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The debeie on rucism which is occuring i SDS is central to the direciion of
the ngverent, Hecause we are Americun revolutionaries and because of the history of
Tucisu in America, the dynamie rolasiocanship between closs and roce nmstl be underctood
if we are to lmow vhut our relationship to the lubor moveuent and the black movement
mist ba.  To those who see the black question only as one of black people oo super-
exploited mepbers of the working class, we eay you are ignoring +the very real history
‘of the bleck man os a notional or colonial questlon in thic cowniry., To thone who seo
the black question only ag & nationalist guestion, divorced from cless, from its re-
lation to white laber, we say you ore ignering the great historic periods of black
ratimelizr - when it wes consclous of i%e cless character.

Lot us ctate at the beginning how we view the relationchip of race and class:
the black people are the touchstone of Americen history. At each stage in history,
they outieipate the next stage of development of labor in i%ts relationvhip with
cepital; they anticipate the next surge forewerd of humenity's development. Becausc
of their dusl oppression — as race and as elasgs —- and because of their seilf-activity,
creativity, it could not bz otherwize,

The black population ds the vonguard in the movement to treansform the reality
of our cluss divided, racist scciety. They are vanguard because they heve, through-
out history, been masses in motion, This vanguerd role stands out at all cruclal
points, whether that be the movement for the sbolition of slavery leading to the Civil
Var or Popmdism; the fight ogainst the very first sign of dimperinlism {when the U.S.
‘betrayed the Cuben fight for frcedom from Spain by itself turning congueror in 1895)
or the building of the industrial wnions inm the 1930's; the sense of internationaliusm,
or the present atitcmpts to re-constryct socicty on totelly new, truly humon foundations.

) To see how the racz quastion has continwally pished the class basis of America
to the forcground, end how clans hog slvieys been the culting edge of revolutionary
black netionelism, we must begin with the ‘past -— the black past end the Merxiot past.

Tirst, the black pest has alweys been intemetionel, Neither the African nor
the American black revolts were onc-wey strcets, Tho two-woy reed to revolution was
in fact triangwier, from Africa, thvough the West Indies, to the Unlted Statoa, and
the other way arownd. In a word, the color question was, at one and the some time,
& notionel gquestion and an intornaticnsl one. ‘

In Africe the black mem vas in the mejority; in the U,S. the Afro-American is
in the minority. The strategy of black revolt here, thus, was and is much more. com=
Plex ~—and oiso more challenging, for the rovolt is occurring in tho bastlon of world
sapitalism, Here the relationship botween white labor, black revolt, white radical
youth iz crucial to the dialectics of liberatiorn., It has been so throughout our his-
tory and is so toddy. The red coloration of rovoluticnary Marxiem has been an inte-
gral pert of this dialcotic, It hoe worlred to bring about the coulesence of white
and dlack revolutionary forees. ‘

THE CIVIL WAR .

Unfortunatoly much of the notive Marxiet movement has, from the beginning, mis-
urderstood the relationship between class and reca, At the time of the Civil War
there were self-ctyled Amcricen Marxists who ovaded the whole issue of the War by say-
ing thnt they wore opposed to "all slavery, wage ard chattel." Compare them to Marx
who wrote in 1860: ‘

“In my opinion, tho biggest things that have been happening
in the world todsy oro, on the ono hand, the movement of
tho slaves in America, started by the @cath of John Brown,
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and, on the otaer, the movement of the serfs in Russie...
I have just seen in the Tribune that therc has been &
frech rising of slaves in Missourl, naturnlly surpressed.
But the signel has now been given."

What i5 important hore is thot Merx, unlike other radicals of his day, never
scrarated is phlloscphy of frecdom from the concrete ciruggles of haman beinge for
freedom, He vas constantly locldng for what he cslled "new passions” and now forces .
vhich would bring dovm the old and coustruct the new, The industrial proletariat was
contral, but e sew that n peoples' struggle for self~determination could be a spark
to ignite that proletariat. And it proved to bo so on tie queation of white 1abor's
fignt for en 8 hour day. lere is how Marx expressed 1t in Ceplial:

¥y the United States of North America, cvery indepenéent movement of
+he workers was parclyzed so long as slavery disfigured & part of the
Republic. Lobor commot cmancipete itself in the wolte slin where in the
black 14 is brandud. Put out of the death of slavery B new 1life at omce
arose. The first fruit of tho Civil War was thu sgitation fox the cight-
hour day thot Ton vith the sover-leegued boots of the locomotive from the
Atlentic t0 the Iaeific, frow New Inglond to Califomia,”

There were whites in the United States, the Abolitlonists, who did align them-
gelves with the bluck slaves' fight ond with freod black abolitionistas. Together they
fought for three docedes to bring about the lrrepressible. conflict and transformed it
from & Wer of mece supremacy of Northern industry.over Southorn cotton culture’ to one
of omancipation of glaves,

