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 GHARA /three

BY RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA

IEE TRAVELEN [N WEST AFRICA who is at all sensi-
tive 1o freedom’s call i under a compulsion from
the suege of the HEberation muvement {to become cn-
gaged. The dynamism of “Freedom Ny infitses even
old ideas with a force capable of piercing iny shicld
uf upathy.
A mild Amerienn demurrer that there are “too
“many tribal languages” brought a Tieated response
that there is always some African who knows the
other iribe's Innguage. Indeed, the sound of 2 single
drum bent, or the sound of n truck “with party ilag
flying, hvings out an entire village. In less time than
it takes the visitor to get out of the truck the whole
viilage hag nssembled, with u iminstrel present to
tiansmit lowdly, for all to henr withul benefit of
wireless, the words of the muost bushful of any tribe.
I n flaxh the henfabe becomes transformed-from a
plice of gossip to one churged with politien] diseus-
sions lasting far into the night. On muny ocensons 1
have'had causé to doubt thal. Afvicins steep at all!_’!
-+ Despite the exhiluration of the mass mabilization
it is necessary to probe the Lleak veallty. of what is
coldly called “the problems of thé underdeveloped
economies”—the general poverty that is not restricted
althier to “the bush" or to the city slim, biit embraces
© 1hié elfte as well o3 the earth itself. It would be ensjbr
“to get under the umbrella’ of "Afriean socialism” and
" to see *no necd foi the bitter polarization of socinlist
ideas that is purt of European history.” But it is im-
possible to write of African sorinlism when one dis-
~cggmes the division between Cazablancn und Monrovia,
and vompounds this errov by isolating himgzelf from

4 confrontation with the oppusing forces within the

nawly independent African nations, The truth is that
the African revolutions huve reached the erossrowds
#0 early in Lheir development that even the reporter
wihio evndes an answer must at least pose the ques-
tiohi: “Which wny now?” : ‘
No doult the impact of the world struggle between
the two nuelenr world titans has hastened this reper-
cugsion on the Afrvican continent. As the recent
stiikes in Ghann showed, however, not every develop-
meht @i be attributed either to the Cold War or to
the machinations of outsiders, The stidkes revealed an
internal duniism that vitintes the designations of
- Toeff, Right, and Center, within the independent coun-
tvjos, The “Left” hus become “Right” in its attitude
to labor. . ‘
Ghana is sobering experience, No sooner Tind this
vepurter reached the point of deciding that it lénder-

.~ ship hid cruseed the Rubicon over to the Communist
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Out of Colonization Info the Fire

orbit than she met Africans from countried atill under
colunilism, who spoke of Ghuna as the huven for
thuse fighting: for independence. ’

1u this short article 1 shall deal with only ene as-
pect of Comminism--jts impact on the Afriean trade
union movement and, more partievlarly, Ghana's in:
volvement in this penetration. o

The story begins with the Afriean desire for a cun-
Linental trade union movement free of cold war ties.
Africn had for same time been the scene of a steuggle
beiween the ‘Western-oviented International Confed-
erntion of ¥Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) and the
Enstern-oriented World Federation .of Trade Unions’
(WFTU). The WFTU had led a most barren existenee
in the 1057-1961 period when no fewer than 21 Afri-.
can nationi gained indepenience without the organt=
antion’s having held’ so much ax one convention. But
at the same time, Afviean uftiliztion with the ‘méic
more aclive ICFTU, with its Brusscls Beudquarte ;
and “large  contributions from ‘the AFL-CIO;
grown increasingly morve diffieult to Justify:purtic
Invly on the purt of the Nigerjuns, | = o
" The All African Pedples Cenfevence: of Decermnib
1958 had urged the foundatién of zn indepeuden
waorkers movemient, but nothifg had been déne gbdl} ‘

“it. Then, in May 1961, Afviean trade unjun organiza-

tions under the leadetship of the five Casrblanca’pav:
ers plus Algerig established the Alt=Afritan Trad
Union Federation (AATUF). Thé Secretarial: of this,,
convention met_ July 14-17 and, ag the-Permarnt:

‘Secretariat,” chose to hail the créntion of AATUF oy

n Ugreat victory” niid a “severc Llow to the splitting.
clements represénted by imperialism mnd-the ICPTU"
Ibrahim Zukarin, Seécretary of the WFTU, discove

ored n similnrity between the stand of "the {AATUF;. -

and Khrushchev's 1969 UN speech, which had been:' .
made thie thesis of the 22nd Russian Communist Party ..

Congress nnd summarized in’ the main speech, “F =

the Abolition of Colonialism.” o RN

“The struggle agninst nee-coloninlism® Licecame the! "

pivot, the very veason for the existence of the Afriedn
trade unions, whether they were in independent el

tries or not. With this, WFTU snw its chance to Idad
’ : A

RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA, author of Matxisni and Frec;

dom: Nauticnulism, Communiem, Murxist-Hums
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the struggle from the “inside” agninst the “vutsider™
ICFTU. The inaider chosen fur the role wis Ghana.

