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t.liNUTES OF REB r.;EETING Or' FEBRUARY 17, 1985 

Agendar I& II, The 4th bo'lk and concentration .,n March ~1 l'or 1;ne 
whole organizatinnr Spe~ial Bulletinr Discussion, III, Current issue 
of N&Lr Editorial and special Ads of March 21. IV, Ongoing Activities 
V, G&W, 

I, & 
(The 
Dear 
will 

II 
introductory.part of Raya's talk 
Colleagues Letter in response to 
be recorded in the letter of the 

which took nff from the Feb, 11 
the Feb. 6 Dear Friends Letter · 
week) 

Rava The crucial point arout 
this report is the integrality of the new 4th bonk,whose page proofs 
we are now correcting, with the focus of the oreanization en the J-21 
lecture and display of selections from the Archives -- all not .separa* 

ted in any way from what I will call The Special Bulletin, This will 
consist not only of the 1/27-2/J talk, but begin with the integrality 
which always characterized Marxist-Humanism -- Organization and. Phil­
osophy as expressed both in the book forms and in News & Letters 
in the period when it was edited, for the· first time ever, by a Black 
production worker, Charles Denby, Tl'ie reason this is so 'crucial is 
precisely the new.stage we ~e in now in concretizing the Dialectics 
of !Revolution, both in its American roots and world Humanist conc·epts, 
w.litch will b;;c::-o:e the title for •the whole new collection we will hand 
in !on 3121, and which will cover the years·l981-BS. So it isn't just 
the· title of the lecture, or even being made the overall title fpr .the 
t:our years,. but -- and that is what makes it what we mean by the' his-

. to';r:ic first in t~e birth of Ma.t'xist-H)llllanism -- we, nn the one hand, 
have now extended that Dialectics of Revolution from the 1953 Letters 
orl' the Absolute Idea, back. to the 1949-50 Correspondence and the 
M~ners' General .. StrikeJ ana, on the other hand; ·have it as a "perman­
ent", continuous development of what I call the Unchaining .;-f the 
Dialectl.c:i, · · · 

. Let me concretize it so precisely that we can.begin a con-
tinuous process of deirelnpi!Jent of what unchaining 'lf the dialectic had 
meant in Marx's a~e and· what' it has been in ours. Marx, by unchain-: 
ing the di:alecti.c first, discovered a whole new' continent of thought 
and of revolution •. Read aga,in.tl)ose.words of thought and of revolu­
tion, That is what concreteness means in a dialectical sense.. ·This 

. openne~~a arid totally new· iiirectinn found constant proof of itself and 
. i:ts oWJ;l .correctness becs.11>.se· Marx• s cri ti9-ue of 'that. Hegelian diale'ctic 
,meant not 'lnerely a· substitution of matenalism for idealism I but an 
:e:X:1;ension o:t· the dialectic from its seeming burial in T~oug~t~;·alone 

the presence of the dialectic in the development ·u· reality, ·Not 
that •.. lliarx thereby revealed the historic barrier which norie. could 

:,.,~rn;A~.over~ not even a Hegel~ It is this which exposed the heed':for . 
have that stical c"ve;-ing spread "ver his revolutionary · 

;;~MJ~r?·~t~l~b~ti-- the negativity; The greatness ,;r the French the · in action of· the sans eul .. ottes, who· were 
. and practit1oneraof democracy, They were artisans 

yet.'a sub.,eqt that would sucessfully 1 totally transform .. the 
. society_.· Marx, on the other h8.1Jd, did see a revolutionary subject 
·the Proletariat·-- who could and, he aaid would, achieve ,the revolu• 

