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L ' 1= TD Leoture Iv 5/14/60
o woaxn v:sw OF THE NEGRO QUESTION

, We ex"e 'Ee'rting up not only the Organixatimal Inte.;-lude,

Vhapter 9, but alsc the nrigtn of white oivilization, Beaplte
‘»hat fant, I willl nnt hegin with tho hiateric origina elther

‘of oivilizution or of the Negro in his homeland, but an thie
eqn‘:b_inent ~= 1in other wurdé, the. Americe.n Negi‘o. Benauae f;r'om

”.a Marxist Humanist point of view, the aritical and decislve point
always e wha stage of produetion are we in. That determines
the reiatiena of people at production -~ in other words management
- anﬂ Wu*ker, ‘ané many pecple who are not in pruduction, whether
i“it’e etudant or white aollar worker or artist, and who do not
E:like 1o ba plaoed sutaide of th_s ganirael core which decldes
the ty;e ot eoniety vau have, and the type of relatiuns you
rheve. The Iaut is that the other element to thia stage of
'*:prodnntinn - tha oxtra leven --isg provided te make hlstory,
'»the human force besides the working elass 1s that which is
prnvided by the minorlity groupa -- or what is knqwn as the
de‘nationel quostim, wa will get down a little later when we
‘discuas ideoclogies 18 to whether the Negro is a natimal
queet}ﬁn. It used to bes denled, even though 1t is not

denmled now, And therefars both from the p2int of view of

whet is the stage of productlon, and what 18 the necessary
other Ingredient on the human faeter, that is what is proviédd
by the nati-nal questisn in this country i1s this declisive proof
that both of these elements wlll show you the courase of hisbory,.

We therefore must wvlew the question, even though 1t's a world
view of the Negro, In the emtext of Amerlican history, of which

the Neagro is the most Integral part, in fant an indlvlsible part.
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faolpﬁfkarat“aiviaiun will be.Americﬁn Hiétary, the later part of
1t, and sur sscond divislon wlll be the Warld View, Now, unaer
‘Amexdnan ﬁ!ﬁ!x;i history, we will have ¥~ Fron8Lavery to 0ivil
‘War and Resonstruation. That w11l take us appfoximate;y from the
.eirlv 18tlx owntry vhen they began being hrought here as slaves

Jta approx‘maue]f 18?6 when there wis the svu-called gentelemen's
agrsemsnt to withdraw the trogpa from the Bouth, and allow the

o suthern Bourbous t9 re-s8tablish thelr rule.

» e II The Popullet Movement

a théfiﬁéué%rial "oraefa.ar the Worid, That will be the 1880's

et III'The'Heavy'Industry end
deology, whiah will bring us up 9 WWII @nd haove the
10! 1ou1ns nub-diviaiﬂna.
o I-WWI anu the appearance of Garveylsm
sa-'NAABP, Sorialism and the Communist Intemational
.3- 1930's, 010, Trotskyism

,ﬂ%_will not oonslder WWII uatil we aome tns the World View.

0

I Frum Saaver" Throueh Reconstruction

(Rafer to TW on Exelusina. of Negroes warps ninda of whites) Cne
of tha establizhed myths and bourgeois 1dealugies which has nsthing
 tq Ao with the truth is that the Negrﬁ who was brought here was
Juut 80 happy wlth his usster that he was even on the master's slde
when he was supposed to get freedown, In faol, the whole hilsts

of the tegrn in this country, is a history sf Negro Revolt, and
none maIre 39 than t}e period of the slave revolts. This artiele
" which deals with the slave revolt in geneoral, deals not so much

with the pev-lt as XN an article -- a 11+*ile pamphlet of 76 Pages
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.thatiwas written hy a Négré a freed Negrc cal led David walker,
.¢alled "An Appeal to the Colored Peuvle of This Country", And ha
'hau dared take 1ssuo nat only with the whites 1in general, hut
aa higb as the Presldenecy and the President who had written the
Dealaratlsn of Independennc -- Thomos Jeffersﬂn,‘who himeelf had
1saves even thimugh he had written that all men ere créated free and
egqual. And whon he dared gay in his statement " your race prejudice
'ﬂili ybt:wipe you off the face of the earth" -~ just sonsider some-
V&Fbeza ;ﬁ the late 1820's, when the Negro ls Eanaidared hoth doeile
.,And”& ai ave. and aavagﬁ unless we' have damesticatad him or sgmething--'
hat 1t arwatod, tn the oourtry ag a winole, ' Every ﬁouthennLogis-
laturé was;called into session and thers vas a pries on his head.
‘Naturally tha pamnhlet was banned but 1t was a best-aeller, evan

haugh the Negroes who were slaves were mostly 1lliterate they

Jfﬁ:knew-every_gnrq in that pamphlet, Those who ecauldn't read would

g0 43 . Bamebody. wh 2 could, The re ars sd#eral-reasons why 1%t 18 very

_‘:impprtant. First of all, the ideology, the dynamism of ideas that
N céﬁe cut of this David Walker; was far suherisr ﬁc anjthing’that
-exlsted ‘In even the highest, most liberal, most zlorious whites

1n tne wordd that I'm always playlng up ~- the Abolit*onists.

