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Jan, 11, 1983 

Dear Friends : 

Both yesterday's regular REB meeting, centering around the next 
issue of .!lli!:! on th,e rr;arx centenary, and the '!':xpanded REB Jan, 1, 1983, 
which re-created t1arx aa a totality, not only on the question of 'tril­
ogy of revolution", (i,e, how the dialectics of revolution disclosed 
itself in M&F, P&R, and RLWLKN)but also as somethnng that each and ev­
ery one of us needs to work out by practicin_g :individualism which 
lets nothing interfree with its universalism, i.e. freedom'', are more 
aasily aa1d anct written about than done. Nevertheless, that is exactly 
the taek that we must all meet before and after the national tour as 
preparati•n for the nat~onal gathering on Labor Day weekend, That is 
so because we are now challenging the entire post-Marx Marxism, It is 
not that the proof of that will reflect itself in some historic mir­
ror, Rather, it ia that the immediate, urgent rush upon all so-called 
Marxists is to celebrate that Marx centenary by degrading it to a 

Celebration, Therefore, may I please call to your attention what we . 
did in 1970 when the 100th anniversary of Lenin's birth and the 200th 
of Hegel's co-incided, We were certainly oppressively aware of the 
fact that .we couldn 1t.numerically, compete with what the Stalinists 
were doing to pervert that anniversary, especially when it comes to 

. · _ philosophy, Nevertheless, precisely because we were well-arm_ed thee-. 
~·etically we were able to appear both to what was then the New Left · 

. philosophic journal, Telos, and to the super-academic HSA _as the.tl1l-e. 
1~1+"~·· ... _,_,, e{Cponeilta both o.f-cMarx-ics-.. a:nd of Hegel' B revolutii:mary dialectic, _Mo~if­

over,'·that 'chapter on. Lenin appeared in PraXis in Yugoslavia. -In 'a . 
word, it was no longer possible, aa it had been in the 1950s when !'f&F 

.. came out, for the Communists and Rubel to appear as the only contend_e,rs .. 
·to be expounders of Marx's Marxism, . . · ·-._-

A ''coincidence;: helped us _this 
. Y:ear to stop them from playing their game of making me into a no~..; .. _ 

person by the fact that, being a woman, and it being both the cente11ary 
. o.f.J'I(a:x::x .and .International Women's Day in March, I have been invited .. 
to everything from Third \lorld confer ences to IWD days to speaki'ng · · 
ori Marx's greatest theoretical work, CJapital,as it was further 'devel., 
oped. in t:arx' s new moments, . · · ·-
:-·-_ · ·_ · ·_ ·The one point that still seems to be hidd,en, · .. 

and :that, ironically enough because it seems so obvious, i,e, .eo fam-.- ·-__ 
iliar· as to _be taken for granted, is the need for action, philosophy . _ 

· ·. as action without which the meaning of the immediate is just not :ris­
ible.whataoever. For to get the meaning one must know how to elicit 
its: profundities from the actual movement from practice that is itsoel:l:-/•:·•''<• "'i~ 
a form of theory. 

' o. .Aiong with this letter you will be getting both ~:tte· · · 
presentations and the minutes from the F.xpanded REB which also co_n-: , · ·· 
tain the proposal for transforming the Plenum into a Constitutional · · · 
Convention. which you should now please vote on, 

Yours, 

Raya 



.: REB i .. inute.s of bn, 10, 198J 
Present1 A~a, olus Felix l••artl.n, Co-editor, and Diane as sitter-in 
Mrenda1 .I :• 'Ma,t:ch issue of r:&L as special IY.arx Centenary issue, and 

as continuation· and further development ·of the Jan-I•'eb,. issue which 
... ·.J•ill -ca.x:!l:'y the ex'P,a.nded "Who We Are" statement and· proJect '.'Trilogy · 

·ot revolution"· .. _..,: · · · . · · · 
· tl•'F:ur'tlher 'Ramifications O'f th~ Expanded REB of Jan.· 1, 198:3 
III '01'l!l'o·intt·Ac-tivitiesl Report by ·~:ike. ·' 

IV G&lv .• : .. : 

.. - . ~-fl-' 

J•,• ,: . ..... . 
_,. . 
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RT::B 1/ll/BJ -- pap.-e 2 