~+·~~·~·,~· transformation, Moreover Marx made it clear that just as he 
no separating thought from reality, or the fundamental Man/ 

won11U1 rel'ationahip, so he was uni tine.; materiaUsm with idealism, calling 
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it. a "new nUiioaniBm." i'ii th it, he separated himself from Feuoz:bach.'s 
m'echanioal materialism· and what· he cailed. "vulgar c11mmunism'~. Indeed, 
he praised Hegel fcir ·that most creative category "negation of -negatiol't 
which Feuerbaoh .had rejected, as "mystical'.' .• ~ .He worked for a trl.\lY 
new world ·which we woul.d call classless, nl'ln-aexist, non-racist"· ·. 
truly human relations. Let me sum it· up ·by repeating ·briefly '!;he two 
true historic unchainirigs of the dl.alectic 1 ( l) no separation between 
thought and reality; dialectics characterized both the subjective and 
objective development. ( 2) He was not keeping in totally separate 
depJU-tments materialism .and idealism, He, was uniting them to .crea.te · 
a totally new category -- a "riew Humanism," . . · . 

Each age has the labor!:Ju8 and unpostponable task of wcrking our 
for its own era what, .precisely, nf the dialectic would achieve freq-
d?m, · Lenin singled 11ut . "transformation intr:> opposite" .. when he was 
confronted by the betrgyalof the 2nd International. What is the most. 
crucial aspect, and .was .. totally new, :was that he didn't sto.p witn 
be~ayi5. and he' didn't···leave the totally 'new aspect at ·the economic . 
stage when capitalism ·:reached imperialism, but showed that since ·.evezy 
unit has its oPPosite wi.thin itser:r.;.,it.'is also.true with~ seetion of 
labor'" itself whO hfi.d ,beccime "the .aristocracy of labor," Mill all ·this 
was done ·.in his return to the encounter -with the. He&elian .dial~ otic, :~ 
"in and .. for itself'? by having a·:.totaily new "additional" subject.tha'fi 
was·not.jus'!; a,_ helpmate •. Rathe;r. it ... was the ·a:ctual llacillu,a.of 't1he , .. 
revoluyion -- .the .. l)S.tio_nal. revoluti,on,. ~n his ."case ~he, l916' It'~Ei!t ·. , 
Easter :Uprising. J;Rmin; however, ,did .. .riot .know .t!le ·1fum!iJ1is'fi 'Essays of 
1\iarx, much less .where .Mar~ left off. in. his. Cri tiqu,e fof·. th'e .Hegelian '·:·•. 
Dialectic, promisil'jg .to .return. . ... · . . · :. ·.; · .. ·. · .. · . .. 

. . . . : · :· . ,. . .What''ive .had to do ·;ear: the mid-·twentieth 
cent~.~ry when we· ·WE!X:fl . contront'ed with ··tne she ~king .fact of counter­
rev?li.rliion arising·. tram within th.t! ,re~~lution itself', the trans~or- · 
matJ.on into· opposi, te of the first workers' state .into a state- . ·. 
capitit+ist soriety; ·.W,as ·to:o!l.tch ~he'.link hf. continuity with Karl,.III.arx 
when he. Uiichuned the Hegelian diale'ctio, transforming and ·e:x;ten4~ng 
U to the·.~·arxian,, . The climax of what wa~ churning i.n II!~ .in thE!' ·. ·· : 
immedia'!;e :Post WW II. period,,and QB.!Jie alive· fir~t.in the sifi!uJ,t~Wei'fiY .. 
of-m;y ·~~CJ:lll,l1ge of ·le'j;t_ers· with ~am1!!3 .and ·Lee .'?11. ~~n.~n' s !'late books .o/Jd 
MY,.activity"in: the .. general mij)er~' striJ!:EI, were thoSe ·lette.rs o:f. May · 
12 and ·May .zo, 19.5.3· . . ;· .. .. . . . .· . · · . . · · · . 

