · . . ··. . - ·~ ·.--,;-_;_::::-::::--:·~·:\<"iL·~-E~~:;_·.:_:; 

One theore_tioal onla.nation· cn-qld' bo the.t. tho Amrx"iccn "~:"'i-kingcl&s.rt·,-.;·_..·:·:.:._Y:._:. _.,-.c:,_;_:_</··.: 
d11ring thf'. ,·p~idd of we.l', · was _not rC"'edy' to iioin a rf.vnlutinnr.ry narty_ ·cv·~·n_= --~-~--' ··.·:: .. : ~~·.·:;·.?:._!:;, :··::· 
in ·amall nU..ilb~ra. If this. is- so, th"n · ihr p!:'rty muAt :-rcog'!'liZc i~n ·-rS:Ct. · · .tiO,.,-~_· .. _ :_:~:\·:.-:"'::"·.\;\~~: ' -
ettc-IXI"')tC!d 'thr .im:noaR1blf.. !rhP rr·sults·, au~h e.s tht-'y hcvr brrh., (l.rn O!Uy- ldi~t;~-_:.J.;···.< ';'" · 
cauld hS:vr_ brPn _f':!I'TJcctod, ,r: tt lf'ent,.wlJ:;tt: \'l'n ~o\.,6-cr to-· havr .bn<'n inoVit •. a~![!:~'r:·.': .·:·· .' 
This vH:V·lihs not hithrrto bC'C"n Fdvcncrd 111. t~r -.._.arty, ·- · · 

Or it is '>Osaibla to·scy, o-:-: tli" oth"r iw..n~d, ·that thr workP.~B wr-r'ci·rt'!e.C!:f.. ,··,·: ;-~~,·:--:~.•>1 .. ~ 
··tn me.l":('. somr ·apprr.ci"'\:CO~o:cr,anizPt1-onal rr-eponsc to u.a (riot perhR.!)B J.li·tilOUe~::·· .... · ";:-····: ·.-
ands ,r•:t somoth!llf.: corrr•~o"ding tio our' o:t:fnrts) but th~.t the min f&l.luro . . . ' _. .... ·c\ .• ·~· 
- .. ue to fe.Ul.;r po.rt;r roothodo. f thrt is so, then tho J)nrt;r ae,a wholo :·. ':"·.'. 
baare thr rec:ponsibility. ITo onr-. t=-dvr.nard eny important r..nd conorC'tn eltr~ ·:~':;: -.~:· ._ .. :::.·~:.~ 
netiVF' crurSn o£ P.cti'ln. !l'lio gJI't~c.t. vrluc Ot thr. cou.rac: "" .too!rt' iB_.thft.t·-.!t"'. _·_ ~- ~ _ ·····~.:-·.:: .. . --­
we.s tried :out· _b.r -cvr17 ~~~c ·.or at lr·~!lt rtcei-l.v' r.v"·~,n,.., 110Z.r- ·,~r "J.'CB'f:- :~-~~~~.;_S\·;~.;~~~~.-_-.ti:_:·::~~: 
~PL!_~tC'd.l~, It _i_s th_r.rcto,;-c·. ~ta!l-~~-~11?:~!"- f~r. er..:r "lnr t'l ~f'~ -"Re.d -wf. . .-donC'- ·oth<"rw*:.-<--~~~--:;~ : .-_~:0,1 ·r.'·.­
Wia•, the ro-stilta would lw.vr bocn..llitforrntn, !rhia l·•ritrr .. t- •·ny rnto. is -.' - ." 
so;ring nothing of thr kin.d, :It, hol<•vor, wo <r.roo thPt 1~0 did tho best §ca- .. •·~;,~,·.·. , 
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B'ible under the oiroumstnnoos, that doos' not ·aotLle tho question .ror the . .rut-
• ·· ure. The party hae .now £oreca.st··tor ·th'e oomi_rig ~ar·s_ a period at adci&l 

ori.s_b in tho United States·. '·This ·oari be ,.rioudy intorprot.ed, In the '!IElf 
Ilil'"BRNA2IONAL e.nd in tho Inte1•nal Bulletin I have wri tt,on nrtioloa Vlhi•h 
er.press %'. par_tioular emPhae:ie: oh the i'uture deVelopment ot tho AmerlcO.n 
worl~inr, class• Soon tet be freed_ from the restra:int.G·or the J::uropea.n i'l'n.r, and 
With tho gront expori•noos. of 1939·1944 to help it, it now tacos a political 
development which, when it oomao, will in all reasonable probability bo ae: 
vio~ant e.nd all-ombra.cing as was tho industriu.l dBYolapmont ot tho CIO a row 
years ago. Tho.t· some. millions or \7orkers may vote tOr Dewey \':auld not. alt.or 
th8 bo.oio movement •· that may even a.cclOrate it. The whole intarnu.t.ional and 
national situation are Conditioh!ng &Ubs~o.ntial eOctions to roooivo estromo 
rovolutionery agitntion a;,d propcgnr.du, As tar as it is hUI!Ulnly posaiblo to 
see, any £allure on our part over the n~xt tow years will rest squarely with 
the party itself, That is the way the question niust bo posed, It, in the 
next £ew y.,_ars, there is a great C!OOial crisis; great notions by .the no.seas 
{fer r.ithout. tha.t thara.is no soc16.1·-"orl51u) and th6 party 5t.ill rumains a 

.. ·raw hundred or at best continues to be so -~ncignii'icant ius to be uno.bl~ 'to 
·stamp ·itself upon the national ConsCiousnessj then the qUestion of re4ponsib• 
ility for failure becomes philosophical, if not aoadem!o, ·We hnvo to recruit 
sufficient mambars to becomo nn ettoctive revolutionary p~rty. It is in the 

·light or this thct our own recent past o.cquires speclal. dgni".ficBnoe; 

'llhat then wore we trying to do ? 

To ·put it. bri.etly we i1ere conducting Ourselves in'·p~oPago.ndO: aJ1d. o.git­
o.t.ion -o.s ·if we wore·.n.lrowiy·.thdt m~~ss partY·Wh{Ch·"rie ·hope .·to booome. ·ro ho.vo 
7~,-'._~t. our memborshfp ·tn· the, unions ·did _n·ot :tro.nSfronl :~e ··if!to_··.O:."·ro~s. :P'nr~y; . . 
ifa booomo .,., propugnndist. soot in tho union's , .. "•Thiit'·1s nll• Arid. n p>:o'p:lgn,r~l.ist., 
aoct, howove:r .u.cti.v~ in tho :uniOn,· is not a. ·me:s·s partY a 'For. 1_this ·~:J-lie"on. tOTi:· 
.members .of: tho .. C.:e. ·oould-diat:ributo 10,000 }>op~es. _of .th~· ;su:n~ay ·~rorlier. in 
any area.. ar.d confidently ·!)ope •to ·>'eap results •. · .. Their ·papa_r hs.s'.JlelJi1id :n.·,. 

.. ""t:l\.e interna.t.iona·l· power ·and· preStige :of .a. gren.t Dtc0.8rn 9,ta.to. · .. Xhe:-pai-ty.,iS 
·· · nat~oru.\l~Y ... r~.cogni z.eii •. Iri· various sphortis i-ts· BCti.o nS · ~r.a.t:e~~.P;llf a~f~·at." , . ·; 

·tho· wages. :anq,WQrking.oonditions and: political life of l~rgo bodies_ o£ ir_or~""•. 
Poriodioally; i.b.:·nntionally ·khawn' spei>.ksrs ·can' yisi t ·tho nroa ahd ·o,npitnlize' 
on. su.C?h a. mai)S 1.distribUtibn ·poli~y.· It·~ can~·· 'B.t .a: l;iV~ti -~~·mo,. throw_. 1~:· 1 .: -~> · ,. : 
organ~ J:&rs and :pull· its contacts -togother' bY· ·o.cti Vi ty nnd. si)oci"a.l· coricOntrat:l.on 
on tho ,areli.:,.in·the. pngos of•tho pilper.· All•.tnnt"wo.o uitd"ili.ontirely.boyond :· ·. : 
~ur, o?trong_th,,, ~nd· will be .fo.~. soino -ti1ne·~, ~ -~_EX~op~ ""ho~·a .~. urli,~ri.".'si~.~~i~~:. -~ · 
1.s hot,. we, ru:o physically incapable of·•ronping tho just rewl\rd ·or ouoli mnss _ 
di s_tri but.~ons e · · How-. cQ.n ·\tori·. oo:ni"udes ho.nd.re·:sooo· -rtt.o.ciar.s ·to ·t,~o -,P~i>Or or .. eV:en :. 
500? ·we··re.ise<:l tha .. politioc..lleval o£.some.thoUsO:~s:of··wO~kar_s in.g(t~~i-~1 •. 
l.lut we "did :not go.in .n.i-.y·-subotr..ntio.l numba1~ ot ·re·crUits. thlit wo.y 'u.rid'· Cb:"nriOt •... 

. • • . •. ., •. . • • ... ; • •. . . ' ' .. ' .j. ;!. ... ~ ·'- ·' --·: . . . . . . . .. . . . 
.ThO ·p~ooi' .of 'thi~. -cart be.;Seen i_ri rovorS~·'"by 1Wlic.t·,·took pta.~~ tn' .~o·, 

There. we oou!<l ~~tw•lly, ·a.t'tect' 't-ha:·.u V. a of· t.hri''Workers-. · Sinc.o ·tho 8tr,!.ks 
in "1942',_ every .:tie:ld yrorker :ip~·.liissour:i' ·!'oilr.s. ·t·an :ho~f-8.' n..:dcy nn!i .. thoil'"goos 
hol!'.o.o Nothing will mllko: him•vro!l<'longer, 'Ico11l 313 und tho: .Trotsliyi~os bnvo 

.' t.he ciradi t. i'Or, ~-this. lin& a diBtri.but;t:onu''in 'tllG' ;urea.· ·build·. on· a.'· ·concreto~·. ' · 
~ourid"titibn •. · At1 nny time. \tot.o.roo rolidY'~-r do·:Echil:•oti·tt:)orui:t,S ·· D.ra·· \Vhiting far·; ua. 

'But. olsewh~~o. t.hnt. is. fo~'.us :impossiblo; .'·~ny continuo.tion ·'oi' this,'. polioy·1n 
,:tho s~o i'!'rm can o~ly rosul t. ·in WD.stod · orror:t ri.nd• tru.st~~t.io·n .•.. Fil)~lly ~~o. 
·!'\~ye·gc.ined SO::"~ ~1"!:-!..ons-in .. ir~"·ustry-.: BUt.. the ·po~ition! f;d:n6c:1'i7tJJ.'ri·t.ha' 
rasult or n high·loyel.'.of' >3nlploymont •. ·:wo·,rnc-a·,i:n tiinO t!w.sa·:unOmpU)yinOr.t~ ·. 
:Vhu p~rt.y moS~ .. imprqbo.bly Ci.~n a. void .t.ho oonauquonoe·s of' thiS~ .. "':ChC quost~On ·: 
llo'tlld t)a"t ~~Gri~usly .bo judgod· at ,tb~:ci:mvontiort-=in·Jnnua:ry·~; BUt \'ia· m.il.y •· 
l:oo fO.oo.<! with tho posaibilitios of o. roturn to oonoontrd:ion' on tho porsone.l 
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contact method o£ mnldnc recruits, ' This is the policy followed by tho 
Ca.nnonit:as,' it ie ao.id, with good results •. !Jut tho qUestion is not by' a.ny · 
means ox~austed Oy mass distribution or concentration on personal conto.Ota·. 

Our turn to the maeoes, correct, legitimate and indispensable, b~ought 
with it a particular form of agitation •. We lacked the nationa.l nnd inter­
nu.t.ion!;i.l druwing power of o. mass pa.rty, liko the C.F. Yet in LABOR ACTION 
which bocemo our :...a.in woo.pon, we did not concrotoly tell theso thOusa.nds of 
workors nha.t t!-loy could not lonrn 1~ any othor r.o.y or tram nny othe·r source. 
ii'ho.Lt a party 1s, Vjhy it·'should cxiat, wh[l..t hns boon tho past ot such p<!.rtios, 
why th13 rondor should consider thOJ.t ;;.ll tho.t rre did and ho--roa.d muot cul- · 
mina.to soon in joining tho po.rty - tho.t WtUI conspicuously from the pa.per. 
E':.;:opt for r. pamphlet by Wnd, thoro is ~ot ons singlo pioco o-f propa.gcmdist 
litor~ture to de this· recruiting job, Wo did net .oven produce ~pamphlet 
r.uyi.ng whc.t tho lforkors Po.rty is o.bout. thus noithor inside tho- PlllA'lr nor 
<.,utsido o! it uoro the ma.ss distributions concrotii:ad. It 'rtould bo a VfJry 
lo·;; 'lovol ot• discussion 71hich triad to provo thnt this. wo.s d1.10 to 11 lo.ck o£ 
forcus~.. It ;1a.s a. colossa.l misto.~ o.r:td nonhero so much os from tho point of 
vio"IT of recruiting. '!'his l70 must probe to ita roOts or \7o shell novor cOrrect 
tho mistol:o in tl:o t;o.y it \7111 h!l.vo to bo oorroctod. : 

LABOR ACTION As A Rocruitl.ng Agont 

The present LABOR ACTION must be the. foundation ·of the further develop­
ment- of the pa.rt~.r.· Ther9 ee:.n bO no return to tho old l.iilita.nt or the 
SOCIALIST APPEAL beth for reasons whl,ch are.17oll reco0nized•by:inca£ of .. the 
msmbers of the party and .for others ;whioh will be. apparent ·t'r~m ·the. rest of • 
this docuinont. Fil'St of e.l..l, it i.s necessary to diOpode or the broad criticim 
1>hst ~BOR ACUON·.is a le:rt:-lii~g t'ro.d~ni.on paper,· Tha~ i'o ·not ~nli,faloo. · ~ . 
but unless it is disposed ·or in the proper ... ay, .it 1D so easily \replieCI to 
that it prevents that, analysts of the· paper whioh io n~ces<>e.ry.-· ·LABOR ACTION 
is no left-w!:nr; !r.!!:l! union~ ••• The.' paper is poli.tice.lly o"ppased to .the · , 
oe.p!i~list .syst'£"' ~no..~ap~ist. class as no loft-vling tre.de.union ·paper 
can be unle·aa· i is 'based on·Y&rxiom.--ro-to.ke .one. exnmpl'3.· :. The•·_tn:e·oreti~al 
op,·osition ~to t.h(i.Jiar ·_.i'p_ .. 9o~P1Gt~_ly beyond r ~ny .left~nr; trt.tc!e··Un!ori po.peF. :.-: :· 
tha¥:.~his wrl,ter he.a ever hse.rd .of• Nc,.let't•wi·ng tr~a·u~on paJl<!i" ~e.s' ;tllo ·: .. ' .. 
theoretical :"a.so of oui'. political e.rtiol.e~·-· In.all tnesa ease.ntial- r:edpa~~; LA 
is o. lAo.~.x:ist· S:nd. n·ot a.: trade. union pa.per. Fut;'.tharmore,i ta union :c9v~r~ge_ ·ia. 
equally bnsed on· the concept of class, And !,f •. tho .party woro " ne.tiollll·lly · 
known party tho' paper aii it'io would be ".P""ort'ul.roc.ru!tini; i70apon,.''Thio·!.e 
not s. question oi.>7hether roadors ~<pow thnt· it is tho !J'lpor o~ tlie 1/crko~s ' 
P~rty, I.1' the ;paper enid this in, o:<!'ory ,.iS suo· on ovory pago, it· >iould".,nQt 
holp matters, A rondor of tho pa,por .-rr.ould cnthor th~t tho union.quooticn. 

-ttas ot pO:ramoun~ :tmportanoo. ~: \·:ou ld le~rn, somowha\.: abstra.etl)r;. th~:~.t lO.bor 
in gonor~l' ehould form e.· L~bcr jlo.rty, ·But ho 11culd road tho paper fpr ono. 
yoe.r ond got no cohoront.,lcn~\7lodgo ·or wlmt tho Second Intorno.tional 1nis nnd 
11hy, of tho ,history ~nd .dovalo~nt .of tho Third Int.orllliUonnl •. l!oet 'importnn\ · 
of tho historicnl .dovoloP.<ini<tnt of., the, Amoricmn working oln .. , ot its past.. · · ·, 
prosont, nnd futuro. of. vlhnt tho 11orking clu,os etood for hiotoriclll~Y.·as; O:guinst 
copit~l1et scoioty, of· thut !>o nould 1oo>r!l.vozey• lUtloo Not o!'ly'>rould h? net .... 
lonrn thi.s in goaarnl,. but 'h~ -rrauld. not lonrn tho rollltionshiJ> or the r~v~lu~ n­
ary'ldn.rxist-:.Do.rt:v. to tha __ cla.ss.-- .Ho_\rould novor-kno~~wha.t:.o. rowalut!ona.r;,·;, 
po.rty l71l.s, \7hy one shOuld exist. whnt """ itS purpose, nl.n~ nnd mothcds, \,%' l.t. 
'ml.s o.n imp.;ro.t.i'Vo .nqOo'ssiiy, wha.t Wlf ite rolQ.t,1on tc =tho ·LD.tOr- P:lrt.y o.r,d, · 
~bovo ~ll, why ho ris nn ndvnncod -rrorkor shOuld got into c'ontnat 1rith it, So , 
that avon· i~ ho know that .tho pnpor,.lma tho pnpor of tho l7o~korll l\\rty; lt h 
impo .. iblo to soo· hatt' hG :would loo.rn llll the things thllt. ~.•. 11oaosaC\ry fow hi .. 

o • • I' .·~ ' . • o 
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t.. '-lit' tp ll!8/'.e·lli"' i!lt'o ·ripe m&teri&'l:' for 'Boiifn;.,.Y~~- .-~~ 'i~ .. ~~~· ;:~k ot' e.i.i 
thi.s' ~1' ~llo .. ~p;.,., not onl;y>_ o~lioi~~ but: implicitly; which give•; rise, to tho 
criticism tl-.&t LABOR ACriOII i•·& le~~g t.radl'. union··papor;· 'Xo attempt to 
moot this <li.tioism by B&)'i!IG that.• the. Critics want·• to ·go' back to the old 
Uilitant is What has to be rootsd out of all our di•oussion. 

·, 

I.A!t us clarity tho discuoeion at once.- one good pamph·let and six montho 
or reading LA should lead a suboto.ntial number·or readers of LA a long way 
towards Joining us. It io possible that n dozen •uoh pamphlets and a reorgan­
ized LABOR ACTIO!! would not have. helped us in the pliot. !t is poodble t.hat 
a. roasona'&lo oootinn or the papor doVDtod ·· spooifically .to. educating American 
reD.d.ers for Amar.ioan BolshovJ,:~~m; would have la:tt us where ·we are now. It is 
poasiblo. But this muoh is cortnin. Unlosn in this field thai'O iS a. drs.at.iC 
reorientation, tram top to · bottOI!l, not only or 'tho . popor bot· or the party 

1 
we 

~ ga.in o. tow mombors, doublo our membership• avon treble it in two or threo 
yoo.rs. But wo shall i'o.il contplGtoly to movo orgu.nizo.tionally wi~h tho necossitim 
of i.ho timos. l'hat is whc.t ·wo ha.v~- t.~ do,no_t grow in gon_eral,- but grow in n 
cortEJ.in pro~bti-~n ~ncl:·anything· ~ls·o is failuro. _ · . 