. • \'ihe·n you· coul?le that with the spec.ial motion th::-•'- was propc-sea 

. av .~he Jan, 1: Expanded REB on the transformation of the nlenum into 
··" Consti t\lll.ona:l Convention, we can really 1'ccl the exdi tement that tte 
·ne.west ,member :;;s well as the old will surely be seen on the ·ground :d.oo.r 
. ot ~'.arxist- Humanfsm, ·t-98). 'The key -tci e-.rerything is that" !ndivid­
uali :;m which lets nothing interfere with 'its univer salisni' ne eds 
Pri!.ctice by everyone this crucial yea:i-, (Raya also singled out. severa. 
of the ol. d issues of ~L • For examnle ·,Jan. 1<162 had the SJlecial fnip­
plement ·on Mao: 'Feb. ha-1 the sr•eciat··al!tl.cle on the role .. ot: ·~omen l.n· 
revolutions, on Natalia Trotskvo. May 1962 ha'd th·= article from Afri.ca · 

·.as well ·as' "'L~. In. a "'ni:d, ?1362 •<tas hoth' the Africa ye·;u ani long··:befii:'e 
~··IL •.oias :b ·m~,~~nt, .. ·~e had raiseq ·.thaj; question. on disarmament,;· which 

ca~led.,tbe "grand· ilJ..usion"(TY', p.S), it "'as :clear that ·~c had ·op·; 
tme·.,.,. . nel't staqc. ,, .. 

. · . , 1'963 ·1·s especially cruc'iil.l· !'or· us now ]?eoause that i.s ... 
·~;·-:6· .. ~'~·~·'.m-a.=teria1.,ize.a·:?-.cor and whereas the t1 tle f.or 1 t we.a the Emanc.l.paj:iv .. ,. ,,. .. 
. .c i?n, 100 · years:·a:t:ter; ·1 ts subheading still holds: "the. ~til~; 

rev'el:utioi1J". ) · · · · · 
::• :·:~ . . 
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~EB; why· I:_ made· ~:--c~t~goty d,t ,.t:h~t _quest~.Q~ th~t 'j;hey ·.we;-~ as impor.,. 
tant .. to: t]l~~ :~p~~t~l)g·"as -th.ose )'lh,O have .li;:.r.ed. -t:hrough al1.:tm;~e boo~s, 
and why~ no:t•as any. sort.'O:t'.flatta:;;y r· insist that they•are· crucial. 
to '9rganizat1on$1' grow:t~,~- .to.'p!li,los.ophic· 9-evel~:Pnie:r1t. and that ·thfs :ts 

·· _a. truly ~iStoi;-1~ OPii9r'f.):iii~itY"·;to 'be on tl).e grou.rid _fi<lor·. for Marxist-. 
·Humanism,· tga:;! ··LoBk'· agai:'li· in '\;he mirror, not." the ego mirror, but the 
···historic mitfor ·" · ·. · . . ·· r · · · · . : " ' • · · 

'. '··:.~.'··!'!'.~:··. · .. ·.~_... . ·' .· . . 0 

. ·.,....·. G81' ... · . "····· 1 .. . . . J. v : . .. . . .· .. 
, I • ' ' . 

oori'VeliJ~di'1.:06.PM;' :iid6o\U1]ed· 9~45 ·t>M 
': ! I :J • •': ·,': ' • ;, ,J '.';Oo o •: 

Mel'tt~Dg ·.-. 
'""' t •• ': ·' 

~ ... ~ 1/'j '·:.:~·:. -:.'· 

. J .: -::~.~ .. :··:· 

t, .• 
··~. 

.·. 

..• 
•" 

. . ·: 0. 

. , 

. ·.- ... ,. 
0 ... , 

• ~ o I f I •' .. , 

, . 
.. •' 

. . ~ 

~-. . ~ 

'· 

. ' . 

., ; . 
' 

..... . : . :. 
..... 

1 • ••• .. :' .. ,. :' 

' . 
,, 
. . .. 
. ' 

. ·'' -· 

' . - . 
:·.·. 

,.•. 

... 
,' · .. 

... 

_J 

. . . " . ,,. 

:•· . .... . . 
'. 

- ,·: 

·.,'"": ·~ 
,!, ... 

·' 

.. . ;• : 
.'! 
, 

.. ' ..: .. 

.. 
.. ,. 

. ·. 

.... · . . . . 
··· .. ... 

···•· . '··. 

. ,., '· . 
... _ 

:•; 

'· ., . ~·· 

,• ·.:: 

.. 
.. 
'. 

I • 

·,' 

-.. 
•. 

;, 

. . ~ .. 

. . 
' 

! \• • 
. ... .; 

·:··· ' .. 



I :. 