I am always talking about the fant thzt the Abolitionists added

a8 dlmension L2 the Aﬁcriaan eharanier Lecauae the whiie Wew Englarnd
intellentuals sssonriated with the runaway slavea follawing the
North Star t9 freedom. Because they had given up everything to

be the soecial medium £or thils procise struggle for freednom, Now

I want to turn 1% around snd tell ynu that the Negro added thie

dimension to the white, He was a vanguard even in this.




-

_ geveral?.
Not- unti.; 7 years after Wallber's pamohlet did we have the first

- appearanﬂa of the great abolitionist paper "The Liberator" and
A;ts slogan is "the world is my country," 'That 1z ansther great
réi'y fast, hoocsuse here in 1831 Wm..Llloyd Garrison says that
the ﬁatianal boundarles are insufficient t9 glve him a‘eountry.
th is at that point ﬁhen the white intelletuals come toward the
.8truggle that the antual revolt in the Sputh led by Nat Turner and

baf‘ore him Vessey and vefore him gomesne else -~ that tha two forcas

‘(unite ta fcrm the great forward movement for 30 years befors they

i'm.lly a.ohiaved the Yivil War in the U,3"

g Tn fhis tmgglr the women r both the whit.e women in the North

| ,;bu'i'. mure eaperiallv the Nagra women 1n the South, who d4idn't Imuw
fhow tu rec.d but vware graa.t do-er3 and revolutionarias and thir.kera,
.E);_and partim.la.rly the 2 greatest of ‘hem Solourner Truth and Harriet .

Tubman. ’I.‘here wa3 not a single mesting that- they addreusad that

-

didn't ereate a riot ar a new movement, and no zne dared compete
-Railway

with them, Narrlet Tubman was a lsader 1n the Underground mmmx

- whieh moat of you know was neither underground nor a railway

‘~= 4t sinply meant that you ae a slave, would take the chanece of
Tollowing the Worth Star to freedom even Lf 1t meant you mlght be.
shot dead or bitten to death by the viseious dogs that the alave

owners used., Harriet Tubman ags a aonduetor in this rallvay.

In other words, she walil return to the Ssuth which had been her
home and take a group of mwen, women and children, and lead them
North to waylay stations., In all her trips she never lost a
passengAr -- not mee, “he Aid the same glorisus work in the

Givil War, [ the Northern armiea., They had a hard time convincing
Lincoln that the Nezrs should have something t2 say about his own

freedsn. It wes not only that they were se great as lseaders for
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for the 'strue;gle Tor freedon for their own ‘neople, but they ware

}‘re:ﬂv great in sbimulating the struggle fop white women, In
ether woids the re ‘were == say, ‘the abolit.ionista --stocd for

ths abolitigy 9P sla've\ry, Yt they were opposed to thae women
hs.viﬁg thelr rights, Tne stvrpglo Top Negro freedom stimulsted
the simggle Tor women's py #hta -~ that'g 'whan the struggle for
the vste hegan - ang thaf.'s wher theve was ng Ban who woulg

c¢hal p their meeting (do 't ask me why they winted g nman taq chair)_

== 64copt Frederiok Douglass,

v being g .

ngs diff‘e.mnf.ly- .

‘net Just slavery,
vinm'e‘n'a-righta. Their first. etavention wag ip 1848, 1n 1948 the
" Women '3 Dep't, ef the Dept or I:abor celobrated that 2....(undeo1phsr-—
~able on tape),
I want $p peag 2 quotatima s N3t on wonen, but XROOMNX from

the TW on theAppeal, "The Sambridge Modern History writeg ceee

'The last part in
1 that aftep the 3laves were freed, thsre was the fipgt introduc=-
tion of publia Pducation in the South. The black legislatora during
reounétmction 1n§tituted publ ic education, The S0-calleq geritelmen's
aggreement, like g1 Eentlenen's agreements ig g

and eonspimny.
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‘between Tllden angd Harmrs mcxmc that the only way the Repubilcana

could keep up thelr rule would be 1f they had an agreement in

" the ¥oting in

“the aleetoral- rtollege to go the upposite way of 'tha nublio votae,

The "’outhemarea sald skey, we '11 give you the vrasidenny even
t.hough e loet, providea you remove the troops from the "‘outh.

lgu.. u3 rle ae we shossge dévh there (in other words brasnforg

the freed slxwee 1ntu shareoroppera), and if you start any induatry
at all it iz t9 vo white 4indy stry, Textile which was the first

‘was 5.11 whi te, 62 the Hegro was farced to be a shara-oranper.

