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BLACH  MASY REVDLSE

A STATEMENT EY THE NEWS & LETTERY COMMITTEES

*Man, the destruction wes unbelievablej but con-
aldering what it did for us in the shops, in chang-
ing the foreman's attitude, 1t should haopen every
month." ~« Detroit Auto Worker

“By looting, they ain't taking what thely ain't paid
for., We've been paying for that stuff for over a
thousand yesrs, ever since we wes born, " .

e want the right that we ought not to be beat on
the head all the time Just because we're black."

"Whitey ain't about to get up of £ of enything un-

. i1}
'leSs you @ke him. -» Voices of Revolt

I. Law and Order from the Barrel of a Gun

"iholich the slims!" was so clearly and loudly the demend of the
Hegro Revolt in every single part of the country — Borth, South, Easi, West —
that even IBJ couldnlt pretend not to have heaxd it, In words, the President
even claimed that that was part of his "war on poverty', Hadnit he asked for
rat control, and hadn't Congress denied him even that plddling eum? '

e trouble with that fairy tale is this: where, as President, he
mist plead with the people and thus is double-tongued, as Commander-in~Chief,
he need not plead, He orders, and hls orders were clear and wneguivocal:

. 1)Shoot irst; the gquestlons can walt for later, It is true
that by then gome psople will have become corpses, bub "law and order' will
have been restored. ; o I

2) shoot &t anything that moves: if -that tums out %o be only
& cigarette light, and the innocent victims are meh, women, and children,
still Mlaw and order" has been restored. - ' . -

3) Shoot up & wiole building 1f & sniper is suspected anywhere,
It I's true that by then not only will fear have beem throvn into the beleaguer=
ed ghettos, but it will also bave encouraged solf-siyled Wpatriots" to talke
the law into their cwn lewlewse hends, But thus will ferror rule, and "law
and ordex” prevail,

The crackle of a foderel tank, under ordersj the barrel of a
raciots cop's revolver, not imder orders and lacldng & search warrant; the
barrel of s National Guardsmen's machine gun, under orders, but gone wild —
all these combined to "restore law and order'! in Detroit.
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#law and order! meant 43 lay dead; gome 1500 were wounded: 4000 were
jailed with such impossible sums of btail demended (up to 5100,000!) that
constitutional rights were nutlified,

Though no "foreign invaders" had 1anded anywhere in the United Statess
though no insurrection against the state — "conctituted puthority" —— was in
progress; though only one gide was tlolce aymed, the eclty wan, to all intents
and purposes, \mder ocoupation. M"Emergency measures” turned out to be a psendo-
nym for martial low,

. To +try to deny the new otage that the black Tevolt bod reached in
Detroit — to mke the revolt appear purely roclst -— the power structure, from
Demoeratic Vice-President Bumphrey ‘o Republican Governor Rommey, plue the
.1iberal Establishment - have had to quote Stokely Carmicheel, Fe, however,
was in Havene; the detion was in Detroit. IHe was tallsing, not acting, Those
who were the actual participants in the revolt mids their actions stark and
clear: Down with the black clums, Iet's not have o nations, ome fiithy rich
and the othsr mimerably poor. Let's bave one mation with totelly different,
truly huren relationships.

To the extent to which, as sgainst the Negro mssses, the elitist’

. black nationalists did operate in the ghettos, vwhather that was in Cambridge
{ud,} or in Detroit, in Wichita or Elgin (111.), in Newark or Milwaukes, they
were just trying to get credit for that which the masses themselves dig, aid
spontancously. They revolted againgt the class system wearing a white face,

rather than against “whitey" where he wes not part of the exploitative system.

)  The simple fruth 1s that it 48 the Government = natiomal, state,
_oity and farm; the police, the prisons, and the courts — and not the “eup=
side agitators" which breed rmclsm end eveke the wrath of the peoples Out—
glde of this reality, end the unvarying 4nle of police brutallty, the greatest
. breeder of racism is Congress, rushing hsadlong inte mitiple inveptigations,
not of the criminal system vidch produces racism, but of its victimes . . -
Fven before the outbursts jfromthe, black urban ghettos reached thelr

climax in Detroit, the Senate tried.to.zush fhréugh the anti-riot bill,already
approved by the House. It may gtill do so, and write finis to the most ele~
mentary democratic right of travel by maldng 1t ille to oross state lines
(state lines within these allegedly united 50 states n4p fneite to riot",

The people who "ricted," hawever, were not brought in across state lines..

_ The rebellions were not only indigenous 40.the state, the city, but to the
very lirited slum area to which they had been reptricted 811 tholr lives,

Thisg is precigely what they rebelled sgainat, the gettoimltiou.

The Negro hos always been the touchotone of American civiligzation
precisely because he cowld both expose its Achilles hoel — ito raciem -- and
becsuge he was always in the vangusrd of its forward movement. It was o0
in the struggle againet slavery when he fought together with the :whita Aboli-
tlonigta. It was so during the lLirth of imperialism when the Negro stood.
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alone in his opposifion, sensing the racist repercussions of its brilliant
white eonquest of Iatin Amorica, the Fhillippines and foreing open the gates
of trade with the Orient. It wae so, when with white labor, he reshaped the
industrial face of Americz through the creatlion of the CI0. And 1t i5 so now
when the Negro Revolution bas reached the crossroade between nationalism and
rreletarian intemationalisn,

Today the vitelity of the Negro people, full of purpose, has attacked
oily the symptoms of oppression — the white landlord in the slums, the white
merchany, the white ndddleman.

'l'his is not because they do not kmow who Mr, Blg is,.

. Rather it 1s because they do not see white lebor ready to join. tnem
in their determination to wndermine the whole eystem, .They lmiow better than
the elltlet leaders that, without white izbor, the sysien caxmot be tom up
by Lts rootn.

The urgency of the timos demands that white ngni', not as a sometime
thing, not as the exception, solidarize itself wlth bleck labor, In that waj-‘,
and in that way alone can blind revolt become soclal revolu'bicn. '

The black masses have already laid ‘I:he gmundwork for thia, and ahom
themselves in the venguard in these cruclal vays: '

In 1956, with the Montgomery Bus Boycott, their sel.f—organization
ahowed itrel? in-every phase of their actlivities -~ from the dally mass meete
ingg to the organization of their own tranaportation.

By 1960, wheu the sit-dovns at 11mch eounters initinted the Negro
‘Revolution in a way recognized by white youth as well, & new force was bomi -
a whole new generation of revolutioraries, white az well as black.,

. The following year, with the Freedom Rides, we vitneseed a third
Zoree for reyolution, "’n’omnpo'ver, Unlimited." -

Thess thres forces —_— worl.era, youth, women - ooalaseed in the urban
revolts which reached thelr climex in Defroit because here, for the first time
in years, cutside and inside the thop, there was the firat appearance of white
and black solidarity. It is but the faintest of begimninga, but it did appear,

The dialectics of liberation will assure, with no matter what false
relapses and deflection by racism, its forward movement toward emding black
glume and briliiently white imperialism, black poverty and white profiteering,
exploitation of black and white, Only then will +the soccigl revolution unfold
itself and not just against the middleman, bu'b aga:mat the system :I.tself, and .
its moral decaur. .




