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The wide-spread purges now taking place in
Russia have the world bewildered. Are the Rus-
sian ruiers punishing “thieves and mjsappropri-
ators of nationslized property,” or are they pon-

- ishing warkerg whe are rebelling againat. the in-
humen speed-up systerm known, ironieally enough
"as “gociglist emulaton®? -

Is the Stalinist bureancracy rcmoving puopla
who have succumbed Lo hourgesiy nationaliam,'”
-or is.the severity. of thé purges in the Ukraine

due to the faét that this parl of Russla, whichis.

“the. grenu:st single source of coal, iron, ateel and

grain, iz not anywhere néering the’ producttorl
standard of 12407 .

Are "writers being renoved for their oeccept.

- angce of “bourgeios ideology,” or is this ohly a

method .this exploitive  ruling class uses in

wmning workers that it will not stand for con-

iy tinuous’ Tow productivity “merely” becnuse the

. ‘'workers hove no houses in which to live or foul

: sumcicnt for an intensive day's work? .
4 'Is the remove] of certain military generals a
wuy ‘of showing the military caste its subordinu-
' tien to the powerful Folitburo, or is this also'n
. manner of throwing a aop to the veterans who ure

-complaining of not receiving their meagre finan. *

clal nllotments while the military. budget is ex-
.panded to compromise a full 40 per cent of the
- entire notivna] budget?
-It is fmposaible:to answer any of these ques-
-. "tions by looking-at'the officinl version of the pur-
. ges, Une must go behind the gaudy fagede and
¢bserve the role of labor In Russian society. This
_ Jd8 the key ot merely to an explanation of the
< purges, but of the very nature of the Russian
atale.

Stalin, withéut battlng an eyelarn, answered
- affirmatively the gueation put to hina hy Alexan-

" der Werth of The Sundny Times of Lundon: “is

‘Communism In one country’ possible?” This

“makeg sense oniy if, Instend of consldering com-

nmunism o slassless, stateless, free soclety, you

‘conslder, as does Stalin, that "socinalist emulation

Is the contmnnist method of the construction of

. sscialiom on the ban!u of the maxlmum aetivity af
mmlnns uf maaava‘

What. in resllty, {3 this *“socialist amulation™?

The first slogan thut Stalin issued when Nazi
Germany attacked Russia in June 1041 was:
“There iz no distinction between the front and
the rear.” This meant that just as the soldiors
at the front could not quit because the c!ock
chimed 5, so the workers in the faclories could’
niut guit then. The working dny was extended to,

12 hours, and. i “new” mode of tabor introduced. -
. Stekhanovism, - which in the Russian version uf-"

at, na the‘olﬁciat.g&emment.mwspaorr, .

o, puta it in" its Juna'10, 1946, edutorial.
JE it ol b ﬁgta wnrker who docs.
fnot. achieve tha: ot iz’
z\:iﬁzam »:uocﬁllu

the plece work gystem, was Teplaced by “ancialist - ‘ing’
emulation.” Uside:. the system of Stakhanovism-. To:

the indivigual worker had some choice left as to. -

whether he wished to become a pace-setter, Under  fir
“gocialist emulation lie has none, -for “soclatist ' agtiafa
emulation’ depends not on the. competition be: . o
tween individual workm 8, but batween factarxcs. '

: DN "SOC!AMBT EMDLATION" .
‘means that Faetory

“Soclalist emulntinn"

Stalin challengas Factory Molotov to “fulfill and

overfulfll” its guarterly plan by ten per cent and

‘ to accomplish thei a month in advance of ached.

ule to"hoot. Factory Molotov must:tuke up -the ..
chellenge, That menns that all workers in both :

factories, whether they wish to or not, must do all
possible within the time limit set to fulfill the geal.