Eh“a ends the flrst perind -- and the prep agnnda. 2ll ‘tries to uell
:;yaL tha.t aven. if all th"l.t I have aa.‘l.d 13 true -~ the pmﬂudiee‘

- againut tha Negro outside of the stigma of 8lavery ar‘ises at thia

,.;er:l.od. In other words ‘they never wamt on to any-whlte and Negro

5'_ca.!.1e.boratiun. That is one other great blg lie. Desnite tle faoct -

:of the bla.r-l’ eode, despite the faet that the Southe_m way of life
had Tree rain a,ll over aga.in, Juat ten years after thia happened, .

_ ther‘a; grew out the greatest mass mavement this country has eve.t-
sinee until the 0I0 -- ke Populist Mpvement, They practically

'won the bpresidency, and they dld win many, many state offices and
80 om. XX This Populist Movement in he standard booka, even Commona,
is referred to 1in footnotes as an organlzatien one and & quarter
milllon strong in ths Deep ~outh, ten years after Bourbon rule was
réeatablished. Not mly does that abolish the myth that the Negro
1a lneapabls or organization and hadn't organl zed hingself - but.
pProves also thii even though they had tretrp own orgn, they colla.bor--
ated with the whites, In the North they were moatly whib, and in
the ':'Duth mostly Negro. It was ten years hafore they were defeatod,
Zhe VLest book 15 Tom Watsom Agrarian Rehel. (the best for 8lave

revalts is "History of § g" by Aptheker)
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By 3. Vani Wondward. Ten Watson ig the strssseat cha raater this

aountry ha.s 8ver produced,: _Bagan 1in 18¢0 by putting his life down
ageinst anyone \mo ared 9 tiuch the Negro, By‘ 1914 a real
chauvi vinist ag bsd g Eastland, 1t Bh ™8 what wa mean by a stage;
qf pr-oduc‘hion and an eaononin o}

Twagine what 1t tuplies fop the @ullaboratiom that mist pave
‘dxiated in pe rank-and £1l¢ widte ana Negra,

The Pfrpuliut Mavo 'mnt was an agrarian revolt, 'again st anpr;esai’ﬁn
by the bins in"‘usf.rialista when they hag Just begun to get. started.
‘I'ha I'W .15 & very different Wovement, the birth Ty pr'oletaria.n
: -ﬁ'thia omntry In the basie industriss 1ike lumber-mille, ths
"m.tnas eto.f-- and sone of the bl Bodieat battlaes in Ameringn
hiatory wore Poughu In this per'iud. I put 1t in thia sags pertod
ber'ausa, air-r- o ‘they alsec ineluded minsrs and miners ware Ne.gr-o
1n the South, They exoluded the Negro. from light 1ndustry - bﬁt
tha minea and mills

ta ilnelude the
I-egrues. Arzain these were the only proletnr'*ans At that tipe
that ¢ollaborated, To thig day thise were the people that J.1,,
stia used in the 1930's who h2d had that exverience,

During thig verlod which will bring us up t9 WWI, I want to show
you whit hag Bome on in ldeology, 1% wag Just before the
ibolltior-ist T ement that you hag David Walker'sp Appeal, In

the pering o¢ the Popyliast Mcvement the ldeclogy was no different
on the nart a¢ the white gpq Negro ~- evan though they felt kinahip
towrrde the noewly aprisen Working ¢laag 1n heavy 1ndust.r'y on the

whole farme ra weye more nume royg 20d were the decisive factop until




“the turn nf the 'n'entry Various me wients then began, 3f a diffeeent

na’oure, Whe I'w'\-! ste. o t.ha part of the Negro. By this time

the fegrn in the North wag beg,!.nning t o develop a Negro 1lntellec—
tual. The -g,rea.test af these wap WEB Duhola, who plays uith the
'c"lats now, but when you're 90 you can he gcrf‘;ivenl a little.

He is e of the finest oroducts a8 3 vriter and as au h.iaotrian.

His book, Blaok Raconstruetion, 18 superior to any white history
‘oni that perlod, hecause nwme of them have revee.led with such

; documentarv fm:'ce, the role of the Negrn 1n rsconstruct.ion.