J , •• 

••·~'••:uVo}:QiZ.otimStailC.os Or:-.tha American ':'fOrking c:lnea nnd of the W .P. 
oo:mplloto·l;y f'rom tho -idee. of recruiting •ono by one 

and irl ono sonso Wb Shall 
·it 

, · Unitsd Ste.tes0 · 

years, : ..arely e. ""'t.ter of pors'onal POnt.aoti'··mt!,~:·~-;~~~:}:i;,!~liYi is living·~n. ~91'(, .. : •foday.-·the whalo organir,.tio\1 otsocioty · . 
1 

· 
towards mass .oolloctive action on a gratad l!lcale-. Workers·.in-any . 
repelled from omall insignificant groups. ·:rttO perspectivas· of one-by-one . 
building up.ot e. party·to.l)ave elle0t in·tsn .. o~ twenty'~aro•Ha!S· little"oerioe_ 
to a wo:rker.in ·.a. country WhaN organiud lllbor is-14o.~nUlion iltrorig,' and :the 
NAACP ha~-.half e. million lllOIIIbero •. ~ther,' sooial·an\1-'politioal•!'\evelopmonj;s: ·· 
are aooelereted .. n~· .. only io apoco l!ut in ~im9": .A'nejv•.polit)dli·l!•<;rr;nriiiS:tiori'.'.: · .. 
issuas at,on•.·str,91rQ millions of pqph18te, tho,.Jiolitioa1•le'zi'dore<addr8ss .· · 

. the hatio'!.!>rr: .. ,tl\e ·World by·,rl!dio'cnd·dro s.DQ.li·~,b:,<.:th~'!Jiit£o\'i:c>ii ;~ho sore~n, :. 
· labor union· zdaka .. ape.o!a.l ~~i·bl ;ahol'tia _ot thoil' own.~, Xhe .. :PA_C. "S._p:ra.ng 'up ·ovor --~ "-~· · 
night ;.,_,ipj.:s, fs

1
'tho .llf:O ft llw in, iio' ho.~'n.l (t.h£i: ·z'e,Sourooa:. ·to· J?og!;ri .tho so' .. 

things, ,)hit to. us .. ouz:. :po~uiar· pnao .b'•not,'wllnt 'ISp!A was'·to<_tho ·oo.z:ll·· .. ' ' 
B<illii18Vik~. , .. ~y' .~lll·,..~··ha'fO• to·oOoiitoM !'P~n•\,,~ to.ohnionl· ta:cilittoil' · . 
of the··Bourt;aoisio •. i~t. 110 ,Jia'nl- t.>'·06·· ntond'l7ith'.nnd ti!C• OO'lloctivo ·aooi'al 
consciouaiiti~a e~!~~ipgi;41.D« .to· 1'0 ·.·.fho cid~~':ngnirist, hlllll'l>lo:!"'o.let!lr~.'S:ii bo~t!;>· . 
ings lilGeciSXIl/,,,a:id UBOI! ACfiOII-IIIlftl loD«th&'llodl onormollll:fo'· .!;All()R AC!lO!I · · · 
boooB".oa: ~ur pros :B. :Qur,. radio, our pldlia;· nnd ·.,tir til, .•IJOrt~ •ITo haw ·to"~ ' 
it int() soino.~ng j>~oh With tho llOOOIOary lj"o~ng1 17ill'pronc!>; v:in°i'oc~ta, 
and adho_r_ont~. t,~: boNOnd. ou.r· lfmitod por,oo"''l oo~~.ll!'t·; '·: f!lec ~r~on~· ~onta,et. , .·. 
nnd the ~~-• za.~•Hng ""'"·t mordy•bo tho· oo"!'l).t~fll£" o:trolce:"to'wbtit J?!i!n~h~,to·:· ·' :;. , 
and :u.. ~~- e.;Lro!'!ly. done. ··The. paper .• muo~ carey, ouch -a meosar;e·tMt as''~!>'> .... :. . ; . 
social crisis develop~, .on.th•• Eaate~n s~e.board and the l!ic!c!li>"ll'odli'at any· · ... , 
rat,;;· 'the ''i'do" sliJ:i~· 'lrro.duelly.· oryotaliie'. limong :~houo .. nds o:t~ rea<le-±-ii' ·:moat' o:t : 
them u~own ·to-·.~~i·.:_t~·'t this papor sbould ~ac"fll.d:,-n .. 4ui_lJ:p.~~=-pcz:--: . -~~ _·P~.~.~- .. · 
Vfrit.or 

4~li:o •vp ~na~. tho Americo.n working •clo.aa doc". %\0~- noe_d'~i.ta .oombati?ltv: · : ~ 
stimulia~o1!,- ''JI:ll7· .. suoh approach on our p<a.rt in p"rti.i:ulc.T, is not only fid-, • 
iculous bu\.',pr~silmp~uou,.- .llol.,th<ir .noOLI thoi'O bo ""ll;·te"". tliO:t; tlio ·worldng·cil,.ss 
:';ll not ~;elltg·,~· pjOl.it~~l oOrgani:ations,,. Wi:tMiit. 'o.nY """i~tiO:noo.trGm·:.', .· 

"' .:.:JIQR ACfiO~ ,gr.,.t.p~ ·.I!.Qllho~y; those .e.ro gain~: to OOJI\O with·" violen,oQ and., ·. :· 
t''""'-CO -~· .,~ ·. u.~'l:·- V,i.~ ~ D.a&to~•h . 1;l0~ Bqi"O t.bn.ri: 'tha ~ro.d.i co.la th"emae 1 vtis ~J~o 

.'-.# •' oJ' I • :\,,,,f .. ,, '• • '\ •• ' 
: (• .I . ~ 
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Tho whole· ~i•to"Y or lnbor und ot lnb~r in thia co~ntry ia·indlontive,~t tho· 
r~ct th~t. What tile· AIM,rl.olln worki!ll OlllU: .. nqodo ·'"·the ~ory lind 'PI"BO'C1oo· ;'. 
ot Bolliha'fiomi That ·ia· !Vha~ it nooda·1 o.nd thnt b ·Whot it· e:.n. get ·only·· • ·: 
tro:n \15; :ftdo h who.t we •ha ...... to tra11Uate l.nto tha P'>t*'·o Jhio is. 'lil-.at. 
the P"J?l'• l...,laJ. and it d,.aa not lnclc it b;y ao~l.dont 0r' !o.ck ot torcon·; 

!AllOR ACTION is What I. t lis booilil&e tl!o pnpe'r b band on a ·cortnin 
theory, ' Tile thoory l.a thot tM American working ell1h ie llot olU~ Gonscloua 
to c. sufficient degree, Our buU..,aa ih·.tho Jlllper tharetoro ill to f.ry·to 
raioo tho inc.a,.os to the Mxt lita~o, . fhc.t atngo ·ta. to make thom l'ead)l tor lfn 
indepontent labor, pllrty, iYhen.th<f •tote ia rso.ohedl tho workori will then ·· 
be ready l:'or, rovoltitl.opo.l-y J:nrxl.ot pl'clpapndth So tl!o.t at proaent we aro .. dol,ng 
tho bast thc.t c~n poosib1W. be done, At tho some timo, howovor1 on. this theory 
o.nd with "· p!>por corroapondins .to u., wo tiot aa it "" expoot 'ltotkero t:o join . 
tho rovolutionary·~rxiat·po.tty, ·Thl.a ia tho contradiction in which .the Party 
finds i tsolf, in rogard tQ .WOR ACTION and ,recz:uiting• · 

. . ' 
First of nll tho idea thot tho golloro.l. lovel o£ conscioWJneas of o. 

woi'kinS Olnss movol!lent forbids the ,st"rons. ·and:. ~r;orous to~"hing ol: Jla.rt:lam 
~Ontrnry to_ the \lho~o theory nnd pi='iiC'£rCo _ o~ the lio.rxi.Gt ~.ent for o.. - .. 

···- ..... 

'iiuiifrod yotit'o. lift!iout going into that n.,.., tliGre is. tll8 .~xt>Orlenoo. o(Amottot>. . 
ffill during tho last. titty. year•• Boforo 1914 thoro wo.e t!io'·r;qnorill popular . 
agito.tion for socl.nliam of· Jack'Lohdon and 'lo.tGJi' ot'Upton'Sinolaii'.· :Tids tlnint' 
a. w ide re:spon~e_ =~ ~t: nu~hors of ~ple.r Ba~t~ in c4~titJh;··t~.e!e ''-
Wils tho atrl.otly·lli>,rXiet pz'Optigo.uln und '.lgi t.i.tion :ot'th<t' Socinll.ati Lo.bor" Pi>.rt,y 
and t~ Aloo.ricon =social!. at Plirty,· Both of ·t:heao 1il'thoir·.·..a.rtol>ac~)o11 .. we:re ' 
Socialiat-a nnd )llu'XI.ota aponking'atrocioly· to 'tho Amorl.co.n·'G'Ijtko!s•· ·Such · 
defioiencoa a. a ·_thoy had ue·- to bo oxplt\iriod bY' tho . .:ta.Ct thO.t-·tboorOt.~OCil'l,- · · ·· '·: · 
thoy ~oro bc.sod aoro or. lose- on tho· goMro.l 'ata.nclo.rcls o.nd~ idoo.a ·of thO·.,· - ._ ·, · ,· 

.llllroponn Socinl Domocracy. Tho SLP in p:>rtioulo.r 'not only tnUj;ht l!nrld.sm 'bilt 
o.lso indulged in mo.n' iniuotri~l 11ork. ' · · · '.,.-

Secondly, they hod definitive aucellssea b1.'ildint;··tr0ll>· tho· grcund•.up~· .can 
any one a·ay j'.hat today the .Nosriosn lt'orking ·ola10. is lea• class conooi(>uli ·tban. 
""'" tho worki·'!f: '.class :o:ill.oh. those. pioneers. addrooaad so boldly:arid. oo'.oonoj,Oilsoio 
l:y? 'l'he m!ro oxistel)ce, of .th9 ClOis proof onough if.proot is nooded 'ot•tbe ·· c 
t~omandouo .ot~o 'or'.de~o.lo!D'Int' which· the AD!Or!.oan·working olaao,.Ma~'~eaobed;. 
in comparison to the daya· o't. W~rld War' i:. llot. only are the Tiorkaril· ot=gnnl.to\1' 
induatrial.ly. ~ ... ,; ~le..as. De.opito t.~a abaenc~ of'·an ·iiulepoti<lent'.'labor·•P,>rt.}'.'' ·' .... '!',< 

·the Amori.oan worl:int; "l"aa io li'nhg tin int~nse· political lifo i·n·-the 'AuierJ.co. '·" · 
o.nd "o.no .World•., of today, lt ,lia.a hod e:cporionco or. ce.pitaUat: -~~.ioi~•.l.n"l.'-s, :. , ·: 
moot hOrrible· :l'erm,. of .. two imporialiat_wnra. e.nd. he• oeon••organl.~ed ··lo.bor 'S1'0'!I' ·· 
to be en aotuul and recoG'Ii oed aoct·aJ.' force:.· 1!l1ere hoe been llroi.lr;ht- ~..oM· to' . 
it tho p,oli il..oal. oonaoioua, !"'•.•. ot Jliaeism, • ot' .pro,..tari.•n' ~TO~llti!ina ,in," ·, . ·. 
Europe, of the poeoibill.ties.·of, harbc.riam;·. tho contro.'!iotion to- bo·· aohod·bat.. 
ween the,P!'ton~ialitieo o~··the,.,;i~cductl.ve a;ystom o.nd-the aocl.al''lleodi(~t tliG · 
meso a of. t~ pooplo. All· tbi'i,. oldota today c.a· p:>tontial' material 1rbi'ch · ... 
did not" oxiot in tho' daya.ot tho SLPand tho SP. 'Under· tho olrcwatil.lii:eo''llllii.t 
roc.acn ia. ~~ro ,.tor )>elio:vins·thilt 'on tho· i>o.aia· ot ·~ha ·taaas trade ~n1im ,;,;rk 
nnd ita· coYOrng0 in tlio. p:>por wo.oaiU>Ot apoo.k boldly,and· diroctly:tor.'wlie.t': ··· 
"" ato.nd tor, Ynrld.nn aocie.Uatli eoolcillf: to build· a rovolut!.onaJ'Y po.rty' : · · 
in tho·!lllliiO ot aciiontifio oooililfom? •It. wo aoo it., wo will do it> ··· '~ 

.: . 
OUR I!lrBRIIATICIIAL EXPllRIE!ICES.. . . .• 

. , ... '. 

• • . ! . : '. -~ : 
. ~· --.. .... · ·-· . 

LABOR ACTIO!t tis not .,:,;· c.o'cidont.• It ia no -it. I.a.; 'tl.rt.uo·e ·O:ncl '=to.ults~ ·a.· 
p:>rt or· tho intolilv:itl.oml !rot:eql.wt mow ... nt. •. I1' ropt"oao·rit:l :o;·,ata«o: in :t:t:a'. -:' .. 
dovolopmont •. lion:f ot t.ho rwiTor oomro.doa dicou~a .tl\3 po.po'r ·,.nd oU.. 'moV.mei>t ·" 
with no laloorleclso o~ whl>t t.hoy o.ro tllllcinr;. o.bout•. 'l'hooo cjuoatic'na 'hol!e'vor' ·..,it. 
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bo do.;lt. ·~itli~ ~tpri;ho.i~i w,l)i.: . Lenin ·~ll'ii,s~iid t""t tli.d. p~oblc!U. olliii~_f ··l .... 
building should bo diaouhod r.ot only 01110ng thp londol"s and thO ·intol_loo~u.,lis, 
but. h tl)<> pro11~: bo~ro tho "~rimra;: Ho' hi!'iJoll' iot ·!" i>ob),<! o¥\nple; tot; · · · 
us "" 1o~st b~gin 'by dieousol.nj: tlu>ID among oursol_~s >tith· th:>· nooeosnr;r IDilt-
orinl. n.ild'~nCkgrOUnd-~ ·' · · · ·- · .... __ , · · ·.·· ···.·· ·· .. · · --. . . . . ' - . 

\Yo .;,uot_: •••~ first, ttio.:intornntionai isoe'rio. in'iihich the Trotil¢t~ . 
DIOVOD>>nt, t'unO.tionod Undor. Trotll)o/' nftll.,r,p.t ho Wue ti-ying"to' do 'from 1928 Ulitil'' 
his' donth in !940.. · • .:~ · : ·.-· . · ~ .. · •· ·· · · • · · ·· · · 

trd.'uropobot'w;..;;. 1919' llrd 1944~ r:ltli'pir!inps ono. oxeoption, no prolot~ 
nrilln pilf.~y' ·~{ "PY .. ~tro~th.' ~(a:n· ~·morgod · i n~?pondont1y frci:::r the'· \;rolotnri<it• 
Tho )lA1''i'ii: Oorm~1'y',. t-ho: Indopondon.t ·La.bor. Po.rty; tho .Dutch l'tlrt.y 'lod by l'dter 
Sohmi t.t;, 'd~ woro ·apli ts troin ·tho· maes SO'eie.l Domeorotio Party • Sooondly, . 

· the-80
7 ~-plit~:WatB' ~od.'by_ mQn wno· WorO a.lro~y wo1l~ata.blis1'iod o.n l!!a~e:r:.: i.n 

the Sooin1' flem~oh.t:io' Pnrly. · From tho ·beginning, Trotsky who di·roctod thu. · 
Trotel:Yi te• ini>VCD~Siit rms prott;~·'cleo.r ns ·to· tho genorn1 'oituntion· ~nd what· it, 
dom'anClcd,'. Hi~·~ eono'eptions'D!Ily' lie' div!dod itlto"threo periods, 1929-1934,·. 
1934-1938, · I938~on.· ·· Sni>h period hD.d ·a sepnrnto nl..;, nnd sopnrnto method.• ''. 
During ·tho fi.r·st.· pertod.-· Trot&ky concched.·ot'us ns a fhlction ct· tho Comtlllnist 
Po;rty;t· We niticd o.t roirito·grllti.ol'l into nn nlre_~ oiciotiEt;·mnss· revolutiono:r~ 
intetno. ti'onlil' o'l'gnni·•ntion;' ., .. OUr wllOlo:. pr6pnso.iiQo. &iii!"' ngi t.o.tion·. uir.:od ·. . . 
milirily o.t wlntilng o~r-'·poople who ·urdoratood:;wha.t.:\70·. \:foro· drilr!.ns o.t.··. . -· 
Van~o.rd . SpOke~ to ·-~nguo.rd':: :: flt,a· w-6r.a··t!'t!!ued· .. fo~- -th.."tt':purpuso u.nd~ wi t.h. tho.t 
o.im. 'Cri ti'oisma· ot the press c'ii'· those· do.ys my be 1egi tbw.to, but ii' th:>y 
do not bollr,that'...iri minClj','j;'hoy:ni'<>>ilot·o!lly' uso1ess:but mBloMing.' 'flo did 
nOt."f·have :·to_ mnke i oilr-:ma.!n ··bul"dGni of·. oxplc.ncitioti· ~h:::t .Socib.lism, or· ·B_olshbViom . :: :-> 
m:LSO' .ife' opernted W: ithin tho· i'tllDIO\Vork• Oi'·"·' false Bolshovii"n Which: :w&\ :,;L ·.,' 

prop~~~~:~•: ~or.roct, ·. , ,: · ·',' . .' : · ·•· · ; ;'.t';, ,' · ·" ': '
1
,. :::. :, /'' · 

" i • Th.~a policy "'"": ohnngod in• 1934 with· ·>ID J~o!ICh !i:uror:un<b7<J ·.broude!IOa·;·:, 
oU:f._! Oim• · ·wo :·h.a.d·;noW ns· our·mnih ob;1aotive~.th•J:.~.:l.eft-Wi:ng~ of').the.:_S~..:_i_!t,!•. ·•· ':.: · · ·:; 
~"E.•!..!'EZ'i n Eur?!'i> ;·• in• po.: ·rtiC)llc.r;· thi:o,. tms :J>nd. is n· highly' poli.ticOilized!. · · . 

, f:l'bupi ng. ·. :It. ·l!li>ro otton·· than bot, had syfnpo.tlultio nnd ovon ·.intollootnn1'! >.·: ·,.: ,, 
ni'i'! li"tiona: r:ith; Ccrn111Unieil1 nni Couummist, Po;rth's..·:•:!t ungerst.oad:.broo.dly· ·.: ·: < 

.l'lhBt.· tllo proltl"ms nnd ;·ooni'liotiriworo nbout. , Xl"ot.sky .-.: ~Mc.ro: .oi'; tho:: ur,.oncy as::: '. 
tho ai tub.tioh;" ni:ncd nt opli tting, oi'f eubst.<,:.n~illl>:.sqotions;oi'. tho so· rt;dio<Lli•od 
norbrs- to·. bOcotlc-~.:t.ho-:. Jiuoloi; 'Of",.ma.ss. parties'-:::': 'nlo.t a.lso-:\7t.&·-.a.: A.pc.oio.l.ia:od,·_·'.:.: . i 
brgot tor' ·ou"'"<>ti.vi tios, 'It r:ns. only·1n·.19.38, tho.~ .. th.ct .po1icy .. ~ro.-.or; loss 
oc.mo to.nn· oild ·ovoryuhoro• ·,In 1938, ,tho .Four,ti\,I~~prn\\t,i0ncl,:. 171l~;.Jnuno!ui.d• to : 
sto.nd on· its·;OlT!l i'o ... ~. :.~ho:. rcsul.ts. o.rs> hJ.gh]>,r.;in,sJ<ru.otivo;. :·'<"!'opt·: in .Bslgi)U:l· i 

.11horo thoro.• wns• ll· pro1etorinn·,b[10is. in,tlul Bo.ri~g<>,,.tho .,vuri.,!!s ll)lropo,o.n· 
pa.rtiea fa.ilod to MO.kc progress.· Tho most. no.t~i"ioUsJ !o.i).uro ~a.~ 1~ :li)'o.p.oo .. 
r;horo tho P.O,!,hnd boon oatnblishod ns o.n indopondont p:.rty in 193Go · 

. 'li~~ it i~' i~portant for 'us today to n~~~ thO:t tho :,;;..;·~i~an party in as 
totally di.!'ferorit environ.;,ont i'oUc;•ed. omq.~:].y th<.>:.~e;n<l. q~urso ,aa tl!o: Europso.n 
Trotskyite parties. Fro.;, 1928-1934 it nb:od min1y at tho Com.;,unist Party . 
and waa tre.in.o,!i .!'or ·JIO .doing .•.. Fro.;, 1936-8. it o.imo.d. at ,tho ·Ail!sriciln,.~ccialist 
Pnrt.y, a po.rty which in oompnrison IVith tha £uropeo.n. ~opi,a.1~1D0orut.iq parties 
was oud As liko "SIViss group oi' boy-acouto in oompni'J,son 'fit!) tho GOmnn 
army. ·However,_ somo &.~ins vrero .mdo t~aro t~n.:~n E'P'ope,_. n.~4- ~f'!. 1~~~:. the SWP 
followed tho interne. tiona.l oourao ~:r-. tho,. Xo.-otskyj..t.o =vemant and foood. tho ,.. .. , 
·,,, -·," ',' '•:,,_·_' • ·.:.··, ,·''':- .. ~ '•:, .·;.,,:·.r,·.·:·: ,_· ,':o•·:., . ..', ·_:.::~.:-. __ :·' / ,''' 

• flioso . phonomone. o.rc 'to ,b<l. g~,...,~.,lly o.xP~!'!riai by tho .capaoitl': o~·. oC.pit.o.lism :t;, 
min~n .illlisiona. in ,tlul.,pro_lo.tnii<>t.,during. ,t,his .. P!'z:iod, , .Tiul., quosHon

1 
!·hough • 

GOl"IDilno, lt ia. impossib1e .. to ~rent horo •. , I nm .moro1y dec. ling 'IVith tho noo- .. ·, 
ho!ty at :gott.i.ng tJ.O:ivi P"":~P!',~it.l...,..; ~~ ~.!qi,,.. rwl Pc>rti• b.iild!.Jig... · · ·;. 
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American ~·••s a~ an independent orgenloat1on. !hue, in. th~.ten.rearo pt ito 
ex1ot~riae·; in it'.i e&ttation, propllg8lll!8.; oducaUon, U hiid been· a."Eiu-opean• 
party, almi~~& r..< .the 'siUIIe special bed groupo as tho ll:ul'opean put'ies. · In ,the 
period 1928-36 this hiid not been o1' mooh importance. l!ut when' the American 
party ·raced the pr~opect of addreelin& the American workers, the'·cliffei'ent 
at ace a. of' danlopment ot American and Ellropean at t~nce aseu:med inipOrtariCe; 

·!he pol1t1celly edu~ted groupill& in Europe, a potential soil for Trotskyism, 
did not and do not 'enut in the United States on tho. eo.ele tbat tbe.Y .do in . 
!Uropo. In America tbe split from tbe· s.w,p~ oamo too early for ani defin1t1Te. 
ooncluaione to bo drawn, but apart from tho Rueelan qu.estlon, 'tboro was Olrendy 
in tho S.11.P.,. in 1939. a deep con'<ictilJn that tho party was golD& .nowhere 
"under Cannon's leadorehin, u llu:'Dhtun, whoso backgr01llld ws not in· tho lel\&t . 
Trotskyite, had alrqady begun ·a &tOady oriCnt8tion to,.,.~-=: t!::.L"'lc~~an.'. s~ana. 
But ll1,trllham was no llolsh<rdk a:ad. did thio ompirically, lly the timci ilia If;, P ... ' 
hiid organized itself, the approcich lJ1' war OD&ondored the movement :Ut.'Ji, :rsctiirieo. 
The ll,p, leiiderehip seized hold, of this tendency end. organtzei!..it.; ·.A radical · 
broak: l<.'B.s mnde in the turn to the massoBe Trotslcy ~ eccn a~ pr~pared !or; 
this turn thoorot1cfllly. That.""" the significance of .. the, :i!r!Ula1t.i?nal. Program. 
In pract~ce however, w had faUedt to make- tl11s turn •. ·It .11l:lB~.1l.9.t.1~_til· ~~--: .·. 
October convention of.l94l.of the:ll,p., that. the turn ima def.init.iv~!-7 ~o.,in. 
the United States .. on. thei basis ~f the impulse, given 'b;:r the war.; : Onco we r~~ogw 
ni?ltJ, howevor, tho.his~or!ecl. d!f!ei-Cxi'eC: ·bctl:Oo%1 tliC, var!ous·;pe;o_1~s~~"G- o'wi. :,, . 
erzy that the organization of this turn, by· tho lf,p, was, one. of: t)ieL~Iit ·.thi~~&s 
that bad been done in tho:T:'Oheyito' movclliont. in tho Unitodd3~atoa ·O!.~Amoric.,, 

~~--~ ~ •.' ·- '1:;:: ... 1 ._.,) -~;.:~.i~;:J;·~) ·-~· 
This time thil•'broal< .,,.,made praoticelly., .•!rotsey hadtgi:von.lts .tho ,' 

general international' theory• of. tho· ~ransit1dna,l: Progr,.,. •·llutofrom·a-.. thoorot.:.,,, 
leal and natiouaJ..pol!lt of'. :view wo mado -tho ,break. ompiric8J.ly; and:·it··ban .pro-. 
duccd all tho-vices ot Cm!Jirielam. Thoro l1ns not \·JOl'l':ad out. cr.msciouslyi:a::.:;-.·. 

