hareh 21, 1984

Dear Fpiends:

_ As we near the end of the classes and annroach the Call for
. the Convention; ws recelved A Letter Irom Ieter which has so many
points that we all face as we sum un the series that we have decided
to send a copy to each local, Here is a rart of it
Dear Raya:

I think this is ag good a time as any to put down some
thourhts on the development of the local and state of the on-
going class series, not so much for their own sake, but within
the context of the stape reached with the new 19412/50 hiners
Strike pamphlet., Your contribution to its second part "answersg"

80 many questions I have had about the development of our class
series, that I want to discuss them both here as a unit,,.

.- Faxr too often philosophy is still discussed by us as a mere
subjective concern of ourselves that needs to be "connected" !
to the objective/subjective situation rather than that which
emerges, and is emerging, from the historical process itgelf,
.The Clasgses; in & word, have once again illuminated our great

Gifficulty 'in putting philosophy and the concrete torether.

Because that is the reason for our lack of orpanizational
growth, I feel the new 1949/50 Iiiners strike pamphlet is the
- most important document we have received in a long  time, for it
..8pells out the method of our organizational re-orsanization.
' Of all our writines on our political/philosophc development,
your draft of Fart IT is the first time we have so concretely
shown what ig the Y € theory to practice
as pathway to social revolution. :

While the pamphlet will appear as"history* to some, this is
clearly the tvpe of history that is a revelation of the metho-
dology by which philosophy becomes concrete...

o Peter is then most concrete not only on the question of
v the 1949/50 vamphlet but the entire question of methodology, tightly
. bound with one-to-~one work with new participants in the classes, so
. that we assure the pre-convention discussion on a very high ground,
;. Along’with such a new point of departure, the REB was concerned with
.- how that is, in turn, inseparable from new aspects of News & Letters
- . thet will develop with the move to Chicago., Indeed, because we were
- animated by just thst aspect, the trip Andy and 0lra tool to West
;- «Vireinia was related to the Lead for this issue of the maper, 1In
... this. context of reletines everythine we do to methodolosy, to the
“49/50 pamphlet, to the Convention, Zugene in his report of the trip
%o Chicago .i0 search for an office went beyond any sinple issue of
-'M&L and developed, instead, the whole question of new aspects of N&L,
. FPlease be sure to read both reports, not only for information, but for
o -projecting an all-rounded view of your experlences in the classes and
- - Yyour-view of how you ecan use the vamphlet as the concretization as well.
- a8 the outreach for integratins philosenhy with activity. -

- ; Thus, we elso received a letter from Frank, on Fart II of
. the pamphlet, asking whether we would ret e view of the ramphlet ag a
: :._‘totality before actual putlication, Andy will be completing the Iinall
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' dféft of hig Part I as soon as he finishes the Lead for this issue of
N&L, and will te sending a copy tc Raymond and to Frank.

‘ ‘ The RI5 minutes .speak fsr themselves on nther parts of phe'
agenda; but I do wish to call special attention to that part of hike's
report which dealt ‘with the ads in the NYRB, The Nation and The Guard-
ian, not only in terms of the wide audience they reach but what we
will do in our one-to-cne work with these ads.. Also, please note in
Meda's répor't on Ann Arhor that the kiddle .Eastern women's liberation
group she' has there have expanded their interest 4o attending harxist-

Aumaniet classes in Detroit,

. ; Finaliy. ior.qp} final class ih.pﬁtrgit.on.ApriL i, we in-
tend riot only to create the type of informal discuseion anfterwards,

over a pot~luck dinner, but - relate it to the soon-to-be-issued
Convention Cail, I balieve this should hold true for 'ell ‘the locals,
so that it is not only we who make no separatinn bYetvieen clagse& and
activities leading to the Convention, but’ the periphery that.hgs been
- cereated around the classes on g karxist-~Humanist body of ddeas’ -like-
oo wise will wish to: continue with helping to. prepare’ for the Convention
. discusgion... - .. : ' : ' :

H -

‘Yours, .

Réya




K. on{g of 'how he wanted Correspondence to speak to "our members.
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Desr Raya, ¢ ({L - @fﬁf DS/I?:C: (o Wé%‘?