I. WHO SPELKS FOR THE MASSES 2

: Thora are hundreds of groupse springing up around the country, not
Just SICC and CORE and the Yaloolm X Socioty, end the OAAU and the Black Studant
Unions and groups like thai, There are also ‘defense groups everywhere. You
may not kmow their names, but you walk inte & neighboriood and you know they're
trerc, . 907 o them bave Bpraig up In the last year or iwo, There are the

Soul Brothers in Newark, end the Five Percenters of Bedford-Sinyvesant,

"The people I lnow," continued the young black mildtsnt, "divide
averything into two groups: the rappers ond the producers, The producers are
the people lilte the Five -Porcuntera or the Soul Brotiers, The rappers are
the people lilke TNCC, They get people stlrred vp-and then leave, They dentt
even leave anybody behind to organize, Ihey G017t secm to want a yeud orgari-
zatlon, I guess it would diacipiing tihem too mich, " .

: * ¥ :

. . "Mayba so., But would it help if they were disciplines by -an orgond ze-
tion that lacked.the vieion of self-liberetion of the masses?’ said a black
worlding mother, Arts Comvention, - The -

1se there were many there
who -thought this gomething, BPut I left the meeting feeling,
Where do I fit in? T L S

: : -"Wothing vas presented in a vay in which the common worler of ordine
ary Hegro thore had anything to do'with the- thinking that was going eny or
what vas going to be dome, Theyy the londers, were golng to tell us what we

should do when they get good and ready, . . : 8

- "There wae no’ theory or' philgsorhy, Each speech had some of the
same things, but they were just things," There vere so mny groups going in
difleront directians that, although the meeting was ouprosed to be z unifica-
tiom meeting, we foomd even more foctions come out of it than what they had _
betore, - : ‘ : B - o o

y

"I le?t feeling hmgry, I hain'i been fod with what I wanted 1o be
fed with, I'm sure many others wondered;ns I did, whether this was really the
vay to freedom, * A : '

' "In the ‘end I felt thut vhay'they advocated aud what they were going
to" do would erd up with me in greater bundage than iy the froedom thoy tallt .
: ' * *

: " An clder Iegre woriier exrrecsed it in a ‘dilferent way: '"You won't.
Tind a Fegro in this countryr that doem't have soue natiendligh in him, but
1¥’'1ie being twinted by the goecallsd 'black nationalist leaders,! Negroes
Liave alwaya lnd this'nationalist feeling, but we didntt have anyhody to ex=
pound this feeling béfora, Thatls what drove Peojle in Hap Brovm end Stolely
Carmichasl,
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"fiarcus Garvey did 1%, and drew six million to him, Fe advocated
we would be Zree and have control over our ovm lives when we got back to Africa.
Hobody was thinking about going baclk to Afriecam, They were thinking aboul
their freedom, and about getting togethex, and this was the way out,"
®* 0
The young black mflitant resumed bhls analysi

When you lock at all the big marches, you wonder what ceme out of
them. 411 the people who got beat on the head and put in jail — I've been
in jail 15 times -~ but what hes 1t got? ItPs gotien a lot of hourgeols
Hegroes jobs, A very few public places integrated, Ard even then you'd have
8 hard time proving they'rt. integra'bed, A cuuple of edivil righ s bille that
are like water wider the bridsea

While the people in the so=called civil rights movement saw these
as great miccesses, they were really abetract and middle class successos, not
onea that the poor black man on the streets could sece, It dldntt put any .
_more mopey in his pocket, dldn't stop the gas and eleciric companies frem cut-
'ting off his service, sure didn't put better clothes on the backs uf his kids
to go to school, The kids weren't gefiting m better education when they did
g0 to pchool, And when you look at it from their eves, the movemen'b didntt
do muach,

"The years of frustration finally showed in violence, The fivet
axplosion showed in 1964.4in Harlem right when the movenent was at its height.
It lmocked down all -thé dreams we had of accomplishment, end the following
year Watts went off. Carmichael saw something when he uttered the two words:
Blaclk Powers. It oaught tne

"But it!'s not really a Black Pover movement, it's a movsment toward
pome kind of really fightingwfreedom. It!e been taken over by the middle
class leaderchip, who all have fine ofice jobse But there is an gndermxrrent
of the musyes themaelves who are also movirg. Iook at Detm"t




. A New Stuge of Race Consciousness:

Cluss Awareness

1) A MODEL CITY REVOLLS

Kothing telles better how tetal the oppocition of the Negro commmity
is fo the power structure as a whole, and to all the hangers-on within “the
Negro cormumnlty 1tself, es that the explosien in the "medel city"™ wag the
greatest of any city in the Untted Staten, . ’

The explosion was sudden, The buildewp waa years 4n the malcing,

As againet Newarlk, whers over 50 par cant of tha porulation are
Hegrosa who live in cne of the worst ghettos in the entire country, Detroitfs
over-30° per cent lieg-o population has no single phatto, Hegroas live geattered
ell over the olty and almost 40 per cent of the city's Hegro family heads own
Soelr om homes, Dut in areas lite. 12th Streot, 150,000 were jommod into en
arca that should sccousdate 30,000 to 40,000, according even fo_city Housing.
officiale, \ , - -

- 4s sgeinst Wewnrl, which lins overything from the highest number of
mothers who die.in childbirth, to one of the highest rates of unemployment ww
almost all of it among Negroes —w Detroit had speoial programs for training
the weldillad, medical progrems, Head Start programs, and recreation pro-
grams, Dut in areas 1ike 12th Sireet, there was no less than 11 percent ime
employment, ond even tha adilled could net et a Jab auywhore 10 ths busiding
trades, - - . : -

H

, Michigan is the state where.the existence of a Civil Rights Cormise
slon is "guaranteod" by the state conotitution ~= & fact comstantly boasted
. by liberal -Republican Goveror Romey, And Detrolt was the city whore thig
CRC, ac well as the mpyox's own Human Rolations Committee were all w Fight
up to the day of the duthurst — busily taking the pulse of the black ghettes,
end all agreeing that nothing like Newark could heppen hera, But no oney.
including the labor buxeaucracy, had bothered to be anyvhere nea® whérg the -
people were, . - ‘i o : Lo s

. - ey L. - . R R ,.'-. . ‘-_. -: T
-Detrolt opened-a new otage.qf black revoli, In common with.the . ..
tutbursts occurring throughout the land ew;f1qn Boston to Spanieh Harlem, .from
Tueson to Newark, from Cleveland to Sncromento, and cuma 80 other ¢itles w
the volce of anger, frustration with, and rejection of, thelr conditions of
life wos loud and clear, Unlike the ether rabellionz, Detroit rovolted,
not ageinst “whitey", as such, dbut against class scolety,