, political ideology of a gcncrr..l l:ind, no tiolitiocl orientation for education, 
propagande: and ai;ite.tion. ::·In·thb pro:vioila periods wo· had.e·.thooro.tiQal.f.be.sh, 
amply workOd' out • .'Tlii>>•o: was isociallsm. in' e. single Cou:),try.; thoro. \lrui-:thoaillolo·. 
Ruseian• question;·: there' >niri tho question ,of·· tho stiutni.ot· doi'1ntl.er;·.r.rom··.tho• · · 
llolah.,.,.ik' struggle· ll&'"llinst tho ·.imporiolist war, thoro''""" .. tho ChinoiJo ri0yo111t10.., 
Go:rman li'aso1sri>,. ~ho l?opu.lar.Ji'rmit: inoFrencci, ·tho :spanisb;·qucsUon.~(wb.ich~,p...-:. · .. 
ducod ·a·longth,:r paiuphlot by:Monow), .thp Mo~cow:friald•· ·Tbooii wcri>.!tlu:; thoorot­
iccl' atock-in-trade.from 1928'--:lBoi.l.In· thoso.·w 'lived' end ·thought cnd•hto.d:. o.ur · "· 
bolD&. llut. with tho turn. to tn.Q -....... oil'• ~boso. ne.vo ;bcon"moro. or ·.toaa.i a'tUiild.imiJd:> 
ilxcept··inaofar ns .wo. mnl'o•tho ·bnroly··nocoaeilr;li ednpt.ions.· :ButJ othorw1ao we;._.. .• ·' 
livo 1h vhat iney. bo: roa8onabl.y.-d.,SCr1·bCd- as _e>'eort·-_·o:r thoo.ro4.i1C'aj, v~.cuwn~--/ 
In Europe todi!y tbat ·is' n.ot· 1·ab·, : Uruv: of tho old'pro)>loma still.·r!'fmi.:ihf Ma aro· 
for thom )ll'gent.; Jlut' tho thooroti'cmJ. aCco,Peniiftont of t!\b, ~pcc1fi(>: tUi'!l:• that 
we havtf IIU\do simpl;y dooB;·ri'ot··:oX1'8t. · . : . . ·· -, · ~' .~: .. f'·:-.:. r -··, ·.c· -· 

. ·.: ., .. '.!:. . . ··- ..... 
. • : ·. :1 i. ': ' • / '• '· 

That is w~ th'c··!'erty talks of od)lcation bu.t docs nothi~~& abOut. it • 
. , -~ ... : ., . . . ; . ' . . . ~ .. ~ . . . . ' . . . 

. That is why. tho party e.e a l·holc whilo VOr'J sntiefiod With. tho pepor 
in general yot foolo tliiilf· so'mothi~~&'rnoro iS noodod. , · · · ..... · · '· · 

• • .,: ' •:: ,.: • ": ~ I • • ' ' .:: ' . 

. . · irhnt 1.8 ,;i,y rooolutio.ns oro pnss.od :ro.r mo;o eiic1ef.i~m in' tho .. pepo.r : 
and nothin& 1s dono, Tho trMslntion of ·llolehovhm, ot llarx~"' into. terms···· 
euit<~blo.for brood lllllilsos 9f tho Arnoriean,pooplo procooda, if.e.t nll, ompir1cal­
ly lll!di l'lith<>)l.t any conocioifoi plllllo .!!id' thiS do:t'icio!lcy on our .pnrt :~ .. rntipn­
alizo bto• "·theory tbati-· tho. Acioript;in' iniis~os_ l!ljtat 1'0~ the. ·~.~r.go'·~~ )lcl;i!: · ''<': 
olass consoinua bo:forc thoy nro roDdy to ~coont tho·doctrinoa of aoionti1'1m · 
'IIN11nl.\em. !hia'is not onl;:r contrnr.Y to. tho,'oXJ!or1onea· at !'~pviau'a' !lilr:iat' 
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organizations in the 'Un1 ted States, J(• cannot """ that bsoauoe >ts have not· 
made the attempt, It muut be repeated and repeated DTer and OTe~ again: 'we 
we're. not trying to _9a_..th1s in the best ~· of .the old'!rrotskyite mo:ret~~nt •. 
All ~~ch compar~aohs can serve only tc mislead un. · 

Are we. buildins an Ame~ican ~artyj' .. . . • .. ~ . . ~ . . . . ' ' . ' ' ' - . 
...... ' 

Look' at the list ·or books :advertised by· Labor' Actiott llook Sert!ce. It 
is in 1944 ·a curiosity. Thsre .is a .book by Rocbeater "Lenin on tlje. Agrarian 
Queitioil~.tt· ·'simOnS hazi 8n old:.pnmphlet·_. "Class StrtlMlO in .Americs., rt. _Silachtman 
has' .i 'S¢ .Pamplllet. ·on· Qost-Plus, (}iJ.tes one on Inc.ontive P,Y ." and,Llllid a lOf. 
pamphlet. ori Plenty fo1• All.· For the. rsst, It is Mnrx to Xugelnuui, LeMn ·on . 
the Throatcnw o-ataotrophc', T.Otsk,y on lfui t!icr Fr1111co, Plokhnnirv ci:n Aiinrchism 
and. Soc1aliollii · Xm.itski on: EthiC_a· And li'!t!ir!n,i·,n thC '!riti:;h Gc:16rril Strike,· iwd 