“ Bolghevik, the officigl theoreticnl and politieal > ™ Py
Journsl of thu Centrai Comniittee of tne Ruasian °

Communist Party, in its lsive of April 1946

ANuv, 7-8), devotes its cditorial to the need of --

“Snclalist emulution for' the successful carrying

out of the new Five-Year Plan” The whole edi- -

torial centers about Stalin'a lnterpretntm-i of .this

‘demoniac speed-up system:’

“Socialist ‘emulntion suyn: some tworkers work
badly, others well, atill othera” better,~CATCH -
UP WITH THE BEST AND ACHIEVE A GEN- i

ERAL RISKE., This, precisely, explaing the un-
precedanted production enthuaioam which hes em-
braced milliona of toiling wasser as o result ‘of -
sogialist cowmpetition, Thers i3 no weeessity to

state that competition has never called forth any-

thing resembling this enthuainem of the manses,”

The tyrannical gevernment has accepted an.a
matter of couree the unexampled herolam of the

Rumun ‘M.M'nl':t‘ dnrlng the wnr.. hiu -.mtold s~

wizth & su,ﬁﬁ'.'aﬁ hbor*
afcat tha Frous “Eiﬂq-l’ﬂdi‘ I;h"' thay m_ull. grnnt

,g!amum

;. 'The question :..Will the Stalinist huroau-
reraey . modify: 1t

.-oneeption of “rmemilt emula-
-tiom,"- or. dm lg’i i

nk'-it
“masses ' fuiet] bys

i
diverting their
: thejr’ dinatinhctlig?_. with:

.y
devastation wrotg

by the Fourth:Five:
In our next artidle.

s

E

: efghit. hors: |
vaillng:aeven hours. béroke,
I the: aynt.umtot‘."soelahat

thewprevn!ent' mode: of |

an': lreep- “thir, Ruufnn,‘ :
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L‘AB'OR- 'AC,TION

'NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN STAI

)
By F. FOREST
1. THE FOURTH FIVE-YEAR PLAN

Russin has a most crying need for a laber
force large enough and preductive encugh to cope
wnh the devastation wrought by thé war and the
norms of the #ourth Five-Yenr Plan, which is,
first and foremost, & plan for machine construe-
: tlon The prom]seq given to the workers regard-
ihg .o rige in their qtandnrd of living is mude
at!‘mﬂy dependent upou "a consizfenl tind sysie
matic reduction of the cost of all goeds and on
wide-genle construction of all kinds of scientific
research fnstitutes to enable seivnee to deveiep its
.{orces.”- (Stalin) In other words, the Russian

worker is told thut if he wishes a raise in wages, -

hu had better display z high lubor. productivity

" gince, basleally, & “reduction of the cost of all
goods” is Jdependent upen it. Until science will
‘have developed a form of synthetie femding, the
Russian worker must continue te earn his food
through the eonveyor-belt system.-

Tue yquestion of the lebor foree must be viewed
£rninst o backgroumd of the loss of seven million
men in & war which left 26 million persons home-
lesy, These, Molotoy tells ug, live in “dug-outs 2r
worse, Being ill-housed and ill-fed, the Rusmun
waorker is now told that he must alse remain ili-
elethed, Even, theoretically, for example, only 240
iuil!ion pairs of choes are vlanned for the year

0B0, the lust year of the Fourth Five.Year' Plun,
Tlns means hardly more than one pair of shoes,
every two yenrs, per person, ‘This is not the ex-
eeption but the rule for nll of light industry. In

the production of entton and woolen fabrics, more.

over, the Fourth Five-Yeor Plun gets the follow-
ing figures: 4.6 billion square yards and 160
million’ squure yurds respectively, Here is liow
this ¢ompnres with previous plans:

1932 1947
. Cotton W A7 5,1 4.9
* Wool i 270 220 177

I other twords, the plan for 1950 for Lipht in-
duatry is lese than for the First Five-Year Flan,
o and this at a time tchen Russiu has in the mean-
© time incorporated 25 million acdditional people inte

her cipire!
The only cxcnpliun to the seclor of means of
consumption goods s, even ns - in Crurist times,
- the produetion of vadkan, which is planned annue
ally at 11-12 pinta per person. (Sinee the “por
person' includes children in the cradle, the Rus-

1942

siun nuuu.:, i dealily, i5 dssulied m o freater
number of pints.)