Every outburct, from Harlem in 1964 cnd Watts in 1965, through
Omaha, Atlenta, end Dayton in 1966, to Newark and Detroit in 1967, has beon
sparked by a pelice actions And every ningle outburst bas bean met with
evan more brutality. ;
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The summer begar with the wanton shooting end beating of students
at Negro aolleges in Naghville and Texasm,

In Newerl, police Pired indiscriminately inte homes end apertments,
Idlling and wounding msny. Heavily-ammed stete police end National Guardemen,
with fixed bayouettes, overran Negre homses in Plainsville in a “search for
atdlen weapono” and ended their storm-trooper-lite raids only when authorities
fearcd the wrath of the residents would burst again,

Here is how a young Wegro In Newark described what happened there:

What made the people really mad was that the state troopers
caught a man about 20 to 29 (he drinks a lot, you know, a wine
head) walking through this restaurant, These state treopers
drove by at full specd, at 50 -miles per hour, and shot him in
the back of the head and just kept going straight up the strest.-
After that some of these mon gongs, rot boy gangs, ralded Sears
and Roebucks, . i : )

‘The main thing ls that nobody was looting stores at first,
' But when the cops started banging people on the head, they started
.throwing bottles and stuff and somz went and busted out store wine
dows. At first nobody did anything,

It starled «ith the ycunger ¢rowd, ten yesr clds, going to
their favorite stores. Tih:y went in, and then everybody elsas got
the idea to go. But looting was not what astarted the whole thing.

We got bed. springs and as the cop cars came around the atreet
the bedsprings were thrown out in the street and the cop cars
could not ride over them, When they tried to back up, we threw
springs behind them,

" Then, we gtarted throwing recks becéuse we had no ammunition
to shooc back. The cops were shooting people down as fast e8s
they could,

In Detroit, deepite the much~balleyhooed initiel delay in a "use
of force", there were hundreda of beatings veported, prisoners were herded
into compouncs and kept for days without toilet facilities or food, homss
were invaded without search warrants, and eye-witnesses accused police of
iooting and fire-boobing sevemnl Negre stores that had been left wmtouched
bty the Negroes. .

. The cold~blocded rmurder of three umarmed Negro youths by police and
Naticnel Guardsmen under cover of the outburst was finally forced into the
headlines & week later. Aad the ‘out and out murder of still another teen—
agor a few deys after that, No less <han 37 Negzves were killed during that
ono week, Including a four-year-old child who lsy on the floor of an apsrtment
being riddlad with bulleta.
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In this "model city" of race relations, the libersl Democratic mayor
and Wls liberal police chilef, Giradin, had comelstently refused even to listen
10 the years-old plea of the Negro eommmity for a olty clvillan review board.

Vhen the wrath of the Negroes exploded in Detroit it was vented not
only ageinst the police in thelr own nelghborhoods, or even the police In
general., who were the prime targets of the emlipera, In Detroit, Negroes made
a direct attack on police stations.

Many other things wers new in the Detroit revolt,

Unlike other cities, here the rebellion spread from the ghettos into
aimogt every directien. Berore it was over, property demsge was estimted
at no less than balf a billion dollars. ' .

: Unlike other oitles, here the Jepossegsion, s well as the sniping
later, were integratad. As one reporter on the scene put it: "IT was just
like Negroes and whites were shopping together, only they weren't puying for

. anything,” - : .

Unlike Watts, where "whitey" had been pulled from cars and beaten,
in Detroit, Negroes stopped in. the midet of thelr activities to warn white

away from certain areas vhere they might run inte trouble, . :

: Unlike almost all other outbursts, Detroit's was not so much against
"whitey" as such, es against the white landlords, white merchsntis, axd, of
- gourse,. the white police, . . : L )

‘ _ ind while the everywhere present signs of "Soul Brother! saved meny
Negro stores frum the torch, Negro merchants who had also gouged the commumity
were not spaved, In faot, one Negro-owned drug store thet had been pilelreted
ty CORE the weel earlier was among the very first to go.

“While nome could say thers wes an actual caemaraderioe in the factories,
white and black workers got along on the production line better than they had
in years, Here is whaot a Negro suto worker reported about his ghop:

A gkeleton crew of workers appeared st the Chrysler Mack
plant gate for the morning shift the second day of the revolt
in Detroit, No production was running and we could look out of
the windows and see billows of black smoke shooting skywards, and
then suddenly the red flames following the smoke. Every four or
five minutes this weuld be repeated in different areas of the
clty.

We dida'™ know where the foremen were until an hsur latar,
when & Negro foreman came up and said they were in conference
with the plant superipteudent, mmd that some of the white fore=
men were frightened stiff,




-

The two he mentioned were the worst in the plant, and hated
by most of the workers, He said those two had been In there bege-
ging to go home.

The superintendent told them to go out and see what the Negroes
and young workers felt toward them, My foremin walked up and gaid,
"You and I hove always gotten along OK, I krow we have had minor
argunentr, but when it was over I always forgot it, snd 1 feel
sure you did too. Now I know this riot 13 not beczuse all colored
people are badj the young whites are just as bad, just ss guilty
of crimes."

He wanted *c know exactly what cveryone thet worked for him
felt about him, especlally the younger Negroes, While he was
saying thig to me, prectically every foreman haed cne or two Negroes
cornered off asking them the same thing,

‘The foliowlng day those two foremen did nob come 1a, In
fact, they stayed away the entire week,

It has been a week since the revolt's been over, 'Not one’
foreman in our plant has raised his voice at a worker, aund they
seem to be leaning over backwards to some oi the Negro. workers.

One guy said, "Man, the destruction was unbeliaevables but
congidering what it did for us about changing the foremen‘s
attitude, it should happen every month."

. Where what emerges from the actual struggles of the Negro is a
search for a total philosophy to change society from the bottom, the leaders,
pself~-gtyled end otherwiss who presume to spealc “for the Negro" small=change
it into a slogan. Ang 2 toctle impoged from atove.’ :

‘When-a Yegro says "Hell no, ve won't go" whet he is saying is: we
should be fighting the enemies at homs — pooxr jobs, poor homes, "the whole
gystem", not the Vietnamese people, What he is not saying is: as against oy
home here, I choese to live in Chira or ,Cuba, or Russia, or sven Vietnam,

Whers Detroit bas shown & claege avareness wi't;l':.in 't.he race s'bruggle,
the :I.eadera proclaim "black consciousmesns.