: · ·. . . The· fi:pst :·uncl'jairiing o·r the !i,ialectic :for. our age 
cam11 wi;!ol:l .. .I\IY ... b~!lakthrough on the Absolute 'Idea( I. _hE!ld._ that .t!J..er~ · 
was f!:--mOV:!!matli .fi:run. Practice a~ well, as trom,"th_eory...-. .. In a word, th~ · 
consc.io!Jsness in making .. a category of tne mc;>vement from Practice was 
to. e;xpap.d_ ·with the added pJu:::ase 1 . "which. iB itself a :form of ·thf!lory," 
And it is this m~vement .. trgin. ,P,r;:icti'ce. that. is·. itself' a form of"Theory 
·.that created the chalienge . .for-,.the. thereti'Cians. to work out the ·new 
stage ·pi': cognition: where phil~sopJiy woula: be.rooted in this mpvemen:t. 
:f:t'Om· ·.P~aotice. . . . . . · . · ... ·-. · ~ · . : :. · ·. . .. · .. · .. ··. :··-· 

·. . A second uncl:aining:•. . ·'whicli, revealed the aprici:f'ici ty, .. " 
originality .. and uniq~ness. of: t4e .whoie ·body. of''idelillil .of,Mar~ist-,. .. 

' ~umanism came to·; 'firut. blqoin · in ~9?.J . w~en the · Z:E!turn to· ~f!lgel . meant:;: 
both ·tl,le grappllng ~i th all' of Hegel's; majo7;' philosophic .. wo;-lj:s !p1d. the · 

. realization that. I hilPP.I!iled. to 'have started.'the con~ontati.on in the 1 

tfioYo~fZdi~. at :the very paragraph ._following where T/l!U'X lef;t off· in · 
t e ~--so_ hY · of Nature. In o.tir · c·ase. this re s1,1l ~ed in the :f'act tha,t 
no·t even .Absolute .. .as com~ining .theo.ry· and;pra.ctice, i,e, a.11:·a tptalitv 

· · ·really answered the task.. The task· first bedntl, or,. to· put it th!t liBY . . . . ... 
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we expressed it in chapter I of~· It is Absnlute Idea as new . 
Ba.crin,;_1,.... By 'than · · plungi!'lg l.n1=n the t:t>.rae. :final eyll,e:isms oi' _tha 
PhHosnphY of Mind we dis_covered al.so 8.' new 'Hegelo Tt1.1s Hegel in the 
les.t year nf his life, in th_e· final 'paragraph of' the En·cyclopedia 
replaced Logic, :left' : it. tiitillly open for future genera tiona. · -· 
.. _.· :·· · ·· ·· .. · .... : .·.· · ·.: Inso 
far as ~iarX was ... concerned, though .he didn't coinment 'on those s];ie'Ci'fic' 
syll<:~gi.ams 1 he"t;had so unified'· philosophy and revolution· that,·. th~ilgh ·.·. 
The Cri tiguei ·of the Gotha.' Program· did not ctintli.in the expi'tl'ssion. "revnlut111fl~ tn 
~:cnanenco". 'it enuld ,!lt'n .. theless ·beerm .. ."graund f:nr orgartl.ta'tion' -~ .:. . . .. . - · ... :· -
.·. -~ _ .·. · · Indeea, our sex:ious · analys~s of .that work e.~ovwed that 

no post-Marx MarJ,Cist, unchained the d1alectic0 not even· Lenin,who5 :: · · 
·did ·_peaetl!abi .the dialectic' on revo·lution, 'Qut· did ~ot when it c~e . 
to the .!-'arty, This led.us to the creation of·a category of post-IVJarx 
Marxism as. the generati~n who do nnt fully reconnifct with Marx• s Marx­
ism •. ln: a word, ev.en the Great Divide' Tn Marxism which Lenin did· · 
create and which W!1-S concretfze'd. i.ri'' the magnific'ent Stat'e and Revolution 
had, however, k\)pt Y.he .·Party as -~~s .o':ln _'~p~i ;rate enclave" callfid the . 
vanguard ·party, . The two fields ~n wh~cn I d~d not· follow \Lenin were­