Nothing is anid now, by cither Acera or Moscow,
abuut the faet that President Nkrumah himself ad-
dressed the first African Regional Organization, an
arm of the ICKFTU. in Acera in 1957, Nor is men-
tion made of the fuel that, after the Gold Const be-
cume the independent state of Ghany, znd an -
African trade unjon body was talked abont, it was
never as one that would have no international reln-
tions, Far less is uny mention made of the fuct that
the Ghanat Trades Union Congress was itself affilinted
with the ICFTU, and that its General Seerctury.
John K. Tetlegah, was a favorite there for his regulur
attmk- an the WFTU as a “world threat,”

TWhen 1 got to Acera in . Apvil 1942, the massive
slrikes had ended. John K. Tellagah had been ve-
lieved of respnnaibi]ity for the “internal affairs” of
the Ghunaian Trades Union Congress, and had been
- sent to Lagos to find headquarters for the AATUF.
These two inseparables—discipline of one's own work-
erg, and “leadership” over ulher Afriean countries—
are, vf course, the determining factors in the coun-
try's development internnlly, and in its foreign rela-
tions. . )

Picking uvp the April 7 issue of the Ghann Trades
Union Congress’s News Bulletin, 1 noted that “the
new structure” the trades unions huve adopted is

“baged on Marxian principles.” They turn out to be-

i typical Communist incorporation of the ‘tvades un-
ions into tle party-state spparatus, in this case the

Convention Peoplec Parly (CPP). IThe Trades Union

" Cungress was nrganized under the banner of “Towmid
Nkr umuhism.'_’ The News Bulletin assuved ils readers

that “Osugyvefo ‘himself” hpd Jaunched that slogan,
“but failed to say what i+ Nkrumahism, {When I inter-

viewed Mr. Mugnus-George, Deputy A(.ting Secretary
of the Ghanainn Tvades Union Federation, I did not
ask for further enlightenment on that question, Lut

* limited myself to questions a3 to the loss of inde-
pendence of the trades union movement with its mer-
ger with the CPP. A blustery individua), Mr. Magnus-
George spoke belligerently:

“We do nut see the reasons why people in Europe
slways ask us why we are an integral part of the CPP.
It is ot their business to tell us what to do, We're
living in a free country and can do what we like.

We're an integrnl part of the CPP-and have no sepa- -

rate trade union card. We're going to step up produe-
tivity with the Three-Year Development Plan (July
1961 {o July 1964) Jand we don't come to the point of
American wildeats,"”

The last remark was in respense to my interrup-
tion, which had pointed to the recent strikes in Ghamu
and’ intimated that perhups the Ghannian workers
were following the exnmple of the American workers
who, when their lenderﬂhip refuses to nuthorize o
atvike for legitimate gricvances, "wildcnt.‘»“lt will
be very intoresting for you to know,” continued Mr.
Mognus-George with an aie of discovery, “that uny
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time there {8 o misunderstanding with the state and
workers down tools, affer thelr grivvances are re-
drossed they work free to muke up lost time” He
then pointed proudly to a letter of his that had ap-
peared in thut day's press, congratulating the workers
in the Kande Mateh Factory who, “gulded by the spirit
of duly-consciousness, patrivtism, and love for the
nutjon, votuniarily worked overtime to increase the
output of production from the factory,” Evidently, in
line with the spirit of “Osagyefo the President” Mr.
Magnus-Georgge had also contributed his “humble do-
noijon of £6 with which the workers of the Kade
Mateh Factory can have a sovinl purty for enjoyment.” -
Rockefeller with his charitable dimes didn't do Jess]

On the decisive question of the relationship {o la-
bor, ihe joss of independence of their trede unien or-
gunization, the epposition’ to the austerity budget and
forced suvings, the complaints of puwor howsing and
bat working conditions, the trades union official
would not budge at all from the position thst it was
not for “a Eumpenn" to qnesti:m. “Americnns alwaya
write lies anyway.”

In the interval befween the Casablum.u Cunierence'-“
_and the adoption of the new trade vnion structure,by

the Ghanaians, a gatheving of African tride unionists

from the Monrevin bloe, plus Tanganyika -(which had -

just gnined its independence), met ot Dakar, :In thé
interview 1 had with M. Mugnus-George, Deputy
Seeretary of the Ghana TUC, he hellowed that “Tom-.
Mboya was o lackey of the ICFTU, which established

jtself us part of nev-coloniulism . . . If the Nigerian

trade unions don't join the AATUF, we shall inter- ..
pret-that us a stab in the bick.” Lest I may have .
thought that his venom was limited only to Kenya and
Nigerin, he handed me the official organ. of the Cans- .
Llanen trades union group, The African Warker. fea-

‘turing an’ attack on the Tunisian delegate, Ahmed

T, “the Judas of imperisiista.” .
I didn't get to Ttinisia to interview Mr. Tlili, but -
1 did gt to Dakar, and interviewed Alioune Cissg, of
the Senegal TUC, who is presently Ambassador to
Guinen. He -iried to assure me that Touré, Senghor,
Nkrunah are all friends, “This [puiniing to. the copy
of The African Worker that T had been given in Ghana,
and that I had handed to him] is meie propaganda.