. I think this is as good a time as any Lo put dommp ..os.u_ t‘murr‘*.t- on WL
the development of the logal and state of the onvoin&[class aG]iEB, n
for their owvn sake?but (ithin the context of the stage reach
with the ne - ners--Strike- pamphle our co ibution to its
second part "answers" so many questions I h e had about..the_developgent
of our class series, that T want to discuas%ghpm both_hgzi‘as a uniEfSaar

| M"’

The classes, as L _am sure vou can see, are nroceeding with prgat
d%Lfi/cnlty. We have @ been at a loss for input from the "outside"
ough clearly we have not involved as many ne as we would have
liked. e have bheen able to involve severalinew vo and_women, ‘e ach
of whom:holds som fanizational rowth, For the most part
our visitors are 1 ced-and new to -
fé‘g

making it hard for them to speak! xprpqsiVﬂly the nids of sp int
and axtensive a class as this, it is n
more experienced comrades, who haVe not met the challenge o ese clas

in their discussion, ™“hile we have had several fine presentations, for
the most part discussion is "off the cuff", without the kind of rigorous, |
philosophic thought, diving that convinces one that the trilogy of revolution.
is being grasped. &E&ere is digeussion at the meetings on ongoing activities,
the struggles from Below, the movement from practice: g : L
disunssion-on the importance of philosophy and the(hes ﬂ'—_b
deas, ete, But it is as if the twoqlgzigide-by—-s ﬁﬁ' without speakingm,
IELﬁﬂQngg It is not just a question 3?"fEE“HIEEiEGIE?‘Ef’ngﬁg“““u”
oncrete and total nd the same time: it is much more a question:of
¥V how we understand the\method which the movement 'from practice'is met
- />by -serious revolutiona; ar too often philosophy is still discuss
- by uﬁgas a mere. subjective cdficern of ourselves that needs to be 'conn
to t objectTVET?ﬁ%TE%EiVe situation rather than that which emerges, ‘and
.- is -emerging, fromithe historical process itself, The Classes, in a wor
have once again illuminated our great difficulty in putting philosophy
and the concrete together. _ ) :

A

Becanse that is the reason for our lack of organizational gsowth 7,
I feel the new 1949/50 Miners strike pamphlet is the most important" docum nt
we have received in a long time, for it spells.out the method of our & ™ ;
organizational re-organization., Of all our wrjitings on our -olitical/
‘philosophic development yOur) "draft of Part 1T is the
80 concretely ghowm what e precise GEEELQC relating theory ‘to .
practice asopathway to social revolution.g

While the pamphlet will appear as "history' to some, this is: c;aarly.
the type of history that is a revelation of the methodology by, which =
philosophy b-comes concret I found p icularly helpful Lhe v . :

¢Eﬁ;ng=aph_yhich beging wit¥ the miners® creating Wew

D ends with how you developed that into the absolute opposite of auto=:

‘mation, the naew humanism, From the very beginning there is no doubt abo
the indispensability of the theoretician once that theoretician is rooﬂed
in the struggles from below, It was thus even more striking to see h
it waa precisely that which was the point of division not alone bet
JFT WP, but between Johnson and Fofzst, The quote from CLR Ja

. .friefids only" rather than to the Amerilcan masses illuminates his.

- 'of thaoretical responsibility for revolution sharper than anythi
read before, As against his reduction of the Tendency's Pe:apectiv
to auprivata, "{nner" concern you were compelled to face bo he*
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,,,concerneng ‘the classes, is because all too often it is precisely a
- counter-posing of the movement from practice to '‘philosophy" without

o) YL

/
and the objective situation of Stalin's death armed with the theo
work of preparing Marxism & Freedom, This reached its fullest expression

- in the 19533 Letters on the Absclute Idea where you now dug Intc the

to the objective/subjective situation of 19534 {fBy the time we get to the
penultimate paragraph on p, 13 we see how it/was oz;gggglgzgg%g_hing_gf_
that met the movement from practice with its eoret expression.
8, you saw in Paragraph 575 of Philosophy of llind that practice
"jmplicitly contains the Idea', signifying that there is a movement: from
practice, You then see in Paragraph 576 how philosophy is the '"subjective
cognition'" of that new stage reflected in thought., But unlike Lenin
(much léss a CLR James) you do not stop there but go right on to paragraph .
577, where we have "the unification of the two--theory and practice,
objective and subjective." Only then are you able to explicitly designate
the character, the content, the novelty of the movement from practice: THAT:
IT IS ITSELF A FORM OF THEORY, That is what -glves birth te M&F, In

other words, it is only after capturing philosoony, not just as "subjcctive
cognition' but as objective?subjectira_ “whose “actual ground and inner

fullest logical conclusion of the legelian d;a;ﬁgtic in strict relation

persistence is the notion" that the wvery beiny of the novement from practice

gets discerned, It illuminategthat to meet the movement from practice when

it is a form of theory the revolutionist needs to be armed with that single ;

dialectic which emerges from history as well as from thought,

Why T say part IT of the pamphlet "answers" so many questions

‘the two meeting that is our problem, Far too often "philosophy

;presented so abstractly as to sppear inner, subjective, a concern on
ur; part that we are trying to

'connect"” to  the struggles from below, .:
when that is our standpoint, we don't achleve ‘the ‘neaded”
preciseily.-becauge the newcomers_don't see the: ideas

“ag express Ve of._themselves, If we are doing to achieve the kind"of‘ it

-lorgaaizational growtﬁ we need at this stage, then we are going to have

of objective and subjectiwgethat
Grasping dialectic as concrete

Fi)