When the Ruasiun worker asks why must he
continug to be so ill-clothed in the “land of social-
ism,” he is told that before he cun have textiles,
he niust have textile machines, and the plan for
the machine constiuction calls for a 200 per cent
rise above 1940. Ouiside of machine construction,

“no such high target figures exist Tor heavy indus.

try, but, in contrast to the light industry, they
are uxeeedingly high, i cuch vise 1epreseding
a percentage of 18340, though helow the plun for
1942, set up before wur broke out. ~ - :
n millions of tons

194¢ 12 1950
.16 22 105

P 28 25,1
243 250

486 354 |

Elestric pewer . 75 - B2 (bln.kw Lhr.) .

The average lmmmi rato of increase plmmml

Tron
Stecl
Cnal

for heavy industry i fourteen par eent, conlrasted
o only seven per epnt fur light induatry, More-

over, the feit mnotif of Stalin'a Fehmnry ath ~
speech, in which he first announced the Fourth .
Five-Year Plan, wus that this situation would,

arepg in.
could riot} moved in- time. In-Inct, deapite ali
hallyhos,” growth ol new. indnstrinl areas in
thaKuzretikaBasin, the Utals: and. the Amur
Valley, i ;ﬁufan& dolnot, in Any ﬂppm:!r.ble

cxtl.nt

ports
k

continue for many ‘years, sifice the goal was to 7

catch up with the United States, “Perhups three

new Five-Yenr Plans will be required to nchicve '.

this, if not more.” .

The much-nppressed Russian worker, wenry,
hungry and destitute shows little interest for the- 3
high plans for the continued further praduction °
of means of production und ever lessor produc-

“tion of means of consumption. Drew Middleton, of .

The New-York Times, who has just visited the™*
crucial Don Basin region tells that the oconomié
conditions and productivity of lnbor there Is com-
parable to that of the devastated Ruhr, That, in

that reglon and the low productivity. of labor than

all the exhortations of I’mvrfu. Tr mf and Komno- * to haw
-miolskaya Pravda.

2. THE RUIN CATJBED BY THE WAR

ane sentence, tells up mere of the devaatation uif. Et hureats

&8, "
raﬁ;:n}t:tm' of ninchin

inereaf.e,. (200 :1

. conshycgan .

cumscri 83 J
inter-impﬁl H
efit of “prald iHonm
ut“but to h-y thoa
to sccompihb
“thi o It)ll Holls down again
%ft'm a, ugsia) wurl.er

The invaslon of the Ukraine in 1941 ﬁnd the

devastalion of its Don Bugdn region depnved Rus-
sin of 64 per cent of ita conl production, 60 per

cent of s production of pig iran, 48 per-cent of.
steel, 36 per cent of munganead, 60 per cent of: of 1.11

whuut and T4 per cent of, sugpar hoeet, Taduateinl ™
nuchinery, livestock ‘and grain were systematic-
i :

woy wijdb} (1]
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meana that 12,644,006 st K Nty LWED TIOW. Raue peo e

. ~ : At ) [
. ‘ . . . D . ‘ . t
first, suffered a-drastie set-buck when the ration The only aoﬁig"ﬂhﬁf b?_ight spot on the sprical- |
. i . of the Germas worker was reduced 1o bolow stur-  turnl front is thit the grain arca sown in 1845

RECONVEKSION TO PEACE ECONOMY vation level. This resulted, naturally vnough, in  Wns 75 per eonl ¢ preswar. level. in generul ihia
The first step in the conversivag of production ahsentseimm, which ‘ran at about 30 per cent of . Fourth Fi\;qfl'ggli‘g Plan -(.ppcciﬁes a 27 per cent
from war to pence accurred simply—on paper. It the whole lubor foree. Productivity sunk so low incrense in L agrigeltuisl -priduetion, over 1040, .