Whera whnt marks history for a Camichesl is Castro's revolution
in the late 1950's and Castro's visit to Harlem in the 1960tas, what marks v
higtory for the Hogro worksr iz his wildoatting against Autcmation in the
1950%e and the new stoge of Negro revolt in the 15607s,

In moving the question posed by the struggles with Autometion =—

what kind of labor should man do? « to the question posed by the Hegro Revo-
lution o= what kind of 1ife should men lead? ~— the rebels were, indeed, taking
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in the vhole huren Eqnditi_m. '.L‘hs type o2 questloning vwag 1tpels a philo-
soply, a total view, thereby bringing the very divieion between theory and
practice to the vanishing point, E

. Carmichael notwithetanding, theiy inspiration was not Castro, but
their owr enplrations for o difforent dnd of 1ite, T

2) MIDWAUKTE MARCHES

The inability of the elitict leacers to erplain avay 2 monifestation
o black ond white unity has.led to almost total sllence dbout 1l lvauee on
the port of the blaclh: notionalists, * Yot 4it.1s there =~ where the whites have
been impelled cnce more to join the black masses in“thelr ineredible marches
against bigotry w=- that you cen see thet there are iy, not one, kinds of
whites, just ag there are Iwo, not one, Americas,’ '

"The Milvaukee situation 1o full of the most unbelievable ironies
and contradictions,” admitted ono determined mercher, "First, the isgue it--
.self, or the ootensible issue, open ‘housing, seams about ten years outdated,
I% 19 not a black power kind of irgue, because it La an intesrationist: demand,
in complete contradiction to the black puwer atmte:-,y of maintaining and ime
proving the ghetto to use as a pover base, And yet Yllac: Pover! is the
-mogt popularly shouted slozan at the rallies and demenatrations," .

Hers is what the marches mean, in words excerptod from the diary
of one young white mervchor: Coe T

Monday, Sept. 4 -- When I arrived at St, Boniface church there were
crowds of paople milling about outside, surrounded b¥ pclicé and '
reporters. The basement of the church was jemmed with marchers

who had returned to rofresh themseives, They had been marching for
the better part of that day. U :

Then the march began again, 2 Negro woman asked me to walk
with her, She .grabbed my hiand and hield it tightly for tli next
thirty miles of marching, held it a8 if she never wanted to tirn
it loose agein... Up front there rose 8 ery of "Preedom!" and. ran
the length of our column, passed over ug in a mighty wave, re-
‘sounded in the distance at our backs, came whipping back and
roused the sleepers in‘their beds, They came to thely windows and,
steod on their porches by the thousands',,, It was beautifull And
it was awesome; . T ‘ ' )

He shouted that we wented to 89 south into the white quarter
but the cops thoroughly blocked our path,,, We marched until 2 in
the morning, The woman at my alde, who had worn inadequate shoes,
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had valked most of the way Parefnot, scross the pavements, pebbles,
gravel, pleces of brroken glass, ete, She had been marching since
morning. :

Med., Sept, 6 ~- At this date the Negroes of this city have marched
for ten consecutive days., We are golng to keep on marching until
they gzive us what we want, or until the very walls of this city
topple overl

Sat,, Sept. 9 «- I got to 5t, Boniface at 1 M. WHe had a xally
and started marching at 3 ... This time the cops did not form a
line acress the street as they had done Monday night, We walked
acrnss the bridge, snd wmany pecple vowed LIt must be the longest
bridge in the world. It §s also the Mason-Dixon line of Milwaukee,

We had to keep our lines very tight, We marched all the way
to Koscluszks Park and rested. We aah down 1n the grass, 2 gigsatic
circie of two thousand) then there was 2 ring of Commandos (the
guardians of all our marches) facing outward and watching for -

_trouble. Then ¢ame a ring of policemen, and then there was the
white mob all arsund us. We sang & few -songs and chanted and
clapped our hendas : - :

Someone told me he saw 2 white glrl separate hergelf from a
graup of Jeering, scresming, white kids, her friends and achool=
mates, &nd run over to join the line, That's courage, sister!

Saturday night -~ We started marching again. Our group numbered
arcund 300, We marched through soul=-neighborhoods, ignoring our
sore feet, Thia time it was the cops, Whenever we tried to cross
an intersection to the other side of the street, they would cut
into our line end hold us standing, to wave by thelr vehicles «.s
Suddenly we were running, bodies literally flylng through the air,
the cops swinzing thelr clubs and making contact with a lot of
heads. One cop drove straight into the melee with his kotorcycle
and came to a crunching hzlt because of sheer bodies janmed to-
gether... ’ . ’ -

Sun., Sept, 10 =~ We had & tremendous raliy in the church-yerd.
There were 2t least 800 people from outside ststes alene, who had
come to march with ust from Michigan, I1linois, Ohio, Indians,
Idaho, etc., 8nd more were coming in all the time, I would say
there were 8t least 3500 people in all...

The white crowdes were relatively small, but that did not sicD
them from cat-celling.., Suddenly &1l hell byoke loose, Rocks, bricks,
bottits £lying through the air, splintering glass, windows smashed,
We were jammed together, held at bay by police and commandos, who
were standing in front of broken windows to stop anyone from taking
the merchandise., Then we were moving again, heaving alr into our

3538




w]2e

ciushed rib-cuges, Later we found out. thet behind us ¢rowds had
formed who wanted to come sfuer us into the soul-reighborhoods.
When they grew to be a thousand strong, policze used tear-gas to
disperse them,

Sat., Sept, 16 == At Fimes wa have many whites with usg, as we do
today, Many things are changirg, People realize they are in an
honest-to-goodness revoliilon, Our marches are mellow with black
and whitej with out=of~tirers and Milwaukeans,., Taday we walked
east where the Pucrto RNicous live. it was rumoraed that they would
meet us with shot-guns. Instead, scme of them joined us,

Sat., Sept. 23 «n Dick G-egory got up and agaln gave us some of his
favori.e cracks, Father Sroppi relterated for tie hundredth time
the d:linition of Black Pouer, what it ought to w.an to us, who.

are mivching for freadem. It deesn't mean Llack supaxierity.

It means that we muzi ach:iave a sondition where every min of every
race, religion, crued or color can g whercvaer -ta sleesus, can live
wharevar he pleases, ani can bz a brezduinnar in all the dignity
that cught to be a mattu: of caurse to any Luman Tsing.  So when

we chaut, "Sock it to mc, Black Power!™ this is enactly what we
Mean, .. .

S0 we started marching. No eireling or weaving today. Straight
to the MasoniDixon Line and over inty Foland, Numirgus tzugh guya
standing on the cciners. A few juicy exchanges; we understand each
other already, A mild kind sf march; no attacksj no missiles,..

Sun., Sept, 24 «- Ve all went to a raliy which had to be held in

"the St, Baniface church yard, since thore were too many to get -into
the church, Many cheers, .chants and freedsm songs. Several speeches
from the many dignitaries who attend our little strolls, which

- I can't recall,... After the march walked with the rest back to
St. Boniface. Then I turned right around and marched ail the way
back home, by myself, But along the way samething happened to me,
There were four men on the other side of the street, wha suddenly
swerved and came at sc in a slow sauntering broadside, Thelr eyes
were weary] I sensed they were up to no goods So I turned and
faced them, They tcok & laok at my shirt which had on it in big

- letterss "Mjilwaulee NAACP Youth Council.”™ That iz the only thing
that saved me,.. Anyone who thinks that the hlack zeaple of Mil-
vaukee can be pacified by s few words without meaning is in for
& big surprise, Tiwy are aungry and disgusted. If we do not

achieve our ajms, there witl be blrod-shed.

