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Wilen Rays was ·writing her ~-eery/Practice column on the first' 
l!;.years of News & Letters,* site n<11;ed tltat --while t\le objective 
evNt of De Gaulle's coming to power in 1958, which had compelled 
he Call (or an International Conference, was fully recorded and 
ana ·,yzed in lli; and while the ramifications that followed the Con­
fere~ce which was finally held in 1959, including the critique by 
Jean ~alaquais and others, were fully reflected as well -- the Con­
ferenc~tself was not reported in the pages of li&L. Bess' Int·erns­
t~--o~al ~port t~ the N&L Committees Convention in September 1960 i·s. 
i~cluded i'n this 1935 first Pre-Plenum Dincussion Bulle'tin to fill 
th~t ~ap ~d ~ive the organiz3tion today a sense of both that 1959 
trip by tli .Nation_al Cl-airwoman and the 1958 trip that Bess had. her­
self'undert keri to secur~ a contract for an Italian edition of Marx-

. ,)s'm and Free "om ·_an<! to establish the beginnings of an· internatiO'iiiiT 
dialogu~. ·In lud~d with Bess' report are the actus~ talk· Rays pre~ 

·.sen ted .. t.o that International Conference in 1959, and· excerpts from· 
.. 'the re.p~;>rJ. Ra;ra 's'ent _back from Milan to N&LC ·as soon a•s the meeting 

'had ended', :. - · •: 
: . 

• ,A yer~ ~iffer p~riod charscterzies the 1980s. Because Jim's 
.: .le·po,r.t _.,\;o. the Detro t local on the December 30,-•'1984 presentation 

~.Y,. ll,aY.I!. ·~.o t!te _Expand f REB had caught·, the ne": ground that. wes ~pened, ·' 
... -. .'.~.~- ~h.l!t ... J!I:eeti'l!g __ for: ·a~r the developments that· took us :.from the~~-·-·· ... 
. . ,'.tlirottsh". ~he Mar~·h 2·1. e llt_s; .!:.Q. the 'coming Plenum I it 'h. incl~ded.· 
·''ill'' .th:l,if · f.frst' l!'til,·le·tin • · ic'h: also ear des. the' ·call.. · · . •·,;~ 

•',;: •-.• ·_'·· · r :~:· ··,,, • •• •. •. :-T. ' ,. ~ . ' 
- • l .•• ~: •• 

. , .'.':,: .. --:-.:~eHr 's ._!f!a.~'k to ·'tne· " conomic AnthropologY:"• Conference._ in Salt 
·' :l;~>kia': City i_~ i.nc'lude'd· be'C'au- , ·he .so creatively. 'projec ted•,· ··in this. · 

.. ):1~k,;l)~';¥.as e_'slted: _to ~elfVet'_ n Marx's Ethn:;log·io.:a: '1/o~aboaks, th,e_ / l 

.... c;,c?n~e;p.t_,.9f M!irX:I.IIt-Human:l,sm as ·the cruc·ial 11mediat:lion •·be:tween foi!JrZ I{ , 
•::: .. ,iiii~.;tC?~~~•".es .P!!t'er exp~essed t in the- letter.we have asked·h:t.m . 
.. ;;·.t:P.~dllc:;~~~~ .:~.o i.nt;:lude he're wit~ talk itself. --

-~'.:•;:.' : .'ri;a.iiy:,: w~ .inciude :an· ex~hang of 1ette~s bet wee·~ :Rays ani.'.:., 
"'Rciy '(!lily 'Area) who, although 'he was. riting on the 1973 work, !!!t!­

osophy and Revolution, had philosophi lly concretized· precisel'y : 
Whjl_l;,.~e .. , \l~ve focused on· even· since the est Convention in the sec­

.. ti'oi1'~·of ·.our Perspectives -r.:a1led "Not by tactice Alone." 
l,'t• <:::' l'~',; • '.; ' . : •' • • - , :'! _": ' ' ' • I ' . ' 

.. ,.':' .. ::.p~-h~ciugh all 'these jiieces were writte before the· Call-,was 1~­
:_;':'sue,d·o·.they no't_ only form·•the background for it, but--are actually 

·· integr·a'l> to· what·• the· Call- haa worked out for ur discussion over' .the 
next two months and at th2 Plenum itself. .,_, 

