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" The overriding characteristic of India 1s lts poverty, a poverty

so profound and pervasive that it ceemz to be an aspect of nature itself,
1ike the heat. It commands submission and jeers at the endeavour to diminish
it, Tt is not a poverty that results from gratultous inequalities, Indias

18 not, South Africa, vhare need 1s merely the requiremonts of surfeit and
éistribution of the country?s wealth wouldsupply a general sufficiency.
India's poverty is absolute, and though there are those who ure rlch and
dally grow richer, they ars relatively no more than the surf at the edges

of want.- ' -

India has too many people for too few developed resources. It has 2
. mare 2,2 percent of tha world's land area, yet supports more then 14 per-
cent of the world's population.” (p. 171) :

t It is a vicious circle of impoverishment, squandering human as well
as natural resources, The United &t Nations Report on 'Measures for the
Economic Development of Underdeveloped Countries' has ssilmated that many -
regions of India and Pakistan-as well as parts of the Philippines and
Indonesia-possess a surplus agricultural population of somewhere between
20 and 25 oercent of the total. Ons out of every four or five agricultural
workers, in other words, is unnecessary end even burdensome, consuming without
adding anything at all to the productivity of the whole, Since in India
tha rural population constitutes over 80 percent of the total, or some 360
million people, anywhore from 72 to 90 million people exist as economic
parasites. (p., 183) '

" Independenca 1tcelf struck a cerious blow to the alresady weak Indian
sconcmy with the astablishment of Pakistan. India retained 77.7 percent

of tha pre-partition population but only 73/1 porcent of the pre-partition
ares, 72,5 percent of the rice acreags, 70 percent of the wheat acreags, and
70 percent of the irrigated laml. The nsw frontier divided the cotton and
jute mills of Indix from their sources of supply in Pekistan, the consumers
of manufacturers geods in Pakisten from the facotlres of India. (p. 191)
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"Though'nmineral olls® had heen listed as a basic or key industry, the govern-

mont permitted three momuinxfirmexkncw private forsign firms -~ Standard-

Vacuum, Burmah-Shell and Caltex-to establish patroleum refineries in India

during 1951«3, and the #mall part of their capital that was ipened to

iI::dJ.an subscriptiony wae taken up not by the government but by private
veators,

As one Indizn economist has tartly written: 'If thers was to be no private
capital in tlie agresment for u second state steel plant signed with the Russian

 Government early in 1955, that weas becauce there is no private enterpriset

in Russis, (1) In March 1950 the Indian Planning Coamlssion was established,
With Nehru as Chairmen, to orpganize the planned development of the Indian
egonomy, and in July, 1951 the Commission presented the draft outline of the
I{"irs{ F.')Lve Yoar Plan, covering the peried from April 1951 to Mamrch 1956,

p. 193

*++(1} H, Venkatasubbiah, Indian Economy Since Independence, pp.92-3

" That something was acccmpiishad cannot bo denied, Irrigation and power

projects helped to develop agriculture, estabiish new industries and oxterd

- transport facilitles; millions of psasants were instructed in the use of

fertilizers and pesticides. But the programme fell far short of its objectw
ive, The village level worker, a matriculate with two years' additional
training of which hardly a third was devobad to agriculture, wus overloaded
with unnecsssary work: required to collect savings, keep records and make
innumersble reports, he tad little time for his main job of teaching new
egricultural technlques. Moreover, like most educated Indians, he generally
objected to practical agriculture, had constant difficulty in venquishing the
panchayats or counclls, which the government diligently esteblished in the
belief that village democragy would lesd to communal initiative, nmoved in the
ologe of caste; elactions simply formalized and confirmed the traditional
authority of ths higher castes and tho subjectivn of the lower ones, (p. 211}

" Thoughy China, with an sstimated 750 million, has a population soms
60 percent greater than that of India, its agricultural production, despite
the calamities of drought and flood during the past Tbur years, is generally
considerad to be double, while its production of alactriec energy is almost
throe times, and its ocutput of a cruciel industrlal commodity like stesl

" almost four times as great, This is all the more significant since at the .

end of the !forties Indian production was greater than Chinese in crude
petroleum, cotton yarn, cement, pig-iron , crude steal, and elecirlic energy,
all importent indichs of economie strength which are now much higher in
China than in India; and though the coal output of both countrles was then
more or less the same, Chinals output &f both countries was thon more or less
the same, China's output is now meven times graater than India's, In almont
avery aspect of industrialization, the methed of economlic progress chesen by
Irdia itself, China has advanced further amd faster than Indiz; moreover, it
has done so durlng the last few years with shrinking ald from abread, while
the foreign aid given to India has stea -dily increased." (pp.. 22021}
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"In the middle of the masaive Third Five Year Plan, the economy of India
and with it 2311 nolitical stability - is clesa to collapse, The Communist
Party has already announced plans for mase civil disohedienca, demorstr ations
and atrikes, apainst hoarding and high prises. whijie appoeition parties to
tha right of Congresa, like the Jara Sangh in the north and the Tunil
geparatisi D.M.X, in the couth, are making similar plans, {p. 225}

. The word dharma means 1n essence a matural attribute, nees

The Dharmastutras (sphorisms on Dharma), sacred texkz which belong
to the period betwwen ths sixth and the third centuries B,cC,, proclaim that
if a man does good deeds in co iz dharma, he will be born sgain
into a high casts ndowsd; but if he deoes bad deeds, flout-
. he will be horr again a5 the member of a low caste or oven

.88 an animal* {p, 35)
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