In th:l.a 'pariod he started the move nent called the N1 aga.ra Move~
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ment, unmh was fhe fight for Negro rlgqt.ﬂ - polﬂ.t*cal aormdmic, i
“‘éﬁnd aoa.‘.. Y, It was this firet movement which bhegan to fight with—"‘

in the Necgro community ~- he was fﬂ.shting Bankar T. Wasl'n.nst.on -

whﬂ had grisen se the first Negro leader to acespt the canditionu

-.:f second clasa ‘attizenahip, He said that's nmaense and Uonle

- Tomiam lu the 1n1.ellectaa1 fMeld and I will have nme of 1t.

It wau thi s movyment that was swalluwed up by the NAACP. It was

) t‘mse who s2id if wa dm't want a aomnlete rev'n we better 4o

something who eastablished the NAACP, but the Nlamgara movement

game hefire and was very superlor.

There were 2 differeqices with Marxists?%%0ne was abaut the talonted
tenth, He eald without the talented tenth to lead yvou to freedonm
%o aroc novhess, He wanted a thinking intelligentaia to lead the
working elasg, We dm't foel any movement sheuld bo subordiné.ted
Lo a leadersniv whether it 1s thelr own 1gadership or not, The
gecand pailnt was Pan-Africanism He did, however, write some good

thinge, For example that even though the Asarican Negra does not

L 4 o aN
¢aslder hiensalf% and doean't know the African language or
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' nevarthq;l.eé's Afrieans and Amerinan Nemrnes have 8 me tiing in

common. .  His proullar idea i this was that we will appeal
-tn eatabl:r.ahad organizationa--in other words, the very people

who are. oppressing vu'u, to mr:oguiza thﬂ 8 faat,

_We,'-ll Jump to T own era ahe2d of time for Junt a minute,Xl
~_ %¥n 1643, the f;reatest degrs librarv in this eouniry -~ the
Shamberé collenﬂ.un in N.Y, =~ had 2 gseries of leciures called
Wor‘ld View of the Ivegrc and invited importast speskears, the mnét
tm‘oortant i whem was Dubols. T a.t-t.ended. Ih that, same i;:eriod
."thare WC‘I‘!‘. an awful 1ot of 'people from Afrieca who wantad to go
.b-xcL. 'to the 1" _aountry and fisht for African froedom -~ Afr'ican
exr'ham:e studont.a. Thev alsc came to these lsatures . “Thég
na‘nes Oj.dn t me an, amrthjng thfan but ycu'll reaoenize them now’
B one of them EY:) Kwama Wkrumah, now the head of Ghane; the -
" nther wae Azikewe, now tne head of Nlgeria, Duhbois gave a soseah
'n!hich he ha.d ﬁrepared as the educatl nal -director >f the N\AGP,
T.o he glven te the saon-to-be-establish UN, in whinh he appealed
n_-rfor Treeadon far the African psople., He spoke for an haur. Yhen
he got through I asid I wanted to ask a question, but firot I had
to motlvate it-- and therefosre wanted tso say obenly that I was
K Hérkiat., and %elieved in the frsedow of all the pooples and

all the workers, and therefore cmld nit underatand how you

eold appeal to the UN which would eansist of Britaln, France
and Portugai, all of whom havwe a2 part of Afrisa, to plve you your
freadom. S0 I wanted to know whul waz behind the appeal ad why it wa

heing handed in to this 1astitution, w~ubols 1s & very polished

-,

man, a graduate 27 darvard, Heidel)eng and s¢ forth -- spealks

with an English accent, even though he's from ~muth US4, and
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1:n‘5pef?é.1 véry‘_‘:apphi'sﬁioated -~ and bere was I a little rank and

.f.‘gler. He says, the Jady nays she's a Marxist, as I dod't think
she désé'rvés‘gn answer, _Ha was really mly making a speech, he‘
wasn 't asting for any questioms. There ars cbout 59 _whit'és and
95{?{%55:*9, and all through the hall there's a gr'eat‘ltumul't saying
she -certa;'nlﬁr does deserve an answer —— and net n_nly that, WE want
to ¥now, we agreec with Yer, not v ith U, And the twa who jumped

-‘uo to defend ws and demand hc rnawer ware Nkr'umah and Azikewey

- .:At the end -Ji‘ that I had more peuple around me than Dubuis had
fi-.arcund him -~ am all of them had pamhlets in thelr pockets, If

'vvu wera from under- British rule, vou had e against British

mperiallsm -‘_. evervbadv was trrying to a;et souething nubliahed.

that ws,s oW he wasld win.freadum, not bfy aaking vecosen (gata

ltco fs.st and imposaible to understand).