-- The Reside t Editorial Board 

·\\· ·:· .. . . . \ 
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0FFICIAL CALL FOR PLENUM 

To. All Hews and Letters Committees · 
and Members-at-large · ., 
Dear Friends• 

June 28, 1985 

This year's Plenum Call neeti:J i;o give an accounting of a 
period longer than usual. To do so objectively and subjectively means 
more than just an accounting of the move to Chicago, which made it 
necessary to hold the Convention of 1984 in July rather than Septem­
ber, so that this Plenum has to cover two mo•e months, To ful~under­
stand the move to Chicago requires knowing the history of Chicago, 
~ a new age emerged once the RusGian nevolution had burst forth 
as World War I was winding dovm. That world phenomenon caused the i 
rulers of world capitalism to ~unge into a ££Unter-revolution,. not 
only against Russia but within\ each one's own country. This· counter­
revcilut.ion showed itself in the u, S. in the Palmer Ra.ids against all 

· "Reds" as well as against Blacks and Labor, The reason this soUI'Ids 
so very todayish is due to Reagan's getting "four more years" to fi­
nalize his counter-revolution both abroad and at home. 

· . He has become the world outlaw in mining Nicaragua's har-

', 

. ' ·.bars without even consulting Congress, and refusing to. recognize. :the 
Woi'.ld c·ourt' S· accusations. He has become a strike-breaker at home, · · 
destr~~ing-PATCO as the first step in selling his ~n-busti~ ideo­
iogy, He has been rolling the clock back on ·the ·B ac Revolu 1on,· of 
thl3 1960s and on the gains won by Women's Liberation in the 1970's'; 

·:One .look·-' at -the inuch touted, so-called "prosperity" that. Reagan is,. 
. tB,.~ki~· about revee.ls such· pauperization on the part of. the Amel'_i!lan 

vmasses·that Hunger is b¥ Y}O means characteristic OI1:1Y of .. the T.hi~~· ,:· 
World, · ··Reaganism is wu tJ.ng for the masses at home to display "t1hem­
s·elves as· no more than skin and bones as the result of a famine·like , 
Africa's before ever he will accept the simple statistic that no ),ess ., · 
than ten million people have been added to what are' officiallyrecog­
ni'zed as poor,· Presently, as a pre'laration for an excuse to invade 
'.N:I:Qg_a~a: he has invade.d Gr~~d~; and h9 has done no li t.tle to ,opn-
tri:'Du'te· to. the utter fragmen atJ.on of Lebanon. ' .': . . ,· ... ··~· ...__ . . •''•'.) 

· -To Reagan, all this is secondary to his Pax Americarl:a .. 
world-rulep ambi tiona, embodied in the nuclear Star War phanta·sy ·of 
a ."winnable" nuclear war against the other nuclear Behemoth, Russia, 

.. , .To~~"ds1 '!;his· end he imJ?oses endless mi~i ta~ization upon th.e .Am.er,~ctm 
· .. people 'who must be subJected to pauperJ.zatJ.on, union-busting,_ l'acism 

and sexism, · . ·· ·· · 

,,.,, '' · ·· Our task this year is to work out h~ to fight ReagatP.em 
with its Pax Amerioanaambitions, not only as we have always done -­
and this year we will be joining in the cruci~demonstrations on ths . 

u[40th ~~iversary of Hiroshima Day, Aug, 6 -- u with all emphasi_s on 
!'never separat!l\f;,l~~~~Y f~m ~A RhU.c osophy o evolution, of true<··.· 

liberation •. ~~ '\""''"o~J" · '\.~- ... ~urr . · · , .. · , .. · 
Last year's Convention Pers:pectlvea Thesis phrased the 