i

was o mere change in the nume of the comrais- that produvction was below even the misérable © This, howgye‘r,'di-,pgnda_._qi;:_the'smte of mechaniza- |
sariats, Thus the Commisearint for Tunk Build- minhnum needs_ decreed by Potsdam. Henee to  tion. When‘.ihe' _ﬁ_htlorder" for the- restoration of | |

ing was changed Lo the Commissariat Jor Trans- £tate, or to allow it to be stated, thak productivity  the lihgrabcd_'ls_i%g “wap,diromuigated in August

port Machine Building, that of the Ammunition in the Don Basin was hardly rhove that of the 1043, it was statéd thut those arens would hove

changedl to the Agriculiurel Machines. The only Rubr, means that indeed a mirncle wouldl have to  only B to 10.perieent’ of: the pre-war aumber of
really slgn nt changs in this shufle of litles occur before production in 1950 coulil reach 150 -tractors, Since.tng ve- 3 ear Plan wis initinted

wat the abolition of the Building Department of  Ber cent of pre-war Jovel, ox st by the Dlan. ‘vegarts havelay gﬁn ‘elowingly of. the _restoration
the GPU {the Commissdriat for Home Affairs, or Although those who had dared say that pre- of - the' Maching#Tre Yor' Statiofid.” What” they ™ =
NHEVD). We will have to wait to see what that war production levels would mot be veached in  iniled o add,yuntll; thetpurges: began and: that” J

3 % N

ynenns in the atotus of the aviy of fovced labor 184G were called “peddlers in Trotskyist ‘Buk-

employed by the GPU. But what was seen jmine- ‘harinist bourgeois skepticism,” it is now admitted
diately waa thut the prablem of reconversion tould that: production is hurdly 50 per eent of pre-war
niot be solved by a mere strike of the pen. ‘production. Moreaver, the Russian managers of - Al etive
" Ag haa happened so often throughout the life irdustry state that the ability to reach pre-war - UXTAN ne'in “hd 90.000-drAktornl: 0. L g
of the various Five-Year Plans, no sooner was cveln of production “within two years” clearly . 8¢ 0 2L 152 hoiBolshuyik compluined
plan mapped out, than an wiplanned-for phe- depends on having & sufficiently lnrp:'c labur foree. Faeonbribe! ittle’ to eol- -,
nomenon oceurred. With the end of the war there To tunt end they offer higher saleries to attract i

uwns a mass exodus of labor from the Uraly to agricultural workers from the kolkhnzes: to the

the Hiborated areas. Since the building up of the mines Howover, the crisia in ajricidtars iz cven -
d (Jrale s important both for the national ecopomy  more acute than in industry, and honee no relenso
and for purposes of military stratery, it was nee- of its tabor force,is at present possible.

essary to cope with this rush of labor to gat back Tf.":}. AGRICULTURAL FRONT. - o
‘o : rman fadcs

a 1o its ']_old bhnmns. A Comnmitiee for Ass_essment! :
snd Distribution of Lahor, under the Council’ of "Significantly enoupl, contrary 1o the methad e v Prhaiirin .

Gonimissnts, was cstublished for this purpose. AL . emgloyed by the Fourth Five-Year Plan both as fotant: the ‘idecloy. of Jubvaied

the same time, although the word anmlynnrint to indystry and ngriculture in-genern), the per- i Sitticians t'hi:"i)ltiin":

«  had nothing but the name in common with the contages of ificrenses set for livestoul raising are ? k aclves (xti'!iz:c' A4 the kole

original establishment of peoples councily, it rang  yot increuses over 1940, bt o vt 1045.-For— : “No.'—'t':cl‘lu."c{iv'e"brnﬁérly.."