Oct. 8, Sunday <= Teday 1= ovur 42nd day of marching., The cops
charged us, You should have seen thefr faces. If I can't change

my skin, I can tell you that my heart is bacoming blacker and blacker,
-The commandos locked arms across the street and we stood behind them,
The cops pointed their tear-gas gunsg straight 2t sur faces. It
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tekes something to attack unarmed men, women and children... Talk
about American battie-flelds, Several ten and twelve year old men
were bsaten unconscious., A pregnant women was kivked In hex
umachs What kind of birch shall our children have {f they are
alveady attacked ia the very wemb? We still don't know how many
vent to the hespltal, but at least 14 vent to jail.

We were non-violent todey. The commandos had locked thelr arms,
and when you lock your arms you can't swing at anybody,.. Tomorrow
we will maxch again. If this situstion comes up again, there will
be no more locked arms, ‘




W C’ Noce ~AaGin:
- - B

Whe Speuks for the Black Massss 7

Uothinz &0 tolls the isolation of the black nationelict leaders from
tle egso vorer as thelr insensitiviiy to the fact that management has
alvaye pitted one worker agairst enother along racial and noticnal livies,
Hence their shouting not only for burning dowm the country, but "honltles
and all", It would never have devmed upon a Nezro worker to use such de~-
rogatory and class divisive terms. ' e

Thig dees not meen that the black worlzer is not as comecious of his
race ag of his clees. Nor does i% mean that the black worker has any illuzions
about the lack of prejudics among the ordinaxy white worlers. And it certainly
doesnlt mean that he himself overflows with™love" for his fellow white worker,.
But it does mean there is sufficient class consciousnecs to want fo fight him
in a different way. 1t is_this class avareness thot digtinguichel the Detroit

revolt from all others covering the length and brezdth of the land.

: : In announecing that the former Chelrman of &iCC, Stokely Carmichael,
had gone from Havana to Eanoi, H, Rap Brown declored that August 18, 1965,
the day of the ¥atts Revolt, will be celebrated as the blacks' "Declaration
of Independence" because "blacks stopped mosning ! Ve shall overcome' and
started ewinging to 'Buin, baby,burm,!"  He should have added that SCS

was novhere in sight then, though today they are trying to get credit for
gll the action as if the “Black Power" siogan, dnstesd cf the sponianeous
action of the Negro rasses, created the new stage of rovolt. .

SNCC is wrong also in denigrating the battles for frecdom in the
first Pive years of the 1960fss Tre truth is that without theae battles, first
initiated by Negro youth in Greensboro, North Carolina, that inepired Horth-
ern white youth to take those Freedom Rideo to Misslesippl, end the Negro
masses to reach the high points in 196%-64 in the Birmingham and Selma marches,
‘the coafrontations wita the Bull Comnors, the electric cattle prods and
viclous police dogs and water hoses, there would have been no SHCC, but then
Brown might have had to admit the wilty of white and black in these batiles —
and the creaticn of SNCC itsolf by others then those who now head 1%,

Yhat did happen that was new in 1965 was that the real vanguard e
the black masges == pointed out 2 truth, that the methods of struggle in
the South achieved nothing for the KHegro ghettos of the Horth; that it was
time for the leaders to start listening to_the voices Zrom below, hera and
nowW,

In our last thesls*, when the dlscussion on black power did not have
the cogency it has today, but was of necessity more hietoricnl and theoratical,
we wrote: "We are not saying that Carmichael or ENCC, individually or collective-
1y, 'took! the thesis of black pover from Mao, who is interested only in ore-
ating ohmos in this comirr, Whati we are sayring is t$hat if they do not atop

¥ Perspectives Report to News & Ietters Conventiom, Sept. 1966, Available
from News & Iottors,415 Erainard, Detroif, Mich. 4820L, 35¢
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and listen to what comes from below; if. they do not recognlze that 1t 1s not
the whites from above, but the stndent youth —— the Hegro student youth —
from below, who raised the question of integration, they will so completely
hove misread the movement'!s aspirationa as to leave the movement in . such
chaos and disruption and divisicn as Mzo himself would have aimed to create.!

How that Carmichael has appeared in Cuba and given Castro credit
for vhat the Yegroes had achleved by thelr own seli-activity ever /er rince the .
start of the IJegro revolution in 1960, end at the same time bas burdened them
with a concent of "guerrilla warfare" made not in Newark or Debtroit, but in
China and Cuba, the words out of hig mouth show more clearl,y than ovr thesis
how deep is the cleavage between those who clainm to speai "for' tlie Fegwo and
the Negro himself,

The rush of every leadar to try to divert the black revolt in-
to other channels produces big Jokes in the chops. Here is whnt one woriter
told News & Tetbers: . ] :

There are a lot of young fellows in our shop that have just
returned from Vietnam, and they don't £it in too well with the
scheme of things; as we know it in the shop. They're pretty re-
_bellious, and whenever the company tries to fire them, I always

" put up a strong fight for them. I point out.that they can go to

die 1in Vietnam, but if they live they can’t come back to. hork in
the shop. . . .

. .They ure so productionemad that I{f one of these new workers
. gets mazgled in the machine, they say he iz accident-prone and
kick him out. They seem to be - trying to fire everybody.

it makes no difference if a worker is on the Black iner kick
or in 2 motorcycle club, or something else =~ all of them are
~ agalnst ralsing production, all of thems They understand quite
well what is going on in the sh shops. and they merge when the pro-
ductjon question comes up.

Now comes the fallout from the ravolt here in Detroit this
summer. We got a young fellow in the shop from the 12ch Street
area =- where the revolt begasn., He had been sent over by one of
these agencies that'e trying to get Jobs for the people in the
ghetto,

When they got through digzing through the rubble, they found
out that the most critical thing, with regards te young people, was
work, Jobs csme first, then housing, then all-the rest, But work
wag critical, so everybody is now trying to furnish jobs.

They brought this young fellow in, about 23 years old, never had
& job in his life, Nowhere. They broaught him into the shop and put.
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him in the midst of all this machinery. He came in at 7 &M and

by 11 AM he was on his way out the door. He said, "This 1s crazy."
The factory mansgement crught him and nsked him, "Where-are

you going?” "I'm leaving,” he sold., "Come back,” they said, "we

want to halp yous.s" And they. gove him a big spiel about working

30 days before he made his mind up, and so on. '

it was the first time we ever sav them wit a worker in one
of the little vehicles management rides argund ine They took him
-back to his job, gave him' back his time-card, and toid the committee-
man, "Now you watch him,. we want to meke sure this men stays,”

The workers were all seying, this 1s wadness, Here they're
trying to fire everybody in the shop, end herets a fellow they're
begging not to quit. Theytre trying to prove to the world that
thoy're trying to do something for thé: ghetto people, But they're.
inkuman the way they treat tha workers.