task philosophically as • "Not hv Pr.actJ.ce Alone," This year's · 
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Plenum needs an accounting of how we carried out this task since the 
move to Chicago and the further concretization it needs now, The 
sh~cker came from the counter-revolut~on aris~ng. from within the revo­
lutionary movement, The fact i13 that.,the .revolution i!n Grenada in 
the late 1970s had· succeeded arid yet it :ivas that new gciverrunent it-. 
self that had made. it easy .for ·the U,S, ·invacion of Grenada, ,. What we 
saw •. that was",nev!) as cornpar · t)le revolutions: of the'l960s ·was that 
whereas the lll:fter had also rell. . .. , · ...a,nd-n\ore activity 
~d. so subQrdinated·:the questipn of philosop:1y that they remairied·.uh­
fJ.m.shed., here .is what happened ·in Gron2.da• The revolution suOP,eeded. 
They had already been in power sil".ce 1S''?9. It w!'.s at this poin,'t t.ha;t 
the Coard ..fac_:tion-shot-dawn·...:t;)l.e leading face of the revolution -- · 
Bishop, ~~st face this still'!t-~T-ty. i'lh?.t har,pened in G.renada is \V 
the most recent-ana mos'lf concretemru.:tfestation of what happens .. when )(/ 
you separate the philosophy ·of revolution from revolution itself .;;,;.~ 
that, is, from the masses themselves 1 you t;.ereby ma]ce it ·easy .for thE1fl 
01tts1de counter-revolution to invade, . : 

.. '"Where Reagan has put his. st~p of counter-revolution on the· 
epoch of the 1980s, we have been'working o~.;t the absolute opposite 
with the designation that the trail to the'l980s had, in fact, 'been 
.indicated in the "new monierits" Marx had .C!pi.eloped in the final de.cil,iie 
of ·the 1880s, . Our reconnection ·with the: ,,farxism of Marx, at .a time WhP,., 
lie were working out the r~alHy .. of. the ':\'¥rd,. World's existenc·P .. ·::~~ : 
.deel?en~d .. because in his last decade,when.:l')E: was studying p:r:·'J.-c?lp:ita~ist 
.socJ.e:tJ.es,. he was .predicting that the. tecn:1ologL::ally · backward\ l~ds 
no1<:i.d experience revolutions before the technologically advanced coiln-
~:-~ AS, ~tim!!_.!las r · ~icm oi'_z._r.lJj.:..(Jsovil~~.r.ev:al!.l-. 

-. 

'J • 

ti~Adtl:l-<i!.C.t)lal.·r.e.yoJ,ut~.an • een !!lOre J.mp.-rativo than ia our a~1· Th,is 0 
B'3~S t)le task for thi,B yea • ~~r eotiV~• ·t~')NY-~~'11 ,1/tJ/-',_ I 
. ·. . ·. ·"~·if ~~ ... ')I• e,~~ [ 

. ' . · · Once ,we. fully kn'ew M x s we!: riu.....:~~--t · ar;-:l "worked 'that J.. · ) 
. out :Bor. oul;' own age, we developed a new. category ul' pnst-Marx Marx- ,.~ 
·ism" as a perjorative of all Marxists beginning with Engels •. As we 
showed: .. in osa Luxembur Wom.en's Lib.er,atioh_. and .i•1arx's '.Philoso h··"o"'..,."-J 
Revolution, . ge s. was no w.rx -- as .cou .. d oe seen ·:..n h_s v~l'Y j rs" J 
w.ork. att.er .the. death of r•larx•. ·origin .. of th.e, FGJllil;l •. · l~hile the c.iyer-

, ;genae, from .Marx, may .am;e~, to b~ .o)'l. th~ quest:i,on .. q;f .!'/omen .• the truth -
is. t}lat '!;he que.s;tio,t:~; :of ,d;Lalech~s +.s J.m' oJ. ve~d, · ' by ·:n,o. ljle~s. Hmi ted ~ 
to: ·,any .one, sub_j'ec;i<; •but to the ~l'.ID:JC 0 h~.:t,v"en E;ngelfl.'.' u,p.J.llnear . "' 
view of the_ development o·f humanitY.~_!..gi'Marx•'s. ~ultili~lir view, • 