y Euy; anong the loeal

- " )
a&;_ ;anlea:}:mtth'h in (t]hn enrs of the fRu_ssiaﬁ elx_'- o T Rlagsian sronoiny the reas -
pioiters, that they decldnd to trunsform all the  yon is not hard to.guéss, When the Nnzis com- : Y%\ F T e p "
Coximissarints into Ministries. The title, Minis-  pleted the most destructive fuvasion in modern .!:fa:;“%rgé-gg'ﬂ% .n!'r';s o :::' nﬁ;[,c i‘gg{:ﬁ‘; 'p' &
try, may have had u more comforting sound just  Listory, there romuined in the Theratéd arcns: ltl' canante. THE > ith g 'gﬁgj'mblg,‘-' Tiicrs is
* becausd [t'so closcly paralleled the ordinary cupi-  only U5 per ent of the pre-wor number of horses, ‘“_1;1;..’——_0'{_-- = "Wm'&'l' :l?ﬁ Sie of colei
tallst ‘government inatilution, but this, too, did and 6.2 per cent of eattle. In round figures for the | $ °% e 00 e ity
nothing to solve the recanversion problem. itole countey, this meant thut in 1945 tho 1pdof fective faramig ! . the "calleative;
. Recent Prandas are full of complaints of tha exiatence of 17.5 millien horees uand €56 million k ¢ that a .dilwfch'
poor work done .ihese. first six months of the heuds of cattle liad dropped catastrophically to ' Stali L af ogri "u!flf;i:q1§.qi;:q_'qqu-iq¢
) purgo is ao decp-guing. |
i ybirt “tha

Fourth Five-Year Plon in the conl industry, that 10.5 and 47.0 millions, respectively. Thus, to spen
extremely sensitive baroeter for the whole econ-  of nn increase by 1856, of 4G per cent in horses)] -
omy sinee conl conditlons all the rost. Lost week and 39 per cent in cottle over the 1945 ficure is
we pointad out that ike one statement, that pro- spenk of on actaal docrears of the pre-war figure R
difctivity in the Don Basin vegion is approxi- in tho cuse of horscs, and burely renching that - : 318 » Vereoimg;-ihe, erisla”
mately thut of the Rubr, was more significant level In the ease of. rowr. Thus far only three- "she . :ﬁon'omy'lhrough fuperd-
than nil the panegyries about the success of “so-  million heurds of catlle have been sent to the lib- - alist’ expdrision, ) ¥l & o purges proof of the:;
clnlist emulation.” Nowhere in war-torn Furope crated areas. Compare this with the fact that bo-  failurc of, exphne 1o over
Sas the ruin greater thun in the Rubr, and the fore the wur theso urens %ud 26 million heods of . -crisis? Next weskiweZwill consider
450 post-war production which rhowed progress at  cottlel - ’ questa, T

:
g "6’vercomn.:lh_’q'.inturpu_l.2’i

Ruasiu's con-
o I
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NEW DEVELBPMENTS IN STALIN'S RUSSIA V)

By F. FOREST

The ol route bae nlways heen one of the stand-
ard routes followed by ull imperinlisins, It was
therefore no surprise to anyene not blinded by
the m:sconceptmn thnt Rusyia whas u "\workwa
state’ 1o see Hussio grap the o fcids of Rusania,
Austrin, and then demand squal rights with the
Anglo-Anmcrican imperisiists to e\plnlt the Mid-
dic Eastern oil fields, the richest: in the whole
world. What was not clear at the time, however,
was how directly connected was this move with
the stute of oil production in Russin itsclf. The
Russiuns had not revealed the exact state of dam-
apge to the Baku fields. The world lesrned for the
first time on March 16th, Srom Voznessensky's
address to the Supreme Sovict on the Fourth Five
Year Plan, that production of oil in the Buku
region was bat one-hal? of what it wos'in pre-war
times. The Plan revenled, furthermore, that il
produation in Russin, even should the plan be 100
por cent Tulfilled, will be two-thirds of that oriygi-
nally set for the cnd of the Third Five-Yeur Plan,
"854 wilion tons in 1950 as against 48,6 milifon
{ons sct for 1942,

Ts there a diveet connection between lht' looting
by the Russivn army of (.\.Lrytiung from machin-
ery to grain, from livestock to textiles, from the
dismantling of fuctories to the herding off of pris-

" oners of war inlo forced labor enmps, and the

* erisis of the Russian cconomy in general? And is
this cenneeted with the oil roule und the state of
oil production? We shnll sec.