. some· sixtji vol'lllios o:t;, the. liamo tne,' Tho·!JEtf. IJri'=~~IOif4L /-s todey 'a rofl.e~!>ian 
and a .veey"po·or refioct1'on of the books on this .list (that I sl)all: deal 1dt}L . 
lator) •. 'llut that. is. \Jhora· ·we stimd. To belii>vo that 11c """ bu~ld· a~l:l""s pfll':ty 
0~ ·. olicib: f~~. is a .mi.st~.k~.' ~ ·:re~~S.~/ ; .I-~ ~~~. -P.~opSr~d ;·.to ,.c~ tl;e.t )(~~~_ere h~ 
been a·phnngo h~ro· 1n l'9lJ.2~.- WO'l,'Ould ·hnvo recruite.d ntltlbers of 'rtorkers-. . , 
llut f·Jiw .wit~o\l(,~ .~··~M-ail.~.· w!>\!.~i>v'b,r that #l,cs,s, ~!lora'~· e. i?i'!!"'od, 9is­
tomaU~; ,m~~l)iidicOJ. ~bu~. d1:~ .. 19 ·at,tbi?I't:' at.' l-i!p#o1ltp.tioii, · .tho,·.sp'c~al crisis;· . 
will:· pan U:a':b;r,, .:; LAllJlll-. ACT~C?!f->: is, .t!>o'r0roz:o.,, ;a :liai>o>( O,:t, a. P'!>'t.,->.~<!>iph. has 
~~~_ .. ·a;:_~~ :~~~--1~?, ··tfl:?i'!~~r.te~ :¢asf!;~J!!- .~:~~~n c~l;·y.~i-~t~·n~~olf~;9t: ~~l~~~ng' ~- ·_. . 
Ainor.ic!ln:,P.!lr~;r. fr.om tpo G!;'lupdrUP.•· •lll!t ~hC.c-~Jtoorqtioal oqu1v.m~nt. of .. tho ,p,en:i :· 
is_ ~lip --~i?i'~~n·=:~~.o:or.'!~i·c~ p~.fipccnf ~h~9.1(~~-~ ·:~ha··1 C9.~~? .'~~!PM _C.f :.the(-.· . 
TrO~.~~:~~~~~oVO~~P~:·~r~-:~~-.toy~o:~-~ ~~---~sf-1 a~~~~~n ~rc~~.;_. · ;:;: 

1 
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Oul:' Pl:'oblem · 

This is o~l:' pl:'oblem. If it is not thel:'a, thel:'e is no pl:'o~ 
lem and all we have to do is to go on wot•king in the u.-,iona and 
hope fol:' the best, blaming histol:'y if we do not succeed. 

Let it be_ said at ohee ~t.h~,a~t;ai~~~~~~~ in 1942 muat be continued, P: 
any gl:'oup which cannot effec 
is a pl:'opagend~t sect) OUl:' place 
gl:'eat masses. One or the gl:'flat s .of the Eul:'dpean Trot-
skyite movEtment WSS that it WOUld not IZBt to the masseS at the 
point of pl:'cidUc t:i.on but, functioned' among them, where it d1dl almost 
exclusively in the mass political Ol:'ganfzations .of the masse& .in . 
the United States. Still mol:'e imports.nt,. and this is a· historl.cal 
development of pl:'ofound socialist significance" even be!'o;re_ Wor'ld 
Wal:' II, thel:'e was noticeabll3 a. po.wel:'t'ul timdenoy towal:'ds dl:'itwing7 
togethel:' of the t·rade uniori ._ti.nd poli,tioal .. organiz.S.tlionl! or.· tha: _ 
wol:'kel:'so_ In the u.s.,- this most .capitalistic of all couittl:'if)s, - · 
this hithel:'to El,tl:'opem tend,enqy, so ems Vkf!ly_· t():_,atJa1n. :1t~_·com- . 
plat est. davelopment, · Inside .. the. union milvament,. the America.., work­
ing elsa's. is ;Livir:g yha, int.en~e political 11,t6 -_o_r .~he times_)irid .. 
the Amel:'ican politic!!.~ move_ment(is likely .~p ;b~. tie~ ~-o !'he_- unlon. • ,. · 
movement from the vel:'y st·<ll:'t in an indiasoluble booo.· T!ul.Si ·in' · 
the U,S,,, in pBl:'ticulal:', OUl:' place is .in the un1~ movement as the 
basis· fol:'- OUl:' political action. ·" . . .. 

ry-well-educ • 
18,000 people in one month, opposing the impet•lal!Bt war 
the same people the next month supporting H. Thl.e is.·neithel:' 
~il:'ncle nol:' stuptdity, The party-is educated with the presel:'Va~ion 
of the Sov iat Untun as· its basis, These _actions Find changes !ll:'e 
thel:'eforo pel:'fectly intelligible tq the mambel:'s 11nci sympathi~ers, 
A pal:'ty like ours· will waste· its time tl:'ying to bl:'eak thl:'ough that, 
Ful:'the1'1!1ol:'e we shall attl:'act ether pal:'ties .by Stl:'ength. Our l:'Oad . 
continues t.:> bEl the American wol:'kers, Ol.uo aim uont~nues to be to 
lay the foundations of a mass pal:'ty from the ground up. 

Hel:'e let us get the wol:'d "mass" l:'ight. A mass papel:' in Ol:'di­
nal:'y tel:'mB is a papel:' which moves masses. Any Ol:'ganization which 
can publish such a papal:' educates and attl:'acts not only by eoncl:'ete 
aation but by the means that its size and Btr'Bngth places at its 
disposal. But we hElve to .define our tel:'ms cal:'afully. If we dis­
tl:'ibute 25,000 copies a weak, then we al:'e meeting, fol:' us, masses, 
Fu,.thermal:'e oul:' whole Ol:'ientation now in the papal:' is not towards 
the advanced few Ol:' even those politically educated workel:'S who 
fol:'m the left-wing of a Eul:'opean Social·Domool:'acy. We today, on an 
extl:'emely nal:'l:'Ow b11se, al:'e attempting to educate and dl:'aw together 
& raw thousand workers whom we expect to be dl:'iven towal:'d revolu­
tional:'y perspectives by the developing social cl:'isis and _OUl:' edu­
oa,tion. It is a vel:'y highly specialized situation; a country ripe 
fb~ socialism, a wol:'king class in a highly ohBl:'ged and explosive 
r.ational and intel:'national situation, but witho11t even the educa­
tion that is given by the political pl:'actlo~ of a mass l:'efol:'mist 
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party. Finally, t.here is 8.~C)ther party 1 the Collll!)uniot · Party, :r;epr~-, 
senting BolshevieJU .. in the eyes of the masses, •pushing them. a.s hard .. 
as it nan back into bourgeois-democratic illua"l·ons, perverting and 
distorting nll the rundamental.e or .Mar:dsm and. okinuning orr .. the cream 
or the. revolutionary workers a a they emerg~· rrom the bro'ad mae sea, 
These are the condl. tiona undsr which we work, and everyone or them . 
merely intensities the importance of LABOR ACTION as a paper teaching 
Marxisnt to the. American. workers, 

. ','· .•. :;f " ... 

To Bolaheviae America 1 t · .i.s riedeii~a~£ to· Alilericari1ze Bollihe.iism. 
It is time t~; begin •... But w,e .do ~ot ;~~sin. by .. ~itl!lg ~ome artici!!s 
in L.A. about. t~?-e ~Bol~l,tav.~k, aqd.!.!ensJ!~v1~: strugg~e 1~ '1903, · t171ng, 
to make the reaaers "party-minded" b:r describing what out• five com­
xoades iil.!X did-or the .!!~vef_l- .. 1':.1 Y .n!lar:olv .. df.<l •. )Jf>• . .-VI?:IJeetn ,by. ge~ting 
a the()retical ori~nt.~tt-9n.and .~a!iie •. 1l'ot~ing,,cari .. be')J\Ora· ni~s;~adil~., 
than the idea that Anieric&.nization means seek~ng historical examples 
of revolutional'Y·· American. par:t-1es . and .Amerioa.n hel:oea. or .labo.r wUh 
which to,''inspil>e" the A;nerican·: worka'ra and saaa·on"'o~.''journalists, 

. .. . . ' .- " . ' ' ,'.. •" • " ... i',. . ... 
' . . 'o'' . : : : ' . ·,. '. ; .. : ':· •: ' • .. ;"' •• .·. ' 

Every great ·<"evolution is a .t1•uly national i'evolution, ·in that· 
1t );•eprasents .not' only the. hiat~r1_c .lfut. t~e immedia,~e in):.e~ests of 
>.he.-.nation an(\ ia. ·z:ecc;>g!lized as such? .:But ,e.rery·pat,t:r 'which, :J._eads 
•'uch a. !l"'SVolutiop.J.s .also, a natiopal.· pal;'.ty .roqted .1.n ,the e.conomic _ 
and SO.<)lal life., h_istor.Y, !'nd tl".&S[:i.ti9nB· .of til!i .. ha·t~ph~ .. I-ta,: own . 
ci o.ss ideology. is CS.''!t-. i,.n_ t.l1e._ .nat19nal ~nould .. !'nd: i~ ·an i,nt~gral part . i 
of the national social strl.\c,tul"e. In ni;Y al"ticle on Sidney .Heick · .;"': 
( stgnecl·AAB 1 July, October 1943. !{. J;. )', I .tried· ,to· show pow ,tr!llY. . , 
Rusoie,n and ·national .was, ·L.eni.n .. the gl'eatest i,nt!l:rn!'ti'oriali"St of t.he , :'. 
ag~. The Bolsl\~ik Party, :W/lS t;t!e. :!J'!me. . And' we she,ll,.aee:,: 1.t was set· . 
from its very -b.llginning.·. ,, · , .• , , · · . : :< , .... 

·.The w;P.. is !t:~t~ :th~t,., :'tt. is a. long,, l'~hg ~ay. ·r~arn :Ji~t. It. h.a~·' ·· 
gut to turn its )l_ead ·in .thp.t P,ir,ecti.on. ·..A huge .:task' it'•,evilr tl;lere . 
waa one 1 calling .ror. thePret;toal. and practical ·.energy· of· a. high o.roer. 

· •. ·:· ._. ··:·~ .. :. . .··; . .... :._;.:: .• : . ··.I . ·. : ... · .. ;· · ... : ... :.; .-.... /. ·r: ... : 
As usual,· ·o:w- only moqel 1.~ :~e.ri~l1,' "tlte le'-'\der.· of'.tne ·ou_l:r,:errect­

iV1! Bolshevik party, which histol"y has. ~own, a.nd ·like the one: we aini · . 
a~, built fromthe .. ground.up.,,.,, ·; ' .. ·· ·: .:.: ..... ·- · · · 

• • < • ,',, ' I • • ' • • I'< • I • " • • • , , 

Lenin ·spent.. a~ ·years, iti prep!'-rli~ion . .tor. h!.a. 'task,,mS:il~er:l,ng · 
the voltiJries or:·capit.al t.hat)iad. apj_aareil; ~ilt.k~ilig,:·~,et.o·, · He .-. 
•rr1ve.d in Pet.fll'SbUl"s 1n,,l894;,an<l. •l'O!I\'that t1me: to,.,;L9l4 h:i"a l1fe.1s .. , 
"~~Ork wa11 t.o t.l'lll\llla.t.a JlarJtiam 1rito Russian terms· for t'J\e'.Russiim · 

r ~·: :',, ·: .. :, ~(::!.\.:. 
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people. The Russian revolutionary movell\ent had a long tradition 
behind it,· Her11en, Be.linsley, Chernyshevsliy, ineri .f'!II!Joua Jn the revC>­
lutionary movement and'.in ·Russian literature· as ·a. whole.· Il!iriin.;took 
care .to i:)liild ·on that tradition.' ·His. 'inethod 'oz• ·doing so :,tas to do 
for his generatipn what they did' for t;heirs, tea.cliing:.J.I'al'Jti.fJJir'to the 
Socis~-Democra~ Party and the Russian people in spacious·terms, 
!!ere is a rough swnrna:t'y or his work. . . . . . . . . . 

'• .... 
(1) · The most thorough exposition of' theoreticlil':Histol>icd 

Materialism that exists i~. his long reply .to Narodnik falsification 
of !.!arxis.t theory. In Vol. XI of· his Selected Works; ext:t'acts•· from 
this study fill ne.!irly 200 pages. It is d_ated 1894, _is· probably_: .. 
his first major work, is couched .tn Russiart tSi"iiiG and is uriSUrpalisad 
to this day, . · ... · · · · · · · · · / 

(2) His contrOv-ersy ·~Hh the ·11~l>~niic! on t.ne' f.u~,rl;e dw~lop-_·.;' 
ment or Russian. o.apitalism fills·voluirie·s •. In the course or it;·-he·· 
made contributions_ t'o the' analysis or CAPn'Ali' which remain_ rot- the.: 

. most part unknown' and far. less understood· i.n Western· Eilro~- 'and .. : 
America', Yet n: was l4a~isn) applied Strictly .. to' the. RUsGiim economy. 

(3) He wrote T~~·D~~~;P~~T·O~_CA~aiLI~M IN lt~~S.IA~ ~-~~~~ . 
or many hundreds or page.o. · It wair ;,·:'.<Urect·. appl1catioil~'o£.' .. tliiunoat,·: _' .. 
abstract Marxian,economy.theory to"Russie. • 

.-:-_ ~-~-:·-· .. -::·.-.- .::· .• .-:.:: ;:··.-_;-.-:::.;~~~-- --·_:·:.::·:·:::_-,.-_;~.:::·....! __ --_~:.: __ .>- -_. ~ ... ;:~--':_,; __ _._:u:: __ ..:.:· .. :." _ _.~:.'.\.:·_·.:_ 
(4~ '.His work on ,party ~u:i.ld~rig, :.'!HA'r to?: .T9);3E'J:0~ :i~ 'RU.s'sian: , ' 

inc oncepti.on e,~,;i exeQu~ion, MarJ[ist· 91\'s!li!J. _tl)oU:~·if:~~~ •, '·. :·· · · ~ .. ' ·~ 

.· · :
1 {~) ·~i,s speoiS:1 wb~1c. ~;; the Agrtf:d:an.1 ~~s:~~qri ii>.-~s~ia -~~linda_·· 

.·alone; It 1·s a .masterpiece of"Marxism .. but on··Russie.< · ··" - · ... · •· · · · · 
· · '''-~ 1 •·····. -··:·,, . .-::.,_; ~.·:;·,•·-·: · -: :~-~-.-··:::.:"-i· .. _,•r;, ;·;.:·: ~·;·~;-~ •:<{' .··1· 

· (e) .. His' atu'dy 'or 'A\ne;td&n-·'agrtc'uitureJinade '1rr"l9!3'; 'ffi ;a:-'urii-' 
que> rna:s'terpiece ;. . ·He' did '1 t sp.O:otelly 't'o ·ntus·~rate' ·ce'rt'aili'' as·pe:c-ts ' 
o'r the _probl.em .~r !fV:~;s:~a'<l:_ .~\!'i'~o~l ~If~,·- , :; ,., , . , r-." .·: ; .: ... , .. (., .. ·'' . , 
. ·. . .. ·- .. . . . ~ -.- ... {:, '.,.(. '' ' " ·.· . ' . - ·:: 

It is' ·on. i.h1s ·that· tlje, RUssian s·oc'ial.:Democratici niovenient;·:iived.' 
These were t:t)e theorEft·~aiil·; ;and, '#rop9,'gaiidis·t 'i'oundati'ons' -'~f"·t.h.;r. party, . ' 
This wan the' work. 1;h:'lt. 'gil.ided the ·agi;t'aliion·!!r preas 'of 'B'olaljeviliin; · 
T'ne )3olshevik Par~ 'was roote.d ·in '.the .'d:ay;..tc).:da;y:::work',·, !n· industrial 
al)d mass struggles;··to a \l;egree. o'o~pare'C: .t.:o ':Which' oi.\r:' in()de.st:'•e'r:ror't_s 
can claim: :Q'?l"Pa.l•_ison only, in good· 1p~ent1()na,·. · :Of>l:Y :an · ":rmor-_p'lated•. 
ignorance· could think or ·the ·Bolshevik ·lealier ·as anything 'elSe· .. but · 
an ~dvooate .or nti>-.s~ :acit'ivity._ ·.· But· !'.s, a-leader' ~e ·<;dns,id.r:re.d ':ft' his .... 
sJ'>eoial t.ask to provide· t.hose ~ thousanas· or pa:t'£y 'l'eade.rs·, '·propagan.- '· 
diets and agitators with material and method. by -.ihi'ch' t;hey '.could'· .: 
educate, themselyes .~nd. o_tl!ers, .. IIJ this ,wa;y,, as, Tppt~ky -~,ays, _he also 
~duo a tE!f! himae.l,f •. . . 1,\1'~. w!!a , pq wi:lrlt p.r an , exil;~:; ': ~r t: be gap._ :n-o:;:_ 'the 
'lay he came, to ·l'liltez•sburg, ·wyo~tin:g ·leafl'ets ·about•'conditiono.•1n ·a'·· , 
ta·atory; 'readi'ng' ctiP.ITAL .. t'o 'sin'a,li "i) trcile's' bi'· 'Rii!{si'ari' workllien.i··· In 'hie · 
:;r-op~s&nd~:::.t. ~or:k. he wa~ ~fl-~~~JY: .~;~~~h~~d~Y;;a .. J-1113: ~Gl~_1_ge:r_en~_l.~ ~ __ 
_ theo:rct1~.d •. ; In his'· study· 'Of".thf!,"d6YlJ~()plneli.t;·or_ (1API~~I(i1!)!~~.1li,a·, .. , 
r.e prefixed an essay on lola;l:'X 1s economic~ theory :so a's. 'not-· to···Wave: ::·' •· 
~.0 refer to the theory too often in the text)'· whioli' 'neve~tneless is 
packed .\V~.th q~lltat,iqns .r;rl'll) C.'\P;t.~A~~ ~.l..s .)".as, .. t.~~ Lerin,__~t •. ~et!J_()d,. 
It is the. onlY, .. ma-t:hof!: .(ot-;buP,di_n·g. a BolSh~J<' _party:.~.:-~~-~-e- tt!!", ;· ..... , 
wly way ,to ·aoptbfl:ti·''l)oul'S~P.i!l'id~ol~SY~·';, It·.w;a~."n_o.O:e_e_saN~::.i11)!ue,s1,a~. ~·:' 
f11"t.y: yea~. ago,: w~e~e- •la~g~. se.oU~ns • o.r ,t~;, ~S'~)ft~~'1"o.~;.~~re',. :, ~:·:~~it-~·;~: 

t .. •· ·. • • . • ... ... • . . .··• .. · 51r· ;·:·,: <" .. ·. ;) 
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permeated by hostility to Tsa~iam and the existing ~gime and where 
a long. line or great writers had influen.ced and developed the r&v'o­
lutionary tradif.ion; FUrthermore, in the nineties Marxism swepe 
Russia. Marxist books .were best-sellers. Compare the moder.n United 
States, the most bo\lr!ieois c ounti:oy in the world where .the workers 
are permeated with bourgeois ideology. Ian 1t .it oleal" that 1•e today 
need to begi!l this w~rk?. ·Isn't it cleal" that without it tl1e party 
cannot even begin to become· a mass American Party? How ridiculous / 
it would have been if L~in had bea11 teld that the al"ticles about 
unions in the· ISKRA wel"e teaching the Russian wol"kel"S Mal"xism. 

And we? 
' . '· . 

Let the'reader now look at the list .or !!Jamphlets, brochUl'es, et"• 
published by t'he Pfoneer, P1ibl1shel'S in the old. days, from the DRAFT . 
PROGRAM OF THE COMMINTERN,· GERMANY WHAT NEXT~ THE CHII;Esi: .REVOLUTION,' 
THE SPANISH REVdi:.uT!ON'·IN ··DANGER! WHI~~R FRANGEj etc, etc, and the 
COl"re!lpOnd~ng S:rtlclf1S int'the. New :t:ntern,~tional, ··.That was one. period, 
one pal"ty, aiming at .. one: group.QJ:l.,·IYOrkei'f! and.'contacts, 1'/e have 
made a big tlil'n to ·the ·me.tlses, .. aut. in ou'r thaoret.1c'il .conceptions 
arid our nll'ac'tiaa. how vast··i.s the difference! ''·'rho ·~:reat:dan.oter·i.s 
that we eh;ill 'ji>..st j!a;y·"lVell; iet-·~ wrfli\'3 ~. pampl'ilet, ·or y wr.~·te . 
two. · Then .. when ·we. ae.t · sDl1le ino!'a j'ol"OBII we· shal'lCWl'i.te .. scm~ ntnr'e ." 
That approaoli._.iir! i:i.Ise ··to the .oorll•·· einpitolca,_., ·superfiCial and e. . . 
positive ol;!staolj> ih the' p~ogre!IS and deV:!>lOJ:I!la~t. or the:·.PsrtY:1. we· 
shaH. not ge~ v;.ery i'.ar- .that way. , .... ,, · ··· 

.. ~ : 

AMEP.IaAN OR NOTHING '. :·· ·. 1',• . ·.· 
• ,, •. • • • • •• 1. ' •.. : • . ' •• 

The m~re we c aJsider this. que~t:i.o'n tlie ~~;~ iw~· can :ae.i t.h.e 
special charactel' ot·:t.he· problem with .which· we· are faced 'in the 
United· Stat!!S• ; · · ·. · · ·. · .. ·. • · ·:I · · .' · ,. 

The cl~asics. of'. Mat>J!:iSm are .~Qpean ·~n. OJ:'oig!n. ~~a. <>l)nt.e_nt,.. . . 
· They requi~. mo:rf! ·'!;han· an ordinary knowledge of Eu.!>opean ~istory ·a.n4 
· pEu•ti.cl,l.lS:i-ly b;Y'-~ ·Ameriosn:·.worker•, ,: In·.the '-l926".39:.P..!!Y:S . H dl,d not 

. matter muoh·where we b.egan .. wHh ... th,e Ppnum,mis;t. P~:r1-Y' members aoo,the l 
racUcals. · .. Today whe.~ we have ,to· g:ty·e· a··c;J;a~~ pr a··pie.oe or Ut.era-. 
tut•e ~o a contact, we•;t>ag~n pe~haps w;it.h .:the CQMMUnisr. WINI~TO .• 
Fol" us :who aim at becoming. ·a mass .. pal"ty, ·~:.n.:rs .·in: f.ive casal!: :<~Ut; ,or 
silt is anomalous and·.will .in'Oreas!~ly l;!e.c<l!i\e ·so• Eve.l"y .j!u:rope.en. 

· wol"ker .or today who re9.da· the .COMMl!NIST !.!AlUFESTO·with hi,s European 
expe·riences, his school 'studies ·and tlie. ·daily Hfe ·aroli.nd him;· soclal, 
political·, 11 teral"y anti .artistic,. l't _'orlcie ·E!xparien.ces ·a tr.emerid.ous. · . 
illumination that has .solid conc:r11.te assc;>oiationa, . A Fren9h .w:orker . 
who 1•eads CLASS STRUGGLES IN. FRANCE, :THE 18TH .BRUMAIRE. o:r ·THE CIVIL 
WAR IN FRANCE; a Germ~n worksr.who. read~ REVOLUTION AND·QOUNTER-REVO· 
LUTION, .or ,THE PEASANT•WAR IN .. GERMANY,. !'inda tho 'history of his· OV/ll 
?ount.:ry; .made significant ro:r ·hini. as .'neve·r before •. CA~I.T/l. is· riot · 
:mly ·a .a.t.udY, or. ailstracit. · oapi t'al1 am. . 'lt ·i:i the Iii story ·'?r English 
~apitalist. ,develc;>pme'nt ·and .thE>l'O .is no fiMr int:rod~:~ct,ion, to .the .. ··: 

'h1 st,orv of. G~eat. B>'i'tain. ' The .l!!.St section on .. Pdmitiv.e. ·Accumulation · 
~s the ·his~~~iq!il .. garment.·,or .th~ ·.logical· :q &.pnauatic df!velopmen~ : 

··or Western ~rope,,. For.·t.he. avere.ge .Amer1c11n worke:r th~s!! books. as a 
beginning, a:re. alien. •· Doubtless .if .lie rtoads ·one he· is ijllp~esi!eq ,with 
i ts.t>owe:r. and. .brill~~noe· and learns soml't1\.1Qg~ · But what they .oJ>.nnot 

: • • . • . ' ' . ~. . 'i. ·; '• . :, . ' 
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.give t._o him· in suf:f'icient measure ··is that sense or reality oi'. the 
d~velo,pment of his .P11:n c;ountry, tha\' r~eling that in addition to the 
daily class. struggle,. he is ·part~ or .something beyond "h!!nsEi1f ·that. is 
the begilU).ing of theoretical Bolshevism and the 1•eject:ton or bourgeois 
ideology. Such.historiaal· data, knowledge, general reading, social 
experiences as. he has;. the structure in which hio theoret'ical 
experiences must.grow are American. We have to begin now,· not to 
write a few pe.niphlets but to build up the American counterparts of 
the COMMUNIST MANIFEsrO,.TH& EIGHTEENTH BRUMAIRE, and perhaps even 
more important.~ the American counterpart of WHAT IS TO BE IDNE. We 
do not. wait until we becane a large party to do these things. This ; 
is the way to prepare ourselves and all our supporters ror the gain- . 
ing .of forces and the building oi' the revolutionary party. If in / 
ti~e. ~~ong our efforts, we can manage at last to get one such ~olid 
pamphlet that does ror ~niten States history or. the aevelopment or 
the l~bor movement.or ~y·auch topic what .these pamphlets do f9r : 
Europe, lind c!)~O}l ~ome. of their spirit,. we .have. the. possibilHy.o _not· 

.. <inly or.:lmmadiat.e response but, in time, or .reachirig an ever·•wfdening 
ci:<-cl,e .of OOl)l'ato r.ewards •. ·· ·This.·is precisely .what, Leniri ·aet··qut to·. · 
rJc, w~~h a. grand,e)~r., b.readth and vision that are. astonishing even .ar~ 
~e" ye!l,rB or .. faniliarity. · In every .field.he pqsed p~oletarian 
icleo;Lcigy .against bou.rgeois ideology •. It ·is lnipos"sible to bu:nd::an: 
An>.e_rican m~ss· .Party ~th _our .•px-opaganda· cons.ist.ing .or· Ma:rX.:·on. .. · . · · · · 
F'ra.'lce and GElr.lllany 

1
: ~nin 9n ·Russ,ia ·and T.:«> t.slcy o.n Stal;.tnism·:and : .. 

Spain_, •upplemented;·P:f t.h,e prese:nt LABQR 'ACTION. · It i's 'inipcissible· ·' •· . 
t'or " nwuber or average workers to become Bol.oheviks ·unless· :on>the :. · •, 
h.esis of some sys,tematic penetration into American d~eJ.opme.nt~ . 
Good Stalinists, yes. Good Trotskyi tea in the old days '"· the: very 
-old days? today, ror. what we are do~ng, NO. That Is 
,.i:e first .. e~econd is .less, easy·t·o g:Nll'P but· niore·.:tmpoi•-
l.ant. in· r)ln.· ·.For .the· impli:cations .or ·this 'ori·en:t·at:lon ·go'· · · · 
.:cuch Not do· raw workers need this·:Amax-i:cehi:fatioh •. ::· 

it . ~0 
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rwnous~uropean Marxis-ts truly stand out in· the_ir universal applioe.- __. 
tion. Not only is tHis eo& It would be a mir<'-cle if it ware not. so, 
Not· on ls it· so for analysis~ for pl"opagapda or for agitation. It 
is, abstracted from the question or personality~ the basis or Socia­