. .· .• Or!.e.·.exc~tion to pos·t.,Marx: ~la:·xism r.s a perjorative --
.Lenin ·•• .is-;re1Ej:t,l!d ;1;_o the fac.t. oi' ·his retut;n to the .. Hegelian ~ialectic 
as he .. faced, .the 'betr~cy;al of thei Seccrid. Int.ernational as he was ~~epar-. 
:ing for. the Ru.ss.lan R_eyolution, He r,~cognized, .then :.that it 'wa9 <!f. ·ques;., 
.tion .. ()f any ... single worlhof .. lllarx that l)_ad •1'\ot b,een. under~tood.! b, t :that· 
Marx• s greatest theoretical: work, .Q.w2_J.tal,. ",ospecJ.ally .J. ts :t'J.rst c}lap­
ter" oould not be understood unless one had gone .through:.the ":!!'.!:!2l!" 
of Hege.l' o .~ This rE:m~in~ .a bridge~tor. -all;Marxisils 
today, enin'.s unchaining of' the dj,alf'!ctio got stuck on the 190Z.:. 
03 con of the vanguard party, That was no ,concopt.of Marx's, Tqat 
concept1 . very nearly word for word, wasJaken .!'rem :~aut.::J2-;y, and the: 
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whol.e Second Int·ernational, both ref.orniists and· revolutionaries, 
accepted this,* It is thiS 1903 con~e'pt,: though Lenin modified it 
through the ye'ars, especially i)1 revolution -- both the 1905: and the 
1917 revolutions _;_ that h'e never ~ave 1Xp, not even in his l'a'st ,few 
years, This wa·s so ·even though he had sensed the early:·bureauerati~ · 
zatioh and saw in .Sta:j.in both one who·had "accumulated too much· power" 
and one who had no comprehension of the revolutionary nature :of· ·:the 
National Question _.; especially in the case of Georgia, Thfs becomes 
~ .determ~ning question in our age, and not just in· RU·ssia' s .re1a:• 
tionship to P'oland, but'to all of East Europe.· And, it 'is by no .. means 
on:j.y a question of bureaucratization or .the National Question; ·as the 
Russian masses are likewise suffering from the class'eriemy, their own 
rulers, S tate-Capital ism,. . . ... .. . · . · · · 

' . . ... · .. 
?\. . . mas- inwerative to ~t the expression, ·~the 
~~ne · j;l," from what we·always defined Marx's.Humli\n-
- sm to be -:-- "a new .continent of thought and of l;'evolu'tion". ·It ·is 

the new continent of thought that needs a great deal of further de­
velopment· and di.scussion, There is no other serioUs way to fight' 
Reaganism·; .which· is inoving helter-skelter backwards on all fronts - .. 
Labor, Black, Women, Third World and. e.speciallY Central· America -- . 
constantly uni versalizi)1g his reactionary ·ideology, ·where he l:s not 1 

.. engaged in ·an actual invasion a:s in Grenada, he· is p:j.anning ·•one. for 1 
Nicaragua, and possibly even i'or Lebanon. . He'·is now· both .spo11soring, 

· counter-.revolutions and "prqpping up reactionary regimes ·like South. . 
Africa, . as, we'll,: .as ~nterfe'r;.~g wf~h Americans :·-t::;:avell~rig abroad :.bY .: 
.warning. 1;hem not· .t.o go 'to Greece in the very per~od when Greece .. ]jas .· . 

. beeri .lo\ecl?red to ·be "the .cultural· world capital" by the ·$.uropean Com-
munity;,:. · ' ·' '·· · ·. ·· ·' · · · •:··· · 

. . . ..... : . . , The one thj,ng. that . has a;-is.en' oV,er. the ho~tage cx:~~is vihi'ch 
··~a~ ,be.en lit.tJ,e.noted·bU.t is' tqe·.o11e 'im;ilor~nt posit~ve fact ~f! the··. 
human act:j.on wh~ch hafi . be!!n. able :·t<l·' .. iflflUeRCe :ev-en .. such a Behem~th . of 
reactionary ideology as· Reagan, Here the media is showing. how Reagan­

, i te. ·they themselves are, notwithstanding Reagan's criticism o:f them, 
' · when .they do not reveal· that Reagan has been doing more than just toy­

'·i~ci.with .inili.tary. moves. ('boinbi:ng ~f Beirut?~ i,;~espective of. the ~eath 
oi tl!ll ·America).1s. .Y1he,t. th:ey. are not reveal~ng ~s 1;ha t· it is the or-

. dinar;v- people 0 · · aroused over the lives of .other human beings, 
, .who have s;taye!i Meagan's.hand so'far,''If anyone tliiriks that 'philosophy 
.:,1~- not in't<?l ved )'I ere, .they_ know noth~ng ·of .how inseparable life and . 