That is also why I thagy’ though implicitly, that the pamphlet apella

‘,‘out our unique contribution to organization., I may be wrong, but T am
‘beginning to think that the reason Lenin couldn't break from the- party

N '1@

/. day remains an inner, subjdctive concern;

to lead despite his philosophic re-organization was that it wasn't deep
enough to-get to paragraph 577, He simply did not sgsee '"the notion"

him, Instead, philosophy remained "private'« JThase who 1Ike CLK James:
turned away even from the highpoints of Lenin Surely didn't do any better:
whether or not they “broke" with the party to lead (and I have never been

‘able-to figure out whether CLR ever didl). Philosoph{ tob to this
ains

" or..philosophy assthe unity of subjective and o?égctive as concrete fot

'"a{ himself up as the

-contribution to organ zZAatiot “f00

Ffor the single dialactical process emerging from histo
" ‘by ‘meeting the movement from practice with it, therebg developing: . us'as:
organizers for social revolution, It is cleay from the last two. para aphs
of .your draft that everything the committees achleved in creat ?
“relation of practice to thegry, whether that be CD as editor
1zed form of organization QEQM&F itself, came out of the 1953 breakthro gt

st~ w L_efbv/@’
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“mel odology surely .isi*t easy, but absorbing the history you have discloaed .
*in“the pamphlet can give us direction for becoming practicing dlalectici 4
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on the Absolute Idea.and how you concretized it with the ereation of
Maws & Letters Commie¥sse, Instead of digeoussing '"how to unite nhilesophy.

MNEWD A5 NG WLk

to organization'@s Afiwe were probing into that question from t he vantage:
point of g_xgig;‘T-ur pamphlet makes it clear the conerete " of labor

‘s needed today in order to mee the challenge df our perspectivea.

Y&ﬁ(lﬁ That is why I also feel some reference to our work after M&F is
needed in Part II. So concrete has the truth that no reVolution can
gucceed without a dialectical relation of practice to theor{ become that
{3 i9we need more of a feel for its todayness. 1 know the pamphlet has to
K *be concretely focused on 1949/50, and cannot go akipping around, but
) te =

P A Ffootnote that saysr~
this un que me of relating practice to theory which gave birth to
M&F meant not alone the creation of a book, but a revolutionary methodolo
that our age of goured revolitions have over and over again shown itse

in dire need of, .as shown nowhere more brutally than in Grenada, where
the counter-revolution emerged from within the very revolution itself
once the masges' ideas did not hold counsél in the very corridors of

the revolutionary™ Leadershipe-can be a way of showing how obiective is
Marxist-Humanist methodelogy, For what was hit upon methodologically

in writiing M&F 30 years ago is precisely the form of theoretical pre- .
paration for rrevolution which all revolutionists haveto internmalize today. . [

n addition, I have one other suggestion: o:§2%=ip when you say "they { :
correctly predicted split" it is not clear 0 whether "they'" refers

to the SWP leadership or the rank-and-file-workesa; this would have to

be stated explicitly,
/ P 7 AL

M. I am sure that this pamphlet so illuminates what exactly is our roleua
48 an organization today that discussion of it will £iTT pre-convention '
discussion bulletins és well as\the floor of the Convention itself, The:
fact that the convent months earlier than usual this year, and

"the Center is in themiddle of belng burdened with moving, demands that .
o e_plicit call if not demand that all pre-convention material be sub- %

5 18 essential, or else we will once ag=in
' bmitted 10 days before convention, Could such
a "reminder" be strongly stated in the Call? Here in LA, we are making -
glans to lighten the work of the Center by issuilng at least one bulletfn 4
y ourselves, and we are encouraging serious contributions by all the

E before April 7)arrives, however, we are trying to see 1if we Iy
can oOvercome some O e difficulties.we have encountered in these claas‘
Thus e will s eak Sunday on Clas and I will prepare some comments; ' g
in discission on P an how it illuminates ¢ uniquenesr ™

2.8 : TOME R s (achedulir J;

g—Eor-cTaginh

m d against combining’
ashee% poin{ediout to the comradesdthat # ¢ W A
0807 of revolution in permane An can e_compart-~- i
: ' p ' s, while Michelle wiII ;
X Dale will give a sub-repo . not‘on WLM, But on how Marx's
P 1ibsoph of revolution-inpermanencg has come to 1ife in the history .of
ourcorganization (I will speak in discussion on the new papag? N
Ori in of the Family added to RLWLMPR), For Clags eight, ini

ving. the complete presentation.as ori inally nusgasted 5 ~ELN
a shor report _on chapter 11 and I w give a prenantacion summing: WA
u e classes and what wa mimed to achieve from thcm. Thie, along ",
with .some one-to-one work with the newvisitors, 1. ove, will mean we wi-

enter pre-convention discussion on HIGH GROUND, .