list confidence and Bolshevik morale• TruL.Beishe;l'~*-~ 
m~_1he-cors-01'-thas.a .. :whCLlli!!,:t..E_o_!!!~ _!. __ ~_u~~..t_J;~ capac! ty to s!,.and ill p~..s.sures,--mu:st;;;tnrroot.ed ill a ae~, r•ich, wide--_t::onoep~Amer-
!l,Bll--development. "he masses" niS.;i'not'" need" 1 t ·;··--c.ut:::r.or_the par;t·y 

16".!if.xe&-\or this perio~w.-'l!o--tlfedegree that we oan 
teach this to masses, we develop and reinforce the hostility to 
American bourgeois society which is the objective result of capital­
ism in thi,s stage, of· ita development, Proletarian ideology is ·not 
merel;y- a matter of 'thEioretic_ar analysis, It is the \VBapon and armo:ry 
with.which we must ar.m~surround 'the American workin~ class end 
particular.y those who race thCl· enormous tasks oonfl:'onting us in the 
present period, Unless it i9 'rooted in the American environment and 
in such terms sa the American worker can gl:'aap, we cannot lift them 
above the instinctive class struggle, sharp as that will inevitably 
become·~ Ian 't this wl1at Lenin ·meant· by the socialist consciousness 
which 'the party carries to the working class? ·· 

THE PRDOF IS. IN THE' ~RACTICE 

If .the abov!l·ia a representation of· the actual situation-and the 
.neecj,s .Qi:' .. thetime;. then ·a careful· examination· or ourselvesom!j.s.t :shciw 
not· onlY. .t.he,_.laok. but· .the m~&ment ·towards rep&il:'ing itr, '·.TM-Pa:rty. . 
is sman .and it is not difficult to.·get some· i'dea-:of 1\'long-what lines 
the members think, ·since the birth----or_ the Workers Party W"l ·have had. 
two collVen't:ions, ·The first was_in",J..94l) and w11s -concerned mai'nly with. 
the 'ne!'· or~e~;~j'.ation- t_ow!lrd~aii!_orie_s;--- _The .. me_ mbers felt that here at_,-
last. :wa:s.: a, change .-from .the'. 33~38! r;;c_tivity, :·The 1!lembersh1p,·•tho .· · 
olde-r membership ip partie lar;-'·Wl!s ·sceptical of talk and promises, · 
It wanted 'reaults, 'The ·.high point. or the.-C9tn~:ention.was tho appaa:r­
e.nce. of the ·coJtWades:.from·Missou:ri. It·created enthusiasm ·and prod­
uced, on.:j;he s.pqt a· substantial· f!um. ·:The ·appearance o-r 'tihe.se workers 
sYnfboHzad, the ·'dil•e.c-t .contact· w;l;th:.the pPoletariat• •which was ,the •aim. · 
and need_ or our movemer1t; ·VIe met• '*gain in convention two y-eare late%•, 
Once m.Or~ the ··conventi'on :was nioved t·o. a -spontili:leous~dijriionet:ratiO'n-, · . 
this: time. by· the document, by LU:~d- 'on t')'re _vel:'y nJ1e.s't'i·on:that :!.s_ dealt . 
with hel'e;· ·When· conventions of'· •revolut'ion·aries· bebavo: in•·:tha:t way · 
t.hey expres's: deep-going- cui:'rents· ript' only.· in the party 'buti'"in .the. ·. · .. 
workir)g •clos:s movement• The thing· is: to·:analyse, them a11d· :sa(i •thair ·.·. 
sign_ifi~'!-nce. '· · ' .. _ . :.. .... .. · • . . · ' ·,-: ; .• -.. -. ;· .·., · 

• • . • . • • • ' .. .. • . • . . • '. · •• ~ • . 'l 

. First· or :B.n·, ·n -'is· obvious:_th·at in its- title L\lnd"s ·docwnent .. :.-. 
has little· .in .common ·wttli'the ideas preaente·d here;• ·He' ·se·ema· t,o think 
that:·1t.:i3- a problem of attitude, of joU:r'nal:l:stic 'niethodi, o~·seekfng ·: 11
inspJN.tion"-, But· it is to Lund 1 s -credi_t· that'· l1e' see a· ·the -probleitr · ... 

and oll&S. 11-t least found time t_o ·gh•e one• exemplitica_t:t'on or what· he 
rr.eans• :in. t.)le. pamphlet "Plenty ·for. ,Au~-. '•For once. a problem· is :seen 
at all, ~-t.' is usually aoted.upon, wn!i.t'ever t.h'e: difficulties, 

. :•. . .. - : . : . 
Yet' the eignificMbe or' the convention de~onstration wa~ ·that it 

r-eflected the needs 'of members who wol:'a .. in .1nduet:ry, were .concf>rned . 
~,·with .the·.--progress· of the-. pai>ty in 'in\lustry and we·re-·loo)ting· for ways· 

~nd mee.ns ·to build the party- deeper into· ·industry .ilnd ·reap rewnrds· in 
1ndue'f.i.1:.. . ·In.. this reapeot the· oonve11t1on mo:rely·ocarriad. to· its . 

'j, . 
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concl\J.sion a sentiment. which had been 'confuse<! but ol.'ear ilnough at 
the Cleveland Conte,•eiJc·e of Active WorkeTa. · 

It is now possible to summarize the party development in the . 
minds and actions or the membership. . ' 

1. · The new industrial· orierrta tivn is and must remain the ·l.:t'fe­
blood of the party; 

2, Tho new LABOR ACTION ·is. a vast improvement 011 the old Trot­
skyite papers. (Not for the reasons usually given, as I ha"e insisted 
all through this document but because we. are, at~ampting what they .. 
never attempted. Losing si~1t of this dJstinctiori is part of the 
reason for ·cur· weakness.) .. .11e new t.ype .. of pap~r that Labor Action 
is must form the basis and the substantial basis of any proposed Ol•­
ientation •.. 

3• But· at 
more is needed. 
the paper'". 

i:lhe• .same time the mSJ!lbers recognize that· something 
This ~ 1'>. obe perpetual. cry for "more Socialism .in 

·i. 

· 4. Clearly allied. with the above is .the demand· for. more· educe~ • 
tion. The membership is deeply aware of the riece.ssity of being edu­

. cat;ed,.· and it must be. remembered that.· this. ·membership ·ia gO'appling 
w1 th :the:•.problem· of. • the· American.· working .. cls.ss and, that• theret'ore. its • 
concept·ion·•'C>f. edueatio.n· ls .not abstract,,theories but of educat~on to,_; 
make it.:indl:'e'.competent ·for the ta.sks ·in: which' it is engaged•'· : .... c·,:, .;-

··--~r,._: .:--;·'• ·.· · ,..,._ ,-· ··· :' ~·- ·. -: ~- •·-.. •· ·· _: _ .. :--~·.· !>i".··.•:·.;:,- "/ 
5o;;·The memo!'.r.ship·,fee.ls· (a)··that lt ,is t1.me that,the'~arty .. ,,., .. ,_ 

began· to recruit ··mot-e·.members;· (bJ.•that ·it is difficult ·to :integrate'•·' 
the raw·.workers whom. we· get .into the:· exi'sti!lg •pat•ty; .. ·,, ·• " : ,., .: : ., : ·. / 

' • . ·: ~ .... ' '"···' <•, ·:> 't. ,. ·',_: ;---, .. ' :;, '.;·':'._. ~ • .· -. . :;: :; : :•.' :~ .. r.•]!"'"..-~1 ·:_~:- ;-._; 

... Suc,h lia·s be~!p.tl'(e':·deve~·opment.' 6f·:th!! Wol:'kera.·:Partyi dBut'.as,we .:·: 
watch t:hia''dev.elopmenti·we ··e·an' see· that•'''!l!T'a:n ·cas .. we:>·a:re··;' we ,·o;x.e 'mel:'e-.. ' 
'ly. reflect.ing. in •a ··co!uiclouo\and.''crenti-;e::ri:e.nner.;~as:;be1'.l;to ·:l:"avcli.t'-'·:·····' 
+A. oni!rie s, ·the : :devel&piitent :.-. o'r ·: t'ha, •iuhenic an .working·~ eias s 'Jitset:e ;,!"-· -: :. ,. .. 

· ·,. :~ :·· ... ·:~ ., •. - .f.J \/ ·; !:;::::,_·_-•. - :=· :·!~; f~L~·.i-: :.::•.· . .'• .. ·,: .···.' .· :~:: . .::,:-.~; ~~!.1 ···;c.: ~-~)-:•:1 · ·: 
·, · ·.Ar.t·e,;.: <t·ne:·:i'·1zos'Oo•,out,b\U'st :which r.esu·lte.d·'in•':the;,"f~ozrnat.1oit•.of.::t.he· • 

c:to .We )ie,d a .. t.empe~~i<'y ·.iJ.ul:J..,,,; But' w.1.t'll.:.tM ~apitlalis.t.fe,rPi'e.P'ar.Stion • · .. 
ron the .E\il?.ope.~rt.-w.ar··the 'iJ)llle:f.i<:.an'• :"W:0rk1ng <!18.ss:)1.<~~1 .-.lleen.,d"l:'iv:e·n. ·.to~: ·.: · 
wards :the . expansion·· and· :-.t<he,..;rE!c:ognit.i<in:. on::tl:le! 's!'J.l).:l:al ,,:l.mpo!:'t,arice: ,oJh' • 
organizen labor~,, .. "·In· .'the • filTlerfoan ·pres a, irl :ge·,..-,;S'l~:and::ln ':the cl':t,ter:. '· 
"ture issued by labor we find this rapidly growing conseious.ness'df ,,; · 
the importance· of American.lnl?or as a f9rce 1~ American society, 
With . .this .• grow.t!)., we. 'liav~· :lln,,inc~easing 'consc!l:ousnes:s ,on .,the: pa~t ·or 
li!P.Ol:'· that,;~3.ometh;l.ng ·11\0f:e :is: ,ne.ede.?- .tll.an·. tbe-!ilidustt~ia·l; sti-uggl;e', .. 'a ,. , . ., 
connc:i·ousne.se ,tJliat.: ·is tref::l:ecto!i· i.)J :the ·Pi A.·c·~· :: Fina·B);l,:,-,all·· OV.~r.. :ti)6! ·' 
COurit;r:•y:.and D)OSte:no~ideably,· !:lllong, '£he ;soldiel'S . .';irr.'tl'ie•' !lmlt'·tl'ie%!e: rl:a: ·-'" 
the gr01ying :coneo.;tou.snee·s.:Mt&:t.:,.nio!:'.e edudatiQ!i,;ie iriee~ed·~"'~'l·t. merely · 
education: fqr. a .. bat-t~r·'J.tlblocl:iut .s)J'e.oif1caH',r. kndv{l,edge· ·of;, Al!lerican: ··. 
history an<i '·J<nowledgEI<o'f 1'the ;world· abroad'·in ·o:rd<!t. ... that· they may.:' 
'1\llderstand th~ ,ast social developments of the time. . . 
· · · ·- .. ·,·. · .... · -· :·;r:1: .•. ·. ··,. ·-· • · · · .:. ·• ··:·~ ·.: · ... ··i'·' :·:· 

· Thus,· whe,; t.he~'m~riit;srs 'say .. that· we:·want.':mor~<•i'aiici.aii~ni;tn· .the ·· 
paper 'and· more• .education <and ·mUf!t find ':a· ·v;ay· ·or:•intifgraHng ·:raw· wo:rk~·,-· \/ 
ers into the k'1,nd''or.• party.·:that· we are; they·:are demarjding sonia··theo~: 
retical or.:t:ent&t:l:ori·, 'material, and atmcisphere' which·. wi'll· assist ·them· · 
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to supplement the work which they are doing among the American masses, 
Since 1940 the party leaders agree on this at all plenwns, conven­
tions and conferences. Yet we remain apparently impotent. Everyone 
rccogniz.es that articles ·about ths happy life t:o -come in the future 
socialist America are nonsensical, More is ·needed, : But what, that 
is the question. 

The reason for this" is that the problem has not been seen in ita 
full scope and depth, This·, then, is the essence of the question. . . 

Every principle and practice or Bolshevism has to be tran~ated 
into,,AJnerican terms, Historical materiali am, the Marxia."ll· e.ol)llomic· 
analysis,. the·role or the party, the relation between democl:"'acy ana 
socialism, the·reiation between the trade union and the party, reform-. 
ists and revolution, the role of Soo1al"Democracy, the theory of the 
state, the inevitability or soc1alism~ every single ·one· cf these "an 
be taught, develoj:>"eci, denionstrl!-ted r,rom the American eeonomic, eog1al 
and. political dev.elopment,, The American. Revolution, the Civil War, 
the Knights of Labor, the PopulUt llovement, the Southern economy, .. 
the. tremendous history or, the. CIO; the development o.r the two nlajor•. 
parties; the polit1e!il. and soc1al·contr1butions ot .Paine, •Jeffersonj 
the Wl.llion Administt-ation, · tlie ·New Dea:r;, the NRA, the".-Amerio.an dollar 
c~vilizaH~n·, .the ri.se and, p,ecU'ne," or. the .American· Sooialie~ Party, • . 
Eup;ene I)ebs, .Tohn ·L, Lewis_;, th\l_.Ma:rxist !lnalyeis :or ·a:J.l 'this .is t.he / 
material oi" our. ed~c:ation, . of .. .our propaganda.· or the: creation or:· a, .. · 
Bolshevim ·which' will break a··. path for us ·to the American nlass.es; .• ·· .. 
Tile ida as· 11nd principles or 'MarxiSm must·. be boldl}' imd' uncompromi"ao­
ingly presented. to th\'. Amer1Cilt\ w6:"kers•, The great. ~ope an classics 
must. be used, not. only for· their· own sake,. but .as a means or explain­
ing the American·development. With ouch a party; we: shall. ;not only 
be ·able to eduo~te our members and giVe· to those with whoin we come · 
in contact what they will' increasingly be looking for.-. 011.-the. basis 
of our mass work, when they come to ua, they will.be ~ble-to•feel 
that t,hey belong to us, This is· ·not ·only a necessa·ry and _imperat~ve 
aupplement. to our work.·,., It is our special contribution ·to· the Amer··· 
!can le,bor ma.rement, . The two ooinplement each other to complete ·wliat. 
is known as soientiflc socialism,· _If ona aspect is ignore?-i · neglec- , 
ted or· superficially dealt ·with, then the othe,. SSJsumes an. tlncheokcd · 
mome'ntwn or ita own and does net 'even bring'the·•rewarda"wh1cli "the 
efforts lead us to· expect. . . . · · ·. · · · 

PAR!' III: THE NEW INTERNATIOliAL . ', .. ~ . . 
I am proposing no immediate cure- all~ rio· patent medicine : t·o ·· ·• 

'bring immadb.te resuHs, .. ·l'levolut1onS:rf parties are· nat built that ·· •· 
way, They are built by hard thir.king .and hard:f!or~, and hard· think-' 
tng Gomes.fi.r.st. The"!-efore, at:·the center· of the .P.~posed l'e~rillnt• 
at1on must be the NEW INTERNA~IONAL1 .the·thedret1oa'J.,_journal··or the· ,· 
);arty, The transformation. of IJU!OR ACTION" into" 111 :direct rec:r'.riting · 
agent, t.o recruit in accordance wi t.h the nece.ss1 t1e,s. oJ; the . t,ime, · 
tJ.nd the reorientation of a mass propaganda 11\UBt begl.n'w1th •.the :Jour­
nal, We have -to see, ther'e.fore, what it was, ·wb'at; it·1s,. 'and wh.111t 
it must be, The· journal is now :t'!ln VEiars··old, ·and., in ··aocordance · 
with the methods used hel."'1n anct" thii' ideas·' expressed, we must see• it·· 
1n the light or the historical develo~ent ·or the ~rotaky1~e movement, 

. • ' . :' : • • ·' • ' • . . • , ! • . :· ~: . 

! . • • • ''·:. ·: .; ' 
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· Between 1934 and 1938, it was a. powerful· a.nd inrluentiaJ-.o'!1~eh, 
From a strictly journalistic point or view its adi t1ng .was .always·· 
slipshod, but l.t always had. the first.necessity of a-magaz~ne,, one 
strong centroal current ·and ·in ita 'later years, one minor. one. ·. TJt~· cen­
tral curren.t was Ti-ot-Gky 1s writing's .on the internatiol)al situat:iqn, 
ll!ld pa.~ticularly, though not mainly I 011 the Russian ·question, Inside 
and outside· or the pa·per he wrote with a regard for methoa,. a c·ompre- · 
hcns:t;ven.ess 8f, knowledge' \lnd experience and a tenacity of purpose 
which formed the intellectual and often the ·-&<ii.toria·l .axes of ·the .Papep, 
Fl"om various parts or th.!f world comrades who wanted to write :found i 
·it!eas, in:forrimtion, hints. imd .. indicat.ions which could be WOI"ked up; ·· 
often. 'eve~> phrases which·.·coil.1d. be bol'l"owed, Not only articles; speech­
es, coups.es drew :from that .11iexhauatible. solU"ce '· To Wl'i.te a .pamphlet 
was ·simpl.1:c1ty. Itsel:fo ':fi. who):e ·volume, or 450 pages was. w~·it'te':' .rri!llnly, 
on Trotsky 1 

S• writings. as. basis· (World Revolution H. Isaac«' .. TdJ< CHJ:NESE 
REVOLUTION directly ·and 'indire<ltly came f:r.om·Tpotsky, . !t is. :fashion~ : 
able today, ·to ·say tpat ~a- m.ere1y repeated Ms ..riew,., That is true' and · 
had-.\1ts weaknesses .•. ' The .p~si;mt· write·r, ·howev:er, can try to silm up . :., 
what he. is trying to . .say about ·t.he pel')<pd .. in' which .we ~i_ye. in t~rm ... s o:r· 
his own exp.,l'ience o:r1 the 1928~,38 perip;;>. When' :p.e jo1nee> the. mov.ement. 
he !'C>~d a body: o~ ,iQ.eas ,., a mas~ o:f pamf!!i'tEi. ·and bpqchlU'e.s, ·one income.:. 
parable mastepp'fece, -th6. 'HISTORY OF. TH!!=. RU$SIAN R~TOLUTI.ON~ w.it,h·. ~~a· ;.,, 
val1iabla o.ppeudi~es,, !SOOn:· 'ti.l~oql~r' vol\llllt;l_,, T-!iE !_<E"iOLU:;.'ION j3~RA;tEPi: !llld; ;, 
a constant:. sore ant· or· artic'les,. all .written ;wit.h .. a cv-tain , pttrpose 1' w1 th:. 
the highest in.:tegri t.Y. and ·.li.el"i:otlsness; with' riot· ii,ii- a~·om: o:f,; efup'ii"ici~if;:: 
or. wr~ ting dOwri~:' .. One., wen\'! ·.:rorth,. to. do.: ttie parti~ul!'"': bcattle_.,o,:r,. ~l'loile; ;.',; 
days con:fident and :fully armed; .. That., Wil~. the. aour?e, of! '.tne, :!ltr~J!"g~h : .. ::;.· 
of the NEW INTERNA!riONAL •. I:f, ip the ,neJ<Ot .~wo, year.Sj .f.'or,,ou;>;': Pl.\;rpo~el!.;·, · 
today we 'do .one~aua!'ter, aa .. well .and our people can .. read:and edil.c.ate · ;·:::" .. :. 
t.hemselve.s: on.:on,; :material 'in .the way. ,lo·~ :did ,<m;,.Tl:'~hky's: •. ,tller(';.!l~~r· ;,'-:[· 
our battle is II'On.and :w:l.th- .. that;. on.•the .one hand; ancj. our .. m~~s:,worl(,.on·:. 
the othe!'~ LABOR ACTION and 'the incllvidual.membe'" will. be:··f'.orcaa·:·t.o be·;.: 
reckoned 'with. · · · - . ~ · ..... : · .,0-' .. ·: .;~ :: • 

. . : ' .. -. . . . . ! '.· ~ .. -'"" ·, ., ~-- : ·' . ; . :; .... 
,Trotsky ·also. wrote and inspired a1•ticles. on general·:.toi]~cs;,,auoh :,. :. 

as the introduction ·to tho COMMU.IIl$'1' MANIFESTo,-, publlshec:\ .. in.,Sou;t.h.' .: .. 
Africa; an a:bticlec on .. li;ngele;. a, general, art-icle on ).i t.eriitur.e .. wh~cfi. ·; · ... : 
s.ppeared.in PARTISAN' .{IEVIEW •. : He d.nspired: directly·• other .:a:r~~oJ,es ,'· .. It . , .. 

. is to be nqted 'that Trotaky,never :nrote a !!ingle ~ti~le on ·tl!~·'l]ni~ed,_., 
~tates. 1\,~S; int~oduction to ·LIVIN.G· T!!CXIGHTS H a .;re~y ,.br<?!ld: !\ppli'CE!7 ., ,-:, 
~ion o:f the. theo1•y of Marx to :familial> statistics and .other phenomena, 
~:f U. S, capitalism. He na'~er t'n•ote on the· Neg~o· <;1Ue!3ti~n, .. He .said'·.: , . 
•.hat he did not· have· the material necessary ·al!;.hough he .had a mass •or-·-· .. 
documents, memoranda;,-:,statist.ical material ,.etc. sent to .him.by c.omrades 
and f'l'iends. ·.'.His speoial.:field !was. ,(l) ·th~, expo~ition .0:r.tbe,·p:dnc17 .... , plea o:f ·the · Ffpst Foqr Con!!l'e·ssEis and. (2.) RJl,ssia, . .. .. . . . . . · . , .. . 

For the p~~{oa:; for th~ audience we air\)ed ,i.:t, it w~~ exp,~tl;y ,what.:'_ 
"as l'equire.d, .despite whatever,·critioisms may he,rna4e 1n.detli1lo Thi~ ., ~. 
G.nd the. work it inspired made the .magazine and t1•ainEid V(r:!.j:;e~s · '\nd · . : : ·:· 
:>ropagandists,.. · ·. , _ .' · .· 

The second trend, a minor one .but ne.;,.ertheleas ·distinctive enough ;: 
to be .noted, was Burnhalil 1.s writings on the American question.: They . ·. :. 
l!el'e a new depa~ture, consistently doria and distinctive in .. the. NEw .·· ', .· 
~llTERNATIONAL• Mac-donald, a :first-class journAlist, typically Amei-1-

521 

/ 
I 

i 



\, 

• 
'•' 

- 19-

can, and Novack, with a ~eal 1nte~est in and some knowledge or Ame~i­
can h1sto~y, showed possibilities. 

T~otsky might not w~ite about certain problems·. ·He was -keenly 
awa~e of them ro~ he. knew. how pa~tiea· a~e .. built. He tnspi~ed Novack 1 
to w~ite .on the, Civil W~, he insisted that Bul"nham answe~ Max Eastman, 
he continually and even impatiently asked fol" a.~ticles. on dialectical 
matel"ialism. But these wepe subo~dinate to the main gene~al line--the 
exposition of the ppinciples of the Fipst Fo~ Congresses; 

In ·1940 came the split. And since that time the magazine has 
steadily declined.* It lost Trotsky, the source of theory and_ideas. , 
It'lost Burnham, Macdonald and Novack, who, despite all their weakneg-· 
sea, formed an Americarr team who.· complemented each othe~ •. But worse · · 
of all, it lost a sense of direction. For a time it was difficult 
enough· to fill its pages, but even now when there is too much material 
it is !mpossible to work out what the 'magazine is aiming ·at in theo,r­
etical :educat1op. Y\n ·analysis of articles is 'here and at this timEf 
out or place. 13ut -to thi's writer, .the magazine at present seems to be 
organized on the -following bi\Sis~ -· . . · · , .. ; 

·1 •. · esc en- Ot>g9.n: wh,ose· main pu~po.se ts ·attacking the Cannonites·.;l·* 
. ' '. .. . .... : :._; ',·_; . ',' .·· . ·, . ~ . ---·-: (/' . 

·. : .. -.Articles,.' edi tori<als ,. archives·,: be'fore ·-the. conveilUon a_nd· a:rter> · 
seamac.-p~ocoupied with .the ·prilving·. of a··case--in naJ7roiv· tezima<•- In' ·, 

· part1cul:ar,• ·ther_e·. are· re~inted a~i:hives .. froin aU .peri'ods'which: very 
few reader.il: are able to place .-in conte:~~;t;,· . For these' to·:be,:- or~~eal ' 
'value,'•·these would ·..requ~rj!l' stfll mol-e- mowttains ·or"•meterial:'as ennota-
tion. ; · =~-· .. : .. · ~· ·' · ... : : ·. · •. ;· ·~ .. ::·:·· :!·,:.) · t.·. -'~ 1 ; ,:--·.f 

·--:-. • ·r • r:-:,~,,·.,:::·: : ... ,_ f.•;·:: .t:·f'•{~·:~----. 

· ·••2. ;e~posu~e :of 'the· o.ims •of' Stali~:l:sm''in. Eu!:!ope, idone'"in'cooorete•< 
agitational tel!mS by• warning that Russia plans to Nle over labo:r, •eto0 
ate, · · · ' · , 

~--: -~~--:;:·• •.. '.\: .. -~·· ·: . _, __ _.: ._,_ ._·-. _._··-,:=- _~_!:,:·;:': ~-~·~l. ;::~. ,:·' ., -:- .·; 

'' 3.·. •cont,~nuat'inn'-in.•th..e:·Ar~h.ives 'of'· the ~old .Trotaky",StaUn .c·ontro:.: 
ll'er~y. · ·· · :::·· ·:·_:< ···_-,·· · ~:;· ~:. -· .. : ··· ·· · ~j,_ ~_,., .,-, 

• . . . .:·: . • - .. . . . ' . : ! . . '' . ' ... . . : ,. . • ; • .• ··-: .• ' ~.<1. -:· :· •• ~- ~ . -, ,.. ' 

- 4·. ·-·~;{·assortment . or ·a.rH<iles ori var:!'iid 'subjeots iii ~wfii:cli i:t ,is· 
impossible to disccive~, any o~ient;at:tciri; · - · .... ,_ · .. · · ·· ......... · · .. - .. _. · ' ., 

.. ·•·. ·.· :.i:.:J·::_:~·_,, __ 