I 

'i ' 
I 
I 

I 
i 

REB !i£ETING, JANUARY '23 1 198) 

Presentr" .All but Denby, excused, includinp. Felix· ~:artin, Diane as 
ai tter-in. · · 

.Af-e!'Jdaa I, REtlatinl!' Part III of· the ~:ew Book to.,;·IL with the coinci­
dence ·o:f !i.arch :for IWD and the !i.arx ·centenary, 

II.· The -Marx· centenary issue related· to National and Int'eri:;" · 
national. tours, ., 

III, Ongoing Activities and' :future issu~~·Qt N&L, 
. IV, G&W, ' ' . . ··.· . .. . 

I • Ray~ said. that. the reaSQn. she wanted .. to relate' all points of. the ... 
agenda as one, and what rela-ted all, :three po~nts, was the ''the :future ., 
in :the present,, not as prophecy, but as t~e enerf.'izing princ~ple tha'!' 
make.s it. P9Ssible to elicit what comes both from 'practice an~ f:JtOm.' : 
the.ory, .wh&n that "energizing principle" is Marx• s concept, ~hus, · 
i'l; is .l}Qt;.j\ls'l; '!;he coincidence. n:f the month o:f March as both tile 
MaJ?.X:'f?E!ntel'!apy and !WD, but ·the actuality of the new book whioh makes · 
;t:-possibJ,e.tQ relate, as o:f at "nee,. Part III to both Part I' and · 
Part II, · .. ~pr',example 1 the relationship of phi;!.osophy·.aild reality 
where:!loial;:;c~i::~l::::::thc:!:l::g;;'::: disclosure o:f .. the contradictions both 
in thou{!'ht ~d in :fact reveal the to tali t:y o:f IV:arx 1 s Humani am ~s ·a new 
:·beginni~, :For example; take the very fir'st yeats of,:.i-iU'x's break 
with bourgeois society, laJI.J~!I-4 1 . In his first Essays there is no 
separa iuionomics 'i;md philosophyr private property. is op- ·.-

me:~el:1: i:lcfavor o;f',.,~Qtl'!er f'orm· o~·:·Pr~Jiilrty but·- as ail op-. 
.have" to a'·'tq,_be"r.' .the qom~!Jant class-struggle, . ·/ 