. the vanguard party and "his confined conception o·f women! s ·liberation.· 
. Our unique catching .the link of continuity with &;arx's Marxism 

and,. with .. it, ·our or.iginal· contributions in concretizing the dialectics 
of revolution :fqr"our era by· thesE!''· new ·imchain~ngs of the dialectic.:·:. 
b.rings 1.\S back to ··--ehe··immediate :f'iit'tire •<·1'>tlie 3/21 .J.edture ·and the · . 
full. ,111ont~ ''s display · o :t o·~e-ha;L'f cE!ntury· of' Marxi st-Htimani st . Archi vee. 
( 2.). This cail .. as ·.well be concretized in ,i:j, 'single bulletin tha~ :I. pro-. · •, 

. . .· . .' · · overUrier · called-'Special· Bulletin .. and .the title Dialectics ' 
•- .American ·RoC!ts anq Wo:i;:ld l!umanist"Concepts•· I:t will·.· · 

. f./27-2/'J talk plus·'iny "In Memoriam"· to en.· .(;2) •Eugene's 
Letters a,s Theory l;Tactice" report ·to"the l98lf. ·· ... · ., ·., .. ,:,,·:_: ;;oc.::.;"'''::. 

I. .!.~~.~~:~I~·:·;;; rep6rt on 'LiVing· A.rchfvesJ •(4) Olga•.a;Ess~y ·-•., . 
I ·ThEil Summation of ·a· Deca,de, with an addi tiona:J: . 

,; . . . .' :·· . .• .. · (: 
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De:or 'J'rienns, 
·,.. 

·. 'T'he minute the p~ge ·Pr.oofs_ ot' the ne•-•, ~·or'k, •ornen'p· Li- . 
ber,.tion_!L~h~i:>lecti.ce· ~f 'levoluti.on: · Reechtnq for 'the· o:utur~, .. 
finally· ;orrivet'l. here, th~>t.mi.nute. ·~e "1.1: );IP.cas:ne -s.o inv9-l'lrec;'l, in .tP,e 
supposedly purP.1.y' tachnic<~l •·•ork th"t on·ly ~~r;dst-Hum~nists coul~·-
<io, t;h<it "e h>~n to·bccorne most cre?tive ·in strer.ching the hours. of ,. · 
the ~or'k Cl"Y· ThP. most' Cliractly. c>nd fuloly occ)lpied ·~ere. o-f course, · 
the t•1o n"tio~"t co-org<>ni .. ers;· otgr.o and r•ike, •<tho h;od j:o superv,~s"', _. 
1111: tne ·proo{trea"ling..,. indaxlng, bib'iography. To helP i.n the "lor'k, ··•e 
had to cco·lt not only upon Chl.c:>go:>ns, but h"'c1 to c?ll unon N9" Yor'k. 
'll.!!ry crrne t·o he1., in "1 1 three ·,spacts. 't'e,ms ••orkeCI noing the 
proofrec>t'll ng. ~he re?Clers for this ·•ere Kevj n, Ericn, ru ·<>nne ;oon-1 

Bob. · Tli1s st~,1:1 doe a not cove~ ·a'l. t. the. ·r.arnificatiOflS :~n •qt}Je:~;. aspe.cj:s 
of our ••ork, since ;removing the ·t• . .,o co-national organi~er-s .. fr9111 th~ ., 
office for .t:•~o··:-•eeks .put: a gre"'t de'£>1 .. of extr<> "Ork upon LOU _and , .. 
Terry in the ol;fice.-: :Lou, 'furthermore, ha<'l to·go to rHchigan,for ,lec­
tures during Black History ~•onth. ~he ·~ecother <>lso refuse<'! to cooper­
ate .,;ith ue.. Lou hi;ld l'ln '<>dditinna t· tnsk ·o£ ·c?Trying auite ;;o bi>t of 
i:Mterii't .. for· tlj.P. d;rpeci;o.l l'r.chives· di.splcoy l>eck to Detroit· •. _· Th.e ., •.. 
snc:r;sto·rm eo·"··tithstancUng,· some beC~uti.ful -youngc :Biecks r'l_i¢1, b_r;;tve.-th~. 
sto:ttrf to ·come· ~o: li'U •to hea-r Lou untler our ·.o·m sponPorship ... J!or. ·" · 
chani;je the routlh· End of· ·T:'eh. 1.'l ce~r:t:ied ·a "(Uite ·f~vorab1P. -interv-1e·~ 
''~ th··t.ou. · ·.:· ··· · · ... ;., · · .. ·. r ·· .. ,.. .· • 
·. ·' 1\'1-l::thts .is onl.y h:>:l£ the story. ;jnqe thi.s extrr.o :·r.oct:Lvity 