The point is not hisgory for history's sake, but that thore is rmech in this’ that
apylies to us today. We too have scli-siyled Marxiste who state an obvious truth, thet
"the raterial bagis of racism is capitalisn's driving necd to maximize profits," (Am
Arbor NC resolution on Racism), but from there proceed to disvegard the black questior
as a quastion., IYnstcad it .is diusmissed as just en sppendage to the class question.
Everything is trected mechanicslly ond es o result the 'ideas coming forth from +he black
revolt itsel? are ignored.and one's own 1dcos are neatly put on top no mattor what form
tho etruggle. That is oxmetly whnt is hnppening with the black nationniist movement
today, with one group in 5DB diemisoing notionelism na reactionary ané ancother group in
$DS proclaiming 1t Imows whet is the correct "venguard" 1n the blaclk nntienglist move-
menta -

GARVEYTSH . .
Hack notionalism is not new on the Americnn sconc. Onc mass organizational form -
vias the United Negro Improvement Association orgentzed by Marcus Garvey in 1918.

The period, 1916~1521, zaw a mwnssive emigration of bluck people from the South to
the Northern industriel ciies, ‘They wero confrontod by ghotto degradetion, lack of
jobs, and the enti-black Jim Crow exolusioniot policy of the cxdeting craft unions of
$he poriod, Competing for oven tho lowest jobe with whites, they were froquontly used
ga strike-breakers sgainst the craft-only unions, Such monumental oppression created .
the consciousness of group identity, of group opprossion - as black pecple.

The appearance of Marcus Gorvey, & West Indisn printer, gave voicc +o this con-
sciousnoss, In his paper, Hegro World, begun in 1918, Garvey addrossod "Fellownen of
the Negro race! —— throughout tho world: "Black men, you woro once groat; you shell be
grent ageine.. If the world fails to give you consideration bocause you ore Negroos,
four hunired millions of you shall through orgunization, pkake the plllers of the wni-
vorse ond bring dovm crention, even as Seuoon prought down the tomple upon his head and
upon tho hends ef tho Thilistines." {quotod in Rlack Moseg, hy Fdmmd Tevid Cronon.)
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It wos not oo mach Gorvey's idens for repatriation to Africa that won o mass
tolliowing omong some six millicn, mostly pmletarinn, blocks and gnined the Kepro
Jerld a cirewlaticn of 200,000 in 1921, but rather that he hed tapped thoe magnificent
Foree of black eon.;ciousncss omong the masces of black people both in Americs ond
throughout 'thu vorld.

Gorvey stresacd the African cultural heritage which had for so long beon ignor-
eds Today there cro some in SDS who dismies eulture as reactionary, Instead we must
look both at cultural nationnliem!s positive features and ot it limitations. Let us

tcke the slogan "Elack Ig Beautiful," fThe positive feature of this new culture is
that it upscts whet Amorden hos beon 1living oy since its inecption —— the dominant
p:c-c'iudic:os wh:l.ch dermand fint white is right and black is wrong — by counter-posing
to this tho reality in such slogons as Bleck Is Beaudiful,”

The limitation of culture is thot such positive feotures are butb beg_zmings.
If pure eulture replaces freedom as o geal then in place of revolt will appoar arro-
grmee, Culture connot be o substitute for reveluticn, but a first step towards
revolution. That it can be tronsformed into its opposite is scen in certain groups
where Yeultural notiongliscM becomes appended to the Sjotﬂm as "black capitalism."

* The point for us in SDS is to seo that there is a movement, o dialectic to
thought, from conseiousness throvgh cwliure o philosorhy of revolution, It is tied
tc the movement of history frowm slevery through sorfdom to free wage labor, It 1s
$isd to tho diuicctic of the class struggle in generdl, cnd tnder capitalsim in porti-
cular as 1% dovelops through spoeific stages from competition through monopoly to
state. AL each sioge it calls forth new forms of revolt and new aspects of the philo-
soply of rcvolution. Tho new forms of black revolt emd thought are part of this
dinleetic. : :

IT Garveyism has much to soy about bloclk naotionnliem, it alsd oxposed the fail-
ure of the American left to deal with the race guestion. Tho stoge was sot in 1903 ty
Pugena V. Debs, a foumder of tho Socialist Imrty in declaring "Properly spanking, thero
1s no Nogro question outside of tho labor quostion." Despite the fact thet Dubb was a
- groat native soclaliet, whose work in the labor movemont is wnratched to our day, he
nisundorstood the black question. While it is not an excuse, ho did nmake that atctement
sack in 1903, 3But vhat con we esy of Progressive Isbor, who cannot shine Deba' shoes,
After tho cxperience of the Gaxrvey movement, the block workers in the €10, +the vhole
Civil Rights movement of the 1960'z, now, in 1969, PL still denios there is o black
queation, It is truly ludierous,

