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Sear Jugens: ' ‘.

Your lettar of the 17th on my osmay on stuta-capitsnmn is both
right” snd ™wrong.' The quatatlion merks around the words, right and wrong,
iz tp denpte tiat they are hot eithar in content, but scme of the ‘queations -
atized havé that yeseno quality, For mnp]a. you aak xhere the state qawmm
thenor pamess fro=, and, bossuss, you and otlier “new’ pecple have come to it :
from Marxist-ioranien( which you corrsatly #ee as more importsnt), you think
that it ie this mevhadology I muet first ernlain, Now, sotually Mareiste
[ewanlsn a6 a asthodolegy which every single one will bs able to "use” will
first come to be Phﬂnwpiv and. Revplution is ocompleted, that is to say,
when the Abseiute 1dem is read "asterialistically’ anl creetively duvelored
in the menner in uhioh Murx did to negntivityr

Thie daesn?t: main we do nothina' until that wew book 15 cemploted,
Quite thy coctrary, snd to prove that, I wiil glve you the of statow
capitalist thoory in the crusizl epodh 194055, and you that led
te Bnrxist HBuoanisn, not vics wersa. You will alsy sve what !.eminthy

shizstive sompulaim,

) © New, then, in 1939 vhen, first the Hitler.Stalin Pact and than
WW IT itsaif brousht no change about in Trotsky's position of "defend tho
Savist Unisn, 8 workers® siste, though degenirate?, the contradistion betwoen
mmm&wwmtw-mmummmmtmsldta
teninism that badu't bsen transformed inte its opposite, Stalinism. I ressster
vlearly that, I falt ab#olutely naized,-theorstically zpeaking, and didntt kmow
how to dars oriticive "The Man of Ocicber® and yet oouldn't help but do so,
sipecially simoe I kad so little an opinion of intellsatucals, lsaders,
politiccs thut I dddntt trust any of these caingorier to undertske it; only
the m;lﬂm vho must ocutinue their sotivity somehow will do it, In @y vase,
I read or rexsid for the miilisnth time Lenin's Stata a ion, and then
added 2 peges and said, more or loss: if tids hmﬁ;n. %%ﬁmm
preatice, ard 65 Lanindsts we think. so, then what iz in Stalin’s Russis 1s
a0ts ‘on the contrary,it is whet Ienin desoriosd as Prussian em.tmpim:lm.
At the sams time, CIRS, who had mors thesrsticel bvackground, said: hese 13
thiz ip uhat it says capitaliczm-i5 and T claim thia is whot is in
Russsa plps, pdédlitically, it is "fascist," Hach, indopondenty did chose the
zane title for their contributicn, “Russia Iz A State Caplitalist Socloty.®

While I was studying the "materisl baze" of Russia through the
rivo Year Flanses] balieve it was the and of 1941 whaa T zot together with
CIAJ end &lse reed & new beok, 5% % and Rewsiution by Herbert Harousa,

The Iirast part on dsgsl neant nothing to me tien, but the second part which
dealt with Marx's Early Eassys opemed & new world to mo, Since I was vary, very
salf-conacisus about my notl krowing philoasphy, I Hidn't #2311 a soul I wes
reading thoes in Russian, and irmediately applied them to Russia, (Indeed,
thoaghtiabor and Zoeiety" wes part of the Russian thesis I had worlted out
eoither in 1543, even earlier since the sconomic part wuas couspletal in 1942,
it was cnly in 1947 during the so=calisd Interin period between 17 and SWP
when I was in Burope that I received a letter from CLRJ which nid they found
the pleca, thought it vperfest® and wure enly changlop the teanclatinon it
the one Grane w23 doing directly fram the Germmn text for a speoisl bulletin,
and were golng to publish it in cne of these bulletins,)

A1 l'.his re philasophy I would call "p..re“ instinet on iy part,
that is to say, I knew ry class struyggle, ro I aluays begen with 1lsbor; Ilnes
foconoeles (CAPITAL; so I astuek %o the laber thoory of ‘mlus, anl, then,
16 ccneretely, concretaly, concreataly, on step et a time; and & very slov step
13930 &t trat, T moved into philosophy, shocked that all this had never boen hrousht
to my atteatlon though &1l ny 1ife I hed bsen a Marxlst revolutionary, and
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4t fivat then dawred on ae that I had never heard LT ssy a gingle word eithor of
Harx's Enrly Esssys or of Lmin's Philosophic liotebooke; in a word, 1t hed weant