... 'on the''book cofneitlet'l '·Yith .thP.· ·f,.ct th:>t· ·I, for ~ ·.change,. h.i.t ,.the .... 
Ceil~ rig <'nd ;.ske'l tlte l·ocnl.s ·to ·hold off' re,Ciing· the 2·16 le1;.t.er--.to 
the. follo·~ing •·•ee'k ·•hen I ·-roul.<'l sP.ntl a ... , • BAc:>use 1 forever \ook 
-~ nto the :rh:i.l.osdh; c-h l.stori c ml rror · •hen cony of our pr,;ctic" 1 ··tork ; s 
the ~ssue, J •·•<'s FO ur>P.et bv ·the looseneFI' of express;.on in !:he '''"Y 
the -~ord "ne·~" ·~<>s used, th"': :r oracti.c'.'t ly stopped P"'ying "ttention 

. to all ':he •,•ork th:>t ''"'s rel<"':et'l to ':he · "''I!I"J(Ji're<><'ling, inneYing, bi.b- . 
· 1 ~ ogrl'phv .on the ne··• hoolq :r pr;.ct:i.c", 1 y needed to be 'lr01gge" to t~'ke' · 

.. <"ny ti.P.e out from mv , .. on ? 111. in ort'ler to check a' t the corrections 
. 'on the ·book, an<'l in. "<loi ':ion :>oorove !:h"' selections m,.o:le for t:he 
.·~rchives ""hibl I: ion. "'o me ·•h"'t: ''"s of the essencP., not a lone of the 
·.t··•o letters involver, ?'6 ana 2 11', bu~ ·•hether ·•e Pre ra,l.ly oract:l.-
cing nevl!r sepl'r:>tlng ohnosophy from revotutiou, prnctice from theory, 
stage of.-cogni ':ion from pracise chPr,.ct:er of. the r'ltol ly ··•ork ··e <'!o. 
"'ru':h to te11., t:o me the most Pr,.ct:ic"' st:eo ~n ':h11t '? 16 letter-- the 
crel'tlon of"' single hu11et:in ··•hic'lt ··ould be >!bl.P. t:o present the 
essent~"''s of. the •·•hole hor'!y of ~·"'r,..ili't-"tum,.ni!!t: lr'le>~s, ·•oulCI mean 
nothing i.f l.t ·•;>s C<"rrier'l out ;os " merely pr.,ct:ical eyperirnen':. 'T'hi'lt 
~s •·•hv - "nr'l ':he horrih'e ·•anther ccome t:o "seu'lge the he<ot of my 

.··"'I&sathfac':;'on a!: not hP.ing abl.e to hott'l the !'1E:'\ on ""eb. ll.until 
Feb, 17 -- 1 sti 11. began the ·•hol.e orePent~Hon_ to the 1FJB by readinq 
'the "'eb, l.l. l.etter as the f.i.rEI: noint: on the <'g,end<". !?lel'se re11d 

· .·. cl'1refu1.ly ':hP. mi.nut:es of. the "E~ meeting, both t:he full presenl:ation, 
an~ thP. <'liscuPsion. 
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The result '1M! " un>'nimous ;>pprov<"l of " ~ peci;ol Bulletin to be 
issued '4hich :Inc tunes, 1\ 'C'h" tr:>nscript of my speech of l/27-::! 