This is no question or "lack of force's" • Foroea"fil:f':the .. maga-

. zine •now.. What-- is ,happening. t'!l :the NI is 'pre a isely whatr.:ts ''h.Eipp~ning 
·-to LA. in the -theoreticaJ.'.:t:ield: • .- But ·LA: has .the·· indispenaab'le· .'solid . 
)Ontact with the ·American' wo~kirig 'c!l.!iss~. :They· give to :it: :·e;·:oentra'l· · · 
direction by the 1r course of action. Its )'IE!.ill.cl_l_e~s_:i"! .. !l.E!Sl~.Q.!-.. Qt' ... ~rL . 
empirical tr•eatment or Bolshevism. The 'tii, however; lB.clcing thfs;-· ·;. 
direction, .merely rep~esents a. feeble continUation -from the pe~l.od ;, .. _ · 
lJl28 1938 '*** ' ' . . . " . . ' . . ' . ' ' ' ' ., ' .. ' ... , '•. .. ' 

~-~ . : ., .. _._ . \,_·~ ~~- . .. - '• .- .. _~·-::..:~-~.~-----. :-~---:·-;··:. 
"' tiHr~he!'e _in 'ihie- t1ac~~nt _eJtl_.!. .-:a:ee.~.lng v:it_h ~o~e :f'~de.ine.ntal 'q'l.~stit\r.s 
auch ·as ·t,I;te ~1ghtness c:r- wrongness· of the ;views: of' ·_theories,- prf\~ent_ed. 
!'he-~ doeS -not alttn'k, the llr~e of arswr~ent llere. - . 
'*''· i!Uld-.not t'.orgetti'ng the~'~Johns·ou1t'esP • ..... · ·: : : • : -' .;• · · :' 
*** Tliis is no mere "<ieet:M.ictlve c~i-t,i9Iame: 'For :the past .year. ·o~' _so, 
the ·present w~ital:' haii attenipte'd.'to int.rdcll.toe· irito .. the paper at. least 
'lll.,e O'On.aiot.ent t:rem~ altinl_!:_'~he ·lines of, ~.his doctiment.: -,'I 'list. th.e' · .. 
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Everrone kno.w~ :what.· LABOR ACTION is ·try-ing to do •. Who ·can ,say; 
what .the NEW INTERNATIONAL ia trying ,to do? • lffia tever is the ·a :1m· of 
the magazine, it is not succeeding. At a time when we represent 
Marxism, :.when. socie.ty ·is :!:n. such:cr.is:l,s that: 'all types:·of theories 
are ·being :eagerlY.. disouss·ed by ·all sorts of people, the magazine as 
.an inte.lleotuaL force counts !'or little. ·To deny t,his is to dig· one 1 a· 
head in the' sand, · · · · · · · · · · · 

; .. 

Polemic the magazine mua t have, Bolshevism aild Lenin ·in parotic- . 
ular lived on polinnic• Tha annpnites are a legitimate target; and 
there ere times when. we have to throw all 0111"' weight into !:>reeking 
them up; But we have.·had a long exper~.e.nce.·iri these attacks lln:i pol­
emics,. and maneuvers .nlmed· at· other part_:l:es, large· and small. Thl! 
concr~te. results hav:e :been.·uaually in the long ·r1U1 pretty poor. 

The most -perfect ax.;,ple of whet the Nl:·:is can be seen in what , 
we produced for !'he :ten ·years annivers.ery ·number. An annivel"S!U'1 / 
number sums u:p .the past·, :looks at .:the ''present •. 'situation1 ·:rrom,a ·heigHt· 
so to speak, and. opens up the perspective·s of the- !'utwe. .It is. a .. ·· .'··· 
number .. nich usually brings !"en awed int.erest. and· ent·husiaB!fl and a. ·sub-.' .• 
stantial ni.unber of subscribers, It is a 11umber of which many e...:tra· 
copi,es, should· be. printecLand: handed. out· llS' a, c.ardi Of intfooduotion. SO . 
to S!5 ak for •. ye·ars to CGme, Every reader Of IiA ShOUld have felt that .. 
this was a. nunjper, ,to,' ge~ ,,,,tp' ,read.: anfl .to: k,eep.: .· . .Instead the· llUI1lbel;':1 was 
a particulat)ly,.)Jad.''example .or, what. ·the .. NI,·;ha:s been;for the.: paat •. two~r.:•.,:·: 
years,. wi th'some>2.~:·Pages·:devoted, t..o.;;tl).e".Nat.i:onal·.Question·'and ·.~eech~. ·.· 
es and·articl~a'bY-"'Lenin;aruLTrotsky·and·,\!:ngels:; ··Gates continuesr:a·, :· ·, 
polemiq,,on::his.:oonception:,of·.the;,part·y,. ;'!;'he ·.r~;~sult- ·.could:.have·:•been .... ~:. 

·expected, The issue has !'allen flat, The· wider circles it · shoul'd . :: · · · 
have reached are not only untouched - even party members, if one can 
judge· by.:.inoidental,commentsj 'hSVOl been .cold•:where :they .he;v.e.·:ncit · dili-
!lpproved.· .. ·~ ·:-.···::- <.; ·.' ., ·--~i·J ,d··. ,.J·, ~':-;!,! ~~ ·'.•!'.''!'': 'i(j r:·--,·-,; ;--~.~~-~ ::\.;<; . 

This is"on the positive side so far as it is positive. Howe:ver, 
it. is. when :we 'look .. at•,whahth&;panty- is:,today.::apd :what· ,1-t·::is. trying: to 
jo, that .we can' see hcvi :far LA represents ,one period end the NI ,,•;.·::·;,: · 

•.. • . .. . . . 

another. Between LA and the mass afproach to .the A'llc>•ioan· worke:r and ... :·: ·· 
the NI, ,there r is· an almo.st· ·· Imj;Osslb e &'U·lJ£. .• · 1--: -: -~,.~ -:: .i(("' ,·~\..: ·:: '·-;. ·J ... _J 

• , •. •. ~-··:·· ·'l'l~ ·:~·",.,\ .. ';''~ .:! ::.~ .. ;;:~~---· 
WH.4T SHOULD BE DONE? • 

:.::;;·-:r _,_..: __ , .. -:.:-~ -:-:,_-·_.:, _ ... !~:::..:.::.~._,_:-·: ·' · .•. :.1-~ 1 ·. ·:·."J ,-(-~.1h.:·;;_.rt- .·.·: <· '!L!"~· · 
,.. :~he .f.ir:llt:· ·thing· t.o :~ecogni.ze·. iS: the~ •tihe mage.i.i:ne ~·s main.' business:: 

io to .do.:·in .theo:ry :wbat LA '(and· the .non-ax:l:'stenLpC!puJ.ar. pahmphelts.)U -,: 
must do ·:in· pract·i'~e.;.. The central :<i.ine<lUon .'of·. the. :paper •mus t:.be, .t '"·· ' ::· • 

-t.~B~ -~~-~ht\a.;:·~--- _:~-~ .·.·. ;<·. ~ ~-,-·_·;;~::<,·! ::-.~-~- ' -~;~~:'~"<-·--~I~::-~~·:;·\:::~~~/."~ :·.t:'i:: -~~-~~1 -~ '~.: -;::-;-~/--~ ~. 
rc.Uowing··articles:-.. ·· .:· ·; ,, :··· · , :: ·· . . ........ , ,:·. · .. _.,;._ ·. 

~?he Philosophy or History and Nec1ss1ty1 •11 NI, July & Oct·,·,l9:43·.: . ,,, .. ,; 

.. ;~~~~~s 1~o :h!e~~::11 ~"F· -·· .~.~-~.;~ {~~~ -Y\tl_lt ,e~~/·~~~~i~;'n_}~~-~t~;:-::-- < 
11
In··the ·Amer1·can •. 'l'r&dit.ion: ... The .Worlcin!f"Olass. Movement 'in .·Per!ipeo.,·: .. 
tive," NI, Nev., 1'943 ,·,·:·· . • .. · .:. :.~ : .. ,,,·,.;• ... " •·, ::'·.: :c::· 

"!n the Int.ernational Tradition:: A!Re:rioan :Labo%'·1 s :'l'asksl'· ,·NI,Jan.;1.4t.· . 
. "Laski,.· St, Paul :and ·.StD11n,.'': NI·,··Juneo:l94~ ... , .. ·" ., ,,,.,, .. : · ·' ·:-···• 
"Tho· American People· ·in One::Wor:l.d: · 'All Essay: .in :P.ialeotioal: Mater:- !.·i.: 

ia.l:!.am," July,.l9~.,.·NI.:l:i' ·.··.·c·J · ··.· ., "'''"c.,-.. ,, 
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Marxism. and the United States as the. central directive, 9f the old NI 
was tlui Fi:rst Fo)l:r Congresses, and the Iiiternationa.r:•atttia.tJon •. With.' 

· '-;·· oul:' backJ<round. ~d.with the. intel:'national .. situat~·on,. we. need.never · 
fear that the magazine wfll become an example of Marxist "isolatio.n- · 
ism". Oul:' .·frainework will alway's be. int.e:rnational. At times: t.he ·inter~ 
national aspect. will predontinate. Lenin·w.as the greatest of' al.l. intel:'­
na tionalists. But Trotsky notes that Len'in 1 s · 111ntel:'national pel:'iod11 

began only in 1914. I1' it is tl:'Ue that we li"e in a. perfod fA,. more 
internationally united than fol:'ty years ago, yet the fact .. : ' · 
rero.ains that. once w.e ha"e for the moment .abanlj.oned our pl:'SOccupation 
with the Convnuhist Party. and the others.,· genuina internationalism 'mUst 
be based o!l. the nation!ll scene. To repeat ad nauseam;. Thil Theoretlc"l< 
jour. rHll or .928-::38 had. one aim.. W~ hs-.rc .o.nother •. We muSt from all , ;.· 
ang1es. tl:'ain oU:rsel'!'es fol:' that. No party was· ever so internationall,.T 
trained as· the Bolshevik Party. ·aut this most international of. all ; 
parties l"earnt Marxism. on.a Russian' basis, and could not have l~al:'n\ it 
in any other way •. If the NI is not ~he place .where we must :train our-.' 
selV:~s •. to do and,. do .what ,Lenin did be:tween· 1695 and 19U, then where· .. · 
must. it •be.. done?. · · · . . : · · • .. · · · 

If :1~ is· urged· that during' the war we had a speci!il reiiporisi.bil1t~ 
then t,h!lt ·.re!ll'onsibility .Js 11ow over, ,F,rance J!n</- I.tal,y, !u;•e .. ~~r'!ar).y ·• 
active •..• The ,coming., peri~d. deman~a ,:a re<;~~i~l'tt~H':'l', of y~e P~~et·~::~.: • :. 

'· · .. ~ . : ·.: ' . ! ' ' ..... ~ . . ·:· :. ; .. '• : : J . • ••' ... ' ; . . •.. • •.. ·. . •• ' • • •. . ' .. ·.· ... 
,,Not ;only ia this .necessary from a· nat,1onal::.po1fit· of.'.vi.ew but··from· 

an 'ttit'e~na.t,io'!a.i. ' :Antedca oactipfes' !e, ,· pe,c:ui:,!:ar. 'pl!i.9. e' tri: ~ll~Eil:l'!ti.-1\l;orii!l'. ·~ 
affair!! :tod!!Y:~, .}i'rio~ledgl) Of thiil.· Oo~ntry;has;'iiev;er '~(>rmed:~':'r.e'<than_'_ ' . 
a cu:r,s.ory par& ·.Of Eul:'opean· cultur.e. and educati'cn; ··In ·.·an proba'billty .. , ..•. 

~ the nUll).i)erc, of Etig~i.ah .. uriiirera;~ ~i~~ .in )9;~~: wli'tq,h· gav'! ~a :c~~~:~ iri: ll•'S :' · 
hist(ory; :and cu~:tHX!!!;;CP}~ld be. co~t,~d.,op ;the: !'1ng<!:r~ ·cf :<:>i1c•(h"ol\il('ol," :B:t. . · 
most,, .. t;:w.o .• ·;. T~ay ,.tp'!:~ .. ~s ,.oh_anl!e·d·;· · -~~llica, .. re, ·t.he .-c_en.te.l" ;o_f l'!?,;r:ld at-; · : ' · 
tenti.OJ:!.• It . .is, th~ .. :l¥:t· hope .f.oro. t_mpe~ialislll ·,and: t,h.~: olcl·:g~ocracy. __ , 
The AJnljriaan bou:rgeo.1_s1e . ia· S.'?~,ng . v.Q, · q:oo,cl, _f;)'i,e .:w.orld :wi~h. a.(),c,<;>un,tl! of~·--. .:..- .. 
thi.s c:o11nt.ry, it_s')lis~ol:'y, its. deye.l.o~ill:!~;· 'its. ~ol,1.t,ic:s_,·.~ta,·1_\'lee,ls', .. ·:.' • · 
etc., • I~.·;t!le. pre.s.ent, yn-it.er'a opiri~o'n'f\ubst!!n~,i.S:,l· "!!!.o1;le>n.s ot. 1::l:ie.-Eut'" · ··. •· 
<>1;9 an •!)OU,~~~o1s1e .a~d. cer,tli;1.!'1Y. t.b,e "n~.0.~1:Slf~ptocrB;tll: : an~ ·u'De.r~Jis· ·· · · 
hav,e.:·PC>·;~op!j: of; salv~J:.ion.· .. excep~ ;?-n.:"ot,'!l"-l·::An1er.:Lo8ll':OY'll'l<a:d.&~P >'or''··.: 
the .. J;J'Ael'i!l.an ."ideal'\~, )\.s, lol)g as ·~a~save~:t,l ,'!.n~: St~~in1 _c()l;·lab.o.r.a.t.ll.o:":..th.l!: · 
whole power of Stalinism will be' :.diregt,e_d,'·t,or ·,s.~ppl_el11;e,nt1n~'t*Cp;t>opa-. · ·. 
gandistic efforts of the Amel:'ic~n· bourge'ois.re·.'" Powerfu·l ·in ·!!furope,. " 
this .t;r:en!l ":1}-:1 be O'!'Eir)V1J.~lm1ng in, ,t.he. :Fa::r E,aat, •. At)d, even whel'.B, in , 
fo:ne:l,gn ,cou."lt:r..iel! t11Eipe. is a·n oppositi-on ·to tbia ·trend, 'tlie· ·oppoait1or~~. · 

·wii'1 :.o:r· neoeasrt.~:;conce:rn: 'itself witli 'the united S't'ates. ·.The theoi:-e- / .. 
tic'!l .'·ir,t·~t-prat~:tic;~p :oi tl\e' l!!l-it~d· Stp.tl!lsj'·'fta· p'S:st·;··preaent •and .. : ./ ' 
future,. bec.omes .. ,thel:'ef!1re··:a :t.ruly intel:'national task, ·a ·pa:rt 'Of tbe · ·.·. 
tntepne'tipna~.s~t~gg:i.e~·t,cir aoct'a:(it;~lri' ii'!Jd .the natl;orial 1ndepEiridence of.'.' 
opp:resae.d.peop;tea .• ;:. Arid ·1n this,. ·the·central.iasue ·of our·tinil'le, we : 
haire )iii exnaust.iV:il pole, .to pl"Y• ·~. ·,: ' · : ,' ':.. : · ; . .. . ·. · 

. • • ~ • . . . • ,.. ' . • ., I • 

. • I . . . ~ : • ' • • . . ,. • '" .. . • • ·. . ·. . • . ' ' 

Ffnaily, ·as alw'ays :,tri pe:M.o.de.: of. o:r'ia!a ·and' never so muoh .. as in .. ·, 
this. ona,. the Viliole :pr9b.lein .of ~lie ~EIIi"t,J~Y ... o.f J\u.maii1t;9' i.'s. l'a,i.s~do' The.' 
indivi,dual, .the. s,tat;e .. :edu.oation, .'e~?-lturil,i z:o.el,i,gion,, the: ~lttl\·;· tqe ··.'. 
neoeas1;ty qf. r.ulers,. and, ;rule_d,. r,ac,e.·, al,+. ;~heli!e .. flm,qsme_ntal, · queot16ris · .· 
ore. once .. mo.~ in, the .mel,tl,_ng ,pot; .. n:ational~Y, arid L~ll.t!lrnational'ly'i ,Oii!'. 

·,; -~ont!'ibu~io.~ ,i,n ,th'ia mos.t ,aapitalistic ,or_ .. a,l'l. ·oe>unt.,!'iea la t·o anillyze·' ~ 
'oheae fundamental questions 1n our· tsrna,; · This ·is .our contl:'1but1on to· 
the 1nternatlonal aociali'st 'debate;· ' ·Marxists ··or each country do their 
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owd,": as !"ter~h'cili~iist~.- ~·Jiert(i~ro'rth 'Yi,e cait be c'er~iin. thati1 t.lf•f< , .. 
Eurorean_. co~a~es:. w11.1. cr.eitte· ~tn inte:r;ria~ional joiil"ilS,l'J' at· lelfst- ''in • 
French•, . Qul:": bu~iness·. i~. tn~e.rhationo:Iism ·with. the· 'Unit'ed ''States· as ~. 
the' 'cehter.: . )'le: shall' repl;"~J;lt. ahc:r. 'corrment," shi:l.: 'also i:o'ntribute: as' wa 
have. doria. in the. pasv, . But_ l).el~.Q~.:;'or'th thil. paper mus·t kriow_· wh'er'e it. · 
is gqing and_ al_l or .. ns must. kn_~w: I have indic'ated my _view•·' · · · 

A THEC·llETICAii'JCURNAL. ' --~ .. 
·· .:· ~his, obv~ously i·a n'o).isht task, Marx ~nd Engel~ kile\f'Weste:r;-n 

Europe inside. out,. Lenin 11nd T~o~.sky, ware masters_ or '!'11·. ~apects · ot: 
Russia •. VI' hf;lve. to -d~. th~. same he2•e. The. task is _no.t llg_ht;, Neither 
wac Lanin _s .. task ligl~." in t?o,se cj.ays or :).994 •. But, ·a youl)g l)lan ih 'his 
twenties, he wrote and_ circulated manuscripts in. st. Petersburg which 
Wl,!re written. as , if· he were . already leader: or a . state theoretic.apy · 
foUllde\1 • qn ·Ma:r;-l<ism. In every field h_e Pt;oclaim~<;l t.l).e supremacy. and 
the neqes~i~y ot; Marxist t)leory, . ,What· we have to do is ·not only t. 
ed,uc<;te concretely. We ha"e tc; train a genli)raticin Wliic~ will 1'~11.:.·' 
i.ar1ze itself with the fundamentals ot' .Marxisl. theory bY, ·exercising it" 
in 'thj,~ tas~ ... ~ts .departl)l!l!'b,are ,rour, T~ 'beg~n .wit!l ~he. simplest, 

1. H1stci~1oS:i --~~atei·faii~m~·)Vt;'i~avert··!·V"'tti' iiJ ::;.,~~~~rc~ 1 ~£r~te~in~-li~~ to:· 
do. .:.n t.hlB h1ghly-organi.:ie<t counT:l'y·massas· or ·mate:rial e:xbt _on a:ll> · 
ti5'pics.,, .• The.:1'inst .Ame:riL:en Rev.olution, the Second and the ~'hird,c, · 
thes.e-.aiiie,.c..U!,,tliemea·~ .: .'l!i:t.l.ler,_.S.'we liava' iived mentally iri 1799, :17.349, 
ls7;~;;., ;191 ~., .. ,£\ie.,,~cio,iil;J, :P.epio.cr,O:c~;;, th.e' ·· ~lir.p,n :,r:nt'~i:O·a~~ona:tf0 iWi!' ':sl'iai:i. 
ll.e'lf.~r .. 1?1'1 ~b;l,e, to. dEwar~ :.r,:r:~m. . __ y,\lpse.•;' ~~ ·. _are}:n,t_e':!'~•\t1,;'?na,J:• · But;· we _ 
:nu~J; ·.us~ tl),e!.~ .a,s a.!l\~.~lWr .. to, ,,an.,l!nd;;, 0\n: ,r.e~~o.l1.1~'i~;.},s_ -~t:,ve,r. aH;:-the · . 
Ame:nic~n,Rev',ol:::ution .• ~;_T~~,",s,p~pifi~. -~?.o;J:t,o/".tc _4,ev~~~p,m~n_t .qt: _thB~''\J~fte.d,'.' ' . e. 
.3ta~es ,. :~ha s.P,elli~l ... s.o!1i,a,l ~r,el:f!~~'c:>!'~ ·whi!lh'. t~_e_y ~i¥_U:tlefr,'; the ·pol:i't~· -•" 
~'!-1 ,pal'ties-.}~.rii!- ,the':,s.·pe\),f:al;;.q't.-;1'1'1\ie~s ':V~1.lii:J:'~9:1,)t,~1!~1,~A 't"a· ~e~i'o'e,n .,, 
!'rom the. European deyelopment.:·. ·ft. 'is obv:ious ·.thaV:the--leadi:Tig .Amel"i'-- '· 

· aa'l :o onfo~de_s: •m'\6~. ):t~'ie'. .iic_~WriuJ.,~t¢? .. ~~~~J,:~qg'e · 8.11<;1 .'ic!fl~.s: ao;out' ;tp-ir~&'-" : ! . 
qua,s_t_ions.'·, We .. ce;n.n.q~1 ~W~B ,,tl:je!'l ~,i.n' ,.o'¥', :l),e,a:q.~ .}3r(y: ;l'on.s,E!r.~ •• : _Lat;e: '~!!;'his ·; · 
~sre~l': ~nge_J,s p_lartn.ad,. eJlJl!~,ej_(as,qfi~ly, :t~-i~.e:writ,-e~'l).fa: Pe.s;.s,a,nti::,~~r, in :> 
Germany ,.in. -or.der .to. mlilte. i.t, ,a preparati'on· for ·the un!ierstandinf"·of • ,, ·:' . 
modern :Germo.!,!l•.• Epga~~: '1!.'!'1'!· n_q E\o,a})O,e!Dl<). N,~~o.r1_a~·ofi,;1,oy_e,t:; ~f~ heo~:-,·:;.•• 
ror. -;heory.1:o ·s~e •.. ,,~e .-.C.<?.JtB~~E!.~~!'l: I.~. ~hi~. biifl1ne§~ _t,:o_ 'e<i';tC'a~_e·::t~e."ro;r~•' '. 
e:r3 ~rom·.the.highest possi'b;J;e. staridal'ds.--· .... · "~'--·'· "· ':"· ... , ''' •n·. 

~,. l~·".' ~·;:; .... ~;.~·.fr';~:,.)'";.;::;·,.' :,;.,:'#rq.:•
4

>r'~>'~:";;'{· I-~~~~·-:~~.;·~. 
··.·.A tremendp~ts_ ;f.ie,4l 1~, _har;e ,,"fe;i;t:ing_,t,o be·. op~n!l~•. '!-' _r,i!_e,ld .. :'!hi,~h .. -· .. 

lTill not only 'br.i,,l)g. ~'<'.ac!:.:l,<;_a.f, I!.~f!ul,t:El bu~ .is, .o:r,. ~~e _}t.itttte;s;t< . ~h~pr,~t. :!,!\"?-. 
~mpo:rtance. , ,The -,pr~s~nt, ?{;:<l,:t~r. .!J,as .• _rq~ :tha~1 p%-~~'1;~~~~. ;1)e>.(Jf!'\l,s,e_ ;of .. <;·· 
':.he absence .. or •. re.uqf!J. -reJI!Ilan~s. ).n, l1l'?P,em Ai~r.iC'J!,•~flll:!l~".o:t;"_·~ji._Ef :!IIOSt_ 'ab,- ~ 
.~t~c t analy£i,es C>r ,M~:;; findn thtl'i.~, ·n+9'!t:' ;:p·ei!rec;,t .. ,liXai!ll:'J'it,~:ea:ttotX .~~!.:~he. ; 
ur.i ted Sta1;es,. ,Tod~y ,t,hil:l ls t.h,8.,!DO(l,el' ,ca,pt,ta:J,is;t; :co\.Uj.:t;;tlY.(.';!J~r.e:• ii\~~: 
'~easingly in· the rut.ure the utmost 1nip~'\-<i1!'t,i6,tyJ 'of; ,tn,~·;t:}iem.:W11';1· 'bf!; , 
~ractically demonstrated, This is or national anl:l·fnt"e'rnat·ional· "iln;': ·" 
rortance •. ~he. pov,e;r.t:~, qt: .what. p_a.ss,~.s {'?.l>-. Mwox.~s1;,,R,:r:',,.I;,ad.~?al, .1;h,C?,t>:!!ht 
!n-:Amer.ioe., ;is. ama•ri.ng •. , /-!'he,,,Ha,~}i<!,l"S~ t):i,e, 'A'i?r~):ia,IT.i·~J'~-i;.:.the;;Bea_r~a" ... · 
~nd t_he r,est, are.;,al~ pe,~~~.,;o,o~r~~}?:~~ .ta,d,iq'a;l,S,')l'pre'\':d~)!,s: ~)l,e;ir ,Po~:s.c:'l !:':: 
UncQ.ecked_,-" -We l:)ave ,~p" o_a~n,,gn ;'\ ,ni~n.c:t:_:),ess,:.:wljl!' ·C>.t:!oi!J.~.'\-Ilt.: i,nte~P.r.E!t;a­
~ion. aga,~;qs~ the~;r ps,Elud9,":M¥,J}ls,~ 1t;a):l,l'1o:&.~.io?s <III!H-,;'r,~t'a,S,:ies_;:. vri/tt';~:-- · 
Amen.~ can wo;r.king-clas\'.f· a,s , i,s, -~\lev,it,a.b~e ;, .-is .. ,'waJt.11ig -~P, .t<?_ ,i~s ·~~;·~·t:or;Y' 
~a a elaas·, an inevitable ,stage .~ll tt:s sooi'alillt~o davelotmum'b-0' "·-We·' "· . .,._._,.. 
haV<:> .t.;. ~:.r$s,t.: this histqio:f :as nil.lttant'Marix:iat:s': · .A',iiodk'·'i'£K'e''iii'e' ,.. · 

• ·, 'r ·• ,. ·•'l'•' .' ••'•.1. ,::r . .t •• .. ,,ot,.'.\l&.f(,,,_T-; 1-"t>·'· , .... • 

525 •.. 

i 
I, 

·I 

I 
·I 

l 
! . 
.i 
I 
I 
I 
l 
i 

J 

l 
I 
I 

• 

( 

i 
i 



• 

-23-

Be~rd'a Bas1o,Histoi:-y at S9~ is going. to. do a vast amount of'mischief 
to workers anxious to learn, We give it c~edit for what 1s good but 
denounce 1t as Marxist.s.. We give OUl" ov.n interpretation, We publish 
ou.r own analys:t.s., .. We .. publieh .our own st.udies. ·And peculhrly enough, 
that .is how we.make international classics, Daniel DeLeon wrote two 
pamphlets; WHAT MEANS.THIS STRIKE and. TWO PAGES OF ROMAN HISTORY, which, 
we a1•e .reliably· informed, we:i:-e among. the treasured pamplillts or many . 
workers in Br~tain.Ir in the cou~se or a yea~ we can publish in the 
journal Marxiat studies or the Civil War and a real Marxist analysis 
or. the .rise and socl.e.l and histor~bel sig'loif.1cance or the CIO, we shell 
have aocomplhhed a truly great beginning.. From these articles will 
come. PSJ)lphlets, and will aome. a. deeoenina of the oolitioal education ln ·· 
LA, From these art1Cies will come the hlstor1cn1 backing necessary ror 
tne propaganda ror the Labor Party. We are. all aware or something mis­
sing in our propaganda ror the Labor Party, It ~as not the fUndamen­
tal t,heoretical basis ·concretely expounded· •. Lenin insists that rrom 
the .very begif1ning_or the Socialis.t movement in Russia two trends ap­
peared, opport~nlsm.and.Marxism. His greatest work.arter 1914 was the 
theoretical end ysis or .the economic. c.ause.s Clf ,thi.s, Day af.ter day 
he enalyzed.it economically, pol'itically, .socially; For him this edu-

. cat·ion .the workers_ nee.ded above'aJl, :: .Wha't hav'\l :we _<;'lone tb m'eke' tl')l.~· a 
living· part or the. knowledge and ·.experience pr. the. ll'.S;' worker's and 
radicals? A'qsolutely nothing• ·su.~a .we say that the labo.r •leade:rs ar·e 

.;,eactionary, p:ro-Roossvelt, pro-war; Vl~r .. p~y t:hey ar'e scounc:Ji.'el's', ·· Tb.ose 
are ·J)ls.t. agita.t1onal st.atements, . The· ge,n,e:r:a_l imp:r"!~sion that .our .agi­
tation gives is or reactionary labor ·leaders· who deceive o:the ·worke:rs,· • 
This is theoretically false, The labor leader·s do not'·f'unotion in a: 
vacuum. 'N,o,t ,an Jsllue or the. Jf( should .come. out. ,in .W:hic~ r.~.om one. 

. angle, .. or .. anotho:r we .. did .. not' treat, r:r.om.,the r,oo,te· up .the· ·b!!.sis· or· oppor­
t)\nism· in .the. U ,S·, •. ·, ·And ih .this way we ;perf'.orm ·an inteJ:.hat'loriaF ae:r-, .. 
vlc_e, :-.It will n9t ):)e.' .long .b-efore its .. infli11in.ce will·. appear 111· LA, ·; · 

.•.. ·. · propagandist, and .. agi_to.tional pamphlets ·and the .daily work or··the· mem_-
~e~s. ·:--.·. --· ·· ·· · · , :: . .1 

-, •. ,· .•. '... ,';1 .• - '• • ( • ·• ·' 

2. 'Marxian economics, . The ·Baa ·:record or ·the · 
it1ie1f •... It is surf'_iqierit_ to.·aay that .tha~·.~·::~~~·~W!i'~,~~~~~~-"::5 
in our.a,a:~. is the .qu,estion or capitalist-~. 
Lenin 1s dey !'aged arouricl. the question of ''i:Qt;:!:~;:~ 
vdue.o· The:.sam.e ques.tion·arose .in Germany !B 
Rosa· ~emb).i:rg 1 s ·study· or· acc\.unula t16n .elso 

·· of. realization, . These were not 11 the·o;.et1oal esse,ys:" 
. 'table· :18l;>Ol'ancO :ca:n: b~iieveo , They' were aspects 

.. expressing. themselv.ef! theoretically. both within 
· · ·, . Tl).<;;. debate.,· as· w·aa ~hiatori·caJ,ly. · 

.r11rt;hei·r '• rt· lilo""ed f~om Vol, ',II '"·.ap~'"'.L 