The trouble is that, though the Cusablanca group are - . ;. R

ontly five, and at Dakar 41 organlzations from 80 Afri.

_can countries in West Africa and Ensi Africa, plus

Mudugasear, Tunisia, and Libya, were present, ihe

ive want teo s]:euk for the whole of Afriea ... But.:

our orientation is Pan-African, and we will all get
{ogether and work mutlers out”

Whether or not such scurrilous writing cun be dla-.
missed a3 “mere propaganda” that will- disappeay, the
truth is that the velutionship of the trades unions fo

the muss of the workers Is the nub of the queation, -

I think that o more typical African’ reaction'to'the
AATUF strategy was that of M, E. Jallow, who heads
the Gumbiz Workers Union: “Believe me, whnt hus

(cuntinued ow paye 15)

3191




—r—

.

THE VIKI\’

The fu'st book
about a daring experiment
in inlernational cooperation

OPERATION
CROSSROADS AF

Oy RUTH T, I’lll\[l"] ‘ON

‘A lively and inspiving account of a project 1h.u like the
Peace Corps, brings young Americans into fr iendly and frnit-
ful CORtILT W ith the people of other nations,”
=N Y. Herald Tribune. Thstrated, 33 05

,)u]m'(' hy ADLAT E. STEVENSON
I’RESS 625 \Iddlboll Aw.nuc « New Ymk 232

RICA

g (Dmmym'nl.nua, continwed fropr prie 11}
linppened {the attacks -of Casablanea trade union
lenders on those who mel at Dakar] is worse than the
worat done by ordinnry politicinns. We aren’t inter-
ested in Mboyn and Tl us individunl leaders. - But
they have grent mmsses nf workers who follow and

respect them and for whose interests they ﬁgrp_t and R

when you attack them in such a mnanner . « +J have
the highest respect for Presidents Touré and Nkru-
mah' as fighters: they nre h'ymg to adupt focialism to
Afriean realities; Dut, to be realistic. the AATUP
wos built up fer ideologienl vensons, And nnw in
Ghana they enil warkers’ strikes ‘labor mdmcxp]ng‘w
‘We will never bhow to such un attitude to labot. T
think the workers® intereats come first. In the Gumbin
here we stay neutral as between the politienl parties,
We would oppose any proposition to give up our trade
union independence. We fight for workers’ rights and
that is the function of all trades unions] 2 We will not
how: to an ovganization, that ealls workers' strikes
‘labor indiscipline.’ ”

In Ghann itself there {s by now so deep a gulf he-
tween the trades wnion lendership and the rank and
file that all sorts of new underground oppositions are
being born. These have nothing whatever to do ejther
with the old United Party opposition led by Dr.
Danqunh, or with the Dakar-led Trades Union Feder-

o ntlnu. They are, for the most part, composerl of young

DECEMBER .1962

m:htnnts in the fm'efront of the revo]utlan led b:,'

" Dr. Nkrumah himself, Far from wishiag to tnke any’,

steps backward from that revelution of mdependnnc

they want it to go forwnvd to “true secinlisn” . One’
worker spoke to me bitterly abont the fact: that t‘he
Memhers of Parlinment. had voted to double, Ll'e!r pay,

“from L0980 ($2,744) to (1,800 ($5.488) nnnunl]v
while asking for further snerifices from the workers, R
“The werkers' clnims were ignored,” he continued as -

he appr onched the story of the strikes, “until we' bu-

aan. [0 hum. Then wa were' given increages of gy -7

(npproximately $3.50) per month but we were nsked
to puy & per cent compulsory contr:but!on towm-dn .
National Development out of our total earnings nnd
2d4¢ per annum Trades Union dues, which we nbhm'

beeause of the pittance nature of our pay, the way B

M.P.'s and the officials are mis-using funds and the
eontral the Government exercises over the 'I‘mdes
Unions,”

The tragedy-of the Arricnn revolutions at’the croas B -

ronds ean be glenned from & letter 1 vecelved from n..
C.P.P. member since my retwn home. It reada: "A
bomh exploded near our President's lodgings one. Sun<
day and three demonstrators died. It was an unwise :
bombing begause the President.was not ‘there. Toda
he wishes ho were like the oot workars. tmmlng ¥
per month and could mave nlmut without any, 1
bemg bomhnc!. as in Iul'mcr tluys."'




