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“hapter Seven. four Themes: 1. [dationalism, 2. Anti—Semitism?
3. Zolenialicm, &, <The Defenca of French “ulturs

{p. 201)
" 2, Anti~semitism? Stalin's early teach:l.ngs on the Jjows are not without
a certaln macabre relevance to later happoninzs, It was not possible, he
wrote ‘in 1313, to speak of tho lews in ussia as a sgingle nation, They
JACKED a common territory and only three or fonr per cent of them had roots
in the soil. 5telin denounced Zionism, and also the 3und (/Yhe Union of
Jewish Socialist Workers) for demanding mational autsnomy snd for refusing
to merge with tho social-democrats (i.e. the Hein Marxist party). bvhat
‘use, he asked, were such demands under the Tsarist autocracy, with i%s -
incessant pogroms? 'The only viable courfe was united proletarian action;
then, under a workers'® state, there would be no more pogroms.2 (.2 J,5talin
Marxism and the National and Colonial Question, p.39) '
Forty years later the problems still remained. So did the Bund in

exile, Tn 1947 the Soviet nion recognized Israel, with tho basic’ purpose.
. of- embarrassing the British, But, by the ollowing ysar, withthe influx’
of Jews from all over the world into Israel, a new problem 'argse, :d -
mass exvdus of Russian .Jews =~ and thara is 10 doubt that such-an exudus

. windd have taken place hal not the authoriiies intervanedwould have .

" been unthinkable loss of face for a state wnich prided itsell“ .on its happy-
"assimilation of its multiple national grount, The Jews wers now &esen as
part of a wider conspiracy.whoze cenire of wealth ami power lay in. the’
‘U.3.,A. In Saptember 1948, Prayda published an article Ly the Jewish.
weiter Ilya Fhrenburg, attucif.mg Zionism, tne state of Israel and the ides
of & common bond between the world's .Jews,J (3 p, y!eyar, tutalin follows
in Hitlor's Footsteps, in B, Cohen (al),, The New ; dod snti-Semitism,
Baston, 1953, p.li#) Thereafier the anti-7Zlonist campailgn rapidly
intensified, fusing with tha peneral drive acainst cosmopolitianism and .
all American~supportel supra-national schemos, But it was—not unti-i
tho Slansky trial amd the caso of the nine doctors in F\?EZJ-_J_ that th
gpecilically Jawish issue foreel itself upon the commug st‘_g,tallactualﬁ)
in Frange." -

(. 212) v, The Dofenca of 'rench “wliure. As tha'Party of France!,
the communists elaime! to be the ruarians of the French onlizhtenment,

the apew of a sreat ewltural tradlitlon. This claim they always upheld,

ut the extreme patriotism associated with the Popular iront pericd led

to a furthor Jdovelopment of the thome, for was not the anlisghtoenment itself
the helr to a greater cultural glory?"

R OIS Y I O \ Leayian tacouo vy b Lot lianaali, e
Resistance was a ror"ﬁ‘a—fﬁje azperience, ci‘ystalli‘ing his notions of
C‘;E))f‘—‘l" soeial resporsibilite. _,Ksb/comitmnnt, \in itgelf s simple

noilzh impulse, a.s.sumntLegonizmr vomploxitios -\grmn applisd in the

. world of real political ¢ ohoicm. ——47an1 his clese collearues omerged
f\-(» from the war convincel {:g._hnultaneou sly that historieal materialism
1% Fsupplied the only valld interpre EEEion of th.g_n?‘"i ani that oxistentialism

"\\‘ {pro‘ridai the only concrote approach howsality.< (2 [=P-Sartre; &

' Thixistertiat i seecprboenineenmis ey ARk Sy 1rr22xx Man oxiste first

and defines himself aftorwards., Lthomme n'est rion o 'auntra que ce qu'il

se fait, At this perind Sartrg mas “aqout‘nly Ly opposci! to any dete"minism' i

man was free, tho incarnation of lihor V iae, anl wifHout oxcusesy T

0 could be sure of nothing, aven the euantual triumeh of the
12849 gﬁ:lozarmt. sut tho ,)m'sonf;.l freetop of cholce to which man was corrlemned,
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"far from providing an excuse fov a retroat into nihiliss or relativism, -
carried with it an immanse social rusponsibllity, [he choice had ta
baimale . the right choico - and then fousht for, g
Artrals postewar broak with tho communists was in the first instance
0800 » ard_gnly lator overtly political, Hfepar Garaudy, his -
moat persistent ﬁﬁgﬁ vy and dehigrator, denial that man, or the worker,’
wag froe to subkit or revolt; the olags factor, no.arsuai, was largely .
determirant. "Jatuesn nysell and froedom thewe i knowlerdza,
seve (p. 208-2043) Literature, he wrote, could only realize its £ull
esgence in a clawsless soclety, only then would the writer be aware of
no difference batwesn his sub Joct and his public, only then would hin.,
Ly situation ba und orsal, 'Literature is, in esaence, e sub fectivity
,—{“ﬁ\ £ ; at revolutionl He was anxious jnct to siand :
d on"tha 51rtalinas; ! — 7
e

{p. 270) My example of the new technique was provided by tha

Party's response to Maurice Marleau~Ponty's Los Aventures de la- :
- dialectique, a critieisn of the pro~communist BtaRT adepted by Sartre
in Lea Communistes.et_ la. Paix, Six philogsophars were mobllized,

Cogniot, Garaudy, Desirti, Cavelne am! Xanapa, with Hegrt Lofeavre,
now on the varge of breakins with_tho Party, a misfit gi tjﬁ' they
delivered their crations Gu a team, mnd publishe! them g8 o
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