:fn ‘i}hia" e:m'emsian of talentsd tentﬁ, evén though he brought up
cultﬂre (Dub':nia), ‘the thing that embarrasaed him the most was the
b*g new Gar'vey movpmant. in 1919. The Nego nad his first chance
. 8inee he wa’s put back 1n “ia cubby-hole in the South, for a
grezt mé:ss aigration to the North, hecause they needed him for
1nduatry, 0 finally they let him sut, He thought 1t would be
paradise, btut vhen he came to the >Nor-th, he found no paradisa -
whataoever, the mly difference in the dlsert ination he found
was that n» he had a Job., There were quite a faw outbreaks of
"riats, eapeciailv about housing, henause they had no place to
live. Mirrus Garvey was an African, oe mﬁher- Ylest Indian,
and ecallsd for a'movament back t2 Afrieca, These Negroes knew
nathing abjut africa, we reN't intcrested in Africa, they wers

&1l Americans., But they were so completely frustrated at finding
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at finding the game, mditions in the North that they hed faind

iu the uouth, that they Joined this movement ia the m:l.llions.

_ Six ru:ll"icn. A remlian yhing ha.ppenad with their leadership alad
 the talented ‘tenth, There wasn't one single anc in that @z vement,
'T-‘ver-,rona from Uubols to uhe NAA"‘P leader, Pincus op Pickin??????
-Walter-ﬁhite == all attacksd 1t, all s=24d 1t shows the Negro is
still baokward d.nd this man 1s a faker, darvey had anme fakery
iv him, true, but on the whele he represent3d the most important
movemeﬁt -An Ameries since the Populist movement, and one a graat

deal more humeroua in 1mportanoe.

i

At the s&me time came the Russian Rev' n, which to 'Jk up tha
. - . 4

bu ae.y what. SOnis.l‘.!.s’c. aid be;cra t.ha.t. They do not have an
N énviable rscord 1n uhie ccuntry on that question, quite the
—'joppoaite. Snme of yuu Imow that when tha so-called Marxists in
'l_zthie n*mnt.ry tr-:l.ed o say that they wers opposad to all Bla.very,
wage and thattel qnd aldn't take a positi o on the Civil War
.-Mar'x 821d 1f this is Ma.r'xism, I am not & Marxist., He took the
part of the North., Then between 1905 and 1914 when Debs becane
a aoeialist *ss3yseees Ut en tho Negro question he revealed that
he had plentv of prejudice., If vou read gny of the Journals, you
will 'find it diagusting., 4 P.Randolph became 8 Soolalist at the
end of WWI -= hs krnew ysu couldn't win unless you were wilth the -
laboring aclass, The majsrity of the Working clasa was white aven
though his own union ywas 2ll Negrs, So becauvee he Telt strongly
the need to have the wrlte workep with him to win the struggle
he closed his eyes to the other mrts of the nrogram on the Wegro
Question., He led amarvelous fight during that veriod, angd edited

the best paver this aouniry has seen, the Challenge ~~they t ok

Hegro
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him before the committes th a.t was the beginﬂing of the current |
,HUA\.}'"‘_'_ J. Edgar Hoover wae a lleutensnt, subordinate %o Palmer

T and tha' commlit tee in N.Y. way called the Love(?) soumittes, and
APRa.ndul'ph was broug’pt bet‘or-e 1t £ or subverslon because what he V
had shown in his paper in a big cafteoon was tle A, erioan flag

being trampled to death by the fires of 4 lynehing.

We cqma.theh to the‘ ¢I in the good days == vwhen they had t2 inter-

"'vena and sa.id-it is elee.r' that them 13 8.9 much prejudiee in that

“'hnrrible cr.untry nalled the .8.A. thn.t 13 supposed tn be =1

dsmoorat‘l.o‘, that. even Be sclall ata don't know what the socialist

1

we have ta intervens on two oounts?

—to ﬂhow tha Negrn question, 19 part of the natiunal quest.icn. .
Lenin at.id. d'm t give me lectures on the fact that the Negro 1ﬁ
Auter:loa. 15 Amerinan, I kn oW thatj that he d':f.!sn t want ts @n haok
to Afriua., I mow ths.'b, that he's g,ot to remake America; and don't
tell e he has n2 la.asuage spyparate from Amsrica.ns, whir-h are
supposed to be the 3 things that define a nmation-- the feet that
they suffer dsuble oppression mwa kes them a nation. They have
extrébrdina.l'y problems and must get extraordinary attention,
Claude loBay, tho great Negrso poet, was present and broks away
with a few others from tre Sonlalist movement to ‘oln the G'ist
movement. In the earlv movement there wWas n? di fference between
b'lg_ok and white, even here in Amariles.