A Negre woman aircratt worker was worried because in her ‘shop
white-black m'itar 15 haxdly ever thers, "I'm toncerned that the power atruc-
ture has been able to use the bugaboo of roce a0 long and so sld}lfully o
cheat unaware vhite workers into selling thetichlves short to male pure that
they {ths white workers) are better than black workers — vhile maragement
sells ell the workers down the drejin,m : e

+

‘ ~ ATegxo auto worker disagreed, He calle@ the production lire
"the squalizer™s ™ "It is all of usy, bleck and white, facing the managefient,
The trouble is that the minute the ghift erds, the white worier rime home to
his 'safe! neighborhood, and forgets it allm :

IS -

-

Or contrast how easily, durdng the Arab-Ipraell conflict, LNOG
fell into anti~Semitlsm ~- especially when they thovgnt that might go over
big in the "black cormmity" == with the. resotion of a yowtg block workex:
"The Jews have. been kiclted eround for so many thousands of years that I am

for them in any fight for.survival., = . .

When & reporter cnlled SNCC-spokesman, Feathoretimeln; attonm
tion to the fact that the June—July issve of the SNCQ neweletter an "Isimeld
atrocliles in the Gaza" was not only a plece of Arakt propaganda -(and the
deliberately blurred piciure sccompanying it was from 1956, not 1967),.but
sounded exactly like what appeared op the very samp subieoct.din the current
issue of the Thunderbolts The Whiteman's View, the white supremaclat paper
published by the Fationel Staten Righto Party, Fentherstone had a ready
anawers . N L T e e e .

S "The positimas of the two organizatfons (i.e, SHCC and NSRP)
may looir the same, but I think that you have to probe desper and loo: at the
rhilosophical content behind the positions." (NYT, 8/16/67)
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Thore is a philosophy of liberation, Thers is no "philosophy" to
anti-Serdtism, Raclem, whether 1% comas from Thunderbolt or SNCC!e Newsletter,
is the ideologlcal spewing of a decaying class socloty that, as the S¥CC
Iewsletter shows, hae infected aven iliose wWio Iight against it.%

Moreover, this line, begun by Commmiem for its own purposes, was
first tried cut by the megazine, Iiberator. That series of articles smelled
80 foully of anti-Semitism that ¢ne of ita editors, whe is proudly a Black
Hotionalist and even more priudly anti-chsuvinist —- Ossle Ievle—e wrote the
editors, "lers is where I get off", adding that in his last years "Malcolm X
specifically renownced raclam; ecan we do less?" E

And . Jares Balawin, in his letter of protest, asked whether they mist
copy everything the whites do:. VI think it is most distinctly irmoral. to bleme
Harlem on the Jews. Why , when we should be storming Capitols, do _they

- guggest to the people they hope to serva that we iake reluge in the most
ancieat and berberic of Muropean mytho?" -

When SNCC iries to rewrlte the Negrols history at this critical
Jucture of its development in order to detour it, give it a direction alien
to 1ty dislectic. self=development, it is playing an opportunist Cormmist
game, loreover, it is 4 white opportunist geme, And the first ones to recoge'
nize ile black=-Tace routine will be the Negro masses, -

. It 18 not, afier all, whitey 28 such that they oppose., That is talk.
for the U.S. . But ahroad they bow guite low to the supsrior white proctition~
ers of guerrilla warfare - Fidel Cestro and his lateat theoretician, the
young French phileogopher, Regls Debray. . In a vioxd, when the speech is no%

© almed at the U,S., the black-face routine comes off, These new fasts
Tacing “globe trotters" (to borrow an expression from Debray, who epplies it
derogatorily to thoge who talk rather than do) suddenly begin to use "Marxist~
Teninist" (or what they think are "Farsdst-Terdnigs") anti-capiiilist cate- i
.gories, . The trouble here is that they have learned thedr "faryisi-leninism"
from those who have perverted that philosophy o liberation by the masges
themselves, into one of an elite lecadership "maldng it for" the marses,

‘Thelr ld.riahip 1s to the old Tadicals who, thirsty for lsadership,
- are perfectly willing %o beiray the Marxist concept o® a revolution as a

* Here, where the Arab-Iaraeli collisicn concerns us anly to the extent +o
which 1t discloses SNCO's evolution, is not the place to analysze that conflict.
Elsewhere, however, we have rado the position of Marzist-Fumantem clear: "The
class relations in Israsl are exactly what they are in any caplialist comtry-—
exploitative, And as in any cepitalist country, minorities =- in this cage,

the Arabs who live in Icrael — ave discriminated ogainst both in labor and

in politics. But the solution to this situation is by the nasses themselves,
Jews end Arabe, In clags etruggle actions, ond not through outside attacks by
comiries ranging from those who experienced some revolutionary change like
Egypt, to monarchies and shiekdoms 1lire Kuwaodt, Sevdi Arabla, Tdbya, Wo

matter how shrill the voice, or edroit the argument, Commmist Ruseia and China
miet not be permitied to succeed in their attempis {0 christen these feudal
kingdoms as "freedom-loving, peace-loving nnticna," (The Arab-Israeli Collipion,
a News & Letters Committees Publication, 258)
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gnes movement, led by the proletariat, provideé only tha holy of holies -
ithe vanguard party™, now chrlstened '"{he cadre organization" == with them=
selves leading it, is intact, Even as sone black power adherents find more
succor in Hevana, Cuba, than In Iowndes Cowmty, Alabama, opportunism robs
them of a total Marxian philosopny end Troletarian px-jrcinlen. :

Thiaz 15 not a question of woat 45 indigenous and what is "foreign"
Rather it is that the cless aspizations o the masses, the viéws of "what
kappens afier" are totally different from the #litist concopts of the leadere,
It is for this remson that the kinghlp of these lemders is more akin to the
old radicals than to the'lNegro masses, Idle Tretelyists, thede leaders are
moving in a dirvection away frcm that which emerges {rom the imsa upsurge,. -

Becauwse they refuse to bend their ears to the elemental surse froin'
-below, and, ‘inctend, look or shortcuts to power, the existing organivations
are in Gisarray at the very morent when the moverent itself is at its most
intense, At 'ahe moment they have also .shovn fear that some black factions,
as CORE leaders expressed it,"would rather shoot a black brother, because
of some ideological Giﬁarence han . ahoot a 'nhi.‘te = P

'

‘.t‘here 13 no douvbi tne.t there 1z dauger that 'I;he cor'stant talk of
violenoce (as 1f that by itself solved all problems) can ard does generato
guch eerious divisions within the movement as to' endanger :l.t. ‘Alt the more
reason fo teke s‘boch of where we're hended. )