1
3 

<~S •tel:t as.the·reprint:of my " 1 !n-~•emori<om" i:or Ch>'lrles Denby.2&l;J~n~~o--. 
repor~' of Ne.-~s::"' _ J:oe:!!:1;.~l!' :<'s_ 't'hQorylP_recti.c'} -~~-- th-> _ 19.3~.-.as· convention. · 
3) t1i1te's''r'al;)oi:'t' 6n Llvlng- ~--J:chives· to -the ·speci>Jl cl<~sses· of: l<'st. 
rpr5.ng. -~-' OliJ"' s -report: on • !omen 1 s Liberation, the rumma_ry of-,<! 
Dec<> de/ to i~h'i'ch 'i.e' to be added "n addH! Oltl'' p<"rl"grcoph' on the curren_t. 
a eerie." · •P. 'il1.sci' p;.ssed ~·-motion 'to· ?.s'k: · L~ to· do the techn_ica 1 "ork on 
the' bulletin l'lnd for 'l'ne·• to C'esign a cover. 

-:·mnng the ne 1 things that 
h"ve .come into the office is t~ichelle' s revi<>•• of "~L''LI<t" ·ohich is 
in Hyo<>ti<' >'ft.;,r < long c'lelny. 't'he office ··~s gl~d to report th?t 
t•·•o ne·r ·e'ub'E< •4ere sent tn· bv peo'f)le- •·1ho h,;ti 1'tten~ed ;the : 1

?.7- lecture. 
'Lou· imnouncel'! •th'tt ·t'he ·t-CflT·- st\!d~' group· in the .Bl,.ck conununity on t;pe 
'Test '!":!'de ·oJft:t·begin' thi.s>.coining Tuesd<~y. Ftir -r·•D, 't'erry, r-:u--anne <~nd 
Neda •-iil:jl ·be al)t.>et>ring on " l?anel ·in Chic,.go. · :tlean•·•hile l'usie 
•·•i 11 · sp·ei.k -before the·'Mi'ch1gan ••omen 1 s· r:tudies meet~ ng ·in l'pri 1 on ·: 
~ay,.~: ! ···-·: : •. , . . . .. . ~ . : . . ;. . . . . 

· F'i'n~lly,· -•-•e are ->Ill looking fcir·•a-rd to 312J, because .it re;>lly 
·a~as ~~~--i>'r ___ b~th ·;;:;'fi_rs~· in''the' s_ensl! :In ·•·thich ,.-n 'establH;~eil 'Unive:sity_ · 
is ·takin rP.spons ibD.1tY·'-for cre,.t'ing t:he: forum for .1•r.rx1st-Hum,.n11;1m, 
<>rid be'Ca se tt ··•fll' s·igni.fy -~:~ractly·•·•h"t ··7P. aim ;for in·:another, .. •~Y-:. •.· 
•·•ith;~fl\;it·!"pedat:··Bu'l.letin· that ·.presents M<trxifi't-Humc>nism <"S <' s:lngle. 
body.ofddeas that hPs contributed in >~ most original .-.;.,y to uncb.C!Jn- •(·_·_ 

'·i ng ''tlie ''dia l.ecti c ;' · -~e eYpect ·:to hl'l'fe' our --b · ·. photograph.;rrs like ~:lari 
· ··· f.l:cinl':the~ziV -Area· and M<~rv from NY 'to ·re-cord -this even~.- r.nd the:y .: · 

· ··•ill-'of~olirse' be ·joined hy coll\r;,~es from "number ·of l.occ>l.s ... 
'·-;·1. ·v o,~J- ,, -,~- :. ,_·· _,._ ''· 

; .. -.··. 
'.-. Yours,· 

-~ .. ' . :J: '•(' . r' • : '·. ':. ,-o,.ya ,, .. .. ' ; -~. 

'•' 
:. ·.' 

•,·' ,,.• -·r : .-:. . . :. 'ol 

r:. ~= . 
.. : ..... . . 

. : '•. . .'\,. 

·, ; .... . ' . .( •' .. 
.. , ... , ,. 

; .• 

· ... 

,, I - ·---! 
l 
I 