In this same 7mericd there was 2ne other wWay e.ee the Negro
wag brought up frqrn the South by the white industriallst 1n the
Horth, and brought 1n as =z strike-breaker, The Negroes didn't

%aoW this. The big strike after WWI was the steel strike-- whioch

was braoken not only hy the police and Pinke rtoms, hut by the

1374%.
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u-ae-‘nf these étrika—breaker-e. In. the aame way Q.s the stupld
yalone are nat permlttin g the ao=called wet-backa and the Kexilcan
labnrers bet.ua se they wuld depress t.‘be wagea instead oaf trylnz to
) unlt.e witi* the Hericans hoth as laborers tc fight agaimt the
buaaaa,_ the un.‘..un m-vammt ingtead of avpealing to the Negroes
and t.a"llng thent they we 2 belng brought in to break the strike,
begane ss;y.’mg they were Tor the Chinese exrlusion act, against

z’exir-an s, Nagroed,,

.;Up to my ‘areak vdbh Lhe Tt st movemnt my great test Tight was with

.ths"T 1at. Nesru ‘legdsr uolidge wha .:ept. repeatimr, ths.t tho Negro
wa.a a st.ri‘&s-breaker 1n 1919 and therefur-a wag in a ...ownz- posi t.iun
. t.ham t.he cthars, even bough there obuldn' % have bieen a QIO wi*h-A

cmt the Nesgro at amther petiosd, Instead of po mting sut that he

wa.s brou@m* here as that -~ and that the unlon didn't try to unit.e

tha two, hu* took qdvantapge of the prejudice.

The 1930's and the OIO wows In the 1930%s there was = great
world: dnprassion ard people were starving by the nillicns. The
capltalists try to use unemployed a,ga.inet. emploved, white
sgatnst Negra , ete, == in other words, divide and rule. For the
first time thn talented tenth was being used 1ln the labheor nove-
ment as labor leaders, The egztablished unlion was the AFL whic-h

and unskllled
exnluded legroea{ And there was nd vay at all of crganizing any
vig basie industry where he mnajiority of the work srs were unakilled
and @here white wnd Hegro worked slde by side. The minute yeu
have a mass movment, sitkes, unemployed graups, ete. == of the

big common man, then a lender gets it into his head to make &

gens ralization ahout it, The snecifle leader 1n thls case was

John L, Lewls. 13748




'Lewis gava the mos & fa.mour punr-h in ths worlid- to Hutehins???????
- It o'ficia;ly atarted the CIO, He had previous experience with
the ¥ and had 2 core tnat was ready, knew how to wark, aﬁd Knew
"the Negro would be as graat 3 vqng:ard nere a5 1n th-other, He
first nade & matlon that thev srganize an 1nm:str1a1 unian dept.
thhﬂn the A -~ and ﬂaen if was de Teatbd he siad we'll be an
1nduhtria1 unton, then, or fall apart -~ whersupon Hutehinson
. wade some crack agalnst him, and Lewls punched him and wal ked out
| to”dfganize the clo, '
k E}So that f‘or the 1 rst. time you ha g bl .r-k snd white labor united
'and meanwhile we nad mTmas nroduntion and you had the unsikilled which

Had. ala-.: oeen exc‘ludad. . B C o

’When eomtlﬂng great likethat happens, 1t takes the aha.pe of a form
"ot organizatjun whioh . ¥ou as a supposed vanguard hadn't seen =

'yuu uhink nnly the Marxlst 4n Harx 8-day didn't know how ta aot

”.ur the 80ﬂ13113ts in Deb's day? -=- even after the CI had established

'1tq5t the Nagrd questicn wag part of the natisnal queetlm, and of
tﬁé labor quééticn. and that you.,.. nevertheless at that point, the
T'iéts,qecidsd that it was 9nly a union mavement, amd backward, and
'_they weren't sure wheuher they were gven go0ing to recognize it, 1In
r&cg they didn't until ahout 1940 when 1t was 2l ready bureaueratized,
I will say one thing for Trotsky as different than the T'ists, at
Jleaét. “hen I was his sec'y -~ the T'igtg oonﬁtrdlled ome union in
this aountry at ona time, in Minneapolia, the Teamstors -- and they
wére very proud of 1t, and it wag a g204 unin, and started ;uduatrial—
{ization sven bafore the CIO -- we would have big, blg headlines in
the Mllitant on Local554, and here was the national CI0 that would
only get a paragraph., One day Trotsky called me in and said, "Raya
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a.ra 7ou for the FIO"" And I gald, "What kind of a étt.pid auestion
1a that?" He szid, "“Well, I read your paper and I sece Local 554
a11 over and T w:nder 1P yau re not golnz 40 moognize the CIOGY
He had to rall dﬁwn the whole National Committes to Mexino to
glve thaw a lecture abgut that faet that if v mass nrganlzation '
. ehibogep 1 ta awn Farm at 9rgar1zati~n inatead of yours, you can't
'jyat Maregard 1%,