. '_notl'dm to his, wuch Juon to the iittle vplzend,

It var anly in 1947 that p‘xﬂoscphy becans imcortunt and it was

1950 baforo I fell enough cunfidoare 4n =ysolf to undertala the twanslstien

of Lamin's W fermthe hoblich, (Neither SWP norxbderiwx
Rusaian Inptituls Tniversity to whon T offered then thought thea
Axpoatant, envugh to vndertaks publicaticn,” '

1947 vas the ysar I wee in “.n'ope and trled to got. 4 held of wil
ﬁ'otak,r.‘.nt c!iuidmwl Chaulisu weemed to o the best find ard I thought he

" xaew phdlosonhys but he Aidatt Mnew Harxlan oﬂommics and, 14 any cass, refused .

out of pride or whit rot to chenge hir positior on "tarcsueratic sollectivisxW,
though he clsimad to ba the sxsot vpposite in his views o theso expeunded

%7 Shaehtosn; It vas a fant, cf coursc, thet there were no sommunicatiors

or ralations ¢f any sort during the war, But this wes postewar and darivg ws
called for, of which Chaulien had w11, Then I camo to ingland and Teny CLiff;

‘he wia suchk atpureuceiounist that he diintt oven wish to use the sconvmic tabies

I had advrsady vurked cut coma years back on the Ruguian econcwy; instuad, he

- went, to bourgeois sowzes. Batides whish tho preponierant slement in his mind:

mthe "mkmrdzms of the Ruzsi.a.n aconcmy, of the Rumian prs_ata.rmt.

o '.mt 5.1; wrﬂ.fl b6 inaorrect, o gy that they (CRATT, Teuckiws, and cmo.m)
" would cppose, or not reeognize at this lain date, the imporiinge of dowsentreliswe .. :

tisn of povar, state power,. No, I balisve they seo that; cnd em politisce they .

" #wa "workess? oantrol of pn-oductimﬂ as casontial and would therefors ™faver a0

sand henee the Workers' Couneils 4n Huasmary. So did the SUP, (though net the
Fourth International!)} The point by 1956.howavm~. besame THE WHDLE MAN, TIE
WHQLE MAN, THE WHOLE MAW, To "sfuse 4 racognize tho {Awmenlmu of Marxism
ot only as the quintwsential ut ap conorele reant to cut youwr throot.
theorstically speakcing, which is what fhoy have donse. |, -
{ Jinish roeusinds nmey

do rot forget the deadline next wesk for your tolumn td by on the Hungarian
Ravalution, 10 yuu'u aftery and alao bying in its affects on thoss intellectuals
who hairdly mentlon it in Eastern Huropa, but nevarihelbss were freed by 1t,

83 witness Suolalist fymanimm,)

Whan workers'! resistance is not only to norms but to ideclogy in the
true Marxian sense of false conseiousness, then e have what we have had evir
sinae the BAst German Revelt., Tha exciting part thera, insofar as the moving
together of thecry and practice is concerned, ls the pericd Letween March »m
23 vhen Stalin died, May 12 amd 20th when I wrote the ldess on Absolute Idem,
starting the yery next parapraph afier Marx breke pff his critique of the '
Hagaelian Dialectic in- Ph*_'l.gsapl'g: of Mind swithout ever knowing thit this wns
whar'e Marx had stopned in 1B4%, and the actusl revelt, Juna 17th, Thoze are
ths erunial datez historicaily,

Factionally, I have aot to this day a clear view of what the hall
happoned to CLRI those May days vhen I wrote the lattera, when Grece away frem
hizs direct domination in IA had maid thosez letlbers vere tho equivelant for

us it lenin's dotes ware in 2515, and when ho sent word I should stick to
“wmtion" as he returned to Fngland %o expand "arinors, iHsnegades and
Cagtawmys® into a study alse of Dickoms and Shakesposyvo (so help ma),

Lo here wo are in 1956 and it s the "h‘s* tins I have written vp
the stateecapitalist theory as T have beceuss, for the first time, it was not
only that, philosophicslly, thare 14c beoan zreal development, but to recogniss
that,when indspendently one comes to theory of state-capitallsn, as Tsushima
did, it simply answers no quastions &t all unlegs it 1o one of & plece with .-
philosephy. And you %he youth have the advantage of starting whers we "ond,m