Wiikks  TO NOW 2

"lias Whitey got the mesrage?" asted ome of the black militants.
"Heve our ovm leaders? The system hus got %o g2,"

] We trust no one will, ot this late stage, procume to ack that young
militant whether ke "really" weant the capitalist system as 12, facing the
aftermath of a raid on a blind Pl o 12th Street, Detroit, the youth was
talliing aboui a system to breal the banl: g+ Montg Carlo,

Now that a new pige in the dimlectics of literation —- its thought
as well as its struggles — has been openedy the guestion is: where to now?
The dynamism of the debates arownd the question of black nationalism revesls
that tlhe new feature of class awareness distinguishes this black natlonalism
both from that of the "Wation of Islam" and of ™Blacic Christienity",*Here-
tofore the latter tvo difvered from each other by thelir religious, rather
than thelr class, neture, Yow they muet relete themselven to the black .
natimalism that is comscious of 1ts class chavacter whichy in turm, hns rele~
gated the question of violence vs, non-violence to secondary importance, :
Instead, the primary question kas becoms ome of future direction,

 The signilicance of the Detroit revolt is that hore "Bum, baby,
burn® meant putting to the toreh not only vwhite but mlee some black éstabe
lighments, ot only that, The black wmisses had here ralsed the question of
" the middle clasg nature of their bleck leaders, :

- It may satisfy soue vain self-styled leeders to think thiey have but -
ong problem, that of “edvilizing whites", But tho black masses Imow that
the black "intellectiunl vanguerd" is the same flech as all elites., Elitism,
no ratter what color, is blinded by the concept of the allegsd backvardneas
of the mazses. Because this has always bem 50y these messes have no 1llusicha
about leaders, no metter what their color, wko are glib with words against
whitey, but tongue-tied when it comes o pansing on leadership tagks to the

rauk: and £ile,

Here is what ome who had atiended the Hlack Power Goﬁfargnce in
Hewaxrk had to say on the subject:

- The Black Power Conference in Newark is another example of .
how the leadership looks at the wasses of bleck people, It was held
in the rich business district of Newark, in the Episcopal Diocese
house and two of the richest hotels there, Alsn, it cost $25 to attend, .
which put it out of the reach of the poor working class black man,

At first they didn't even want to let Newark people in without
paylng. Then it .came to light that it was Just to let people blow off
steam, but to keep the old leadership in the spotlight, that all the

*See Reve Albert Cleage's "Call for & 3Bleck Christian Nationalist Movement"
dellvered as an Eagter Sundey sermon in Detiolt, larch 1967,
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projects afterward weuld be declded on by leaders who would then
tell thege who attended what to do, We changed some of that, but
not everything, '

Ever since the rebellions in Harlem and Watts in 1964 and -
1965 there has been a muvemens among the black masses of America
toward either total freedom or death. WHarlem and Watts manifested
- the fact that the nlvil rights movement was dead; that the black
min in this country wanted more than just civil rights, -

The black peorle want Frecdoa and Self-Determination which,
In itself, means the total overthrow of thig soclety -~ in other

words, revolution, And that ig fust whet it's called by the youth
&s well as by the old ~= the Revplution. : , .

The name of Black Power esught on. We have pride in being black,
He see both’ young and old (but miinly the youth) taking an interest
in black art and c¢ulture. The fact that thay are iew supporting
" the black artists and writers and studying thedr own history to".. -
find cut abaut themselves points this out. - -They are calling each
other brother and sister and literally meaning‘it. o

-'But though the Black Power slegan 15 popular, 1t 1s not the
name that- the masses glve to what thay “are doing. They have -
another name for ft. It.is Revolution. o

~ The whole point egeinst whitey is to get rid of the power stimecturey
that 1s to say, the eapitalist olass System, Without tearing that out by ite
roota, no freedom is possible., Tolenism will not o, " fhat must zo, Far Trom
" creating jobs for the rasces, or riddirg the sluns of ratas, much lesa ridding
them of the iénements themsslves, or sending the poor black men's ehildven -
1o the universities from which one may reach Congress, the Senate &iid now eve

the Supreme Court, tckenism props up the status quo, "the grsiem",

Too many of ‘the leaders who talk about blaclk pover mean only elecw~
toral power ac if that wold chenge the sygstem, ‘Ther talk about bteing the
mJjority, or promise they "socp will be'", in the cities,  But the mzsses dowm
South,, where thoy are the majority, lmow that voting doem't chanpe anything
very much, It imT*E_only that whitey cheatrs them out of thq:l:" majority -
that they do expertly even when the blacks dd couse and vote,” Put the greater

truth still 1c thie: ‘o long as the "bocs end blacis" relatienship remains,

.1o vote can chenge thoir conditioms of lifs, '

. . S0 overpovering i3 that relationship of "hoss o, black" that vhen
the New Doal Pirst caue’ South, even the ‘Pederal pover had to bow to 1%. And
it 15 even more true now that "neutral" nechanigation = Antomation - has
talten over, Just consider the single fact that even in the state of Missiseippi
in the 17 cownties where mogt 02 the cotton is grown, no'legh than 75 por cent

P
.
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of dll cotton pleclding is done, not by human labor, but by machine, It is in

the heart of the South, in the places where the Negro is s£till the majority,
where there is gotual starvation, actusl infant mortality that compares with
what it ie in the most tecimologloally wnderdevelopcd cowitries like India =
where the actual health conditions of the adult populaticon in any villege are
comparable to those in Iowndes County, Alnbeme, or the Miesissippi Delta,

. It dwives the masces from the farms to the cities, In the South as
well ae the Northe But, though there is 65 per cent urbanizotion among Negroes,
this too solves no problsms as wemployment follows the Negro wheruver ae
gues. 0 course, they have certain power, as the revolis in the cities have
shown. But, unless one ia strategically placed in industry, ene cemmot stop
its wheels from tuming and thus ston capitalism in its tracks,

To give omy otker impressicn by clatming that the oxganization of
the ghettos is equivelent to the orgenization in the footoriee is only to sow
disastrous illusions. The messes are right to reject these illusione; and,
insteed, try to find scme solldarity with white labor —- the white rank and .
file workers who do oppose management, Wot only are they involved throughout
the cowntry in big striles together, but the black wor!rera are right to use
thie as the reason for not isolating themselves from the white workers by
lumping them in the same categoz‘y as the whitey vho is bosa.-

\ It msy appear to the middle class lfegro that it 12 only a questlon
of working out "new lines of comamication" with the msses 40 bring the
"mgssage" to them. But the black masses refuse to blind themselves to the
inherent faults of leaders «-— even the uncarrupted onage~ who are under the
1lusion that they can get gomething for the masses within the oystem: The
magges lmow that, by eny name, these crmumbs called Wreforms" are, in fact,
an acceptance of the system, : .