2132 o the question cof the Negro, Trotsky had the old, good, CI
1§ositicn that, the Negro questign was part of ths nauional questic,
Anﬁ they wara supposad tc agras with hin -~ btut whenever you said
'that t'.he Negrn in Awerican his Lory was the vengusrd, they womld
duat die. Thcv junt eouldn' t swallow that word vanguard, far
anycns but themselvaa Wt Wwere suuposed to have read Cantkal.

next

'ﬂTﬁéfﬁna thing Troetay did not differ with them on was the/stage

*,a” ‘the aannomy - whtnh We are coming to and that hrlrgs us to
‘the . nnaat of WWII, NoWw we are coming to the World View of the

Negro.

A ﬁéﬁ_atag& i8 reached In WWII. Just as the Ameriean Negro wag
éupposed to be backward, all you heaﬁd about the African was that
he was a savige, or a plgmy. When the Afrdcans began t9 take
matters lnto their own hands, the white man begar to look ésain.
‘The enthropoligists and all the rest of theam began disging 1n_the
rulns. of Africa, and discovered that was the cradle ofrnivilization.
They ncw think that the first man was a blaak man. And that
thereforﬁ, if there had been a stage as there is now 1in wid ch
there are underdeveloped eosuntrles nagpared to ths whi te man's
ecountries, 1% must at least in part be due to the fant that the

white man who came to Afrina exploited 't and did not allow. 1t to
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‘develope. fivilization started in Africa and then :'oved Fast —-
in G‘r‘aene’?llﬁ advanced r:u;r-h further in the agrucultural rev'a and
,the“;n‘d‘ustrié.l ra\r"n‘ -= andnct a suall part was due- to black
iabor'. "1'11'6;6._ were 2 interven tizne of tne white mun in Aerica --
“the first, when we just Biole them 28 slaves; the secomd during
impéria;llsm w‘han; he goes m ma divides up the ewuniry and does
no:. pemi 4% any industriall -ation -- kills off robellion. Thé
'Zulu redalllion hevpensd at the same time as IWW here and tho 1905
'mv'n. - The Zulue were the first mes that opposed this horribls
bunch of creaturas now mling Swth Afriea, The struggle bet ween

’me Dutah in Afr-ic-.e. a.nd the Zuluz was a stalemate, Nobody won that

war, wneraupcn t.he ‘3ritiah who wero g8lsn fighting bubh the Af‘r'icana

"“".wm over t‘ae Dutch w"m ars now trvinc, to throw out the British and -
h'*t them alnost ag muoch 28 the Negr'a. The British won, but becauss

ths Boar'a e be*’te.ﬂ the African land because they intended antually

to live there -- they had this agreement for the butah to keep on

runing ‘I;rﬂ.nga .

¥ou had the 19th century-and half of the 20th when \frica
didn ’-t even XnoWw there had been an industrial rev'm,
\mep the revalutl mis begin they firat begin i1 “est Africa, beth
the British and French parts - after WWII, And they ﬁegin thare
because the Afrlean 1s there alone, there 1s no white settler colony.
Thank heavens for the flies that tho w'ite mon acouldn't stand, In .
the East they were able t9 live in the clia~te sf Kenya, '‘n the

douth ete.
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 What I want f.a‘shaw;" navever, is the new stage of napitalism

we had reached, meanwhile, with WWII -- state capnitailom, 1n

other wo s, the interventlon ¢f the suate 4l voetly into

.ag,pita.l - whe ther -a state Plan is 1ln Russisz, or wheﬁhér it'a

only aupposed ta be for the war -~ ¢ ere i1s the interventicn

o7 the éteta on 8 wWarld scalae,. ‘;or' the zo0d and sufficient reason
~ that ca.pits.'l' ias éo degenrate, th:zi it 1s even innapable of ziving

s ym.:"u...ioh', muoch lear exoloiting you, With 29 ‘hey had 20 miilioen

“unemployéd -- and if you can't give them a job, ysu're going to
- have ‘a revolutiom, 89 you have FDR and the New, Deal, '

;‘T'hi_"pug.“‘}'aut‘tha world whether its a mlxturaz > nrivate and shte

r':?l‘é"tha Now Denl in America, or eonpletely state 1lilte Russia,
Gr_:;‘élf.'g.t.e" and private I1ke Nazl Germany, or the ¢o-prosperlty
,sﬁhs\rq_.thrdughmt the world -- it le to save the fundamentals nf"

':-ﬁhe capiﬁal’.-.at world i‘i'pm the wirkers who are reé.dy to take 1t over.