Hany of the xrodicals during the Garvey peiidd as well as some black intellectuals
of thet day (DuBoiz! Vtalented tenth!) rofused to listen %o tho voices of the biack
oagses heing eliclted by the Garvey movement. Cervey sensed more offinity with Ienin's
Intornational thon with the black 'telented tenmth! of the U.S. ZLondn folt it neccsscry
to hit back at those radicals who dié not see the nationel quention, He censured for
"nationcl egoisn" those who failed to recogaize the Hotional Quostion as it aprlied
both to easily recognized nations like tho Irish, or minorities like the ghetio Jew
in Pelond or the Nogro in tho United Siates.

It was to this point that Cloude HMeKay, the gront black poet, spoke, when
he addressed the 4th Congrooy of the Commnmist Intornatlonal in 1922:




b=
"Much hes since been written on the sameness of the Negro snd American culture
in order to prove that the Negroes are not & natlion. But what these writers
have failed to show 1s: why, then, does there nevertheless exist & Negro pro-
blem? The sameness of the Negro and American culture does not explain this.
And this is the nub of the matter.”.

Carveyism is not just in the past. 1In its demonstration that not a few intellect-
tusls or small parties, but black masses in motion Are the vanguard, it says much for
today's strupggle. TIn its look at African cultural heritage, 1t shows how culture can
play a role in a freedom movement, Its demonstration of the i{solation between would-
be leaders and masses is still true today.

THE CID AND WORLD WAR II

Two movements--the black movement, the labor movement--have run perallel in our
history. The paralleligm is the characteristic feature of American class struggie.
Only when these two great movements coalese do we reach decisive turning ponts in

"United States development. The formation of the CIO was such a turning point.

In its time, the birth of the CIO changed the industriasl face of the nation, chang-
ed black-white relations among the workinz class and showed the class aspect of black .
netionalism. In the process of fighting for industrial unionism, white labor began to
drop some of its raocism. On & national scdle, white and black united to gain rdcogni-
tion. There are stories from plant upon plant of white and black unity,

At the Hudson plant -in Detroit, the entire plant walked out on protest against the
unjust treatment of bleck women workers. During the Little Steel strike of 1937,
blacks fought alongside whites on the picket lines., At Republic Steel one of the ten
strikers who was shot and killed by the guns of the cops was n black worker.

"The Republic Steel strike demonstrated ‘that in & time of erisis white workers

would not only struggle side by side with Negroes, but would slso follow them as

leaders &nd honor them as mertyrs....The strike had shown that some Negroes,
acting on the basls of their class alignments, would subordinate racial loyalty
even te the point of criticizing and fighting Negro strikebreakers." (Quoted in

Dantel Guerin's Negroes on the March.)

The Mzrxist movemeat in thet period wes both good and bad, In contrast to many’
black intellectuals who seperated themselves from the new element in the black movement---
black workers on the move--the American Communist Party both in and outside the factory
was with the.black population -in many bettles. But with World War TII and the German in-
vagion of Russia, the Americen Communist Party, following Stalin's line, abandoned the
black movement altogether. Before the invasion, A, Philip Randolph's Msrch-on-Washing-
ton Movement (an all-black mass organlzation which planned to mobilize 100,000 te march
on the nation's capital to demand an end to job diserimination.) was too mcderate for
the Communists. After Hitler's invasion, the Movement was "too balligerent." Every-
thing was subordinate +% the crusade against Hitlerism, The struggle for brack eman-
cipation hed to be laid over to a better day., Here are two quotes for the period:

"Four hundred years of Negro slavery are nothing beside Nazi persecution of Jewish
peoples, people of the occupied. countries." (James Y. Ford, a black leader of the Com-
munist Parcy, Feb., 1942) "Hitler is the wain enemy" "The foes of Negre rights in’this
country should be considered as secondary.” (Eugene Gordon of ‘the Dally Horker March, 1942

The NAACP was criticized by the Commnists as belng "toc militant." During the 1943
race outburts in Harlem, the Stalinists sided with the city and state asuthoritles
against the black masses. It is this "heritage" that many young PL people should know
before telling SDS the correct line on the black question, Many of their own leaders
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were around in the CP in those days,

It is ersy to contrast the reaction of Bill Epton of PL upon the deach of Martin
Leuther Xing Jr.--"we do not mourn the death of King, he was mcrely an obstacle in our
way"--with that of the black workers in factorles all ncross the country who wildcatted
ond stopped production over the assassinetien of Dr. King., This wes not "bourgeois
consciousness'] it was that black workers damn well know that the assassination of
King was an attack on zil bleck people. But unfortunately this failure to listen teo
what the black masses are saying is not limited to those like PL who will condemn &1l
who do not follow thier party line,