·"=~ .. lb~-~tl~·E ~~o:~ther strul!'glef!, ·at ·once_ named itself "a new Human- . 
~~~~u~I~ dealt with a.most fund~~ntal relationship of 
'11 is this which has led us to call D·,arx' s philosophy of 

_discovery of .a whole··. continent of thought and of 
this is not the young Marx.alonel. i:t is ·exact ... · ... 

, 'ruffY ci"ve.l.oped; in ·t~e last. years o{ i;lis · ------ · 
.:('r_om predictinf>; the possi.bili ty of a r!!V:Olu-

the · technologically .. advanced IVe s:t to so!!'l!lff 
... for.revolution throughout. ·histor.Y.o ... eYe!J a~ his 

· ,i!s":'no:t just an af.!'a~nst but the total freeing of . 
. .inaker' of history. 'rt ·iS this- which periiteates 

which so 'tif.!'htly connects with. RcH!a· Luxelnbilrg 
L~~~~~~~~: :tlltaox•ist and activist that )ler unknown .feminist di- · 

c.r.-:'<;.·-nlen_ sion E as separate :t';rom but integral to the' ·res~u_ctiU'-
of: sooiety on· totally new )luma~;~ foundations, which is the aim' of 

to clay ' s WI.I'I;. . -• ~-
. · It is from the :vantag,e point of this kind o:f totality th!lt 

. -have tc.J.ook at all the· concrete. events ·in the .Q:rganiz.!lti~n, . Thus, 
. orders that came into thl! .office from the .Anthropolo.gy Con­

,.f'e~~n<:e .names were new. in that they. were accomp)31lied by requests for 
o:t our Constitution, and there was n9 di.vision between "poli-

and "philosophy." There are. new developinents in our WL-N&L com­
§i'~< ... ~~.l~,t1~~.e~ in all tlie locals, whether that is seen in the new W;L group in 

is beginning a study f:'X'OUp around the new book as preparation 
to'ur there -- .11J1d that is. r.lso ·-q-ue in the Bay Area, where·:: 
· cho~en a magnificent title for my lecture to the Feminist,· 

. " On 'the Mar·: Centenary -- ll'•arx' s Relevance to Women's ·Liber-

. ation1 the Black Dimension and the Tiiird World Today " 1 or whether· 
· it is se.en in the fact that suzanne • s paper on LUXe.mburg and MargiU'e.t'_. ~ ._ . 

Pul],eras hidden fl'om philosophy will be presented. in. Ohio, or in the 
.. .- e}Ccellent WL meeting in D'etroi t last week whicli. will re au~ t !n ·a new 

b~lletin with r-~eda's presentation reproduc'ed in· full.·. • 
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· · 'l l;l~ve .. al.ready .be~n· thi!'1kinll' o.t the ,issuoas of N&~ :f'rpm, · , 
now right through to the Convention in relation 'to all the,.pew acti­
vities~· The·Mareh issue w~ll be a· very special one revolvin~ about 
:the centene.ry·~I!Jld ·we have ·a.lready. annotinced the. many spEiqial features 
that will .. hold~ ·r.: kept thinlting of so many .otl:iers; for. that. issue that 
it is clear some may have to be for later issues , ·and will"actually 
be better the.~.~-· ~hu.!'l! .. I hav!' . a11l,ce.d. An~y, to· prep!l,Te .a reviel_'l of a new 
book on r:ebsi" which would be ·excellent for ·a lli!.Y. issue that· could be 
a special on "J.abor"-t arid .!ll!!:l2. mie:ht become a special on ''Woman's 
Liberation"-.i.f we. could have a report o:r what developes on t)le tour, 
as )Yell as.:·:~omi:!~h'ihg 'arquhd suziinne~·s m·eeting''in 01-i'io, And' r•ve a·sked' 
~U~~191: _.to::~r~a·~·?.c the ~;~ue-o~co~f! -1!-l!d -t~e. 2nd In~' 1 •. ···Th~. Bla;ck dlmen': 

,l:ias .' !le'come. a· very specta1 concentration- and be66me s-· directly re­
late a. t.o the MarX· cen'j;enary,-·:'botli fi<om·the no'\;e I received :from-the' · 
Black·. prof.(lssor: at UCLA who: had· sent me a: ·report in the·' London Times 
about there"bei.r:tg no less '!;han '80 Internatidhal Conferences devoted . ' 
to'·'the q~{li<enli.t.':llr 'ii.nd :f'rom~:the work Lou 'has been. do.ing -at ;Ann Arbor· 
which is ,;-·esj.t}.:t;l~f. . in. a lecti.ii:'Ei , t~- )J~. s:P.onso~~.d 13y the,-:X1')!'4.c.m studies 
De:p:t. (Ipaael;i, .. Pnfi Black professdr' tliere.';xpressed .. surprise that·.RD· 
)Yas 'riot her~Glt•:·~~hird, World'; :•) It r';~w ap.Pears·'that l :\¥i:l.l•:~e. speclt.:... 
ing on .th .... ~~hii'd Worla" iii ui-.bana; Ann Arbor,· I:P.8"/U'l!,!:Eilest~ and Berke .. 
le~··· .· · .. ,-···\_·:·.;-··!:··. ····. · · · · · ~··:·:·: ·~ ..• -~. · ,: .: 

y '!t.becomes:mor6'and more import~t for us to have a new·edition 
ul' american ctv4lizatiou on Trial oft the p:J;"ess·'by June, which'ca'.n . 
be "il.hnoimced .. at the same time that :we an.r:touiice 'our Convention Call; · . 
Th~t. means 'tbia'l: we: inust place a''March d.eadline on···ail "ideas for. the . 
navi.Int.roP,ugtio~;·~e will pdn;,t'i · Lou hil.s been aslied to·. i!J~bmi t a: draft' 

· :for: sud'tr,'a ;three~page !ntroduction.·by then. · ·.. . ·,,_ :. , . ·. . 
. . .. · '··. :· :· ·. . . ~ ··. , • . ... . Fill!!-l'lY I : Raya. sai!l -~hat 

·Jan/Feli ·N&Ii' just qff' the pre'ss, 'with the First English 
,;,:tt'aJ1sl,ai49n of· Rosa l,.uxemb~g~s~-essaY: ·on ~artinique· il!lS :o~: new_ "Who 

.. ... .~ . .. 

is so· great' and deserves· suc:ll- special circulation 
thb.t ·w?· i~suf b'etween soo and .. lO.c;>,o extra· 

wouldi<appena ·:spe~iaJ: ads for bo-:t;Jt;:-a._ sub 
-ahd····Bend i't out: .. tc-~~m::.."lY---different· audience.er:~·--­

ooncentration"·ori' addresses in.'· ai·i African ._, . . . .. . . 
1··."" * *· . .... . .. , 
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