or are they about to accert a Sundey sermon as a "philosophy of
history", Just as blac.: notionalism didntt change its clsss nature by moving
from Elijah Muhammadls "Nation of Islan' to the Christianity of 4 Black Jeeus
ané a Black Madonna, so black pover, exhilarc*ing as thet naturally is, will
not mean tearing the syetem up by its roots unlees it means maps power, worite
ing cless power, This is what a black worker meent when Lo gald, "I lilke
to listen to Rap Frown and Stokely Carmichael, I like to hoar them lay i%
on tie line to whitey. They tallr 4% up good., But that doesn!t mean ITL
follew them. I have to see things change right here, first", and he pointed
%o the production line, :

Like the human force itself, theoxr, tio, cownot be. created out'of thin
air, no matter how many sermons some leaders and their publicists christen
"a philssopky of history", For a phlloasophy of liberation ene must have a view
of the movement of history, Theory has its own history, ita own roota, ite
own dynomic, Ko greater pege bas been written in Amertcan history, for ex-
enple, than the one by the Abolitienists, Thelr ph:llosophy of higtory =
to abalish slavery — was the greatest for its time and place, But once that
vision exhausted iteelf with the abolitian 02 chattel slavery by Civil ¥ar,
not even a Fraderick Douglass, who saw the need for politlcel struggles, anor
8 Wendell Phillipe, who saw the need for a new force ~ white as well as . -
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bliici; labor — could extend the lifetime of the old philonophy of history.

The time had come, with the end of the Civil War, for a new phkiloac-
phy of histoxry based on & new, united labor foree, and a new vislon, This
new vigion was onc of man himzel? who would be whole, ending onoce and for all
the eless diviocion between menual and meniel labor, Man himself would be
that unity of body, heart and ming which could, by its mass movement, rechape
the whole course of human histoxy. -

‘That ig precigely the greotness of Xarl Merm; ho never soparated
mass movement frem the underlying philosophy of froedom that would chengs,
in its entirety, the whole course of human developusnt, The very idea of
theory wes transformed from an intellectusl exarcise into a histordc i narrative,
which, precisely because it dealt with actions of masses vho weve doing their
om th.l@g bec&mu, at one and the mame tinme, self-cmancipation end Historle
RBBSDDO :

S & R b not do to spesk of & tpntlosophy oFf history" as if that,

fo use an expression of Marx's, ic noihing more than "the evacuating motion't

ef the intellectual's own head. - Unloss the philosophy arlses out of & historic

movement of meesos strupsling for total freedom, and the whole world is its

‘stage; it cen neither emawer the urgency of our 1lile and times, nor bear the

seeds of the future forvard movement ol hurenity, Because the Carmichaeis

wnderstand this (bt anly dn part), they are irying to ascociate Mblaclk power't
© with the’ struggles of the Mahird world" The advantage there is that. this

means the mellowing of the blaclihesa, since there are maay oppreesed wh:!.tas, :

yenov's, and whatever other ¢olor the numn is.

' L

The trouble s that this hird world" that is being e.ssoc:l.ated with
"blaclf powert seems to be only thet part of it whiek follows the “Commmioet
Iine" w' angd that oily et the moment when 1t is not revolutionaxy, but -more
raclist than either natiomalist or internatimmalist, At the same time,Carmi-
chael is so preoccupled with “ghortouts to revolution" (vuer:illa warfave)
tlat he dosen't even roalize that, imstead of a chorteut,he is holding en. .-
to & suort cireult. -Bit the revolution in Ameriea is r.ot about to short -
circudt itself bafore it he has ever gained oliilicient momentum 10 sochieve -bha
5031 of to‘bal freedom.

. The adva.n‘bage of all -the 'talk of ‘black .poviexr 13 its o dynanﬂ.m,
the fact that it is altogether too late now to twrn it back to & talk among
Yleaders!'s What some call the civil rights doldrums, and.others cell the
fatal division within the black natlonelist movement, we, of Hews & Ietters
comittees, spe as tke organization of wass. thought by the, mRages themselvas. .
There is ho substitute for this self-organization of thought, any more than
there is a substitute for the self-emancipation of the mgses, The tadc 18 .
too large, too.vital, to be left to intellectuals, or’even to a “cadre organ:l.-
getion”, It has to be a mess activity, o ,

At the same ‘bime, the very need for such maas par"icipation will

not tolerate mere waiting for “the day of. revoluiion’, The noed demands
daily praoticc, daily laboring ot the task of worlcing out e new relationship
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of theory to practice, It is this which transPforms tha posaibllity of achieve
ing a new ity of theory and practice into an actual adventure,

The adventurs carmot be erbarited upm if ¢me scpavates thought from
actlone They go together, Having been borm in 1955 —— the year of the Font
gozery Bus Boycott, on the ene hand, and ths wildecets agalnsy Automation,
en the other e and having precticed the unity of theory ané action, of worker
and intellectual , by eleciing a Fegro rrofuction worker ng gur editer, we of
HEWS & TEDTERS COMMITTLES have never scpargied our activity in the block re-
volt againgt whitey, from our activity in the mass revolt egainst automated
production which exploits both black and white, The Purpose of developing
¥his unity of black end white, of thecry =nd practice, of natiomal and
intornational relations, is to construet the means by which the tearing up
of the capitelint systom. by its roots would assure the reconstruction of
soclety en totally newy truly humn foundaticas —w fres from vers, raciem,
econemic arisos and the mitllation of human beings, .

Toward this end, we irvite 3
remadng to be done can be achleved )
themselves, But no Great Valls se i on, They,
too, are related ~ ag in thought to actien,  Any peparatieon of one from the
‘other would be fatal, The wnifying cement for the two 13 the fype of orgeni
zation which includes the orgenization of one's thowghv, That tagk, too,
carmot be achieved without you, We invite you to.join with us on the hard
road to total Ifreedoum, o | B

" m— NEYS & LETTERS COMETTPEES
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...Some of :heae uprisings in t:ha mrl:hern cltie
" umsn't just only bleck fclk. ‘In the mrth, t:here
© was someé integrated riots. Because. latts face: 1!:.
man, whst's hurting the black folks that’a uitl-.uu:,'

i3 hurting the' white folks that's without, Yuu 8
I'm 100% in the gome way ‘that”l felt when-I s:nrted
working in the movement, and I say that 1f the whi:e
folk fight for chemselves end the black folk. ﬂghl:.
for l:hamaelves, ve're going to crumble 8partyee
You know, there's a whola lot of' peopla. There's
‘whites that suffer,- :here g Indian pnoplu that m.lffer,
there's Mexican-American peaple that suffer; there!
Chinsae paapl.e thet suffer, So &8 black peopln, :

vwe're not the only ones that suffer, snd I'm per!ectlya
willing to make this country what it haa to be.
goins to l_wvc te fight thase battles together,"

== FANNIE LOU HAMAR -

(aa quoted in an interview with The Movement,: SNCC pube
lication, San Frnnclaeo. Cala, Octobar. 1967)