It is also true of the resolution passed at thedustin Mationsl Council Meeting om
the Black Panther Party. In this resolutien 5DS proceeds to identify "the vanguard
force" of the Black Liberation Movement as the Black Panther Party, which has "an
essentialiy correct program for the black community." [s thits not merely the other

..51de of the cojn of what PL does? %ho gave SD$ the right to decide for black people
who the vanguard force is, what the correct program for black liberation is, not to
mention the correct military streteny and the right to determine what is revolutionary
nationalism? ° - ' ’

What about the black worker and his caucuses in the union that fight both manage-
ment. &nd the labor bureaueracy? Aren't they part of the "vanguard” or is only "a
party”, not seif-activity of masses in groups like these to be considered ﬂvanguard?"

‘Today, the revolutionary aspirztions of black people are creating many new forms,
many different types of organizations--Black Panthers, black caucuses in the shops,
welfare rights movement, black GIs, black students on campus, the revolt in the cities.
A1l show that it ia the self-activity of the masses, the wass movement from below, that
iz the real varguard. ' : .

With the Ann Arbor and Mustin recolutions on racism, aren't we just falling into
the same old way.of "fitting" the color question into a preconceived model for revo-
lution? TIsn't it time we broke with mere sloganizing and begsn serisusly working out
4 philosophy for human freedom for our dey as Marx did for his epoch.and Lenin did
for his? If so them we must begin by moving away From the old radicals toward the new
clements struggling for freedom., We must begin by listening to the forces for revo-
lution. We must see these forces not just as muscles to.be used, but minds which have
the thoughts and creativity to build something new.

We live in a white racist society. But there must of necessity be & relationship
of white and black to once and for all rid ourselves of this monster. - Tn the 1960's
there wes 2 relationship between the black population, especially black youth in the
Civil Rights movement and white youth. Today a new relationship is needed. One
tnvolving race, class and the unifying cement of revolutionary Marxism. But we cannot
aid in bringing about this relationship if either we do not recognize the uniqueness
of the black struggle in America which we have tried to point cut in this paper, or
Af we try and dictate to the black men and women who shall be thelr leaders and what
shell be their program. The black masses have been crenting thelr own movement for
Ereedom, They have rejected black lesders who sought to speak for the masses without
listening to the masses; they will certainly do the same towhites.

Ravolutionary Marxism, Marxist Humanism, begins precisely with this listening
to the new revolutionary elements now emerging in this country and the world over. This
is how Marx created a philosophy of freedom for his day. This is the task for our day
if we are to get 2 coalescence of forces, It is for this reason that we do not hers
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offet ” programetic suggestions. We have to know where and how to look for answers bafere
wa can hope Lo find them, . The /nn Arbor and Austin resolutions on racism show a
breakdown in the method wherebv concrete answers for todsy cen be found. We {eel
that SD5 must begin by listening to the new voices of revolt and getting its own
theory together. 1Uf we begin working out the theoretic preparation for revolutionm,
the progrems will fall iato place, Activity in no case waits on "programs.®

1f we are serious abeut the necessity of white labor, revolutionary youth and the
biack liberation struggle coming tcsether as & revolutionery movement, and are deter-
mined to elicit the ideas of people fighting for freedom, then we will be on the road
to a real transformation of society. . '

Bob Cohen Columbia U. SDS Marxist-Humanist

Ann Dixon U, of Chicago 5DS Merxist-Humanist

Chris Ettling Cass Tech High 5DS Detroit Marxist-Humenist
Bonnie Flug Wayne 5t, SDS Merxist-Humanist

Mike Flug Wayne St, EDS Marxist-Humenist

Ray Ford Wayne St. SDS Marxist-Humanist

Bob French Columbia . SDS Marxist-Humanistc

Edward Gardiner Weyne St. SDS .

Arlene Gogol Wayme St. SDS Marxist-Humanist

Eugene Gogol Wayne St. SDS Marxist-Humanist

Dick Greeman Columbia U. SDS Marxist-Humanist

Mark Greer Wayne St. SDS - ~

Steve Handschu Columbie U. SD5 Marxist-Humanist:

Judy Miller Columbia U, SDS Merxist-Humanist

William Pappag Wayne 5t. SDS Marxist-Humanist

Kathy Smith Wayne St. SDS Marxist-Humanist

Will Stein Columbia U. SDS Marxist-Humanist

Bernard Wendeli High School SDS Los Angeles Marxist-Humanist
Gayy Wilson Wayne St. SDS MNarxist-Humanist '
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