RUSSIAN IMI‘ERIALISM -,

The march of the Russinn army from Poland,
. Germany and Austrin on the one hnnd, to Man-
churin, Japan and Koren'on the othm. pught to
have convinced any one with ayes to see that the
Unfon of so-enlled Soviet Socialist Republics ia
composad neither of republics nor of soviets; they
are neither socizlist nor ure hkept in u u:]]lm,
union. Thelr. very existence nx nhations can be
done oway with-by & uknse, ns was the caze with
no less.than five republics. Although the world
did not learn of it till 194G, the followiny fivas re-
publics were deprived of their nutenomy in 19453
the German Volgn Autonomous Sovict Socialist
Republie, the Kalmyk AS.S.R., the Korachayev

l:lc of the Ruszinn expluiters agninst the Husgian
exploited.

DIRECT CONQUESTS

Since the outbreak of war in 1030 Itwsic has
canquered over ’75 U00 squure miles of territory
tifiabited by nearly 25 miltion people; thus:
' Sqnare Papu-
Milea lation
24,058 3,020,000
20,066 1,960,000
18,363 1,120,000
68,200 10,150,900
19,360 3,745,000
‘13,124 2,200,000
4982 £00.000
13,600 400,000
16,173
4,087
64,000
14,075
3,940

Lithuania

Latvin

Estoniz ...

Eustern Polnlld
Jessarabia & Bukovina
Moldavin .oevrieiinr i
¢ ar[mfhn—TTkrmnn

East Pruenia ...
Kaurelo-Finland ..
Petsome, Finland .
Tusnu Tuva, Central Asiu
SocthernsSakhalin
Kurile Islands ..

. 000
65,000
415,000
4,500

Tatal

Soviet Soclalist Republics,"” not orly have the
‘eeoncmics of these territories become statified, but
the societies as a whole have overnight besome
“classless societies,” each having a
telligentsia” on the one hand, nnd workers and
pensants un the other!

_"SPHERE OF INFLUENCE"

| There is, sccondly, the Russinn “sphere of in-
fluenee” (rvead: apheve of oppn.ssiun). This in-
elides all of Centrnl Europe: Poland, Czecho-
s!nvnkia. Austris, Hungary, Rumaniu, Bulgaria
and Yugoslavin, and of course, Germany, Here it
functions “Ilt.xibly," gither éxerciging direct ¢one
trol as an cceupying power like in C‘Trmun}- indi-
h.ctly statifying thu. economy as in Czechoslo-
vnl\m, or functioning Jumtlu 1with the old capitul-
wt-lumilord King rule ns in Rumania. It pays to
stop for o moment on the Russian-Rumanisn
Trade Agreement, which is typical of Russials
agreements with Central Europe, and which close-
v resembles the “trnda agreements” the Nuzis
elaborated precigell for this sume reglon.

The agreement with Rumanii movides for

Autonomous Reglon, the Chechen-Ingush AS.S.R.
and tho Crimesn A.S.8.R, . joint trading companios whose Lonrds consist of

" TRussian imperlnl:qm explcssc* |tsel1‘ in three
different ways., These are (1) direet conquest,
(2) tende agreements, and {3} reparations. In
" pppronehing the spread of Russinn fmperialism,
we need Lo see, on Lhe one hiand, what connection
there is between Huasian lmpurlnhsm nad the in-
ternal difficulties Russia is oxperiencing. On the

- ather hand, woe have to seo whether the conquests

of Russin “componsated” cither for the ravages

of war she exparienced, or attenuuted the strug-

G per cent Rumanians and 50 per cent Russinns.
These have joint banking instituilons. in, which
eapital s likewise 549-50, Take the. “Sov-Rom! ol
copcern thus set up for the “axploration, exploiia-

tion, proceasing and commoereiulization of petro-- ' L
“worldy peoplmm

lewmn. and potroterm  products,” The Rumanian
government contributes a half share in the crude
petroleum as well, a8, exclusive Loring rights on
_Rumanian territory, nnd Russin tontributes the

necegsary ofl field equipment. Thiq equipmant, in -

470,000 ,

‘.l.m'as, At nl_g!s thn

_ 973,947 , 24,365,600, B
Since these have now becomne pmrt of the Russian -
Bmpire which the rulers dure enll “Union of”