~~~.~~re ~tion. ;~~1~t;~~~;:~~;~;:~:;~ 
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Particularly today it seems to them obvious· that .by government :regula­
ti-on and raising of wages the Arne :r-ic an ec,ono)lly c·ail_ !'Unction. in a mari­
ner satisfactory to everybody; it is merely the· wickedness and self­
ishness of the bad capitaHata which prevents this; , Yet so limited is 
our ~onception or our tas!(s that, except fo>:> agitlltional shouting. about 
tho prof.i ts of capitali.sm and the unemployed to C()me; we leave these 
ideas to' go their own unchecked. way, M~~. Engels, Lenin and Trotsklf.~ 
Ro."a Luxemburg and Bukharin car.::oied their oppo!ji Uon to these things. 
to '·he point or pedantry, They were great activists all. But the ; 
claseics of Marxism which we read today did a wonderful work in thllir 
da;', still live· and will always li•re, beoaus~ they tackled the •raise 
·idee..9 of their time. from the root and taught the worke!'s by pl'eoept 
"'"i 9xamplo to seek bourgeois ·conceptions out at their source and deli­
troy them.. there, · 

. •.' • ' ., ' I ' , . • 

The met.hod. here is important. Lenin nevel" deviated one inch from 
his stand 'as a Mel'.xist. He satd "ThiS arid this .is Marx's .view. ·I no'fi 
p:Oopose to apply it, .to Russi!in capitalism or agricultul"e or·w}!ateve:i' ·. 
it was," .Hfs .work .on the state .was a c()nrnentlll"Y on what L!a:rilt and ·Er>~ 
gels Said: about It, He stood.bei'or.e the ·workers .'as a Marxis.t "who'' 
based -whatever he_ ~as. do!~.g' · pn. _s_tr~~-t .M:;u-xiS_t. thoor:ri --~"t .},far-xi'st· _t~e~~~ 
OY".f :applied to .Rus.ci"'•: This .is .. the way a }!&l"X1St. party is. ~,llt;· m:q·­
itantly·, arl"ogantly Ms.:rxist .theoreticians, mili_tantly: and arrogantly · ' 
tak1ns it to the worker or. the nation,. · · · · · · :• 

. '· ' 

3, .Bolshevism •. This' can be brier.· .. :it is the Jline:,;icari :colmt.erpatt.. ?f. WHAT IS TO .BE DONE?.· · . . . . . . . . . . 

.... The building· or. the par.t.y ).:f riot" advang.ed. oi)e· .inch "by :repeating' t:· 
that, the party .must. be built,. ·.'Between '1928,•38 we ha·~e, beeri _excessiye~ 

. ly c,un.:erned abo.ut the,. s:trugg·les o.r. the, _Ler:~ :Opposit:l'On snii:·the hD3t<if­
ical·, ante.cedente or ·oll,l" Trotskylt~. m<:>veme,nt, ... :This wHl alway.s remain· 
of importance to us but we have differoent aims 'now. The trefient:,:. · · .· ... 
writer proposes to organize some or the material in this docUIIlent .for.· 
·publication in 'the NI •.. Particulal"ly the .sectioJt dealing with the 
inteol'nat'i()nel: 'attempts e.t p!irty .building will b_a '~pl1f1.ed'.:i•.But':Jha;..e· 
a.r:oe alSo .sour.ces, or expericnes ·in Amer:l:can his,tory 'Which .concern. not-'. 
scholars. but have .valueble lessons f.or• the _tasks wl\ich we .-a:re· tryi~g.:.: 
to do· 'tode,y, not ·only fqr .. us,· b_ut fo1• the Aniericari worker's, It isihll.re 
if only in reverse, that .they .can learn what a· genuine Bolshevik ·Party· 
is, There is a. wealth of ·experience· in this countr-y· from .the' early ·' . · 
German .. attemfMl to introduce MarXism to the u.s., the old Soci!ilts.t;< · 
Pa:ioty, the "ari-ous .. attempts .at Workel"S Education, the beginning -·or cthe· 
Comrriunist Party .. here; .success.es and .fa1:lures or Marxism iriAlnerio·a;· ·A·'·." 
clear s_equ,ence. can "be -traced, cif infinite val.ue in our e,duoat.icin and' ... 
in the educat,1on of o.ur readers. · He,re then is also necessary a cl'Clse ; 
st.udy. of the c.ond.itions in Russia" and the methods which .. the Bolf\h,evi!CS. 
used .to build the fir.s.t .. and only Bolshevik Pe.rty. _l:he material ,ex:fst,s 
1lb. ,English and -f'o:.:~ the mu_at_ pax:t· ,'b:; .L~ni:l .. d.o_ne bot.n .~t:'t: the_ t!ime. _an~ ·in 
ret:i•ospeet, Written fol" Amel"ican ·readers and ·ror American workers .it· 
will ~e not.. only general· _education&l value but concrete a'pp],~ce'Uon:' 

.. to the problem or psrty-buU:ding in _the. United ·~tate.s~ . Once we :em"tir.:;ll:: 
our readers ·in this. problem :we .have gone re.,; ,towards .making themBol"' · 
shevik ,in approacht that ::111 :~o- sity; ocinceriietL_aboU:t building :the' .. ~ev~ 
lutionary part:r:• . unce ·we ra.-n:!,l~lll'ize ouroselvaa witll these· probJ,e.ll's -~!) 
the Journa·l, then it will .become easy fo:r .aH or us: to handle 'them ··: 

. naturally 1n Labor Action as it was easy in the old 'days· to propagari-
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dize ''nnd ae;1tate. on the S, P, in Oeioinany ·and the crimes or the Stalin-' 
1st biU'ealtcracy, 

4, .Dialeot'ical Materialism. Dialectical Materialism is not something 
to .be cld'ended ·against. Hook, Eastman am Burnham. It. is the philoso­
phy. and the· theory or knowledge of· Marxism, To use a ph:rase Marx used 
in, b.iil early writings i_t is the theoretical baeis of scie.ntific human­
ism. Today when all thinkers are. groping like dl'tlnken men, with all · 
their points of support and :reference gone, we have here a weapon whose 
power and value· was never eo great as in the preva1line; confusion. In 
one artfcle, in particular:, 11St, Paul, Laski e.nd Stalin" the present . 
wri.ter hal!! tried to demonstrate hew the method can_ be used in defence 
of. the mo:re general views or life and soc:Laty that we stand for. But 
that., is merely a beginning. In every field the method of logical de-