· philos~phy a~e,.and will not know how to f~ght'hijacking, ~idnappfng, 
bombing !!nd o'ther forms of· terrorism. ' · · · . · · 

~ 
. . For this J?~enum, we had to. return to our .J.IWJ 'Plenum ~all 

be.cause it. was there ~hat we first"poi~t~d to tlie om¥~oUs nature of 
:the· age because of. Reagan'.s coming to power., !t was ._in our Call· th~t 

.~e·ar that we. first used tl:le e:iepression ~gan!zatiomi.l respdnslbl:U,oqy 
·.-~·or the Marxist-HU!nanis.~ philqsoph~. q:f· ifi)'iira::tilo~•l Indeed; wha~··ftl~·­

. lowed. ever since that Plenum waa Convention upon Gonvention, all-.''':.~ . . ': -- . ' ' ' . ' . . . ' . . . . . . . . ~ . . ~; ._ .:· ·. . . . . . -.. . t.: ·. ~ 
* The one thing that broke the Social Democrats in· Rus(:iia irt:to , · .. ; , · 
B9ls'f:\eviks, and Menshe'{iks dea~ t not with. the concept .o:f~. vanguard . · . 
. party, but with the question of havirig to. belong, to -a''lO'cal:',and·.·be. · 
disoiplin.ed by it •. (See Mrrxism and Freedom, -Chapter XI, "Forms · 
of Organization• the Relat onship of the Spontaneous Self~Organiza~ . 
tion ·of die Prol'Eitariat to.-the' 'Vanguard pa'rty"i) ·· ... ·· · . · .. ,, 

' ' . ' •.~ ' ' ' ' • ,• ' ' I 
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rThe presentation th~t was given "intern::~lly" t~ the REB at this 
meeting was presented publit' 1~· and videotaped on Jan,27-Feb •. 3'. 

16602 



, 

-6-

in embryo wa~, indeed, a new continent of thoueht and of revolution, 

,. 

· . The Plenum 'lhi g year, which is the meeting of the full 
· National .Editorial Board u1embers and al terna tea, opens in Executi va 
Session. Friday, August 30, 1985 at 7 pm, All sessions of the Plenum 
are then opened .to all members and to invited friends, who are given 
the -same privileges to the floor for discussion, 

The ~~xecutive Session on Friday will be preceded by nation.,.· 
al meetings of both the Youth Committees and the Women's Liberation­
N&L Committees. 

· ,The two day Plenum will officially open on Saturday morning, 
August. 31, at 9 am with a Welcome by Dave Parlt, The Perspectives 
Report will be given by the National Chairwoman, Raya Dunayevskaya, 
The integrality of philosophy is seen in the "and" in all of the re­
ports this year. Thus, there will be two Organization Reoorts: Mike 
Connolly's on "!.Iarxist-· .Humanist Philosophy in Readers' Views and in 
Crganization"1 and Olga Domanski's on "Organization and the New 
Book, Women's Liberation·and the Dialectics of Revolution," Bugene 

. Walker· will,·report on "News &-Letters and its relationship to Perspec­
tives,~· .. and Lou Turner's subreport to Perspectives will be on "Black 
Dimensicm _and the Caribbean." Peter Mallory will give the report on 
"Philo_sophy. and finances," 

f ••• 

· . · . · ·The :rizial ~epo.rt, on Leadership, becomes an: Executive s·es-
. siol'\ 'for -the membership, · · · ·. 

. . : .. 
· .', , .· .. :_ ·,;: · With this Cali; we are asking -the ·Chicago local to host 

the P.l.eniiril, ·f.or the· first ·ume, and to be responsible -for a Saturday 
evening party.'l;o greet out-of-towners, 

. ' . . 

._ · .. ·.·.Pre-Plenum_ discussion begins .with the issuing of this Call. 
, ·_·The Dra.ft :PerspeCti-ves will appear direc:t;ly in the pages of the· August-
.;;-Sep:temb.er issue of N&L, which comes off the press on August 2, for . · , 
full ,.discussion, _thr'O'ilgh to the l?lenum itself,· Discussion throughout 
the· .summer. wi thiri our local committees and with all those we ·can 
reach. and. whom \ve may wish to invite· to the Plenum itself becomes a 
measure of .. the inseparabiH ty .we pu_t between preparation for our 
Plenum.and all our _many activities throughout the pre-Plenum period, 

: ... :·--: ., . 
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