“glogsless in-

_foreed- laborihEs’ defl rely-entd
_attitude. of-¥
.lctudans

- cxlstcnca of

. ahtlsﬁedzwlth
" ns the prices

dsma :
. who doTnot zejyu toia fruth sho

the mnm. Lurncd out m he booly jt teol: from ll:e
Germang, Whnre, however, Hussin doen not have
the cupltal oguipment, it promised to give Ru-
manln the wherewithal (guld) to hay it claewhere,
All purclm.sex af capitul cquipment must g0
through Ruséfan hand:.

;;Pa::n':':ck.'s ." XD % Tizane

lrd!v the .Ad-fashioned method of
ropnrnt:ona,’nnd. ngaln, it followsz tha old mpe-
rialist_method: of- helping the f“mother” eountry,
regardleas’ of‘wlmt injury that, canses to its own
cconomy.. Thus, for example, ‘Finland has to pay
Russia $30 .QOD,OOO in the Tornis of Limber, payer,
metals. But.whereas forinerly timber eonstituted
84 por, ce _d metn! unly Jour pcr eent of Fin-

land's’ pre-wampuxu, ‘the:reparulion aireime ul
spm.iﬂes t11utmno.ooo.wc 0 rtlpnrnl.icms shnll be

l.h Iorm nf roprra-,
axdmugn: at manufuciured
s raw. materisla of ‘other
VR, slhw‘muahan ‘commeoditics

Cquility it can ae:ually only trude
: fur exump]e,

nruclaa
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DEVELOPMENTS IN

By F. FOREST

The purge on the jdeological Front hus becowe
wide-spread. It is greatty complicated by Lhe com-
pasition of the so-slled Communist Party o

"Russin. Thia party has joilg sinz? capundt Lo hnve
anything in comnion with the ideas of Lenin-
Trotsky which had overthrawn Crzarism and es-
tablished the flest workers state in history. This
purty has long since ceased to be proletarian in
itg composition; it has hecowne the porly of the

- now ruling class thut hid under the title of the

solusaless intelligentsin”  The party ,furtl-.er de-
teriorated during the war for its tremendous

yriowth bisught in an entirely new elament that
~ . answeredl the chauvinist eoll of the “Great Patri-

“otie War! Qver three aud @ half million people
< —or fully two-thirds of the purty mentbership—
joined the party since the outbreuk of war, Fhese

. knoiv nothing at all of e past of ihe party.

- Many. special columns in the press are beivg
devoted to their tralning, new textbuoks nre be-
g, published and no Jesa than 10 million copies
of " Stolin's falsification of history kmown uz “A
.Short History of the RCP" (Russisn Communist

. :.Party) have been issued for their “oplightment.”

But is..all this effert expended heenuae of o
‘change of line from the svortime gloriflestion of
Czarist generals like Suvarov to a Yreturn” to
Leninism? Not at alll The "emdres" are

fesgers. are Leing specifiveliy: Instrucled not to
folliy- the old rule of teuching the great leszons
of -Octoher: 1917. Teo wmuch time, complaine ‘the
Pravagandist of April 1946, is being spent on. the
pre-October period; too littie on the pnst-Octobet'.
The prentest:stress should Le-paid to the Gioat
Patrlotls. Wi
Hifstory D R

T

Rhie.chunge in the teaching of history hnd been
preceded thves yenrs ago by a mueh more radieal
_change .in the politicul economy taught. In Au-
. gust,- 1943, the chivl theoreticnl journal of the

country, Unuder the Bunner of Marzizm, published

an editorial which asserted that the law of value

S5 tunetioned n Rusafp. {1t has been puplished in

English: a8 “Political Eccnomy in the Soviet
lUnion.") it is of no voncern to us hére how the
. '‘Stolinat writers got out of the contvadiction of
asserting thut the law of value, which means the
“:gxistonce of an exploltive claze, aperated in
-Ruaaip, aml:maintaining.at the sume time that

STALIN'S RU

enl heing
taught to be reverent to “The Lender.” The pro- .