. velppmellt. and historical :narlifestation brings results in clarification 
and. _illumination which w_ill be· felt in. every sphere or our work. Lenin 
was .al~ays a,,dialectic!an but- it,:r;as· only in 1914 that he studied ser­
iously,_ its, origin in. the Hegelian, dialectic. And after that. he became 
one. of ~he sj:.rongest advocates, or. its study in Russia, demanded that 
ex~racts.)'rqill_ H!'lsel,,.and interprl3ht1o!IS be printed.in. the J:.heoreticel 
3ournsl, lie .!mew !l.nd said, that, mistakes w.;>ul<l. be m$de but tod<:le_, that 
VlhO!lver was ,afraid. Of .. niiste.kes'wciuld~not>dcuiny:thipg, It cannpt be 
seicl';viith .sufficient eJ11pha~ia t}iat.;~deferice" ,or.-t-h!' dialect!~ against 
HoolC .. and.Eestmen .is today the least .. oi' .our .problems;, It .. is not a 
preij'to,;,.s_Jewe.l in' a, box''to 'be defillicled. against· them, It ·is a. weapon . 
to ,bA,,.f!ed, · J:n. tfie study.· end ,pJ':a~t,ice. or 'Hist-orical }dat"1rialis.m, .. , · · 
~~~~1~!1 Economics _and B,ols,h&,J:t~m~, H· ,will: ~e .fl. gU1/!-ing·,thread .ll)tik!tig 
,ooints, clear and .helping us . to. make .• them clear to. others., Contradio---. 
tion,'!.,.;opposi ie_a·,, ·.~eg6,tiOno':.n,~sa.tt<iri o_f. negation~ :_quant.'~~y :1~t6: qi!Efl:;- ,/ 
'ty, ~tr~scendence, ,condition,. pos.s1b1lity,. these-.are not .joke.s or a .·. 
:ind ·~of .. -intellectual :rami,ly 'heirloom· 'that you· 11def,end'~, fie~c.ely, agdllllt 
<ttack:without ~ever.· loi6w.1rig 'what they nieen;.* ~!!rx~ _Engels,:·Lenin arid 
rrotfiJcy, dfd not_ concern t~e~elyEi.fi ;Wit,h nonselie'e;. or, some' outworn. ili- .. 
tell~ct~al riJ:.ual •.. Th,er_El: is .to_dEI:Y a gre.at ,destr.e am(lng Marx~st_s. t:p 
·mow more about. this subje,ct.,and the . .J,1te,.at .. ~e ,or!' this subject ... is, . 
;rowing •. ,We.;play:',no .part .i,ri. it: at .all •. Not only. is. tliis,'tntere~t.,iri~. 
~v,.,t_e]);I,e_ e11:d leg~:tlm,at.e _j,l1 gel!eral., -},he 1\Be .Wfl. live .in. is, one. wfi.~ch, , 
~alls tor ideas. e11d tests .them .ruthlessly •.• Dialectic will.make .its · 
·ay,. wi,tli, us or:, without. :.J:t would be 'to 'our adven tage .:to study w!iilt i.a 

tr:ll..'!;l.tion!'ll,y .ours, .: . ._.. . . . · ; " 

"Sohol~at:i~-is~" -,··There 1S .rio1(only a \vay .to dd thSJ e things, . There. 
ia a way. not. . to· do. them. , . In ,the· last: two .issues of, the .NI . there· lias .. : 
1een a che,nge, i,n the type of ar.ticlet),, . ·Douglas. ElJ,1S·,has .written on 
tll1ed 'imperi.elism, Eminett .. has. writ.ten 'on °The :Great. Cont:radiotions"., 
':letweenvol,I, fl.llci'Vol,III,:and' Janies .BB.rrf!tt a_long)nit.iola. dealing· 
lith :oha ~'Ant1-Me:rx1an .Offensive", . With these may be. classed. th%'ee . 
, r·ti'cies of a sel<ies ori Bu,.riham by -Fahim.. These articles typify the 
nvel;>se side: of wh'at. is vi:ricing with the'.N,I, An empir1oal.approach . 
· ~e~. tnot- neoe'ssar:lli igrrore:., tht;u~Y ~ . ·r;o~-.Maz··xic.~. ~;:!:'f1.t~ .. that:.he. J.gno~s. 
\ .iEio:ry • .'What happens, is .that .the.ory is. given a special status, , It 
'oomea eoine:th~ne d.iV.<>r.c!i_d .'from ',the pra_cti_cal P~f!U:its. A _thaor~tiaia~ 

l.r.oomes a s'cholar; a "learned" mari and theory becomes the business of 
t raw who have time. In other words, it becomes precisely what Lenin 
h-ve:r let it become, a kind of oult.ul'al deco%'ation. Art.iales are writ­
.en wqieh,. if ,not written~,. would never be missed or aeked for. For_ ex­
.mPJ:e~'-aii :article· on .the uree.t Contradiction, II' ov1ng by a long liSt . . . ' . ' . . ' ' . . . . 

....... 
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or quotations that Mal"x did not- cont.:rad1ct himself, $SNes·.wqat ,pur., 
pose? The long al"ticle~ on the "Anti-·Ma:rxian ·Offensive" "dealing witli 
Hook, Shumpetel", and ·others is f.ul~ of knowledge a.nd ,ha:rd work out it;' 
l.s a tyoically scholastic piece. It cha:ractel"iz.es t)ie'se Wl"itel"s. as · . 
H.l::.~~il"b, "illogical",· subjS'ct to· "technical ooinp"ls,tjres".t 11 fi>lSS,fyil".g 
Ke-:<'s theo!"y ot' the State,". E!tc, etc, In_ the. same ir,ei'n ~·ah!"n spen!ls,­
s~:o'.l :::1valuable twelve pages· on ·BUl"nham Proving that Bul"nham. has re't'll.l"' 
hi~Lo:l the theory of human nature, of sociology, that he has borrows•·. 
f• ~': Pareto, etc, etc, This· type or writing helps nobody except .-those 
pev.>!e 'Yho are 1nte!"ested academically in study and prollessor1al; dis-·· 
cuc:sio~,s. They reek cif lectures· and class_, rooms an? college journals, 

• J ' 

First of all, the ideas of all these bourgeois write!"S should un., 
d"r nc cil"cumstances fill all. that space in our journal if treated in:·. 
that ~t·ay. Pe:<>iodicelly one Ol" two or a bunch or them should be hand'-. 
};e.:.) rn ... e!'erably· those who a:t.-~e creating an int~l"est in· labor·c~reles·;_--. 
:-v!l''" tne:7 are de.al t with, the main purpose should be tw.ofold:' (1)· to· · · 
o·:wr. exactly what stage or bo\lrgeois thought· they l"epl"ll'sent and. how '· 
:e.:· ·.he"e ideas al"e· affected by the stage of development ot; aocie.ty 
.,,,;. r•art.1.cularly of the·;wo.rkl.~g el!l,SS,; That they are illogic!!-1~ ,_tra• .. 
'<·.:c. Marxism, etc •. is nothing new• They.!!-l'l'l1ays he.y~·Sil~ £!.lW£!.yS w1l;L._. 
?ilr.;:·i;-~lnt_ ~s in·- what··~·ay,_tl~eY,·df?:'ib.t --~hy;·_vjhat -~~ ~~e -~l~tit?n o~~-: .. : --~·~·· 
t.his· C:yJ?e ·of anti-Msr;xism·to· P>:ev'ious oMs:.·:an?-wl:!e.t 1e.me~'ls to·:t.h!!; ... : 
labor !J)Ov:eme11t: today; ·'(2) ~o·:seize~ the .:opp~l"~uni~y. to!" .,. .. pC?~itiV:~'.eJS":. 
posi r.iou· of some.: aspect of 'Ya1•x1sm· thought ·and show them ap positive-"' · 
ly. ·Thus. the. l"enegaciea 'and :anii-Ma~i~:t~ ~r. tli.e~ pZ:eserii. day'a:re',_S.~:r;·; 
rooted·• in .the fact that there is no .powel:'ful :polittcal' labor ·mqveme!'lt '':· 
in the Un}.ted ·S~ates •. This give~ the;tr wofk'a'epe;oi!.fi '.AJI\eri;o'alj. sH.~~:: 
And the!"e are many s.imilal" ang~es; But thEi~.whoJ,e :t~e\ltmerit .. s~ould.>oe: ·., 
modelled'.on Ms~'s essay C?ri Proudho,n, ·or-Engel's Ot!.~l"ing; ·ol' I,ienin.: 
on· tl'le Narcidnik falsifiers ·or ··historical mitter1Bl1sm; ol:o Rasa' IiWCem-' · : 
biliig ·an' Bernste'in. ··'There is 'a wa'y_ of ;doing .the.se· thi:lfgs~ :"J.9e: :.~o)1~ /, ·. 
al"d · s ,ar,ttcle on. Wpuems, for e:.;a,mp.Ie,, is '1'11.1t!\ ·re.spec~ ·'!<o .)Tlethod. · .-.· .. 
vastly supel"io:r to these ·professorial 'discourses • ·. Not ·.only do ·they·: . ·: · 
not do wl!at they ~tight_ to dq, In ori~, ,re's)iet<~ they'do ~aJC!li for they;''.,. 
foster ·exactly the t attitude ·to theorY, as' .something· 'on· the shelf i ""t .... ,. · ·· 
stt•uggle of books ag'airist books, Whic~ the, g);e!l;t Ma.ni:•i't'Ei; ''in ;th~ir:'.':'::.· 
pract'ioe and. method c.onstantly ,.reP.uq:l:.~t~d< .Thi.s,, assortment' of p_i'ec.~s. ·. 
will not onl;y: not raise the ~n,l"Xist ·level .or·_the magaz~ne: .. It wil.l_'-~. 
not only give an· illusory idea that "at· ieast ·we ·are hav1hg s.ome~ 'tb;eo­
ry". It will att,..act only. the w:rong. tYP.e of student'"•ilio will s·ee -:Jufok 
on one side and. the NI o<1 the. othe:r, a};'guing about the same tb,lng '.on .. :. 
different sides but. 1rr much the s.ame· so1•t. :or way;_ · '~il!S:lly, n: rein-.·.•.'.: .. ·.:' 
fol"ces· ~be ... acti"e p,arty, ·mf!mber in the .. ·s.entim~nt that he _would' l:f,ke to . 
study so'me '"theory•' .but he hasn':t the; time to· spa:re fo:r it •. '· Whe,ri .. '. · 
Lenin argued on th~ol_V. no· ~n.e, eve:r mj.'s:took him :ror. a me:re deb.a~~r wi.th 
his opponent, And both he and Ma~ in .P!ll"ticula.l" ·cou~d:write::ou.·the.· · 
most abstruse subjects and yet make,the workel" who.ventured:fnto·1ts 
p,.ges feel' that this' was' something . .or'the utmos.t intere'et..and .conoem ·; 
to the w_or~:t.ng c_laB:s.·_·_ 'Th_i_~ P.O·?{~~-·y:a·~ l'!~.t. p~y.,t{QJ.pgt~.!i~~· :~~-ii-.· __ J:~p!'1J.ilg·~.·-· 
from their whole me.thod or analysi.s,. And ·that' is. 1'\ot·.~e~nt in a .~a:y, 
The tdk 'of the NI .e.hould_ ~e to .teach these· .. undoubt(ldl;r .~a~~n,!Jf3d ·a.,!l1-
rades and i'rlends to use the:!.:r talents in :tlli"c.,MP.r-x~s,t ~l!,'l~:r;._ · · ·; 

COOOWSION ..... .. . 

. At the meeUng on the American ·question which· preo~e!ied.. tl!!9. lS~4' :· 
convention,· I listed· three pl"opagandist points as ones on'·whloh we · .· .. 
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should center :our att!Ultion. 
- .. 

}-• · .The Americanization·ot' Bolshevism 

2; The Statit'ice.tion or.· Production .. 
3, 

Points No. 2 and 3 will have to wait.·. I have tried· here to ab-. 
stract propaganda and agitation and educa~ion from work among the 
masses. But such an abstraction has all the one-sidedness of' an ab­
st:roaotion, In actual lif'il the mass work will· guide and· Shape. the theo­
retical approach at-every stage. Contact with ~he proletariat usually 
results in the,t. Bttt the· thoo:ratioal work. viill.guide thEi niaas work 
also.· . -The orientation- o_utl1ned hei•e will demand serious attention , .. 
from all of' ~,ts precis~:ly because. we· are cadres for a party. T!Je pe:r<­
petuel refrain of "laek· or -1'or_ces" :l.s ,no answer, A ;t.eading O!)mr!lde 
can go to Chicago for 14 days or go on, tours laF.lting weeks_ to settle 

. ,s;.:ne union problem or to make speeches; The _party· dpes not .. collapse 
in their absence. But we are told that 'thi"Ough- 0 lackot't'orces" ·n:o 
OI<!Can,fincl.l4 d!'ys to,wr!te,a,p!!Jllphlel; op,~}\hat_is-the Wor>l<!l:rs.Party'l'l 
Isn 't,the~·argument'.tr'i:diculous~ .. The .. pamphSts a;,e not written.·.because 

· · !-~: '~~~:(~:t\~g~·;~~e~~t;;¥~;l~~~~:~~~di: -~~~~~i;~~:i~~~ff~~~~k~-
wbtc'h both ·in material and .me.t:Jllt:~r ._wepe auc.h .. af!,we .:had :in.cl911E(-3B-Jmd:: .. 
enhbled. us t,o write the ki_nd· pi' pamphlets or articles we needed at 
the dr>op of' a hat. • . ~-,,:.~ --:·.·!...:· :c:; - ,_. .. . ...... -~ ----·------ -· 
... , .... ~t me,he~e ool)cluge .wit,h .th~c.questio~.-o1Le4uoaUon, ~propaganda, 
ar,itat!on in its relation .to the tundame!J.t_a:l quS:st:Lon,.bt th~ ~Hding 
,-11'. _the party. 

~ ·~--~·:-~ \.:;~_-.·.:···.-.. ' - .. --·_.-••. :_ '-'•'·: :··.-·'_ -~· • ·-··'·· .•• ·• ··~;-·,···: o • 

• ~-~ • :.The ~merican mass-'pBIJty ,will ,not be .built ,by ·.U$ ,.or by the·;Cannon­
H•es. Groups of' VIrg:l.n'ia miners,. West ooast:. S!l,ilors, :.Southern ::Bh!ir!e­
croppe>:"s, ·Pittsburgh steel workers,_ all sorts of' "lett" formations 
c11ll'.·coa.leQce i!l 1t!me and·hammer.-.o.ut, .. a:-unif:1.-ed organization.:: They ·will. 
l>>:"ing ·their·-qual!t!es•.-·:our.t:aa~ •is •.to t.orn~ s~oh •a!strong_:nuoleus--that. 
·",he coalescence w'ill take pleo'e .around:.uA, or >even· -t:ha t does not· take 

. place, our spacial. contribution will be Marxism and the theory and . 
practic.e. or Bo:is_hevi.sm • .- ~ut to ·.do· t_h'is: .we •hav~:-to .. gather, a,,nuoleus of' 

· ·a •f.e'ij' ,_thauee.nds, ·. or whom .7.5% ,,w:i:ll .be -·:hnezoic an ;workers, . men' and ,women,- · 
instincti,vely ho;3_t1le .t:o :'QoU1•geois ·society, :.who ar.e _.:workers:, ,hav·e .bee.P 
workers and who haire no other prospect ·in life except-to be wCirkers. 
They and only they ·can build a mess party, They are the only real . 
mass .propagandi_EI,t:s. and: agitator!J, d_ay after da~··: They exist ·in ._ten:il 
ot thouaands al~ady and capitalism will cre.ate more and more~ tlious­
a,nds .. t'o~ ~s •. ;But they: nE!ed:to_ be ,given, not. pr-ospe_o,is. _of' .. a··:liappy life 
and higher wages, but. a met-hod or· thoug!lt and a concf!pt1on ot'··social 
development that makeS, their own li"es and et't'orts intelligible to 
the!Jl in national al\d _inte~national.·t-.er'l!lll:o, They _need.to )Cnow_ .. that in 
Merx1-sm ~nc:l ~h., r,l3'c-"olut.,.~n~y' .~~;;; r~11e;y'- have -somethirig _whi_oh, ev:en 
11' far from being completely underoto,d, yet ;ls thei.rs, . :Proletarian 
th,()ught-, proletarian method Jlj'olst be !'or> -them· a .challenge. to the ,bour­
geoisie .-at· -ell points; det'eatil!g ·it::in .. ,th~o:r:r,a:s =tlie .workers ·,wiH one 
day dE!fea,t ,it. ,in ;prao~iqe,,. ~()r thell) it .m~a.t be a.,thE~ory .wh~oh marka 
orr those who &.dhere to it trom an ,others·_g1v;1ng them ·pride and con.,. 
1'1denoe and the co.nsoi<>QD!leas or a great superioJ:'ity--to all however· · 
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influential or famous who do not accept Marxism;;• · That·is ·Bolshevism, 
That is what Lenin in his day and with his prob1ems·rrom the start. 
stro,,.e to create, · -~:-~;· ·::·'·.:··: · 

. ~ '-'. _, .. .: ~) ~- . ).'. : 1 

•." .l.·'''A 'series Of studies of the: ~erica'n labor mcw-ement, A,F.ofL. 
·',. apd :I;VI,lf;·.and theii.'•A,F; 'of. ·.r:, ~and-C,I,O;c, ·calOf!g. the· .:t~nes••lleaH;;.\vith .· 
.. _ . . :ln the:~-sect!·'dn·..:.on\the:Nr -abOVe.·._!:·.· .. , ·--··--: ·:~~:: .~.,.~:.;:,_..-i;_\. ;·· ·:~;:'j·'n; ""r,..,t-': 
•' ' ... , · .::.,-.:::: ;-.,_~·:·-'-~" ·--. . .:-.J-~·--. -·\. \·~-:-.-::··.:..:·-.~ _J.•·,s·; ;!1't:lf-::·~-~-'!';" ,·:,..;;,;· :· 

• ! ·· ·s, ·The· Civtl•Wal''·aa the•Amerio·an •ticurgeors re•rcnutiOrii'•'(Trotsky 
viantei:l. to ·wri te:·a •History or. ·.the,. Civf 1 ·:Wa:.:>. ·) · '''lhis :is 'the· ··theot•et:tcEil 
baiiJ.r; f'or the'comirig:ao.,ia1·reirolutton,.·:onJ: ·: .. :·., 0:[,:·: .,,,,_,,,,,.,,,,"_: ;· 

': i -.·-_, _-. ·.·-·· ··;. ·• r:·.: •• ···:··:~·'. .-r: :.: · ·: ,;-1 i_.·-:: .. _.- .!:;.:-:· _;_,._;_:~- ·, -:· .. .-;:; ·,· 
· '• · · · · 3. · ·The ':AmiOlr:l:oatr':·Rsvoluti'oli 'of 1776,' ~Priem ·hez'iFrtow•all' the •:: ., 
· ideo1ogy·:and:'curvent 'soC:ia1 .thought·. or :nh'e ''ao'unt:ey·: ·;,·constitut·ion~:·;Bill. 
or Righ'lls:, .• Found1~ 'F.athe%'s •. 'We •:have:; to •et!!l:<tit :oreakfng:·tl1at'#i"''as. c,· : 
Ma.rxi·sts-•:::-;: ... ..:.· ... ~; ··•·:':'(.-.-_:·--~- ·; .-. _ _,:_::;·:·'_; ···~~:-.: -~~ ·,_., :- :--:~•.'1. ;_£;·,.-_,_. 

,.,_-,,., --r~-·.: ···'·~ ····, · ~·- .· :·.; ··-.-· :.-- .. ~·! •· ·. r: -- :·;::_· ·,·-- .. 
· ·· ; · · ::•· ·From·-:tni'e· al'iolild -come. -in :t~me :.twc? 1'~11 'lengt>b:. pwnphlet·a: · : .'"· · .. 

1:-1 .;~N,;r1 •' ',' •·: ·_-,•' :.·•' ; •. ~· .· ,' . ,·: '.) r •· ._• ··, •,--,.,' .·~·_I • :·. ,
1 

:,'. • ;· f ·j :0 

. · ·; ·. ' 1:. ·, -'.~'lhe cortmiuntat· •Mami'es t'o"· ·of !\in&:.:> ~Q a, ail-·a.riaJ!ysis -or Ailier~i~-~ 
· p.evelopnient' rrcin!'11'776 •t-o t;oday; ,. : .. ::_ . : > 'v ..•... ,, . -· '·'·' . ·· . ,, ·, .·:::· / /' ,' 
"·~•-.- -•. ~ . _:-_-; __ c·.'·.-·~_to-..l • __ · :.' 1'· · . ·.; :;-.-·_-... ···1; .. t'';:ii _, ·-il .-~- ' · : : .. _,_; ·_·.''-·' 

·• :' · · ,, 
1 
'2 • •An' ·im•alyida- ·of. .. the. l!ibor 'nioiemerit'• anct 'i'ts •·:.:'ole i'n 'Ainerrciak- · · 

.. , h'fa~oziy with speci'l!ai' emphasis ·onntbe:.IA,i',·':Of' L.' 'arid ·tne C.I.O,' ·"·::.:<•: ·i• 
·~. !,:~,-- ·.·• '•· , ·.·'.l-,_l;_l.';!· .:,. .·_·;: <!•co .. ~-~--~··t.t"IU yir.~ .· ,.•:_·:.- ·:\: ; r·;•:,·r·_: -~-·- ~:. 

",,.' · '• ·These' a!lould ''be' ··otir · ·Erl'lliane'bt stan'db·-:, · ·: Tliey should la'st: fCii<wa·r.::­
,e;~,<l'eas un · ·:soc '!· · am, "an ''a·._. •oul' Q a:a·s···should· b'ogtn t#tlf'•tliem !arici 
imrne'di·ately:'aftei";'•<or 'S~de .. oy·,caide i'' tne ··coilurr~.tni'et 'Mariif'estd, ·e·tc:;<~> .c ' ' 
-Ther :must be-il" outt 'a·tamp;··our:·.I·ab'e.l,t ~ ... .-~.' ··: -- :· ~ ··. t ; .'!:~~;,~: ·:.{·· :y··_:.·.:L• : ~: 

·1 · .-. ,_ ~-. ·-· ,,.;;. "'~~---~ 1 •• •;.,• •. ::,_~'i":-,.r;• ·•·.:, ··-~ •.l ·; 
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B, tho wholo thoorotionl dl.acusdon ci' lldcumblntio~tt wl.tli i..-~r~iitlbo.l 
. nppll.o".tionto.tliii ooonomico of .tho go.;;rniiUint "E""1fng must ~oiiii;" !f. !!.• ~ 
•.o t\1'0 2_r ~h!2.£_ ~<:lea .fu.!: }!.0.!:•• '!o_liiiw ~ono ~· But 110 B!!!!t :!!.•.G!!,>.• . 

· ·• < 'c ... ,Tilo'.soo~aiiot"Pni~y, tho boginr.:tn~ ~f 'tho O,P •.. in _thh country, tho 
Third. Fnrtyf studi.ea· oi' those, net aoC\domio but in tho .loniniot mnnnor, for 
our awn oducintton o.l>:l' tho uduoo.tion of tho 110rkors ,. t:lllst bogin to" "Ppoo.ir in 
tho 'journnl •. With o.rtiolos on Bolelw.vi1!1U o.nd 'its ·bogirinl.ngs, 0.0 a historioo.l 
atnnda.rd of OO!Ilpo.r16on, ~ro cho.ll )login to crocto tho 'thooi'utiCt:.l 'procif.S•Js for 
o.n Amorl.c"n Bolahovi.,. o.nd in t1mo .do our o;m "l'lhct is to b,o Dono?"-

D,' .. Tho .7z.itings of linrx, Engels, Plo=no:v.o.nd tho otlior o'l<>sRlco on 
Dio.loctiiinUintor1alis .. m muot_.i'ind "·pl.t'.co i!' tho pc;p,or, Not every. mc•nth or 
ovary throo m onthe' ·but otondily, ,so tli<;t 11c. consol.ouoly begin to illullin"to 
our ·own work trith'tl>o liar.lds.·t scl.onti:t~c t\Othoii. · · · 

Wo1boi!IC tr~t oio ~o, . thO e.i.o!_O divisions ;,.ru in' ~soondl:E£. ~or. of_ 
impo.!:tarico •: . . ¥or' onn' 1dovoloeont col:l,os-~ -.!!: ~ .!!l'! onorey. !!.:!,: ~· 
M !!!_ ~ ~ ~ systo=t!_oaliy ~ iJ!£ ~-~· · , .. . . . . ' . 

' \ ',•,- ; ·I ;.: ·, ' . - J. .. :.-11: .. '-·... , . 
Aroh!vo! ~-- -:-.· ·. . ~ · ·._,_. ===:::.:. -!; •• --~-::~-~-,.r.·.~· •. ).,_,) ,.,_ .-· '· . . ; 

., . · ,~~;;,:c;: ,,;, bf.Y?J~ -~i,i~&· ~ .~o •. ; ': 
''' ' ' _I •. ·- ': •' ·, I :•''• &., )I'\ o 'i ; ''· , '- ~-·, • 1 • _· ' · : -• • • I _ • ; ; • . -' ""> ~~·- ·• • • • 

• ···· .·· A, 'l'hO tirl.ti~•'> ,l9~to~o;. •.tc'~~- oi' l:l?:rx ~!'&_9ls~·rom.~ s~rgg;·ir.fo~s.k:f.~n 
.Amoricr> !w.vo n vo.luo i'<Lr beyond thOir aco.ttorod · ohlii-nctor, · 'l'hOy t:lllst bo 

· oollc~,t91!,,.,,.nno~t9.d. o,;nd P!l':blist.otJ.~···· "Ic_nin .on B.!:~t:\'!.n~ is n.~u• •• ~~·-·~·ry' 
pr~_oJo 1!-~,, -.;ol"!""in Bri_t~n., .. lotJin~a. ~<ro lot~ors}.o tho ~.rl.9"':' \"0.\"!<ii\"~(~~or 
?."\""~~g, -~Ji9u~d; be, nt '?no~ .~cp~l.!lt~~Jn .. t\'0 ·F~r~ ., . : ., :-, , . > . , ... 

'.:~:·•L!";~.:;.-·•,·•··'~ ·;T > ... ~ :.•_·~ !~,'.j, ;-;._:.,··,,"~ ,:,; ',•_;r ,], :;,:;.":Z ,.·/ 1 ;' ''' t 'J r,r ' ' 

·: . ,:, B~; W0. Ju,:;n :to,. stort Nprlntl.ng· t~nd. nnno,t"tl.nt; oc:.w ce>rotully,,choson . 
olnlisio's ot· Aoorl.oan. rovolu'iionarios. ro_r· ~.lai::>plo, David lla~n 1s. l•pi>oO.l, 

· Spooches oi' l(cndoll PIU.~,l:lips, etc, · · 
. . . . . 

!!!2, l!oj\ro Questfon 

Here, as Karxist intorprotors, tho field is ours, Nogroos nnd populism, 
Bookor T, uo.sbington, Frodoriok Douglns, tho Garvoy movement, ~h~tovor sor!oua 
wo:rlc uo do hero ll'ill not only oduonto ouraolvi>s but 11ill bo gobblod up .by 
tho Nog~o pooplo, mnosos and intollootunlla nliko, nnd progressive ~hl.to 
workore. 

Pnrty Fompl!lota 

R'o nood two o.t onoo: 

1,!11w.t ia tho Workoli'a Pnrtyf 
Z • l'ho Lnbor Pnrty 

1'hoy ohould bo serious pomphloto both onat in n hl.storl.onl mould, Both 
~ _lhould b2_ Ce>ro.f'ully ooordinntod, BO ~hnt tho roooor 17ho""'FciiU!"a t.'!iOiii" 
~o.vo n cloar !iilt:brioi'iy o£o.tod idon of tho dovolopooni:. oi' tho 
lnbor mcW..Ont and of tho function of tho tr.o pnrtioa, Closely l1nkod with 
this :ouat. be tho publiOllt.ion oi' " i'onnnl Dool"r"tlon oi' Principles and 
goncrnl progrnm, tbia 1• " crying noooseity. 
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4 'I l · - .. 30 .. 

~Aoti~n· ~:tho PozlPhlots 
.. ( 

~·. . ' '· .• .' 

A sub~t~ntl:c.l ,ooot.iori cit' tho 'p;lper muet' r'ei'~eot; i'ri pOPulo.~ ~~,i t~o ~rk 
do on this pro'pagnndht eli'ori. ~·.,; ol: tho pnmphlotB or oxt.rnots from· 'tholii 
m ust o.otoolly !\ppo!lr woek <>i'ter weok in tlio ~· Articles in tho NI o~n l:e 
!!!!!!!'!!'rizod 11! th sui t~b!O'Odir<Lots;-l.'iio po.rty progrem nnd oxp~o.nei,O.ry, nrtiOI.Os 
rtUst. oonst~iitl'Y "PP""" ,!_n_:tliO .?!!2!!!:• Thor~ t~~~ot bo " oonsi~t, .t~o.•up,, ... 
litorc.1"'Jo poUt~;:!!! prcmotiiiiinn"'t\7oon ·t..!!.o !I• .J?.!!2. solid .E!!)X!.t;o.ndiot, 
pemphlot• <Ln1"'ilio pa.poro . . .· · · . · . · , . , . 

Rovior.a oi' book should pl<Ly c.n icportnti~ p<>rt· in tho pc.J?O~• · They !lust 
not bo vmtorod dol7Tl. 1\ro rov:f.ows nh!oh h.o.vo nppo~rcd or l-ri.ll o.ppoo.r in tho NI. 
hovo ovory pla.eo in tho popOr, ono by Shc.ohtl:lnn 'on lT!.lkio 1s. Ono l1n14 nnd 
o.notho>; on \lochs lor's study oi' John L •. L0\7l.e, Lito;, Ti!:l!i :iiiO Siiiiii'd:iy 
E-ron!ng PDst, Collier, Look, oanstnntl:t: hllvo c.rtiolos~T~ho most, sbrious · · 
quo.lit,y b"ihighly quC::lU'iod wrHoi'i'itlio' do liot mito. do1m, Those o.ro roc.d bY 
J:Jillions •. A rooont o.rtiolo in Lifo on Co.pito.lism o.nd·tho Froo .Uo.rkot ia c. 
oo.so in pi>int, ·Tho so dnd riot <-~!.orca in ~ho Nw. York. TilllOs .. spoilld bo t)!o . 
tnrgot oi' systo""'tio 1 oomprohansi vo o.nd i'ully: ~;xiot. :ropl~.oo by ~. Lifo· 
r;ritos on tho i'roo mo.rko't? Good, Wo \7rito'··thc>'l.ic.rx:l.st· vi011: ot tho· i'roo m!iidcot. 
Tho Saturdny JWoning Post uritos o.bout ourtols Bnd·llla).lot>illiosi ·!l!>:s:E'.~11:i~:· 

.T7P udto,- obo oo~··two '1\rtioloa oll.l:lOnopoUoa alld 041:tole o;n:paatngclli0£11 t< : 
suporfioi'nlity· c.nd yrouching, our ·orm vioio'S_ •. _!lp _;:;_n.y~ ~ll~~ .. :t-11? .• ~~c.c.si~ ... o:~r~ on 
monopolios is Innin s lmporio.liai:l. ITo r'l;tor t·o_ 'our bOok ·sar\fi'co~ Wo rof'o% 
. to o: curront'·nrti.clo in tho· NI• l7o .donounoo ca.rlols,- but wo tqo.oh, wo. O"!'lO.il\ 
wo aoui>~r~to1Y:;}U.'t. tho _;ior_\<or o.bC)vo !>i,f~":P!f,o.trugg1os;': :; .,· ': . < • ~,, '· .. · 
EdtiCnt.!on~: :;~·J. ?-b~yb- doOWnb~.i. ~'~ il~t· .~: prO;gr·_~·rt,f.J,;~~~. d?.ciuZo~·t.1{1,:0~1C?o~-i.~hg·::~,i.:~.·::· 
t!i4oratiocl

1
ncoossity is grc.~po!l, · .thon,.~ho ?r~r,nizctio:m~ o.r,rc.lJ&Ot>,o~ts~ ~M. 

courses of study, oto. ;;Bro> to sto.rt mth,- o; tlDottor oi' oollc.boro.t!.vo• otfon• 
Thls, ho·.10vor .J:JUst bo •Bid •. Thl.• doour:!Ont 'ropud!.o.~o 9ntiroly th<.t OOJ11loptio~ 
of oduontion ·i'm!.oh· oondo out: d(ioilbonts . ~b'in]t'' t!lo · 'ii)>Oilchi>s of Rooso,"iolt ;.;.nd . . · 
listS ·of.nnio prOfits· ri.nd _\10.1" _scc.ildr-.. 18'• · · "·~ .. ·' ~ ' ~ ·. ··. 

1 
• ·. : .... :.. • :;'~· ·· ·. ~~·. ·~ ': ·: 
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