‘I"rere were 8t1l1 nearls 9 million unempluyed when WWII broke qut.“

Thayj wér-e Wilif¥ng to %111 2 few milllona 9ff in a war. In WWII
‘aven thou.;h ycu:had the state intervention you 414 not have a funda-
ﬁenﬁﬁl eorganlzation of the eemomy-- and we have the resappearanne
of the Nati -;ma.l Questlon,

B'mk,. firet, to WWI to show the Intervention of Lenin in that
period, Turn to page 172: the Irish Rev'n and the Malentic of
History. Leanin had always besn for the people pppressed by the

Tzarlat Gav't., but with the Irish Rev'n he said 1t had a graater

urgency than sver before beeause they nay be the ctimuldant €2 the

antual rev'n. On p., 173 he is arguing with Bukharint and read the
gecond paragraph -- Lonin called shie nathin=z shert of imperialist

8CNNCMiSM.uvss e

In other wonrnds, Wﬁmxmﬁxmxmm.,...




Thefe 1s nne‘ma o reason’ I've gone back t3 that and that's
badauae ‘ﬁne same pollin y of Tighting. for the pnr*tir'ular role

Lthe national qz.esticn brings on in fi@t‘ing for the sanialist.
rav n,--‘-applied also in hizs argument with Trotsky on the Trade
U.n.tan gquestim, In other words, anc;e you hwe achieved pm;,er
the wovrirers begé.n to ask flor their dempc'ra.tic hr'ightsf. "'f'rotsiw
vas for the trade..uni me& being ahasrbed in he #ate, and Lenin
sald 1t's a workers state sund therefore the wo ckers should have
the right to unions., He ithea spealfled that the greatest dangsr
tc the rev'n after 1t has won vpewer 1la an adminisirative type --
'j.".l';he g: LA ta.lanted tenth we're talking about throughut hiatory,
I"‘bhe tme w‘m thinks he ean 49 1t better for the workers. There
1"1 'uat 15 po eush heing. E1th ep power will be in the worke rs
_hands or you will have thé re-establishment of the cuntei-revin
ﬁifi’iin the rev'n 1t self. “inning power is Just the first sha.a,e
“of tha nev saoiety, not thelast stage,

| ;‘_Wﬁen'w'..\'II br‘nké out the C'ists whn had long since becume state-

'oa.'pitulists sald ts the Negroes in this etuntry,” forget -rour
Tight for d-emncfa.i‘.ic' rights, we are now fighting a bigger Tight
against Nazilem. They t2ld the workers to forget thédr fight for
hetter aonditims, we shoid give the no~atrike-pledge. In other
words the¥ took a.. cmpletely capitalist role ,

It 18 during thils period that the {ollowing things occur at the
end of WWII: the Negroes in Africa hegln to develop an ldeclogy
that is different from either the C'iste or the capitalists. One
of the latast t}ii'mr)s to rome aut if Sneghor'’s Asrican Soalalism
and recognizaes dhat without a total 1deology vw ean't fight

either OBlsm or cap'ism cmpletely, You have to show a different
aaclety alfogether. 4gainst that the backwardness off the Marxiet
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vanguard movement i the Johnsonites, who suppcdedly had our own

_ipﬂéitlﬂn o state oen, neverthaleas Instend of u“lfoldirlp' a
poaitlive recan aumnt_.icn o* snciaty m"le 2 8lgnificant gggo:fs‘ )(hich
_waa é. lit'tlelop nortunism -- thit Gha.na. sinne i1t was first 24 the
atar;eu was played up without any oritinign » 2nd sald it wap.the
‘highest etage beocuuse it pombined Ghan:n and Marx,

(quat.as AA panpriiet on pan=-afrleanism) . The measad error they
mada was that oven though they btoegan by saying nhilcaaphy wo.8
needod and uot jJust  esonomios, thay now say phi J.ssupny 1s all’
d.ea.&. Tl-ey tmrerom show uhey cannot 1nterpret Marxisw 1in the
" ';new s*aga where on the one hnnd in the Hungﬂrian Rev'n against
"c'ist 1mper1aliam and on the other hand in A~ rioa in the rav'ns
""l'ua.gainab Br-it:lah e.nd French 1mpe,r-1alalm, the M-,rxiat Human:l.at 1daa.
waa not Juet oua that Msr-y hai and we agreed with ' » but the

:_actuul banner for thelr freedom, in moast advanced and most undep~ .

'devel‘opad cnunt_ries alike
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