‘iir; That fa where, full-blooded Stailn- -

3 e
sre sl g, LN e s

alwo usserted that it did not operste in the old
workers' state; that it was a eapilulist culegory,
vl these writels aere not only not “liguidated";
they were not even removesd from thélr posts,

il

© poRGE OF WRITERS

How does it happen then that ut this iime
writers of much lesser note, and on a change of
line not so startling, are being accused of “bour-
gevis nationntizn” and removed from their poats.
In fact, so for aa the ideological fromt is con-
cerned the 'pwrge has talen o grenter toll . of
writers than even the more monslruus uinl gory
‘Prinls of 1937. If it is not in the main due to a
chupge of line, what then eauses  the present
purgze of wriwers, urtists, musicians? The andwer
in to bo foftud net in the state of mind or. propu-
gundn, but in the atate of production, It is clear
thut the purgzes are the consequences of trying. to
exceute the Fourth Five Year Plan, The other
chunges of line oecurred cither during the war

- whon all energies were bent on defeating the Nnzi

invaders, or when the Fourth Five Yenr Plun was
fivst wanauncad, but had not been tested agninst
sixlmpmhs of the plan'y operation, ay it is pres-
ently. | .

TIE GENERAL PURGES L ‘

The purges began on July 26 when 2 certain
taclory direetor by the name of Kamchatkov was
accuntd of having reported overfulBllment of
quotns, 162.4 per cunt, when in reclity. his factory
hud only come up to 98.3 per ceni of quata, The
purge in foct appeared like a Joke; for such mild
offense, even when spread on the front page. of
the paper, no great punishment could be given.
Even the revelation of embezzling of 40,000 rubles
frum the Ministry of- State Control could not
have brought more then a jail sentence und o fine.
‘Nothing to compare with’ the wiolésale crections
of tho 1937 Trisls wirlch had wiped out the whole,
0ld Guard of the Bolsheviks who led the over-
throw of Czarism. The present purge was indeed
a Msoft" one, ' TN
" Tt-did not, however, accomplish its purpose of
diveriing the dissutisfnction of -the worker with
the state rulers to a fow embezzlers, Even the sop
thrown him in the Jorm of un annesly for -all
wartime Inbor offenses did not_gulet_the worker,

oW Lhat behid the glittering front of
sgaclnllst state” “nationalized property,” “collee-
tlve faring,” “planned production' atnod, on ‘the
one side, the fatted state ufficinls, Industrial man-
azars, politicos,’ generals, s on tiie. other sido

-soclulism: had. been.. YirrevoceBly  ostablished.”  {stood:he, ill-fed, fifsclnd,” ilh-housed, Whare WisiThl
“What docs, conicern: o here; I8’ that'Leontiev, the . tho équality of ratloning -when, alongaide-it, Tun-
author-of {his nrticle; hud for years béen writing - ning in fack through' the whale fabric’of Runalon ey
 the' exaet’ opponita; to did Optroyityanov, The = life, was blnck marketing? How :did ‘catching .a*
‘Intter helped author & wheld hadk, Outling of Ie- . fow. ombezzlera stop Izrge-scale: profitecring, mil-
- Htioal Ecdnumy, in which h frgued that the luw: lonaire kolkhomniki irivesting’in“tok-froq govern-:
. of volito could ngt function.undar soclnlism which, - ment bonds? Ho continuedyin’ his o¥n-way.: Pro- ,
Uingant the end of exploiintlo of mun by man; He:  duction in tho first slx morntha,of the Fourth Fire:
‘ X s AR T R




Year Plan' was oW, hm oar the 93.8 ver cent’
figure. No, in realib&_lt.wu.baralx 50, per cant of
the plan.- - '

The purges tmra deep]y, but they wera
- not called pr@rg:? Judsc by the Russisn head-
lines, you :would +h ! wvas all & matter of
rglmn. wiyles ¢ ex: “Arainast Indiffer-
ence to Cnm]n.a.n ‘ Warkem * “Greater Atten-
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